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Diocesan Priests Nominate Successor to
Metropolitan NICHOLAS
JOHNSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA
– On Saturday, July 14th, 81 of our
Diocesan priests gathered for a special
Assembly at Christ the Saviour
Cathedral in Johnstown for the purpose of nominating a successor to the
late Metropolitan Nicholas as Ruling
Bishop of the Diocese. At the end of
the morning, Archimandrite Grigorios Tatsis, current Dean of Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral in
New Orleans, Louisiana became the
designated nominee.

Divine Liturgy

T

he day began with the celebration of Divine Liturgy by Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, Diocesan
Chancellor, who was assisted by the
other members of the Consistory:
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco, ViceChancellor; Protopresbyter Ronald
Hazuda, Diocesan Treasurer; Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka; Protopresbyter
Lawrence
Barriger;
Protopresbyter Kenneth Bachofsky
and Protopresbyter Mark Leasure.
Also present was His Eminence,
Archbishop Demetrios, Exarch of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate and Locum
Tenens of the Diocese. The Archbishop offered the homily, reminding
everyone that our Lord fulfilled His

promise to send the Holy Spirit to
guide His Apostles, and consequently,
the same Holy Spirit would be present at the Assembly, aiding the clergy
in their sacred task.

The Nominating Process

A

t the conclusion of the Divine
Liturgy, Archbishop Demetrios
led the priests in a brief prayer service. After this, Father Miloro announced that the 2/3 quorum of
priests necessary for the nomination
process to continue had been met. He
explained that since Father Grigorios
was the only candidate being presented, the priests were to mark their
ballots with a simple “yes” or “no”
vote, indicating that they were either
confirming or rejecting the candidacy
of Father Grigorios. One by one, each
priest, according to seniority, was
called forward by the Chancellor and
was asked to place their completed
ballot in one of the three unconsecrated chalices that had been placed
on the tetrapod.
After all had cast their ballots, the
Archbishop appointed Protopresbyter
James Dutko, Protopresbyter Luke
Mihaly and Protopresbyter Samuel
Sherry to tally the votes in front of the
Assembly. The results were as follows:

65 “yes” votes and 16 “no” votes. The
results were announced by Archbishop Demetrios and a chorus of
“Axios” was sung for Father Grigorios,
whose name will now be submitted to
the Ecumenical Patriarchate for
Canonical Election.

Biography of Archimandrite
Grigorios Tatsis

A

rchimandrite Grigorios was born
in Charlotte, NC on Dec 7,
1958, with the baptismal name of
George, the first of two children of
Peter and Antonia Tatsis. He is a graduate of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill earning a BA
degree in Biology (1981) and the
University of North Carolina at Charlotte earning a MS degree in Biology
(1989). Working for more than 20
years in the field of Cardiovascular
Research at Carolinas Medical Center
in Charlotte, NC, he authored/coauthored over one hundred articles,
abstracts, and book chapters.
A true son of the Church, from his
early youth Archimandrite Grigorios
served in his home parish of Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral in
Charlotte, NC in various capacities
including altar server, Sunday School

teacher for 13 years and in several
leadership positions including Parish
Council President. He was also a
founding member of St. Nektarios
Greek Orthodox Church in Charlotte, NC where he served on the
Parish Organizing Committee, as
Sunday School teacher for four years,
as a member of the choir and as its
first parish council president.
After taking part in a mission trip to
Alaska sponsored by the Orthodox
Christian Mission Center, Archimandrite Grigorios felt the calling to pursue his life-long dream of studying for
the Holy Priesthood. Leaving his secular job in early 2003, he entered
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School
of Theology in Brookine, MA in the
Fall of 2003 and graduated in May of
2006 with the Masters of Divinity degree.
Archimandrite Grigorios was ordained a Deacon at St. Nektarios
Greek Orthodox Church in Charlotte, NC on November 4, 2006 by
His Eminence, Metropolitan Alexios
of Atlanta. He was tonsured a Monk
at Agia Lavra Monastery in Kalavryta,
Greece on January 17, 2007, receiving the name Grigorios with St. Gregory Palamas as his Patron Saint. He
was ordained a priest at Annunciation
-cont’d on page 3
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Putting On the Armor of Light
“And do this, knowing the time, that
now it is high time to awake out of
sleep; for now our salvation is nearer
than when we first believed. The night
is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore, let us cast off the works of darkness,
and let us put on the armor of light”
(Romans 13: 11-14).

The Assembly was a very solemn, orderly and prayerful event. For some
50 of the attending priests, this was
the first time they had participated in
the episcopal nominating process.
The presence of the Holy Spirit certainly could be felt—as could the
presence of our late Metropolitan as
we gathered in the cathedral that was
“his” for some 26 years. The overwhelming vote of confidence that Father Grigorios received from our
clergy reflects the firm belief that we
have found someone who indeed is
qualified for the task that lies ahead
of him and is capable of facing the
challenges that will be put before him.

to Christ. Just as every morning we
have to get up and get dressed for
work and the day’s activities, so also
each day we have to deliberately, “put
on Christ,” the armor of light.
Following are three suggestions for
concrete ways we can participate in
this synergistic life of putting on the
armor of light which is freely pron the seventh prayer of Great Ves- vided by Christ.
pers said quietly by the priest during the singing of Psalm 103, the 1) A rule of prayer.
priest in behalf of the people makes
We all need a pattern of prayer that
this simple petition, “Endue us with
allows us to continually walk in the
the armor of light.”
light of Christ. This is especially imWe see in these two references the portant at the beginning and at the
beautiful harmony between Holy end of each day.
Scripture and Holy Tradition. In the
Beginning the day without prayer is
first case, St. Paul in describing spirilike walking into a dark room withtual warfare exhorts the Roman
out turning on the light or stepping
church to “put on the armor of light.”
out into the street without looking
In the second case, Holy Tradition in both ways.
the form of liturgical prayer beseeches
Saying prayers in the morning is an
the Lord to “endue us with the armor
act of the will to put on the armor of
of light.”
light. Likewise, at the end of the day,
The two references together illustrate as we enter the physical “darkness” of
the dynamic of synergy or coopera- night, we need to again ask Christ to
tion that is central to our life in endue us with the armor of light, that
Christ.
our sleep may be peaceful.
The armor of light is something we The prayers of the church found in all
must willingly put on but we cannot Orthodox prayer books address all the
create it, we must ask the Lord to challenges we face in this life and
“endue” us with it. It is provided equip us to work and sleep in the light
freely, but we must put it on.
of Christ.
What is this armor of light, why is it In addition the Jesus Prayer, “Lord
so important that we wear it, and how Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy
do we put it on?
on me a sinner”, as we learn to pracThe armor of light ultimately is Jesus tice it, can become a river of light
Christ Himself. As we sing in the bap- flowing through our lives and keeptismal liturgy, “As many as have been ing us continually in communion
baptized into Christ have put on with Christ.
Christ.”Jesus Christ is the light of the
world and when we join ourselves to
2) The reading of Holy Scripture
Him, we bear that light in the world.
In the psalms we find this verse, “Thy
The reason it is so important to put
word is a lamp unto my feet and a
on the armor of light is because we are
light unto my path.” The scripture
all in a great spiritual struggle and we
readings found in our Orthodox
need a defense against the powers of
Church calendars are appointed to
darkness at work in the world.
guide us through our daily lives,
How do we put it on? As I said ear- through each day and month and
lier, at our baptism we put on Christ year, to sanctify the time we have on
and thereby, sacramentally we are this earth and to be a light unto our
clothed in the armor of light which is feet. The darkness of this world vanChrist Himself. However, the Chris- ishes in the light of God’s word and it
tian life is one of continually renew- so important that we partake of the
ing and reaffirming our commitment reading of Holy Scripture daily.

