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Ecumenical Patriarch Marks
20th Anniversary of Enthronement
CONSTANTINOPLE, TURKEY – The weekend of October 21-23 was a
memorable one in the ancient capital city of the Byzantine Empire as His AllHoliness, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew marked the 20th Anniversary of
his enthronement as the “first among equals” in the Orthodox Church. The
weekend celebration was attended by prominent church and civic leaders from
all over the world. An American delegation headed by Archons of the Order
of St. Andrew included Protopresbyter Michael Rosco, Diocesan Vice-Chancellor and Pani Susan Rosco, the official representatives of the American
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese. While in Constantinople, Father Rosco
had the privilege of having an audience with the Ecumenical Patriarch, giving
him the opportunity to extend the best wishes and prayers of our Diocesan
clergy and faithful and to present gifts to him as His All-Holiness marked this
important milestone in his Archpastoral ministry. The American delegation
also was able to tour the famous Cathedral (now a museum) of Hagia Sophia,
which served as the Cathedral of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople for over 1,000 years. They also visited the Baloukli Monastery, which
is built over the Sacred Spring of the Life-giving Fount, whose discovery is
commemorated annually on Bright Friday. On the grounds of the monastery
are several graves of former Patriarchs. Among those buried there is His AllHoliness, Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, who offered great assistance to
the canonical establishment of our Diocese when he served as Archbishop of
North and South America. A panachida was celebrated at his grave by Father
Rosco and Father Nicholas Triantfilou, President of Holy Cross School of Theology in Brookline, Massachusetts.

Celebratory Banquet

O

n Friday, October 21, nearly 500 people gathered at the Four Seasons
Bosphorus Hotel in Constantinople for a gala 20th Anniversary Banquet in honor of the Ecumenical Patriarch, which was hosted by His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios of America and Locum Tenens of our Diocese,
and the US Archons. Numbered among the dignitaries in attendance were:
Patriarch Irinej of Serbia, Patriarch Ilia II of Georgia, Archbishop Anastasios
of Albania, US Ambassador to Turkey Francis Ricciardone, Istanbul Mayor
Kadir Topbas and hierarchs of the Ecumenical Throne from Europe and the
United States. Master of Ceremonies for the Banquet Program was Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis, who noted that Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew is
only one of 9 Ecumenical Patriarchs in the 1,700 year history of the Church
of Constantinople to have served for 20 years. “What Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew has achieved by the Grace of God in the last two decades under
the most difficult circumstances is nothing short of extraordinary,” he stated.
Dr. Limberakis reviewed his accomplishments from a global perspective, as
well as from an ecumenical, inter-Orthodox, ecological and social perspective,
pointing out that, indeed, His All-Holiness has had a profound impact on the
entire world during his 20-year spiritual reign.
In his own remarks, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew chose to quote the late
Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, who commented on his 20th Anniversary:
“20 years in this ministry are neither man, nor few. They are few before eternity, but they are many when on conscientiously labors to achieve something.”
He continued by stating: In looking back at the two decades of our Patriarchal
ministry, we behold days of joy, but also days of sorrow; days of light, but also
days of darkness; days of glory but also days of bitterness; days of excitement
-cont’d on page 3
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A Wisconsin Highway Becomes
“The Road to Jericho”

M

ost of the “Good Samaritan”
stories we have heard in recent
years have not exactly had the same
happy ending that Christ’s famous
parable had. We have all heard stories
where “Good Samaritans” have
stopped to help seemingly distressed
motorists, only to find themselves put
in harm’s way by unsavory characters
preying upon the kindness and goodness of others. Some have found
themselves with a lawsuit on their
hands after trying to be of assistance
to people in trouble. It is no wonder
that we might be reluctant to become
involved in dealing with the misfortune of others. It may not be worth
the risk.
The following “Good Samaritan” tale,
however, is one that just might restore
our faith in humanity, as well as cause
us to realize that God, indeed,
watches over His children. It seems
that Sara Berg and her cousin, Lisa
Meier were heading home on a Saturday night recently on Interstate 94 in
Wisconsin, when they suddenly real-

ized they had a flat tire. Sara. Who
was driving, was able to maneuver her
car off the busy road. Since neither
woman knew how to change a flat
tire, panic and fright immediately
started to overcome both of them. As
they were considering their options, a
pickup truck stopped behind them,
and a man got out and approached
their car. Sara and Lisa would later
admit that for an instant, their lives
flashed before them as they initially
feared the worst. Would they be
robbed? Would they be kidnapped?
They were relieved—and grateful—
that Victor Giesbrecht had only
stopped to help them, not harm
them. In no time, Victor was able to
change the tire for the two women. As
they shook hands and parted, Victor
brushed off their expressions of
thanks and told Sara and Lisa: “Someone up above just put me in the right
place at the right time.” With these
words, Victor and his wife left the
scene and continued down the highway. Seconds later, Sara and Lisa got
-cont’d on page 8
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It’s Not What We Do, But What We
Don’t Do That Really Matters!

P

erhaps the most important document written in American history
was the Declaration of Independence,
written in 1776 when our nation was
trying to break away from British
rule. There is one important phrase in
it that we have all heard—the Declaration of Independence tells us that
“all men are created equal”. In 1892,
Baptist minister Francis Bellamy
would put forth a similar ideal in the
“Pledge of Allegiance” when he declared that in our nation, there is “liberty and justice for all.” All men are
created equal…liberty and justice for
all. These are very noble concepts—
noble, but not entirely accurate. We
live in the greatest country in the
world, but there is still plenty of inequality and plenty of injustice that
exists. It is often difficult to comprehend the unfairness of life. Why do
some people have so much and others have so little? Why do terrible
things happen to good people while
those we perceive as evil and wicked
seemingly live wonderful lives? Why
does God turn His back and close His
eyes to all that seems unfair? The only
answer we can give is that if we believe in another life after this one,
surely things will balance out then. As
proof of this, we might look at the
Parable of the Rich Fool and Lazarus.
Christ introduces a certain Rich Man
to us. Our Lord points out that he is
dressed in purple—which meant he
was very rich! Purple was known as
the color of royalty, and purple fabric
was the most expensive in the world
because the dye was so rare. Then
there is Lazarus. He is poor…he is
ill…he is homeless…and he is totally
ignored by the Rich Man. He waited
for “crumbs from the Rich Man’s
table.” Dogs licked his sores. We
might find some comfort in that
today, but in Christ’s time—and even
in the Middle East today—dogs were
not pets. They roamed the streets
wildly, hungrily searching for food,
and their licking was anything but
pleasant. It just doesn’t seem fair, does
it, that two people should live such
opposite lives.
Both men die, and we see a total reversal in the world to come from what
existed in this lifetime. Lazarus is
basking in the glory of the Kingdom
of Heaven. The Rich Man is burning

