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Saint Nicholas Church Celebrates 100 Years
BARTON, OH--On the weekend of September 17 & 18, 2011, St. Nicholas Orthodox
Church in Barton, OH celebrated the 100’th
Anniversary of its incorporation as a parish
community. This long-awaited event brought
family, friends and clergy from near and far to
the small community of Barton, OH and its
environs for a festive celebration of Faith and
ethnic culture.
The first event in the weekend line-up of activities was a performance by the renowned
Duquesne University Tamburitzans. St.
Nicholas Church sponsored this performance,
which was held at the Capitol Theatre in
Wheeling, WV at 7:00 PM on Saturday, September 17. The music and dance of the Tamburitzans embody so much of the spirit,
heritage and folk culture of Eastern Europe,
where the church’s founders came from.
On Sunday, September 18, the Divine Liturgy
was celebrated at the Barton church at 10:00
AM. As a beautiful, sunny day dawned, former
pastors and visiting clergy processed into the

church with Diocesan Representative, the Very
Rev. Protopresbyter Richard G. Salley, pastor
of St. Nicholas Church in New Castle, PA, to
celebrate the Divine Liturgy. Also present at
the Holy Altar were: the Very Rev. Father
Michael C. Kabel, pastor of St. Nicholas
Church; the Very Rev. Father John P. Fencik,
pastor of St. Mary Church in Bayonne, NJ; the
Rev. Father David J. Kossey, pastor of St. Mary
Church, 7’th Street, NY; the Rev. Father Jeff
Zias, pastor of St. Michael Church in St. Clair,
PA; the Very Rev. Protopresbyter Paul Herbert,
retired; and the Very Rev. Father Michael Zahirsky (OCA) of Steubenville, OH. Parish cantors Richard Polinsky, Reader John Brady, Paul
David Zavatsky and Pan’i Kelley Kabel led the
beautiful plainchant responses to the Liturgy,
assisted by Reader Daniel Sponenburg from St.
Michael Church in St. Clair, PA. More than
170 friends, relatives and parishioners packed
the church for this prayerful celebration.
The Very Rev. Protopresbyter Richard G. Salley, in his homily, congratulated the parish on
-cont’d on page 3

Monongahela Celebrates Centennial
MONONGAHELA, PA--St. Nicholas
Church in Monongahela, Pennsylvania observed its 100th Anniversary on Sunday, October 2. The Divine Liturgy was concelebrated
by Very Rev. Michael Kabel, dean of the Tristate Deanery; Very Rev. Protopresbyter David
Smoley, former pastor; Very Rev. Protopresbyter Paul Herbert; Very Rev. Edward Pehanich, pastor; Rev. Deacon David Rostcheck
of the Nativity of the Theotokos Church in
Monongahela; and Rev. Deacon Artemius Steinstra of St. Nicholas Church in Homestead.
Responses to the Liturgy were sung by the congregation which filled the church to capacity
led by parish cantor Daniel Timko. Several
hymns were sung in 2-part harmony by the
parish Youth Choir under the direction of Pani
Kathleen Pehanich and Mary Jane Smoley.
The Centennial Banquet was held following
the Liturgy in the Willow Room in Belle Vernon. Archon Dal Cosgrove was the toastmaster with remarks by Joseph Hann, president of
the parish council and Father Edward Pe-

hanich. The main address was delivered by Father David Smoley, the longest serving pastor
in the history of the parish. Father Smoley reminded the audience that the story of the
Monongahela parish is not told by the two
church buildings it erected in its 100 years but
by its people who faithfully served God and
His Church through the years. Father David
shared many personal memories of people
whose lives of faith impacted his own priestly
ministry and the life of the congregation. A
DVD presentation during the banquet by Derren Lomago presented a montage of photos depicting these people and events of the past. An
extensive Centennial Journal is being prepared
by Christine Deutsch and Christina Duranko
of the Rankin parish and will be available in
November.
St. Nicholas Church was formally established
in Monongahela on December 24, 1911. The
original founders of the parish immigrated to
America from their native Carpatho-Rusyn villages of Swierzowa Ruska, Dlugie, Radosyna,
-cont’d on page 5
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Giving New Meaning to the Phrase
“Prisoner of the Lord!”

I

would doubt if many of you have
ever heard of the town of Bay Minnettte, Alabama. I know I never
did—until I heard the story I’m about
to relate. Bay Minnette is a quaint
community, located in Southern Alabama—not far from the Florida border. According to the latest census, its
population is about 7,800 people.
There isn’t much industry there, but
one thing that Bay Minnette has its
share of is crime. Recently, to try to
turn the tide of such activity, their city
leaders put a program into motion
called “Operation Restore Our Community.” The focus of this program is
on criminals convicted of misdemeanors. It was calculated that it costs
the city approximately $75 a day for
each person serving time in their jail.
It was also concluded that in all honesty, their prisoners really weren’t
being rehabilitated. They were just
serving time, and more often than
not, once they were released, chances
were very good that they would become a repeat offender and ultimately

end up back in prison. That’s certainly not a problem unique to Bay
Minnette—that pretty much describes the justice system in any city
or town in the United States. So the
Bay Minnette city leaders decided
that their criminals can now have a
choice: they can go to jail and serve
their time or pay their fine—or, they
can agree to go to church every Sunday for a year! They can select any of
56 churches in the county that have
agreed to participate in this program.
The criminals must also agree to
check in with the pastor of the church
of their choice once a week, as well as
with the police department. If they
faithfully attend church for that year,
all charges against them will be
dropped and expunged from their
record.
It will be interesting to see how Operation Restore Our Community works
out. At first glance, it would seem like
a “no-brainer”: why be locked up in a
cell when you can be walking around
free? Yet the offenders are being asked
-cont’d on page 7
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The Veneration of Icons
“How the Son proceeds from the Father
our words cannot express; but having
two natures, He was born of a woman.
We do not reject His icon when we behold it, but in faith we venerate and
honor it. And the Church professes it as
true belief, when she honors the icon of
Christ’s Incarnation.”

O

n the Sunday between October
11/24 and 18/31 we remember
the Holy Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council. On this Sunday we celebrate the restoration of icons to our
churches and our homes. However
this council, of the year 787, occurred
only after decades of bitter and
painful struggle. The Church faced
questions concerning the venerating
of the depictions of the human image,
and behind such questions were divisions concerning the completeness
and fullness of the humanity of
Christ. Was His humanity not dissolved into, lost within or fully subsumed under, His divinity?
The restoration of icons served to underscore that Christ was, and continues to be, fully God and fully man.
His humanity, and the depiction
therefore of its form, is capable of
serving as a window into and a visible
symbol of His Divinity. As the events
of His life were not forgotten, so the
human features of Christ were not
lost upon His ascension. The divine
nature of Christ is brought for us men
into meaningful focus within and
through the veneration of His unblemished humanity.
Icons are more than artful depictions
which remind--they are realities
which serve. Icons, along with every
aspect of liturgical worship, liturgical
prayers and songs, transport us into,
mediate and open within us, the
breath and presence of the Kingdom.
Icons being themselves material, and
being depictions of persons, remind
us that God Himself as author of creation does not separate Himself off
and apart from His creation – it is our
sin which temporarily does so.
Icons remind us, transport us, and involve us. Icons mediate the memory
of the Body of Christ, the living
Church. This memory comes alive in
those who with veneration enter into
the presence of the persons, mean-

