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Chancery Building Debt Retired
Diocese is Debt Free

JOHNSTOWN, PA--The Diocesan Consistory and Diocesan Board of
Trustees have announced the retiring of the Chancery Building debt that was
incurred in 1998. The announcement came from the office of the Chancellor, Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro.
Debt in the amount of $726,185.75 had been assumed by the Diocese with
the building of the new Diocesan Chancery. With the retiring of this mortgage in December, the Diocese is now debt-free. The mortgage retirement
was accelerated to 13 years repayment rather than a longer period of time
when the individual assessment was raised annually to $60 per person.
In the early 1990’s, the late Metropolitan Nicholas envisioned a chancery
building that would replace the cramped quarters occupied by staff for many
years on the lower level of the Bishop’s Residence. The late Bishop realized that
the day-to-day operation of the Diocese was severely hampered by the lack of
proper facilities. By 1995 the Bishop had turned his full attention to the building of a Chancery, and at the XVII Diocesan Council in White Haven, PA the
priests and lay delegates approved construction. Building design was awarded
to E.S. Jakubick and Associates of Cortland, Ohio. The Board of Trustees
awarded construction to Wilson Construction Company of Johnstown. Coincidentally, Wilson Construction was the company that built the Cathedral
in 1952. Construction on the Chancery began early July 1997 and was completed in March 1998. Chairman of the Diocesan Building Commission was
Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka. Groundbreaking ceremonies were led by
Archbishop Spyridon of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, and the building’s

cornerstone was placed by His All-Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew on November 16, 1997 during a visit to the Diocese, Cathedral and Seminary. In his remarks at the Cornerstone Placing, His All-Holiness hailed the construction and lauded the members of the Diocese for their
vision in undertaking the project: “This new edifice for the Chancery of the
Carpatho-Russian Diocese will not only be a center for administration, but a visible monument of the heavenly blessing of God upon all of you – the blessed
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox faithful. We pray the future course of this Diocese
may be blessed by our all-good God, unto the glory of His Name and for the progress
and the prosperity of all”.
The new building was blessed and dedicated on Tuesday evening, October 13,
1998 following a Vesperal Liturgy celebrating the Holyday of the Protection
of the Mother of God. Metropolitan Nicholas placed the Chancery under the
Protection of the Mother of God, and a magnificent icon of her Dormition
adorns the entranceway to the building. Metropolitan Nicholas was assisted
by Metropolitan Maximos of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh,
together with 40 Diocesan priests, accompanied by deacons, seminarians and
hundreds of faithful from around the Diocese. His Excellency, Bishop Joseph
Adamec of the Catholic Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown was a special guest.
Responses were sung in Plain Chant. A 50-voice choir also sang and was directed by Helen Spanovich, Cathedral Choir director.
An open house preceded the Vesperal Liturgy. Following the Liturgy, the
-cont’d on page 3
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Starting a New Life

A

fter blessing the parishioner’s
home, we had a chance to sit
down at the kitchen table a chat for
awhile. I really did not know much
about Michael, only that he was a devout Orthodox, raised a family and
had been coming to church regularly
for the past several weeks. Blessing
his home, meeting his family and having a chance to have a chat is a pastor’s dream scenario, for now I could
hopefully reinforce the bond that
brought him to our church in the first
place.
“So what type of work do you do
Michael?” “Well, Father, I am in the
security business. All types of security,
personal and property, domestic and
international.” Interested, I leaned
forward over the table and asked,
“How in the world did you wind up
in that business.” He plainly answered, “It was easy--I have a doctorate in molecular biology and the rest
just fell into place.”

A Shared
“Dream”

O

n Monday—January 16—our
nation paused to honor the
memory of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., the leader of the Civil Rights
Movement in the 1960s. Certainly
“Martin Luther King Day” cannot be
compared in magnitude to Christmas
and Easter—for most of us who are
not black, it probably hasn’t even
reached the status of Columbus Day.
Moreover, there are still some who
would argue vehemently that it
shouldn’t even be a holiday. I was a
teenager when Dr. King rose to
prominence in our country. So it
stands to reason that I should have
been very much aware of Dr. King’s
activities. I should have been…but I
wasn’t. I must confess that while I
lived through that turbulent time of
protest marches and demonstrations,
I knew very little about Dr. King and
the growing tensions and unrest in

the black community. I was white…I
was from a middle class family…I
lived in the suburbs in the North…I
attended schools that were racially
mixed and from what I could see,
there really were no equality issues
with the blacks I knew. I have no recollection of the 1963 March on
Washington DC and it wasn’t until
many years later that I even read the
famous “I have a Dream” speech Dr.
King delivered that day. I do remember his March from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama in 1965, but that is
largely because Archbishop Iakovos
joined Dr. King for this. When he
was gunned down on his motel balcony in Memphis, Tennessee in 1968,
I hardly gave it a passing thought.

This is a true story, and I am sure you
have all had similar conversations over
the years. We meet some people who
begin a new hobby and end up quitting their job and beginning their
own company. Others remain single
for years, live a questionable lifestyle,
and later become devoted husbands
and fathers; and enjoy every minute
of it. Everyone has their story and
sometimes the events seem incongruous and even improbable. Such is the
life of all of us to some extent or another. The only difference is how
much we are willing to open ourselves
to new possibilities in life and, more
importantly, how much are we willing to open ourselves to the mysterious wonder of God’s grace.