in Hell. We know the names of the
rich and famous today, don’t we? The
Donald Trump’s…the William
Gates’…the Warren Buffet’s of the
world. We know the giants in the entertainment field and the top athletes
in the world. We know their names
like we know our own. Yet the Rich
Man is NOT given a name in today’s
parable. But Christ gives the poor
beggar a name—Lazarus. Fittingly,
“Lazarus” means ‘HE WHO GOD
HELPS.” In today’s society, people
like Lazarus are nameless. They are
simply the poor…the homeless…the
welfare cases…they are the neighbors
we never take the time to get to know.
For generations in the South, slaves
had no last names. In potter’s fields
where the poor and indigent of society are buried, there are usually rules
stating there can be no markers on
their graves…no names, they are only
a number in the cemetery records.
Why did the Rich Man suffered such
a terrible fate? Was he condemned because he was wealthy? Absolutely not!
The irony of this story is that Lazarus
is shown to be with Abraham, one of
the wealthiest men of his time. The
Rich Man was sent to hell, not for his
“badness” but rather because of his
lack of goodness. He wasn’t condemned for anything he did, but
rather for the things he didn’t do! He
didn’t mistreat Lazarus. He didn’t
scream at him or ridicule him. He
didn’t call the authorities and have
him removed from his property. But
he didn’t do anything to help his poor
neighbor. He simply walked right by
him day after day after day.
The Lord said: “The poor you have
with you always.” None of us has the
means of wiping out poverty. But we
all can do something, even if that
“something” is simply showing compassion, mercy, understanding and
love to those in need.
“Lazarus” is out there for all of us.
The underprivileged…the unwanted…the unemployed…the afflicted…the shut-in… the lonely…
the unloved…they are all out there
waiting for us. Don’t pass them
by…they are there to help us reach
the kingdom of God. Don’t pass them
by! You just may be walking away
from eternal life in heaven if you do.
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-20th Anniversary, cont’d from page 1

and optimism, but also days of anxiety and disappointment. With the grace
of God, we neither lost our footing as a result of pride, nor were we crushed
by the pressure, but endeavored, as much as humanly possible, to be servants
of God, commending ourselves to him in every way.” His All-Holiness concluded with these words: “In many ways, these last two decades reflect the
story of the Mother Church of Constantinople through the centuries.

Liturgical Celebration

T

he ancient and venerable Cathedral of St. George the Trophy-Bearer at the
Ecumenical Patriarchate was the site of the Divine Liturgy marking the
Ecumenical Patriarch’s 20th Anniversary of Enthronement. The cathedral—
where our late Metropolitan Orestes was consecrated over 70 years ago—was
filled to overflowing for this historic liturgical celebration. Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew presided at the Divine Liturgy. At the Liturgy’s conclusion,
congratulatory remarks were offered by Patriarchs Irinej of Serbia and Ilia II
of Georgia, as well as by Archbishop Justinian, who represented the Moscow
Patriarchate at the anniversary celebration. Following this, the worshippers
were afforded the opportunity to come forward and receive the personal bless- Protopresbyter Michael Rosco receives a blessing from the Ecumenical Patriing of the Jubilarian. Later that evening, a 20th Anniversary Reception for His arch.
All-Holiness was hosted by the Orthodox Christian Community of Constantinople.

The Ecumenical Patriarch concelebrates with Patriarch Irinej of Serbia.

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew addresses the guests and dignitaries at his
20th Anniversary Banquet.

His All Holiness cuts a special Anniversary Cake.

The Cathedral of St. George the Trophy-Bearer was filled to capacity for the
Ecumenical Patriarch’s 20th Anniversary Liturgy.

A handcrafted American Chelsea clock is presented to His All-Holiness by
Archbishop Demetrios at his 20th Anniversary Banquet.
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THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH:
One Who Serves
(Wichita, KS – 18 October 2011) The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of North and Central America has created a legal entity with the filing of
its Articles of Incorporation in Washington, D.C. This action follows the second annual meeting of the Assembly of Bishops held May 25-27 in Chicago,
Illinois. For details of that meeting, see http://assemblyofbishops.org/news/releases/2011-meeting.
The Assembly has been hailed as a major development for the canonical administrative unity of all Orthodox Christian jurisdictions, which together represent over three million church members.
The Assembly of Bishops is a council of all active, canonical Orthodox bishops whose purpose is to preserve and contribute to the unity of the Orthodox
Church by helping to further Her spiritual, theological, ecclesiological, canonical, educational, missionary and philanthropic aims. To accomplish this, the
Assembly has as its goals: the promotion and accomplishment of Church
unity; the strengthening of the common pastoral ministry to all the Orthodox
Christian faithful; and a common witness by the Church to all those outside
Her. In addition, the Assembly has as an express goal the plan for the organization of the Church in North and Central America in accordance with the ecclesiological and the canonical tradition of the Orthodox Church.
The Assembly hopes to deepen the ties of brotherhood among the bishops,
give them a common and united voice, and create a greater unity of action
among all the Orthodox faithful, thereby strengthening the Church’s witness
to Her faith in Jesus Christ.
The Assembly of Bishops is one of twelve bishops’ assemblies which have been
established in different geographical regions throughout the world. It was established in accordance with the decision of the Fourth Pre-Conciliar PanOrthodox Conference, convened in Chambésy, Switzerland in June of 2009,
attended by representatives from all the universally-recognized autocephalous
Orthodox Churches.
The Assembly is a transitional body. If it achieves its goal, it will make itself
obsolete by developing a proposal for the canonical organization of the Church
in North and Central America. This proposal will in turn be presented to the
forthcoming Great and Holy Council, which will consist of all canonical Orthodox bishops throughout the world. Should this proposal be accepted, it is
expected that the Assembly of Bishops would then come to an end and be
succeeded by a canonically regularized Church in North and Central America.
The Assembly, which meets annually, functions by a consensus of all its members. It has established a number of committees to help further its work. These
committees are charged by the Assembly with specific tasks; they are made up
of member bishops, and are assisted by over 100 lay and clergy advisors. The
Assembly has assumed oversight of all the agencies, dialogues, and other ministries of the former Standing Conference of the Canonical Orthodox Bishops
in the Americas (SCOBA).
In the ensuing months, the thirteen committees of the Assembly of Bishops
will be working in earnest. The chairmen of the committees will be calling
upon the many priests, deacons, monks, nuns, laymen and laywomen who
have been recommended to them as expert consultants so that they may join
together with the bishops who are members of the committees in accomplishing the many important responsibilities and tasks assigned to them.
For more information about the Assembly of Bishops and its thirteen committees, please see the website, http://www.assemblyofbishops.org.

