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ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE
Communiqué on the resurgence of Violence spreading throughout the World

T

he Ecumenical Patriarchate expresses profound concern about the resurgence of violence currently spreading throughout the world.
From America to Africa and throughout Europe
and Asia, continents are confronted with the phenomenon of intolerance that not only undermines world stability and peace, but also
constitutes a denial of human dignity. Racial
murders, genocide, ethnic cleansing, anti-semitism, destruction of places of worship etc, constitute barbaric acts that must be denounced
publicly, particularly when they are masked with
the veil of religion in an effort to justify them.
The Ecumenical Patriarchate is particularly concerned about the situations in the Middle East,
as well as in Nigeria and Sudan. Clashes between
Christians and Muslims in these parts of the
world must be overcome by promoting love for
one’s neighbor as the peaceful expression of the
bond uniting every human being. Furthermore,
the Ecumenical Patriarchate is deeply concerned
about the future of the people of Syria, as well as
for the future of Christianity in that country.
Therefore, we are calling on all parties involved
in this conflict to lay down their weapons, especially given the urgency of the humanitarian situation.
The solution to such conflicts requires dialogue
above all else. Dialogue constitutes more than

merely a better understanding or toleration of
our differences, indeed, dialogue is the essence of
reconciliation and transformation. Therefore, religious leaders should be working together,
through dialogue, to affirm God’s peace in the
world. We, as religious leaders, have a moral obligation to resist war and promote peace as a vital
and fundamental necessity for all humanity. Religion cannot and should never be a basis for war
and conflict, nor should it be used as an instrument of fundamentalism and fanaticism for
purely political motives and ends. With great resolve, we have repeatedly emphasized that any
crime in the name of religion is a crime against
religion. In this respect, dialogue is the only hope
for attaining peace.
Finally, His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew and the Ecumenical Patriarchate
express their solidarity with and compassion to
all communities affected by violence, addressing
a fervent appeal to all autocephalous Orthodox
Churches, all Christian Churches and religious
communities, as well as to international organizations and states, as well as every person of good
will, to contribute to the triumph of peace over
war and hatred.
At the Ecumenical Patriarchate, August 14, 2012
The Chief Secretariat of the Holy and Sacred Synod

Fr. Miklos Returns From An OCMC Mission Trip to Tanzania
SPRING HILL, FL -- Father Michael Miklos
Dean of our Florida Deanery returned August 8th
from his eighth Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) Mission trip in the past seven years.
This is his fourth trip to Tanzania with other visits to Cameroon, Zimbabwe, South Africa and
Kenya. He and previous teams also made visits to
parishes in Chad and Uganda.
After a two year absence from Tanzania, Father
Michael was pleased to be warmly greeted by His
Eminence Metropolitan Irenymos of Mwanza,
Tanzania, who remembered him and greeted him,
as if he had never left, with a warm hug, and his infamous broad smile.

Pietarinen who also is a nurse, She administered to
the team and tried to help the students many of
whom were suffering from Malaria.
After the initial orientation in Mwanza, Tanzania
the team traveled by vehicle around the west shore
of Lake Victoria to Kazisiki the Metropolis Seminary, in the Kagera region, one hour from the town
of Bukoba. Where they were greeted by the students and our host Fr. Gerisimos a long time friend
of Father Michael’s, Many of the local priests also
came to greet us many of whom Father Michael
knew from previous visits.
The Training sessions were conducted for 7 days.
Fr. Michael with Fr. Gersimos and Kenneth Kidd
There were two classes of 35 students each, receivThe OCMC Team was very diverse with members being from different ing four hours of instruction each day. With each day beginning at 6:00AM
walks of life. Along with Fr. Michael, Spiritual Advisor; Mr. Kenneth Kidd, with Matins, then on Sundays and Holy Days Divine Liturgy, with Vespers
the OCMC Annual Gifts Officer ( Team Leader); Monica Kostron, Exec- at 6:00 PM followed by evening prayers for the students at 9:00 PM.
utive assistant; Eugenia Vasilladis, Bridal Gown Designer; Alexandra Pierce, Chalices and patens were given by Christ the Savior Greek Orthodox
a priests daughter; Edward Bearse , a Minnesota Judge; all from the U.S. Church Brooksville, Florida and many Icons and religious appointments inand from Finland Tiina Matveinen, School teacher; Matushka Anneli
-cont’d on page 3
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Live and Learn…
A Lesson in Faith

I

t’s been said that we learn something every day, and I certainly
have found this to be true in my own
life. I have also found that the lessons
we learn frequently come from the
most unlikely sources. Allow me to
share with you a learning experience I
recently had that bears this out.
Every Saturday morning, confessions
are scheduled in our church. While
I’m not exactly swamped with penitents on Summer Saturdays, there are
always a few who come to avail themselves of the opportunity to receive
the grace of the Sacrament of Confession. On a recent Saturday, a parishioner entered the church and knelt
down to pray. As is customary, I was
standing in the deacon doorway of
the icon screen so that those who may
be waiting know that I am ready to
hear their confession. Suddenly, I noticed the door opening again. This

time two men entered—men that I
immediately assessed as being individuals who were not there to confess
their sins. Like all other churches that
exist in an urban, inner-city environment, it is quite common for us in
Perth Amboy to deal with “walk-in
visitors”—some quite harmless, and
others a bit more menacing. As I was
quickly trying to determine into
which category these two men fit,
they both came into the nave and
knelt down—one about midway up
the aisle; the other in the very front
pew! Still suspicious, I approached the
man with whom I was in closest proximity and asked if I could help him
with anything. This is usually where
I hear a story about needing money
for train fare, or medicine, or rent, or
food, or, well, the list goes on and on.
The follow-up comment usually goes
something like this: “I have a check
-cont’d on page 3
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An Educational Encounter

I

t is that time of year when our students have returned to school for a
new academic year. This new academic year provides a new beginning
for our students, an opportunity for
them to learn many important things
that will carry with them for the rest
of their lives. While for many of us
September is just another month,
since we are no longer engaged in academia, it is important that we remember we are never too old to learn
and grow. As we know from experience, one of the best ways to learn is
through the asking of questions.
When we ask a question, it demonstrates the fact that we are interested
and are open to learning.
The Gospel reading that was read on
the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
(Matthew 19:16-26) related to us an
educational encounter that took place
between our Lord and a rich young
man. This young man came to our
Lord with an important question, one
that, hopefully, you and I think about
often. His question, as you may recall
was, “What must I do to enter the
Kingdom of Heaven?” What a wonderful question! A question that is by
far the most important one could ever
ask.
Our Lord, at first, answered the
young man in a way he expected.
The Lord told him that he must keep
the commandments, specifically mentioning the following: “You shall not
murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not
bear false witness, honor your father
and your mother, and, you shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” After
hearing the Lord’s answer and knowing that he kept these commandments, the young man asked a further
question: “What more must I do?”
Jesus said to him, “If you want to be
perfect, go, sell what you have and
give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow
Me.” This saying of the Lord, troubled the young man because he had
great wealth and many possessions
that he was not prepared to get rid of.
Although he was interested in the
Kingdom of Heaven, he was not willing to do what was needed to attain it
and was instead, more interested in

