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St. John’s Breaks Ground for New
Church

Number 2

Fr. Jim and Pani Kathy Dutko Mark
40th Anniversaries

HERMITAGE, PA—Despite 19 degree weather, fierce winds and falling snow,
over 80 people gathered on Sunday, February 12th to break ground for the
new church complex of St. John’s parish, currently of Sharon.
The service of the Blessing of the Foundation of a Church was celebrated by
the Very Rev. Protopresbyter Kenneth Bachofsky, dean of the Youngstown
Deanery. He was joined by Rev. David Mastroberte, the priest of St. John’s;
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka; Very. Rev. Stephen Loposky;
Rev. Andrew Gall of St. John’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Sharon; Rev.
Hieromonk Calinic Berger of Holy Cross Romanian Orthodox Church in
Hermitage; and Rev. Deacon John Anderson. Responses were led by Prof.
Joseph Jaeger, parish cantor. The children of the parish participated by carrying icons in the procession to the site.
The service included the blessing of a cross planted on the site, the blessing of
a stone which will be placed in the foundation of the church, and the breaking of ground. During the service, the ground was first broken by the clergy,
and then by members of the building committee headed by Archon Steven
Lukac. Following the service, all were invited to share in this holy work by
turning a shovel of earth.
St. John’s was founded in 1938, and since that time has been located in Sharon.
For over a decade, the members of St. John’s have made it their goal to relocate to the site of the parish chapel and cemetery in nearby Hermitage. Situated on 11 acres on Route 18, the new location presents many benefits. All
the parish’s resources will be consolidated onto one site. Ample parking will
be available for parishioners and guests. The church and center will be side by
side and on one level, improving handicap accessibility. Perhaps most importantly, St. John’s will now be in the view of the thousands of people who
travel on Route 18 each day. It is hoped that this will create a greater awareness of Orthodoxy in general and of St. John’s in particular. The new St. John’s
will be a witness to the presence of Christ in the world, offering a standing invitation for all to come and experience the Orthodox Christian Church.
Construction is slated to begin at the end of February. All members of the
Diocese are kindly asked to pray for the speedy completion of this construction project.

BINGHAMTON, NY – The parish family of St. Michael’s, together with representatives of the diocese and the local community celebrated the 40th anniversaries of the marriage of Protopresbyter James and Pani Mary Kathleen
Dutko and Fr. Jim’s Ordination to the Holy Priesthood. Events at the parish
were held on Monday, February 13 and Saturday, February 18th.
Fr. Jim, pastor of St. Michael’s Orthodox Church, Binghamton, New York,
and Dean of the Southern Tier Deanery marked the 40th Anniversary of his
Ordination to the Holy Priesthood by celebrating the Divine Liturgy at St.
Michael’s Church on Monday, February 13, 2012.
Clergy participants at the Liturgy included Very Rev. Thomas Kadlec, pastor
of St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, Cheektowaga, NY; Very Rev. Ronald Kovac,
pastor of St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, Dickson City, PA; Very Rev. Michael
Kleban, pastor of St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, Endicott, NY; Fr. Zenoviy
Zharsky, pastor of St. John’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Johnson City, NY;
Fr. Nicholas Ferencz, pastor of St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, Scranton, PA;
and Fr. Deacon Charles Ellis of St. Michael’s.
In his reflections at the conclusion of the Liturgy, Fr. Jim shared insights of
thanksgiving on his 40 years in the priesthood. He called to mind many
events, persons and activities that shaped his priestly ministry, including his
late father, Protopresbyter Stephen Dutko, who served St. Michael’s parish as
pastor from 1961-1991 and as pastor emeritus from 1991 until his death in
2009.
Following the Divine Liturgy, Fr. Deacon Charles and Sally Ellis and David
and Cheryl Dutko hosted a special brunch marking the occasion, in the Recreation Center.
Fr. Jim and Pani Kathy were married at St. Michael’s on January 22, 1972.
Father was ordained to the Orthodox priesthood at St. Michael’s on February 13, 1972 by the late Bishop John (Martin). Prior to becoming pastor of
-cont’d on page 5
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A

s the Diocese prepares to mark
the 1st Anniversary of the passing of our beloved Metropolitan
Nicholas on March 13th, it is important that we make the proper acknowledgement of the 35th
Anniversary of the passing of the first
Ruling Bishop of our American
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese:
Metropolitan Orestes of ThriceBlessed Memory. To the current generation of Diocesan faithful,
Metropolitan Orestes is probably just
a name—a historical figure that “oldtimers” in our parishes may mention
from time to time. Please allow this
“old-timer” the opportunity to reflect
a bit on the man who rightfully can
be called the “Father of our Diocese.”
My first encounter with Metropolitan
Orestes was when he visited my home
parish of St. John the Baptist in East

Sunday of the Last Judgment

T

he second Sunday before Lent
begins is called the Sunday of
the Last Judgment. On this Sunday
we are confronted with a choice.
Shakespere would put what we are
confronted by like this, “To love, or
not to love! That is the question!”
The Church gives us the words of our
Lord, the very words of life, and as always the words of our Lord are transformative, but they are also always
challenging. Why are they a challenge? They are a challenge because
Jesus is speaking of the “law” of love
that must be attended to by us. This
is the “law” spoken of in today’s
gospel lessons Yes the parable is about
That Day, about Judgment Day, but
it is really about the way we will be
judged on that day. The parable is
about the “law” on which we will be
judged…and Christ’s law is always
the law of love. And just in case we
look for further explanation of what
the “law” of love is, our good God has
given us a personal instructor, as it
were, a tutor to repeatedly teach us
(AND CORRECT US) when we
somehow forget what love is, when
we neglect to fulfill its demands. That
Pittsburgh. I was a young altar boy at personal tutor each of us is given by
the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy he God will be mentioned below.
celebrated that day. I remember how First, we must say that the list of virregal he looked in his episcopal vest- tuous actions in today’s gospel lesson,
ments; I was especially impressed with the parable of the Last Judgement, are
his crown, which looked like some- certainly within our grasp. In fact, we
thing one of the Russian Czars might ought to want to do them, because of
wear! He looked so stern, yet there the promised reward for things so
was a certain gentleness about him small and cheap. We are promised
that made him very approachable. He heaven for something so trivial as a
visit. These virtuous actions are
was already in his mid-70s at the
within our grasp because in every case
time, and had served the Church for
Christ our Judge asks of us only what
over fifty years. His priesthood had
is needed, and sometimes not even
begun in a far-off land—I would venthat. Surely a sick person and a perture to say that Metropolitan Orestes son in jail don’t only desire a visit, but
never imagined what awaited him the one wants to be healed and the
when he arrived in the United States. other freed. God, however, is graOur forefathers were “Greek cious and merciful and only requires
Catholic”
then—united
with what is within our power – leaving it
Rome—but when the time-honored to us to exert our generosity in doing
customs and traditions of our people more. All God has asked of us is to
were infringed upon by the Vatican, visit the sick, not heal them. He has

A Well-Earned
“Good Victory”