To the members of the American
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese,
We the faithful of Saint John the Baptist Church in Rahway offer our gratitude and thanksgiving for the characteristic expression of love you have
showed to us in your generous response to the flooding we experienced
during Hurricane Irene on August 28, 2011. Your donations and prayers
have made it possible for us rebuild our facility and continue our ministry
in Rahway. May the Lord bless you and grant you many happy years.
with love in Christ
Very Rev. Andrew Fetchina
Pastor
David Lee
Committee President

But I am among you as one who serves.
(Luke 22:27)

D

uring the Last Supper, on the occasion of a dispute among His disciples,
the Lord made the following significant statement: But I am among you
as one who serves (Luke 22:27). The Lord had made previously the same statement, the focal point of which was the concept of serving, when He declared
that the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve (Matthew 20:28 and
Mark 10:45).
With these most important statements, the Lord Jesus Christ established the
concept of serving as the fundamental and leading concept of His incarnation
and work on earth and as the eternal and ultimate criterion of the true and authentic mission of the workers of the Gospel at any time and in any place on
Earth.
Our Most Holy Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew has been as a human
being and a clergyman, but more specifically as Patriarch during his twenty
years of amazingly fruitful tenure, the serving Patriarch. He is a par excellence
imitator of our serving God Jesus Christ, serving among us incessantly day
and night.
Our Most Holy and Beloved Patriarch is the one who serves through his intense, eloquent and continuous offering of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in every
part of the Earth, and, essentially, to all mankind.
This is an extremely difficult work but he does it regardless of the sacrifices
which such a work requires.
He is the one who serves with his incessant labor and toil for unity, cooperation and common witness of faith among the Orthodox Churches throughout the world. By being the serving Patriarch, he managed to bring together
the Heads of the Autocephalous Orthodox Churches for appropriate pan-Orthodox action.
He is the one who serves with his extremely diligent and systematic work for
the protection of the injured natural environment and the curbing and reversal of the ecological destruction. Specialists in the field speak about the Patriarch as the number one person in the activities related to ecology.
He is the one who serves with his sleepless and affectionate pastoral care for
his immediate and his wider congregations, for specific individuals facing afflictions and ordeals, but also for the wider masses of people in need of immediate help.
He is the one who serves in his superb work in defense of human rights and
in promotion of religious freedom for any person or religious entity.
We wholeheartedly and incessantly pray that the years which will follow be
years of lengthy and glorious continuation of the creative and dynamic work
of our serving Ecumenical Patriarch, years leading him from one degree of
glory to another (2 Cor. 3:18) in imitation of the serving God, the crucified
and risen Lord Jesus Christ.
† Archbishop DEMETRIOS of America

Volume 6

November 27, 2011

Number 5

Three Archbishops Con-Celebrate Divine Liturgy at Boy Scout Jamboree

A

a background of cedar trees
thousand Boy Scouts
brought for the occasion.
of the Eastern Orthodox faith augmented
Throughout the service, a
by hundreds of faithful comcolor guard from Troop 302
municants from nearby cities
of St. Demetrius’ Church of
stood reverently Sunday on a
Philadelphia stood throughValley Forge hillside as the Diout the celebration.
vine of St. John Chrysostom
In a sermon Archbishop
was celebrated. It was the one
Michael stressed the religious
Orthodox service for boys and
aspects of Scouting and what
Scouters at the Fourth Nathey meant to the church.
tional Jamboree and was celeHe mentioned the jamboree
brated by His Eminence
motto, “Onward for God and
Archbishop Michael of New
Country” and urged the Boy
York, primate of the Greek OrScouts to strive to attain the
thodox Church in America.
Orthodox Religious award
He is a president of the World
Council and a vice president of Among the hierarchs celebrating the Divine Liturgy during the known as “Alpha and
the National Council of Fourth National Boy Scout Jamboree was His Eminence, Metropol- Omega” and urged the adults
to help pastors establish Boy
itan Orestes, of thrice blessed memory.
Churches.
Scout troops and Cub packs
Two other archbishops were co-celebrants in the solemn and beauti- in all parishes throughout the country. The Alpha and Omega Award
ful Byzantine Divine Liturgy and 10 priests from the Philadelphia and was accentuated by blue and white floral displays on both sides of the
Reading areas and others identified with Scouting assisted. The co-cel- altar.
ebrants were Archbishops Dimitri of the Russian Orthodox Greek
Catholic Church of North America; and Archbishop Orestes of the The three archbishops, at the close of the service, bestowed their episcopal blessings on the communicants. Icons of Jesus Christ and the
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Church .
Blessed Mother were distributed to all who at tended.
The hierarchs, resplendent in their gold vestments and crowns and
flowing beards reminded the congregation of the patriarchs of the Old Rev. Fr. George X. Gallas of Albany, New York, national chairman of
Testament as they offered the sacrifice of peace. Four choirs of the local the Eastern Orthodox committee on Scouting, and Rev. Fr. John
area assisted in the celebration, singing the responses in several lan- Nehrebecki of Garfield, New Jersey, both serving as Orthodox chapguages. St. Michael’s Russian acapella choir sang in Church Slavonic lains at the Jamboree, were among those who assisted in the service.
and English, and the combined choirs of St. Demetrius, St. George’s Others serving were the V. Rev. Vladimir Shymansky, Reverends
and the Church of the Annunciation of Philadelphia chanted the Joseph Kreta, Stephen Shutak, Alexander Fedoronko, and Elias Kozar.
Greek responses.
A huge floral display blanketed the platform on which an altar was
(RUSSIAN ORTHODOX JOURNAL September 1957)
erected. A 14-foot floral decorated cross towered over the altar against
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Editor’s
Corner
Father Michael Chendorain

The “Art” of Thanksgiving

A

local family magazine recently ran a cover story on “teaching the kids
the art of thankfulness.” Now, one should always suspect something
when another claims they have mastered the “art” of anything. Why is
there an “art” to giving thanks? Is thanksgiving supposed to be something
you master (as if we could ever do that), check it off your list and move on
to the next life skill with whimsical amusement? Or is giving thanks something that is an essential part of our Orthodox Christian lifestyle that is
(read, should be) inextricably linked to our being and practiced or exhibited each and every day that we rise?
The magazine segment featured a month-long, daily ‘calendarization’ (if I
may invent a word) of giving thanks for the month of November. The
reason should be obvious. It provided small, meaningful ways parents
could instruct children and demonstrate to them this practice. Always
positive and always sunny in her assessment, the psychologist keeps the
piece focused on the creation, not the Creator, as we should expect. Scientific research shows that people who practice gratitude and thanksgiving
feel greater joy and connectedness, cope better with stress and experience
less illness and depression. Anecdotal experience teaches us that a thankful heart and joyful soul are open to even greater blessings from God where,
“Eye has not seen nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the
things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” (1COR 2:9)
The pages of the Old Testament are overflowing with examples of thanksgiving. Perhaps most familiar and abundant are the admonitions and
friendly reminders in the verses of the Psalms. We can turn to the Books
of Jonah, Chronicles and Daniel (among others) to glean a truer sense of
what it means to give thanks. We read of great tragedies that befell the Israelites in the Biblical history, but we then see an even greater gratitude
for their deliverance and triumphs. We are witness to the scourges and
pain inflicted against the Righteous Job and we are awe-inspired by his
faithfulness and continual thanks to God for all things.
Within the New Testament we also see the many instances in which Christ
gave thanks. Early in the Gospel of St. Mark, when Jesus feeds the five
thousand, “...when He had taken the five loaves and the two fish, He
looked up to heaven, blessed (gave thanks) and broke the loaves and gave
them...” (6:41). The gospels record many such instances where Christ
showed us the way by first offering thanks and recognition to He Who
provides the gift.
When focusing on gifts given to us by God in the form of His Son we need
turn no further then the Holy Eucharist. It is the oldest experience of
Christian worship and the most distinctive. We can trace the Eucharistic
origin to the Last Supper where Christ instructed His disciples to offer
bread and wine in His memory. (MT 26:26-29) So central is this moment
in the life of Christ that we focus on its institution during the Liturgy held
on Great and Holy Thursday before Pascha. Eucharist is derived from the
Greek word which means thanksgiving. In a particular sense, the word
describes the most important form of the Church’s attitude towards all of
life. To partake of the Precious Body and Blood of our Lord at least once
a week is an opportunity for us to show our gratitude for His sacrifice. It
is an opportunity that we should not pass up.
We give thanks for the simple fact that it is our response to the love of God
towards us. Counting (and recounting) our myriad of blessings has benefits. When we give thanks and practice a grateful attitude, we react to
life’s trials and tribulations with joy rather than despair. We savor positive
experiences, making them richer and more fulfilling. A contrite and thankful spirit prevents us from overlooking everyday blessings, like a hug from
our parents, a roof over our head or food on our table.
So, is there an “art” to giving thanks or is it something that we should already be? Ask yourself in this season of giving, “have I given thanks to the
Lord with my whole heart, my whole soul and my whole body or have I
taken for granted the blessings He has bestowed upon me?” Many will remember to say grace over the coming holydays and holidays. Many will
even list things that they are grateful for. But we must also remember
WHO we are thankful to. Don't just say you are "grateful for"; say you are
"grateful to God for".
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Scouts...
AH-TEN-TION!
ARRIVING THIS
MONTH