keeping his possessions. He was not
willing to completely surrender himself to the Lord. Rather than follow
our Lord and strive for perfection, he
chose the path that leads to spiritual
death and enslavement to the passions.
When we study Holy Scripture, it becomes clear to us that the Lord came
into the world precisely to help us
overcome sin which had a stranglehold on humanity. Christ taught us
about the need to go deeper in the
spiritual life and examine our mind
and our heart. He asks you and I the
same question he asked of Adam after
the Fall in the Garden of Eden:
“Where are you?” What is our inner
spiritual condition? Is our heart at
peace and filled with love, or is it
darkened and weighed by the passions
of anger, jealousy, pride, lust, or any
other soul destroying inclination? If
we are honest, everyone of us has one
or many obstacles that stand in the
way of surrendering our life to Christ
such as, in the case of the rich young
man, excessive attachment to material
possessions; or our work, our hobbies
or even another person.
During the past several weeks while
celebrating of the Great Feast of the
Dormition of the Mother of God and
its preparatory fast, the Church has
drawn our attention to the person of
the Mother of God, seeing in her the
ultimate example of the faithful
Christian and follower of Christ. She
is like us in every way having inherited the same consequences of the Fall
of Adam and Eve. Yet, she, unlike
you and I, always used her God-given
free will in the correct way and experienced the Blessedness of the Kingdom of Heaven because she “... heard
the word of God and kept it” every
time and without exception.
In celebrating this important Feast
Day of the Church, we find the answer to the young man’s question,
“What must I do to attain the Kingdom of Heaven?” Holy Tradition tells
us that the Most Holy Mother of God
lived her life in a holy way from a tender young age. She prepared herself to
be a living tabernacle of God by
spending most of her childhood in
the Temple in Jerusalem. She pre-cont’d on page 8
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Archbishop Jan of Presov
Reposes in the Lord
PRESOV, SLOVAKIA -- His Eminence, Archbishop Jan of Presov, Slovakia reposed in the Lord on
Thursday, August 2, 2012 at the age
of 75.

St. Nicholas Cathedral, Mwanza
-Tanzania, cont’d from page 1

cluding Pectoral Crosses from the estate of Fr. George Breyan. His Eminence
was very pleased to receive them and Consecrated and blessed them after Divine Liturgy. He said to me that he wanted to elevate some priests and now
with the crosses he would.
Many of the people do not have Icons of their own. The students were given
Icons to mount on wood as a project. Fr. Michael then offered prayers of Blessings for them.
Then on Monday August 7 at 9:00 PM Tanzania time (2:00PM EST) we
boarded the ferry boat for a 9 hour ferry ride across Lake Victoria to Mwanza.
After a short rest we visited the Cathedral now under construction. With the
dedication hopefully next year and the new Seminary being built. ( It is
through a great benefactor from Greece made several years ago that these buildings are being constructed.)
After lunch we were taken to the Mwanza airport for our journey to our respective homes. As is normally expected in Africa our plane was two hours
late in arriving, at Mwanza, Fortunately we had a scheduled, four hour layover
in Nairobi, with ample time to make our connection to Amsterdam..
It is Father Michael’s hope that he and Pani Karen can travel to Mwanza next
year for the dedication of the Cathedral. Having been the main priest celebrant in the consecration of two churches in Africa, one in Cameroon and
one in Tanzania, and assisting in the laying of the corner stone of several
churches in Cameroon, he prays that, it would be a fitting conclusion to these
journeys.
-Editorial, cont’d from page 2

Archbishop Jan (John) Holoni was
born on January 29th, 1937 in Trebišov, Slovakia. In 1958 His Eminence, completed the Orthodox
Theological Faculty in Presov, and was
ordained, that same year deacon and
later priest.
In May of 1983 Archbishop Jan was
consecrated as Bishop and assigned as
ruling Bishop of the Diocese of
Michalovské, which he shepherded for
more than 20 years. Under his leadership, the Michalovce Vocational
School Church of Saints Cyril and
Methodius was established as was the
St. Rastislav Children’s Pre-School. After the death of the Metropolitan Nikolai, the Archbishop of Presov, and Metropolitan of Czech lands and Slovakia,
Bishop Jan, was elevated to the rank of archbishop on February 6, 2006. On
March 11 of that same year at an Eparchiál Assembly of the Orthodox eparchy
of Prešov, Archbishop Jan was elected as Archbishop of Prešov and Slovakia
and was enthroned on April 7, 2006.
Archbishop Jan was well known to the clergy and faithful of the American
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese of the U.S.A. Mindful of the importance of maintaining a cordial relationship with our brothers and sisters in
Christ of our ancestral homeland, Metropolitan Nicholas formed a close personal friendship with Archbishop Jan. Over the years, Metropolitan Nicholas
travelled on numerous occasions throughout Slovakia visiting the monasteries and churches of Slovakia with Archbishop Jan. Archbishop Jan was also a
frequent guest of Metropolitan Nicholas, having most notably taken part in
the consecration of the Sts Cyril and Methodios Church at Camp Nazareth in
2003.
Funeral Services took place on Wednesday August 8, 2012 at St. Alexander
Nevsky Cathedral in Presov. The Divine Liturgy was celebrated at 8:00 AM
followed by the Priestly Funeral Service at 10:00 AM. Burial took place in
Archbishop Jan’s birthplace in the village of Kravany.
May Almighty God rest His newly departed servant, the ever-memorable
Archbishop Jan in the mansions of the just and may his memory be eternal!

coming next week, Father, and I will pay you back then.” I must say that in
all my years in the priesthood, I have never refused to help those who have
sought my assistance —nor have I ever been paid back by anyone! You can
imagine my amazement when I received this reply: “You have already helped me,
Father. I eat at your soup kitchen every Monday night.” He said he was passing
by and just wanted to come in and pray, and I assured him he was always welcome to do so (now that I knew he fell into that “harmless” category!). But my
“teacher” wasn’t quite through with me. As I went back to hear that confession,
these were his parting words: “You know Father, I never pray for what I want...I DANBURY, CT--Holy Trinity parish in Danbury, CT will once again host an
adult retreat at the Village Inn in Lenox, MA from Friday, November 2nd
only ask God to give me what I need. And He always does.”
The best theologian in the world could not have taught a better lesson in how through Sunday, November 4th. Very Rev. Protopresbyter James Dutko will
to pray. How often our prayers center on the things we want. When we pray be our Retreat Master and the topic of the retreat will be “The Story of Mary.”
we can sometimes be like a child sitting on the lap of Santa Claus, asking God The retreat package consists of a 2 night stay at the quaint Village Inn, 2 full
breakfasts and 1 dinner. The cost is $300 for a couple in a double room and
for one thing after another. I’m sure we can all justify our actions and make a
$175 for a single (including tax).
good case for needing the things we want. Yet isn’t it curious that we, who are
supposedly men and women of faith, cannot simply leave matters in God’s The weekend will provide an enjoyable opportunity to deepen our Orthodox
hands and trust that He knows what we really need? Didn’t Christ Himself faith, as well as relax and enjoy time with friends, old and new. Saturday
tell us not to worry about possessions and material goods? “My Heavenly Fa- morning, after breakfast, we will have morning prayers followed by a presenther knows what you need,” He clearly stated. “He takes care of the birds in tation. This will leave the afternoon open for free time activities such as shopping, visiting nearby Stockbridge to see the Norman Rockwell Museum or
the air and the flowers in the field.” Is it so hard to believe that our needs matsimply enjoying the natural beauty of this scenic locale. Saturday evening we
ter to God too?
will gather for a Moleben to St. Nectarios and confessions for those who wish.
At first glance, the man I encountered seemingly needed plenty—but wanted Dinner will be at The Village Inn followed by free time. Sunday we will have
little. He literally had next to nothing—no home, no job and obviously very Divine Liturgy. Following the service, we will gather for a group picture and
little of anything else. I would not have wanted to trade places with him. Still, enjoy a hearty New England breakfast together before departing to our rethere was a certain sense of joy about him, and he is far richer than most of us. spective communities.
He has learned to be grateful for whatever God provided for him, and he has Reservations are limited and available on a first come, first serve basis. If you
learned to “commend his life unto Christ our God.” Have we? I sometimes won- would like to attend, please contact Susan Sulich at ssulich@yahoo.com and
der. Perhaps after reading this, you will all be on your way to doing so as well. include any special needs with regards to accommodations. Reservations and
full payment must be received by September 30, 2012. Checks can be mailed
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco to Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, 74 Joes Hill Rd., Danbury, CT 06811.

