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Feast of the Nativity
of our Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ
To the Very Reverend and Reverend Priests and Deacons, the Diocesan Board of Trustees, the Parish Councils of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox
Diocese of the USA, the Distinguished Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Members of the National
A.C.R.Y. and all the Youth, the Seminarians of Christ
the Savior, and the entire Carpatho-Russian Orthodox
Family in America and Canada:
CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!
CHRISTOS RAZDAJETSJA! SLAVITE JEHO!
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

A

s we spiritually draw near to Bethlehem and to the
Cave where the God deigned to be born in the flesh,
I greet each and every one of the blessed Carpatho-Russian flock in the United States and Canada with paternal
love and the best wishes for the Feast of the Nativity of
the Lord. This Christmas, whether on the New Calendar
or the Old, we cannot help but remember the late and
beloved Metropolitan Nicholas, whose Nameday of St.
Nicholas precedes the Nativity by only a handful of days.
We recall with love the many gifts his quarter of century
of leadership gave to the Diocese. And as we are mindful of his gifts to us, we are inspired to give and receive
gifts from each other, especially those of the Spirit that
manifest unity, love and true faith.
This Christmas, let us remember that no gift is too small.
Every act of kindness, every thought-filled gesture, every
deed of mercy: all these and more constitute the gifts that
adorn the soul. Even as we adorn our homes and houses
of worship in preparation for the Feast, we should all the
more beautify the inner person, where the Seer of All,
the Lord Himself, delights to behold the spiritual adornments of the human heart: love, mercy, forgiveness, compassion, generosity, patience, and purity.
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, on the Feast of
the Nativity in the Flesh of our Lord, God, and Savior
Jesus Christ, let us celebrate the love that God has for us,
and the love, that by His grace and mercy, we are able to
share with each other. Truly, Christ is born! Let us Glorify Him!
With warm paternal love in the New-Born Christ,

+DEMETRIOS
Archbishop of America
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A Mystery Better Left Unsolved

I

f you happen to be driving on Interstate 17N in Arizona at this time
of year, I would suggest you look very
closely when you reach Milepost 254.
Here you will see an unassuming,
non-descript juniper tree that became
something quite special some 30 years
ago over Thanksgiving weekend. It
seems that some unknown “elf ” took
it upon himself (or herself!) to decorate what is now a 15 foot tree with
ornaments, ribbon and tinsel! For
three decades now, the Arizona Highway Patrol, various journalists and
just plain curious folks have tried to
identify the illusive and evasive decorator—with no success. No one has
ever been caught in the act; no one
has ever stepped forward to take
credit for what has been dubbed the
“Mystery Christmas Tree.” One day
the tree is bare—the next day it is
transformed into a magnificent symbol of the Christmas season. Some
now claim that the juniper is not only
mysterious, but miraculous as well.
When a wildfire burned out of con-

trol along the highway last August,
causing extensive damage to the trees,
underbrush and other vegetation that
line 17N, amazingly, it stopped right
at the trunk of the tree.
As the years have gone by, many of
the “locals” have lost interest in solving the mystery behind this legendary
tree. After all, we wouldn’t want to
catch Santa Claus coming down our
chimney on Christmas Eve—things
just wouldn’t be the same if we did! In
like manner, the real charm of the
Arizona juniper tree lies in the
anonymity of the person who has
brought smiles to the faces of a countless number of motorists through the
years. Truly this is a mystery that is
better left unsolved.
Now the story of this juniper tree underscores a very important truth for
all Orthodox Christians: the “Christmas Story”, indeed, is a tale that is
shrouded in mystery. Every aspect of
it is beyond explanation. What really
was the Star of Bethlehem? Was it a
real star? Was it some unique align-cont’d on page 8
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A Life Changing Encounter

A

nother year has passed by in celebration of the Birth of Jesus
Christ. We are tired and exhausted
from shopping for gifts, cooking and
baking our special food for this festive
holiday. We have shared with others
the food and have enjoyed their
friendship. We have exchanged gifts
and greetings of “Christ is Born” Glorify Him,” or Christos Razdajetsja”
“Slavite Jeho.” There was less a Merry
Christmas spoken from the lips of
those standing behind the counter
taking our money for the gifts. We
may be experiencing a letdown feeling (depression) that comes when
Christmas is over. We look back and
think about the amount of time we
have prepared for this celebration,
and in a few hours it is all over. The
reality was good, and maybe there are
good memories, but it lasted so short
of a time and so we resume our regular pace.
If this is what Christmas is all about,
then we have missed completely why
God sent His Son to us. St. John of
Kronstadt, in his book “My Life in
Christ” writes “If man had not been
created according to the image of
God, the Lord would not have been
incarnate of the most holy Virgin.
The Lord, before His Incarnation let
man experience all the bitterness of
sin, all his powerlessness to eradicate
it, and when all longed for a deliverer,
then He appeared, the all wise and all
powerful healer and helper. When
men hungered and thirsted after
righteousness as it grew weaker, then
the everlasting righteousness came.”
If Christmas is not joy, peace and
good will for us and others, then we
have missed what God wants for all of
mankind when we celebrate the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ. I believe that many Christians in today’s
society do not understand or have any
knowledge of why we celebrate this
Holy Day when Christ was born.
They think of it as a few days off from
work, decorated Christmas trees,
presents under the tree, and special
foods and baked goods to be eaten. I
am for all the traditions that we have
in our lives but society has taken
Christ out of Christmas and who He
is, and why He was sent to us. It has

become just a day for exchanging
gifts, eating and drinking and having
friends and relatives over and maybe
attending church services.
Obviously, this is not what God had
in mind. We should have Christmas
in our hearts every day until the day
comes to celebrate it the next year,
and the next, etc. St. Luke tells us that
the “Shepherds returned to their
sheep glorifying and praising God for
all the things that they had heard and
seen” (Luke 2:20). The shepherds had
gone to Bethlehem with the song of
angels in their ears. They had seen the
Holy Child in the flesh and had
looked in wonder upon such a sight.
They knew that the glory of that
night and the rest of their lives would
stay in their hearts for something
wonderful had happened on that first
Christmas; they saw God in the flesh.
Things would change in their lives.
Their soul would be full of light and
joy, a gift from God, and they would
give praise to God for this new life
that Emmanuel, God with us, had bestowed upon them.
How did the Birth of Christ affect
Mary, the Mother? The New Testament gives us one of the most beautiful verses about Mary, which says,
“And all they that heard it wondered
at those things which were told them
by the Shepherds. But Mary kept all
these things, and pondered them in
her heart” (Luke 2:19). This day
when her Son Jesus was born, she will
hold in her whole being throughout
all of His life and hers, even until His
death upon the Cross for the salvation
of all the world. All that she had seen
and heard she kept alive in her heart.
It would never die.
How did the birth of Jesus affect the
Wise Men? They knew of the birth of
the King of the Jews by the star in the
east, for these men were great scholars, and they came to Jerusalem where
Herod was the king. This news troubled Herod and he told the Magi to
go to Bethlehem to see this King of
the Jews and to come back and tell
him all about this King. So the Wise
Men started their journey and when
they saw the star, “they rejoiced with
exceedingly joy.” When they came
and saw the young Child and Mary,
-cont’d on page 6
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SS. Peter & Paul Church of Windber
Celebrates 75th Anniversary