-cont’d on page 12

-cont’d on page 12

The First Page in a New Chapter…
t has been sixteen months since our
beloved Metropolitan Nicholas fell
asleep in the Lord, leaving our Diocese without a Chief Shepherd. The
search for his successor has not been
an easy one—as a member of the
Consistory charged with the responsibility of doing so, I can state with
first-hand knowledge that much effort was expended as we sincerely
sought someone who could best fill
the shoes of the man who was a loving
Spiritual Father to all of us. It has
been a long journey, but at last, our
Diocese is now one step closer to having a bishop to succeed Metropolitan
Nicholas. 81 priests attended a special
Assembly in Christ the Saviour
Cathedral in Johnstown on Saturday,
July 14th. By a vote of 65 to 16,
Archimandrite Grigorios Tatsis has
been nominated and confirmed as
our candidate for bishop. His name
will now be submitted to the Holy
Synod of Constantinople and these
twelve esteemed and venerable hierar-
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chs will be called upon to do the formal electing of Father Grigorios at
their next meeting, which will probably be in early August. If all goes as
expected, we may be looking at the
consecration and enthronement of
our new ruling bishop sometime in
the fall.

I
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Diocesan Altar Boy Retreat:
Encounter 2012
JOHNSTOWN, PA--From July 1st through the 4th, seventy young men of
the altar accompanied by a dozen clergy from across the Diocese descended
upon Christ the Saviour Cathedral and Seminary for this year’s Diocesan Altar
Boy Retreat. The young men and clergy enjoyed beautiful weather, fun and
games, and a Pittsburgh Pirates walk-off victory over their three days in Johnstown, Windber and Pittsburgh. More importantly, they enjoyed fellowship
with one another as they rose early to pray and certainly went late to rest and
learned of what the sacraments mean to a priest. It was these conversations and
the interest they struck up in the young men which proved most interesting
to everyone.
The meaning behind the Altar Boy Retreat finds its deepest resonance in inspiring young men to the holy priesthood, of which I am one of many who
have found at least a strong portion of their priestly formation at Altar Boy Retreats of years past. Vocation though is deeper than the ordained priesthood;
vocation is giving honor to God in every aspect of our life, no matter what our
job is here on earth. It is this vocation that the Altar Boy Retreat has its impact on most often, to guide young men to manhood. The video which the
Johnstown newspaper, the Tribune-Democrat put together made this abundantly clear as they were scanning the altar boys singing the Divine Liturgy,
the background voice of Fr. James Dutko described the fact that many of these
young men “will be priests, deacons, choir directors, teachers, faithful husbands in their parish family and people who serve the Lord”. Each of the
young men will have the memory of this Altar Boy Retreat and others to inspire them in times of difficulty and trial in their life and they will be able to
look back and think of the beautiful July morning in which we shared together
the Holy Eucharist.
It is these types of good memories which also formed the backbone of the
many Retreat presentations. Participants were reminded time and again of
the impact and necessity of the Sacraments on our life in Christ. The priests
were given the opportunity to share personal stories of their participation in
the holy Sacraments of our Church; both as ministers and receivers of God’s
gifts. There were many beautiful stories shared of the Sacraments of Baptism,
Chrismation, the Eucharist, Penance, Matrimony, Unction, and Holy Orders.
It is hard to imagine wrapping hundreds of combined years of ministry experience into thirty minute sessions and discussions but the recurring theme
came out in each discussion that in the sacraments we are given the opportunity to meet personally, both as priests and lay people, with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to hand to Him our difficulties and struggles and to receive
thankfully His “sufficient Grace” in return. The sharing of the Sacraments
seemed to share a great awe and humility at the mystery of God and the positive effects these mysteries have on each of us as children of God. Each discussion made clear one of the points of Fr. Miles’ that only God is “truly
AWESOME”!
This year’s Altar Boy Retreat was, once again, put together by the Very Rev.
Protopresbyter David Cochran, Retreat Master. Other clergy in attendance
were: Fathers John Fedornock, James Dutko, Michael Zak, Luke Mihaly, Peter
Paproski, Miles Zdinak, Michael Macura, Mark Tyson, Michael Chendorain,
and Matthew Stagon. Everyone had an enjoyable time and is already looking
forward to next year’s retreat! Please encourage the young men in your parish
to serve at the altar and tell them to plan now for Encounter 2013!
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Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Atlanta, GA on January 28, 2007 also by His
Eminence, Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta and was elevated to the rank of
Archimandrite on the same day. On February 1, 2007, he was appointed as the
Ierokyrix (Itinerant Preacher) of the Metropolis of Atlanta. On September 14,
2007, he received the offikion (rank) of Confessor at the Archangel Michael
Greek Orthodox Chapel in Atlanta, GA.
Serving in his role as Itinerant Preacher and Confessor, Archmandrite Grigorios has travelled extensively throughout the Metropolis of Atlanta, where he
has led parish retreats, heard confessions and provided spiritual direction to
countless numbers of clergy and faithful. Recognizing his affinity for youth
ministry and his administrative skills, he was given the responsibility of overseeing all youth programs in the Metropolis of Atlanta.
Archimandrite Grigorios also served as the Parish Priest of Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church in Raleigh, NC from December 20, 2010 until May 31,
2011. Since October of 2011, he has served as Dean of the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Cathedral in New Orleans, LA, and as Vicar of the Western Conference of the Metropolis of Atlanta.