ings, and events depicted. Icons,
through this veneration, open before
us a new terrain, a realm infused with
meaning, with the grace and glory of
God. This realm engages us, it elicits
a life of response, it heartens and encourages, and reveals a way of participation in the larger body -- the
Church of both earth and heaven. In
this way, with grace, actions come to
partake of a greater meaning, and
lives become themselves iconic.
Inspired actions, acts of prayerful
service, actions which refer to another
level of meaning and so point to a
hope above hope, are informed and illumined by a hidden joy. They in
some small way share resemblance to
the iconic depictions of different
events in the life of Christ and His
saints, including events of healing,
feeding, and the serving of others.
Christ has told us “go and do likewise”, and His saints are remembered
for having fulfilled this command.
Iconic actions ring with the truth and
meaning of the original. They have
the ability of touching and serving as
bridges between times and locales, and in re-presenting so mediating a
grace which heals and makes whole.
Each time we venerate an icon we
venerate the original, and through the
original we venerate its fount, we venerate the living God. Each act of veneration helps underscore and is a
reflection of the respect, remembrance, and worship we offer to God
within the details and daily course of
our lives. Each offering of veneration
given the icons of Christ and His
saints reflects and brings to mind the
respect due our neighbor whom we
are called love as we love ourselves.
Recognition of the beauty of the icon,
its uplifting colors and graceful lines,
offer reminder of the beauty of their
original; the lucent and inspiring created forms, with all His works, ring
out and glorify their Creator.
Icons bring us home to ourselves.
They remind us that we too share in
the Image and Likeness to the degree
we ring with, are alive to the beauty
and the meaning of Jesus Christ, the
Word of meaning and of Truth. This
‘sharing in’ is a participation in His
gift of Life, and in His Church and
community of saints -- for He is a
-cont’d on page 6

October 23, 2011

THE CHURCH MESSENGER

Clergy and altar servers are shown processing into Saint Nicholas Church for the Divine Liturgy celebrating the 100th Anniversary of parish’s founding.
-Barton, cont’d from page 1
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At the turn of the 20’th century, Barton was indeed a bustling town. The
mines were booming, and railroad traffic passed daily through the town. There
were company stores, a miners’ hall, various taverns and establishments -everything that a person would need to lead a life that was better than the one
they had left behind. They had everything that they needed, except a church,
a place where they could worship God according to the Faith and customs
they brought with them from the “old country.”
This situation was quickly remedied. In 1911, the church was incorporated.
Once the people were in possession of a charter and were incorporated as a
church, they planned to construct a building. In 1913, the cornerstone was
laid. Both the church and the rectory were completed by 1918. Much of the
labor was donated. Many of the early parishioners originally came from St.
Michael’s Church in Osturna, Slovakia; and their new St. Nicholas Church in
Barton bears a remarkable resemblance to their old church in Osturna.
There were many struggles to be endured in the years ahead for the faithful
of St. Nicholas parish. Almost from the beginning, the arrival of large numbers of these Rusyn Greek Catholic immigrants in America presented problems
for the Roman Catholic hierarchy. These new arrivals did not use the western
Latin Liturgy. Their clergy were married. They owned their own parish church
property. Their customs and traditions were very different from their Roman
Catholic neighbors. The Roman Catholic hierarchy attempted to suppress
some of these customs and traditions. This program of Latinization, as it was
called, was met with fierce resistance. The Latinization process continued intermittently into the 1930’s, when it was intensified. The parishioners of St.
Nicholas Church, led by Father Michael Hrabar, weathered the storm. They
were able to retain their liturgical traditions, their married clergy and their
church property. St. Nicholas Church eventually joined the American
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Diocese, headquartered in Johnstown, PA. Bishop Orestes Chornock, the first hierarch of the newly-formed
Diocese, was held in great admiration by the people of St. Nicholas parish. As
a priest, Father Orestes had served them in his first assignment as pastor of St.
Michael’s Church in Osturna, and he gave them assistance when they were
forming their new church in Barton. With Bishop Orestes at the helm of the
newly-established Diocese as its leader and spiritual father, it was only natural and logical for St. Nicholas Church to become a member parish.
A total of 25 resident priests have served the parishioners of St. Nicholas
Church throughout the course of its century of existence. Each pastor brought
his own unique talents and abilities to the community. The labor, sacrifices and
donations of the laity of the church were also critical to the success of the
parish, and are too numerous to mention. Much has been accomplished and
much has changed over the years. Many improvements have been made to the
church and its properties.
Even though the mines shut down long ago, and the steel mills are faltering,
and many people had to re-locate elsewhere to find employment, St. Nicholas
Church remains a vibrant Orthodox community in Barton. The light of Orthodox Christianity shines as brightly as ever. In addition to the descendants
of the original Rusyn founders, the parish is also comprised of Orthodox
Christians from other ethnic backgrounds, such as Coptic, Russian, Ukrainian, Romanian and Serbian. Many converts from diverse backgrounds have
also found a spiritual home at St. Nicholas, and have enriched the fabric and
life of the community.
St. Nicholas Church looks forward to the future with optimism and much anticipation. Through the prayers of our heavenly patron, Saint Nicholas of
Myra, may the Lord God bless St. Nicholas Church abundantly as it enters its
second century of bearing witness to the truth of the Holy Gospel.

this milestone in their history. He recalled and honored the clergy and laity
who labored diligently in the parish over the past 100 years. He called to mind
the great sacrifices made by the founders to build a magnificent edifice for the
glory of God, and the subsequent sacrifices and hard work of following generations of priests and lay persons to maintain the parish.
Father Salley reminded the community that they themselves are the living
stones which are used to construct and maintain a strong and beautiful house,
built on a firm foundation – our Lord Jesus Christ. He also reminded the worshippers that they are the Temple of the Holy Spirit, and are called to be holy.
Father Richard noted, “Today we glory in our achievements. But be reminded,
that this celebration is only a moment in time. It will pass! And tomorrow we
must again take on the work of our Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ…. What
you achieved over these 100 years can only be defined as your love for our
Saviour, Jesus Christ. And this love must remain within us.” In conclusion, Father Salley challenged those present: “What our forefathers did……. Are you
ready to imitate, in the Name and Love of our Lord, Jesus Christ?”
At the end of the Divine Liturgy, a Panachida was served remembering His
Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas and all of the departed priests, panis,
builders, founders, benefactors and parishioners of St. Nicholas Church.
Following the Divine Liturgy, a sumptuous Buffet Dinner was held at the Hellenic Center in Wheeling, WV at 1:00 PM. Toastmaster for this festive event
was former pastor, the Very Rev. Father John P. Fencik. Offering remarks, reflecting on the past 100 years and/or reminiscing about their experiences in
Barton were the following: the Very Rev. Protopresbyter Richard G. Salley;
the Rev. Father David J. Kossey and the Rev. Father Jeff Zias. Colerain Township Trustee and friend of the parish Jeff Gazdik spoke on behalf of the Township Trustees. Pan’i Eileen Sedor, wife of the late former pastor, the Very Rev.
Father David B. Sedor, also addressed the guests, and presented the parish
with an exquisite pencil drawing of the Barton church. Concluding remarks
were offered by the Very Rev. Father Michael C. Kabel, pastor of St. Nicholas
Church.
The Hellenic Center was beautifully decorated by members of the Anniversary Committee, led by Heather Foster and Theresa Reese. During the dinner,
a slide show of nearly 600 photos was presented, which captured many of the
memories of the past 100 years. Also present at the dinner were clergy of the
Tri-State Deanery: the Very Rev. Dr. Edward Pehanich of St. Nicholas parishes
in Monongahela and Jacobs Creek, PA; the Rev. Father Matthew Stagon of St.
Mary Church in Morgantown, WV and the Reader Andrew Sabak of St. Mary
Church in Morgantown, WV, along with their families. Over 200 guests enjoyed this time of great food, fellowship and re-connecting with friends and
relatives.
The story of the Barton parish began around the turn of the 20’th century.
Rusyn villagers from Eastern and Central Europe longed for a piece of the
American Dream. Most lived in villages set deep in the Carpathian Mountains of Eastern Europe. Many parishioners came from a single village, Osturna, in present-day Slovakia. The environs of those villages were idyllic:
snow-capped mountains, tumbling streams, small farms, forests and meadows. They worked as shepherds, lumberers and farmers. The lifestyle was sometimes difficult, but often pleasant and fulfilling. But the specters of poverty and
hunger were never far away. What drew them across a vast ocean, leaving the
only life they knew, was a chance for a better life, and an opportunity for
progress for themselves and for their children. The class structure of the Austro-Hungarian Empire in Europe offered only stagnation. Once they arrived
in America, the people were drawn to Barton, where there were jobs, and a
chance to make a new life in a village whose surroundings may have reminded
Pani Eileen Sedor presented St. Nicholas Parish with a pencil drawing of the church that belonged to her
them of their home in the “old country.”
husband +Very Rev. Fr. David B. Sedor who served as pastor in Barton. from 1987 to 1992
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who gave their life for the Lord. One of the earliest Christian documents is
called The Martyrdom of Polycarp dating from about the year 155 A.D. This
early document tells the story of the martyrdom of the aged bishop St. Polycarp. It gives us insight into how the early Church honored the relics of its
martyrs:
And so, afterwards, we took up his bones, more valuable than precious stones and finer than gold, and put them in a proper place.
There, as far as we are able, the Lord will permit us to meet together in gladness and joy and to celebrate the birthday of his martyrdom, both in memory of those who fought the fight and for the
training and preparation of those who will fight.