Christ the
Saviour
Cathedral
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, GOD
AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST
THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD, GOD
AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST

WINDBER, PA--This past summer on Sunday, July 3, Saints Peter & Paul
Church in Windber marked the parish's 75th Anniversary. The Sunday began
with the Divine Liturgy being celebrated by pastor Very Reverend Miles Zdinak assisted by former pastors and sons and adopted sons of the parish. Concelebrating clergy included: Very Reverend Protopresbyter Michael Slovesko,
Very Rev. Protopresbyter William Conjelko, Very Rev. Protopresbyter Samuel
Sherry, Very Reverend Michael Shuster, Very Rev. Protopresbyter Robert
Buczak, Rev. Fr. Matthew Conjelko, and Rev. Deacon Robert Conjelko.
The Very Reverend Protopresbyter Michael Slovesko delivered the homily at
the Divine Liturgy. Father Slovesko took the parish on a historic theological
journey with his words reminding the parish community to remain grounded
in its past, but to be ever looking forward into the future to live and spread the
Faith. Father reminded the parish of its rich history and it steadfastness in
the face of hardships; mainly the parish’s rising out of the ashes of the fire
which completely destroyed the church building in 1967.
The responses for the Liturgy were sung by Saints Peter & Paul Choir under
the direction of Michael P. Kokus. Following the services, a banquet was held
in the parish pavilion. Added guests there included Very Rev. Edward Pehanich & Pañi Kathleen, Very Rev. Fr. Tony Joseph & Pañi Patsy. Also attending were clergy wives of concelebrating clergy: Pañi Anna Marie Slovesko,
Pañi Charlotte Conjelko, Pañi Bonnie Sherry, Pañi Kathy Buczak, Pañi Mary
Margaret Conjelko, Pañi Elizabeth Zdinak & Rose Conjelko.
Present day parishioners and many former members who have moved out of
the area joined together to celebrate the day. A family picnic like atmosphere
surrounded the banquet with reunions among old friends and gatherings of
family members. Many of the visiting clergy took the time to share their congratulations with the guests and relate some stories of their experiences with
the parish. Gail Gaio, president of the parish council, also addressed the faithful and shared her congratulations and remarks with the guests.
Most of the original parishioners of Saints Peter & Paul Orthodox Church of
Windber can trace their roots back to Eastern Europe in the Carpathian
Mountain regions. The original parishioners immigrated to America to settle
in Windber to work in the coal mines and steel mills of the region.
The members of the fledging parish led by pastor, Fr. Joseph Antonoff bought
property and began work on a church at the corner of Ninth Street and Somerset Avenue in 1938. The work on the new parish church was completed in
December of 1945 with Metropolitan Orestes of thrice blessed memory consecrating the new church.
On March 23, 1967, the church building was destroyed by a fire. The community, undaunted by the tragedy, began to plan for a new church. The parish
purchased land at its present location just outside Windber. The Sunday
school wing and hall were completed first and dedicated in 1968. On July 9,
1972, the new church was consecrated by His Grace, Bishop John of thrice
blessed memory. Later an icon screen was added to the church and a new rectory was completed and other structures were added to the parish property.
Noted former pastors of the parish include His Eminence, Metropolitan
Nicholas, whose first parish assignment was at the Windber church, the Very
Reverend Protopresbyter John Yurcisin of blessed memory and former Chancellor of the Diocese, and Very Reverend Protopresbyter Michael Rosco present Vice Chancellor of the Diocese. Among the sons of the parish is the present
Chancellor of the Diocese, the Very Reverend Protopresbyter Frank Miloro.
The parish continues to share its rich history and faith with the community
of the Windber area with the parish’s outreach ministries, it participation in the
Windber Area United Churches, and Windber Ministerium and with its
parish events.

2012 Schedule of Services
January 6

Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord
7:00 AM - Vespers and Liturgy of St. Basil
Strict Fast Day

CHRISTMAS EVE IN THE CATHEDRAL
10:30 PM

Nativity Compline

11:30 PM

Ringing of the Chimes of Christmas Eve

11:45 PM

Medley of Christmas Carols by the Cathedral
Choir (live internet broadcast)

January 7

Nativity of Our Lord, God and Saviour
Jesus Christ
12 Midnight - Nativity Divine Liturgy of St.
John Chrysostom (live internet
broadcast)
Celebrant: Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro
9:00 AM - Nativity Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom (live internet broadcast)
Celebrant: Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro assisted by Protodeacon Gregory Benc

January 8

Feast of the Synaxis of the Mother of God
9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy

January 9

Feast of the Great Martyr Stephen
9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy

January 13

6:00 PM - Great Vespers of the Feast of St.
Basil

January 14

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy on the Feast of St.
Basil

January 18

Vigil of Theophany
7:00 AM - Vespers and Liturgy of St. Basil
7:00 PM - Compline of Theophany in the
Cathedral and Blessing of the
Water

January 19

Theophany of Our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ
9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy
Blessing of Cathedral and Faithful with the
newly-Sanctified water

January 20

Feast of the Synaxis of St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy
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A 20TH CENTURY MIRACLE WORKER

St. Nectarios of Aegina

December 25, 2011

But the hustle and bustle of city life did not appeal to him and neither did the
politics of church life. He began to look for a place where he could find peace
and quiet which he needed for his monastic style of life. He found this on the
island of Aegina where he revived an abandoned church and built a woman’s
monastery. He lived and presented himself so simply, visitors sometimes
thought he was an ordinary monk rather than a bishop of the Church. He
tended the monastery gardens, carried stones, and helped with the construction of the monastery buildings which were built from his own funds. As spiritual father of the convent, his humility, wisdom and insight became well
known, with many monastics, priests and lay people seeking him out for counsel and advice. He received the grace of the Holy Spirit which enabled him to
foretell things that would happen to those who came to him.