Official
Notice
with the blessing of His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios,
Locum Tenens of the Diocese
CANONICAL RELEASE
FATHER JOSEPH GINGRICH, at his specific request, relieved of his pastoral responsibilities to St. Nicholas Church, New York City, and released to His Eminence, Metropolitan Hilarion of the Russian
Orthodox Church Outside Russia (ROCOR), effective July 2.
FATHER ELIJAH BREMER, at his specific request, relieved of his pastoral
responsibilities to St. Mary Church in Jenners, PA and released to His
Grace, Bishop Melchisedek, Diocese of Western Pennsylvania, Orthodox Church in America (OCA), effective July 30.
PAROCHIAL ASSIGNMENTS
FATHER STEPHEN KRIVONAK (Supply Priest), assigned as Interim Pastor
of St. Nicholas Church, New York City, effective July 2.
FATHER MICHAEL RUSTICK, in addition to his pastoral responsibilities
to St. Stephen Church, Latrobe, PA. assigned as Administrator of St.
Mary Church, Jenners, PA, effective July 30.
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wreck on his return from Russia. Another priest, Father Juvenaly, was martyred by a group of natives, the first martyr of America. Others of the group
either died or returned to Russia leaving Father Herman all alone.

To Spruce Island

T

o escape the persecution he faced on Kodiak Island, the base of the mission, Father Herman moved to the nearby Spruce Island in 1808. There
he lived for a time in a cave he dug in the ground, later building a small hut,
chapel, as well as a school and guest house. Here he taught the natives the
Gospel of Christ, nursed them through epidemics and prayed and conducted
lay services in his chapel. He continued to defend the natives when they were
mistreated by the Russians. He became known as a worker of miracles. Once
e lived for a time in a cave; later in a hut in the woods. His clothes were on Spruce Island a tsunami threatened the homes and lives of the natives. Faold, full of patches and always the same. He wore a 16-pound cross and ther Herman took an icon of the Theotokos, placed it on the sandy beach and
chain. He slept on a wooden bench covered by a deerskin. He was in trouble prayed. He then turned to the people and said “Have no fear, the water will
with the government and accused of treason. While this description might not go higher than the place where this holy icon stands.” And as the Elder presound like a homeless person in one of our nation’s cities, this was the life of dicted, the water rose no higher than the icon. Once a certain Russian naval
officer, Baron Wrangel, wrote a letter to a Metropolitan in Russia which was
the first Orthodox saint of America: St. Herman of Alaska.
St. Herman was born into a family of merchants in 1756 near Moscow, Rus- dictated by Father Herman. When the officer had completed the letter, the
Elder congratulated him on attaining the rank
sia but his name at birth is unknown. At the
of admiral. The Baron had no knowledge of
age of 16 he entered the monastery of the
promotion and was surprised by words of the
Trinity-St. Sergius Hermitage near St. PetersElder. Only weeks later did word arrive from
burg and upon his monastic tonsure he was
Russia notifying him of his advancement.
given the name “Herman”. He remained a
Finally, in December 1837, at the age of 81,
simple monk his entire life and never received
Father Herman died. He had asked that the
ordination as either a deacon or a priest.
candles in his room be lit and the Acts of the
While living in this monastery he was miracApostles read. As he gently bowed his head in
ulously healed of a throat infection or abscess
death, the room was filled with a fragrant
through a vision of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
scent. As the Elder predicted, no priest was
After five years, Father Herman transferred to
present at his burial since a great storm rocked
the Valaam Monastery located on a series of
the harbor that separated Spruce Island from
islands in Lake Ladoga.
Kodiak. A chapel was erected over his grave
in 1890. People began to take dirt from his
Mission to America
grave through which miracles were performed. On August 9, 1970, the Elder Herhe Russian explorer Vitus Bering discovman was glorified as the first saint of America:
ered Alaska in 1741 and within a few
St. Herman of Alaska, Wonderworker of
years a “Russian-American Company” was
America. His relics rest today in a shrine in
formed to establish a Russian colony in this
Holy Resurrection Church on Kodiak Island,
new land and to develop a fur trade. In 1794,
Alaska where a pilgrimage every August draws
Gregory Shelikov requested that the OrthoOrthodox Christians from around the world.
dox Church of Russia send missionaries to
bring the light of Christ to the native peoples
of Alaska. A team of 10 missionaries were
Re-Evangelism
chosen from the Valaam Monastery: Archis we honor the memory of this American
mandrite Joasaph, Priest-monks Juvenal,
saint who devoted his life to teaching the
Macarius, Athanasius, Stephan and Necartius,
gospel to Alaskan natives we, 21st century
Deacon-monks Nectarius and Stephen, and
Orthodox Christians, need a new dedication
the monks Joasaph and Herman, who arrived
to teaching the Gospel to our Orthodox peoin Alaska in September, 1794.
ple. Orthodox theologian Dr. Bradley Nassif
Soon after the arrival of the mission team both
agrees:
the merchants of the Russian-American Company and the missionaries were surprised by
the unexpected. While the merchants had
The most urgent need in world Orthodoxy at
promised the missionaries a church, a school
this time is the need for an aggressive internal
for the natives, and support for their mission
mission of rededicating or converting our priests
work, on their arrival they found no church,
and people to Jesus Christ.
no school, and little interest in the work of the
mission among their Russian brethren. The
Teach our people the Gospel? But we are OrRussians were there to make money, period.
thodox Christians! We have been baptized,
They sought a profit at any cost: they brusealed with the Holy Spirit in Chrismation
tally exploited the natives, (mostly of the
Aleut tribe) forcing them to hunt seals to provide pelts for the Russian-Amer- and fed with the Holy Eucharist. However in my years as a priest serving in
ican Company. Far from the eyes of the Russian government they routinely three very different parish communities I have come to realize that our peorobbed and cheated the natives and lost all moral restraint by their immoral ple have never grasped the basic Gospel message. It’s not really their fault: we
clergy have failed in teaching them the basic message of the good news of Jesus.
conduct with the native women.
How do I know this to be true? A simple test: ask an Orthodox family memThe Russian merchants were also surprised, however. They expected the ber or friend this simple question: If you died this evening and Jesus asked you
monks to do church stuff and leave the Russians alone to conduct their busi- why should I let you into My Kingdom, how would you answer? Most Orthoness without any interference. When the missionaries and Father Herman dox Christians would reply: Because I believed in You….because I lived a good
came to the defense of the natives they were placed under house arrest and life…. because I tried to keep the commandments… because I always tried to be
forbidden any contact with the native population. The governor of the colony kind and helpful to everyone. A non-Orthodox friend of mine, who dropped
demanded the removal of Father Herman, accusing him of treason by arous- out of her church years ago, told me that she always reminds her sons: All you
ing the natives against the Russians.
need is to live by the Golden Rule. As I grew up and was active in my parish as
There were other setbacks for the mission team. Their leader, Father Joasaph, an altar boy and cantor, I thought I knew the Gospel message: if you’re good,
was consecrated the first bishop for America but drowned at sea in a ship-cont’d on page 5