Y

our 2012 Orthodox Scouting Medals Packet will be arriving in your
church’s mailbox this month. In the packet is all the information necessary for parish community to become involved in acknowledging
their scouts’ achievements within the Orthodox Church and the National
Scouting Organizations. During the month of February, Scouting in America celebrates its anniversary by promoting a Scouting Sunday. If celebrated
in a parish, it is customary to have the Scouts wear their uniforms to church,
a special participation badge can be presented and if they have earned a medal
through the Orthodox Church, a presentation is often made. The Scouting
program in the Orthodox Church is administered through the Eastern Orthodox Commission on Scouting, www.eocs.org, an official commission of
the Orthodox Church. The EOCS offers scholarships and produces education
materials for all the various types of Scouts as well as the special Scouting Sunday badges and merit awards such as: the Saint George, Chi-Ro and AlphaOmega, each geared to a specific age group. We hope our Scouts and parents
will take full advantage of the opportunities offered in Scouting through the
Orthodox Church. Take a few moments to look over the material sent to your
parish and see how easy it is to incorporate Scouting into your parish life. For
additional material and medals, you may contact EOCS directly. To obtain a
medal for a particular discipline, a Scout must complete the appointed work,
demonstrate his or her competence to their parish priest and scout leader before ordering the award. For more information on Scouting and the Orthodox Church, you can contact our Diocesan Apostolate for Youth’s Scouting
coordinator, Reverend Peter Zarnow at 301-299-5120 or mail at Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church, 10201 Democracy Blvd., Potomac, MD 20854.

Alexander Zarynow, son of Fr. Peter & Pani Bernadette Zarynow, received his
Alpha-Omega Award at Holy Resurrection Church in Potomac. Alex is a Star
Scout and Assistant Patrol Leader in BSA Troop 773, Potomac, MD.

We want you!
to help us fill Daylight
Do you have a story to share about your Faith experience? Want to
share a thought or reflection where your faith was tested? Parents, do
you have ideas to share with other parents about the trials of raising up
Orthodox children in today's society? Then we want to hear from you!
Please send us your words and let us share them with everyone. No
item is too small and no experience is unworthy! Submit your ideas to
Fr. Michael Chendorain at fathermikec@verizon.net
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It’s OK to fail

Theology

W

Science
Father Matthew Stagon

F

rom the time most of us are very little children, most likely infants, we have been brought to Church week in
and week out, rain or shine, snow or hail, we march up the stairs of our church, kiss the icons, light our candles, find our way to the pew and say our prayers. This is the way we are trained in our Christian faith. You
could almost call it the “Orthodox Christian Method” with the final goal being that of sainthood and the heavenly
kingdom! We start attending Sunday School too, sometimes before we are even able to walk. We begin to learn many
things about Christ and His Holy Church, mostly from pictures and listening to the colorful Bible stories. There is
no greater way to learn than to sit, listen and see.
But then, something happens. We get to a certain age, hop on a bus and go somewhere different, and we do this five
days a week, much more often than most of us go to Church. And for the next 12, 16, 19 or more years for some
people, the schooling continues. Five days a week in school and one day a week in Church. It begins to seem like a
lot of the things we learn in school are very different from the things we learn on Sundays, especially when it comes
to science and the explanation of the history of the world.
This is where we switch directions because the two do not have to be in a constant battle. Science and faith can work
together. If we really sit back and think about it, there are probably many more times they go hand-in-hand than get
into fisticuffs. Let’s start by doing something we have at least done once in school--open the dictionary. In the Oxford English Dictionary “theology” is defined as “the study of the nature of God and religious belief.” In short, theology is the study of God; just as biology is the study of life and psychology is the study of the mind. They are all studies
of a specific topic, though theology is the study of the Creator, while the others study the created.
The manners and methods of study are one and the same in both spheres, as both rely on fundamental truths and the
deductions which can be drawn from them. Theology derives its fundamental truths from Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition while the natural sciences have arrived at their understanding through the observation of nature, the
study of the life of peoples and human creativity (again the study of the Creator and the study of the created). This
is where, in most cases, Monday through Friday school closes the door on Sunday school, but it does not need to be
that way because theology would never deny the natural sciences, unless they are proven false by God. This is because
there are many countless examples of the natural sciences proving theological facts, which up to that point had only
been defined through Tradition and Holy Scripture--in other words, by faith. On many occasions this finding shocks
or surprises scientists, professors and teachers, though it should not!
This is because our study of science does not need to make us forget about our Christian faith because, according to
many of the Church fathers and the Bible, they are meant to work together. In the Old Testament book, the Wisdom
of Sirach, it is shared that God “Gave men skills, so that He might be glorified in His wondrous works.” Many of our
Church Fathers, namely St. Basil the Great and St. Gregory Palamas, had a great grasp on the sciences of their own
time. St. Catherine the great mathematician and martyr of the third century is one young saint whose feast we celebrate on November 25 (new calendar). We sing in the tropar of the feast: “The Martyr since childhood has received
wisdom from God and has also learned very well every wisdom of the world.” She used her brains to outwit and convert many of the smartest men of her time, who had been sent by the emperor to debate with her on matters of faith
and shame her. As Orthodox Christians we are given this same option to attain the wisdom of the world and use it
for the glory of God.
It is only when religion and science begin to use the same instruments of measure—those being intelligence and
logic—that they run into conflict. This is because at a certain point one’s logic will fail them in their understanding—
because of our own accord there are things that are impossible—but with God all things are possible. Ultimately, St.
Catherine and many of the saints after and before her time learned that sainthood is not an obstacle for scientific
knowledge and understanding. St. Basil the Great presumes that not everything is to be found in Holy Scripture saying: “It has withheld many things, thus exercising our mind towards in-depth research, by providing few things as the
cause for pondering.” In the Harry Potter series, Dumbledore did not give Harry an exact checklist of things he
needed to do to defeat Voldemort. He supplied him with what he supposed would cause him to question and study
and find a way to defeat him. Thus, science provides us with answers to how, and theology provides us with answers
to the Who and why.
Theology and science are not so different, but they are also not the same. In the next few issues we will look into a few
more examples of science proving the things we believe. In closing, one American astronomer has said that true theology must be patient. His reasoning follows that science is like a mountaineer and as it climbs to the top of the
mountain, it attempts to discover and understand every last detail of the climb and once it reaches the top theology
is already sitting and waiting for it at the top of the mountain. This is true of our personal life in Christ as well, we
must wait and pray patiently awaiting God to answer our prayers and reveal His great wonders. There is no greater
way to learn than to sit, listen and see. In time God will reveal all things to us.