Glorification

I

n 1920, Metropolitan Nectarios fell seriously ill with cancer, and despite
his protests, the nuns forced him to go to a hospital in Athens. Since he was
1846-1920
a man with no financial resources, he was placed in a 3rd-class ward where
several beds were reserved for poor patients. He died on the evening of NoRemember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God, consider the
vember 9 at the age of 74. But even his death became an occasion for miraoutcome of their lives and imitate their faith (Hebrews 13:7).
cles, the first of more than two thousand others. As a nurse and a nun
prepared his body for transfer back to the monastery at Aegina, they took off
ne of the loved saints of our Metropolitan Nicholas of blessed memory his sweater and placed it for a moment on the bed of a paralyzed man in the
was St. Nectarios of Aegina. It was our beloved Metropolitan who made adjoining bed. Within the hour the man regained his strength and began to
him known to our Diocesan faithful. It was our beloved Metropolitan who walk. A powerful, sweet smell filled the hospital room and the entire ward. He
brought holy oil from his tomb through which several miraculous cures have was buried in his beloved Holy Trinity Monastery on Aegina by his friend St.
been reported among our people.
Savvas of Kalymnos who later painted the first icon of St. Nectarios.
St. Nectarios was born in 1846 in
The relics of St. Nectarios were transGreece with the name Anastasios
ferred from his grave in 1953 and
Cephalas. When he was fourteen
once again emitted a beautiful frayears old his parents sent him to find
grance. He was officially glorified as a
work in Constantinople since the famsaint by the Ecumenical Patriarchate
ily was very poor. After working and
of Constantinople in 1961 and his
continuing his education, Anastasios
feastday is celebrated on November
moved to the island of Chios in 1866
9/22. Finally, in 1998, the Holy
where he became a school teacher for
Synod the Patriarchate of Alexandria
seven years. Always a pious, young
in Egypt issued a statement of repenman with a love for monasteries, on
tance for casting out the saint:
November 7, 1876, he became a
monk at the Monastery of Nea Moni
We hereby restore the ecclesiastical order
and three years later he was ordained a
of the Saint of our century, Saint Necdeacon, taking the name “Nectarios”.
tarios, and grant to him all due credits
Following theology studies in Athens
and honors. We beseech Saint Nectarios
he was sent to minister to the Orthoto forgive both us, unworthy as we are,
dox Christians in Egypt where he was
and our predecessors, our brothers of the
ordained a priest and served in the
Throne of Alexandria, for opposition to
Church of St. Nicholas in Cairo. In
the Saints and for all which, due to
recognition of his piety and brilliance
human weakness, our Holy Father,
as a preacher, he was consecrated the
Bishop of Pentapolis, Saint Nectarios,
Metropolitan of Pentapolis (an ansuffered.
cient diocese in what is today Libya)
by the Patriarch of Alexandria Sophronios in 1889. His genuine faith and
The Dark Side of the Church
virtue, and edifying sermons made
nyone who is involved in church
him a popular bishop among the comlife for even a brief time quickly
mon people.
learns that there is a “dark side” of the
church. The saintly Metropolitan AnScandal
thony Bloom of England said The
Church has a glorious aspect and a
etropolitan Nectarios’ episcopal
tragic one. Disagreements among
ministry was to be short lived.
priests and their bishop, conflicts
He served as a bishop in Cairo for just
among priests and parishioners, fights
one year when he was unjustly reamong
parishioners, court cases, insults,
moved from ministry. His rapid promotion and his popularity provoked the
jealousy and envy of his brother priests and bishops who spread rumors to dis- envy, jealousy, politics, anger, back biting, gossiping all can be found in
credit him. They accused him of insubordination and immorality, and con- churches which preach and teach love, truth, joy, kindness and peace. The
vinced the Patriarch of Alexandria that he was seeking the position of patriarch life of St. Nectarios is a potent illustration of this. He suffered not from unfor himself. Metropolitan Nectarios was suspended from his Diocese and sent believers, nor Roman emperors, nor Communist officials but from his fellow
back to Greece in exile. The campaign of character assassination followed him Orthodox Christian priests and bishops! What is instructive for us is to obthere. Because of the suspicions and rumors about his moral character no one serve how he reacted to this persecution. In America, he would hire a lawyer
would give him a job leaving him homeless and destitute. Finally, Nectarios and sue for defamation of character! Today he would quit the church: They’re
was assigned as a diocesan preacher, a post that a simple monk or even a qual- all a bunch of hypocrites anyway! He would complain to everyone about his
ified lay person could fulfill. Nectarios remained humble and did not protest treatment in the church and conclude with I don’t believe in organized religion. St. Nectarios accepted his unjust punishment with silence and humilor complain, fulfilling this ministry from 1891-1894.
ity. He recognized that the Church is not a “garden for saints” but a “hospital
In time, a number of influential people began to realize that the scandal over for sinners”. St. Nectarios knew his own sinful tendencies and passions and
Nectarios had no substance, and in fact, he was a holy man of genuine faith.
Through their influence he was made dean of the Rizarios Seminary in Athens.
-cont’d on page 5
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-Lives of the Saints, cont’d from page 4

struggled against them with repentance. He saw that bishops, priests, and
people of the Church were also afflicted with various sinful passions and that
they were in need of healing in the Church. It has been said, It is more dangerous to lose belief in man’s fall, than to lose faith in God. The Church is
holy, it is the body of Christ on earth, but it is composed of weak, sinful, fallen
human beings.
As we honor the memory of this modern saint let us remember his experience
with this dark side of the Church. As we ask for his powerful, miraculous intercession before the Lord may we never lose sight of our own sinful passions
and our own need for repentance!

Festal Greetings on this Feast of Our
Lord’s Nativity

Tropar
The offspring of Selybria and the guardian of Aegina,
the true friend of virtue who appeared in the last years.
O Nectarios, we faithful honor you as a Godly servant of Christ.
For you pour out healings of every kind for those who piously cry out:
Glory to Christ who has glorified you!
Glory to Him who has made you wondrous!
Glory to Him who works healings for all through you.
Very Rev. Fr. Edward Pehanich

The Staff of The Church Messenger extends cordial greetings to His All-Holiness, Bartholomew,
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople;
to His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios,
Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of America, Exarch of the Ecumenical Throne & Locum
Tenens;
& to the Priests, Deacons, Seminarians, Monastics, Cantors & Choir Directors;
& to all the Faithful of the Diocesan Family
& to all of our Readers:

Christ is Born!
Glorify Him!
-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

Saint Nectarios of of Aegina

Choir Classic Recordings Available in CD Format

they fell down and worshipped Him. And they opened their treasures and
they presented gifts to Him, gold, frankincense and myrrh. The Wise Men
recognize Jesus as the Son of God. They too were filled with peace and joy for
Christ had filled their hearts with His presence. What the Wise Men saw that
night changed their lives. No one who ever meets Christ with a good will returns the same way that he came to Christ. Our motives, our values, our attitudes are no longer the same. The old way of life is replaced with a new and
better way to live. We have worshipped Him in the liturgy with peace and joy
and there is an awakening of this new life when we receive absolution of our
sins in the Sacrament of Confession and receive Him in the Sacrament of
Communion. Truly His Body and Blood lives within our heart. Let us go another way and leave behind the old. Let us walk with Him, as He leads us into
a better life, with more love, more awareness of the needs of others and ever
conscious of the presence of Christ within us, born to be Emmanuel.
Like the shepherds let us go with renewed faith in God with the song of the
angels. Like the wise men let us take a different path, the path that Jesus walks,
the way of peace, love and joy. Let us ponder the meaning of Christ birth in
our hearts to give us a new vision and joy and peace in the years to come.
Very Rev. Fr. Ronald Kovac