The First American Orthodox Saint
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you get to go to heaven, if you’re bad you go to hell. Yet the message of the Gospel
simply states that we will never inherit salvation based on our goodness, our
righteousness, how well we kept the commandments. St. Paul in his epistle to
the Romans writes: “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”
(Romans 3:23).
The Holy Scriptures tell us that God is absolutely holy, awesome, and glorious and we are not, no matter what we do. Do I try to live by the Golden
Rule? Great, but in God’s eyes I still fall short of the glory of God. Do I go
to church, keep the fast days, work at church fundraisers? Great, but I still fall
short of the glory of God. Am I kind to everyone and helpful? Great! But
I still fall short of the glory of God. In order to be saved based on my goodness I must be loving, kind, pure and helpful every minute of my life and no
one can do this! All of us are sinners in God’s eyes, facing death, judgment and
everlasting damnation. “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).
We are facing eternal damnation, but….. God’s love for us is so great that His
deepest desire is that we live with Him forever. He wants us to have an abundant life here and in the world to come. He offers us a gift: the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Eternal life is in Christ Jesus. It comes from
Him. It’s not found in the Golden Rule. It’s not from living a good, moral
life. If all we need to do in order to be saved is to “live a good life” why did Jesus
suffer and die on the Cross? In order for me to be saved I must get close to
the source of eternal life, I must somehow get into the source, I must join myself to the fountain of eternal life.
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A Journey of Faith to St. John the
Compassionate Mission
By Irene Grysiak - St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church, East Pittsburgh, PA.

The Simple Gospel Message

T

his is the simple gospel message: I can’t be saved by my own efforts, by
my own goodness, but if my life is joined to Jesus I will be saved. All that
we do in the church is designed to help us join our lives to Jesus: prayer, fasting, worship, confession, struggling to keep the commandments, sacraments.
Because we have not clearly taught our people this message they believe such
things as: I can be a good person without going to church…. My kids have
dropped out of the Faith but they are good, moral kids… We don’t care much for
church, Communion and all that but we try to live the commandments… I am
greatly concerned that many, many people who believe they will be saved are
facing damnation because they are trusting in their own goodness and not
trusting in Jesus. I recently met a terminally ill man in the town of Braddock
near Pittsburgh. He realizes he is dying of cancer, he has an intellectual belief
in Jesus but has no interest in any kind of faith. He believes, wrongly, that he
will go to heaven because “I’ve lived a good life!” He is seriously mistaken. Unless he comes to Jesus, unless He joins His life to Jesus, he is lost. I pray that
there is time to bring him to salvation!
Through the prayers of St. Herman of Alaska, may we re-dedicate ourselves to
preaching and teaching this simple gospel message which will lead us and our
families to eternal life.
Very Rev. Father Edward Pehanich

Diocesan Board of Trustees Authorizes
Natural Gas Lease for Camp
Nazareth
JOHNSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA - The Diocesan Board of Trustees has authorized a natural gas lease for the Camp Nazareth property, as recently announced by Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, Chancellor. The
authorization came after extensive information was reviewed and approved by
the Trustees regarding extraction of gas without disturbing the natural condition of the land.
Attorney Michael Ristvey of Sharon was empowered to negotiate an agreement with Hill Corp. Two leases were reviewed by Attorney Ristvey and Attorney Michael Vaporis, Diocesan legal counsel. An agreement was
successfully negotiated for two parcels. The first is a 218 acre parcel on which
the camp is located, and is a lease that provides no surface rights. “No surface
rights” means that the gas company cannot build roads, pipelines, gas wells or
storage tanks on the property, or excavate on the property. The extraction of
natural gas must be done from a well outside this parcel. A second parcel of
71 acres which is unused and remote from the camp site is not restricted and
provides for surface rights.
The Diocese is to receive $732,000 plus a royalty of 17% of any natural gas
produced from the property.

TORONTO, ONTARIO--On Tuesday July 10th, a small group of Jr.
A.C.R.Y. members and I embarked on a trip to St. John the Compassionate
Mission in Toronto, Canada. The group included Fr. Miles Zdinak, Fr. Peter
Paproski, Paul Zdinak, Tim Paproski, Greg Kowal, Anastasia Koss, Alyssa
Waryanka, and me. Although not all of us traveled together, both cars had no
trouble crossing the border. We arrived at the Mission in the late afternoon
where we were greeted by Fr. Deacon Pawel. After receiving a short tour of the
Mission, we were shown to our living quarters, which were in a house just a
short drive away.
Over the next couple of days, I had an absolutely fascinating experience as a
member of the Mission’s tight-knit community. This is a place where the meals
are served family style at round tables and the locals who are in need sit together in fellowship to enjoy their food. It amazed me that the manner in
which the meals were served transformed a “soup kitchen” into a dining hall.
During the meals, the members of our group broke off individually and sat
alongside those who dropped by for some food. In addition to hearing some
moving stories, we learned after just a few conversations that people come here
because they recognize it as a place of love, community, and acceptance, not
just as a place to be fed. In fact, Fr. Roberto and Fr. Deacon Pawel explained
to us that the main goal of the Mission is to give everyone who enters a sense
of belonging and worth. They never force Orthodoxy on anyone who goes to
them for counseling or offer it as a solution to the problems that plague many
members of the community, but the church’s doors are always open and a
prayer is said before each meal. They expose everyone who enters the doors to
our faith simply by living it themselves every day.
In order to leave our mark on the Mission, we spent most of our available time
painting the kitchen and the exterior walls of the building. Both were in desperate need of a fresh coat of white paint. Every day at 10:00 a.m. and 2:00
p.m. a bell was rung to call everyone present to the dining hall for tea time.
During these breaks from our work, we all enjoyed a great deal of laughter as
well as several varieties of delicious bread from the Mission’s retail bakery, located next door. On one evening, a group of the parish’s youth gave us a small
tour of Toronto and treated us to some delicious crepes. Although the Mission
has a great deal of regular volunteers, they always welcome groups or individuals who want to dedicate some time to their organization. After only a few
days there I felt like a part of their family. The experience has improved my
own outlook on life and has introduced me to some wonderful people who live
Orthodox Christianity to its fullest. I would love to return to the Mission in
the future to offer some assistance and to once again experience the community that I instantly fell in love with.
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Scenes from Special Diocesan Priests Assembly and

Diocesan clergy are pictured with His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios following the Divine Liturgy and Nomination Proceedings.