e live in a culture in which
high achievement is prized
above all things. Celebrity culture
canonises the saints of “can do” leaving most of the rest of us feeling
pretty miserable that we are not as
rich, as famous, as high achieving as
these public icons. A certain
amount of “moral failure” can be
tolerated in most. What is certainly
not recognized is the positive aspect
of failure, and, indeed, its universality.
First, let’s tackle universality. For
every 1 winner there are 99 losers.
As they say “it matters rather how
one plays the game.” Next, none of
us is perfect. We need to cut each
other a little slack; we need to practice mercy. It’s OK to fail means it’s
OK to try even if you don’t succeed.
How many times did you, for example, not answer a question at
school, even if you thought you
might be right, simply because you
didn’t want to be seen to fail? Maybe
the teachers or your parents put too
much emphasis on getting it right
rather than having a go. How many
people have been disabled by this
fear? I dread to think!
Next, the positive aspect of failure.
Failure is necessary as part of the
learning process. Success at all costs
leads to despair, ignorance and a
lack of endurance. “If at first you
don’t succeed …. give up!” No, this
is not the way. Embrace failure and
learn how to improve next time
round. Success is truly built on failure.
Applying this to Christianity we
come up with some interesting conclusions. When failure seems to
have the last word, success is actually just round the corner. The
supreme example of this of course is
the crucifixion of our Lord. By all
accounts this was a failure by the
promised Messiah. Yet in the teeth
of defeat, even death itself, God
works the victory of his death destroying life. It wasn’t what the disciples expected. Their grief shows
that. They should have known better though because the Scriptures
prophesied that the Christ would
suffer, (Isaiah 52:13-53:12). God
himself had to submit to a criminal’s
death in order to deal with human
criminality, the criminality of our
sin. He died that we might live.
This is the ultimate parable of failure, the paradox of strength through
weakness.
So let’s us say with confidence “Failure is OK!” We might then begin to
live again without that paralyzing
fear of failure and REALLY achieve
something!
Fr. Gregory Hallam
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Hunger Strike
in Bridgeport, Connecticut

T

here is no “feast” that seems more “American” than Thanksgiving.
Many of us Orthodox also recognize this holiday in some sort of way.
Usually we say that it is a day in which “they” remember that the Pilgrims
landed in this country. Of course, the “they” that we use in such a sentence
refers to any of the non-Orthodox Americans that we live with.
And yet, this is real chance for us – it may be one of the few “American” things
that we can truly make Orthodox. We will never be able to totally interpret the
secular things of America in an Orthodox way – such as hot dogs and beer, or
Rock and Roll Masses. But here on Thanksgiving Day is exactly where it
should be done. This is so because if you think about and are especially aware
of the words and feeling of our Divine Liturgy, there is nothing more Orthodox than giving thanks or “thanksgiving.”
It is, therefore, on Thanksgiving Day that we have a chance to help America
look deeper into itself – by looking at this “typical” American holiday of
Thanksgiving from an Orthodox point of view. We know that to be Orthodox, if we really know about Orthodoxy, implies that “deeper look.” But what
is meant by looking deeper?
To begin with, if we as Americans, both Orthodox and non-Orthodox, fail to
see the greater lesson of what “Thanksgiving” means, if it is just the remembering of an historical event, it will remain only a memory and not something
that we call a Holiday, or better yet, a Holy Day. This is so because just the
memory is not enough. Memory may be helpful, but it does not guarantee
holiness. Why do we say Holy Day? When we answer this question, we will
have taken that “deeper look.”
Surely those that landed in America understood why the day was “holy.” They
were not only celebrating their historic landing as holy, as we do today in this
shallow way; they looked deeper and when they did, they gave thanks together
in a real communion with each other and with God for all the bountiful gifts
with which they were blessed. Perhaps they understood, even better than we
do, what it means when we sing in our Liturgy:
“for the abundance of the fruits of the earth and for peaceful times....” That’s
it! That’s the deeper look; men standing together before God in thankfulness.
Men bound by common problems. Men bound by common goals.
Orthodoxy, therefore, has the great opportunity to be able to dissect the word
“Thanksgiving,” to show this fullness. In fact, we are constantly showing what
it really means at every Liturgy, for it is here that thanksgiving is not only a
memory, not only a day; it is a “state” or a “position” that we are in. What is
that “state” which is holy? It is a standing together – no, it begins earlier – it
begins with the procession of each of us from the bed of our homes to the
place where we will stand, to be together, even as those pilgrims were, to give
thanks. The height of this thanksgiving is when we offer up the gifts of bread
and wine – “Thine own of Thine own, we offer unto thee, in behalf of all and
for all” – while we are offered life in return from God.
Can we take America back to that original meaning, to that deeper look? The
pilgrims had it, but we have preserved it! Perhaps now we can say “we” instead
of “they” to show that Thanksgiving is not only for non-Orthodox. Certainly,
it is at the Divine Liturgy where “we” should begin this Day of Thanksgiving.
Is there less that we can do? What’s so Orthodox about Thanksgiving? Orthodoxy?
Fr. Joseph Allen

One of the ways Orthodox youth are becoming involved in missions is through Hunger Strike. At
St. John the Baptist Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Church in Bridgeport, Connecticut, youth fasted
and prayed together to raise support and awareness for Orthodox mission efforts in Tanzania.

M

ission ministry is a vital part of the work of the Church. Our mission work has spilled over into most aspects of our parish life. It is
a vital part of our Sunday School and Youth group curriculum as
well as the Church in general. As a community, we have become more aware
of the need that surrounds us, locally and abroad. I must say that the community of St. John’s is a generous one that has never failed to rise to the occasion when help has been asked. Whether it was a donation to the work of the
OCMC or our own monthly food bank and our Christmas time giving tree,
the faithful of St. John’s, young and old, have put those words of St. Matthew
into practice, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”
I would like to reflect on how the OCMC “Hunger Strike” affected our parish.
One of the unique aspects of the Hunger Strike was a card that each participant received at the beginning of the day. This card had a picture, name and
information of a child in Tanzania in need. It was a powerful way to make
what we were doing real for the kids. As we went through the day, we referred
back to the cards and the information on how hard their lives were. Near the
end of the day, there was an activity that had the participants draw pictures of
themselves and list good and bad things about their life and then compare
them to what was on their child’s card. Not only did it really sink in to the kids
how important mission work was (this was the most quiet time of the hunger
strike) but it was amazing how many parishioners commented on the drawings as we had them hanging in the church hall. This simple activity made the
whole day real for the kids and also brought home the true message of mission
work to the whole parish. It is my hope and prayer that God will continue to
inspire the members of our community to keep working in the mission ministry and that we will grow in our efforts.
Protopresbyter David Cochran

Through activities and prayerful reflection, the youth of St. John the Baptist in Bridgeport, Connecticut, came to appreciate how different their lives are from those in Tanzania, but also that they
share a common bond in Jesus Christ through the Orthodox Church.
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St. Nicholas Celebrates its 75th year
of Founding
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Saint Elizabeth Orthodox Mission

Newly-renovated Saint Elizabeth Mission, Woostock, Georga.