This mystery of how God’s grace
moves the lives of people is one that
has confounded mankind for generations. Even Israel was bewildered by
how the most incongruous events,
how the most unlikely people and
how the best efforts of man, are made
right, given the needed abilities and
Today people still have mixed feelings ordained with God’s blessing. God
about Dr. Martin Luther King. He had to teach Israel that only in His
was human like all of us, which grace can they achieve anything as a
means, like all of us, he had character people, a religion and as a nation.
-cont’d on page 7

God choose Moses, a man who stuttered, to convince Pharaoh that he
should release God’s people from
bondage. God choose Gideon to lead
an army against the Midianites, but
only after He had pared down the Israelite army to the bare minimum of
soldiers. There are many examples of
this in the history of Israel and conveyed to us in the Old Testament.
It doesn’t stop there, however. In the
New Testament Christ chose fishermen to be His followers and to adapt
a new life--becoming fishers of men.
God also chose one of the fiercest persecutors of the Church, Saul, to become one of the prime Apostles. It
was this Apostle Paul who would later
learn an important lesson in his relationship with God, and he shared it
with us most eloquently in his Second
Letter to the Corinthians, “My grace
is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness” (12:9).
When we respond to God’s grace in
our lives, we must do so in all humility and openness of heart. This is the
only way that God can change us,
transfigure us, and make us new.
This is the way our Holy Orthodox
Church leads us into the Great
Lenten Fast. Our participation in the
life of God is made manifest and
comes alive by our participation in
the life of the Church. The Church
leads us, instructs us and teaches us so
that we would become the holy person God intended us to become;
however, we can only accomplish this
by our participation in God’s grace.
The church sets before us during this
time of the year a very important
Gospel reading, that of Zacchaeus
the tax collector. In this Gospel reading we find the elements that are
needed for us to renew our lives in
Christ.
Zacchaeus was an outcast; he was a
tax collector, and a dishonest one at
that. He was looked down upon by
his superiors and shunned by his
peers. No one wanted anything to do
with him. His life was one of solitude
and desperation; he had paid a great
price for any financial security he had
achieved. There was only one person
-cont’d on page 7
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-Chancery Building, cont’d from page 1

clergy and faithful were led by the bishops to the outside main doors of the
Chancery where the blessing service began.
The last part of the evening was enjoyed at a banquet in Christ the Saviour Educational Center. A Dedication Journal was distributed.
The Chancery entranceway has since been decorated with beautiful murals by
iconographer Father Theodore Jurewicz. Icons of the Dormition and Saints
Cyril and Methodios, patron saints of the Carpatho-Russian people, are surrounded by hand-scrolled names of benefactors of the project. Also inscribed
on the entranceway walls are the names of deceased bishops, priests and panis
of the Diocese.
The Chancery features offices for the Diocesan bishop and chancellor; receptionist’s office; finance offices; reception area; library; Board of Trustees meeting room, and fully functional kitchen. The building is directly attached to
the Bishop’s Residence.
In an October 18, 1998 issue of The Church Messenger, the late Metropolitan Nicholas wrote in an Episcopal Reflection:
“The Chancery is the ‘nerve center’ of the Diocese. All the day-to-day activities of
the Diocese on a corporate level unfold there. It is in the Chancery that the normal financial business of the Diocese is transacted. Records are kept in a modern,
efficient manner. In this age of computer technology, the Chancery is instantly
kept abreast of all the latest events that may affect the Orthodox Church in general, and our Diocese in particular. The Chancery is a place to meet and receive
civic and religious dignitaries. It is a place where the Bishop meets with his Consistory and Board of Trustees to chart new courses for Diocesan Apostolates and endeavors”.
And so it is. To all who have helped close this financial chapter in the life of
the Diocese, may the Lord give His peace.

Official
Notice
with the blessing of His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios,
Locum Tenens of the Diocese

Clergy Transfers
VERY REV. PROTOPRESBYTER MARK LEASURE, relieved of his temporary
responsibilities as Interim Pastor of St. Nicholas Church, Scranton, PA,
effective January 1, 2012.
VERY REV. NICHOLAS FERENCZ, relieved of his responsibilities as Prefect
of Christ the Saviour Seminary and Pastor of St. Stephen Church, Latrobe, PA, and assigned as Pastor of St. Nicholas Church, Scranton, PA
effective January 1, 2012.
REV. MICHAEL RUSTICK, relieved of his responsibilities to St. James Mission, Farmville, VA and assigned as Pastor of St. Stephen Church, Latrobe, PA, effective January 1, 2012.

Parish Closings

Office of the Chancellor
312 Garfield Street
Johnstown, Pennsylvania
TO: The Reverend Clergy and the Parish Councils
RE: Clergy Salaries
Glory to Jesus Christ!
Reverend and dear Fathers and Council Members:
As you will recall, at the XXI Diocesan Council/Sobor, delegates
overwhelmingly approved an increase in clergy salaries. The exact
proposal reads:
“It is proposed that we retain the minimum salary scale, and effective January 2010, adjust the scale up in order to incorporate the
Cost of Living Adjustment as determined by the U.S. Bureau of
labor and Statistics Consumer Price Index (C.P.I.). The COLA increase will be permanent and will be effective each subsequent year”.
The vote which followed (and per the instructions of the late Metropolitan Nicholas included only lay delegates) overwhelmingly
passed, 75 in favor and 2 in opposition. As such, it was binding and
became law immediately. The decision cannot be overruled by the
local parish.
Diocesan Treasurer, Protopresbyter Ronald A. Hazuda, has provided
the current C.P.I. as 3.5%. Every parish is to adjust the pastor’s salary
for calendar year 2012 by a 3.5% increase.
Trusting that your parish will respond accordingly, and with the
blessing of His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios, Locum Tenens,
and with kind regards in behalf of the Diocesan Consistory, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro
Chancellor

St. James Mission, Farmville, VA, effective immediately.

OCF Board of Directors Holds Fall
Meeting
Brookline, MA -- The Orthodox Christian Fellowship [OCF] Board of Directors held its fall meeting December 1-2, 2011, at its new North American
Office, headquartered at Hellenic College here.
A major focus of the meeting was a proposed restructuring of the chaplain
and student leadership structure of OCF. OCF’s North American Chaplain,
Father Michael Nasser explained, “Recognizing a need for enhanced communication and support between the local chapters of OCF and the North American Office, we are developing a new tiered structure that will facilitate a more
effective ministry to college students. The new vision utilizes students, clergy
chaplains, lay coordinators, and college faculty on district and regional levels
to implement OCF resources and programs, which in turn will strengthen the
efforts of the local chapters.”
With the full support of the Board, Father Michael and the OCF staff will
continue to gather input on this comprehensive design by hosting several informational meetings in the coming months, with the hope of piloting the
model in September 2012.
In the process of reevaluating OCF’s organizational framework and the Board’s
exploration of new administrative structures, Executive Director, Jennifer
Nahas and North Carolina Triangle Director, John Stonestreet completed a
comprehensive review of OCF’s activities in the region. Ultimately, it was decided to suspend the specialized NC Triangle program. However, local chapters will continue to function in the area. Mr. Stonestreet has been a faithful
servant to campus ministry, and we thank him for his years of dedication to
the college students of the NC Triangle.
The board enthusiastically approved the development of an OCF Alumni Network. This new effort, spearheaded by Michael Andrzejewski, a 2011 OCF
graduate from the University of Connecticut, will investigate ways for OCF
alumni to support campus ministry. The Alumni Network will begin its work
in early 2012.
Father Mark Leondis, OCF Board Chairman, thanked the students, staff and
board members for their tireless work. He remarked, “OCF’s stability as an organization is a direct result of the efforts of its students, clergy, and lay leaders, and we look forward to growing our Board in order to continue serving
the needs of Orthodox college students.”
Board nominations are currently open and recommendations for membership
should be directed to the North American Office.
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Important Information for Camp
Nazareth--Summer 2012