CZ Orthodox Crosses
in a sterling silver setting
Two choral masterpieces recorded by St. Michael’s A Capella Choir under
the direction of Edward Sedor in Binghamton, NY, have been re-mastered
and released in a CD format. The Christmas and Easter CD includes 15
selections of both traditional carols and the Liturgical music of Christmas,
as well as six Lenten melodies and 11 selections of the Easter Paschal music.
The Divine Liturgy CD features the choir and Fr. Stephen Dutko rendering the Liturgy in Church Slavonic. Copies are available at a cost of $15
each, including shipping and handling. Checks payable to “St. Michael’s
Choir” should be sent to Josephine Sedor, 113 Zoa Avenue, Johnson City,
NY 13790.

designed by JOANNE
The sparkle from this cross is the light to heaven.
Large: $90.00 each Small: $60.00 each
To place orders, call Joanne at (607) 729-4192 or email to
JM09225@ hotmail.com
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Choir Director Honored

Fr. Nectarios Trevino

Subdeacon Michael Sivy presenting Amazon Kindle electronic readers to Grand Protopresbyter Joseph
Kwami Labi, Vicar General, Archdiocese of Ghana, November 13, 2011.

“Akwaaba!” - the Ashanti word for “welcome” has resounded in our minds
each time, during the past six years, when we have arrived in Ghana. During
this timeframe, Nativity of Our Lord Orthodox Church in Manassas, Virginia
has made ten mission trips to the Greek Archdiocese of Ghana. There we have
taught Sunday school teachers, priests, and seminarians on various subjects of
our faith. More importantly, we have met neighbors. While each journey had
its own purpose and memory, all of our efforts culminated, during the past few
months, with the inauguration of St. Basil the Great Orthodox Seminary in
Accra, Ghana.
It was during our August trip, with Subdeacons Michael Sivy and Seamus
Murray – both seminarians in the diaconate program at Christ the Saviour,
that the first Ghanaian Orthodox seminary launched its efforts. Orthodoxy in
Ghana is, relatively speaking, quite new – 28 years old – and its growth has
been unprecedented. The August day after the three of us departed Ghana,
His Eminence, Metropolitan George, was traveling to a village in the central
region of Ghana to baptize over 200 adults and children.
With the counsel of His Eminence and the Vicar General, Grand Protopresbyter Joseph Kwami Labi of the Patriarchate of Alexandria and All Africa, Nativity of Our Lord has been supporting the archdiocese's seminary planning
and logistical needs for the last few years. We have collected and transmitted
over 100 electronic texts to Ghana. And this month, Subdeacon Michael returned to Ghana to deliver twelve Amazon Kindle electronic readers on which
the texts will be loaded and the readers shared with the seminarians. Each seminarian will have his own patristic and theological library.
Nativity of Our Lord's efforts were enabled by its parishioners, the very generous efforts of the Ordo Sancti Constantini Magni (OCM), a spiritual order
whose High Patron is His Beatitude, the Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and
All Africa, and the St. Sophia Foundation, a private Orthodox charitable and
educational foundation. The OCM has been instrumental in enabling the financial launch of St. Basil's seminary. This year it not only purchased the Kindles, it has, over the last two years, also provided in excess of $5,000.00 to
meet the educational needs of the seminarians. The cohesive efforts of Nativity of Our Lord Orthodox Church, the OCM, and St. Sophia Foundation are
unprecedented.
Ghana has changed our lives and resides within our hearts. We have met beautiful people with blessed souls who have inspired us beyond anything words
can describe. The four of us – Fr. Maximus Tatum, now at Holy Myrrhbearers Orthodox Church in North Carolina, Subdeacons Michael and Seamus,
and I – each have Ghana within us. There is much work to be done and fertile fields in which to plant seeds. Ghana gives true meaning and life to our
Lord's two great commandments - "You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and
first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as
yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets"
(Matt 22.37-40). On these two commandments reside our collective efforts,
accompanied by the profound humility that Africa and its needs demand of,
if not imposes on, our hearts.
We have not, however, limited our efforts to Ghana; all of the same electronic
materials have also been sent to Nigeria – to His Eminence, Metropolitan
Alexandros – where political turmoil is on the rise. There, too, Orthodoxy is
growing rapidly.
Africa and its Orthodox people need our time, talents, and treasure; but, more
importantly, our prayers and love – as neighbors. When we arrive and hear
“Akwaaba!” we are thankful; it means we have arrived. When we depart Ghana,
we simply hug and cry – and pray we can return again.

PERTH AMBOY, NJ – On Sunday, December 4th, George Hanas, Choir
Director and Cantor of St. John the Baptist Church in Perth Amboy, was honored at a Surprise Luncheon, marking his ten years of service to the parish
community. The event was held in the Church Hall, with some 120 people in
attendance. During the program following the meal, various presentations
were made to George. He received a gift from the PTO in appreciation for all
of his work with the children of the parish by Mary Ann Delcher, PTO President. In behalf of the altar boys, head altar boy Kevin Petersen gave Mr. Hanas
an icon of his Patron Saint, St. George the Great-Martyr. Katie Skokan, representing the many young children in the choir, made a presentation as well.
George also received a “Hramota” from the Diocese in recognition of his faithful service the various parishes in the New Jersey Deanery spanning some 35
years. Stephen Gallant, a choir member and church trustee, announced that
George’s main gift was a trip to Newport, Rhode Island for him and his wife
Leigh Ann. Remarks were offered by Stephen Skokan, Church President and
Father Michael Rosco, Pastor. Father Rosco spoke of his wonderful working
relationship with George, calling him a “throw-back” Cantor/Choir Director
who is there for every service. He also praised Mr. Hanas for his being a true
member of the parish community, which is reflected in his willingness to work
for the church in ways other than with his musical talents. The program concluded with an emotional response from George, who thanked everyone for
honoring him in this special way.