Holy Relics

- Martyrdom of Polycarp, chapter 18

I

f you were to enter the Orthodox Cathedral located on Geary Boulevard in
San Francisco, you would notice people lighting candles before a small pavilion-like shrine on the right side of the church. On closer inspection, you
would see people bending to kiss the glass covering the coffin of the Archbishop of the Cathedral who died in 1966. They are venerating the holy relics
of St. John the Wonderworker, Archbishop of San Francisco. Why this veneration of a dead body? Is this a superstitious or pagan practice that has crept
into the Christian Church?

Biblical Witness

T

he honor and veneration of the remains of holy men and women can be
found in both the Bible and in the practice of the early Christians. The
most dramatic example is recorded in the Old Testament and tells the story of
a miracle worked through contact with the bones of the Holy Prophet Elisha:

Many of the early Christian Fathers wrote of this veneration of the relics of the
martyrs including St. John Chrysostom, St. Gregory of Nyssa, St. Jerome, and
St. Gregory Nazianzus. St. Gregory of Nyssa in his 4th century Sermon on the
Blessed Theodore the Martyr said:
…drawing near to (the martyr’s) tomb which we believe to be
both a sanctification and blessing. If anyone takes dust from the
martyr’s resting place, it is a gift and a deserving treasure. Should
a person have both the good fortune and permission to touch the
relics, this experience is a highly valued prize and seems like a
dream both to those who were cured and whose wish was fulfilled….one implores the martyr who intercedes on our behalf and
is an attendant of God for imparting those favors and blessings
which people seek.

Now Elisha died, and they buried him. Then in the following
year, the raiding bands from Moab invaded the land. And it came
to pass, as they were burying a
man, they beheld a lightly
armed band of raiders, and cast
the man into the tomb of Elisha. When the man touched
the bones of Elisha, he revived
and stood up on his feet.

Theology of the Body

T

he veneration of the relics of
saints is clearly a Christian practice attested to by both the witness of
the Bible and the practices of the early
Church. We honor the relics of saints
because the Church has always believed and taught that salvation does
not simply involve our soul but our
body participates in this salvation.
- 4 Kingdoms 13:21 (2 Kings)
Our body and soul are baptized, our
body and soul receive the anointing in
The Old Testament book Wisdom of
Chrismation, our body and soul reSirach recalls this miracle through the
ceive the Lord in the Holy Eucharist.
bones of Elisha:
While at death our body and soul are
Elisha was covered by the whirlseparated, on the Last Day our bodies
wind,
will be raised from the earth and reTranslation of the relics of Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker.
And Elisha was filled with his
join our souls to receive either salva(Elijah’s) spirit.
tion or damnation. Our Lord Jesus ascended into heaven with a human body.
And in his days he trembled before no ruler, and no one oppressed
Therefore our bodies are sanctified and holy. The grace of the Holy Spirit
him.
which filled these saints while they were alive continues to be present in their
No word could overcome him,
bodies, which were and are temples of the Holy Spirit. As St. Paul explains in
And after death his body prophesied, as in his life he did wonders,
the Holy Bible:
So even in death his works were amazing.
Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit
- Wisdom of Sirach 48:12-14
who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your
own?
In the New Testament, the early Christians found that there was miraculous
power in handkerchiefs that had been in contact with the Apostles and simply even the Apostle Peter’s shadow was enough to effect a healing:
Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, so that
even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the
sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of
them.
- Acts 19:12
And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of
both men and women, so that they brought the sick out into the
streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow
of Peter passing by might fall on some of them.
- Acts 5:15

The Early Christians

L

- 1 Corinthians 16
The Greek philosopher Plato did not believe that the body is a temple but
rather that it is a prison or a cage for the soul. Many Americans, while they
profess to believe in the Bible, act as if the philosophy of Plato were true. It
is increasingly common for families to forgo funeral services for their loved
ones and instead opt for direct cremation followed by a “memorial service” or
“celebration of life” for the deceased. The body is unimportant and is not
even necessary at a funeral anymore! It is quite common to hear statements
at funerals such as: That’s not Uncle Charlie in that casket, that’s just his shell.
Orthodox Christians honor and respect the human body both before and after
death. That body of a mother that raised children or the body of a husband
who worked to support a wife and children remains holy and honored. That
body that received baptism and was fed with the Eucharist remains holy and
a sacred temple even after death and is treated with honor and respect, brought
into church and blessed with holy water and incense.

ike these experiences with the Holy Apostles, the earliest Christians gave
special honor to the bodies of the holy martyrs, those men and women
-cont’d on page 5
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-Monongahela, cont’d from page 1

Secular Relics Vyshna Polianka, Nizhna Polianka, Jedlinka, Mikulasova, Dobova, Mykulivci,

W

hile many Americans, particularly Protestants, abhor the veneration of
the relics of saints, our American culture readily embraces the veneration of the relics of secular saints. Museums in Washington D.C. display relics
associated with the assassination of Abraham Lincoln: blood stained gloves he
carried on the night of his murder, pieces of his skull removed during the autopsy, the lead bullet which killed him. On your computer, eBay will sell you
sacred relics: for sale recently were locks of Elvis’ hair and even a porcelain
crown from one of his teeth! I have seen brochures in funeral homes offering
for sale necklaces with small crystal vials in which you can place some of the
cremated remains of a loved one.
As miracles were performed through the relics of the Holy Prophet Elisha,
miracles take place today at the shrines containing the relics of saints. Among
the most popular and well known places for miraculous healings are the relics
of St. Nectarios on the Greek Island of Aegina, the relics of St. Nicholas in Bari,
Italy, and here in America, the relics of St. John the Wonderworker in San
Francisco.