Adult Retreat in Lenox, MA
November 2-4
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Protodeacon John S. Youhas
Reposes in the Lord

by Father Robert, cousins of the deacon: the Very Reverend John R. Pribish,
the Very Reverend Protopresbyter William Conjelko, (Pani Charlotte
[Pribish]) and several other deanery and local priests and deacons.
On a very sultry Tuesday morning, the Funeral Service for Protodeacon John
was celebrated by the Very Reverend Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, Chancellor of the Diocese, the Very Reverend John P. Gido, pastor emeritus of St.
John’s Church, the priestly cousins, the pastor of St. John’s, and eighteen other
priests. Faithful came from the Cathedral, St. Nicholas Church of Homestead,
St. John’s of North Side, Pittsburgh, St. John’s of East Pittsburgh, Holy Resurrection, Potomac, MD, and several other parishes to pay their respects to and
offer their prayers for the repose of John’s soul.
Father Frank’s eulogy focused on three specific verses of the twenty-third
psalm: “”Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me...” You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies...” applying them to the character of
this deacon and then highlighted the labors of the deacon, offering condolences to the family from the Consistory and the entire Diocese.
A memorial luncheon followed the funeral service in St. John’s Parish Center,
after which the entombment of the deacon’s body took place at Sylvania Hills
Mausoleum in Rochester, PA. As the procession formed to accompany his
ABRIDGE, PENNSYLVANIA--Early in the morning of Friday, July 20, 2012, body to burial, the heavens gave forth tears of mourning, so it seemed, with
the Protodeacon John S. Youhas, first deacon ordained by His Eminence Met- a heavy downpour, but ceased just before the prayers of committal. The Proropolitan Nicholas of thrice-blessed memory and first man to holy the dignity todeacon is survived by his parents John and Kathryn (Pribish) Youhas, sister
of protodeacon in our God-saved Diocese, fell asleep in the Lord with his Bonnie and Ron Raible, and Tamara Wilson, and several aunts, uncles, and
beloved sister Bonnie (Raible) at his bedside in Good Samaritan Hospice in cousins. Blessed repose and eternal memory to the newly-departed servant of
Wexford, PA. The deacon had courageously fought a year-long battle with God, Protodeacon John!
cancer.
Protodeacon John was a member of St. John the Baptist parish in Ambridge,
PA. He was born on May 17, 1950 in Central City, PA, but soon after his
family relocated to Hopewell Township (Aliquippa, PA). He was a graduate of
Hopewell High School (1968), Robert Morris University, and our Christ the
Saviour Seminary, having also resided at the Annunciation Monastery in
Tuxedo Park, NY for two years. Upon ordination, he immediately became the
first personal deacon of His Grace, Bishop Nicholas and travelled extensively
throughout the Diocese with him, thus becoming well-known to almost every
parish and hundreds of the faithful laity. In addition to the trying duties of this
travel, he also oversaw the daily order of our seminary, serving as prefect for
ten years. He initiated a Scripture Study group for members of our Cathedral
and many others who joined due to its great popularity and the deacon’s dynamic personality.
Unfortunately, he became ill at the end of that decade of service, and out of
necessity retired from this ministry to his bishop and the Diocese, and returned home to live with his parents, struggling to regain his health. During
that time, he suffered his first bout with cancer, and won. In a limited capacity, he continued to serve his local parish as best he could. And, glory to God,
in recent years, he gained a resurgence and began to be very active in deanery
events (Lenten Mission services, home blessings with his pastor, Father Robert
Prepelka, 3D Dinners, and the St. Nicholas Charity Banquets hosted by the
Pittsburgh Deanery), and once again began traveling to Camp Nazareth and
to Johnstown, re-establishing to a degree his service to Metropolitan Nicholas,
once again joyfully assisting His Eminence at various Diocesan celebrations,
After multiple training, fellowship, and fundraising sessions, the team is ready!
thus ending his earthly career in the same fashion as he had begun it.
DANBURY, CT--The Orthodox Youth Mission team was in Johnson City,
On Monday, July 23, the Very Reverend William Evansky (Holy Ghost
TN from July 7-15, 2012 to participate in the Appalachian Service Project.
Church, OCA) and the Very Reverend Michael Kochis (St. Vladimir Church,
Ukrainian Orthodox), both of whom knew the deacon well, joined Father The team was lead by Father Luke Mihaly of Holy Trinity in Danbury, CT
Robert in vesting the newly-reposed body of the deacon, singing the first along with 4 other adult leaders. The team consisted of 11 teens from the
panachida, and then transferring the body to St. John’s Church, where another parishes of Holy Trinity Danbury, CT, St. John’s Mill Hill Avenue, Bridgepanachida was offered. He would now lie in state for visitation by many fam- port, CT, Holy Trinity Yonkers, NY, St. Barbara’s Orange, CT and St. Alexis
ily members, clergy, and friends. A third panachida was sung in the evening in Clinton, CT.

2012 Orthodox Youth Mission Team
ASP Trip, July 7-15

The first project was installing vinyl siding, reframing an outside wall, and
creating a drainage ditch for an elderly woman who lives alone. The second
project was installing a new outside wall, including framing, insulating, sheathing and siding for an elderly couple. The third project was flooring, replacing
a bathroom, and repairing a roof leak for a Korean War veteran who also lives
alone.
In addition to the construction work, the team participated in many social,
cultural, and devotional activities with two other church groups at the center.
After a long week of hard work, the team was rewarded with a visit to Hershey
Park. On the way home, they also attended Divine Liturgy and received a very
warm welcome at Church of the Holy Ascension in Frackville, PA and visited
the Holy Protection Monastery in White Haven, PA.

Protopresbyter Frank Miloro leads the prayers for the repose of the soul of Protodeacon John.

