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Third Annual Meeting of
The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS --The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of
North and Central America held its third annual meeting for all member hierarchs, that is, all active canonical bishops in its region. The meeting was held
from September 10-12, 2012, at the Chicago O’Hare Hilton in Chicago, Illinois. Forty-three bishops were in attendance.
The first plenary session opened on Monday morning, and began with prayer,
followed by an address to the assembled hierarchs by the Chairman of the Assembly, Demetrios, Archbishop of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese and
Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate (his address will soon be posted on the
Assembly website).
The Archbishop expressed the sorrow of all present for the loss of Metropolitan Constantine of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the U.S., who fell
asleep in the Lord since the last meeting of the Assembly. He also noted the
absence of two brother bishops who had recently retired, Metropolitan Maximos of Pittsburgh and Metropolitan Jonah of Washington, D.C. Moreover,
he welcomed the new bishops joining the Assembly since May 2011, the time
of its last meeting: Bishop Sevastianos of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese,
Bishops Anthony, John, and Nicholas of the Antiochian Archdiocese, Bishop
Daniil of the Bulgarian Diocese, Bishop Alexander of the Orthodox Church
in America, and the newly-consecrated Bishop Pankratij of the Metropolis of
Mexico.
Archbishop Justinian, the administrator of the parishes of the Moscow Patriarchate in the US and second vice-chairman of the Assembly, also addressed
the hierarchs, reminding his brethren of the 200th anniversary of the founding of the southernmost Russian settlement in North America, Fort Ross in
California, with its Orthodox Christian chapel dedicated to the Holy Trinity.

With the legal incorporation of the Assembly, one of the chief items on the
agenda was the adoption of By-Laws for its governance. A draft was provided
by a provisional By-Laws Committee, working in concert with the Committee for Legal Affairs. After some deliberation by the Assembly to insure that
the By-Laws conformed both to civil and canon law, they were unanimously
approved by the bishops.
A proposal was presented to the hierarchs by Metropolitan Methodios of
Boston, the chair of the Committee for Canonical Affairs, for a comprehensive directory of all Orthodox clergy in our region, in accordance with Article
6 of the Rules of Operation. This would augment the Assembly’s already existing directories of bishops, parishes, monastic communities, and theological
schools.
The second item, which occupied the Assembly during the whole of its business session on Tuesday, was the canonical organization of the Church in the
United States. Archbishop Nicolae of the Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in
the Americas, the chair of the Committee for Canonical Regional Planning,
presented the findings of his committee on the chief issues involved. The assembled hierarchs were asked to discuss with one another important questions
about the future structure of the Church in North America, models of administration, its organization geographically, as well as its relationship with
the Mother Churches. This it did together as a body as well as in small groups.
In this continuing process, designed to prepare a plan for presentation to a future Great and Holy Council of the entire Orthodox Church worldwide, there
was consensus on the part of all bishops that the canonical norms of the
Church must be observed and that all canonical anomalies in North America
must be resolved, so that the witness and mission of the Church of Christ
-cont’d on page 8
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A Modern Twist
on an Old Parable

F

or 40 years, Walter Samaszko
lived in a modest home in Carson
City, Nevada. When his mother, who
lived with him, passed away in 1992,
Walter became somewhat of a recluse.
For some strange reason, he had already quit working anyhow way back
in 1968. He had no friends—those
who knew him casually would describe him as an “anti-government
nut” that was unwavering in his belief
in every conspiracy theory that was
ever proffered.
But even a recluse is missed after a period of time, and in early June, Walter’s neighbors realized they hadn’t
seen him around for quite awhile.
Local authorities were notified and
upon entering Walter’s home, the
odor that greeted them confirmed
what they had suspected: Walter
Samaszko had died—in fact, the 69
year old had been dead for some time,

apparently the victim of a heart attack.

The Problem in our Churches

I

n 1992 I was privileged be part of a
group of health care professionals
touring hospitals and healthcare facilities in Russia. One day, as I was walking alone down a St. Petersburg street,
I saw a large, onion-domed church up
ahead. As I drew closer I noticed
something different: there were no
crosses on the domes, there were no
stained glass windows, only plain,
clear glass windows. I could see inside
and I noticed this church had fluorescent lights and desks: it had been
turned into an office building. This
startling sight made me question: how
did a country once known as Holy
Russia, where the Orthodox Faith was
such a part of the culture, in a few
decades became one of the first atheistic states in the world? The Orthodox Faith was taught in all the public
schools, how was it that these same
people destroyed churches, burned
icons, shot priests and bishops in the
1920 and 1930s? The Russian nation
always considered itself Christian and
Orthodox, how did it in a few
decades come to hate this Faith and
regard it as an evil superstition?
Metropolitan Hilarion, one of the
today’s leading Russian bishops, explains what happened: it was not an
accident, the seizure of power by a small
group of villains. He said the Communist Revolution was the result of
the spiritual sickness that had infected
the Church, there was a spiritual
emptiness in the Russian people.
Many ordinary Christians, if not the
majority, had no faith at all, and it was
they who turned against the Church as
soon as membership in it stopped being
encouraged. The Church at once lost the
great majority of its members and remained a small flock of those prepared
to die for Christ.
At the beginning of the 20th century,
Russia had churches, monasteries,
books, educational materials, magnificent choirs and services, but also an
inner emptiness for many of its members: it somehow didn’t connect with
the lives of the people.

The Carson City Clerk-Recorder was
charged with the task of clearing out
the house and putting it up for sale.
No will was left behind, and with
only $200 in his bank account, Mr.
Samaszko’s estate didn’t seem like it
would be a very complicated matter
to settle. A search of his home, however, brought an unexpected surprise:
in the garage and in a crawl space
connecting it to the house, workers
discovered box after box filled with
gold! There were gold bars and gold
coins in mint condition from all over
the world. There was so much gold in
the house that it had to be taken out
in several wheelbarrows! In weight
alone, the gold was estimated to be
Religion or Relationship?
worth over $7,000.000.00 but with
s we celebrate the Great Feast of
the possibility of some of the discovthe Exaltation of the Holy Cross,
ered coins being rare, chances are that at the Divine Liturgy we hear one of