ASSEMBLY OF BISHOPS NEWS
New Bishops Join Assembly
Five new bishops have recently been consecrated for the Church in North
America and have joined the Assembly of Bishops of North and Central America:
BISHOP IGNATIUS was consecrated to the sacred episcopacy on July 10th as an
auxiliary bishop for the Antiochian Archdiocese of Mexico;
BISHOP JOHN was consecrated to the sacred episcopacy on December 11th as
the auxiliary bishop for Worcester and the Diocese of New England of the
Antiochian Archdiocese of North America;
BISHOP ANTHONY was consecrated to the sacred episcopacy on December
11th as the auxiliary bishop for Toledo and the Diocese of the Midwest of the
Antiochian Archdiocese of North America;
BISHOP NICHOLAS was consecrated to the sacred episcopacy on December
11th as the auxiliary bishop for Brooklyn and assistant to the Metropolitan of
the Antiochian Archdiocese of North America;
BISHOP SEVASTIANOS was consecrated to the sacred episcopacy on December
17th as the auxiliary bishop of Zela and assistant to the Archbishop for the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.
In addition, two bishops have been recently elevated:
BISHOP SAVAS was enthroned as the Metropolitan of Pittsburgh of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese on December 8th;
BISHOP JOSEPH of Los Angeles and the West of the Antiochian Archdiocese was
elevated to the dignity of Archbishop on December 11th.
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The Christmas Eve Holy Supper
(Svjatyj Vecer / Velija)

T

her infant son. An empty chair and place are set at the table in memory of departed family members and reserved for the unexpected guest for whom there
should always be room.
In the middle of the table sits a large round loaf of white, corn, rye or wheat
bread, similar to the Easter Paska bread but variously called"kracun", "krecun",
kracunyk, rohac or lokška. Candles are placed near the center of the table, or
even one in the center of the bread. The bread represents Jesus Christ who
called Himself "the Bread of Life." Another candle is placed in the window as
a sign of welcome to any traveler seeking shelter. Finally, a manger scene or
icon of the Nativity is placed on the table. The room now represents the cave
and the manger of Bethlehem, the humble surroundings of the birth of Jesus
Christ.
Forty Days of Preparation The entire family prepares to greet the newborn Jesus by hurrying to wash
their faces and hands at a nearby cold stream, believing they will be kept clean
he season of Christmas is heralded by forty days of prayer and fasting be- and healthy throughout the next year.
ginning on November 15th, the day after the feast of Saint Philip the
Apostle. This period is thus known as St. Philip's Fast (in Carpatho-Russian:
The Evening Star Appears - At Last the Holy Supper Begins
Fylypovka) or the Nativity Fast. No festivities are held during this time, which
is reserved for spiritual preparation for the Birth of the Savior.
he meal begins just as the first star appears in the sky at the setting of the
sun. The first star represents the star of Bethlehem. The father then proCarpatho-Russians reserve the day of Christmas Eve to prepare for the Holy
Supper. The men of the house spend the day caring for the livestock; the ceeds into the room greeting his family with "Christos Razdajetsja" - “Christ is
women are busy baking, cooking and cleaning. Weeks before, the houses are Born!" The family replies,"Slavite Jeho" - "Glorify Him!" He then ties the four
whitewashed or painted inside and out; this day is to make sure everything - legs of the table with rope or chain, asking God's blessings and protection
from all corners of the world. He also prays that the family be always united
and everyone - is thoroughly cleansed inside and out.
In our Carpathian Mountain villages, the "gazda" or head of the household like the links of the chain.
feeds the animals with generous portions of food, honoring them as the ani- The mother sprinkles the family members with holy water so that their souls
mals who gathered at the cave to honor the newborn Christ child. There he and minds might be receptive to the meaning of the Birth of Christ. The fapicks up some straw or hay and enters the house. Asking God's blessings that ther then takes the holy water to sprinkle the livestock and the household anthe family all live to see the next Christmas, he places it on the table, under imals, after which they are given sugar or salt and plenty of feed. (It is a belief
the tablecloth, or on the floor under the table. Seeds or garlic may also be scat- among many Carpatho-Russians that the animals can speak at midnight on
tered on the table. He might prepare a sheaf of wheat or oats ("didko" or Christmas Eve and would complain to God if they were mistreated!)
"Diduch") and place it in a corner of the house under the icons in hopes of a The candles on the table are lit to symbolize the appearance of Christ, the
rich and good harvest next year. A clean white linen cloth covers the dinner Light of the World, at His birth. The father or eldest so leads the family in
table, representing the swaddling clothes with which the Virgin Mary clothed
he Carpatho-Russian people maintain a wide variety of customs associated with all the holidays of the year, but few of them are as elaborate or
as eagerly awaited as those associated with the Feast of the Nativity of Jesus
Christ.
The entire drama of events associated with Christmas is made present in the
Carpatho-Russian home by the observance of the Holy Supper. The custom
of Holy Supper is observed wherever Carpatho-Russians live, but variations in
customs and foods served at the meal are found from region to region, village
to village, even among different families. These variations testify to the richness of the Carpatho-Russian culture, but in the unity of a tradition kept by
all Carpatho-Russians.

T
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-cont’d on page 8
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-Holy Supper, cont’d from page 7

kneeling prayer, like the adoration of Christ by the shepherds and wise men. The prayer expresses gratitude to God
for His blessings during the past year. It includes petitions for health, happiness, long life and salvation, that the family may be united in love forever, and blessing of the food. Then the Troparion of Christmas is sung: "Rozdestvo Tvoje
Christe Boze naš, vozsija mirovi svit razuma...." "Your Nativity, O Christ our God, has shed upon the world the light
of knowledge...."
The food may the be blessed with holy water. A toast "vincovanja" with sweet wine, brandy "palenka", or whiskey
mixed with honey is offered, again by the father. It may be simple or quite elaborate, but is usually something like this:
"Good Christians! I greet you on the Feast of Christ's Nativity and wish that the Lord grant you and your children
good health and fortune to praise the eternal God for many blessed years!"; those present answer "Daj Boze!" - "Grant
it, O God!"
The mother takes a tooth of garlic, dips it honey, and makes the sign of the cross on the forehead of the father and
then on each member of the family according to seniority. The honey symbolizes the sweetness of life, the garlic - the
bitterness. Garlic is held by Carpatho-Russians to have curative powers and to keep away evil spirits. When the mother
makes the sign of the cross on her eligible-for-marriage daughter, she exclaims. "May Jesus grant that young men will
go after you like bees to honey!"

Twelve Dishes - But Even More Variations!

S

ince St. Philip's Fast culminates with a day of strict fasting on Christmas Eve, the Holy Supper dishes contain no
meat and (usually) no dairy products. In some locales, Carpatho-Russians keep the fast so strictly that they eat no
food on Christmas Eve until the Holy Supper! The meal consists of seven, nine, or even twelve courses, representing
Christ's twelve Apostles. A wide variety of foods may be prepared, depending on the region or village, including:
•bobal'ki (small dough balls) with kapusta (sauerkraut) or poppyseeds and honey
•pyrohy filled with potatoes, lekvar (prunes) or sauerkraut
•mushrooms and onions fried in vegetable oil
•pea or lima bean soup
•stewed and fresh fruit
•sauces of dried plums (slivcanka) or pears (hrušcanka)
•lentils
•nuts

•macanka (thick mushroom soup)
•mashed potatoes
•meatless holubki (cabbage stuffed with rice)
•fish or herring.
Regional dishes also give a specialized touch to the meal: kutja (boiled barley or buckwheat porridge with honey) in
eastern Subcarpathia; kapušcanyk, adzimka, kniše, or balja (variations of pagac cabbage pastry) in the Prešov Region,
keselyca (fermented oatmeal and yeast) in the Lemko Region. No one is permitted to skip a dish; each person must at
least taste it!
Between the servings of each course, traditional Carpatho-Russian carols may be sung, or amusing stories and family
reminiscences told. The dinner and some individual dishes are accompanied by superstitious rites to predict what the
coming year will hold: blowing candle smoke to see from what direction a suitor may come, throwing a bunch of tied
spoons against the door, or using a spoon to toss kutja at the ceiling to see if it sticks (a sign of good fortune).
After dinner, the father reads the narrative of the birth of Jesus from the Bible. A prayer of thanksgiving is recited for
the most precious gift of all, the only-begotten Son of God, Jesus Christ. Koljady (carols) are sung as the children eagerly hunt for nuts, fruit or coins or small toys hidden in the straw or in some secluded part of the home. If the family is fortunate enough to have a tree - it is decorated now.