On Friday, July 13, 2012, the clergy of the Diocese hosted a reception in honor Protopresbyter Frank Miloro visits with Fr. Mark Arey and the Archbishop’s
of Archbishop Demetrios on the eve of the Special Assembly of Diocesan Deacon.
Clergy.

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro welcomes His Eminence, Archbishop
Demetrios of America on behalf of the clergy and faithful of the Diocese upon The Divine Liturgy was celebrated by Protopresbyter Frank Miloro and members of the Diocesan Consistory.
his arrival at the Cathedral
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Nomination Proceedings for Father Grigorios Tatsis

Christ the Saviour Cathedral was filled to capacity for the Divine Liturgy.

Protopresbyter Robert Buczak casts his vote.

Diocesan Consistory with His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios.

Very Rev. Protopresbyters Samuel Sherry, James Dutko, and Luke Mihaly “Axios!” Archbishop Demetrios officially announces the Very Rev. Archimanopen, read, and tally the votes.
drite Grigorios Tatsis as the Episcopal nominee of the Diocesan clergy.
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My Most Significant Academic Moment
by Professor Walter Orange - Parishioner of St. Nicholas Church in Homestead, Pa.

A

few weeks ago I was leaving the classroom in which I had just given my
last final exam of the semester. As I was walking down the hall with a pile
of exams and books under my arms, a young man approached me from behind.
“Excuse me, Professor Orange. You don’t know me but can I ask you a question?”
I answered “sure’ in spite of the awkwardness of holding onto my stacks of papers as streams of other students whizzed by on the way to their exams.
“I see that more and more scientists and mathematicians seem to be professing atheism. What do you think?” He asked this question with what was
clearly more than an objective curiosity. I read in the concern in his voice and
in his facial expression that he had been raised to believe in God and was troubled to hear the contrary opinion from otherwise learned and respected voices.
For many students, the college years are a time when their minds open to a new
world of ideas and attitudes they had not encountered previously. Lots of students recall late night bull sessions with friends debating the big issues at this
time of their lives. It’s an important time for confronting various issues as
they move on from the simple ways of childhood.
It was a question that I was somewhat prepared for. I had recently had a conversation with a friend of more than three decades who surprised me by taking a very strong, very emotional
stance in favor of atheism. His
brother is an evangelical Christian,
and it seemed that much of his vitriol
against faith was an opposite reaction
to what he didn’t like in fundamentalism and his brother’s embrace of it and
Isaac Newton studied
proselytizing on behalf of it. He spat
out disgust at the behavior of various
the Bible as much as
Popes over the centuries, religious
science and wrote
wars, and so on.
As for his feeling that men who
that”This most beauclaimed to be following God could be
tiful system of sun,
contemptible, I told him that I could
agree. But I told him that the things
planets, and comets
that he was railing against were indecould only proceed
pendent of God. After all, there are
people who are Steelers fans who aren’t
from the counsel and
admirable, but does that mean we
dominion of an intelshould stop rooting for the Steelers?
ligent and powerful
I felt that he was letting his emotions
cloud his ability to be rational and obBeing.”
jective.
Moreover, my friend has a college degree in mathematics and works essentially as a scientist. He implied that
the rejection of God is something that
would be a natural choice for a scientist, that religion belongs to a pre-scientific way of thinking that strove to give explanations for things that they had
not yet the science to explain. Science is the place where we will answer all
questions, not religion.
He put the cherry on the top of his argument by saying that there is no proof
for the existence of God.
It occurred to me – and I told him - that there is even less – actually zero –
proof that God does not exist.
To the contrary, there are many people who have had spiritual experiences that
were very real and meaningful to them, who have felt touched by God. The
existence of emotions like love offer support for the notion of a benevolent
Creator. The existence of order throughout the universe has been cited by
many scholars over the millennia as suggesting the existence of a Divine Architect.
I told him that the furthest that an objective, rational thinker could go in the
direction away from faith is agnosticism, to say “I’m not sure if God exists.”
To go farther and make the claim for atheism is a kind of “faith in reverse”,
since there is even less, in fact zero, proof for atheism.
So the point that this led me to is that in making his case for atheism, moreover in the name of science, my mathematician/scientist friend was in fact
abandoning all the methods of inquiry that define mathematical and scientific
thought.