American Orthodox Shrines/Reliquaries
ST. HERMAN OF ALASKA
Holy Resurrection Church
Kodiak, Alaska

Kopynivci, Kal’nik, Chopivcy, Andrijivka, Benedykivic, Ivanica, Novy
Davykovo, Velyki Luchky, Brid and Irshava. Property was purchased on the
corner of Sixth Street and Marne Avenue and a wood frame church was constructed which served the parish until 1960. In 1962 His Grace, Bishop
Orestes solemnly consecrated the parish’s new golden-domed temple which
serves the parish till today.
During its history, the parish endured two unfortunate schisms: one in 1915
which resulted in the formation of the Nativity of the Theotokos Church and
another more serious one in 1964. This second schism began when the parish
priest at that time attempted to place the parish under the authority of the
Pope of Rome. After a two-year court battle the majority of the congregation
which wished to remain Orthodox prevailed and peace returned to the parish.
Active Junior and Senior ACRY chapters were formed, a new rectory was built,
new altars and iconostas were added. As the parish received new stability, vitality and growth, much of the credit must be assigned to its energetic young
pastor, Father David Smoley who ministered in Monongahela for 28 years.
Along with its sister church of St. Nicholas in nearby Jacobs Creek, the two
parishes continue their ministry in the Mon Valley with ACRY chapters, Sunday School classes, Youth Choir and Bible Study. St. Nicholas is the home
parish of Pani Ann (Popovich) Yurcisin, of blessed memory, Pani Jodi (Hann)
Moriak, and Sister Agatha (Stephanie Cosgrove) a nun at Panaghia
Olympiatissa Monastery in Greece.

ST. JOHN (MAXIMOVITCH) THE WONDERWORKER
Holy Virgin Cathedral
Geary Boulevard
San Francisco
ST. ALEXIS TOTH OF WILKES-BARRE
St. Tikhon’s Monastery
South Canaan, Pa.
ST. RAPHAEL OF BROOKLYN
Antiochian Village
Ligonier, Pa.
Very Rev. Father Edward Pehanich

Official
Notice

Pictured are the concelebrating clergy who were present for the Centennial Diving Liturgy at St. Nicholas
Church in Monongahela, PA.

with the blessing of His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios,
Locum Tenens of the Diocese

Ordinations
FATHER KENNETH ELLIS, ordained to the Priesthood by Archbishop
Antony of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA on October 8 in
St. John Church of Perth Amboy, NJ

Assignments
FATHER KENNETH ELLIS, supply priest for the Eastern Seaboard parishes,
and temporarily assigned as Priest-in-Charge of Holy Ghost Church,
Manville, NJ, effective October 16.
Archon Dal Cosgrove served as toastmaster for the Centennial Grand Banquet.
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Archdiocese & NY Port Authority
Reach Agreement on Rebuilding of St.
Nicholas Church at Ground Zero

NEW YORK, NY -- The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America announced in Friday, October 14, 2011, that an agreement was reached with
the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey regarding the rebuilding of St.
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church, which was destroyed in the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo invited Archbishop Demetrios and the
Hierarchs of the Holy Eparchial Synod of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America, together with leadership of the St. Nicholas Parish and the Archdiocesan Council, to his New York City office for the official signing of the
agreement by Archdiocesan Council Vice-Chairman Michael Jaharis and Port
Authority Executive Director Chris Ward. Archbishop Demetrios and Governor Cuomo signed as the formal witnesses to the agreement.
Archbishop Demetrios expressed particular praise for Governor Cuomo and
said, “We are grateful to our esteemed Governor and precious friend Andrew
Cuomo for bringing to reality the dream we have nourished for ten long years.
St. Nicholas Church, rising again with the help of God at Ground Zero where it stood spiritually important for 85 years, is an affirmation of the significance of religious freedom and experience for all New Yorkers and all Americans. The covenant stands firm. We will again light many candles in the new
St. Nicholas Church and remember those who were lost to us, and those heroes who so nobly sacrificed their lives. Our pledge is to be a witness for all
New Yorkers, that freedom of conscience and the fundamental human right
of free religious expression will always shine forth in the resurrected St.
Nicholas Church.” The Archbishop also expressed deep appreciation to
Michael Jaharis and Dennis Mehiel and the other members of the joint committee who had labored so diligently to accomplish this historic agreement.
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo said, “We lost St. Nicholas Church in the destruction of September 11 and for too long its future has been uncertain. Rebuilding St. Nicholas Church, with a nondenominational bereavement center,
is not just good news for the Greek Orthodox community, but for all New
Yorkers. With this agreement, we are continuing New York’s collective healing,
restoration, and resurgence. Now we are finally returning this treasured place
of reflection to where it belongs.”
According to the Port Authority Press Release, “The agreement … permits the
rebuilding of the Church with a nondenominational bereavement center at
the east end of Liberty Park, at 130 Liberty Street. The agreement follows a
four-month independent engineering study commissioned by the Port Authority and the Archdiocese, which found that the Church could be built on
the site with minor modifications to the original plan and with no impact on
the World Trade Center construction schedule.”
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-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

God of the living and not of the dead. Icons remind us we are part of a larger
body, that we have an inheritance, a share in Him and the fullness of His gifts.
His Image in us lacks for nothing if we have faith.
However this God of the living has been throughout history, and is especially
today, under full scale attack. Unassailable in Himself it is His creation and
especially the reality of His Image in us that is in multiple ways targeted. The
attack is upon our awareness and belief in being, all of us, created in this Image.
Losing this direct sense we quickly misplace any foundation for and recognition of the most basic human rights and values. False beliefs take from us respect for the inherent and inviolable dignity of each and every person. Devoid
of the recognition of God’s Image we lose any underpinning for conscience,
and for our access to the Truth beyond the relative, private, and temporally useful. Creation itself becomes the finite god, and man devoid of the possibility
of grace is made prisoner to powers and principalities beyond his understanding.
In those who lack implicit awareness of the Image of God human beings come
easily to be seen as beasts to be herded and managed, as resources and products for sale -- numbered among other objects to be used and discarded. Man
without a personal God, and a personal and immediate faith in and sense of
God, is quickly transformed into a point in a matrix, an animal among animals -- to be controlled and culled as necessary. Abortion and “mercy killing”
become justifiable, as does torture, and the use of remote controlled killer
drones bombing cities, hospitals, and other civilian targets in unending, evil,
and senseless wars. Life is cheapened, and man is himself now a product to
be hybridized and genetically manipulated. Here, upon and within man, there
is being projected an altogether different image - a figure cut from an unGodly pattern, a beast lacking in humanity, in conscience, and in grace.
At the core of our faith is the knowledge that man, all men and women, are
created in the Image of God. At the core of our faith is the knowledge that
Jesus Christ, God of God and Light of Light, came to live among us as a man
among men. For us recognition and response is made possible through the
Image we share with Him. While icons cannot depict this Image directly,
they can and do serve to remind and illuminate the aura of dignity, beauty, and
inalienable worth which pertains to humankind. All of us are called to live as
witnesses, martyrs, and saints within the larger glorified Body of the Resurrected Christ. The icon serves to bring this awareness home. In this remembrance we come to recognize the face of Christ in one another. Icons
bring home to us that with all the saints, and with all humanity, we are brothers. As we do unto the least we do unto Christ. The murdering of our brothers, the murdering of children in abortion and civilians in foreign wars, are
actions which displace and disfigure the Icon, Image, and memory of Christ.
Icons remind us of what we stand for, and of who we stand with.
Fr. Thomas Klein