The Carolers Arrive

T

he local carolers (jaslickari / gubi / Betlehemcj / Vyfejemci / zvizdari) may now pay a visit to the home. The carolers come dressed as angels and shepherds, carrying a miniature church (typical in Subcarpathia) or led in procession
by a star on a pole (more common in the Lemko Region/Galicia). They dress in white garments, with tall cylinder hats
and brightly colored ribbons across their chests, and they carry staves, perhaps with a bell at the end. Almost all ages
- youngsters, teens, adults - are known to form "Bethlehem caroler" - or "Star Caroler" groups.
The guba, kuba, dido or staryj pastyr, the oldest shepherd (with a mask on his face) is the main character and also the
comedian. The "Bethlehem play" they present is a short presentation of carols, sung greetings (koljadky), dialogue, dancing, and the announcement of Christ's birth. A puppet play, vertep (the cave) may be presented instead in some regions. The family then rewards the carolers with drinks or coins to thank them for their long journey from home to
home. The carolers journey will continue after the evening church services, into the night, and throughout the next
three days.

On To Church To Meet The Savior

T

he carolers, like angels, summon the listeners to Bethlehem to witness the miraculous birth of Christ. At the
sound of the first bell the family hastens through the snow to the parish church to share in the joy of the service
of Great Compline (Povecerije velikoje). As all its candles and icon lamps are progressively lit, the festively decorated
church resounds with the antiphonal chanting of prophetic verses from the Old Testament Book of Isaiah concerning
the coming of the Messiah, each followed by the response "S nami Boh, razumijte jazyci, I pokarjajtesja, jako s nami
Boh!" "God is with us, give ear o you nations and submit yourselves, for God is with us!" Like angels and shepherds
and wise men of old, the Carpatho-Russian family joins the ranks of saints and apostles of every age who truly celebrate the birth of the Savior.
CHRISTOS RAZDAJETSJA!
SLAVITE JEHO!

-Editorial, cont’d from page 2

ment of planets? It’s a mystery. Who
were the Wise Men and where were
they from? Were they really kings?
Were they high priests? Were they
magicians? Again—we don’t know.
Their identity and place of origin
have remained a mystery. How did
the shepherds know where to find
where the new-born Babe was?
They certainly didn’t have GPS systems in those days, and I hardly
think the choir of angels provided
them with a street address! How did
a Virgin give birth? How did God
become a Man, taking on human
flesh? These are mysteries that we
are incapable of solving.
But the beauty of Christmas is that
it doesn’t matter if we comprehend
the “Christmas Story” that centers
on the birth of Jesus Christ. All the
Church asks of us is to believe it, for
it is truly a story of faith.
Perhaps the Ninth Ode of the
Canon sung at the Vigil Service on
the Eve of the Nativity of our Lord
puts it best:
“I behold a great and wonderful
Mystery.
The cave has become heaven,
The throne of the cherubim,
the Virgin.
The manger, a noble place,
Where lies Christ our God
Who cannot be contained.”
Yes, this Mystery is better left unsolved as well.
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor
The Church Messenger

2011 Seminary Annual
Giving Appeal
JOHNSTOWN, PA--The Administrative Offices of Christ the Saviour
Seminary have announced the results
of the 2011 Annual Appeal.
A total of $42, 728 has been given by
479 donors. These gifts help alleviate
the financial burdens of the Seminary
associated with costs of education, library funding, faculty salaries, maintenance of properties and student
housing.
Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, Seminary Dean, noted that "over the years
since the Appeals Program was instituted in 1989 by the late Metropolitan Nicholas, a total of $1,156,000
has been conributed by the faithful of
the Diocese. Due to a sluggish economy, this year's gifts have been less
than in previous campaigns, but nevertheless the special giving through
the generosity of many has allowed us
to continue our work unimpeded. It
is especially important now that there
7 students studying in the programs
of formation. May God bless all who
love our Seminary and care so greatly
about its work of providing formation
for seminarians who are our future
diocesan priests".
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Bone box was likely carried by a believer 1,400 years ago
By Matti Friedman, Associated Press

Shown from L to R are: Fr. Peter Smith, Fr. Frederick Watson, Fr. Michael Rosco, Fr. James Blomeley, Subdeacon Philip Floyd and Altar Server Drew Sparks.

WOODSTOCK, GA – The Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael Rosco, Dean
of the Washington D.C. Deanery and Vice-Chancellor of the Diocese, made
a pastoral visit to our Diocesan Atlanta Mission Friday and Saturday, December 9-10, 2011. Traveling to the furthest point south in the Deanery, Fr. Rosco
was able to see the mostly completed church building at St. Elizabeth Mission
in Woodstock, Georgia. Woodstock is located some thirty miles north of the
city of Atlanta in Cherokee County, one of the fastest growing counties in the
nation.
Arriving Friday afternoon, Fr. Rosco was greeted at the Atlanta airport by Fr.
Frederick Watson, Priest/Administrator of St. Elizabeth. Both were treated to
lunch by Fr. Rosco’s driver and host for the weekend, St. Elizabeth parishioner
Peter Blanar. Arriving at the new church location, Fr. Rosco toured the church
and adjoining social hall, kitchen, council room and educational facilities.
St. Elizabeth, a diocesan mission for fourteen years, has been meeting in several places in the greater Atlanta area for all of those years, the most recent
being the chapel of the Woodstock Funeral Home. In 2010 the mission purchased twelve acres of property that included a 9000 square foot building.
2400 square feet of that building was a warehouse that has been converted
into the church. A three-bedroom home on the front of the same property is
now the priest’s residence.
Following a dinner through the courtesy of Boris and Evelyn Melnikoff, Fr.
Rosco met with the Parish Council of St. Elizabeth, sharing a dessert prepared
by Pani Sue Watson. A lively discussion of Diocesan happenings, as well as
the continuing mission outreach of St. Elizabeth wore the evening out quickly.
Father Rosco celebrated the Divine Liturgy in the new St. Elizabeth Church
on Saturday morning. Assisting him were: Fr. Frederick, Fr. James Blomeley,
formerly a deacon at St. Elizabeth and now Priest/Administrator of St.
Nicholas Mission in Murphy, North Carolina, Fr. Peter Smith of St. Mary of
Egypt Church, Lilburn, GA (OCA), Sub-deacon Philip Floyd and Server
Drew Sparks. The St. Elizabeth Choir, under the direction of Kathy ReymersKilpatrick sang the responses.
The Liturgy got off to a rousing start with the sounding of the new fire alarm
system! It seems that the new kitchen stove, being put into use for the first
time, provided more smoke than the system thought safe. Thank God there
was no fire—only smoke from the new stove being used to prepare the brunch
following the Liturgy.
In his sermon, the Dean commended the people of St. Elizabeth for their determination to fulfill the mission of St. Elizabeth, despite the many obstacles
that seemed to be in the way. But by faith and the grace of God, the beautiful
new church is now here to serve the people of North Georgia – and the mission has only just begun! He urged them to continue to follow the advice of
the Apostle James: “Be Doers, not hearers of the Word.”
At the conclusion of the Liturgy, Fr. Rosco and all the clergy present blessed
the new dome and cross that are to be installed at the peak of the church. He
also blessed an antique hand-made three-barred cross crafted by the uncle of
a St. Elizabeth member. This cross had been placed on the front of the building to identify it as a church during the renovation. It has been preserved for
permanent location on the outside of the building.
A delicious brunch was served in honor of Fr. Dean after Divine Liturgy. St.
Elizabeth member Stephen Page and his family donated all the food, beside
cooking and serving it. After a full twenty-four hours, Fr. Rosco left St. Elizabeth with his blessing, and was able to get an earlier flight back to New Jersey than he had anticipated. All in all it was a visit that was most appreciated
by the priest and membership of St. Elizabeth.