A

-cont’d on page 12
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the most important verses in all of the
Bible:
For God so loved the world that He gave
His only-begotten Son, that those who
believe in Him may not perish, but may
have life everlasting. (John 3:16)
In that same chapter of St. John’s
Gospel, Jesus has this discussion with
a man named Nicodemus:
Most assuredly I say to you, unless one is
born again, he cannot see the kingdom
of God. Nicodemus said to Him, ‘How
can a man be born when he is old? Can
he enter a second time into his mother’s
womb and be born.’ Jesus answered,
‘Most assuredly I say to you, unless one is
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God. (John 3:35)
While it is clear that this new birth
which Jesus refers to begins with the
Holy Mysteries of Baptism and Chrismation, it is also clear that Jesus is not
instructing His followers to simply
undergo a ritual action. Jesus is teaching the need for an inner change in a
person, an inner conversion, repentance and a new direction in life. The
problem in the Russian Church during the time of the Communist Revolution was that everyone had
undergone baptism and chrismation
but there was little inner change,
inner conversion to Christ in a life
changing way. His Eminence, Metropolitan Hilarion illustrates this
problem with a story he shared:
I remember asking one teenager who
came, together with her mother, to be
baptized. “Do you believe in God?”
“No”, was her answer. “Then why do
you want to be baptized.” She replied,
“Well, everybody gets baptized nowadays.” Our people are inwardly atheists, but become outwardly Orthodox.
Russian atheism may well one day die,
but this will happen when the country
has not only been baptized, but has been
enlightened and born again.
The problems that Metropolitan Hilarion points out about Russia are the
same problems of the Orthodox
Churches in America. Our problem is
not lack of church attendance, lack of
members, apathy, lack of interest in
Bible Studies or retreats….these are
only symptoms of a deeper, inner
problem. We have not clearly taught
-cont’d on page 5
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BEHOLD, I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW:
2012 National ACRY Convention
age last year from Hurricane Irene.
It was decided that the proceeds of the 2013 Lots of Luck fundraiser would be
allocated to the Diocesan Mission Fund, Camp Nazareth, Funding the costs
of Junior ACRY Advisors to attend the Pan-Orthodox Youth Ministries conference, and the general fund of the ACRY.
Other charitable donations approved at the Convention include, $100 to the
Distinguished Diocesan Donors Program, $1,000 to the Diocesan Apostolate
ForYouth to sponsor an edition of the Daylight youth newsletter, the “pass the
hat” collection, which totaled in excess of $850.00 to benefit the IOCC U.S.
Domestic Disaster relief. This donation was made in honor of His Grace,
Bishop-Elect Grigorios, who is the outgoing Dean of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral in New Orleans, which was impacted by the recent Hurricane Isaac.
2013-2014 National Senior and Junior Officers
The Junior ACRY, under the leadership of President Tim Paproski, Senior AdJOHNSTOWN, PA -- “Behold, I make all things New” (Revelations 21:5) visors, Amy Oblinsky and Rachel Pribish and Spiritual Advisor, Very Rev.
was the theme of the 68th National Senior and 29th Junior ACRY (Ameri- Miles Zdinak set into motion plans to further the growth of the Jr. ACRY and
can Carpatho Russian Youth) Convention which took place on Labor Day its outreach to the youth of the Diocese.
Weekend, Friday, August 31st – Monday, September 3rd, 2012 at the Holi- The members reviewed the success of the Camp Presentation the first week
day Inn in Johnstown, PA. This year’s Convention was hosted by ACRY Chap- and planned to make a slide-show to present at camp in Summer 2013 to enter #20 of Christ the Saviour Cathedral, Johnstown, PA. Those in attendance courage enrollment in the Jr. ACRY. It was decided that the Juniors, having a
enjoyed the gracious hospitality of the Johnstown Chapter.
surplus of funds and a desire to do more philanthropic works, would increase
Upon receiving the joyful news at the onset of the Convention that the Holy their standing donations to Christ the Savior Seminary and the Metropolitan
and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate had elected Archimandrite Nicholas Philanthropic Fund to aid a large class of Seminarians, as well as
greatly increasing the Bishop John
Grigorios (Tatsis) as our ruling DioceScholarship fund to reward Juniors for
san Bishop, an overwhelming spirit of
their years of service to the organizapeace and optimism about the future
tion. An additional $500 was gifted to
of the Diocese and the ACRY rested
Camp Nazareth to help cover the cost
upon the assembly. The scriptural
of its proposed on-line registration
theme of renewal in Christ, came alive
system.
for the delegates who, inspired by the
Holy Spirit, charted a course of
The members also reviewed their sucgrowth and renewal for this longcessful campaign in support of the St.
standing youth and family ministry
John The Compassionate Mission of
organization.
Toronto, Ontario (Canada). Through
their efforts, almost $2,500 was raised
A special joy for those in attendance
to support the Mission. It was dewas witnessing first-hand, the coming
cided that the Jr. ACRY would conof age of the National Junior ACRY.
tinue to dedicate the Lenten mission
The adults in attendance were improject funds to St. John’s, and possipressed by the spiritual maturity of the
bly sponsor another mission trip in
youth and their desire to witness to
the coming year, where the participants
May the Lord God Remember ALL You Orthodox Christians in His Kingdom.
the Orthodox Faith. Their presentation
would again offer “hands –on” assisto the entire convention body about
tance
to
the
poor
and
needy
of
Toronto.
their recent mission trip to St. John the Compassionate Mission in Toronto,
Ontario (Canada) was well received. Especially moving was the testimony by The Juniors also conducted their “pass the hat” collection for IOCC Domeseach member of the mission team about how this experience deepened their tic Disaster relief, in honor of Bishop-elect Grigorios, with almost $80 being
faith. While each member had their own particular story to share, the com- raised.
mon thread was their shared experience of having had “fun in Christ”. This Another highlight of the Convention was a multi-media presentation by Very
presentation led to a thoughtful discussion regarding the need for the Senior Rev. Fr. Stephen Loposky, the Administrator of Camp Nazareth on the topic
ACRY to engage in similar, hands-on outreach projects.
“Why Camp Nazareth Works”. Father Stephen’s presentation put the earlier
Throughout the business sessions, it became evident to the members of the presentation by the Junior ACRY on their mission trip to St. John the ComSenior ACRY of the need to continue the strategic planning process to better passionate Mission into perspective. Father explained that the reason our camp
align the operational structure of the organization to its stated mission. An en- program resonates so well with the youth of the Diocese, is because it is cengaging discussion on a proposal brought to the Convention floor by the host
-cont’d on page 4
chapter regarding eliminating or changing the structure of the Annual Bowling Tournament and National Convention led to the formation of a special
task force to study this issue and the broader need to streamline the operational structure of the National ACRY to allow for more flexibility and creativity in national programming. Many expressed the desire for a more
engaging Convention format which might include small group discussions
and workshops on topics of interest to youth and young adults. The members
of the task force include individuals with professional backgrounds in strategic planning, representation from the Junior ACRY, the Convention host
chapter, and the executive board. The task force is slated to begin its work via
teleconference in the near future.
In other areas of discussion, it was noted that due to the hard work and diligence of the Rockaway Chapter, $10,000 was raised during the past year from
the sale of the Lots of Luck calendars. The proceeds of the fundraiser were distributed in the following manner: $5,000 to the Diocesan Mission Fund and
$5,000 to assist our Diocesan parishes of Holy Ghost in Manville, New Jersey and St. John the Baptist of Rahway, NJ who experienced severe flood damJunior and Senior ACRY Officers hold candles during the Gospel Reading.
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tered in Christ. This Christocentric
experience reaches the hearts and souls
of our youth, and leaves them hungering for more. This is why the Junior ACRY is growing and the youth
are becoming more engaged in actively living their Orthodox Faith. In
his presentation, Fr. Stephen identified five core components of the
camping program: it is purposeful, mission and goal oriented, integrated, creative, “Orthodoxized” and includes
something for everyone. It was suggested
that a conscious effort to integrate
these same principles within the Senior ACRY would lead to the desired
growth and renewal it is seeking.
Protopresbyter Peter Paproski offered the homily at Recognizing the need for the guidance
the Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.
of the Holy Spirit, the Convention
took place within the context of the liturgical life of the Church, opening with
Liturgy on Saturday morning concelebrated by the Very Rev. Fr. Peter Paproski, National Senior ACRY Spiritual Advisor and Very Rev. Fr. Miles Zdinak, National JR ACRY Spiritual Advisor. Sunday Divine Liturgy was
celebrated at Christ the Saviour Cathedral by Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank
P. Miloro, Diocesan Chancellor, who
represented His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios, Supreme Patron,
assisted by Very Rev. Protopresbyter
Peter Paproski, National Sr. ACRY
Spiritual Advisor, Very Rev. Fr. Miles
Zdinak, National Junior ACRY Spiritual Advisor, Very Rev. Protopresbyter
John Fedornock and Very Rev. Fathers
John Brancho and Stephen Loposky.
The congregational singing in the traditional Carpatho-Rusyn Plain Chant
was led by parish cantor, Donald
Koval.
A highlight of the weekend was the
Sunday Evening Grand Banquet,
which took place in the ball room of
the Holiday Inn.
Toastmaster,
Christopher Miloro masterfully
guided the program which included Donna Yarina, chairman of the ACRY Convention
addresses from the National Junior offered greetings on behalf of the host chapter.
and Senior ACRY Presidents. Very
Rev. Fr. Miles Zdinak, was the keynote speaker. During the program a multimedia slide show, featuring photos from National ACRY events throughout
the years, which was compiled by Pani Constance Miloro was shown and each
banquet guest received a copy of the DVD as a gift. A special guest at the
banquet was Mr. George Sukal, who at age 98 is the oldest living ACRY member who also was present at the first ACRY Convention held in Johnstown in
1939. In gratitude for his many years of enjoyment as a member of the ACRY,
Mr. Sukal donated $500 to the National Senior ACRY Scholarship Fund and
an additional $500.00 to the National Junior ACRY Scholarship Fund.
At the Grand Banquet the following scholarships were awarded:
Freshman: Anastasia Koss Chapter #30 Phoenixville, Kyra Leasure Chapter
#21 Taylor, Maria Korchak Chapter #40 Binghamton, Alex Breno Chapter
#25 Potomac and Emily Tusick Chapter #7 Ambridge; Sophomore: Kristopher
Delvillano Chapter # 40 Binghamton, Joanna Puzakulics Chapter #40 Bing-