A mathematician begins with a very small set of facts that he is willing to assume to be true, which he calls axioms. For example, between two points we
can draw only one line. Euclid had no more than ten axioms. He was very
careful not to admit any proposition as an axiom which might not be universally true and thus infect his mathematical system. He then used logic to build
further truths from his axioms.
So I asked my friend what axioms he had used to build his conclusion that
God does not exist. He had none, and the notion that he might approach his
decision in a mathematical manner had clearly never occurred to him.
As for scientists, they are willing to accept only that which can be demonstrated in a controlled experiment which can be replicated. Moreover, scientific theories are usually adjusted, even completely thrown over, over time, a
fact that many scientists readily acknowledge.
So I also asked my friend whether he had used anything of the scientific
method to reach his conclusion in favor of atheism. Likewise this had never
so much as occurred to him to try.
This then brings me back to the student who was standing before me in a
busy hallway, asking me what I thought of the mathematicians and scientists
who are making the case for atheism, probably thinking of those such as
Richard Dawkins and Stephen Hawking.
I shared with him the reasoning that had emerged from my conversation with
my friend.
Moreover, I have been a student – and
teacher – of mathematics history for
many years, and so I then told him
that this conflict between faith and
science was not always so. The ancient Greeks saw no conflict between
faith and “reason”, in fact they combined them, creating a great synergy
which I think helps explain so much
of their accomplishment. The Society
of Pythagoras, which gave the Greeks
the bulk of their mathematics, was as
much a religious as a scientific endeavor. Plato, who is regularly cited
as a Pythagorean in his nature and beliefs, summarized their attitudes when
he wrote “God is the Great Geometer.”
When science was reborn with the
Renaissance, we see that the greatest
scientific minds were also believers in
God. Rene Descartes not only professed belief in God, he even created a
proof for the existence of God. Isaac
Newton studied the Bible as much as
science and wrote that “This most
beautiful system of sun, planets, and comets could only proceed from the
counsel and dominion of an intelligent and powerful Being.”
At the end of the day, we may ask what credence a Richard Dawkins or
Stephen Hawking should command if they offer an opinion on a topic that is
outside the realm of their expertise. And what if, moreover, in forming their
opinion they replace the methods of mathematics and science with raw emotion, as my friend had done. As such, their opinions on God’s existence should
carry no more weight than similarly formed opinions on any other such subjects, such as perhaps their thoughts about the Yankees winning the World Series this year.
The student seemed to be happy hearing all of this, and he looked as though
the cloud that he had initially been under had been lifted. In closing I told
him to “Keep the faith.”
I wonder now, much later, whether the unexpected conversation I had with my
friend about atheism had somehow been put before me to prepare me for this
moment with the student. That conversation with my friend had been uncomfortable for me, but without it I might not have been able to give the student a satisfactory answer.
There is a common quote to the effect that “A teacher affects eternity because
he can never know where his influence ends.” It makes me wonder whether
that young man’s question, though he was not my student and we were not in
class, might have been the most significant moment in my academic year.
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The Bishop in the Church
“So preaching both in the country and in the towns the Apostles appointed their first
fruits, when they had tested them by the Spirit, to be bishops and deacons for the
future believers” (The First Letter of Clement to the Corinthians).

T

he words of St. Clement, the Bishop of Rome, written to the Church at
Corinth sometime in the mid nineties of the first century, reflect the view
of the ancient Church that the bishops of the Church were appointed to continue the ministry of the Apostles in the Church who in turn continued the
ministry of Christ.
In fact only several generations earlier than Clement the First Letter to
Timothy, an ancient “Church Order” or perhaps today what we
would call a “constitution” ascribed to the Apostle Paul
specifically mentions the qualifications of a bishop:
This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the
position of a bishop he desires a good work.
A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, soberminded, of good behavior, hospitable,
able to teach; not given to wine, not
violent, not greedy for money, but
gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous; one who rules his own
house well, having his children
in submission with all reverence
(for if a man does not know how
to rule his own house, how will
he take care of the church of
God?); not a novice, lest being
puffed up with pride he fall into
the same condemnation as the
devil. Moreover he must have a
good testimony among those who
are outside, lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil (I
Timothy 3:1-7).
The term that is used here for “bishop” is the
Greek word “episkopos” which means literally
“overseer”. However this word not only had a
secular usage but was used by the pagan Greeks to
discuss the relationship between the gods and human
beings. The various divinities were described as being the
“episkopoi” – the divine overseers of human activity and affairs.
It was perhaps this usage that the Apostle Peter had in mind when he refers to
Christ as being the “Overseer” of the faithful: For you were like sheep going
astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer (episkopos) of your
souls (I Peter 2:25).
The ministry of the bishop then is not simply that of a secular “boss” or supervisor but is given in the image of Christ’s ministry with a divine purpose
and calling. Indeed the Letter to the Hebrews tells us that “no man takes this
honor to himself, but he who is called by God just as Aaron was” (Hebrews 5:5).
Although in the time of the New Testament the terms “elder” or “presbyter”
and “bishop” were used interchangeably eventually the distinction between
presbyter or priest and bishop came to be firmly established. For example the
Letter to Titus speaks of both “elders” (prebyters) in the Greek and the
“bishop” (episkopos) in the same passage as partaking of the same office. This
is why the letter of Timothy cited above and the Letter of Clement to the
Corinthians with which this article opened only speaks of bishops and deacons
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and at the same time sets conditions regarding the family or household of the
bishop. With several generations the offices would become more distinct. The
priest would come to share in the ministry of the bishop in the celebration of
the sacraments of the Church and in pastoral work but only the bishop would
retain the fullness of the Office of the Priesthood. We must remember that in
the early Church each local church had its own bishop that served as the head
of the congregation even as the ministry of the presbyters (our English word
“priest” comes from “presbyter” which means “elder” in Greek) developed apart
from that of the bishop.
This is reflected in the time immediately after the death of the Apostles in the
writings of St. Ignatios of Antioch. Writing on his way to martyrdom in Rome
at the beginning of the second century (circa 116 A.D.) he instructed the
church at Magnesia in Asia Minor: Be eager to do everything in godly harmony,
the bishop presiding in the place of God and the presbyters in the place of the council of the Apostles and the deacons, who are most dear to me, having been entrusted
with the service of Jesus Christ… (Magnesians 6).
In time the Church grew and the responsibilities of the Bishop grew with it.
By the time of the Emperor Constantine most bishops oversaw not simply a
single parish but several forming a diocese. Through the Bishops of the Church
unity of faith was maintained. The Divine Liturgy reflects this in the Anaphora
Prayer Remember among the first, O Lord our God-loving Bishop N. Grant that
he may serve your holy church in peace, safety, honor and health for many years,
rightly dividing the word of Your truth… This last phrase comes from St. Paul’s
admonition to Timothy to “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (II
Timothy 2:15).
The fabric of the Faith professed by the Church is stitched together by the ministry of her bishops who exercise as “overseers” the guardianship of the faith of their churches as
Christ exercises this guardianship over the whole of
the Church through the Holy Spirit.
We are accustomed in the Church today to
have married pastors but single, monastic
bishops. This was not always the case in the
early Church. The passage of First Timothy citied above talks about the bishop
being the husband of one wife and many
of the bishop/presbyters of the early
centuries of the Church were married
in both the Eastern and Western parts
of the Roman Empire.
St. Gregory the Great in his work Dialogues relates the story of a married
Roman priest who he said loved his
“presbyterissa” (as the priest’s wife was
called in Latin) as a sister after his ordination until the day of his death.
It soon became the custom of the
Church from an early time for her bishops to be unmarried and in fact in later
centuries this would become a requirement
reflected today in the canons of the Church.
This was not because marriage was held to be
a lesser state than a monastic or celibate life nor
was it over a fear that the property of the Church,
which the bishop was solely was in charge of (church
councils are a modern happenstance) would be passed on
to the bishop’s family rather than stay in the stewardship of
the churches.
The real reason had to do with the ministry of the bishop itself. The Apostle
Paul writes to Timothy, one of the first bishops of the Church: Give attention
to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which
was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the presbyterate”
(I Timothy 4:13,14).
The bishop of the Church was called to a celibate life to keep alive the prophetic
voice of the Holy Spirit in the Church without the encumbrance or concern of family or property. Having given his full devotion to the Lord he can speak “in season and out of season” without fear of
reprisal against his family or property. Like the Levites of old who had no share
in Israel for the Lord was their portion the bishop is free to speak as the Spirit
prompts him. This prophetic voice is served and preserved by the charisma of
celibacy that has been given to the Bishop to guide and lead the Church from
this age to the age to come.
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North American Orthodox-Catholic Theological
Consultation Meets