If you are interested in joining this Orthodox Youth Mission Team, creating
your own team, or have any questions regarding this service opportunity, please
contact team leader Susan Sulich at ssulich@yahoo.com or Father Luke Mihaly
at padreluke@aol.com. More information on The Appalachian Service Project (ASP) is available at www.asphome.org.
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Hope
in the Face of

Despair
I

n November 2010, Daron Richardson, the 14 year old daughter of a former professional hockey player, took her life in Ottawa. Almost a year later, in October 2011, 15 year old James
Hubley also committed suicide in Ottawa. While their backgrounds
and stories were not the same they both struggled with despair –
something many of us may face.
In his last blog message James wrote, “This hurts too much. How do
you even know it will get better? It’s not.”
I cannot speak to James’ exact frame of mind, however I know from
my own experience, from reading the lives of the saints and from
Scripture that we all can find ourselves struggling at times with depression and in the pit of despair, questioning the quality of our life.
Consider the following sentiments:

David’s Psalm 88
I am given over to an intense spiritual temptation…a sort of depression…If it would last longer than it does, it would cause death
or madness. St. John of Kronstadt
My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. (Jesus praying in the
garden) Matthew 26:38

That we suffer and feel alone and even depressed at times is an unfortunate reality of life. The devil’s hatred for all things of God as
well as our own weaknesses makes suffering certain. How long and
how often we suffer varies from person to person and from time to
time. But it is understood that the source of our suffering can come
May the day perish on which I was born…May that day be dark- from within our own broken hearts as much as from external
ness…May darkness and the shadow of death seize it; Why did I not sources. Because our suffering often comes from within, we may
die in the womb?
feel depressed and lonely even when enjoying material comforts surrounded by family and friends. St. John Chrysostom, himself havJob 3:3-5, 11
ing passed through many trials of life, wrote the following: “There
are many things which from ignorance alone cause us sorrow, so that
I am like a helpless man, free among the dead, like slain men thrown
down and sleeping in a grave, whom You remember no more; King
-cont’d on page 2
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if we come to understand them well, we banish our grief.” He cites, as examples, how Abraham (who was asked to sacrifice his only son Isaac) and Joseph
(who was sold into slavery by his brothers) did not fall into despair despite
suffering events that were counter to God’s promise to each of them.
One of the greatest lies we can be confronted with is that we suffer alone; that
no one understands our suffering; that our suffering will never end. We assume that everyone else around us is holding it together. And if that is the case,
there must be something wrong with us and not with others. How unbearable that we are truly alone, misunderstood and abandoned. But this is not
the truth! We all share in humanity’s common affliction - the brokenness of
soul and body. This suffering confronts both Christian and non-Christian
alike. When reading scripture we can meet many others who have suffered and
we can also find God’s loving response to this suffering. We live in a fallen
world and we ourselves are imperfect –imperfect in what we choose to do, as
well as imperfect in how we view the world, those around us and ourselves. St
Paul refers to our failure to perceive clearly when he says, “For now we see in a
mirror, dimly…” (1 Cor. 13:12a)
Why do we hurt so much at times, even when not confronted with what might
be considered difficult hardship? And more importantly, how can we prepare
for and deal with the suffering and hurt?
To begin with, we need to understand that our hearts long for the consolation
of the One who made us and who loves us perfectly. Without Him all else becomes pointless and leads to emptiness. Our possessions, successes and
achievements may satisfy briefly but eventually mean nothing – and our soul
knows it.
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One of the best conclusions I could offer anyone who is suffering is this prayer
from Fr. Arseny, who suffered horrible conditions and treatment in a Soviet
prison during the 20th Century:
O my beloved Queen, my hope, O Mother of God, protector of orphans and protector of those who are hurt, the savior of those who perish and the consolation of
all those who are in distress; you see my misery, you see my sorrow and my loneliness. Help me, I am powerless, give me strength. You know what I suffer, you know
my grief. Lend me your hand because who else can be my hope but you, my protector and my intercessor before God? I have sinned before you and before all people. Be my Mother, my consoler, my helper. Protect me and save me, chase grief
away from me, chase my lowness of heart and my despondency. Help me, O Mother
of my God! Amen!
Fr. Deacon Michael Laliberte
Christ the Saviour - Ottowa, Canada

With that understanding, we must enter into a personal relationship with Jesus
and grow that relationship. It is a real, living relationship with Christ that
brings us a joy which satisfies completely; a joy we long for and wish for others. Will this new (or renewed) relationship make all our struggles easy to
overcome? Absolutely not! Christ himself faced the darkness in difficulty:
“And being in an agony He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat became like
great drops of blood falling down to the ground.” (Luke 22:44) We will still find
ourselves feeling empty and lost at times. Metropolitan Hierotheos, quoting
from St. John Cassian, says we must struggle “against the demon of dejection
which casts the soul into despair.” But we do not struggle alone. We must
pray regardless of our feelings. St. Ephraim, recognizing the common struggle with despair, included it in his prayer which we pray frequently during
Lent:
Lord and Master of my life, Take from the spirit of sloth, despair, lust of power
and idle talk.
We must ask the saints, the Mother of God and Christ himself to help us.
The worst thing to do is to believe ourselves to be alone. If we believe we are
alone and attempt to pull ourselves out of the pit...we will fail. It is a freeing
act of humility to admit our weakness and our need before God. We must
avoid facing the weight of sin, darkness, and despair by ourselves. The saints,
some of whom I quoted at the beginning, while struggling at times against
despair, never actually succumb to that despair. Rather they called out to God
to help them. And we see God’s faithful response. This is in contrast to Judas
who despaired and instead of turning to God, turned his back on God and life
itself. We are not alone. We have not only the saints and the Mother of God
interceding for us. In His wisdom, the Lord has established confession, absolution and spiritual fathers for our healing. These are not Church rules intended to promote guilt. Rather, they are there to help us verbalize our
struggles before the Lord and before a spiritual father who is called to love us
and who desires to guide us to healing.
Finally, what can we do for those around us who are suffering? “And if one
member suffers, all the members suffer with it...” (1 Cor. 12:26). To begin with,
most of us are not professional psychologists and we should not try to play that
role. However we can listen, encourage and direct those who are hurting towards healers and specifically towards The Physician of our souls and bodies,
Christ Himself. When we listen we must do so with sensitivity, acknowledging the hurt and loneliness they are feeling as well as their desire for love, life
and healing. We should not condone actions that are hurtful or destructive to
themselves or others. Likewise, we should never mock or belittle anyone, regardless of their political or moral views. If someone expresses they are hurt
or wounded then be their defender in front of others and direct them towards
a place of healing. More specifically, this may include guiding them to medical help, counselors, and psychologists. It should include guiding them to
Scripture and a spiritual father. We can encourage them to pray and we should
pray for them, regardless of their background or their openness to God. For
God died for them and for all people, just as He died for you and me, even before we turned to Him.