hamton, Zachary Koss Chapter #30
Phoenixville and Iilenna Righetti
Chapter #7 Ambridge; Junior: Kevin
Coffman Chapter #30 Phoenixville;
Seminarian: Matthew Dutko Chapter
#40 Binghamton; Mary Kay Memorial: George Ellis Chapter #40 Binghamton;
Pani Jeanette Moriak
Scholarship: Maria Korchak; Bishop
John Memorial Scholarship: Alex
Breno, Maria Korchak, Emily Tusick,
and Kyra Leasure.
Also at the Grand Banquet was the
crowning of the 2012-2013 Mr. and
Miss Jr. ACRY, Paul Zdinak and Kate
Rael.
The banquet concluded with the cir- Very Rev. Miles P. Zdinak, National Junior ACRY
cle of unity and the singing of the spiritual adviser offered the Keynote address during the Grand Banquet.
ACRY March, and the singing of the
festive rendition of Many Years, Zaspivajme, which will be sung at all ACRY
events in perpetual memory of His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas.
The Newly elected SR ACRY officers include: President: Amy Coffman
Chapter #30 Phoenixville; Vice President: Rachel Pribish Chapter #34 Elizabeth; Secretary: Maryann Hudak Chapter #36 Bayonne; Financial Secretary:
Debbie Samilenko Chapter #23 Stratford; Treasurer: Barbara Fitzgerald Chapter #43 Rockaway; Chief Auditor:
Mark Sudik Chapter #25 Potomac;
Auditors: Kevin Coffman Chapter
#30 Phoenixville and Katherine Steinstra Chapter #11 Homestead; Sergeant-at-Arms: Stephanie Coffman
Chapter-At-Large; Athletic Director:
Danielle Bartko Chapter #11 Homestead; Custodian of Properties: Donna
Yarina Chapter #20 Johnstown; Publicity Director: Greg Kushner Chapter
#30 Phoenixville and Junior Advisor:
Angela Sudik Chapter #25 Potomac.
Junior ACRY officers include: Tim
Paproski, President; Paul Zdinak, Vice
President; Sophia Timko, Corresponding Secretary; Cassandra Eddy, Publicity Director, Jess Pak, Treasurer;
Kate Rael, Financial Secretary; John
Christopher Miloro served as the toastmaster.
Puzakulics, Sergeant-at-Arms; Kaitlyn
Caramela and Josef Samilenko, Auditors.
Much gratitude was expressed by all in attendance to the host chapter for their
gracious hospitality and innovative family programming throughout the weekend. All in attendance enjoyed the Saturday evening trivia night, and the Sunday evening post-banquet party. Who could forget the fun at the post banquet
party which included a photo booth picture station, where guests had the opportunity to have their pictures taken in various costumes, or the impromptu
Rusyn bridal dance, for a newlywed couple who were guests at the hotel?
The participants in this year’s 68th National Convention were blessed with
the opportunity to gather together as a family in Christ, to plan for the coming year and enjoy Christian fellowship. The ACRY, in keeping with the Convention theme, “Behold I Make All Things New…” looks forward to working
with His Grace, Bishop Elect Grigorios, who has great experience and a keen
interest in youth ministry in bringing about a Christ-centered renewal of the
ACRY in the new Church Year.

Outgoing and incoming Mr. and Miss Junior ACRY.

Mr. George Sukal of Homestead, Pa at age 98 is the oldest living ACRY Member. He was present at the
First ACRY convention which took place in 1939 in Johnstown, PA.
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Ecumenical Patriarchate Elects
Archimandrite Grigorios Tatsis Bishop
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Academic Year Begins at
Christ the Saviour Seminary