BROOKLINE, MASSACHUSETTS--The Eighty-Second meeting of the Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Church in Binghamton, New York; Paul MeyenNorth American Orthodox-Catholic Theological Consultation took place at dorff, Ph.D., Alexander Schmemann professor of liturgical theology and ediHellenic College/Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in Brook- tor of Saint Vladimir’s Theological Quarterly, Crestwood, New York; Despina
line, Massachusetts, from June 5 to 7. The members of the Consultation con- D. Prassas, Ph.D., of Providence College in Providence, Rhode Island; Robert
tinued their study of the role of the laity in their churches.
Haddad, Ph.D., Sophia Smith professor emeritus of history at Smith College
The meeting was co-chaired by His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios of in Northampton, Massachusetts; Father Robert Stephanopoulos, pastor emerBoston (Greek Orthodox Archdiocese). He was recently appointed to that itus of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, New
post by His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America, Chairman of the As- York; and Father Theodore Pulcini, associate professor of religion at Dickinsembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of North and Central America. He son College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania.
succeeds Metropolitan Maximos of Pittsburgh who retired last year. The Additional Catholic members are Jesuit Father Brian Daley (secretary), CatherCatholic Co-Chairman, Archbishop Gregory M. Aymond of New Orleans, ine F. Huisking professor of theology at the University of Notre Dame;
was unable to attend this meeting because of a pastoral emergency in his Arch- Thomas Bird, Ph.D., of Queens College, City University of New York, Flushdiocese.
ing, New York; Sylvain Destrempes, Ph.D., faculty of the Grand Seminaire in
Papers presented at the 82nd meeting included “Canonical Reflections on the Montreal; Father Peter Galadza, Kule Family professor of liturgy at the MetRights of Orthodox Laity” by Father Patrick Viscuso of the Greek Orthodox ropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Christian Studies, Ottawa;
Archdiocese of America; “Further Reflections on the Laity from Ancient Syr- Father John Galvin, professor of Systematic Theology, The Catholic Univeriac Christianity: Laity in the Image of Christ” by Susan Ashbrook Harvey, sity of America (CUA); Father Sidney Griffith, professor in the Department
Ph.D., of Brown University; “The Lay-Clergy Distinction in Recent Catholic of Semitic and Egyptian Languages and Literatures, CUA; Father Joseph
Theology” by Sister of Charity of Leavenworth Susan K. Wood of Marquette Komonchak, professor emeritus of religious studies at CUA; Monsignor Paul
University; and “The Role of Lay Members of the Christian Faithful in the McPartlan, Carl J. Peter professor of systematic theology and ecumenism at
Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches” by Chorbishop John D. Faris, pas- CUA; Father David Petras, spiritual director and professor of liturgy at the
Byzantine Catholic Seminary of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, Pittsburgh; Vito
tor of St. Louis Gonzaga Maronite Church in Utica, New York.
Nicastro, Ph.D., associate director of the Office for Ecumenical and InterreThe next meeting of the Consultation is scheduled to take place October 25ligious Affairs, Archdiocese of Boston; and Paulist Father Ronald Roberson,
27, 2012, at Saint Paul’s College in
Ph.D., associate director of the U.S.
Washington, DC.
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology
Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Additional Orthodox members of the
(USCCB) Secretariat for Ecumenical
Consultation include Rev. Dr.
and Interreligious Affairs, staff.
Thomas FitzGerald, dean of the Holy
The North American OrthodoxCross Greek Orthodox School of TheCatholic Theological Consultation is
ology in Brookline, Massachusetts;
sponsored by the Committee for EcBishop Alexander Golitzin, of the Bulumenical Relations of the Assembly of
garian Diocese of the Orthodox
Canonical Orthodox Bishops of
Church in America, Toledo; Father
North and Central America, the BishNicholas Apostola of the Romanian
ops' Committee for Ecumenical and
Orthodox Archdiocese in the AmeriInterreligious Affairs of the United
cas; Father John Erickson, former
States Conference of Catholic Bishops
dean and professor of canon law and
(USCCB), and the Canadian Conferchurch history at Saint Vladimir's Orence of Catholic Bishops. Since its esthodox Theological Seminary in
tablishment
in
1965,
the
Crestwood, New York; Father James
Consultation has issued 25 agreed
Dutko, pastor of St. Michael’s
statements.
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PERTH AMBOY, NJ--Pictured are the members of 2012 First Confession
Class from Saint John the Baptist Church in Perth Amboy, New Jersey where
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco is pastor.

JOHNSTOWN, PA--Pictured are the members of 2012 First Confession
Class from Christ the Saviour Cathedral in Johnstown, PA. Cathedral Dean
is Protopresbyter Frank Miloro. Teacher is Romayne Laichak.

LEVITTOWN, PA--Making his First Confession this year was Jeremy Kravcak of Saints Peter and Paul Church in Levittown, PA. He is shown with his
pastor, Very Rev. Fr. Theodore Mozes.

EAST PITTSBURGH, PA--Lindsay Skidmore received her First Confession
this past May. Pictured with her is her teacher, Sonja Kitsko, and her pastor,
Fr. Jonathan Tobias.

PHOENIXVILLE, PA-- Pictured are Maynard Overdorf, Charlotte Pihanich,
Marie Claire Schoucair and Ava Guarino of Holy Ghost Church on the occasion of their First Confession. They are shown with their pastor, Protopresbyter
John Fedornock, teacher, Mark Samilenko, and Deacon Jim Phifer.