Serving Our Country
TYLER ANDREW FERKO
Rank: Private
Signal Support Systems Specialist
Branch: PA Army National Guard
Duty Station: Sellersville, PA
Training Location: FT Jackson,
South Carolina & FT Gordon, GA
Home Parish: Holy Ghost Church Phoenixville, PA
Bio: Tyler was born and raised near
Holy Ghost Church and grew up as
an Altar Boy. He is currently doing
research for a future career in Law
Enforcement. He was sworn in on
Dec 27, 2011 at the MEPS station
in Harrisburg, PA. His unit is
scheduled for deployment to
Kuwait in January.
“When I finish training I get to come
home and just go to once a month
drill nearby until my unit is needed.
As for the future, I plan to attend college for a Bachelors in Criminal Justice and Law Enforcement, finish my
16 year commitment with the National Guard and either pursue a
State Trooper career during my time
or renew my contract as a recruiter at
my local RSP Office and prepare the
next generation of soldiers.”
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Candles are also used when people, whether they are babies or adults, are
brought into the Church through the Sacraments of Baptism and Chrismation. When a baby is baptized the use of candles as an offering or sacrifice to
God is made perfectly clear. There is a tradition in the Church where during
the baptism of a baby a few clippings of their hair are cut as part of what is
called the tonsuring. The reason is simply that a baby doesn’t have much to
offer, as older children and adults we are able to do the good works of God on
our own, but a baby is not afforded this opportunity. But, what they do have
is a little bit of hair and it this hair which is then offered to God by burning
it in the candles around the baptismal font. This is truly a beautiful offering
and it lives out the calling of the Gospel to let our “Light shine before men”
in the only way a small baby can do.
We have answered two questions. It is now time for the third. We hold candles for a number of the reasons already mentioned. But, if we think about
our experiences of the Divine Liturgy there are certain times when candles are
he man pictured to the right
especially held. Altar Servers and sometimes adults will hold candles in front
seems to be thinking about a
of the priest. The candles which are held at the Little Entrance, for example,
relatively common question.
represent St. John the Baptist who came before Christ in order to prepare and
One we may have even had and just
reveal Him to the people of the world. Jesus says of St. John: “He was the
never thought to ask. We, unlike that
burning and shining lamp, and you were willing for a time to rejoice in his light”
man, will have the chance to have our
(John 5:35). The candle is literally telling everyone in the church, in the words
question answered RIGHT NOW!
of John the Baptist, “Behold the Lamb of God,” and quickly thereafter the priest
Why are there so many candles in our
follows holding the Gospel book which always represents and shares with us
churches and what are the reasons we
the words of Jesus Christ in the stories and teachings it holds.
light and hold them? It seems that in
There is a reason behind everything we do in the Church. There is perhaps
every direction we look inside the
no greater example of the use of candles in the Orthodox Church than an exchurch there are candles. I can rememtremely important point in the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy where the priest comes
ber as a small child counting every canout of the Royal Doors with a lit candle in a completely darkened and quiet
dle in the church or at least trying (there
Church and announces: “The Light of Christ shines for all”! It is an incrediwere close to 100 that morning)! Somebly moving and extraordinary moment of the Liturgy as mid-week, during
times candles serve extremely practical
Lent we are given the reminder that Jesus Christ is fully present and available
purposes, such as when the power goes out or when its dark outside and there to us. We share in this same light of Christ each time we light a candle, each
simply is no other form of light. But they also serve a far greater purpose as time we hold a candle, even each time we count one of the candles. Let us ask
well. Like everything else we do in the church, things are done in an effort to the Lord always in the words of St. Gregory Palamas to: “Enlighten the darkglorify God and ask for His grace and mercy in the best possible way we are ness”!
able to.
Jesus Christ announces in the Gospel of St. John: “I am the Light of the world.
He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” (John
8:12) The Church Fathers share with us that Jesus spoke these words in reference to great lamps being lit at a great feast of the Jews during His life on
earth. In saying this, Jesus announced Himself to be the fulfillment of all celebrations of light. He is the Light of the world and confirms this many times
during His earthly life as He shines in the Transfigured Light of Mount Tabor
and performs many miracles as he opens the eyes of a blind man, who had
never even seen the light of day. Jesus is the Light and He shares this light with
us, His faithful followers.
We light them first of all as an offering to God Who is the Light. This is seen
not only through the small financial offering shared with the Church in lighting the candle but also in the time it takes and in the honor it bestows upon
God through the prayers of His saints. In the candle we are able to see and,
dependent on the type of candle, smell our prayers burning as an offering to
God. This is certainly the main reason we light candles in the church.
Here are a few others found in the writings of St. Nikedomos of the Holy
Mountain:

T

Ryan James Orsargos
Junior Bass Fishing Champion

•To glorify God, who is Light, as we chant in the Doxology: “Glory
to God who has shown forth the light”.
•To manifest the inner joy of our soul.
•To bestow honor to the saints of our Faith, imitating the early Christians of the first centuries who lit candles at the tombs of the martyrs.
•To symbolize our good works, as the Lord said: “Let your light so
shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father who is in the heavens.” The priest also gives us this charge following our baptism.

HOMER CITY, PA--On Sunday, July 22nd, Ryan James Orsargos was presented with the icon of Jesus and Peter with the disciples fishing on the Lake
of Galilee. Fr. Matthew Conjelko preached the sermon on the disciples miraculous catch of fish during an appearance of Christ ( John 21:1-14 ). The casting of the net symbolizes the call of the apostles, as well as our call, to spread
the gospel and to be “fishers of men.” The icon was donated by the Ladies
There are many times when candles are used during the services of the Church. Altar Society and presented on behalf of the congregation of Saints Peter and
The most important (or at least the most memorable) is during the Resurrec- Paul Orthodox Church in Homer City on the occasion of Ryan’s participation
tion Matins service on Holy Saturday when every person in the church carries in the National Junior Bass Fishing Championship. Last August, Ryan won
a candle around the building in procession. The candle represents the victory the Junior Bass Fishing Tournament at Lake Erie. This qualified him for the
of Christ over death - Light over darkness. This is probably the first time that National Tournament which will be held at Lake Lanier in Georgia from Aumany of us are allowed to hold a candle on our own and it holds great signif- gust 9-11. Ryan will be entering the 7th grade at Homer Center Jr. High
icance as we are constantly reminded to be very careful with this light as young School. He is the son of Sherry and Darrin Orsargos and the older brother of
children. We should do our best in life to hold our Lord and Savior Jesus Jared. Ryan serves the altar at SS. Peter and Paul church and recently returned
Christ with the same care and concern in front of us as we age and progress in from the diocesan Altar Boy Retreat. Ryan is active in many sports. Besides
fishing, Ryan enjoys football, baseball, basketball, golf and hunting.
our spiritual life.
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O Lord, crown them
with glory and honor.

“And the two shall
become one flesh...”
By Subdeacon Zak and Marissa Vaskalis
“What kind of yoke is that of two believers, (partakers) of one hope, one desire, one discipline, one and the same service? Both (are) brethren, both fellow
servants, no difference of spirit or of flesh; nay, (they are) truly “two in one
flesh.” Where the flesh is one, one is the spirit too. Together they pray, together prostrate themselves, together perform their fasts; mutually teaching,
mutually exhorting, mutually sustaining…Between the two echo psalms and
hymns; and they mutually challenge each other which shall better chant to
their Lord. Such things when Christ sees and hears, He joys. To these He sends
His own peace. Where two (are), there withal (is) He Himself. Where He (is),
there the Evil One is not.” (Tertullian, To His Wife, II, Ch. 8)
Echoing the words of St. Paul, Tertullian’s text above exemplifies the view of
marriage between believers in the early church, a view that the church upholds
and continues today. The meaning of marriage within the Orthodox Church,
which distinguishes it from all others, is that it is the responsibility given to and
accepted by the husband and wife to work out their salvation as one flesh and
spirit, transfiguring and transforming their earthly agreement into the eternal
reality of the Kingdom. (Meyendorff, The Meaning of Marriage, p. 18) The
eternal significance of marriage, it is fairly safe to say, is not even on the radar
of most marriages taking place in the world today. Rather, we will try to take
a scriptural and personal look at our own marriage and how the church has
helped us and continues to help us realize our goal of eternal love and eternal
joy in God’s Kingdom.