WOODSTOCK, GEORGIA--St. Elizabeth, a Mission of the American
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese for the past fourteen years in Woodstock, Georgia, began worshiping in its new church. On Sunday, September
HOMESTEAD, PA--On Sunday November 6, 2011, St. Nicholas Orthodox 4, celebrating the feast day of the Patroness of the Parish, St. Elizabeth, Mother
Church in Homestead celebrated its 75th Anniversary of Founding with a Di- of the St. John the Forerunner, the faithful joined Fr. Fredeick Watson, Priest/
vine Liturgy celebrated by the Dean of the Pittsburgh Deanery and Son of the
Administrator at St. Elizabeth, to serve Divine Liturgy in the church’s new loParish the Very Reverend Robert J. Prepelka. Con-celebrating the Divine
cation.
Liturgy were The Very Reverend Protopresbyter John Gido, Past-Pastors: The
Very Reverend Protopresbyter Paul Herbert and The Very Reverend Dr. Ed- In 2010, the Mission purchased a nine acre property on which was a home
ward Pehanich, along with the pastor of St. Nicholas, The Very Reverend Pro- (which has become the priest’s residence) and a 9000 square foot building that
topresbyter Robert Buczak, and the parish Deacon Artemius Stienstra. Before included a 2400 square foot garage/warehouse. The garage/warehouse has been
the Divine Liturgy began, the Fr. Robert Prepelka blessed a beautifully hand- re-designed into the church proper. The remainder of the building will be an
written Icon of St. Nicholas which was personally delivered to the donors, the educational and social center, with the second floor the future priest residence.
Antalovich Family, by the Carpatho-Rusyn Iconographer, Robert Rumin. FaIn its fourteen year existence, St. Elizabeth has met in as varied locations as the
ther Robert Buczak gave a reflection from a sermon written by Metropolitan
priest’s home, a bank lobby, a local tavern (Jimmy’s On the Square in MariNicholas on “WHAT WILL MAKE A PARISH GROW.” A Panachida was offered for +Metropolitan Nicholas. Then the Antidoron was distributed along etta), the Chapel of Peace at St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church in Marietta,
and, most recently, in the chapel of the Woodstock Funeral Home on Main
with a prayer card to the congregation at the end of the Divine Liturgy.
Street in Woodstock. The Mission has been served in the past by Fr. John
A Grand Banquet followed at the Grand Priory of Pittsburgh. The first item
Zboyovski, Priest-Monk Fr. Orestes, Fr. Robert Prepelka, and Fr. Paul Stoll.
on the agenda was to burn the $200,000.00 mortgage for the new Heating and
Cooling System, which the generous parishioners of St. Nicholas managed to The current priest is Fr. Frederick Watson, who also serves as the Chair of the
complete in 3 short years. Parishioner Bob Bartko and his quartet of strolling Diocesan Stewardship Commission, and has been priest/administrator at St.
musicians entertained the crowd during the cocktail hour and dinner. The Elizabeth’s for three years.
Very Reverend Robert J. Prepelka delivered the Main Address. Being a son of Said David Novak, one of the faithful who has been a part of St. Elizabeth
the parish, Fr. Robert took the group on a journey down memory way: “Re- since its beginning, “We are so excited! God has blessed us so greatly. It is wonderful
member when………” the words repeated over and over again as everyone to be in our own house of worship after wandering around to so many locations for
enjoyed recalling the days of old at St. Nicholas. He concluded with a “chal- so long.” Fr. Frederick commented that the new church, though not completely
lenge to continue co-operating with one another, with your pastor, and with finished as yet, “will be a jewel among churches in North Georgia.”
God for the growth and the glory of His Church on earth.”
In the next few weeks, a dome manufactured by Figula and Daughters of Glen
The St. Nicholas Orthodox Church Choir, under the direction of the Reader,
Hope, PA, is to be installed. As well, a permanent iconostasis and altar are in
Prof. Andrew Talarovich entertained the group with its favorite hymns and
the design stage. A local iconographer from Athens, Georgia, has been conmelodies of Carpatho-Rus. Father Robert Buczak thanked the members of the
Banquet Committee and encouraged the faithful to continue in their support sulting with the Mission to plan the inside finish of the church.
of their church, to look ever forward into the future of St. Nicholas Orthodox The Divine Liturgy that opened the doors on September 4, was not the first
Church in Homestead, into heaven, thanking God for His continued blessings Divine Liturgy served in this location. The Easter Eve and Paschal Divine
upon the congregation. The afternoon banquet program ended with a bene- Liturgy was served in the church before the flooring was complete, or any of
diction.
the walls painted.
St. Elizabeth Mission serves a very large area that is without another Orthodox church. Looking north and west, there are no Orthodox churches between Woodstock, GA, and the North Carolina/Tennessee border (some 100
miles) or the Alabama border (75 miles). The Mission is affiliated with the
Sts. Cyril and Methodios Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood, made up of Orthodox priests and deacons in the greater Atlanta area who meet together monthly.
The Brotherhood supports the work of Orthodox churches in outreach (e.g.
a food and assistance program at St. John the Wonderworker [OCA] near
downtown Atlanta) in prison ministry (visitation and a class at Phillips State
Prison in Buford, GA, which Fr. Frederick teaches every other week); and in
regular joint Vespers among the churches during Great Lent.

Pictured with Protopresbyter Robert Buczak are the members of the Antalovich family who donated the
icon of St. Nicholas.

Currently, the Mission’s Outreach Committee has been seeking ways to serve
the Orthodox community of Rome, GA, some 50 miles to its west. This has
come about as a result of work with Berry College in Rome. An effort has
been underway at Berry to form an OCF chapter for Orthodox students attending there. In 2009, Fr. Frederick gave three lectures on Orthodoxy to a
large crowd of interested students as part of the College’s Cultural Series. The
local community was very supportive in attending these lectures, and the current work extends from their interest.
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STEWARDSHIP
and the Rich Young Ruler

T

here is a familiar Gospel read every year at Divine Liturgy on
the 12th Sunday after Pentecost. The story it tells has the
common name “The Rich Young Ruler.”
And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up
and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good Teacher,
what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said
to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but
God alone. You know the commandments: `Do not
kill, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not
bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father
and mother.’” And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I
have observed from my youth.” And Jesus looking upon
him loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing; go,
sell what you have, and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” At that saying his countenance fell, and he went away sorrowful; for he had great possessions.