Camp Nazareth is eagerly awaiting and preparing for the arrival of the Summer Camping Season. Diocesan priests and parents have already been calling
to find out the details of the 2012 Summer Camping Schedule. The 2012
Schedule has been posted on the Camp’s website – www.campnazareth.org. In
addition, all the necessary forms for parents, campers, clergy, volunteers and
staff have been posted. We ask you to help us disseminate this information in
your parishes.
Here is what is different from previous years in this information:
1. There is NEW and IMPORTANT information in the
Camper/Parent Information Guide for them to know. This is especially true in the Packing For Camp section.
2. As last year there is also a new form online called the Media Consent Form which must be filled out for each camper.
3. There is a new form online called Dress Code Policy which must
be signed by the campers and their parents.
4. In addition, there is an article on the Camp website dealing with
homesickness with tips to parents for preparing their kids (and
themselves) for Camp.
5. The Fee for Camp has remained the same: $270/diocesan camper
and $320/non-diocesan camper.
6. Please also note that as last year the Camp will not be sending out
hardcopies of the registration and application materials, unless
specifically requested. Again, all application materials are available
on the Camp Website (see the Registration Forms page). The
forms may be printed off by you or your campers. We are just
about ready to launch our online registration system. This is another step closer to the goal of being “greener” here at Camp. If,
however, you need the Camp to send you hardcopies of the application materials, please call or email me at 724-662-4840 or campnazareth@acrod.org.
7. Staff applications are due March 15th, 2012.
8. If any of your parishioners are interested in being on the Camp’s
Medical Staff (MD, RN or LPN required), please have them contact me at the Camp. Please also let your faithful know that the
Nurse or Doctor on staff each week will receive a campership for
one of their children or for someone whom they designate.
Remember that for some, coming to Camp is a last minute decision, but for
many more it is a planned and highly anticipated event. As you have in the
past, please begin to talk to your parents and parish children about Camp.
Encourage them to “come and see” the blessings in store for them here. Show
them the Camp DVD entitled Camp Nazareth: Your Journey Starts Here!
While some children need no encouragement to attend Camp, there are others who do need encouragement and support. Please offer them both as you
help us disseminate this information.
Finally, please encourage those who are of age (at least 18 by the beginning of
the Summer Season and have completed High School), to be part of the
Camp’s Summer Staff. There are positions available as counselor, head counselor, kitchen staff, maintenance staff, athletic director, program director, and
lifeguard. This is a wonderful opportunity for our youth to get involved in this
vital and meaningful diocesan apostolate, form lasting friendships, and use
their God-given talents for the benefit and upbuilding of our Church. The
link
for
staff
employment
opportunities
is
www.campnazareth.org/Forms&Registration.htm.
Remember also the following dates:
1.
Staff Applications are due March 15.
2.
Clergy and Volunteer Applications are due June 1.
3.
Camper Applications are due July 1.
If you have any questions, please call or email Father Stephen Loposky at 724662-4840 or campnazareth@acrod.org.

2012 Diocesan
Camping Schedule
WEEK 1 -- JULY 15-21, 2012
New England, New York, New Jersey, Florida and
Canada Deaneries
WEEK 2 -- JULY 22-28, 2012
Johnstown, Pocono, Southern Tier, Youngstown and
Chicago Deaneries
WEEK 3 – JULY 29-AUGUST 4, 2012
Pittsburgh, Mid-Atlantic, Tri-State and Washington,
D.C. Deaneries

Fr. Elijah Bremer, pastor of Nativity of the Mother of God Orthodox
Church
in
Jenners,
Pennsylvania, has released his first
academic publication, a history
book titled The Great Chance:
James B. Neale & Anthracite’s Forgotten Experiment. Applying the
Blessed Augustine’s theory of historical progression, Father Elijah
utilizes the story of a twentieth century industrialist (James Neale),
and his model company town
(Buck Run, Pa.), to “redeem the
time” and recover a workable, Orthodox perspective on twentieth
century mining history. Armed
with degrees in History, English, Philosophy, Education, and Theology,
Father conducted a seven year research process, and one, full year of
writing to bring this project to fruition. The research is entirely new,
tapping sources such as the National Archives, the Smithsonian Institution, Yale University, Philip’s Academy, and the Addison Gallery of
American Art.
Why coal mining history for a parish priest? The answer is simple: it’s
in the veins. Father is descended from Ukrainian immigrant miners,
some of whom worked for James Neale. In the photograph above, Father is holding his great-grandfather, Hrihory Brelik’s, pickaxe. Theology for this priest-professor is in everything, especially human history,
and even in labor relations. Well received by the people of Pennsylvania’s Southern Anthracite coal fields, a second volume, Sleepers, Awake!
Memories of a Village is already in progress. In addition to his pastoral
duties at St. Mary’s (fittingly, a coal patch church itself!), Father Elijah
is a regular, part-time adjunct instructor at Pennsylvania Highlands
Community College in Johnstown and Ebensburg, where he teaches
Religion, Civilization, History, and various Liberal Arts/Humanities.
To place an order, kindly e-mail Fr. Bremer at batushka_ilya@hotmail.com or phone him at 814.418.9182. Cost of the book is $15.85
plus postage.
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The Meeting of the Lord in the Temple (February 2/15)