Archbishop Demetrios Meets With
Diocesan Consistory
NEW YORK – His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America met yesterday (Oct 4, 2011) with the Consistory of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese of the Ecumenical Patriarchate at the Archdiocese
Headquarters in New York City. The Consistory requested the meeting from
the Archbishop who is the Locum Tenens for the Diocese since the passing of
the late Metropolitan Nicholas earlier this year. The members are Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, Chancellor; Protopresbyter Michael S. Rosco, Vice
Chancellor; Protopresbyter Ronald A. Hazuda; Protopresbyter Michael
Polanichka; Protopresbyter Lawrence R. Barriger; Protopresbyter Mark Leasure, and Protopresbyter Kenneth Bachofsky. Protopresbyter Mark Arey of the
Department of Inter-Orthodox Relations, was also present in the meeting.
Following the meeting, the Consistory attended a luncheon hosted by the
Archbishop.
This meeting is the second of its kind since the repose of the late Metropolitan. Among the items for discussion were the following: the search for a new
presiding bishop for the Diocese, administrative issues affecting various
parishes, and representation of the Diocese at the celebrations at the Ecumenical Patriarchate in honor of His All Holiness’s 20th Anniversary of election and enthronement as Archbishop of Constantinople, New Rome and
Ecumenical Patriarch. Archbishop Demetrios thanked the Consistory for their
offering of stable, decisive stewardship during this season of “widowhood” of
the Diocese. The Archbishop also offered a substantial contribution to the two
Carpatho-Russian parishes affected by the recent floods in New Jersey. For
their part, the clergy of the Consistory expressed their gratitude to the Archbishop for his leadership, generosity and pastoral care for the Diocese.
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Residence Ground-Breaking at Camp
Nazareth

MERCER, PA -- On Friday, October 7, 2011, a groundbreaking ceremony
was celebrated at the Camp Nazareth for the construction of an addition to the
Camp Director’s residence. Very Reverend Protopresbyter Kenneth Bachofsky, Camp Overseer, presided at the brief prayer service on behalf of the Diocese. Very Reverend Stephen Loposky, Camp Nazareth Administrator, together
with Pani Daria Loposky and their children, Samuel, Joshua, Nicholas and
Anna, joined Fr. Ken for the service.
The prayers of the service reminded those present that “Unless the Lord builds
the house, those who build it labor in vain” taken from the line in the Psalms
that we are familiar with hearing during the beautiful Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts. Though brief, the service began the residence addition project in
the right way, calling upon God to bless this endeavor.
It was touching to hear and see the Loposky family sing the responses during
the prayers, and then to also see each have a chance to overturn the ground
with the ceremonial shovel. The ground upon which the addition will be built
has now been blessed. The prayer is that in everything at Camp the foundation on which we build would be Christ Himself.
The project itself will roughly double the size of the existing residence. Originally the residence was to house a caretaker for the Camp property and was
constructed as an apartment. It has been home to 6 different directors and
their families since that time. The Diocesan Consistory and Trustees, together
with +His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas now of blessed memory, recognized that this addition project was long overdue and began the preliminary
work on it about a year ago. Now the ground is ready to be excavated. It is an
exciting time at Camp. Diocesan faithful will be able to see the project as it
progresses by looking at pictures of it on our Diocesan and Camp websites.
Diocesan faithful are also asked to pray that God would bless this endeavor and
those involved in it.
-Editorial, cont’d from page 2
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Deacon Kenneth Ellis Ordained to
the Holy Priesthood

“The Grace Divine which fills that which is imperfect...” Archbishop Antony offers the prayer of ordination.

PERTH AMBOY, NEW JERSEY – On Saturday, October 8th, with the blessing of His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios, Locum Tenens of the CarpathoRussian Orthodox Diocese, His Eminence, Archbishop Antony ordained
Deacon Kenneth Ellis to the Holy Priesthood. The ordination took place during the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy at St. John the Baptist Church in Perth
Amboy, where Protopresbyter Michael Rosco is Pastor. A number of clergy
from the New Jersey Deanery of the Carpatho-Russian Diocese as well as the
Orthodox Church in America (OCA) joined the Archbishop in celebrating
the Holy Liturgy. Several seminarians from St. Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox
Seminary also assisted at the service. Some 200 faithful were in attendance.
The St. John the Baptist Church Choir, under the direction of Mr. George
Hanas, beautifully sang the responses to the Hierarchical Liturgy. Upon entering the church, Archbishop Antony was first greeted by children of the
parish with flowers and the singing of “You Have Entered, O Archpriest.” Dr.
Stephen Skokan presented him with the traditional gifts of bread and salt, and
Father Rosco welcomed him in behalf of the Diocese with the hand cross. In
his Archpastoral Homily, the Archbishop reminded those in attendance that
a priest is called to a life of service, and that everyone to whom he ministers
shares in this special calling. He offered a special prayer for Pani Cindy Ellis,
reminding those present that in many ways, the life of a Pani can be very difficult as she shares the burdens of her husband’s labors. A luncheon in honor
of the newly-ordained priest followed in the Church Hall. Father Kenneth
will serve as a supply priest for the Carpatho-Russian Diocese, with his initial
assignment being temporarily Priest-in-Charge at Holy Ghost Church in
Manville, New Jersey.

to make a long-term commitment—some might think doing 30 days in jail
might be a better option.
It is important that we understand the intent of what the leaders of Bay Minnette have in mind with this program. They are hoping that this lengthy period of going to church will serve as a time of rehabilitation for each offender.
They are hoping that this will give them the opportunity to make a new beginning with their lives, and that they will start to see themselves in a different light. Now here is a question to ponder: just imagine if such a person
started going to an Orthodox Church. What would he or she be exposed to
in that year? Well…they would see the entire life of Christ unfold. They would
hear a goodly amount of epistle and gospel lessons and sermons—all of which
would bring to life the teachings of Christ and His Church. They would see
the grace of God at work in the Sacraments. They would worship and interact with other believers.
So after a year, would an offender be changed and rehabilitated? The answer
would really lie within the heart of that particular person. Coming to church
every Sunday, of itself, is not going to make you a better person—no matter
whom you are. We all must come to church with a receptive attitude—in other
words, we must be willing to listen and to learn. We can’t just “put in our
time” Sunday after Sunday, as if we were in a jail cell! We have to apply what
we have learned and put our faith into action when we go back to our daily
lives.
The concept that they are putting into motion in Bay Minnette, Alabama is
certainly a good one. Let us pray that it works out—as we should also pray that
all of us will allow the Church to change and make a difference in all of our
lives.
The newly-ordained priest, Father Kenneth Ellis, is shown with his ordaining bishop, His Eminence, ArchProtopresbyter Michael Rosco bishop Antony of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA.
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Wonderworking Iveron Icon of the Theotokos Visits Diocesan Parishes
JOHNSTOWN, PA -- On Saturday
October 8, 2011 Christ the Saviour
Cathedral was blessed with the visitation of the Myrrhstreaming Hawaii
Iveron Icon of the Mother of God
which is presently travelling to Diocesan and other Orthodox Parishes
throughout the U.S.
The icon, upon its arrival in Johnstown at 4:30 pm, was met by Very
Rev. Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro,
Cathedral Dean in the Narthex of
Cathedral Church, where it was led in
procession to a special place of honor
on the Tetrapod. A Moleben to the
Most Holy Mother of God was immediately served by Fr. Miloro assisted
by Cathedral and Deanery Clergy.
During and following the Moleben
Service scores of faithful came forward
to be annointed with the tears from
the icon and asking the intercession of
the Mother of God for their individual needs.
Following the 6:00 pm celebration of
Great Vespers, the faithful took leave
of the icon which continued its journey to other Churches. All present
were filled with great joy and peace,
grateful to God that they were able to
experience this holy wonder.
Other Diocesan parishes that were
blessed by the visitation of the miraculous icon inluded: Holy Trinity
Church, Danbury, CT, St. Michael’s Church, St. Clair, PA, St. George’s
Church, Taylor, PA, and St. John’s Church, Perth Amboy, NJ.
This was the second visitation of the Myrrhstreaming Hawaii Iveron Icon to
Christ the Saviour Cathedral, which was graced with its presence a year prior.
Following is the written testimony of Reader Nectarios in whose home the
icon began streaming myrrh, and to whom guardianship of the icon has been
entrusted.

ovin, gifted it to me for my Name’s
Day [in 1997]. He said he purchased
it at a church bookstore in Toronto
when the parish in which he had
grown up celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of its founding. The icons
from Sofrino have a distinctive style
with a beautiful silk-screen riza (or
oklad in Russian, Pokamiso in Greek)
built into the icon. This is done so
that those who cannot afford beautiful
and very expensive icons can have
something equally beautiful from
Sofrino for less.
2)

The second icon is a handpainted icon in the shape of a
Cross, with the image of Our
Lord’s crucifixion in the traditional Byzantine style of iconography. A Greek monk from the
Holy Mountain Athos painted
it. It is roughly 8 x 11 inches and
approximately 1 1/2 inches
thick. I purchased a set of two
near identical Cross icons and
gave one to my father as a gift; I
kept the other.
Before I relate to you the full story of
the icons, let me say how it all began...