JOHNSTOWN, PA--The 2012/2013 academic year at Christ the Saviour
Seminary began with a spiritual retreat for students on September 6-7. The
retreat was conducted by the Very Rev. Miles Zdinak, confessor and spiritual
advisor for the students. The seminarians were welcomed the evening before
by the Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, dean.
Instructors for the fall semester include Father Miloro, Father Kenneth Bachofsky, Father Jonathan Tobias, Father James Gleason, John Mavrodis and
Helen Spanovich.
The Assistant Secretary of the Holy Synod, Deacon Ioakeim, announces the results: 12 votes for ArchiStudents are: Sem. William George, Sem. Daniel Vaskalis, Sem. Jim Janiec,
mandrite Gregorios. (To the right of the deacon are His Eminence Metropolitan ELPIDOPHOROS of
Bursa, Abbot of the Holy Patriarchal and Stavropegial Monastery of the Holy Trinity on the island of Halki, Sem. Matthew Dutko, Sem. Joseph Birthisel, Sem. Will Bennett, Sem. David
and His Eminence Metropolitan GENNADIOS of Italy; at the far left, Deacon Gregorios of the Patriar- Urban, and Sem. George Ellis.
chate.)
This semester marks the seventy-second year of service to the Diocese and the
JOHNSTOWN, PA – The Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patri- Orthodox Church.
archate of Constantinople on Thursday, August 30, 2012, elected unanimously
the Very Reverend Archimandrite Grigorios Tatsis to be the Diocesan Bishop
of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese of the USA with the
title of Bishop of Nyssa. His name was submitted to the Holy and Sacred
Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate by His Eminence, Archbishop
Demetrios of America, Locum Tenens of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese of the USA, following the submission of his candidacy by the JOHNSTOWN, PA -- The Diocesan Chancery is saddened to report that
diocesan priests at a Special Assembly convened on July 14, 2012 at Christ Pani Magdaline Salley, the wife of the late Very Rev.Fr. Robert Salley
the Saviour Cathedral. The newly elected bishop will travel to Constantino- Fell_Asleep-In-The-Lord, suddenly, yesterday, September 12, 2012.
ple for the official ceremonies of announcement and acceptance, known as Born Oct. 19, 1943, in Johnstown, daughter of Nicholas and Helen (Pazin)
Mikro and Mega Minima, which will take place at the Ecumenical Patriar- Laichak. Pani Magdaline was a truly loving and caring person and a great lischate. His ordination to the episcopacy and enthronement as Diocesan Bishop tener, who always placed the needs of others before herself. This was evident
will take place later, on a date to be determined, at the Carpatho-Russian with how her four children were raised and also how she helped St. Michael’s
Cathedral in Johnstown, PA.
Orthodox Church in Clymer, of which her husband, the Very Rev. Robert

Eternal Memory:
Pani Magdaline Salley

-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

our people that each of us needs a personal conversion to Christ! My faith in
Jesus must be personal, I must be able to admit that I have met Him in some
way, I feel His presence in my life and I have said “Yes!” to Him. It is not
enough to have undergone the rituals of baptism and chrismation. To claim
that I am Orthodox because I have been baptized and chrismated is as foolish
as claiming that I am married because I received the Sacrament of Marriage!
An anonymous Orthodox person shares his story of conversion:
I was raised in the Orthodox Church. For me that meant attending church on
Sunday (but not Sunday School). So, I never understood what Jesus did for us, our
need for Him, or anything else like that. Around the time of college, I didn’t see
the point of continuing going to church and by the time I was out of school and
throughout my 20s I decided there was no God. With that decision, there was no
going to church. It was until I was 29 that I found myself at rock bottom. At the
encouragement of a friend I went back to church and I finally heard the Gospel
message. I ended up in tears, realizing Jesus is what I’ve been missing the whole
time.
How does a person undergo such a conversion experience? For some people it
is a defined moment: on this day I came to experience and know the Lord in
a more powerful way. It may involve a time of crisis in your life, a time when
you went through a tragedy or hit “rock bottom” as the above story describes.
For others, the experience of conversion to Christ may be a slow, gradual
process as we draw closer to Jesus and come to more fully understand Him as
the Lord of my life. This is the purpose of our continual Confession and Communion: it is a continual process of repenting and seeking to draw nearer to
Christ.
Metropolitan Hilarion highlighted the problems of Russia in 1917: the Russian Orthodox people had a religion but not a relationship with the Lord Jesus
Christ. Practicing the rituals of a religion without a living relationship with
Jesus is empty and has no life! As we live the beauty of our Orthodox Faith may
we also remember our need for an inner conversion to Christ, which is life-giving now and in the world to come!
Very Rev. Fr. Edward Pehanich

Salley, was pastor for more than 38 years. She had a true devotion to her faith
and trust in God and always believed that things will work out for the best.
Faith and family were the true cornerstones of her life.
Pani Magdaline upon the repose of her husband, Fr. Robert, returned to Johnstown and continued her service to the Church at Christ the Saviour Cathedral where she served on the Sunday School Teaching Staff. She also was a
teacher at St. Sophia Orthodox Christian School of Johnstown.
Pani Magdaline is survived by children, Mark, and wife, Liz, Madison, Ohio;
Stephen, and wife, Lisa, Potomac Falls, Va.; Jason, and wife, Olya, Woodbridge, Va.; and Jennifer, Ashburn, Va.; grandchildren, Josie, Jordan, Jacob
and Joshua, all of Madison, Ohio; Benjamin, Zachary and Alexander, all of Potomac Falls, Va.; and Angela and Ethan, both of Woodbridge, Va.; brother,
Henry Laichak, and wife, Romaine, Johnstown; and sister, Dolly Jasiukowicz, and husband, Father Alex, Orlando, Fla. Pani was preceded in death by
parents; husband, the Very Rev. Robert F. Salley; and brothers, Nick and
David, both of Johnstown.
May Almighty God Rest The Soul Of His Newly Departed Servant, Pani Magdaline In The Mansions Of The Just And May Her Memory Be Eternal!

2012 Seminary
Annual Giving Appeal
JOHNSTOWN, PA--The Administrative Offices of Christ the Saviour Seminary have announced the results of the 2012 Annual Appeal.
A total of $60,833 has been given by 803 donors. These gifts help alleviate the
financial burdens of the Seminary associated with costs of education, library
funding, faculty salaries, maintenance of properties and student housing.
Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, Seminary Dean, noted that “over the years
since the Appeals Program was instituted in 1989 by the late Metropolitan
Nicholas and the Diocesan Board of Trustees, a total of $1,217,000 has been
contributed by the faithful of the Diocese. This giving has allowed us to continue our work unimpeded. It is especially important that now there are 9
students studying in the seminary programs of formation”.
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Camp Nazareth 2012

The Church is the Door to Life

I

t is difficult to capture in words all
that happens at Camp in a summer.
It is even more difficult to adequately
express in words the “spirit” of Camp.
Camp has “happened” year after year
for over 35 years, and in that time
thousands of children have become
campers, campers have become staff,
many former campers now have their
own children attending Camp, and yet has anyone been able to express in one
article all that takes place at Camp in a summer? Personally, I do not think
that is possible because there is always one more thing to remember, one more
event to describe, one more relationship that grew in Christ. It is better, perhaps, to focus on one or two aspects of the summer and learn from them the
“spirit” that is at Camp, rather than to try and cover all that Camp offers our
children. We will do this simply by looking at the summer’s theme and by seeing how the theme was used in the program to teach our children the faith and
help deepen their relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ.
“The Church is the Door to Life” was the summer theme. “If you would enter
life, keep the commandments” (Matthew 19:17) was the scripture verse relating to that theme. Exploring and developing the theme, not just as part of a
Faith Enrichment curriculum, but also through Liturgical services, sermons,
programming events, evening cabin talks, and ad hoc discussions, is always a