-cont’d on page 7
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not asked us to free the prisoner, but
only pay a visit. He has not asked us
to solve all the problems of those that
are hungry, but only to feed them.
He has asked us to give a drink to
someone thirsty, not dig them a well.
The things Jesus speaks of in the
parable of the Last Judgment are
within our grasp, but they of themselves do not win the reward of
heaven for us that is given to those
who on Judgment Day will be shown
to have followed the “law” of love.
The things Jesus speaks of do make
manifest however the love of God and
the love of neighbor we have within
us. Surely someone who feeds the
hungry, or gives drink to the thirsty,
or clothes the naked, or welcomes the
stranger, or visits the sick or the one in
prison, surely they are revealing their
love of God, and love for their neighbor.
We are not all called to be philanthropists, social activists, or notable
humanitarians. We are called only to
love God and our neighbor in the way
God gives us opportunity to do. That
may come in a chance encounter.
That may come over the course of
years with a family member. It may
come at opportune times. It may
come at a completely inconvenient
time. But God gives to each what we
need to work out our salvation.
Sometimes what we need happens by
“chance” (which is another word for
God making it look like things in our
life have happened by accident).
Sometimes what we need is something that has been planned for us
since before the beginning of the
world. For His part, all has been
given by God for our salvation, including His Only-Begotten Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ. For God’s part, all
is done, all is prepared. The Kingdom
since the foundation of the world is
waiting for us. For our part, all has
not been done if we are still living on
this earth. For our part, until that
Day, the Day of Judgment, we keep
working to manifest the love required
-cont’d on page 3
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Office of the Chancellor
312 Garfield Street
Johnstown, Pennsylvania

Beginning of Lent 2012
Glory to Jesus Christ!
Dear Fathers and Faithful:

A

s we begin the Great Fast of Lent together, it seemed appropriate to write you, and the Consistory does so with the blessing
of His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios of America who sends his
Lenten greetings to all of us.
Firstly, March 13 marks the first anniversary of the repose of His
Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas. We may remember him in the
Requiem on that day, but also importantly we want to sing the Requiem together as a worshipping community on either the Sunday
before or after his death anniversary. On either Sunday, the
Panachida is to be sung at the end of the Lenten Divine Liturgy. May
God rest his soul. Eternal Memory!
We take this opportunity also to provide the fasting regulations for
this Penitential Season, as has been the tradition of our bishops since
the canonical establishment of the Diocese in 1938. Continuing in
that spirit, the following fasting regulations are in effect for all clergy
and laity.
1) Monday, February 27 (Clean Monday), the first day of Lent, is a
day of strict abstinence; likewise Good Friday and Holy Saturday,
namely April 13 and 14. On these days, no meat or dairy products may be eaten.
2) All Wednesdays and Fridays during this entire Season are days of
abstinence from meat.
3) Meat and meat products may not be eaten all of Holy Week, April
9 through April 14.
4) For the evening Pre-sanctified Liturgy, a minimal three-hour fast
from all food and drink must be observed before the reception of
Holy Communion. (Normal fasting from midnight is practiced
before the liturgies of St. John Chrysostom and St. Basil the
Great.)
5) Where the Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil the Great is celebrated on
Holy Thursday, the three-hour fast is required.
These are the minimum requirements to be observed during this
Season. As our bishops have always reminded us, for those of
stronger body and more willing spirit, the penitential practices of a
sterner quality which the time-honored traditions and customs of
our Holy Orthodox Church have handed down to us are wholeheartedly recommended.
This communiqué is to be made available to the faithful of all Diocesan Parishes.
In behalf of the Diocesan Consistory, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro
Chancellor

of us by God, and really to manifest the love He has given and instilled in
each of us.
Each of us has been enlightened by Christ in our Baptisms and Chrismations.
Each of us has been given the gift of God’s Holy Spirit. Each of us has become
a child of light, a child of God in the sacrament of initiation. Each of us is fed
by God’s love every time we receive the Holy Mysteries in Communion. We
are called, for our part to reveal that love to others and give them the love our
good Lord has given us. And in case we decide not to do that, which God has
given us the freedom to do, to choose not to love those whom God has given
us, in case we decide not to love, yet God has not abandoned us. He has put
in place a “contingency plan”, as it were, because He also gives us a conscience.
Lest we forget that our Lord WILL come again to judge the living and the
dead, and that His Kingdom WILL have no end, He gives us a conscience to
warn us and to help save us. This is the personal instructor, the tutor, that was
mentioned earlier. It is our conscience that provides an ongoing judgment
within ourselves. Our conscience is like a running commentary, a running
judgment, on all that we do and all that we do not do. It is a running commentary on whether we are giving to others the same love that God is giving
to us.
God has given us a conscience to prepare us for the Day of Judgment. The
conscience He has given each one of us is an ongoing judgment that if listened to, does help save us. What, if not conscience, tugs at us if we neglect
someone who is hungry? What, if not conscience, bothers us if we neglect
someone who is sick? What, if not conscience, disturbs us if we have fought
with someone? What, if not conscience, convicts us if we have spent our time
criticizing others, when we could have spent the time talking about something
profitable for our souls? What, if not conscience, will not let us go when we
have caused hurt to another? It is our God-given tutor speaking to us, instructing us. It is this conscience that St. Paul speaks about in the Epistle lesson (1 Cor. 8:8-9:2) that is read together with the parable of the Last
Judgment. St. Paul speaks of the conscience as the “check” on his actions to
make sure they always consider loving the neighbor as the highest good.
Dearly beloved, when we come to the Last Day (or better put, when it comes
to us) and we are all gathered before the Lord, and the books are opened and
the Judgment occurs, we will not be able to say that we did not know as the
wicked professed in today’s Gospel. When did we see thee hungry, or thirsty,
or naked, or a stranger, or sick, or in prison and did not minister to thee? That
is the, “we did not know” answer to our judgment. That will not work with
the Judge, because He has provided within each of us an ongoing judgment.
That ongoing judgment is called our conscience. That is, in fact, why it is
called the Last or Final Judgment. Those words, “Last” and “Final” indicate
that there is already a judgment occurring on earth for each and everyone of
us. So when the Last Judgment is upon us, and all the nations are gathered
before the Lord, we will not be able to say we did not know we lacked love.
We will not be able to use ignorance as an excuse. Our consciences will already
have convicted us. The “lessons” our personal instructor will have taught us
will have been many. This personal instructor is an excellent teacher, leaving
out no needed lesson, covering all the material necessary for our salvation.
When the books are opened what will be revealed will be God’s just and righteous judgment because He has given us everything we need to work out our
salvation. He has given us all the love He can, including the very Body and
Blood of His Only-Begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
No, we will not be able to hide behind supposed blindness to the opportunities God gives us to manifest His love through us. Each wasted opportunity
will be exposed. And it won’t be like we didn’t know. Our conscience already
knows, because God’s judgment is already occurring through it. There will be
no surprises at the Last Judgment. There will be no last minute chances or
changes in the Book of Life. By God’s grace we will be among those whom
He calls “blessed of My Father” and not among those whom He calls “cursed”.
By God’s grace we will either have been shown to have learned the “law” of love
or we will have been shown to have ignored the gift of our conscience.
Very Rev. Fr. Stepehen Loposky