O

ver three months ago, sometime
around May, June or July of
2007, my wife and I noticed a hint of
the scent of roses in the area surrounding our icon corner in our home chapel.
Something made us look at our Cross icon of Christ (located behind our family reliquary), we noticed a small bead of liquid around the side wound on the
image of the Christ, where the “soldier pierced His side with a lance”. The liquid smelled very sweet, like myrrh. My experience with myrrh is quite limited,
my only contact being a cotton ball soaked with myrrh from the Montreal
Myrrh-streaming Iveron Icon and several cotton balls of myrrh from the
Myrrh-streaming St. Nicholas Icon. We told no one of this and proceeded to
“keep an eye” on the icon for any new developments or any possible continn humility and with extreme trepidation, I will attempt to relate to you uation of the “streaming”. The bead of myrrh eventually dried out and we
what actually occurred before rumors spread, evolve, and eventually become eventually forgot about it.
untruths. Many have asked me to explain the events that have taken place in
Now on to the most recent developments in my story …
recent weeks regarding the two myrrh-streaming icons at the Holy Theotokos
uring the last week of September
of Iveron Russian Orthodox Church
I began to notice an unbelievin Honolulu, Hawaii. It has been hard
ably strong smell of myrrh, at home,
to put into words the recent events
in my car, even at work. I couldn’t exthat have taken over my life. I can’t
plain it. Was it all in my head? I asked
imagine how others would have remy wife and she said she didn’t smell
acted if they were in my shoes, God
anything. I spoke with several other
only knows. I pray God will guide me,
people who visited our home, and
and my family, to do and say things
they too said they didn’t smell anythat are not contrary to His Will. I
thing. (One of these people was our
will attempt to tell the story of how
Serbian Orthodox kuma – she, too,
these humble icons came into my life
couldn’t smell anything.) I was conand how they changed it. Everything
vinced it was all in my imagination.
I write here is true.
This was on September 27th, the feast
of the Exaltation of the Cross.
The icons in question are two:
Then in the first week of October, my
1) One is a mounted-print made, I
wife and I were extremely ill and
believe, at the Sofrino Church
missed Vespers that night. We don’t
factory near Moscow. It is an
miss too many of the church’s divine
exact copy of the Montreal
services, so we did take notice of the
Myrrh-streaming Iveron Icon of
date, October 6th (Feast day of the
the Holy Theotokos; this was the
Conception of St. John the Baptist).
icon cared for by Blessed Martyr
Around 10:30 p. m. that night, I was
Brother José Muñoz. It is a small
working in my office, which also douicon, roughly 7 x 9 inches and
bles as our home chapel where our
approximately one inch thick.
icon corner is located. My cat walked
My parish priest, Fr. Anatole Ly- Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro led the Clergy and Faithful of the Johnstown, PA area in praying

I

D

the Moleben to the Mother of God.

-cont’d on page 9
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didn’t realize that the icons were actuinto the office and began to sniff
ally streaming as we were cleaning.
around as if he smelled something. I
(They don’t stream continuously.)
did not smell anything. He proceeded
She venerated the Cross and kissed the
to walk toward the area were our famfeet of Our Lord. She got a nice helpily reliquaries are kept. I thought this
ing of myrrh in her mouth. Like the
was strange since he would never go
doubting Apostle Thomas who put his
near the reliquaries; amazingly somefingers in Christ’s Hands and Side, she
thing always stopped him, and he’s a
put her mouth right in the myrrh,
nosy cat. Yet this time he stood on his
where myrrh wasn’t supposed to be! I
hind legs and sniffed around, I assume
couldn’t help but laugh.
in order to figure out what the smell
The next day, Sunday October 14th,
was. I still didn’t smell anything. I prowas the Feast of the Protection of the
ceeded to pick him up and then I noMother of God, and Fr. Anatole reticed the scent. It was so strong, even
vealed the icons to the people. The
overwhelming. Never have I smelled
icons streamed quite heavily; there was
anything like that in my life. I couldenough myrrh for everyone. They
n’t explain why I hadn’t smelled it behave continued streaming ever since.
fore. It was like a thousand roses had
Many have come to see the icons,
fallen into the room. I crossed myself
Russians, Greeks, Serbs, Roman
and guarded myself with the Jesus Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro led the Clergy and Faithful of the Johnstown, PA area in praying Catholics, Protestants. All who apthe Moleben to the Mother of God.
Prayer. I put the cat down and proproach the icons feel the Grace of
ceeded to look at the icons. I admit I was afraid to look at the icons near the God! There have been days when the icons have been completely dry, while
reliquaries. I finally came to the icon of the Cross and noticed that the bead on other days they are covered in myrrh. Yet whether they stream or not, they
of myrrh by the side-wound of Christ was still dry, for a split second I regained continuously give off an extremely strong scent of roses. It is truly a great mirsome composure, even as the smell of roses was getting stronger. I then looked acle!
down and my hand was wet -- it was myrrh. How did it get there? The icon
was dry? Or was it? I then noticed that the left knee of the image of Our
Rdr. Nectary
Lord was forming a bead of myrrh right before my eyes. I then called out to
my wife. She came running, and when I asked her if she had spilled anything
(December 2007)
on the icons, she said no. She hadn’t gone near them. I showed her the icon.
She was in shock. I told her the smell is too strong. Help me look at the other
UPDATE: August 2011
icons. So she did. In my office I have two bookshelves, at the top of them are
icons. We have many icons, maybe too many. I stood on my toes to reach for
n June of 2008, the “Hawaiian” Myrrh-streaming Iveron Icon was officially
the icons at the top of my bookshelves. My wife did the same. Finally I grabbed
recognized by the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia as miraculous
the icon of Iveron given to me by Fr. Anatole. It was completely wet. And then and worthy of veneration, and was given the blessing to travel to the various
the smell got even stronger. Even my wife could smell it. For those of you who churches and monasteries of Holy Orthodoxy. The original “owner” of the
don’t know my wife, her sense of smell is very limited; she is only capable of Icon, Reader Nectarios, was charged by the Russian Orthodox Church to be
smelling citrus scents. We were afraid. We asked one another if we cleaned Her guardian, and provide for the safety and care of this Wonderworking Icon
or anointed the icons recently, and both of us said ‘no’. ‘What is going on?’ I of Christ’s Holy Church.
asked. I put the icons back where they were; we took a few pictures with our By the Grace of God, the Holy Cross has slowly ceased to continuously stream
digital camera. Then I said an Akathist to the Mother of God in honor of her Myrrh as it once did, now doing so on certain occasions throughout the year,
Iveron Icon and went to bed, or at least tried to.
Pascha being the most recent. What is comforting to the faithful is the Holy
The next day, Sunday October 7th, after much debate, we left the icons at Cross still continuously provides a beautiful and pungent fragrance of roses,
home and went to church. After the Liturgy we spoke to our kuma, who in- whether it streams or not. While the “Hawaiian” Iveron Icon travels and
structed us to speak with the priest immediately. We told Fr. Anatole what brings the grace of the Mother of God to various places, the Holy Cross always
had happened. He listened patiently and said, ‘Bring the icons to church!’ We remains in Hawaii to provide for the protection and veneration of the faiththen arranged with the priest, to bring the icons to church the next Wednes- ful.
day, October 10th. Up until that Wednesday, the icons continued to stream. Since June of 2008, She has been to over 250 churches in America of all
I collected the myrrh on cotton and before them I said prayers for my sister (canonical) jurisdictions, and has been venerated by an estimated quarter of a
who was ill and for several other people. [Fr Anatole’s Note: The next day, his million people throughout the United States. In many cities, the holy Icon is
sister called her father to say that her doctor cannot explain it, but that her pan- taken from one parish to another, being shared by all the Orthodox clergy,
creas, which had completely stopped functioning had returned to its normal and in doing so, helping to establish relationships where none existed before,
state and that her diabetes was under control.]
and to strengthen and foster ties already made between the sister parishes. ReWe couldn’t wait until Wednesday.
quests have now been made for the Wonderworking Icon to be brought to
On Wednesday October 10th, we brought the icons to church and placed Russia, Greece, the Ukraine, South America, Canada, the Holy Land, Romathem on two analogia (lecterns) in the center of the church. Fr. Anatole in- nia, Georgia, Mount Athos, and Serbia.
spected them and wiped them down with cotton and proceeded to start the Numerous miracles have been attribservice of the Akathist Hymn of the Iveron Icon. After the service, the icons uted to the Theotokos through this
were wiped down again; they had streamed a little during the service. Fr. Ana- “humble little Icon”, accounts are only
tole confirmed to us that it is ‘definitely streaming myrrh’ and that it is ‘a very just being collected, and are indeed
pure myrrh’. The smell of roses filled the air. I asked him what we were to do? numerous. Physical and spiritual
He asked us to leave the icons in church for the time being. No one knew healings have included the healing of
about the icons; they were safe at church.
blindness and eye disease, cancer, deThe next Saturday, October 13th, just happened to be “clean the church day”. monic possession, paralysis, kidney
We were preparing our church for the upcoming feasts; our parish feast day disease, chronic pain, and debilitating
(November 24), Christmas, the Serbian bishop’s visit, etc. So my wife, myself viruses.
and another person were put in charge of cleaning. While we were cleaning Yet, wherever the holy Icon goes, the
the church we couldn’t take our eyes off the two myrrh-streaming icons, which Grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ and
slowly streamed while we were cleaning. The smell of roses was quite pun- His Holy Mother abound. People
gent. The icons seemed to exude a strong smell of roses. The Icon of the have commented that just being in the
Mother of God seems to smell more like ‘roses’ than the other icon. The Cross presence of this Icon, you feel such an
has a spicier smell to it. I can’t explain it. While we were cleaning the church, abundance of love and joy. It is truly
our kumovi, came to see the icons. Not many folks could wait for Vespers that indescribable. To quote Archbishop
evening. Our Kuma later remarked to me that she’s the ‘doubting Thomas’ Justinian of Naro-Fominsk (MP), “the Reader Nectarios relates the history of and miracles
and really couldn’t believe it until she saw it for herself. Understandable. She faithful need to see this Icon!”
associated with the wonderworking icon.
-Iveron Icon, cont’d from page 8
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Diocesan Flood Releif and
Memorial Gifts