The rich young ruler claimed to have kept the law. In the legal sense
that might be true; but in the spiritual sense it was not true. The
young man’s entire attitude toward others was wrong. In the
last analysis his attitude was utterly selfish. So Jesus confronted him with a challenge. It is a challenge to every
one of us: Sell all that you own and give the proceeds to
the poor. This man was so possessed by his possessions,
Jesus knew that nothing less than this complete rejection of those possessions would change this man’s
life and attitude.
Think about your possessions. Think about your
“stuff.” Do we look on our “stuff ” as being given to us
for nothing but our own comfort and convenience? If so,
then possessions, this “stuff,” becomes a heavy chain around
our necks. But if we look at what we own as a means to helping
others, then these possessions become our crown.

Notice that Jesus didn’t ask the young man to give for a particular project. He
did not ask him to give to the building fund or to help pay day to day expenses at the local synagogue. Those are not the reasons that Jesus gave for
giving. What Jesus means here is this: “Give before what you possess possesses
First of all, we never consider ourselves rich. I have never met a person who re- you. You are at a dangerous place in life. Your ‘stuff ’ is about to master you. Give
ally thinks he is rich, because there are others who have much more. I’ve met it away before it ruins your life.”
a few who I think are rich, but in their own eyes they’re not. This young man
is described as rich. Most assume that what Jesus says to him does not apply What might this young man have thought? What may have gone through his
to them because they are not rich. Compared to most in our world, we are all mind at that moment of confrontation with Jesus? Maybe he thought, “If I
did this, and I gave up all my wealth and followed Jesus, I would be free. I would
rich – very rich!
have the life that I see in this Man and that I so much desire.” But there might
Second, we seldom think of ourselves as being young, even when we are. As have been more going through the rich young ruler’s mind. “But on the other
teenagers we tried to convince others that we were mature. A few years later hand, there’s that banquet being thrown for me tonight. There’s the wardrobe of
we often commented about how old we were getting. Now, we’re complain- beautiful clothing I just bought. And there’s that beautiful young lady my family
ing that we have gotten old before our time. This man is described as young had picked out for me to marry. Oh, yes, and there’s that new chariot I just ordered.
and rich. Most of us consider ourselves neither.
… What should I do?” Evangelist St. Matthew tells us “When the young man
Third, we have very little authority. Children complain that their parents are heard this he went away sorrowful; for he had great possessions.”
You might be thinking, “Rich? Young? Ruler? There is nothing in the life of this
person that applies to me.” Well, over the years I’ve come to the conclusion that
these are among several things about ourselves that we don’t think that we are.

unfair and that no one ever listens to them. Husbands complain that their
wives don’t respect them. Wives complain that they don’t have equal rights. On
the job someone else always has more authority than we do. The result is that
we never see ourselves as people of authority. The young man in the Gospel
story is rich and young and a ruler. Obviously, we think, we are not like him
at all. I beg to differ.

A few moments before this rich young ruler had run to Jesus. Now he walks
slowly away. In His brief conversation with the rich young man, Christ truly
reveals to us the Christian life. Jesus Himself instructs us about stewardship
and the attitude we must take toward our “stuff.” After all, the Christian life
is not simply about how to “get to heaven.” The Christian life is to know Christ
and be more like Him. Then, once we find Christ, we’re to give up everything
Why did this rich young ruler come to Jesus? In St. Mark’s telling of this story else and follow Him. This doesn’t mean quit our jobs or live in poverty, al(Mark 10:17-31) the Holy Evangelist says that Jesus is saying “good-bye” to though for some this is their calling. To give up everything and follow Christ
the people of that city. Just before this Gospel reading, Evangelist St. Matthew means we give up anything that might stand between us and our relationship
tells us that little children were being brought to Jesus. Perhaps the rich young with Christ. When we have the most important thing in the world, we must
ruler was watching all of this from afar. As this rich young ruler observed the be willing to suffer all things to keep it.
love that Jesus had for the people and saw the children returning that love, it
Fr. Frederick Watson,
may have had an impact on him. I could have been that the young ruler realized this may be the last time he will see Jesus. So he rushes up to Him. EvanChair, Diocesan Stewardship Commission
gelist St. Mark says that he ran to Him.
Perhaps this rich young ruler saw in Jesus a quality of life that he did not have
in his wealthy authority. However, he may have seen a quality of life that he
really wanted. Perhaps he saw something in Jesus that was in sharp contrast to
his own life. Maybe this young man thought, “I would like to be like that.” So
he ran to Jesus to catch Him before He left town.
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Here was a young man of honor and prestige. He surely worried about his
reputation. By the world’s standards Jesus should have been coming to him,
and doing him honor. But here was a ruler running up to Jesus to ask the most
important question that anyone can possibly ask. “What shall I do?” the young
man asked Jesus. “What good thing can I do, that I might inherit eternal life?”
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Jesus answered simply. Keep the commandments. Don’t murder. Don’t steal.
Don’t commit adultery. Don’t bear false witness. Honor your father and
mother. Love your neighbor as yourself. The young man answered as any
good Jew would have answered. “All these I have kept. What do I still lack?”
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Steven Lukac Invested as Archon
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate

Steven Lukac, (center) and Wife Natalie With Archbishop Demetrios, Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka
and Diocesan Archons Michael Ristvey and John Halecky, Jr at the Conclusion of the Investiture Service.

NEW YORK, NY - On Sunday October 16, 2011, Steven Lukac, Parish
Council President of St. John the Baptist Orthodox Parish in Sharon, PA,
was given the honor of becoming an Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
by His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios of America at the Archdiocesan
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity. Joining him at the investiture ceremony was his
wife Natalie, Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka and fellow parishioner, Archon Michael Ristvey, Jr.
Steven joins a growing number of diocesan men who have been given the
AKRON, OH--Eva Wolonsky of St. Mary Church in Akron is shown with her honor of being named an Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.
pastor, Protopresbyter Myron Zuder, on the occasion of her 95th birthday.
An Archon is an honoree by His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
The special occasion was celebrated with a special service of thanksgiving. Eva
Bartholomew for his outstanding service to the Church, and a well-known
still works in the church throughout the year.
distinguished, and well-respected leader of the Orthodox Christian community.
It is by the grace of God that the Archon has been able to offer his good works
and deeds of faith. Further, it is the sworn oath of the Archon to defend and
promote the Orthodox Christian faith and tradition. His special concern and
interest is to serve as a bulwark to protect and promote the Sacred See of St.
Andrew the Apostle and its mission. He is also concerned with the human
race's inalienable rights wherever and whenever they are violated - and the
well-being and general welfare of the Christian Church.
This honor extended by the Ecumenical Patriarchate carries with it grave responsibilities, deep commitments, and sincere dedication. Consequently, it is
of utmost importance that this honor of obligation be bestowed upon individuals of proven Orthodox Christian character, who conform faithfully to
YOUNGSTOWN, OH--For the third year in a row a members of Saint the teachings of Christ and the doctrines, canons, worship, discipline, and enMichael’s Church in Youngstown, OH, has won the Eastern Orthodox Men's cyclicals of the Church.
Society man-of-the-year award. David Merry won it this year; Steven Kiddon Those selected to serve as Archons have demonstrated a commitment greater
won it last year; then Steven Gorol won it 2 years ago. Steven Kiddon (on the than average toward the stewardship of time, talent and treasure for the betright) is handing this award to David Merry.
terment of the Church, Parish, Diocese and the community as a whole. An Archon must truly be deserving of the proclamation: AXIOS, AXIOS, AXIOS!