Searching for someone of the same faith
[Zack]: Personally, I feel that it helps to create a sense of wholeness, a complete
union, one that I am not sure would otherwise exist, except within the church.
I hate to admit this, but unity in faith was not something I always held in the
highest regard. Don’t misunderstand me. Being Orthodox was never up for
compromise, however in my younger unmarried days, I naively believed that
if a woman of a different faith loved me enough she would convert for me.
(Any young men out there reading this and thinking the same thing I’d suggest changing your view rather quickly. We certainly can talk about this, but
please learn from an older man’s mistakes!) The problem with this view is that
it is completely unfair to your potential spouse. They have grown up in their
faith their entire life and unless they are searching for more or something different, then there is no reason why you should make them choose between
faith and love.
[Marisa]: I grew up believing in fairytales. I grew up with a dream of falling
in love and living happily ever after, just as the characters did in the stories
that I loved. As a little girl, I loved watching the princess ride off into the sunset with her Prince Charming – you know, that sappy picture of love that we’re
all supposed to grow out of. But, it was the dream that I never let go of, even
though the picture changed as I grew. The vision of Prince Charming and the
castle grew into a husband, family, and home. But that dream of true love always stayed with me: the man that I would spend my life with would be my
soul mate, the one with whom I’d fall in love. But as I grew up, I learned that
even this “grown-up” picture of love was still a dream to a lot of people. It
wasn’t realistic to believe in falling in love and finding that happily ever after.
It was more realistic to expect break-ups, divorce, and disappointment at every
turn. That dream of mine was a nice dream – the dream of a little girl. But I
grew up believing in lots of things that are hard to believe in. I grew up with
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a faith based on believing in impossible things – the Resurrection, the Virgin
Birth, the Trinity. If I could believe in these things, why couldn’t I believe in
the possibility of finding a soul mate?

Choosing your helpmate
[Zack]: In St. John Chrysostom’s sermon on “How to choose a wife”, he advises
young men to, “approach the blessed Paul and read the laws which he has
recorded concerning marriage.” You know what St. Paul tells us concerning
marriage. “Love your wives as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for her.”
(Eph. 5:25) Husbands should also, “love their wives as their own bodies…for
we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones.” (Eph. 5:28-30) And
finally, St Paul writes in Ephesians, “for this reason a man shall leave his father
and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” (Eph.
5:31) When contemplating St. Paul’s words to the Ephesians we should realize that it is beneficial for us to find our spouse within the context of the Orthodox Church. How much easier is it for us to do what St. Paul requires if
we have someone who shares the same beliefs and can help us, as we help
them? How much more fulfilling is it to work out with fear and trembling our
salvation, keeping in mind the goal of the Christian life: theosis, or union with
God!
[Marisa]: I needed so badly for the one I’d share my life with to understand
that my faith was such an integral part of who I was, of who I am. I needed
my husband to be someone who would share that faith with me, who could
have those same beliefs. Because he wouldn’t just be my soul mate, whoever
this man was, he would be my helpmate, and the father of my children. And
I would be his helpmate, the mother of his children. The home we’d create
would need to be centered on the same beliefs. It was a lot to ask for, and it
was a lot to pray for. But despite that, and despite a lot of heartache and doubt
in the meantime, that dream came true; those prayers were answered. I fell in
love with this man who shared my faith, who shared that same dream of finding love, family, and a home centered on the same faith. We were (and are) so
in love, and I had my happy ending after all. We were married last October;
we had a beautiful wedding, and in our own way, we rode off into the sunset
(or rather, we rode off in a plane headed for Italy for our honeymoon).

Working on achieving perfection together
[Marisa]: That’s it, though, isn’t it? Life doesn’t just end once you find your
“happy ending,” does it? Maybe that’s what people are talking about when
they think the stories are unrealistic. Even if you do find that your dream has
come to fruition, you don’t just ride off into the sunset on horseback. Your life
goes on. The sun rises again, and you continue on, filling your days with whatever you are called to do. It’s just that life is just different now. Now you have
to figure out how your happily ever after is going to work, because your life
isn’t your own anymore, and your dream has already come true. Your life belongs to someone else now, too, and you have to reshape both of your lives to
become one life, leading towards one great ending – paradise. And the question becomes: how do you journey there together?
[Zack]: The holy apostle Matthew in his gospel reminds us that we are called
to perfection. The Lord says, “You must be perfect, just as your Heavenly Father
is perfect.” (MT 5:48) There are numerous reasons why being of the same
faith helps in achieving perfection. Yet, since I am far from achieving it I will
not write about them here. I will only give my personal experience which I
hope will convey the same essence. I have been lucky enough to have been
granted permission by the late Metropolitan Nicholas to help distribute communion in my home parish. I can tell you as a married man, that it is hard to
find something greater, or something that elicits more tears of joy, than to see
my wife standing in line waiting to receive the Body and Blood of Christ in
the Eucharist. Every aspect of it creates an indescribable feeling within me
from the golden ring on my right hand, to the golden spoon carefully balancing Body and Blood, to the eternal significance and the reminder that we
are one flesh, united in Christ by His Body and His Blood. The feeling of
wholeness, of unity of heart, mind, and soul, of truly being one with your
partner is fully expressed in the Eucharist. It is hard to hold back the tears of
how truly happy I am as I write this, and I find it hard to imagine being able
to feel this way if we were of different faiths.
We thank God everyday for the bringing us together, to be able to share our
lives together day after day. We look forward to growing old together, continuing to share and grow in our faith together, working on achieving perfection day in and day out for the rest of our lives.
Zack Vaskalis is a sub-deacon from St. Michael’s Church in Freeland, PA and
Marisa is the daughter of the Very Rev. Jonathan and Pani Marsha Tobias of St.
John the Baptist Church in East Pittsburgh, PA. Our best wishes to them as they
are currently expecting their first child.
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A Fading Vision of the Old World
Western Pennsylvania’s Carpatho-Russians Cling to a Celebration of Their Heritage
By JOHN W. MILLER, Wall Street Journal Online
WEST MIFFLIN, PA—Father
Robert Prepelka rose at 5 a.m.,
cooked 96 stuffed-cabbage rolls and
brought them to a picnic table in the
shadow of the Jackrabbit, a wooden
roller coaster built in 1920.
John Righetti of the Carpatho-Rusyn
Society brings several traditional costumes to the festival every year.
It was the last Thursday in June—
Carpatho-Russian Day at Kennywood park, an annual tribute to the
Slavic people from the Carpathian
Mountains of Eastern Europe. They
are Rusyns, not Russians, despite the
modification of their name in the
U.S.
The day, which once drew thousands,
attracted fewer than 100—reflecting
demographic changes in former industrial cities, where Asian and Latino
immigrants now often outnumber
Europeans, and the digital age, which
offers alternatives to such get-togethers.
In 1920, if you were from Kamjunka,
in present-day Slovakia, and you lived
in Johnstown, Pa., “you came to Kennywood to meet people from your village,” said John Righetti, national
president of the Carpatho-Rusyn Society, which uses the original spelling.
“Now if you want to connect with
your ethnic group, you go on Facebook.”
Mr. Righetti, a Pittsburgh business
consultant who still believes in connecting in person, sets up a display at
another picnic table with traditional
costumes along with photos of famous Carpatho-Russians, including
the late pop artist Andy Warhol.
“Mother used to always take Andy
and me when we were youngsters,”
said Paul Varhola, the artist’s 90-yearold older brother, who maintained
the family’s original name. “We
looked forward to it every year.”
Other amusement parks devote days
to certain nationalities and cultures as
well as for scout troops and church
groups. Dollywood, in Pigeon Forge,
Tenn., opened its 2012 spring season
with a Festival of Nations featuring
performers from Ireland, Zambia,
Ecuador and elsewhere.
Kennywood, a large park in this Pittsburgh suburb with games and rides
that is controlled by British privateequity firm Candover Investments
PLC, is unusual in letting neighborhood ethnic groups organize their
own days. The park, which lists the
day on its website, offers a pavilion
with picnic tables and a kitchen free
of charge as well as discount tickets to
ethnic clubs. The groups take care of
everything else.
In years past, the Carpatho-Russians