centerpiece of the summer’s program.
This year was no exception as the
campers learned why St. Irenaeus of
Lyon (a 1st & 2nd century bishop of
our Church) called the Church the
Door to Life, and how we enter that
life by keeping God’s commandments.
Over the course of 5 days Diocesan
priests, deacons and readers, together
with the CN Staff, taught and discussed with the campers how there is no
“churchless” Christianity, and how the Church contains the words of life, the
water of life and the food of life, making it the Door to Life. The key, always,
is engaging the campers in a way that helps them learn and retain the material covered within the Faith Enrichment Curriculum and reinforce that learning throughout the day. This is why it is so necessary to integrate the
curriculum into the rest of the Camp program.
For example, the CN Staff placed scripture verses above each door at Camp,
so not only would campers be reminded of the summer’s verse, but potentially
learn a new commandment each time they went through a doorway. In addition, the idea of passing through a door that has a commandment over it was
a great tie-in to the Church as the Door to Life theme. The Counseling Staff
was also asked to pick a verse from the Scripture relating to a commandment
and put it over the door to their cabin or their counselor room door in order
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to reinforce the summer’s theme. It
was fulfilling at the end of the summer when some Staff and a few
campers asked to take particular verses
home with them from above the
doors. Somehow those verses had
“sunk in” and now held special meaning for them. Taking the verses home
meant they were keeping that meaning close to their hearts.
A second way the Faith Enrichment
curriculum was reinforced through
the program came through the creativity of the CN Staff. Before our
Diocesan weeks began, even before
the Counselor training week, the Staff
was communicating with one another
and the Camp Director discussing
various aspects of the Camp Program.
This included a discussion of Monday Night’s Pool Party theme, which
the staff decided would be superhero
related given the attention to superheroes in recent films. But having a
superhero themed Pool Party is nothing more than a celebration of the modern pagan gods (superheroes like Iron
Man, Thor, Hulk, etc.) The CN Staff worked hard to “Orthodoxize” the Pool
Party theme in order to use popular culture to teach campers valuable lessons
relating to the summer’s theme. They did this by first choosing a scripture
verse that related to their superhero. For example, the CN Staff who chose to
be Iron Man picked the verse from St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, “…take
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand [including]…the shield of faith…the helmet of salvation…” (Ephesians 6:13ff ) This is a commandment for us to put on the
whole armor of God and so the idea was to then later have a cabin talk related
to the scripture verse chosen as a commandment and related to the superhero
and the summer theme. In this way, perhaps, the next time the camper would
see Iron Man in the movies, they would not simply think of Iron Man, but also
about what it means to put on the whole armor of God in their spiritual life.
The whole concept of the superhero genre of film is simply that we, as mere
human beings, can be extraordinary, that somehow within each of us there is
something special that enables us to do extraordinary things. A mere man can
become Iron Man. A scrawny doctor can become the all-powerful Hulk. A
weak, but determined young man, can become Captain America, the hero
America needs. But honestly that whole theme sums up in human terms very
important aspects of the Church’s teaching about the Holy Spirit, and was a
great “vehicle” to use in order to discuss not only the Church’s pneumatology,
but other aspects of the Faith Enrichment Curriculum this past summer.

Page 7

By the power and operation of God’s Holy Spirit we are no longer merely
human, but are capable of fulfilling our divine calling to grow up in Christ and
become God’s children, mature in every way. Those that did this most perfectly we call saints, and many were in a word, extraordinary. 12 mere men,
some uneducated, spread the Gospel to the four corners of the known world.
3 Holy Youths withstood the fiery furnace heated sevenfold. 1 young man
tamed the wild beasts of the lion’s den. Thousands of men, women and children were tortured and died for the sake of Christ, never renouncing Him,
but bravely confessing Him unto the time of their martyrdom. What modern society calls superheroes we often call saints, who by the power of God
conquered unconquerable enemies.
Throughout the course of a very integrated curriculum this past summer, our
children learned not just about important aspects of the Church’s teaching
and our faith, but they learned
through appropriately used dimensions of our modern culture, that they
too can be and are extraordinary by
the power of God; that they too are
“lights” to a world blinded by the
darkness of disbelief. They are these
extraordinary “lights” because they
work at keeping the commandments;
and because they work at keeping the
commandments, all that pertains to
Church as the Door to Life is opened
to them. Camp was not just a place
to help them learn this during the
summer, it was and is a place to help
them live this way always. Camp is a
relationship waiting to happen; a relationship between each camper and
our Lord in which they have every opportunity to enter real, abiding and
everlasting life through the Door to
Life.
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Archbishop Demetrios chairs the Assembly Meeting, with assistance from Archbishop Antony (Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA) and Bishop Basil (Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese),
-Assembly of Bishops, cont’d from page 1

might be strengthened and increased.
The Chairman, Archbishop Demetrios, stressed that this work is not about fixing past mistakes. The current canonical situation in North America, inappropriate though it is, came about on account of immigration from the Old
World and various historical circumstances. This work should be seen as a positive, and necessary, progression down the path of Orthodoxy in this country.
The Assembly directed the Committee for Canonical Regional Planning to
continue its work and resolved to continue earnest discussion of this issue.
While the Assembly realized that it is impossible to provide a definite timeframe, it nevertheless recognized that it is incumbent upon them to have a
plan prepared to present to the Most Holy Autocephalous Churches.
All of the deliberations of the Assembly were characterized by sincere and open
discussion and brotherly affection and amity among the bishops.
The Assembly also approved a budget for the coming year that lays primary
emphasis upon the work of the various committees and the Secretariat. It
adopted a policy to govern its relationship with the former SCOBA agencies
and endorsed-organizations as well as important guidelines governing the delegation of legal and financial authority within the Assembly. It was announced
that an external audit would be conducted by the Assembly after the end of
this calendar year.
On the second day of meetings, the eleventh anniversary of the terrorist attacks
on the United States, the hierarchs gathered at Holy Resurrection Serbian Orthodox Cathedral in Chicago, where they prayed the liturgy together, commemorating the Beheading of the holy Baptist and Forerunner John
(according to the Old Calendar), and partook in the unity of the Eucharist
through shared fellowship in the holy Body and precious Blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who is the Head of the Church and only Source of unity. The
Liturgy was served by Fr. Radovan Jakovljevic and Deacon Nikolaj Kostur and
was presided over by Bishop Longin of the Serbian Orthodox Church. Following the Liturgy, Archbishop Demetrios led all present in a memorial service for those who died in the aforementioned terrorist attacks as well as prayers
for mercy for the survivors and the families of all those who perished that day.
The Assembly of Bishops has published a Message to the faithful.
To our beloved Orthodox Christian faithful throughout North and Central
America:
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We acknowledge the challenges that lie before us and understand our accountability to one another so that our common ministry and witness may be
blessed by God.
We reaffirm our commitment to the decisions and expectations of the Primates of the Orthodox Autocephalous Churches and the Pan-Orthodox Preconciliar Conferences in an effort to safeguard and deepen Orthodox unity, to
promote common pastoral action, to offer common witness in our region, and
to overcome canonical anomalies.
Our unity was manifested in the celebration of the Divine Liturgy and the
sharing of the Holy Eucharist on the occasion of the Feast of St. John the Forerunner (Old Style) as well as in joining our fellow Americans as we mourned
the loss of thousands of innocent citizens 11 years ago on September 11, 2001,
and prayed for the repose of their souls.
Among the items on the agenda was the work of the Assembly’s Secretariat, its
13 committees, and 14 agencies and endorsed organizations. We praise God
for the positive spirit of cooperation that prevailed during the sessions of the
Assembly and celebrate the considerable progress already achieved on many
levels through the expanding activities of its committees.
In particular, discussion focused on the Assembly by-laws and the progress of
the work by the Committee for Canonical Regional Planning. The last of these
discussions constitutes the primary concern of the Assembly in its effort to
enhance Orthodox cooperation, advance a common Orthodox witness and
promote canonical normalization in this region. The Hierarchs spent the better part of the second session focusing – through presentations, deliberations
and reports – on this paramount issue.
As we assemble in Chicago, we also take this opportunity to encourage all of
you, the People of God, in a world exploited and polarized by greed, godlessness, and immorality. We call upon all Orthodox Christians to be faithful to
their calling to be the light of the world.
We recognize the tremendous social pressures to conform to secular standards,
but we exhort you to stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were
taught (2 Thess. 2.15) so that your light is not hidden under a bushel but
placed on a stand (Matt. 5.15) in order for all to see. Let our Orthopraxy attend our Orthodoxy. In this respect:
• We must safeguard the sacrament of marriage in accordance with God’s will
for the sacred union between man and woman and the sanctity of family as the
fundamental nucleus of a healthy society. In this regard, we emphasize regular family worship, particularly at Sunday liturgy.
• We must strive to eliminate the violence proliferated against innocents of
every kind, particularly of women and the unborn. We call for responsibility
by individuals, institutions and governments to ensure the welfare of every
citizen.
• We must resist the wastefulness and greed that dominate our consumer society, confessing that our spiritual citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3.20) in order
that our witness be characterized by the compassion and mercy as well as the
generosity and philanthropy that distinguishes our God who loves humankind.
Finally, we pray for our oppressed and suffering brothers and sisters variously
facing oppression or persecution in the ancient Patriarchates of Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem, as well as in the Balkans and throughout the world. We grieve the loss of US Ambassador Christopher Stevens and
his staff in Libya. We condemn all forms of violence perpetrated in the name
of religion and denounce all expressions of religious intolerance.
Now may the Lord of peace Himself grant you peace at all times in all ways.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. (2 Thess. 3.16,18)