A

Little background first. This Feast of the Lord commemorates when Jesus was brought to the Temple 40 days after his
birth. This Tradition of the Jewish people is continued in our
Orthodox Christian practice when families bring their children to the
Church for baptism, often on or near the 40th day. Now, back to the
story. In the temple that day was Saint Simeon who had been promised by God many, many years earlier that he would not see death
until he had first seen Christ. When Saint Simeon received Jesus into
his arms that day, he knew God had fulfilled His promise and Saint
Simeon blessed God and said:
“Lord now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to
Your word; For my eyes have seen Your salvation which you prepared
before the face of all peoples, a light to bring revelation the Gentiles,
and the glory of Your people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32).
This portion of scripture is sung at vespers and is called Saint Simeon’s
song.
Now, for something you can do! Some churches bless candles on this
feast day. Ask your parents if you could buy a candle to take home
or you could bring a candle to Church and ask your priest if he will
bless it for you. Then, take your candle home and remember how
Saint Simeon called Jesus “a light to enlighten the Gentiles”. Remembering his words, we can light the candle during our evening
prayers to remind us that Christ is the gentle and gladsome light that
has come into this world. Or as a family you make that evening’s dinner very special. You could place your candle in the middle of your
table and for the blessing you could pray the Feast Day Tropar:
“ You who have sanctified by Your Birth a virgin womb and fittingly
blessed the hands of Simeon. You have come O Christ our God and
on this day have saved us. Give peace to nations at war and
strengthen the Orthodox people whom you have loved, for You alone
love mankind.”
Or you could sing Saint Simeon’s Song! You can hear the melody by
going
to:
www.acrod.org/multimedia/audio/liturgicalmusic/pchymns-youth
Either way, bring the Feast home with you this year and share it with
your family and friends!

DAYLIGHT PULL-OUT SECTION

Keeping the Feast at Home
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Lenten Wordsearch Contest

The DAY is sponsoring a contest for our younger readers (12 and under) with
the prize being this Olympus TG-310 Digital Camera (Orange). It’s waterproof! It’s shockproof! It’s freezeproof! It’s Camp Nazareth Proof and it’s waiting for a home!
To enter the contest, simply complete
the Lenten Wordsearch shown here.
Each word must be clearly and completely circled. Cut out the puzzle or
visit The Arena section of our Diocesan website [www.acrod.org] to print it
out, and mail it with your name, address, date of birth and telephone
number on a separate piece of paper
to: Fr. Michael Chendorain, 66 Beach
Street, Rockaway, NJ 07866. Submissions must be postmarked by
Wednesday, February 29, 2012 to be
considered. All entries will be checked
and all correctly completed puzzles
will be entered into the drawing for
the camera. One entry per person,
multiple entries will not be honored.
The winner and solution will be published in the March edition of the
Daylight. Good luck!
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Scouts!
AT
EASE!
Packets with the booklets for the scouting religious medals available to all of
our scouts have been mailed to all our diocesan priests. All of our Diocesan
Scouts are encouraged to speak with their pastors and begin working on their
respective medals. Our Reverend Fathers are asked to seek out the scouts in
their parish and work with them to accomplish the goals of each award so that
they may grow in The Faith. We encourage our scouters to send in photos of
their work as well as any awards and courts of honor that are held to bestow
these awards. Good luck and Godspeed. Dismissed!

HE SAID * SHE SAID

Know
Your
Faith!

W

e are seeking young men and women (13+) to engage in a dialogue
right here - in the pages of this publication. We want to pair up
the guys against the girls and have them write about a topic from
their perspective, grounded in the teachings of the Orthodox Church. The
topics will be picked by the editorial staff of the Daylight and assigned randomly to those who choose to battle it out! We have a large Diocesan youth
population out there who know more than they think and we want to give
them the chance to show us what they’ve got.
So grab a partner and submit your name to Fr. Michael Chendorain at fathermikec@verizon.net If you do not have a partner and want to participate,
let us know and we will find you one! So start tweeting and start facebook
posting now, we want this to be driven by you. Challenge someone to a “duel
of words” if you dare. We look forward to having a tremendous response with
this and we want you to learn and have fun. Any questions, please contact Fr.
Michael and he will be happy to assist you.

ALMSGIVING
BLOOD
CONFESSION
CRUCIFIX
FASTING
GETHSEMANE
GOLGATHA
JESUS
LENT
NAILS
PASSION

PENANCE
PETER
PILATE
PONTIUS
SACRIFICE
SIMON
SPEAR
TEARS
THORNS
TRIAL

We want you!
to help us fill Daylight
Do you have a story to share about your Faith experience? Want to
share a thought or reflection where your faith was tested? Parents, do
you have ideas to share with other parents about the trials of raising up
Orthodox children in today’s society? Then we want to hear from you!
Please send us your words and let us share them with everyone. No
item is too small and no experience is unworthy! Submit your ideas to
Fr. Michael Chendorain at fathermikec@verizon.net
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Theology
Science
Father Matthew Stagon