Page 4

THE CHURCH MESSENGER

February 26, 2012

other members of the group. After a failed escape to Switzerland he was arrested on February 19, tried on April 19 and sentenced to death. As he awaited
his fate, his poignant letters to his father and stepmother survive:
Munich, 18 June, 1943
My dear parents,

New Martyr Canonized in Germany

O

n February 4 – 5, the Diocese of Berlin and Germany of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia canonized as a saint, the New Martyr
Alexander Schmorell. St. Alexander was a member of an underground Nazi
resistance group known as the White Rose which used passive, nonviolent resistance to Adolph Hitler and his Nazi party against their violence and extermination of Jews and other
minorities. The group was discovered
and all were executed by beheading,
including St. Alexander at the age of
25 on July 13, 1943. (see his complete life in the May, 24, 2009 issue of
The Church Messenger)
The new saint was the grandson of an
Orthodox priest and with his parents
he fled Russia in 1921 in order to escape from the Communists. Alexander was raised in the Orthodox Faith
and maintained his faith throughout
his life, attending services and reading
Scripture. In the summer of 1942,
St. Alexander and two of his friend
were drafted to serve as combat
medics in the Nazi army on the eastern front. While on their military
service they witnessed many of the
atrocities of the Nazis including the
mass execution of Poles, Russians and
Jews in shooting pits. Upon their return from duty, Alexander became a
key part of the clandestine White Rose
which began publishing and distributing a series of six leaflets advocating
opposition to the Nazis. St. Alexander himself wrote the second and third
leaflets, and the second leaflet contains
the only known public opposition by
any German resistance organization
against the Holocaust:
We wish to cite the fact that, since the
conquest of Poland, 300,000 Jews have
been murdered in that country in a bestial manner. Here we see the most terrible
crime committed against the dignity of man, a crime that has no counterpart in
human history…. No crime of this dimension has ever been perpetrated against
human beings.
The leaflets caused an immediate sensation on the campus of the University
of Munich and the Gestapo began an intensive investigation to discover their
origin. With the danger to their lives
mounting daily, the White Rose, never
numbering more than 51 with a core
group of 6, continued their work for
eight months. Any public opposition
to the Nazis meant certain death; simply possessing one of their leaflets was
also life threatening.
One of the members of their group –
Sophia Scholl – was caught distributing leaflets on the university campus
on February 18, was arrested with her
brother Hans and another memberChristoph Probst and all three were
tried and executed on February 22.
The Gestapo began a massive manhunt for Alexander Schmorell and

I can’t report anything new to you. Myself, I am healthy and in
a good frame of mind. I’ve recently read something in a very good
and meaningful book, that seems to be very fitting for you all:
“The greater the tragedy of life, the stronger one’s faith must be; the
more it seems that we are forsaken, the more confidently we must
commend our souls into the hands of God the Father”. And the
Abbot Theodore von Byzant writes: “Therefore, I have thanked
God for my misfortunes, and bowed myself completely to the unfathomable judgments of His Providence, that in His beneficial
manner, He has already know, from the time in which the foundations of the world were laid the time and place of death of every
person.” This is pretty much the
same as what I have already
written you. It would make me
very happy, if you would think
the same way, it would take
away a lot of sadness and pain
for you. But I’m not dead yet –
and so pray and don’t give up
hope.
My most heartfelt greetings,
Your Schurik
His final letter to his family, written
shortly before his execution:
Munich, the 13 of July, 1943
My dear father and mother,
Now it shall be none other than
this, and by the will of God,
today I shall have my earthly life
come to a close in order to go
into another, which will never
end and in which all of us will
again meet. Let this future
meeting be your comfort and
your hope. Unfortunately, this
blow will be harder for you than
for me, because I go in the certainty, that in my deep conviction, I have served the truth.
All of this leaves me with a calm
conscience, despite how near the
hour of death is… In just a few
hours I will be in a better life, by my mother, and I will not forget you; I will ask God to grant you solace and peace. And I will
wait for you! One thing, above all, let me leave this on your
hearts: Never forget God!
Your Schurik
St. Alexander’s body was buried behind Stadelheim Prison in the cemetery at Perlacher Forst. After World
War II the American forces built a
base adjacent to the cemetery. Following the closing of the base in the
1990s the buildings, including a
church, were turned over to the German government. At the same time a
Russian Orthodox congregation was
searching for a new building and purchased this church. As a result, the
relics of St. Alexander rest across the
street from the Orthodox Church in
Munich
The witness of the Holy New Martyr
-cont’d on page 5
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Alexander is an inspiration for all Orthodox Christians, especially our young
adults, in remaining firm against the tide of godlessness that is sweeping across
our nation. While no one risks death for standing against the evils in American society, our young people face ridicule and derision when they say No! to
abortion, No! to homosexuality and No! to living together in sin before marriage. As the Nazis defiled the sanctity of human life by their racism and murder, so American society also devalues and degrades the holiness of sexuality
and the human body. St. Alexander and his companions said No! to the accepted evils of German society of their day and paid for this witness with their
lives!
Holy Passion-bearer Alexander of Munich, pray to God for us!
The courageous story of the members of the White Rose is widely known
throughout Germany. A memorial in their honor has been erected on the
grounds of the University of Munich where the first of the group was arrested,
streets and parks are named after their members. A 2005 documentary film
titled Sophie Scholl focused on the three initial members of the group who
were arrested and executed: Sophie Scholl, Hans Scholl, Christoph Probst.
Nominated for an Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film it used actual excerpts from the court trial in telling the story of their courageous stand
against Nazi terror.
TROPAR (Tone 4)
Today a light adorns our glorious city, having within it your holy relics,
O Holy Martyr Alexander; for which sake pray to Christ God that He deliver us from all tribulations, for gathered together in love we celebrate your
radiant memory, imitating your bravery, standing against the godless powers
and enemies.
KONDAK (Tone 4)
From your mother you inherited the love of Christ, and through the love of
your caregiver you were nourished in the fear of God, O all-glorious one, to
Whom you gave yourself, O all-honorable Alexander, and you now diligently pray with the angels. Beseech on behalf of all who honor your memory a forgiveness of their sins.
Very Rev. Father Edward Pehanich

The White Rose Society

Official
Notice
with the blessing of His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios,
Locum Tenens of the Diocese
The Diocesan Consistory, in consultation with the office of

Sharing in the joy of the 40th anniversary of Ordination to the Holy Priesthood of Fr. Jim Dutko on Monday, February 13th at St. Michael's in Binghamton are from left to right: Fr. Nicholas Ferencz, Fr. Zenoviy Zharsky, Fr. Ron Kovac, Fr. Tom Kadlec, Fr. Michael Kleban, Fr. Corey VanKuren, Fr. George Sandor
and Deacon Charles Ellis.
-40th Anniversary, cont’d from page 1

St. Michael’s in July 1991, he served parishes in Central City, Wood, Huntington and Homer City, Pennsylvania. He also served as Rector and Academic Dean of Christ the Savior Seminary in Johnstown, PA from 1975-1985.
In addition, he was the editor of the diocesan newspaper, “The Church Messenger,” from1976-1997. He has been a member of the North American Eastern Orthodox/Roman Catholic Theological Consultation since 1989.
During his years at St. Michael’s, Fr. Jim has been actively involved in the efforts of the Broome County Council of Churches, particularly its CHOW
program, flood relief programs and its ecumenical outreach. He is a member
of the Children of Abraham dialogue, the Broome County End of Life Committee, the First Ward Neighborhood Assembly and the Eastern Orthodox
Clergy Association. An avid amateur photographer, he is a member of the
Two Rivers Photographic Club.
Fr. Jim is the son of the late Protopresbyter Stephen and Pani Mary Dutko
and Pani Kathy is the daughter of Mary (Bolas) Kowarek and the late Francis
Kowarek. They have one son, Richard Dutko, a middle school English teacher
in Harpursville, NY.