May I Cut In..
Columbus Day Weekend 2011 at Camp Nazareth

JOHNSTOWN, PA--The Chancery has announced that to date, a total of
$51,008.02 has been raised for flood relief for St. John’s Church in Rahway,
NJ and for Holy Ghost Church in Manville, NJ. This includes collections
from parishes, a gift from Archbishop Demetrios, and a gift from the National
Sr. and Jr.A.C.R.Y. Additional funds are expected from a number of parishes
who have not forwarded their donations yet.
In addition, a total of $37,811.25 has been received in the form of gifts in
memory of our late + Metropolitan Nicholas. The Smisko Family has designated the Priests’ Pension Fund as the recipient of these memorials. The sincere thanks of the Diocese is extended to all those who have been so generous.

MERCER, PA--Over Columbus Day Weekend a special work crew arrived at
Camp Nazareth to spend a few days laboring to improve the Camp. They arrived on Friday and departed on Monday after tackling some necessary projects. The crew of 8 was organized by Deacon Jim Phifer of Holy Ghost
Orthodox Church, Phoenixville, PA. The crew came from near and far; from
Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey and Virginia. 7 parishes in 5 states
were represented as well as both our Diocese and the Greek Metropolis of
Pittsburgh. It was the start of what is hoped to be a series of work weekends
throughout the year at the Camp. In all it was, as one of the worker’s put it,
“Like a retreat with work; a working retreat.”
And that is exactly what it was. In short, the team of “retreat” participants
sanded and stained the entire back porch of the Lodge, cleaned every cabin,
scrubbed the Staff Lodge, finished the new St. Nectarios Shrine in the front
of the Church, cut down all the trees and shrubs in the residence front yard
in preparation for the residence addition, and cleared all the debris from that
portion of the Camp lawn. Whether they were “cutting in” before staining the
entire 1500 square feet of lodge porch, or whether they were shouting “timber” as the locust trees fell to the ground, the crew worked very hard for the
sake of our Camp. Stepping back to think about it, the crew realized how
much they had accomplished over the weekend, thanks be to God for everything. It really was a great work weekend in which several important improvements were made at the Camp.
More than that however, those who
came to the Camp (some of whom
had never been to the Camp before)
not only devoted their time and talents to work, but also to praying
morning prayers together, celebrating
the Divine Liturgy with one another
on Sunday, and enjoying each other’s
company and conversation until the
early morning hours. It was a work
“retreat” but each of the workers also
had opportunity to share and hear stories from other Orthodox parishes and
enjoy great fellowship in the quiet of
the off-season at Camp. Those stories
were often told at mealtimes. The
Camp provided 3 meals each day and
of course lodging for the workers. The
meals themselves were a time to rest, Deacon Jim Phifer, from Holy Ghost Parish in
but also a time to fellowship and share Phoenixville, PA, the organizer of the weekend “resome part of each other’s lives with treat” applies a fresh coat of stain to the deck of
the main lodge.
one another.
The Camp is grateful to all of the weekend’s workers. They included Rose
Greenawald, George Dahulich, Eleni Geanon, Dn. Jim Phifer, Harold Harrington, Richard Vislocky, Stephanie Betsa, and Phyllis Tarasovich. They did
excellent work and a lot of it. We hope that this event will encourage others
to organize work weekends (or weekdays) for the Camp. We will happily have
you “cut in” on the work that always needs to be done here. At first we thought
that with only a few workers, we wouldn’t get much done, but with just a few
much can be accomplished by the grace of God. We encourage parishes and
deaneries to follow this example. Get 1 person from each deanery parish, call
the Camp, set up a weekend to work, and come enjoy a work “retreat” with
one another. Alternately, send just a few from your local parish. We’ll treat
you right and the Camp will benefit from your time and energies. Feel free to
“cut in” anytime at Camp Nazareth.
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Volley Tournament
DANBURY, CT--Despite the inclement weather and the visit of Hurricane
Irene in the area that caused our tournament to be rescheduled from August
28 to September 24 2011, Holy Trinity held its Volley Tournament - a very
popular game amongst those of Hispanic descent. Our parish held our hopes
high and decided to keep our new date regardless of the bad weather predicted
for that Saturday.
The parish spent an afternoon full of fun and enjoyed the presence of all the
players and their families. We started off with the men’s games that consisted
of four teams of which Guapan Sporting Club was declared champion. The
women’s league also saw its champion, Cuenca Sporting Club.
In addition to the games, we also enjoyed delicious food of which the “kabobs”
or “pinchos” were the favorite of all. Our guests from all ages joined in all the
games, the sack race, musical chairs, etc and did whatever possible to win the
precious prize, the “pincho”.
JOHNSTOWN, PA--On Sunday, Sept 11, 2011, the tenth anniversary of the Without a doubt, it was a wonderful afternoon. It was nice to have all those
911 tragedy, the clergy and faithful of Christ the Saviour Cathedral offered new people: friends, relatives, acquaintances, and even those we never met beprayers on behalf of those who lost their lives and their loved ones who grieve
fore and be able to share our love with all of them.
their loss. Cathedral Dean is Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro.
We believe our mission to spend an afternoon in a Christian environment
with our brothers and sisters, was a success. Nevertheless, our parishioners
will continue to work hard to spread the word and make our Hispanic community realize that even though our church, Holy Trinity, is of Russian descent, everyone from any part of the world are invited to be part of this big
family. Pastor of Holy Trinity Church is Protopresbyter Luke Mihaly.