invited bishops to give convocations
and asked local ethnic dancers and
choirs to entertain. They published
their own programs, listing events and
local ethnic-business sponsors, and reserved a blank back page for autographs.
The tradition at 114-year-old Kennywood started in 1917, with Croatian
and Serbian days, and now has 14
ethnic days. “It’s our oldest tradition,”
said park spokesman Jeff Filicko. Less
traditional is dachshund racing,
which the park launched in 2005.
In 1910, about 26% of Pittsburgh’s
population of 533,905 was “foreignborn white” and almost entirely European, according to census records.
Of those, some 30,000 were
Carpatho-Russians from across the
former Austro-Hungarian empire, according to a study of immigration
records by the Carpatho-Rusyn Research Center of Glassport, Pa.
A century later, only 6.9% of the city’s
population of 305,704 was foreignborn, with only 1.7% of it born in
Europe. Today, Pittsburgh residents
born in Asia outnumber those born
in Europe for the first time, Christopher Briem, a researcher at the University of Pittsburgh, noted. Some
600,000 Carpatho-Russians live in

His Carpatho-Russian days at Kennywood had dancing, accordions and
crowds of thousands. “I was in charge
of the kitchen, selling whiskey and
beer,” Mr. Sukal said, his accent
drenched in Rusyn, the Slavic language some here still speak. “You can’t
drink whiskey there anymore.”
Among the events Mr. Sukal helped
organized in 1960 were a potato-picking contest for women and a 75-yard
“fat men’s race.” This year, he decided
to stay home. Too hot. “I’m feeling
wobbly,” he said.
With Mr. Sukal and others absent, organizers found themselves with too
much food and not enough
Carpatho-Russians. A woman put out
a call on the park intercom inviting
people to stop by.
the U.S., the Center estimates.
Callawe Bey, an African-American
In a nod to the changing ethnic vegetarian, eyed the Halushki, which
makeup, Kennywood first hosted is basically noodles and cabbage.
Asian Day in 2009. Shellie Yeung, “That’s vegetarian, right?” Mr. Bey
who came to the U.S. from Taiwan in asked Father John Brancho, who said
1978 and works in Pittsburgh as a it was and sold him a plate.
registered dietitian, said the day at- At 6 p.m., Father Prepelka sold off
tracts 200 to 300 people, many of what leftover stuffed cabbage he could
them younger. “We’re more recent and packed up the rest. “Next year,
immigrants, so there are a lot of chil- we’ll try to keep it going,” he said.
dren,” she said.
Italian Day is far bigger. “We have
over 120 volunteers and an attenCAMP NAZARETH
dance of 12,500 last year,” said Lorraine Arena, secretary of Italian Sons
WORK WEEKEND
and Daughters of America. “And we
used to get a lot more, but we’ve lost
AND RETREAT
a lot of the older people.”
Carpatho-Russian Day is among the The theme at camp this past season
smallest, kept alive by a half-dozen
was that “The Church is the door to
priests from local Orthodox churches,
as people have intermarried, left town life.” If the Church is the door to
life then our beautiful Camp
or assimilated.
It’s a far cry from the world remem- Nazareth is a pathway to the
bered by George Sukal, 98 years old. Church. For the second year we are
Mr. Sukal was born in 1914 in organizing a work weekend over the
Chornoholova, a village in what is Columbus Day weekend from Ocnow Ukraine. He worked in the mills tober 5 through October 8, 2012.
until he was 62 and then as a grave Most people can arrive either Friday
digger until he was 93. He attributes
evening or Saturday morning and
his longevity to a shot of Seagram’s
we will try to complete all work
V.O. whiskey every day.
projects through noon on Monday.
There is much to be done including
new projects, repairs to existing facilities and cleaning. All are welcome, boys and girls, men and
women. Lodging, food and beverages will be provided. Come and
help renew our camp and pray with
us in the beautiful Sts. Cyril and
Methodius Church. Please notify
Fr. Dn. Jim Phifer of Holy Ghost
Parish if you intend to participate.
His E-Mail address is frdnjamesphifer@gmail.com or call at 610630-0506.
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LAKELAND, FL--Anastasia Cousins and Autumn Galluccio of St. Nectarios
Mission Church received the Sacrament of Repentance this year. They are
pictured with their parish priest, Fr. Nicholas Wyborski.

SCRANTON, PA--Ashley and Shelbey Hrywnak of Saint Nicholas Church in
Scranton, PA, are shown with their pastor, Very Rev. Fr. Nicholas Ferencz, on
the occasion of their First Confession.
ROCKAWAY, NJ--Ian and Luc Bourgin are shown with their pastor, Fr.
Michael Chendorain, after the celebration of the Divine Liturgy commemorating their First Holy Confession. They live in France and have been taking
classes over the internet with Fr. Michael for the past school year. They have
family that attend SS Peter & Paul Church (Rockaway, NJ) and were adopted
as parishioners by the parish family.

HOBART, IN--On August 19, the Feast of Transfiguration of the Lord,
Robert Gary, an altar server of Saint Nicholas Church in Hobart, IN, was presented with his first prayer book, which, with the help of God, will be his
CENTRAL CITY, PA--Reese Madison Deborah Koback of Saint Peter and companion as he begins on the path of prayer and piety. Robert is pictured
Paul Church made her First Confession on May 6. She is pictured with Pro- with his parish priest Fr Sergii Alekseev.
todeacon Oleg Aminov.

DANBURY, CT--Engaged couple Nicholas Mihaly (Holy Trinity Orthodox
TAYLOR, PA--Elizabeth Cozy, Larissa Posdon and Joel Cali of Saint George’s Church in Danbury, CT) and Stacey Carlisle (St. John the Baptist Orthodox
Church are shown with their teacher, Mary Ann Petrunich, on the occasion Church in East Pittsburgh, PA) celebrate their graduation from Western Conof their First Confession. Pastor is Protopresbyter Mark Leasure.
necticut State University and Clarion University respectively.
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JOHNSTOWN, PA-- Pictured are the 2012 High School and College Grad- TAYLOR, PA--Pictured with their pastor, Protopresbyter Mark Leasure, are
uates from Christ the Saviour Cathedral. Cathedral Dean is Protopresbyter the 2012 Graduated from St. George’s Church. They are: Katie Kameroski,
Frank P. Miloro.
Jason Gnall, John Souter, Kyra Leasure, Michael Shimko and Vanessa Schab.