Sebastian Scheiner / AP
A restorer from the Israel Antiquities Authority displays a Byzantine Christian icon box made of bone
with a cross carved on the lid in Jerusalem.

JERUSALEM — A tiny, exquisitely made box found on an excavated street in
Jerusalem is a token of Christian faith from 1,400 years ago, Israeli archaeologists said.
The box was carved from the bone of a cow, horse or camel, and decorated
with a cross on the lid. It measures only 0.8 inches by 0.6 inches (2 centimeter by 1.5 centimeter).
The item was likely carried by a Christian believer around the end of the 6th
century, according to Yana Tchekhanovets of the Israel Antiquities Authority,
one of the directors of the dig where the box was found.
When the lid is removed, the remains of two portraits are still visible in paint
and gold leaf. The figures, a man and a woman, are probably Christian saints
and possibly Jesus and the Virgin Mary.
The box was found in an excavation outside the walls of Jerusalem's Old City
in the remains of a Byzantine-era thoroughfare, she said. Uncovered two years
ago, it was treated by preservation experts and extensively researched before it
was unveiled at a recent archaeological conference.
The box is important in part because it offers the first archaeological evidence
that the use of icons in the Byzantine period was not limited to church ceremonies, she said.
Part of a similar box was found three decades ago in Jordan, but this is the
only well-preserved example to be found so far, she said. Similar icons are still
carried today by some Christian believers, especially from the eastern Orthodox churches.
The relic was found in the City of David excavation, a Jerusalem dig named
for the biblical monarch believed to have ruled a Jewish kingdom from the
site.
The politically sensitive dig is located in what is today the Palestinian neighborhood of Silwan, just outside the Old City walls in east Jerusalem, the section of the holy city captured by Israel in the 1967 Mideast war and claimed
by the Palestinians as their capital.

ENCLOSED IS MY CONTRIBUTION TO THE
DIOCESAN DONORS FUND FOR THE YEAR 2011:
Name: ________________________________
Address: _______________________________
City: ____________ State: _____ Zip: _______
Parish: ________________________________
Please make all checks payable to “2011 Distinguished Diocesan
Donors,” & send to:
Office of the Diocesan Treasurer
Diocesan Administration Building
312 Garfield
Johnstown, PA 15906
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BRIDGEPORT,CT--The parishioners of St. John's had a surprise birthday
party for Father Duranko's 80th birthday. Dozens of people - family, friends
and parishioners - came from all over to wish Fr. John a Happy Birthday and
to thank him for his many years as pastor and spiritual father to the parish. Fr.
John Duranko is the pastor emeritus of St. Johns in Bridgeport.

HOBART, IN--On November 4, John and Anne Springman, both life-long
members and dedicated laborers of Saint Nicholas parish in Hobart, IN, celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary. They were presented with the Fedorovskaya Icon of the Mother of God by their parish priest Fr Sergii Alekseev
and received heartfelt greetings and congratulatory wishes of the entire parish.

JOHNSTOWN, PA--Ann Evanisko celebrated her 94th birthday on December 11, 2011. She was honored during the annual Senior Citizen Christmas
party at the Holiday Inn in Johnstown. Mrs. Evanisko is shown with her
daughter, Pani Connie Miloro, and son-in-law, Protopresbyter Frank Miloro.

BRIDGEPORT, CT--Saint John the Baptist Church held their Annual Apple
Festival in September of 2011. Pictured are all those who helped make it another successful St. John's event. Pastor is Protopresbyter David Cochran.

LAKELAND, FL--St. Nectarios parish celebrated St. Nicholas Day with a
party for the children and adults. The highlight of the party was a visit from POTOMAC, MD--Archon Joesph and Babara Parimucha of Holy ResurrecSt. Nicholas who passed out gifts and candy coins. Fr. Nicholas Wyborski is tion Church in Potomac, MD, recently celebrated their 20th Wedding Anniversary. They are pictured with their Pastor, Fr. Peter Zarynow.
the pastor.

December 25, 2011

THE CHURCH MESSENGER

Page 11

BRIDGEPORT, CT--The Annual St. John's Christmas Fair is the biggest
fund-raiser for Saint John the Baptist Parish. This year was another successful year. Pictured (above) are the kitchen crew and (below) those who worked
the sweet shoppe. Very Rev. Proto. David Cochran is pastor.
JENNERS, PA--Parish children are shown during the annual St. Nicholas Day
celebration at St. Mary's Church in Jenners. It was well attended by young and
mature alike, and children brought canned goods for the Boswell food pantry
as a gift for the less fortunate of the community. Pastor of Saint Mary’s Church
in Fr. Elijah Bremer.

SPRING HILL, FL -- On October 22, 2011, Harold and Diane Orloff, pic- SHARON, PA--In a ceremony on November 13th, Daniel Burns, a parishtured here with their parish priest, Fr. Michael Shuster, gave thanks to God for ioner of St. John's in Sharon, received his Eagle Scout award. For his scouting project, he designed and coordinated a major beautification project at St.
50 years of marriage at Holy Trinity Church in Spring Hill, Florida.
John's Cemetery. He is shown here with Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka,
his mother Dawn Burns, Steven Lukac and parish priest Fr. David Mastroberte.