You are the light of the world. (Matt. 5.14)
Beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord,

W

e, the members of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of
North and Central America, gathered in Chicago for our third annual
meeting of September 10-12, 2012, greet you with paternal love, as we offer
glory and thanks to our Triune God.
Forty-three Hierarchs convened in the unity of our holy Orthodox faith,
mindful of our responsibility to each other and to the Church as the Body of
Christ. Some of our brother Hierarchs were absent due to personal illness or
family loss. We recognize our calling to rightly teach the word of God’s truth
as our foremost duty towards the Lord Jesus Christ and His holy Church.
We remember in prayer the recent falling asleep in the Lord of our brother and
concelebrant, Metropolitan Constantine of Irinoupolis, First Bishop of the Archbishop Demetrios celebrates a Memorial Services for the 9-11 victims at Holy Resurrection SerUkrainian Orthodox Church of the USA. May his memory be eternal!
bian Orthodox Cathedral in Chicago.
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Encyclical of His All-Holiness for the
Church New Year
+ BARTHOLOMEW
By the Mercy of God
Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome
And Ecumenical Patriarch
To the Fullness of the Church
Grace and Peace from the Creator and Sustainer of All Creation
Our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ
Beloved brothers and children in the Lord,

O
JOHNSTOWN, PA--The Distinguished Diocesan Donor’s Program aims to
advance our momentum in the 21st century. This vital ministry will be kicking off its Church Without Walls campaign in September.
Just as the Virgin Mary holds out her arms, in the apse of our Orthodox
Church, welcoming us into her warm embrace, presenting Christ to us,
demonstrating she is “more spacious than the Heavens,” our Information
Technology ministry reaches out to the Church beyond the limitations of our
own created space. This crucial ministry reaches those who are unable to attend the divine services, to bring them in through live broadcasting. So even
those who are sick, shut in and down trodden, may still participate in the divine services of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Information Technology has planned upgrades to the website that along with
ongoing live streaming, hosting and technical support expenses that will total
$50,000. Additionally, we have aspirations of purchasing fifteen Mobile Broadcasting Units costing $5,000 each, which would enable all thirteen deaneries,
Camp Nazareth and our new Bishop to have live broadcasting capabilities.
The Mobile Broadcast Unit would enable:
*Camp Nazareth to broadcast live for parents and others to participate,
*Each Deanery to take part in diocesan-wide educational symposiums
and conferences, as well as broadcast selected services, and
*Our new Bishop to take on the road with him as he visits our entire
God-saved diocese.
Today, we ask you to support our diocese. Your contribution will help us advance our momentum in the 21st century in our ever-changing technology
world and various diocese ministries. Please consider making a tax-deductible
gift of $100 or more to the Distinguished Diocesan Donor program.
Distinguished Donors are off to a great start this year, with contributions totaling nearly $40,000. Glory to God! We invite you to become a member and
attend one of our Distinguished Diocesan Donor dinners near you to hear
about the accomplishments of our diocese. Please visit ddd.acrod.org for the
most current information. With your help, together we can continue to advance our diocese. Thank you for your support.
2012 DDD DINNERS
October 6
Youngstown Deanery
Café 422, Warren, Ohio at 5:00PM
October 7
Pittsburgh/Tri-State Deaneries
Churchill Valley Country Club, Pittsburgh, PA at 3:00PM
October 7
Johnstown Deanery
Sunnehanna Country Club, Johnstown, PA at 4:30PM
October 21
Southern Tier Deanery
St. Michael’s Center, Binghamton, NY at 5:00PM
October 21
New York-New Jersey Deaneries
Raritan Yacht Club, Perth Amboy, NJ at 3:00PM
October 28
Chicago Deanery
Pistaria Greek Tavern, Linkwood, IL at 3:00PM
October 28
New England Deanery
Unknown site at this time
November 11 Pocono Deanery
St. George’s Center, Taylor, PA at 3:00PM
***Please check our website ddd.acrod.org for changes/additions in the
schedule. ***
Distinguished Diocesan Donor Program
312 Garfield Street
Johnstown, PA 15906