E

very summer at the campfire at Camp Nazareth we sing one of my favorite songs. “This Little Christian Light of Mine” is a song about
guarding our Christian lights. It is a song which reminds us that we are
all little lights of Christ in the world, lights that are able to illuminate the darkness which surrounds us. The little light we are given is really and truly the
Lord Himself Who is able to guide us through this life and we certainly would
never hide Him under a bushel. We are
expected to guard this Light of Christ
in the same way that the Church has
always guarded its teachings and
truths.
The teaching which has been most
often attacked is that of the two natures of Jesus Christ. The reason is
that within this teaching is found an
indispensable condition of faith, without which our salvation would be impossible. All of the heresies hedged in
one direction or the other: one deals
with a denial or lessening of the divinity of Christ, the other with a denial or lessening of His humanity.
In the fifth century there arose yet another great dilemma in the Orthodox
Church. The details of said dilemma
revolved once again around the two
natures—that of Man and God—
within Jesus Christ. Nestorius was the
Archbishop of Constantinople at this
time and had begun to teach in the
churches of his city a teaching he had
learned from Theodore of Mopsuestia. This teaching alleged Jesus Christ to
be only the “bearer” of the God and Nestorius and many of his priests and deacons began to regard the Virgin Mary with the term Christotokos “Birthgiver
of Christ” and not Theotokos “Birthgiver of God” as had been practiced by the
Church. In the teaching propagated by Nestorius, Jesus Christ united within
Himself two natures and two different persons, Divine and Human, which
while they touched each other were separate. This thinking led Nestorius to
the conclusion that after the Lord’s birth He was Man, but no longer God.
Nestorius’s teaching was refuted by St. Cyril of Alexandria and more than twohundred bishops came together at what would come to be known as the Third
Ecumenical Council in the year 431. The true understanding of our Lord is
that He is both Divine and Human. Therefore, our Lord died a real death on
the Cross in remission of our sins and was resurrected on the third day for our
salvation.
The main problem which tends to arise anytime we are discussing the two natures within Jesus Christ and the underlying reason behind the confusion and
many of the heresies of the Church which flowed from it is the simplest question. How are we possibly going to be able to explain how Jesus Christ is both
God and Man—at the same time? The simple answer is because we believe
Him to be so; we believe in the teachings of the Fathers and Holy Scripture
and they said so. If this is your final answer, you get a star for today, tomorrow and, by God’s Grace, eternity. But, let us dig a bit deeper. If they had only
had a developed understanding of quantum physics this would not have been
a problem. It is here that Theology and the natural sciences meet not in a
Battle Royale, but in a quality discussion between the mind and the heart.
It turns out that there was a scientific dilemma of the same, no pun intended,
nature that had also been studied for centuries. This study revolved around
the nature of light. Some argued that light was composed of particles and
others that light was composed of waves. Some even argued that light is made
up of neither particles nor waves. It is interesting to note that the arguments
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follow almost the same pattern of those of the Christological debates we discussed earlier. One group would hedge too far to one side and the other would
over-compensate the other direction, which left the world with two falsehoods and zero truths.
The experimentation began in the 17th century when Christian Huygens and
Sir Isaac Newton proposed competitive theories of light. Huygens proposed
that light consisted of waves and Newton of particles. The debate continued
back and forth and over time the science caught up. At the beginning of the
20th century the question is finally answered. In the early portion of the last
century, scientists such as Maxwell, Plank and Einstein came to find that light
was actually composed of both waves and particles. They could not say that
it was partially one and partially the other, only that it behaved exactly as a
wave and exactly as a particle 100% of the time. As we know from our study
of theology, Jesus Christ and Light are both made up two distinct natures—
waves and particles in the case of light—and God and Man in the case of Jesus
Christ.
St. John the Evangelist shares the following words of our Lord from his gospel.
The Lord says “I am the Light of the world”. This is surely a remarkable
phrase of Truth spoken by the Lord, but how much more remarkable is the
phrase when its Truth is defined by both Christ and Light as being the only
two things made up of two natures.
This fact is proven both theologically
and scientifically. Christ is the Light
itself. It is even more interesting to
note that St. Theophylact wrote in the
11th century long before the experiments of Newton and Huygens, let
alone Plank and Einstein, that these
words refuted the teaching of Nestorius. The Lord said He is the Light of
the world, not “in me is the light of
the world. The Son of God did not
simply dwell in the body of a mere
human, but the Son of Mary was also
the Son of God.
Science and theology have once again
kissed each other. It is only in Christ
that these things make sense as it is
only in Him that we can be “dead to
the world and alive in Christ”. It is
only in Christ that we can be both in
“heaven and on earth” in our
Churches. It is only in Christ that we
no longer walk about in the darkness
of misunderstanding but are given a
share in the light of life. Next summer, at the campfire as we are singing “This
Little Christian Light of Mine”, let us remember that the Light we are singing
about is Christ!
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O Lord, crown them
with glory and honor.

January 29, 2012

Editor’s
Corner
Father Michael Chendorain

“Go to confession”! “Prepare for Holy Communion”! “Say your prayers”!
These and many others are phrases which are heard commonly Sunday after
Sunday in Orthodox Churches all across our Diocese and all across the world.,
and for good reason. The Sacrament of Confession allows us to return ourselves to a perfectly united state with our Lord and Savior through the recanting of our sins and their forgiveness and absolution offered by God. If we
are prepared properly, Holy Communion offers us a real and true taste of the
Body and Blood of Christ unto “remission of sins and life everlasting”! Our
prayer life is the simplest way we are able to commune with our Lord and Savior at any moment, from anywhere. But, there is another Sacrament that
many Orthodox Christians participate in day in and day out.
This is the Sacrament of Marriage. We all know it does not end at the altar.
In the Church God blesses the life-long commitment of man and woman in
an indissoluble bond that no man can break. The day itself is simply unforgettable down to the very last detail. It is what comes after the day that is so
often forgotten.
To those who are already married, or who are engaged, or who are planning
to be married in the future, the Church gives us a great reminder of the Sacrament itself at this time of year. Two days after the Nativity of our Lord the
Church remembers St. Stephen the Archdeacon and First-Martyr. We sing in
the Kondak of his feast: “Yesterday, the King was born in the flesh; and today
His servant is stoned and dies for love of Him…”. But, we must look further
into his name to see the connection to marital bliss. In the Greek language,
Stephen or “Stephanos” translates to a crown or twined wreath.
The supreme moment of the Orthodox Christian Marriage Ceremony is that
of the Crowning. At this point in the service, the bride and groom are
crowned, with literal crowns, as martyrs to one another. The bride and groom
have attached themselves to one another in the deepest commitment this world
knows as the congregations sings “O Lord our God, crown them with glory
and honor”. The crowns or “Stephana” refer to the crowns of Christian martyrdom—because every true marriage involves immeasurable self-sacrifice on
both sides. This fact is made perfectly clear later in the service when the priest
leads the newly married couple around the tetrapod while the congregation
sings: “O Holy Martyrs, you have suffered courageously and received your reward pray to the Lord your God to have mercy on our souls”. There are many
men and women the world over who will receive their crowns anew in the
heavenly kingdom through the sacramental grace received by their marriage.
St. Stephen provides the perfect example of self-sacrifice on behalf of another.
This is most necessary in any relationship, be it parent-child, husband-wife or
best friends. But, it provides an exceptional reminder of the promises made
between man and woman in the Sacrament of Marriage.
In the months to come, there will be many other articles written by those who
are living this life of self-sacrifice to one another or preparing to do so. They
will touch upon many and various topics and share their experiences while
hopefully offering simple guidance or things to ponder in regards to this great
sacramental step in our lives. Each of the Sacraments unite us to God and
His Holy Church in great and manifold ways. But, it is only in the Sacrament of Marriage where we take this journey, not as an individual meeting
with Christ, but as a pair, found in the biblical imagery of Abraham and Sarah,
Isaac and Rebecca, and Zachariah and Elizabeth. It is through this pairing
that many will find their very salvation, through the patience, love and respect
which are necessary to live alongside another.
All of the Sacraments work together on our path towards salvation. Since, the
goal of the Christian life is to be like God, to acquire the Holy Spirit and to
one day reside in the Heavenly Kingdom each of the Sacraments offers a Grace
toward that path of union with God. This is absolutely true of Marriage as St.
John Chrysostom describes husband and wife as: “no longer seen as something earthly, but as the image of God Himself ”. In these words, a living icon
of God is seen in every marriage. Additionally, St. Clement of Alexandria says:
“the state of marriage is holy, because it anticipates the Kingdom” as it exhibits
a “little kingdom” in itself. The wisdom of the saints shares a wonderful description of the wonders and beauties of the Sacraments and Marriage, while
perhaps not mentioned as often, is no exception to the sacramental entry into
Grace.