MORGANTOWN, WV - The parents and children of St. Mary's Orthodox
Church, Morgantown, WV, enjoyed their Annual One Day Retreat. The day
started with a Moleben of Thanksgiving and Stewardship and a short discussion on the masks we sometimes put on which change the image of God in us
and the things we can do to take those masks off and "put on Christ". The
day concluded with a lot of fun, fellowship and candy of the season! Their
Parish priest is Fr. Mathenw Stagon.

SHARON, PA--On November 8th, the priests and parishioners from the Orthodox parishes of the Shenango Valley gathered at St. John's Church in
Sharon to mark the Feast of St. Nectarios of Aegina by singing an Akathist in
his honor. From left to right: Fr. Andrew Gall, Fr. Calinic Berger, Fr. David
Mastroberte, Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka and Fr. Milovan Katanic.
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Festal Greetings from Across the Diocese
PERIODICAL

Christ the Saviour Cathedral
Johnstown, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank Miloro, Pastor
St. Thomas the Apostle Church
Waldorf, MD
Rev. Joseph Edgington, Pastor
Dormition of the Mother of God Church
Bluefield, WV
Rev. Mark Tyson, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
Rahway, NJ
Very Rev, Andrew Fetchina, Pastor
St. Stephen’s Church
Latrobe, PA
Very Rev. Nicholas Ferencz, Pastor
Saints Peter and Paul Church
Rockaway, NJ
Rev. Michael Chendorain, Pastor
Holy Resurrection Church
Potomac, MD
Rev. Peter Zarynow, Pastor
St. Nicholas Church
Monongahela, PA
Very Rev. Edward Pehanich, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
Sharon, PA
Rev. David Mastroberte, Pastor
Holy Ghost Church
Manville, NJ
Rev. Kenneth Ellis, Pastor
St. Mary’s Church
Morgantown, WV
Rev. Matthew Stagon, Pastor
St. Mary’s Church
Corning, NY
Rev. Daniel Mahler, Pastor
St. Michael’s Church
Niles, IL
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Samuel Sherry, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Sr. ACRY, Chapter #41
Hawk Run, PA
Rev. Peter Benyo, Spiritual Advisor
St. John’s Carpathian Club
Hawk Run, PA
Rev. Peter Benyo, Spiritual Advisor
St. Mary’s Church
Yonkers, NY
Rev. John Cmur, Pastor
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Elias Kozar, Pastor
Emeritus
St. Michael’s Church
Freeland, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Lawrence Barriger, Pastor

St. Elizabeth Mission
Woodstock, GA
Rev. Frederick Watson, Pastor
St. Mary’s Church
Cheektowaga, NY
Very Rev. Thomas Kadlec, Pastor
The Presentation of Our Lord Church
Hollywood, FL
Deacon Michael Pirich, Administrator
St. Nicholas Church
Jacobs Creek, PA
Very Rev. Edward Pehanich, Pastor=
St. Nicholas Jr. & Sr. ACRY, Chapter #28
Monongahela and Jacobs Creek, PA
Very Rev. Edward Pehanich, Spiritual Advisor
Holy Myrrhbearers Mission
Norfolk, VA
Rev. Maximus Tatum, Pastor
Saints Peter and Paul Church
Central City, PA
Protodeacon Oleg Aminov, Administrator
Holy Transfiguraton Church
Crawfordsville, IN
Rev. Alexis Miller, Pastor
St. Nicholas Church
Barton, OH
Very Rev. Michael Kabel, Pastor
Saints Peter and Paul Church
Levittown, PA
Very Rev. Theodore Mozes, Pastor
St. Nicholas A.C.R.Y. Chapter #49
Erie, PA
Rev. Donald Valasek, Spiritual Advisor
St. Mary’s Church
Dickson City, PA
Very Rev. Ronald Kovac, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
Ambridge, PA
Very Rev. Robert Prepelka, Pastor
Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Gido, Pastor
Emeritus
St. Michael’s Church
Youngstown, OH
Rev. Andrew Gromm, Pastor
Very Rev. Protopresbyter George Hutnyan, Pastor Emeritus
St. Michael’s Church
Binghamton, NY
Very Rev. Protopresbyter James Dutko, Pastor
Saint Nectarios Church
Lakeland, FL
Rev. Nicholas Wyborski, Pastor
St. Nicholas Church
Hobart, IN
Rev. Sergii Alekseev, Pastor
St. Michael’s Church
McKeesport, PA
Rev. George Patrick, Pastor
Nativity of the Mother of God Church
Jenners, PA
Rev. Elijah Bremer, Pastor
St. Michael’s Church
Clymer, PA
Very Rev. Stephen Kundla, Administrator
St. Nicholas Church
Scranton, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Mark Leasure, Temporary Administrator
St. John the Baptist Church
Hawk Run, PA
Rev. Peter Benyo, Pastor

St. Michael’s Church
Rankin, PA
Very Rev. John Lazarek, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
Broadbridge, Stratford, CT
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Peter Paproski, Pastor
St. Michael’s Church
Saint Clair, PA
Rev. Jeff Zias, Pastor
Cathedral ACRY, Chapter #20
Johnstown, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank Miloro, Spiritual
Advisor
Adzima Funeral Home
Stratford, CT
Wishing you a Blessed Christmas!
St. Nicholas Church
Homestead, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Robert Buczak, Pastor
St. Nicholas Sr. A.C.R.Y. Chapter #11
Homestead, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Robert Buczak, Spiritual Advisor
Dormition of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church
Akron, OH
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Myron Zuder, Pastor
St. Nicholas Church
Warren, OH
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Kenneth Bachofsky,
Pastor
Holy Cross Mission
Columbus, OH
Christ is Born! Clorify Him!
Holy Cross Mission
Columbus, OH
Rev. Kevin Greenwod, Pastor
Holy Cross Mission
Columbus, OH
Rev. Mark Lowery
Holy Cross Mission
ACRY Chapter #85
Columbus, Ohio
Holy Cross Mission
Columbus, OH
Father Paul, Pani Eleanor and Ruth Herbert
St. John the Baptist Church
East Pittsburgh, PA
Very Rev. Jonathan Tobias, Pastor
St. Alexis Church
Lafayette, IN
Rev. Gregory Allard, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
Nesquehoning, PA
Rev. Robert Teklinski, Pastor
St. Mary’s Church
Endicott, NY
Very Rev. Michael Kleban, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
Bridgeport, CT
Very Rev. Protopresbyter David Cochran, Pastor
Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Duranko, Pastor
Emeritus
St. Nicholas of Myra Church
New York, NY
Rev. Joseph Gingrich, Pastor
Christ the Saviour Church
N. Royalton, OH
Very Rev. Protopresbyter David Smoley, Pastor
St. John’s Altar Society
Hawk Run, PA
Rev. Peter Benyo, Spiritual Advisor
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