Parish Hosts Reception

O

n Saturday, February 18th, St. Michael’s parish family honored Fr. Jim
and Pani Kathy, on their dual anniversaries. Vespers and prayers of
thanksgiving were offered at St. Michael’s on Saturday evening, February 18th.
Protopresbyter Lawrence Barriger, pastor of St. Michael’s in Freeland, PA, and
a native of St. Michael’s in Binghamton, represented the Diocesan Consistory
at the celebration and bestowed a special blessing on the 40th anniversary of
their marriage.
A special Jubilee Dinner of Thanksgiving, hosted by the faithful of St.
Michael’s parish, followed in the Recreation Center. Fr. Barriger read a letter
of congratulations from Diocesan Chancellor, Protopresbyter Frank Miloro
and the Consistory. Richard Dutko, Pani Kathy, Fr. Jim, Fr. Kleban, Fr. Barriger and parish president, Randy May, offered remarks. A congratulatory
toast was presented by David Dutko.
Additional guests Saturday evening included: Very Rev. Michael Kleban; Very
Rev. John Fencik of St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, Bayonne, NJ; Fr. Daniel
Mahler, St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, Corning, NY; Seminarians Will Bennett and Matthew Dutko, Christ the Saviour Seminary, Johnstown, PA;
Mother Makala and Mother Katherine, Holy Myrrhbearers Monastery, Otego,
NY; Fr. Deacon Charles Ellis, Reader and future Seminarian George Ellis, St.
Michael’s, and Fr. Peter Tomas, Holy Spirit Byzantine Catholic Church.
Fr. Jim is a member of Christ the Saviour Seminary’s Class of 1972, when he
and the then Seminarians Richard Zak, David Moriak and Michael Rosco
were also ordained to the Holy Priesthood by Bishop John.

His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios, Locum Tenens, has
announced the postponement of the XXII Diocesan Council-Sobor that had been scheduled for June 4-6. Re-scheduling will be announced by the Diocesan Office of a successor
Bishop after his election and enthronement. Parishes will be
sent the customary yearly audited balance sheet when received by the independent auditor.
Fr. Michael Kelban, pastor of St. Mary's in Endicott, NY, extends congratulations during the dinner reception at St. Michael's.
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Year in Review
I

ployers.
n today’s secular society, which is
often filled with meaningless rhetoThe Assembly’s priority issues in 2012
ric, it is encouraging to report that the
include formal adoption of the ByAssembly of Canonical Orthodox
Laws. The By-Laws have been drafted
Bishops of North and Central Amerand are currently under review; all
ica is progressing toward its stated
member bishops will soon be given an
goals.
opportunity to comment on them.
Recent achievements include the offiAt present, the Assembly does not
cial incorporation of the Assembly on
have an established mechanism for enOctober 18, 2011 as the Assembly of
dorsing Orthodox organizations. A
Canonical Orthodox Bishops of
process for endorsement is under deNorth and Central America (ACOB).
velopment. A “statement of princi(It was formerly known as the “Episples” is also being created, which
copal Assembly” of North and Central
would define the relationship between
America.) Last month an historic telethe Assembly and endorsed organizaconference of the Assembly’s committions.
tee chairmen was held, bringing
In 2012 the Assembly’s committees
together representatives of all Ortho- Meeing of Youth Committee of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of North and Central Amerhope to host “town hall meetings” for
dox jurisdictions in North America. ica at Antiochian Village this January.
the public. These open forums would
On January 24 and 25, 2012, the Secbe led by the committees’ Bishops and
retariat—which holds monthly teleconferences—held its second annual faceclergy/ lay consultants; they would provide an opportunity for clergy and laity
to-face meeting in Riverside, CA.
to ask questions about the Assembly and the work of the committees.
The Secretariat meeting in Riverside was hosted by Fr. Josiah Trenham of St.
The Assembly implores all Orthodox to take an interest in its work and asks
Andrew’s Church, and included Bishop Basil (Secretary of the Assembly of
that they encourage their bishops to become engaged and active in the mission
Bishops), Archbishop Antony (Treasurer), Bishop Andonios, Bishop Maxim,
of the Assembly. Financial donations are also greatly welcome in order to fund
Fr. Mark Arey, Fr. Nicholas Ceko, Hierodeacon Benedict (Armitage), Prothe activities of the Assembly. Donations can be made by mail or through the
todeacon Peter Danilchick, and Messrs. Alexei Krindatch, Alex Machaskee,
Assembly’s website, www.assemblyofbishops.org.
and Eric Namee.
For detailed reports of the committees making significant progress, such as FiApplauded at the Secretariat meeting was “Conversations With Our Bishops,”
nancial Affairs, Canonical Regional Planning, and Pastoral Practice, please
which is a series of audio interviews of the Assembly’s 53 member hierarchs
consult the website.
conducted by Fr. Trenham. The interviews provide a broad swath of perspectives to the Church-at-large on the significance and work of the Assembly. The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of North and Central AmerSeventeen interviews have been completed so far, and new interviews are reg- ica was formed by the 4th Pre-Conciliar Pan-Orthodox Conference in
ularly made available on the Assembly’s website, www.assemblyofbishops.org. Chambesy, Switzerland in June, 2009. It is one of 12 such assemblies that were
formed worldwide.
At the conclusion of the Secretariat meeting, much excitement was generated
by the idea that the Assembly consider planning an event sometime in the The Assembly replaces the Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishnear future that would encourage all Agencies of ACOB (e.g., IOCC, OCMC, ops of America (SCOBA) and has assumed all of the agencies, dialogues and
OCF, et al) to have their annual meetings in the same place and at the same other ministries of SCOBA.
time together with the Assembly’s annual meeting, a major youth event, and The Assembly is comprised of all the active, canonical Orthodox bishops of
a concelebrated Liturgy. This would be a major Celebration of Orthodoxy and North and Central America of every jurisdiction. Its purpose is “to preserve
and contribute to the unity of the Orthodox Church by helping to further
vividly demonstrate a unity of purpose for Orthodox Christians.
Four committees—Financial Affairs, Youth, Pastoral Practice, and Canonical her spiritual, theological, ecclesiological, canonical, educational, missionary
Regional Planning—have all held recent meetings. Of particular note is the and philanthropic aims.” To accomplish this, the Assembly has as its goals: i)
Committee for Youth’s recent meeting, held on January 24th and 25th, 2012 the promotion and accomplishment of Church unity in North and Central
at the Antiochian Village Heritage and Learning Center, in Bolivar, PA. The America; ii) the strengthening of the common pastoral ministry to all the OrCommittee met in conjunction with the annual Camp and Youth Worker thodox faithful of this region; and iii) a common witness by the Church to all
Conference, which drew together youth workers of many jurisdictions from those outside her. In addition, the Assembly has as an express goal: iv) the oracross the country. By developing models for cooperative youth activities and ganization of the Church in North and Central America in accordance with
programs, the Committee hopes to maximize participation by our youth in the the ecclesiological and the canonical tradition of the Orthodox Church.
full life of the Church. The Committee sees its work as a pathway to trans- The 13 committees under the Secretariat are responsible for canonical affairs,
canonical regional planning, church and society, clergy affairs, ecumenical reforming our youth to lead their lives in service and witness to Christ.
While some of the other committees report slower progress, all are commit- lations, financial affairs, legal affairs, liturgy, military chaplaincy, monastic
ted to accelerating, in 2012, accomplishment of the charges they have been communities, pastoral practice, theological education, and youth.
The ACOB committee chairmen will have a face-to-face meeting on Wednesgiven through their Terms of Reference.
ACOB recently elicited positive responses from clergy and laity for its “Record day, May 30, in South Bound Brook, NJ, hosted by Archbishop Antony.
of Protest Against the Infringement of Religious Liberty by the Department The 2012 annual meeting of the full Assembly is scheduled to be held in
of Health and Human Services.” In this ruling by HHS, religious hospitals, ed- Chicago in September.
ucational institutions, and other organizations would be required to pay for the This report was prepared by ACOB’s Program for Communications: Alex
full cost of contraceptives (including some abortion-inducing drugs) and ster- Machaskee, Senior Consultant, Chrysanthe Loizos, Nikki Stephanopoulos,
ilizations for their employees, regardless of the religious convictions of the em- and Sharon Rubis.
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CATECHETICAL HOMILY FOR HOLY
AND GREAT LENT