ur God, who created the universe and formed the earth as a perfect
dwelling place for humanity, granted us the commandment and possibility to increase, multiply and fulfill creation, with dominion over all animals
and plants.
The world that surrounds us was thus offered to us as a gift by our Creator as
an arena of social activity but also of spiritual sanctification in order that we
might inherit the creation to be renewed in the future age. Such has always
been the theological position of the Holy Great Church of Christ, which is the
reason why we have pioneered an ecological effort on behalf of the sacred Ecumenical Throne for the protection of our planet, which has long suffered
from us both knowingly and unknowingly.
Of course, biodiversity is the work of divine wisdom and was not granted to
humanity for its unruly control. By the same token, dominion over the earth
and its environs implies rational use and enjoyment of its benefits, and not destructive acquisition of its resources out of a sense of greed. Nevertheless, especially in our times, we observe an excessive abuse of natural resources,
resulting in the destruction of the environmental balance of the planet’s ecosystems and generally of ecological conditions, so that the divinely-ordained regulations of human existence on earth are increasingly transgressed. For
instance, all of us – scientists, as well as religious and political leaders, indeed
all people – are witnessing a rise in the atmosphere’s temperature, extreme
weather conditions, the pollution of ecosystems both on land and in the sea,
and an overall disturbance – sometimes to the point of utter destruction – of
the potential for life in some regions of the world.
Inasmuch as the Mother Church perceives and evaluates the ensuing dangers
of such ecological conditions for humanity, already from the time of our
blessed predecessor, Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios, established September
1st of each year as a day of prayer for the natural environment. Yet, we are
obliged to admit that the causes of the aforementioned ecological changes are
not inspired by God but initiated by humans. Thus, the invocation and supplication of the Church and us all to God as the Lord of lords and Ruler of all
for the restoration of creation are essentially a petition of repentance for our
sinfulness in destroying the world instead of working to preserve and sustain
its ever-flourishing resources reasonably and carefully.
When we pray to and entreat God for the preservation of the natural environment, we are ultimately imploring God to change with mindset of the
powerful in the world, enlightening them not to destroy the planet’s ecosystem for reasons of financial profit and ephemeral interest. This in turn, however, also concerns each one of us inasmuch as we all generate small ecological
damage in our individual capacity and ignorance. Therefore, in praying for
the natural environment, we are praying for personal repentance for our contribution – smaller or greater – to the disfigurement and destruction of creation, which we collectively experience regionally and occasionally through
the immense phenomena of our time.
In addressing this appeal, petition and exhortation from the sacred Center of
Orthodoxy to all people throughout the world, we pray that our gracious Lord,
who granted this earthly paradise to all people dwelling on our planet, will
speak to the hearts of everyone so that we may respect the ecological balance
that He offered in His wisdom and goodness, so that both we and future generations will enjoy His gifts with thanksgiving and glorification.
May this divine wisdom, peace and power, which created and sustains and
guides all creation in its hope for salvation in the kingdom, always maintain
the beauty of the world and the welfare of humanity, leading all people of
good will to produce fruitful works toward this purpose. And we invoke His
grace and mercy on all of you, particularly those who respect and protect creation. Amen.
September 1, 2012
† BARTHOLOMEW of Constantinople
Your fervent supplicant for all
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MOYOCK, NORTH CAROLINA--The people from Holy Myrrhbearers Orthodox Mission gave Father Maximus Tatum a LOUNGE CHAIR for Christmas. Father is seen here holding his new baby, Zackary. Father is held is such
great esteem by all and we love him so dearly. Because of Father, we are much
better people and so much closer to God that we all wanted to do something
special for him.

BARTON, OHIO--Pictured with their pastor, Very Rev. Michael C. Kabel,
are David Greene and Paul William Foster III who made their First Confession in 2012 at St. Nicholas Church in Barton, OH.

SHARON, PA--On Sunday, August 5, 2012, Archon Michael and Nancy
Ristvey celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary. A Moleben of Thanksgiving was offered. They are shown with their pastor, Father David
Mostroberte.

LEVITTOWN, PA--Donald and Charlotte DeBolt of Saints Peter and Paul
Church, Levittown, PA celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary on June
16, 2012. They are pictured with their pastor, Very Rev. Theodore Z. Mozes.

EAST PITTSBURGH, PA--Several times a year, the St. John’s Church in East
Pittsburgh assembles 200 brownbag lunches for the homeless in downtown
Pittsburgh. Shown assembling the sandwiches are, from left to right: Rose
Durmis, Mary Alice Cole, Pani Marsha Tobias, John Stagon, Marge Kiss, Delores Popovich and Paul Kobasa.

CHEEKTOWAGA, NY--Clayton Wehr and Jack Dziabo of Saint Mary’s
Church in Cheektowaga, made their First Confession this year. They are
shown with their pastor, Very Rev. Thomas Kadlec, and parish altar boys,
Brady Ward, Trey Dziabo, Connor Nowak and Jacob Wehr.

CRAWFORDSVILLE, INDIANA--Holy Transfiguration Church celebrated
their Patronal Feast with the blessing of their newly constructed church sign.
The sign was built by volunteers, Virgil Lawrence, and seminarian John Miller,
son of Father Alexis and Pani Nina Miller.
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Orthodox Vacation Church School
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Coptic Orthodox Monastery
in Warren, Ohio
WARREN, OHIO--The Orthodox Clergy and faithful of the greater Warren,
Ohio area are excited to officially welcome the newly established The St. Mary
and St. John the Beloved Coptic Orthodox Convent in the spring of 2012.
This is the first Coptic Orthodox Convent for Nuns and Sisters Abroad in the
United States. The Monastery is under the auspices and supervision of His
Grace, Bishop Botros, General Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Church. Father
Mauritius is the resident priest and Mother Marina is the Convent’s Abyss.
The Convent lies on a 10 acres of land in Warren, Ohio. The building of the
Convent consists of two levels; each level is 850 square meters. It encloses a
small chapel, 50 rooms, with 22 bathrooms. It has two garages with the capacity of 6 cars, plus a large parking lot to accommodate a large number of cars
for guests and visitors. Connected to the Convent’s building is a six room
house with two garages.
Father Ken Bachofsky, of St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, Father Jonathan
Cholcher of St. John the Baptist Church (OCA), and Father Costa Valantasis
of St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church, have met with Father Mauritius
and Mother Marina to discuss their participation in various charitable and
other combined ministries. The Convent and the other Orthodox churches
look forward to many years of ministry and witnessing to our Orthodox Christian Faith in the greater Warren, Trumbull County, Ohio area.
The Convent generates a prayerful environment to invite retreatants to a
deeper, more personal union with the Lord. The Convent has beautiful landscaping, providing the quiet, scenic surroundings; combined with its beautiful chapel, and spiritual décor creating a wonderful environment for solitude
and personal spiritual reflection. The nuns welcome anyone to come and visit
them for worship, prayer and fellowship.