SHARON, PA--Pictured are Brandon Miller and Livia Hellman of Saint John
the Baptist Church in Sharon, PA on the occasion of their First Confession.
They are shown with their pastor, Father David Mastroberte, and Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka.
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-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

PERIODICAL

3) Receive the sacraments
The armor of light given to us at baptism is restored in confession and nourished in the Holy Eucharist. These sacraments were established by Christ and
given to the apostles and handed down to us through apostolic succession so
that we can on a regular basis be helped in renewing our commitment to
Christ and participate in The Divine Life,
Through prayer, the reading of Holy Scripture and through the Sacraments,
let us all put on the armor of light with which He has endued us, so that we
might all be protected from the increasing darkness of this world.
Father Alexis Miller

IOCC Cyclists Reach Halfway Mark
In 3,000 Mile Ride To Assist World’s
Poor

-Editorial, cont’d from page 2

To be sure, those challenges will be numerous and daunting. While the day to
day operation of the Diocese continued seamlessly over the course of the past
16 months, many important matters that required the decision-making privBALTIMORE, MD — The record heat waves, drought, and wildfire-charred ileges reserved for a bishop were put “on hold.” If we have learned nothing
fields and forests that dominated national news over the past 21 days did lit- else during this lengthy transition period, we have learned that as a hierarchitle to discourage three dedicated men who cycled into the tiny hamlet of Red- cal church, it is difficult to function without a hierarch.
field, South Dakota, on Friday to mark the halfway point of their 3,000-mile So yes…it is time to move on. Will the Diocese be different in the days ahead?
push across the US. With unusually harsh summer conditions adding to the It most definitely will. But “different” should not translate as “bad.” “Differstrenuous physical challenge, the Race to Respond team members continue ent” can also be “good.” Father Grigorios will come to us with his own vision
to bike their way cross-country to raise support and awareness for people liv- for our future. It would be wrong and unfair to expect him to be a “clone” of
ing in poverty and those affected by natural and manmade disasters served by our late Metropolitan. He will undoubtedly have new plans and exciting proInternational Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC).
grams that he will want to implement. He will also offer fresh, new approaches
The IOCC benefit is not an actual race but a test of endurance for the team to old ones. There is no reason to believe that we cannot work together with
of cyclists which includes team leader Jim Angelus, 55, from Hopewell, N.J., him for the greater glory of God and the growth and progress of our Diocese.
Konstantin Kanelis, 45, from Munich, Germany; and Brett McKey, 28, from He will truly need our co-operation and our prayers.
Durham, NC. Angelus explains, “Touring the US on bikes, meeting with In the days ahead, we will all get to know Father Grigorios, and he will get to
church groups and IOCC supporters is a tangible way for us to show people know us as well. He must become acquainted with 97 priests, 80 parishes, and
across the US how IOCC works to connect communities around the globe.
scores of deacons, sub-deacons and readers, as well as thousands of faithful.
Every day, IOCC is in a “race” to respond to the needs of people suffering
Our task is much simpler—there is only one of him! Somehow though, I
from war, disease, natural disaster, poverty and famine.”
sense he is looking forward to meeting all of the members of his new “family.”
The physical challenge for these top-conditioned athletes came early as they
In the nearly 75 year history of our Diocese, we have been blessed with bishclimbed approximately 24,000 feet in their first seven days after rolling out of
a cool and rainy Seattle on a route that would lead them over the Continen- ops who have had their own unique abilities. More importantly, Metropolitan
tal Divide and across the Great Plains. While they prepared physically for the Orestes, Bishop John and Metropolitan Nicholas were all just, moral and holy
distance they would cover, Angelus says he never dreamed that as they headed men, dedicated to “…rightly dispensing the Word of God’s truth.” Through
east over the northern half of the country, usually a cool summer respite, that the grace of God and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we have found a wordaytime temperatures would climb over 100 degrees. That coupled with thy successor to these men. Axios, Father Grigorios!
stretches of open space with few towns and services altered their regular riding routine. “To address the heat, we were up at 4am in the morning riding
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
from 5am until noon and then stopping to eat and rest until the next mornEditor
ing. Those early morning starts kept us on schedule.” Angelus plans to stick
The Church Messenger
with that strategy as the three Race to Respond riders and their support-andgear vehicle driver continue on to the Midwest, skirting past the southern
shores of Lake Michigan, through a hilly stretch of Pennsylvania, and ending
on the Atlantic coast at Seaside Park, New Jersey.
The Orthodox Christian community has been cheering on their efforts starting with a sendoff in Seattle by the Assumption Greek Orthodox Church, as
ECOME ISTINGUISHED
well as welcoming events at Orthodox Christian parishes in Idaho and Montana. In Mankato, Minnesota, the riders were greeted by IOCC volunteers
Distinguished Diocesan Donors Program
working on a nearby Habitat for Humanity home build. The team of cyclists
312 Garfield Street
also received a surprise visit and praise for their efforts from IOCC Executive
Johnstown, PA 15906
Director, Constantine Triantafilou, and IOCC US Country Representative,
ddd.acrod.org
Dan Christopulos, who both readily took to the road for the day as the team’s
support crew. More support rallies are planned along the travel route includ❏ YES! I would like to support Diocesan Ministries & Apostolates!
ing an upcoming evening reception at St. Elias the Prophet Greek Orthodox
Enclosed is my check made payable to “Distinguished Diocesan
Church in Dubuque, Iowa , on July 19 and a meet and greet event at St. ConDonors” in the amount of:
stantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church in Merrillville, Indiana, following Divine Liturgy on July 22.
❏ $100 Entry ❏ $250 Bronze ❏ $500 Silver ❏ $1,000 Gold
This isn’t the first time Angelus and Kanelis have ridden coast-to-coast on be❏ $10,000 Platinum ❏ Other $___________
half of IOCC. In 2002, they were joined by three other cyclists in a 28-day ride
from East to West, covering the hills of Pennsylvania, the plains of the MidName__________________________________________________
west, the Rocky Mountains of Colorado, and the “loneliest highway” in AmerAddress_________________________________________________
ica: U.S. 50 in Nevada, before finally reaching the Pacific coast north of San
City ____________________________ ST _______ Zip__________
Francisco. As IOCC celebrates years of delivering more than $400 million in
Phone _____________________Email_______________________
relief to families and communities in 50 countries, Angelus and his team hope
Parish__________________________________________________
that this time around, their efforts will introduce IOCC to a new circle of
friends and inspire Orthodox Christians across the country to rally behind the
***PLEASE INVITE OTHERS TO BECOME DISTINGUISHED ALSO***
“race to respond” to the needs of the world’s most vulnerable people.
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