-Editorial, cont’d from page 2

it was the then-Father Orestes P. Chornock who led the movement which
brought scores of clergy, faithful and parishes back to Orthodoxy. He was consecrated bishop of the new Carpatho-Russian Diocese in 1938 in the ancient
city of Constantinople—it was an episcopate that would last nearly four
decades.
Elsewhere in this issue of The Church Messenger, you will find an excellent article on Metropolitan Orestes and his accomplishments as a bishop. I would
like to briefly touch upon my personal experiences with him as a man. Upon
my ordination to the priesthood in 1972, I was assigned to St. John the Baptist Church in Stratford, CT (Silver Lane), where technically speaking, I was
the Metropolitan’s “assistant pastor.” He was approaching 90 at the time, and,
of course, was just a shadow of the person he once was. His administrative
work in the parish (and in the Diocese as well) had greatly diminished. However, he still felt like he was “in charge” and would tell me that in no uncertain terms, and once he got an idea in his head that he wanted to do
something, there was no stopping him! I remember fondly my second Christmas at the Silver Lane church. To this point, Metropolitan Orestes merely
presided at his throne when he was in attendance for Divine Liturgy. A few
weeks before Christmas, he announced to me that he wanted to be the celebrant for the Christmas Liturgy! Somehow, he mustered up the strength to
don his vestments and serve the Liturgy (mostly from memory) for what probably was the last time.
Like most people his age, the Metropolitan’s short-term memory was fading
by the time I arrived in Stratford. Still, he could recall the smallest details about
things that happened when he was a young priest in Bridgeport in the early
1900s. And those were the stories that I—a young priest of 22 years of age myself—never tired of hearing. What a privilege it was for me to learn the history
of our Diocese from someone who lived it.
Metropolitan Orestes did not have an easy priesthood or episcopacy. He was
forced to take a stand on many issues that caused him great personal pain. His
trust in people often brought more suffering into his life than joy. But in the
twilight of his lifetime, Metropolitan Orestes had no malice in his heart for
anyone. I never heard him utter a harsh word against anyone in the 3 years I
was with him. His heart was filled with love for everyone.
When a bishop is consecrated in the Orthodox Church, he is commonly
named as the Titular Bishop of an ancient see that no longer exists. Metropolitan Orestes was the Titular Bishop of Agathonikeia—a Greek word meaning “good victory.” Indeed, we can look at the life of Metropolitan Orestes and
conclude that it should be viewed as a “good victory.” He “fought the good
fight” and not only won a spiritual crown for himself, but through his untiring efforts, he laid the foundation for a Diocese that continues to win the respect and admiration of Orthodox Christians everywhere.
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor
The Church Messenger

ENCLOSED IS MY CONTRIBUTION TO THE
DIOCESAN DONORS FUND FOR THE YEAR 2012:
Name: ________________________________
Address: _______________________________
City: ____________ State: _____ Zip: _______
Parish: ________________________________
Please make all checks payable to “2011 Distinguished Diocesan
Donors,” & send to:
Office of the Diocesan Treasurer
Diocesan Administration Building
312 Garfield
Johnstown, PA 15906

Page 7

+BAR THOLOMEW
BY GOD’S MERCY ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME
AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
TO THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH:
GRACE AND PEACE FROM OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST
AND PRAYERS, BLESSINGS AND FORGIVENESS FROM US
“O faithful, let us joyfully welcome
the divinely-inspired announcement of fasting”
Beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord,