LEVITTOWN, PA--High School graduate Gregg Kneiss was honored at
Saints Peter and Paul Church in May 20, 2012. He is shown with his pastor,
Very Rev. Fr. Theodore Mozes.

PHOENIVILLE, PA--2012 Graduates from Holy Ghost Church included
Tyler Ferko, Anastasia Koss, Elizabeth McShane and Andrew Koss. They are
shown with their pastor, Protopresbyter John Fedornock, and Deacon Jim
Phifer.

POTOMAC, MD--2012 High School graduates Alex Breno and Logan Hill
HOMESTEAD, PA-- Pictured with their pastor, Protopresbyter Robert from Holy Resurrection Church, Potomac, MD, are shown with their pastor,
Buczak, are Katherine Stienstra and Sarah Fucsko, 2012 College Graduates Fr. Peter Zarynow.
from Saint Nicholas Church in Homestead, PA.

LATROBE, PA--Pictured are the 2012 Graduates of St. Stephen the Protomartyr Orthodox Church, Latrobe, PA. (l. to r.) Jonathan Markowsky, Cory
Thoma, Fr. Michael Rustik, Anna Maria Urchek, Ann Jakubek, and Reader
Frank Calabrese.

SHARON, PA--Alyssa Waryanka and Matthew Tofani of St. John the Baptist
Church were honored on the occasion of the High School Graduation. They
are shown with their pastor, Father David Mastroberte, and Protopresbyter
Michael Polanichka.
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DEEPEST SYMPATHIES
ARE EXPRESSED TO:

Eternal Memory!

-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

pared her heart to receive God, through unceasing prayer and in fasting. We
see in this Feast, the fruits of a life lived in harmony with the will of God. We
discover that if, like the Mother of God, we live our lives in conformity to the
will of God, we too will be translated from death to life, as we sing in the
Troparion of her Feast. When we are obedient to Christ and live in accordance with the teachings of the Church, we are raised us up above the confusion of the world, above the darkness of sin and are given a foretaste of the
blessedness of the Kingdom to come.
Brothers and sisters in Christ, it is never too late to learn and to grow in our
relationship with God and in our participation in life in the Church. In this
New Church Year, following the example of the Mother of God, let us not get
so caught in the cares of daily life that we forget about God, or put anyone or
anything above Him. Let us not be afraid to ask the Lord the question the
rich young man asked: “What Lord Must I do to follow Your will, so that I
can enter into Your Heavenly Kingdom?” Let us not only ask this question,
but also be willing to listen to the answer, which will be revealed to us in the
quietness of prayer. Unlike that rich young man, let us, in humility, crucify our
own will so that we may be willing to remove all the obstacles that stand in the
way of Kingdom of Heaven. Learning from the incredible example of the
Most- holy Mother of God may we be life-long students of the Church, that
great schoolhouse of repentance, where we learn to “commend ourselves, each
other and all of our lives unto Christ our God.”

PERIODICAL

Pani Carmen Tatum on the falling
asleep of her father,
+ROBERT STRETCH
Father Deacon Robert Hubiak on
the falling asleep of his mother,
+ROSE MARY HUBIAK
Father Karl Kish on the falling
asleep of his mother,
+SUSANNA KISH
the family and friends of
+PANI MARTHA ZAPOTOCKY, wife of the late Father Gabriel Zapotocky, and daughter of the late Father Alexander Harpas
and the family and frineds of
+PROTOPRESBYTER PETER HOTROVICH

Please remember in your prayers
Father Grigorios Tatsis
who is currently recuperating from recent back surgery.
Additionally, cards and other messages of encouragement can be sent to
him at the following address:
Holy Trinity Cathedral
1200 Robert E. Lee Blvd.
New Orleans, LA 70122
O Christ, you alone are prompt to defend us; quickly visit Your suffering
servant Fr. Grigorios. Through the prayers of the Mother of God, deliver
him from sickness and bitter pain. Heal him so that he may sing to You and
always praise You - for You alone love us.

2012 Annual Meeting of the Assembly
of Bishops Convenes in September

The 2012 Annual Meeting of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops
of North and Central America will be convened Monday through Wednesday,
September 10 through 12 at the O’Hare Airport Hilton Hotel in Chicago,
Illinois. This is the third Annual Meeting of the Assembly which consists of
the sixty-six active hierarchs serving the Church in this geographic region:
eleven residing in Canada, five in Mexico and fifty in the USA. The first annual meeting was convened in New York City in 2010 and the second in
Protopresbyter Peter Paproski Chicago in 2011. Provided below is the schedule for the Meeting, a proposed
agenda for the several business sessions and a Timeline synopsis of the Assembly’s activities from its inception up to the present. The prayers of all
clergy, monastics and laity are requested by and for the bishops.
ECOME ISTINGUISHED
By way of background, delegates from the fourteen Autocephalous Orthodox
Churches participated in a historic Fourth Pre-Conciliar Pan-Orthodox ConDistinguished Diocesan Donors Program
ference, which met at the Center of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Cham312 Garfield Street
bésy-Geneva, Switzerland on June 6-12, 2009. The Conference was a direct
Johnstown, PA 15906
result of the Synaxis of the Heads of all the Orthodox Churches, convened by
ddd.acrod.org
His All Holiness Bartholomew I at the Ecumenical Patriarchate October 1012, 2008. At that time, the Heads of the Churches expressed their “desire for
❏ YES! I would like to support Diocesan Ministries & Apostolates!
the swift healing of every canonical anomaly that has arisen from historical
Enclosed is my check made payable to “Distinguished Diocesan
circumstances and pastoral requirements, such as in the so-called Orthodox
Donors” in the amount of:
Diaspora, with a view to overcoming every possible influence that is foreign
to Orthodox ecclesiology.”
❏ $100 Entry ❏ $250 Bronze ❏ $500 Silver ❏ $1,000 Gold
Acting as formal representatives of the Autocephalous Churches, the mem❏ $10,000 Platinum ❏ Other $___________
bers of the Fourth Pre-Conciliar Conference in Chambésy in 2009 affirmed
“that is the common will of all of the most holy Orthodox Churches that the
Name__________________________________________________
problem of the Orthodox Diaspora be resolved as quickly as possible, and that
Address_________________________________________________
it be organized in accordance with Orthodox ecclesiology, and the canonical
City ____________________________ ST _______ Zip__________
tradition and practice of the Orthodox Church.” The Conference decided to
Phone _____________________Email_______________________
establish an “Episcopal Assembly” (aka “Assembly of Bishops”) in specific geParish__________________________________________________
ographic regions which are beyond the boundaries of the Autocephalous
Churches. The Conference identified twelve such regions throughout the
***PLEASE INVITE OTHERS TO BECOME DISTINGUISHED ALSO***
world, of which that of North and Central America is one.
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