Choir Classic Recordings Available in CD Format

Two choral masterpieces recorded by St. Michael’s A Capella Choir under
the direction of Edward Sedor in Binghamton, NY, have been re-mastered
and released in a CD format. The Christmas and Easter CD includes 15
selections of both traditional carols and the Liturgical music of Christmas,
as well as six Lenten melodies and 11 selections of the Easter Paschal music.
The Divine Liturgy CD features the choir and Fr. Stephen Dutko rendering the Liturgy in Church Slavonic. Copies are available at a cost of $15
each, including shipping and handling. Checks payable to “St. Michael’s
Choir” should be sent to Josephine Sedor, 113 Zoa Avenue, Johnson City,
NY 13790.

Following his investiture as an Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Steven Lukac was honored at his
parish of Saint John the Baptist in Sharon, PA, and presented with an icon by Fr. David Mastroberte.
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DEEPEST
SYMPATHIES
ARE

EXPRESSED TO:
The family of
+HELEN ROGEL,

mother of Pani Kathy Buczak,

PERIODICAL

back in their car and headed for home as well.
Now this, in itself, is a good story of a good deed—but it gets better. After traveling less than a mile, the two women noticed Victor’s truck parked on the side
of the road. Readily admitting that they would never have done so if they hadn’t recognized the stopped vehicle, Sara and Lisa pulled over as well. As they
got out of their car, they saw Victor’s wife frantically trying to flag down passing motorists. Victor had suffered a heart attack. Amazingly, Sara was a certified nursing assistant trained in CPR. Realizing that Victor had no pulse and
wasn’t breathing, she immediately began chest compressions while her cousin
called 911. Within 5 minutes, emergency assistance arrived and continued the
efforts to revive Victor. Largely because of Sara’s immediate and proper attention and her medical expertise, Victor soon had a heart beat. He was taken to
a local hospital, where he is recovering nicely. The cardiologist there said that
the survival rate for someone going into cardiac arrest out of the hospital ranges
from only 1 to 6 percent. Indeed, Victor was one of the fortunate ones, or
perhaps, to paraphrase his own words: Someone up above put someone in the
right place and the right time for me.”
Yes, being a “Good Samaritan” has its rewards. When he stopped to help the
distressed women, though, I’m sure Victor Giesbrecht never thought his reward would be a second chance at life! Truly God works in mysterious ways
that we could not even begin to comprehend.

who fell asleep in the Lord on
on Monday, November 14,
2011.

Stewardship Commission Meets in
Johnstown

Protopresbyter Michael Rosco

Diocesan Chancellor Attends Retirement Reception
for Metropolitan Maximos

JOHNSTOWN, PA -- The fall meeting of our Diocesan Stewardship Commission was held at the Chancery Offices in Johnstown, PA, hosted by the
Very Reverend Protopresbyter Father Frank Miloro, Chancellor, on Wednesday, November 9, 2011. All of the commission members, Father Frederick
Watson (chairman), Father Basil Aden, Deacon Steve Hall, John Bilanin
(Diocesan trustee) and Stephanie Betsa were present for the meeting.
The morning session included reports and evaluations on the activities of the
Commission during the second half of the 2010-2011 ‘Year of Stewardship
PITTSBURGH, PA -- Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, Diocesan Education.’ During the spring and summer of 2011, members of the ComChancellor represented our Diocese at a retirement reception held in honor of mission participated in presentations at the following venues:
His Eminence, Metropolitan Maximos of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of
Pittsburgh. The reception took place at St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathe•Eastern (Valley Forge, PA) and Western (Chicago area) regional
dral in Pittsburgh.
Lenten Retreats sponsored by the National ACRY.
The retirement of Metropolitan Maximos, the presiding Hierarch of the Greek
•Teaching Stewardship to the Laity was presented by Stephanie Betsa
Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh began on September 1, 2011, the beginat Sunday visits to ten of our Diocesan parishes, including the Cathening of the Ecclesiastical Year.
dral parish, during coffee hour following the Divine Liturgy. Parishes
His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios of America, in conveying the decision
interested in learning more about Orthodox Stewardship through this
of Metropolitan Maximos to His All-Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch
program are encouraged to send their requests to the Commission at
Bartholomew noted:
stewardship@acrod.org.
"For over 32 years, Metropolitan Maximos of Pittsburgh shepherded with apostolic
•Programs introducing stewardship to young people were presented
zeal, and with fatherly love and exemplary pastoral care the faithful people of this
for the first time this summer to our campers of all ages during each
Metropolis of the Holy Archdiocese. "Beyond this, he ceaselessly offered most valued
or our three Diocesan camping weeks at Camp Nazareth.
services to the Holy Archdiocese of America in general, to the Holy Cross Theolog•Articles on Orthodox Stewardship in each issue of The Church Mesical School and especially to the ongoing theological discussions between the Orsenger.
thodox and members of other Christian Churches. "Moreover, Metropolitan
•Materials on Stewardship continue to be available on our Diocesan
Maximos actively and productively participated in the meetings of the Holy
website at acrod.org/ministries/development/stewardship/stewardship-edEparchial Synod, offering his theological and linguistic abilities to the formularesources.
tion of significant texts for the Archdiocese."Without a doubt, he was the unwavering voice of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in our midst, representing the spirit,
the ethos and the tradition of the Mother Church."
At its afternoon session, the Commission committed to prepare and distribMetropolitan Maximos has been a long-time friend of our diocese and to ute additional resources to assist parishes interested in transitioning from the
Bishop John and Metropolitan Nicholas of Thrice Blessed Memory. His Em- traditional ‘dues system’ into a more equitable system of Proportional Giving
inence played an invaluable role in the priestly formation of countless Dioce- as presented by Father Basil Aden at our most recent Diocesan Council/Sobor.
san priests having served for many years as a Professor of Theology at Christ The upcoming package, entitled Parish Resource II: Implementing Stewardthe Saviour Seminary.
ship in the Parish, is scheduled for distribution to the parishes early in 2012.
On November 3, 2011, the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patri- It will include sections on the history of the ‘Dues System’ currently in use by
archate announced the Canonical Election of Bishop Savas of Troas, the for- many parishes, as well as on the Biblical principals of Proportional Giving.
mer chancellor of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese and director of the Also included will be a case study of an established Diocesan parish that has
Archdiocesan Office for Church, Society and Culture as successor to Metro- successfully made the transition.
politan Maximos.
The Commission committed to extend its educational initiatives into the comMay Almighty God Grant to His Eminence, Metropolitan Maximos, spiri- ing year, and will continue to offer programs on ‘Stewardship – A Way of Life’
tual peace and joy as he enters into retirement. Eis Polla Eti Despota.
at the parish, deanery and Diocesan levels.