I

n recent times, we observe an elevated level of concern. Many challenges
arise. The world is suffering and yearns for help. Indeed, we are going
through a general test. Some people call it a financial decline; others refer to
it as a political crisis. So far as we are concerned, it is a matter of spiritual perversion. And a solution exists. Many resolutions are proposed and numerous
viewpoints are heard. Yet, the problems persist. People feel deserted and alone.
Their deeper nature is ignored. They remain in the gloom of confusion and
depression.
Irrespective of the direction or solution proposed, the various answers that are
offered cannot redeem humanity. For, from the outset, they render it captive
to corruption and death. The Church is the divine-human Lord, who alone
can liberate our soul. Upon entering the space of the Church, we enter the atmosphere of divine consolation, of reconciliation between heaven and earth.
We are at home. Our spirit is calm. We discover a heavenly beauty and a spiritual maturity, “a holy fragrance capable of reaching the ends of the world.”
The Church knows all that we suffer. It speaks the whole truth. And it urges
us to face reality as it is; to recognize that we are earth and dust.
The Great Canon of St. Andrew makes mention of repentant tears of and sorrowful mourning, namely the pain of our wounds. Nonetheless, what follows
is the rest of the soul, the health of the spirit. We have our Creator and Savior. Through the abundance of His mercy, he has placed us at the intersection
of incorruption and mortality. He has not forsaken us. He came to save us.
Through His cross, He abolished death. He granted us incorruption of the
flesh.
Since, therefore, we are planted with Christ, why are we troubled in vain? Why
do we not run toward Him? The Church neither dwells on nor abandons us
to corruption. It knows our deeper inclinations and comes to our support and
salvation. We need nourishment. Yet, “man does not live by bread alone.”
(Matt. 4.4) We also need spiritual understanding; however, we are not bodiless. In the Church, we discover the fullness of life and understanding as a divine-human balance. Away from God, we are perverted and corrupted.
Wherever material goods are plentiful and waste is glorified, scandalous temptation and dark confusion prevail.
Wherever human beings live with reverence and receive all things with gratitude and thanksgiving, all things are sanctified. The little is considered blessing; the corrupt is dressed with the glory of incorruption. Human beings enjoy
what is ephemeral as a gift from God, while at the same time being nourished
from here and now by the pledge of the future life. Not only are problems
solved, but even the suffering of trials are transformed into the power of life
and a reason for giving glory. When this occurs with our soul, when we find
peace and salvation by committing all things to Christ our God, then our
mind is illumined. We come to know ourselves and the whole world. We have
faith in the One who alone is powerful. This in itself strengthens the faithful.
Then, by means of an invisible radiance, it is transmitted as support to all
those who hunger and thirst for the truth.
The entire world needs salvation by its Creator and Maker. The entire world
needs the presence of the faith and communion of the Saints. Let us give
thanks to the Lord our God for all His benefits, as well as for the present period of Holy Lent.
Behold, this is a welcome time; behold, this is a time for repentance.
May we journey through this time of the great fast with contrition and confession so that we may reach the infinite joy of the Resurrection of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, to whom is due all glory, honor and worship to the
ages of ages. Amen.
+ BARTHOLOMEW of Constantinople
Fervent supplicant for all before God
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In Remembrance:
The 35th Anniversary of the Repose of Metropolitan Orestes
triarch. This honor was formally bestowed upon him at services at Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral in
New York City by His Eminence,
Archbishop Iakovos. His Eminence
passed to life eternal on February 17,
1977, with his funeral on the first day
of Lent in St. John the Baptist Church
in Bridgeport, Connecticut.

JOHNSTOWN PA -- February 17,
2012, marked the thirty-fifth anniversary of the Falling Asleep in the Lord
of His Eminence, Metropolitan
Orestes (Chornock), of Thrice Blessed
Memory.
Metropolitan Orestes, following the
death of his beloved Pani Yolanda
(Molchany) was consecrated as the
first Bishop of our Diocese in 1938
with the blessing of His All-Holiness,
Ecumenical Patriarch Benjamin. His
Eminence served as ruling bishop of
the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese of the U.S.A. from
1938-1977.

Highlights of Metropolitan
Orestes' Episcopacy
•He founded a canonical, self-governing American Carpatho-Russian
Orthodox Diocese under the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople.

On July 11, 1883, in the rectory of the
Greek Catholic village church in Ortutova, Saris, in Austro-Hungary, His
Eminence, Metropolitan Orestes
Chornock was born to Reverend Father John Chornock and his wife, Pani
Mary. Orestes completed his elementary schooling in Bardijov, then graduated to the Royal Gymnasium in
Presov where he studied for eight years
and graduated with honors. Young
Orestes entered the theological academy of Presov, completing his studies,
becoming a candidate for Holy Orders.
He was united in marriage to Yolanda Molchany on July 17, 1906, a union
that was to last for thirty-one years, broken by Pani Yolanda's death in 1937.
Seminarian Orestes was ordained to the Priesthood on August 28, 1906 on the
Holyday of the Dormition of the Virgin Mary in the Cathedral of Presov by
the Most Reverend Bishop Dr. John Valyi. The newly-ordained priest was assigned the village church in Osturna, County of Spis, where he labored for
two years. On November 17, 1908, the young Father Chornock came to
America, along with other priests to minister to the needs of the hundreds of
thousands of Carpatho-Russians who emigrated to the United States. Father
Chornock served parishes in Burnside-Chicago, Illinois; Cleveland, Ohio; and
Duquesne, Pennsylvania. On March 25, 1911, he became pastor of St. John's
Church in Bridgeport, Connecticut where he labored for some 45 years. The
parish was one of the largest in the country.

•He established the seat of the Diocese in Johnstown, PA where Christ
the Saviour Cathedral was built.
•Founded in 1940 Christ the Saviour
Seminary for the training of Diocesan clergy.
•Originated the Diocesan Youth Organization, A.C.R.Y. in 1939.
•Promoted the publishing of the
Diocesan newspaper, The Church
Messenger.
•Instituted a systematized program
for Sunday Church Schools and
teacher training.
•Inaugurated the first religious award for Orthodox Scouting in 1954 which
became the basis for the present Alpha Omega Award.
•Pioneered the use of English in the Divine Services.
•Spearheaded the founding of mission parishes by the Diocese, especially in
newly-established communities.
•Began the annual Diocesan Pilgrimage-Otpust at Christ the Saviour Cathedral and Christ the Saviour Seminary in Johnstown.

By 1936 there was turmoil in the Greek Catholic Church after repeated pleas
for recall of the decrees of celibacy and latinization which had been imposed
on parishes. After no response, parishes met in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania at a
Church Council. On February 6, 1936, those parishes selected the Reverend
Orestes P. Chornock as administrator for the establishment of a new diocese.
The following year, on November 23, 1937, hundreds of delegates and priests
gathered again in Pittsburgh and, by unanimous vote, elected Father Chornock
as Bishop-designate.
On September 18, 1938, Father Chornock was elected and consecrated Bishop
by the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. Three Metropolitans: Germanos, Constantine and Dorotheos were
his consecrating bishops at the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy that was celebrated
at the Cathedral of St. George in Constantinople. Bishop Orestes was consecrated with title to the See of Agathonikeia, which means "Good Victory".
The new Bishop would single-handedly steer the new Diocese on its course
through 1966 when he would receive an Auxiliary Bishop in the person of the
Most Rev. Bishop John R. Martin to assist him. Shortly before that, in 1965,
Bishop Orestes was elevated to the rank of Metropolitan by the Ecumenical Pa- Metropolitan Orestes ordains Metropolitan Nicholas to the Holy Priesthood on January 11, 1959 at St.
John’s Church in Perth Amboy, New Jersey.
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Mission Sunday Greeting from
OCMC
To the Most Reverend Clergy, Venerable Monastics, and the Devout
Faithful of the Holy Orthodox Churches in the Americas:
Greetings in the Lord! The Resurrection of Christ, and the subsequent
coming of the Holy Spirit, made possible the establishment of the
Church. For 2000 years the Church has shown as the light of truth in
our world, served as a hospital for those seeking salvation, and called
all humankind to a deep intimate relationship with God.
Simply put, the Church seeks to improve the human condition by
restoring humanity's connection to the Father through the Son with
the Holy Spirit. The concept of improving the human condition is
big indeed; but it is one way of grasping the scope of Christian mission work.
The Church, in witnessing to the truth of salvation in Christ, demonstrates His love by addressing the physical and spiritual needs of those
suffering in darkness. It is this witness, and the many forms it takes,
from evangelism to outreach, that can serve as an invitation to others
to accept Christ (God’s ultimate expression of love for humanity)
through the Holy Sacraments.
As Orthodox Christians, we believe that it is through Christ that our
journey of repentance begins and ends; and it is through true repentance in Christ that we will know the joy of eternal life. This is the ultimate aim of missions and the greatest gift that we, as Orthodox
Christians, have to share with the world.
The Orthodox Christian Mission Center is your community’s resource
to engage in this most vital work of the Church. In 2012, the Orthodox faithful of North America will have the opportunity to share
Christ with people in over 20 countries around the world through
prayer, by supporting mission priests, teaching catechism, providing
healthcare, building churches, working with youth, and much more.
Mission Sunday falls on February 26th this year. As this date approaches, please consider sharing the mission materials and opportunities contained in this packet with your community and let us know
how we can assist you in answering the call to make disciples of all nations. We pray that you have a blessed Lenten journey and a joyful
Pascha.
With Love in Christ,
Fr. Martin Ritsi
Executive Director
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IOCC Joins Hunger Relief Efforts For
Greece's Struggling Families