WARREN, OHIO--St. Nicholas Church in Warren, Ohio was the host of the
28th Annual Orthodox Vacation School Program. This year’s program was
entitled: Discovering the Awesome Power of the Son of God in this World
was held from 9:00 a.m. until 12 noon, June 11th until June 15th, 2012. This
year’s director was the Very Rev. Protopresbyter Kenneth Bachofsky assisted by
a dedicated staff of 20 teachers, cooks, and other volunteers.
Some 70 students were registered and participated in an education program
that studies four fascinating miracles: The Heeling of the Paralytic, The Wedding of Cana, The Feeding of the Multitude, and The Healing of the Man
Born Blind at the Pool of Siloam. Decorating the entire hall and church complex were several different scenes from these miracles creating an atmosphere
enabling the children to feel that they were actually in the Holy Land where
these miracles were first performed by our Lord Jesus Christ.
The day’s activities included not only education lesions on the miracles, but
also time was allocated for games outside on the Church grounds, arts and
crafts, music lessons as well as very nourishing meals for all of the children
and staff prepared by the Kitchen Crew. The highlight of the week was the
Final Program held on Friday, June 15th beginning at 12 noon starring all the
students. Students were able to display all of their craft items on tables and
show off their talent with a variety of musical hymns, skits and plays, enchanting their audience of parents, grandparents, family and friends that filled
the auditorium area.
After the conclusion of the program students and all their guest in attendance,
enjoyed a delicious Pizza Party that featured various ethnic pastries, cookies
and cakes. As everyone enjoyed the pizza and baked goodies, a slide show was
presented highlighting all of the activities during the week. Students delighted
in seeing their pictures showing all of the fun that they had for this year’s Orthodox Vacation Church School. On a special display table there were informative pamphlets about the Holy Trinity Orthodox Christian Academy,
an Orthodox Parochial School in Warren, Ohio, that is supported and sponsored by the Orthodox Parishes in the greater Warren and Ohio’s Trumbull
County area. A special introduction of the newly established St. Mary and St.
John the Beloved Coptic Orthodox Monastic Community was given by Father
Ken Bachofsky. Father Mauritus, the resident Priest and Mother Marina, the DANBURY, CT--Holy Trinity Church began the New School Year with
Abyss, were presented gifts as a token of welcome into the Orthodox Chris- prayers for the students of the parish. Pictured with the students is Prototian Community in Warren, Ohio.
presbyter Luke Mihaly, pastor of Holy Trinity Church.

LAKELAND, FL--Parishioners of St. Nectarios Mission put together school
kits for needy children. Church World Service (CWS), a longtime partner of
IOCC, makes it possible to send school kits to children who might otherwise
not have the things they need for school. St. Nectarios Mission has been participating in this program for a number of years, putting together school kits
CENTRAL CITY, PA--Saints Peter and Paul Church held a surprise party for to provide less fortunate children the tools needed to do well in school. Again
Andy Kalanish on the occasion of his 80th Birthday. Andy is shown with Pro- this year parishioners donated and accumulated about 40 kits which will be
todeacon Oleg Aminov.
packaged up and shipped by an anonymous donor in the parish.
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Haiti’s Homeless Struggle To Recover
From Isaac

September 30, 2012

PERIODICAL

Prayers and best wishes
are extended to
Very Rev. Father John &
Pani Annajane Fencik
on the occasion of their
35th Anniversary of Marriage and Ordination.
May God bless them with
many more years of peace,
health and happiness.

CONGRATULATIONS!

-Editorial, cont’d from page 2

figure will go up considerably before all is said and done. That’s not even
counting the $12,000.00 cash and $165,000.00 in stock certificates that were
also found in Walter’s house.
When I read this story, the Parable of the Rich Fool found in the Gospel of St.
Luke—specifically the following verse—immediately came to my mind: “You
fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be
which you have provided?” In Walter Samaszko’s case, the IRS and a cousin
Temporary shelters like this tent encampment located on a former nine-hole golf course in Port-au- with whom he wasn’t particularly close will reap the benefits of his lifetime of
Prince offered little protection against the torrential rains and wind brought on by Tropical Storm Isaac miserly hoarding.
this past weekend. Two and a half years after the devastating earthquake, nearly 400,000 Haitians still live
in makeshift shelters like these. Photo: Paul Jeffrey/IOCC

We will never know what motivated Walter to live in such an odd, extreme
manner. Did he think that he could just continue to store up treasures for
Baltimore, MD (IOCC) — Tropical storm Isaac’s unleashing of wind and himself here on earth and build “bigger and better barns” like the wealthy man
water on Haiti last Saturday left more than two dozen people dead, washed in Christ’s parable? Did he really think he would live forever? One can only
away precious food crops, and destroyed the tents that still house hundreds of speculate about that, as we can only speculate about how much good he could
thousands of survivors of the 2010 Haitian earthquake. The tropical storm have done with his accumulated wealth. It could be argued that Mr. Samaszko
tore through tents and makeshift homes offering no protection from torren- had every right to do whatever he wanted with his money—even the right to
tial downpour and the renewed threat of highly-contagious waterborne dis- do nothing with it at all—which seems to be the case. Still, our Christian conscience speaks clearly of the obligation we have to help others and to share our
eases like cholera.
good fortune with those who have not been blessed with abundance. Our reTwo years after the country was rocked by an epic earthquake, more than
sponse to our neighbor’s needs will go a long way in determining our Lord’s
390,000 homeless Haitian still live in cramped makeshift camps and tent cities
eternal response to us one day.
around the capital of Port-au-Prince. Many of the families are forced to remain in the camps because they have nowhere else to go. They represent the We are all familiar, I’m sure with our Lord’s famous words: “For what shall it
most vulnerable citizens of Haiti – those who are unemployed or too elderly profit a man if he gain the whole world, but suffer the loss of his soul?” There is
also an old saying about such things: “You can’t take it with you.” In this case,
or infirm to repair the quake damaged homes they once lived in.
it would have been much too heavy!
“The passage of this storm leaves Haiti again with many more victims who
need the solidarity of all,” said Father Grégoire Legoute, an Orthodox priest
in Haiti. IOCC is in contact with Orthodox Church partners in Haiti and is
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
working with them to assess the immediate and long-term needs of the surEditor
vivors.
The Church Messenger
Moving westward, now Hurricane Isaac made landfall last night in the US, unfurling winds of up to 75 miles an hour and producing drenching rains that
will span the Florida panhandle to the eastern coast of Texas. The slow-moving storm is hovering over the Louisiana coast where the prolonged downpour
combined with high tides is causing significant coastal flooding. The low lying
ECOME ISTINGUISHED
town of Plaquemines, Louisiana, has been hardest hit with surging Mississippi
River waters spilling over the town’s levee and submerging homes in as much
Distinguished Diocesan Donors Program
as 12 feet of water. Another 500,000 Louisiana residents are without electric312 Garfield Street
ity.
Johnstown, PA 15906
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HOW YOU CAN HELP
You can help the victims of disasters around the world, like the natural disaster in the Haiti, by making a financial gift to the International Emergency Response Fund, which will provide immediate relief as well as long-term support
through the provision of emergency aid, recovery assistance and other support
to help those in need. To make a gift, please visit www.iocc.org, call toll free
at 1-877-803-IOCC (4622), or mail a check or money order payable to
IOCC, P.O. Box 17398, Baltimore, Md. 21297-0429.
ABOUT INTERNATIONAL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHARITIES
IOCC is the official humanitarian aid agency of the Assembly of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops in North and Central America. Since its inception in 1992,
IOCC has delivered more than $400 million in relief and development programs to families and communities in 50 countries.

❏ YES! I would like to support Diocesan Ministries & Apostolates!
Enclosed is my check made payable to “Distinguished Diocesan
Donors” in the amount of:
❏ $100 Entry ❏ $250 Bronze ❏ $500 Silver ❏ $1,000 Gold
❏ $10,000 Platinum ❏ Other $___________
Name__________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________
City ____________________________ ST _______ Zip__________
Phone _____________________Email_______________________
Parish__________________________________________________
***PLEASE INVITE OTHERS TO BECOME DISTINGUISHED ALSO***