Music on the Mount

POTOMAC, MD--Fr. Peter Zarynow, pastor, gives the blessing to the Sunday
School students and teachers at the beginning of the academic year at Holy
Resurrection Church in Potomac, MD.

HOMER CITY, PA--Two boys recently received a blessing to serve at the altar
at Sainta Peter and Paul Church in Homer City. Front row (left to right) are
the two new altars boys, Maksym Conjelko and Jared Orsargos. Other servers
are (second row), Matthew Conjelko, Ryan Orsargos, and Brian Shumack.
Third row is Fr. Deacon Robert Conjelko, Fr. Matthew Conjelko, and Charley
Urchek. Special petitions were sung during the liturgy for vocations to the
priesthood, and a luncheon was served after the Divine Liturgy in celebration.

DANBURY, CT--The inaugural performance of Holy Trinity’s “Music on the
Mount” concert series featuring members of the chamber ensemble
Prometheus was an outstanding success. The musicians in this phenomenal
group performed in the perfect acoustics and sacred setting of Holy Trinity
Orthodox Church and provided a very special opportunity for all to hear and
experience their music. As members of the Danbury community for more
than 100 years, Holy Trinity Orthodox Church has been searching for a way
to reach out and give back something in return for the many good things it has
received. Blessed with a rich musical heritage, a classical music concert series
was a natural choice.
After several years of planning, the inaugural concert of the Music on the
Mount Concert Series took place on September 10, 2011. It was a monumental undertaking that was only successfully achieved through the generous
donations of time and talents from within the parish and the community, financial support from some area businesses and a small grant from the New
England Foundation of the Arts. The concert was almost a complete sell out.
By all accounts, it was a resounding success. Following the concert, there was
a reception where audience members had the opportunity to meet the artists
of Prometheus personally and ask questions of them regarding their music and
the performance. We look forward to their next concert.
A big thank you to the Concert Committee: Orestes Mihaly, Harry Fong,
Spiros Theodorides, Susan Sulich, Carolyn Kaiser, Amy Arifin and Nicholas
Mihaly who saw to the details of this exceptional production. Also to Orestes
and Katarina Mihaly, Elaine and Paul Toaso, Suzanne Molineaux, Paul Sulich,
Nicholas Huott, Vida Bundra, and everyone who stepped in and helped out
where they were needed.
Funded in part by the New England States Touring program of the New England Foundation for the Arts, made possible with funding from the National
Endowment for the Arts Regional Touring Program and the six New England
state arts agencies.
Fr. Luke Mihaly is the priest of Holy Trinity.
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DEEPEST SYMPATHIES
ARE EXPRESSED TO:
the family and friends of the
newly-departed servents of God:
+IRENE LOWERY
mother of Fr. Mark Lowery, associate pastor of our Holy Cross
Mission in Columbus, Ohio, who
fell-asleep-in-the-Lord on
Wednesday, October 12, 2011.
+READER DOUGLAS LANEY
of St. John the Baptist Church,
East Pittsburgh, PA, who fellasleep-in-the-Lord on Thursday,
October 6, 2011.
+DEACON WILLIAM FRIEDEL
of St. Michael’s Church, Youngstown, OH, who fell-asleep-in-theLord on Saturday, October 1, 2011.

Eternal Memory!

ENCLOSED IS MY CONTRIBUTION TO THE
DIOCESAN DONORS FUND FOR THE YEAR 2011:
Name: ________________________________
Address: _______________________________
City: ____________ State: _____ Zip: _______
Parish: ________________________________
Please make all checks payable to “2011 Distinguished Diocesan
Donors,” & send to:
Office of the Diocesan Treasurer
Diocesan Administration Building
312 Garfield
Johnstown, PA 15906

PERIODICAL

His Grace,
Bishop
John R. Martin
Consecrated
October 6, 1966
Entered Repose
September 30, 1984
May his memory
be eternal!

2011 OCF College Conference
Registration Now Open
BROOKLINE, MA--Registration for the 2011 College Conferences is now
open at events.ocf.net. The conferences will be held during Christmas Break
in three locations: St. Nicholas Ranch in Dunlap, Calif.; Antiochian Village
in Bolivar, Pa.; and the Diakonia Center in Salem, S.C., each centering on Orthodox Christian Fellowship’s (OCF) theme for the year - “Raise Me Above
This World’s Confusion.”
Annually, nearly 400 college students from across North America participate
in College Conference to learn and grow closer in their Orthodox Faith in an
exemplary display of pan-Orthodox fellowship. Each four-day conference includes a prominent keynote speaker, along with workshops led by clergy and
lay leaders who are experts in their related fields. Featured workshop topics
will include Understanding Orthodoxy, Comparative Religions, Practicing
Your Faith, Contemporary Issues in Orthodoxy, Dating and Personal Relationship, and Serving, defined as “Seeing God in Others.”
OCF College Conference’s are planned and executed by a committee of college students who desire to provide their peers with an enjoyable and edifying
experience.
“College Conference is a great opportunity for college students to take time
away from their busy academic and social lives and concentrate on developing their spiritual lives by learning from clergymen and great speakers, and by
engaging with other Orthodox students from across the country. This year’s
theme, ‘Raise Me Above This World’s Confusion,’ encourages discussion of
how to live in today’s society while living an Orthodox life,” says Tanya
Schillawski, College Conference East Coordinator and sophomore at Northeastern University.
“Following Christ’s example of taking time to retreat, OCF’s College Conference provides a place for Orthodox Christian college students to refresh their
worn down body and soul,” says John Mahfouz, Director of North American
Programs. “Students spend four days being nourished in a loving community
through edifying lectures and discussions, Church services, and exciting activities.”
A limited number of scholarships are available and offered, by each jurisdiction on a first-come, first-served basis.
For more information, call the North American Office at 1-800-919-1623. To
register, visit events.ocf.net.
COLLEGE CONFERENCE WEST
St. Nicholas Ranch - Dunlap, Calif.
December 27-30, 2011
Earlybird rate until Dec. 15: $215 - Regular: $240
Keynote speaker - Fr. Josiah Trenham, Pastor of St. Andrew Orthodox
Church, Riverside, Calif.
COLLEGE CONFERENCE EAST
Antiochian Village - Bolivar, Pa.
December 28-31, 2011
Earlybird rate until Dec. 15: $240 - Regular: $265
Keynote speaker - His Grace Bishop Michael Dahulich, Bishop of New York
and the Diocese of New York & New Jersey in the Orthodox Church in
America
COLLEGE CONFERENCE SOUTH
Diakonia Center - Salem, S.C.
December 28-31, 2011
Earlybird rate until Dec. 15: $210 - Regular: $235
Keynote speaker - Fr. Michael Nasser, Pastor of Holy Apostles Orthodox
Mission in Bowling Green, Ky.