The new poor of Greece includes young families like this woman and her two children who gratefully receive food and a blessing from His Beatitude, Ieronymos II, Archbishop of Athens and All Greece during
his visit to one of the many soup kitchens in Athens run by Apostoli, the social service agency of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of Athens. Photo: Katarina Basileiou/Apostoli

ATHENS, GREECE--Each day the streets of Athens become more crowded
with families newly evicted from their homes due to job loss and the inability
to pay their bills. As Greece's escalating economic woes drive more and more
families into a desperate struggle to keep a roof over their heads and food on
the table, International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) in cooperation
with Apostoli, the social service agency of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
Athens, is putting your support to work securing food aid packages for impoverished families and jobs for the unemployed.
The job shortage is especially dire for young workers under 25 with more than
46 percent of them without a job according to EU statistics. Through your desire to help, IOCC is supporting Apostoli's efforts to employ young people for
jobs collecting, sorting and packaging food items from donation centers set up
in 213 participating supermarkets in Greece.
From a warehouse space donated by the Greek army, the newly hired workers
assemble 30-pound parcels containing enough food staples such as flour, rice,
beans, milk and canned tomatoes to feed a family of four for a month. The
food aid packages are then delivered each month to 70 parishes in the greater
Athens metropolitan area where they are distributed by the parish priest to
families living in poverty. To date, 1,700 families numbering approximately
7,000 people receive monthly food aid packages.
IOCC Executive Director, Constantine Triantafilou, who witnessed the humanitarian crisis unfolding in Greece during his visit last month, says, "IOCC
opens its heart and hand to the people of Greece during these difficult times
and we encourage those in Greece who can help their neighbors to work with
the Church to do so."

Work Continues on the Camp Residence Addition

Workers are shown installing the titanium paper on the roof to weatherproof
it.

The addition roof matches the lodge and was put on by the same company
that had re-done the lodge roof years earlier.
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2nd Annual International Children’s Classic Golf
Tournament to Benefit Rusyn Orphanages
BINGHAMTON, NY -- On Saturday, May 19th, St. Michael's is pleased to
host the 2nd Annual International Children's Classic at Endwell Greens Golf
Club. All net proceeds from this event will be divided between the St. Nicholas
Orphanage in Medzilaborce, Slovakia, Holy Cross Orphanage and the Regional Medical Center's Children's Wing both located in Uzhgorod, Ukraine.
Prior support to the St. Nicholas and Holy Cross Orphanages along with the
Children's Wing was initiated with the approval and support of our late Metropolitan Nicholas. In this spirit, the International Children's Classic tournament was founded. This year's goal is to raise $10,000.00!
The captain and crew golf tournament is scheduled for a shotgun start at
Noon. The registration fee is $100 per participant or $400 per foursome. All
participants will receive an ICC golf shirt, 18 holes of golf and two carts per
team, beverages on the course, a team photo and the championship dinner at
Endwell Greens.
Men and women golfers are encouraged to enter the competition and mixed
teams are also encouraged to participate. Prizes will be awarded to the tournaments 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place teams. Men's and ladies longest drive, and
both men's and woman's closest to the pin contests will receive awards. Once
again, we will be offering Hole-in-one prizes. All dinner participants will be
eligible to win one of many door prizes.
This year as a special attraction, George Skomsky PGA, of the International
Golf School will be hosting a putting contest open to all participants at 11
AM.
Individuals who don't play golf but wish to support the tournament may purBRIDGEPORT, CT-- Pictured are the cast members of the annual Sunday chase a $40 dinner ticket. The price includes dinner with the players followschool Christmas program at Saint John the Baptist Church in Bridgeport, ing the competition and entry into the door prize contest. ICC golf shirts will
CT.
also be offered at a cost of $30.
Registration forms/advertisement sponsor forms/event posters may be download from the Diocesan Website: ACROD.org. or more information please
contact Dr. Nick Seketa, Tournament Chairman. He can be reached at nfseketa@gmail.com

CORNING, NY--On Sunday February 19, 2012, a Moleben was celebrated
in honor of Mrs. Anna Chudanic who celebrated her 90th Birthday on Saturday February 18th. Mrs. Chudanic was presented with a Hromota from the
Diocese, an Icon of Saint Anna and afterwards a bouquet of flowers and cake
from the Altar Society. Mrs. Chudanic is St. Mary's Church oldest parishioner. She is shown with Father Dan Mahler and her son, Andrew Chudanic.

Cantor Choir in Nesquehoning
NESQUEHONING, PA--On Sunday, January, 15, 2012, members of the
Cantor Choir of Northeastern Pennsylvania sang a concert entitled: "The
Spirit of Christmas" at Saint John the Baptist Orthodox Church in Nesquehoning, PA. This unique choir consists of about 18 cantors of both Byzantine
Catholic and Orthodox parishes who travel to area churches singing traditional Carpatho-Rusyn liturgical music and carols in both English and Rusyn.
The choir is under the direction of Professor Andrew Drozdik. Father Leonard
Martin of Saint Mary's Byzantine Catholic Church of Scranton, PA served as
the narrator.
Carried in the opening procession was the replica of Saint John's Church
which was used when the Bethlehem carolers or "gubi" would bring the Nativity message from home-to-home. The Reverend Father Robert J. Teklinski,
pastor of Saint John's welcomed and introduced the group. As parting gifts,
he presented icons of Saint John the Baptist to the conductor and members.
"Saint Nicholas" distributed chocolate coins to all present.
Jerry Chanda of the New Jersey Chapter and Gina Robertshaw of the newlyformed Eastern PA Chapter of the Carpatho-Rusyn Society were also in attendance and distributed information about the society. Light refreshments
HOMESTEAD, PA--Shown are George and Jean Rohaly as they celebrate prepared by members of the parish were served. A concert of para-liturgical
their 70th Anniversary of Marriage along with thier pastor Fr. Robert Buczak Marian hymns is being planned for the fall of this year.
of St. Nicholas Orthodox Church in Homestead.
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A JOURNEY OF FAITH
PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND
St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church, Perth Amboy, NJ
Led By Father Michael Rosco
October 28-November 5, 2012: 9 Days / 7 Nights