Whom or what do you seek?

T

he gift wrap is long gone, the carols have faded and the water has been
blessed - now what? What to do? Where do we go? The joyful seasons of Christmas and Theophany have passed and we are in that lull
of activity before the beginning of the Great Fast. Are we still seeking Him like
the Magi or are we looking for the what? I had occasion once to hear our late
Metropolitan Nicholas offer this reflection while I was in seminary traveling
with him to a Diocesan parish. The question seemed easy enough, but the answer required some thought. “You choose,” he said, “whom or what?”
In the weeks upon us we will undoubtedly gear ourselves to individual Lenten
routines or practices. Some of those routines are just that, routine, and do
not require thought - but they should. Others will require us to make a change
for whatever our intended goal and desire is. However, do we give serious
thought to ‘what’ we are doing or ‘who’ we are doing it for? What is it we are
seeking, or, better yet, who is it we are seeking?
Fast forward through Lent to Holy Week. During the course of its events, we
are blessed to listen to the account of Christ’s arrest in the Gethsemane Garden. The tension has built to this quiet, yet powerful, moment of Christ’s
Passion where He was praying with the weight of the world on His shoulders,
fully aware of what was to come. Yet, it was Christ who went forward to meet
the mob and to reveal whom they sought. He asked and answered them not
once, but twice, so that all were aware that He is the great “I AM”.
The irony in Christ’s question lies in the fact that the mob coming to Him,
to arrest Him as a hardened criminal, included learned men, officials from the
chief priests and Pharisees. They never sought him for a single thing prior to
this. They did not seek him for His wisdom or teachings. They did not seek
Him for the forgiveness of sins, nor the grace and Life which He offered. They
never sought to worship Him like the wise men. They sought the ‘what’.
The Gospel of Luke (11:9-10) recounts Christ’s earlier words to His disciples
and Apostles, “...ask, and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives, and he who seeks,
finds,...” A major goal of Lent is for us to see Christ as He truly is, to seek the
source of the gift of life eternal in His Person.
Our journey during the Great Fast is ultimately measured by our closing the
gap in our relationship with God. It is not counted in the amount of sweets
we give up or the numbers of prostrations we make. It is defined by our seeking the Giver of all good things and desiring to be with Him by stripping away
all the sins and the passions that have kept us apart. In our individual journey of this one life we are given, we seek the ‘what’ which is salvation but that
must come as a result of us seeking and finding the “whom” who is Jesus
Christ. In Jeremiah 29:13-14 the Lord also says: “You will seek me and find me
when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you, declares the Lord.”
As we turn our focus to the coming days of Lent, seek to know Christ through
increased prayer and daily Scripture reading; through heartfelt charity and
almsgiving; by meaningful fasting and church attendance. Seek the God of
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob for Who He is, not for what He can do for you.
Seek the Giver, not the gifts. Seek His presence, knowing that in His Presence,
you will be transfigured.
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New Year Brings New Beginning
for New Jersey Churches
to do this in two weeks’ time. Once
the building was cleaned and paneling
removed from the foundation walls, it
was discovered that one of the walls
was in need of major repair. The structural damage was not flood-related,
and would never have been discovered
if not for Hurricane Irene. The rebuilding process in Rahway saw many
parishioners with trade skills volunteering their knowledge, labor and industry contacts. This “sharing” of
information led to the installation of a
new high efficiency heating and air
conditioning system that was less expensive and will cut down on fuel and
maintenance costs in the future. In
like manner, plans call for the old tile
floor to be replaced with flooring appropriate for each area in the hall: a
warm wood-patterned surface for the
main portion of the hall and an easy
to clean, non-slip tile for the kitchen
and pantry. To date, the hall’s vestibule
and restrooms have been rebuilt, the
The faithful of Holy Ghost Church in Manville celebrate their return to their renovated church with Divine Liturgy on Sunday December 18.
fire and alarms systems have been reCENTRAL NEW JERSEY – On August 28, 2011, Hurricane Irene struck placed, 3 new classrooms were added, additional sump pumps with emergency
the East Coast with destructive fury. While the storm fell short of the inten- back-up systems were installed and all interior doors have been replaced. Once
sity initially predicted by meteorologists earlier in the week, it nonetheless the foundation wall has been repaired, the “finishing touches” will be put on
brought devastation to several communities in Central Jersey, including the the renovation project and the hall will, once again, be put to good use by the
towns of Rahway and Manville. Tragically, our Diocesan parishes of Holy Rahway faithful.
Ghost in Manville and St. John the Baptist in Rahway felt the full impact of Both parishes were able to look at the positive side to all of their labors. The
Hurricane Irene, suffering devastating damage and losses. Holy Ghost Church fellowship, cooperation and camaraderie seen in their respective parish comin Manville saw the flood waters from the storm fill the church basement as munities was truly remarkable, as everyone worked together in harmony for a
well as the nave of the church proper. The ground level of the rectory was also common goal.
flooded. While St. John’s Church in Rahway didn’t fare as badly, their church
The financial burden placed upon the faithful of Holy Ghost Church and St.
basement and rectory basement were also totally flooded.
John the Baptist Church was eased considerably by the outpouring of assisUndaunted by the enormous task that faced them, the faithful of both parishes tance from parishes throughout the Diocese. Each church was also presented
rallied together and went about the business of repairing, restoring and re- with a magnanimous gift of $5,000.00 from His Eminence, Archbishop
building their facilities. Now—nearly half a year later, Holy Ghost Church in Demetrios.
Manville and St. John the Baptist in Rahway have both reached the point
Our prayers are with the members of Holy Ghost Church in Manville and St.
where the end to their seemingly endless labors is clearly in sight. After the
John the Baptist Church in Rahway. May the new year truly be a new beginflooding, Holy Ghost community was literally without a place in which to
ning for them, both spiritually as well as materially.
worship. Through the Christian kindness of His Eminence, Archbishop
Antony and the Ukrainian Orthodox
Archdiocese of the USA, the parish
was able to use the chapel at St. Sophia
Seminary for Sunday Liturgy. The
church interior needed plenty of attention to be made usable again. Walls
were painted…mold removed…new
carpeting installed…pews replaced.
Finally, on Sunday, December 18th,
Father Kenneth Ellis was able to celebrate Divine Liturgy for his parishioners in the renovated edifice. Work
in the rectory has been completed,
and by the end of February, the
church basement will be operational
again.
Like their sister parish in Manville, the
parishioners of St. John’s in Rahway
had to face the initial challenge of
pumping out the flood waters from
their hall and dispose of all of the contents that were no longer salvageable—some 10 tons of debris!
Amazingly, the parishioners were able
10 tons of debris had to be removed from the basement of Saint John the Baptist Church in Rahway before renovations could begin.
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NEW YORK, NY--St. Nicholas Church NYC (10th Street) held its Annual
New Year’s Dance on Saturday, January 14, 2012. A special attendee at the
dance was the Consulate General of Slovakia, Igor Pokojny and his wife Katarina. Pictured from left to right: Parishioner Justina Chobor, Consulate General of Slovakia, Igor Pokojny, Rev Father Joseph Gingrich, Parishioner and
Chef George Chobor, and Katarina Pokojny.