THE HOLY LAND: Your trip to the Holy Land will be an unforgettable and spiritually rewarding journey! Visit and venerate Christendom most sacred sites. See where Jesus spent most of his life and
performed the many miracles you have read about in the Bible. You
will visit the cities of Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, Jericho, Capernaum, and Tiberias! Among the many sites and churches you will
see are the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the Church of St Anne
and the Pools of Bethesda, The Tomb of the Virgin Mary, the Prison
of Christ (Praitorion), The Church of the Apostolos, the Church of
the Multiplication of Fishes and Loaves and the Church of the Transfiguration on Mt. Tabor. Take the cable car up to the Mount of
Temptation and see the rock that Jesus actually prayed by when
tempted by the Devil. Visit the Church of the Nativity and touch the
spot that Christ was born! Also visit the Church of Tabgha, Cana, the
Church of the Annunciation, the Mountain of Beatitudes, the Garden of Agony, the Monastery of St. Gerasimos Iordanitis, Church
of St. Elisseos and Zacchaeus Tree, the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, the
tomb of Martha and Lazarus. Enjoy a boat-ride on the Sea of Galilee
and experience a spiritual baptism in the River Jordan.
SPACE IS LIMITED and on a FIRST COME BASIS.
RATE: Per person double occupancy $2720* & Single occupancy
$3350*
*Rates include the air tax and fuel surcharge of approximately $630
which is not guaranteed until ticketing one month prior to departure.
Rate above reflect a 4% check discount which does not apply if payment is made any other way.
Deposit of $500 due by June 15th or late booking fee of $50 per
person will apply
YOUR TOUR WILL INCLUDE:
*Round trip transatlantic international non stop air Newark / Tel
Aviv / Newark on Continental Airlines
*First class hotel accommodations: Two nights in Tiberias and five
nights in Jerusalem
*All hotel tax, service fees, daily breakfast & dinner
*7 days of private sightseeing in air-conditioned motor coach with
English speaking guide specializing in the Orthodox sites & entrance fees
*Private audience with the His Beatitude Patriarch Theophilos III
of Jerusalem and mid-night Liturgy at Church of the Holy Sepulcher (subject to confirmation)
*All private arrival and departure transfers with English-speaking
guide
Please contact Father Rosco for more information at 732.826.4442
or frmsr@hotmail.com
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Orthodox Pastoral Care Training
PITTSBURGH, PA--Family Hospice
and Palliative Care in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania has initiated a program
in Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE)
specializing in hospice and end-of-life
pastoral care. The training program is
a part-time, extended unit beginning
in September and concluding in May.
Interns complete 12 hours each week
of individual and group supervision,
didactic seminars, and direct pastoral
care with hospice patients and their
families in the Pittsburgh area. Pastoral care is provided primarily in the
private homes of hospice patients but
interns also complete a rotation at two
in-patient hospice units. Conducted
under the accreditation of the College
of Pastoral Supervision and Psychotherapy (CPSP), the training seeks to give
clergy the self-awareness, the confidence, and the basic counseling skills as
they journey with their parish members through a terminal illness.
The training is supervised by Father Edward Pehanich, a priest of the
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese and a diplomate in the College of Pastoral Supervision and Psychotherapy.
According to Father Pehanich, the
CPE model of training in pastoral care is a "continuation of what we clergy
learned in seminary but it goes beyond the seminary classroom and theology
books to work with living human documents who are undergoing profound
crises in their lives."
He added, the skills and experience gained through a unit of CPE training are
invaluable in all aspects of pastoral ministry and not only with the terminally
ill.
The CPE program is open to all priests, deacons, seminarians and qualified lay
people. As a part time program it is specifically designed for those employed
or enrolled in an institution of higher learning. Applicants for the program are
required to reside in the greater Pittsburgh area for the duration of the program
and have transportation in order to provide ministry in the homes of hospice
patients. For more information and an application please contact Father Pehanich at epehanich@familyhospice.com. Deadline for applicants for the September, 2012 unit is June 1.
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PERIODICAL

Diocesan
Lenten Retreats
For All Orthodox Christians,
Family & Friends
CENTRAL REGION
Location: St. Nicholas Church, Homestead, PA
Date: Saturday March 24, 2012
Time: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Topic:

Very Rev. Jonathan Tobias

11-Day Scandinavia & Russia
Cruise

Youth: The Five Senses of Orthodoxy

Emerald Princess

Rev. Fr. Matthew Stagon

Departing from Copenhagen

Adults: Mountains, Oceans, Deserts and Green Pastures: Mapping
your Soul in the Psalms

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 3/17/2012
MRS. BARBARA COE IS IN CHARGE OF REGISTRATION

July 17 – 28, 2012

WESTERN REGION

Sponsored by St. Nicholas Church (10th St)
NYC

Location: Holy Transfiguration Parish, Crawfordsville, IN

Fares starting from: $2,030 per person (based on double occupancy)

Date: Saturday March 31, 2012

vIncludes taxes and government fees

Time: 2:00 pm (CST)

vDoes not include airfare

Topic: Orthodoxy and Healing
Rev. Fr. Alexis Miller
For more information contact Fr. Sam Sherry at
FrSam@juno.com

EASTERN REGION
Location: National Christian Conference Center, Valley Forge,
PA
Date: Saturday March 31, 2012
Time: 9:30 am – 5:00 pm
Topic:
Overcoming Anger
Very Rev. Fr. John Brancho
Teens (12-18): With Great Power Comes Great Responsibility
Theo Nikolakis, Chief Information Officer for the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
Youth (6-11): Making Friends in Christ
Rev. Fr. Peter Zarynow
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 3/17/2012
MRS. TRACEY BILANIN IS IN CHARGE OF REGISTRATION

SPONSORED BY THE NATIONAL
A.C.R.Y.

vRoundtrip group airfare from Newark to Copenhagen available at
$1,187/person (Departure will be on July 15, 2012 – overnight in
Copenhagen July 16-17)
vPrice does not include hotel in Copenhagen (price and hotel to be determined)
Deposit of $500 per person required (100% of deposit is refundable if
cancelled by May 1, 2012). Deposit of $100/person to hold space on
group airfare
Ports of Call:
vCopenhagen, Denmark
vOslo, Norway
vAarhus, Denmark
vWarnemunde, Germany
vTallinn, Estonia
vSt. Petersburg, Russian (2 days)
vHelsinki, Finland
vStockholm, Sweden
Contact: Stephanie Salony for further information
e-mail – stephanie.salony@comcast.net
Home: 908-284-0561

The 2012 A.C.R.Y. Annual
has been distributed. To order
additional copies of the Annual kindly contact Very Rev.
Fr. Andrew Fetchina, 211
West Grand Avenue, Rahway,
NJ 07065 (732) 382-8844.
Total cost per Annual, including shipping and handling, is
$15.00. Checks should be
made payable to the ACRY
Annual Fund.