ROCKAWAY, NJ -- In appreciation for their hardwork and dedication, the
altar boys of SS Peter and Paul Church were treated to a day of fun in Nyack,
NY during the Christmas school break. They are shown here with their pastor, Fr. Michael Chendorain.
HOBART, IN--The youngest children of Saint Nicholas parish in Hobart,
IN, are visited by Saint Nicholas at the parish dinner during the Nativity season.

OXFORD, NY---Members of St. Michael’s Carpathian Dancers visited the
New York State Veterans’ Home in Oxford, NY on Sunday afternoon, January 15. The group, directed by Kaylie and Tanner Witt, performed Rusyn
dances with roots in the Carpathians, as well as traditional Hungarian, Ukrainian and Russian folk dances. The youngsters are members of St. Michael’s OrHOBART, IN--Saint Nicholas parish Sunday School teacher, Laura Gary, thodox Church in Binghamton, NY. Acknowledging their perfomance was
graduated from DeVry University on Oct 23, 2011. She graduated cum laude Dr. Philip Dzwonczik, administrator and medical director of the facility. Cowith a bachelor’s degree in Computer Engineering and Information Sciences ordinators of the group include Bonnie Delahanty, Dena Lobacz and Valerie
Augenstern.
with a concentration in Information Securities.
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-Editorial, cont’d from page 2

Eastern Orthodox Committee on
Scouting
Scout Sunday 2012
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
On Sunday, February 5, 2012, Scouts all over the United States will celebrate
National Scout Sunday. This Sunday is set aside to honor God and to remind
us that we are all His Creatures and made in His Image or more precisely - to
image (reflect) Him to the world.
The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the Americas has designated
this also as Orthodox Scout Sunday. Through the Eastern Orthodox Committee on Scouting, the Assembly and its predecessor, SCOBA, have been actively supporting both the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts of the USA since the
1960’s.
Orthodox Scouts may earn one of three age-appropriate religious awards: Saint
George for the youngest scouts, Chi-Rho for the “middle years” and AlphaOmega for the older scouts. The awards require progressively more challenging work including service projects.
The observation this year is a special one—the Girls Scouts celebrate their
100-year anniversary and the Boy Scouts celebrate 102 years. Both programs
consider reverence and belief in God to be cornerstones for developing young
women and men as leaders of their communities and their country.
Scouts will wear their uniforms to church—a very visible sign that they are
members of the scouting organization but just as important, members of their
parish.
As Orthodox Christians, we should honor our Boy or Girl Scouts and what
they represent. The Scouting organization consists of young people aged 5 to
18 and adults who lead them. The youth spend time learning valuable life lessons from their leaders and also have a great deal of fun in the process. Camping, traveling, learning new skills, advancement, and high adventure all are
based on a solid foundation of training and reinforcement.
The Boy Scout Pledge has twelve points: A Scout is Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, Kind, Obedient, Cheerful, Thrifty, Brave, Clean,
and Reverent.
The final point - Reverent - ties the other eleven points together. Respect to
family and others is important, but our relationship to God is paramount.
Worshiping as we believe encourages us to live as His children. Holy Orthodoxy enables us to know, understand, respect and obey God’s Will and His
Commandments.
Sponsoring a scouting troop or troops is a way that a parish can offer a safe,
fun and exciting learning opportunity to our young people. There are probably adults in your own parish who were Girl Scouts or Boy Scouts and have
learned valuable life lessons from their experiences. They may be willing to
share these with the parish children as Scout leaders.
Scouts are formed by their families—both biological and parish—in their earliest years. School teaches them how to comprehend and apply advanced reasoning skills. Scouting takes these skills and applies them to specific life
experiences that will benefit them forever. As the Church, we are responsible
for nurturing them and giving them Christian values that will transform these
experiences and enable them to do “God’s Will on earth.”
Whether your parish starts a new troop, sponsors an existing one, or encourages their young people to join another scouting troop, the results are a
brighter future with more and certainly better leaders!
Read about the Eastern Orthodox Committee on Scouting EOCS on the web
site: http://eocs.org/
Eastern Orthodox Committee on Scouting (EOCS)
Episcopal Liaison:
Bishop Daniel (Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA)
National Chairman:
George N. Boulukos

flaws and shortcomings. But while we may be critical of the “messenger,” we can
have no debate with his message, for it was steeped in thoughts and teachings
that are dear to all Christians. Long before Martin Luther King pointed out
to us that people should “…not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the
content of their character,” our Lord repeatedly pointed out that we are all God’s
children, and that we must have love in our hearts for everyone. “Do unto others as you would have others do unto you,” He taught. “A new commandment I
give you: that you have love for one another, just as I have loved you.” This was
the foundation of all that Christ preached. It didn’t matter if you were rich or
poor, or if you were a Jew or a Gentile. Christ treated everyone equally and expected that those who would accept His Gospel would do the same. In his
Letter to the Galatians, St. Paul points this out when he writes: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female. For you are all one in Christ
Jesus.” Sadly, the world has never quite understood or followed that message.
Differences have always divided the unity of mankind about which Christ and
His followers preached. Differences have always meant distrust. Differences
have always led to someone seeking control over others. For centuries, the
Egyptians kept the Israelites in slavery. Why? Because they believed differently…they had different values…they ate different foods. Our own ancestors in Eastern Europe suffered greatly when their homeland was under the
rule of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Later they would endure hardships
under Communism—losing most of their rights, including the right to worship as they pleased. Why? Again, because they were different.
Yet Who made us different? The same God created men and women of all colors and all nationalities. Do you think God has favorites? Do you think He created certain groups of people to be persecuted and oppressed? Of course not!
Much has changed since the days of Martin Luther King, but if we think that
the days where blacks couldn’t eat in certain restaurants and couldn’t use the
same water fountains in public buildings—think again. There was a story in
the news recently from Cincinnati, Ohio—hardly the deep South—where a
landlord put up a sign at a swimming pool in an apartment complex that said
“whites only” to prevent a black girl who lived there from using the pool. The
reason? The landlord said that the hair products the little girl used would cloud
up the pool.
May we all say a prayer that someday we will overcome prejudice and hatred,
and that we will overcome the thinking that we are better than someone else
or deserve more than someone else. This must be our prayer—not because
Martin Luther King said so, but because our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ said
so. This was His “dream” also.
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor
The Church Messenger

-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

who could give Zacchaeus the life that he desired, and that was Christ the
Giver of Life.
As Christ passed through Jericho, Zacchaeus realized that maybe, just maybe,
there would be something about this Man that would be worth seeing, possibly even something memorable about Him. So he climbed a Sycamore tree
and became the archetype of all humanity. If there ever was a definition of
God’s grace this is it. Christ looks up, sees Zacchaeus and invites him to come
down from the tree. Grace is what allowed Zacchaeus to respond, and grace
is what changed his entire life from that moment on.
The Church invites us to live a changed life; it is up to us to respond. The
Church presents us with the mystery of God’s grace; it is up to us to participate. We make no excuses--Moses, Gideon, Paul and Peter tried that and it
doesn’t compute in the life of God. It’s His grace that transforms us. His grace
gives us the humility to understand ourselves honestly, the strength to endure
what needs to be endured, and the insight to change what has to be changed.
To try this alone is futile. In the Gospel Christ invited Zacchaeus to join Him,
and his life was transformed. Today Christ invites us and the mystery of His
grace continues to work in the Church and in our lives.
Very Reverend John D. Lazarek
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Volunteer on an IOCC
“Orthodox Action Team”
PERIODICAL

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND--Since the devastating hurricanes in 2005, International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) has provided over 600 volunteers and thousands of man-hours to help families rebuild their lives by
building new homes. Beginning in the New Orleans area and Biloxi, Mississippi in November 2006, working in partnership with Habitat for Humanity,
IOCC expanded its efforts last year sending Orthodox Action Teams to build
homes in Houston. In 2012 IOCC is expanding more with builds also set for
Minneapolis, which suffered a destructive tornado last summer. Join the growing network of over 600 IOCC Orthodox Action Team volunteers as we continue to help families rebuild their lives by building new homes or doing
critical renovations to existing ones.
You do not need to be skilled – just energetic! We are recruiting volunteers
for one week of active service in Houston or Minneapolis.
Activities vary depending on location and construction schedules, but can include siding, roofing, framing, landscaping, painting and support.
Your participation in this program will be a life changing experience. Please
consider helping your brothers and sisters in Christ who need your support.
At present five builds are set for the summer of 2012 in Houston and Minneapolis, but more may be added so check this page frequently. The volunteer
contribution is $450 per person, and this includes local transportation, room
& board, materials, supplies, tools and site supervision. Volunteers must be 18
years of age or older, but 16 and 17 year olds are accepted if they are accompanied by their parent, legal guardian or an adult with a power-of-attorney to
act on their behalf for the duration of the deployment. Individuals (or groups)
are responsible to travel to the build city on their own, but ground transportation will be provided from the local airport(s) to the housing site. Teams
arrive on Sunday afternoons and depart on Saturday afternoon.
For 2012 the following Orthodox Action Team opportunities are available:
June 10 - June 16, 2012
July 15 - July 21, 2012
July 29 - August 4, 2012
August 5 - August 11, 2012

Houston, TX
Minneapolis, MN
Minneapolis, MN
Houston, TX

An online registration form cam be found on the IOCC web site, IOCC.org.
Because registrations are processed on a first-come, first-served basis, the only
way to guarantee your spot is to remit your contribution of $450. You may pay
online by clicking here; send a check to IOCC, 110 West Road, Suite 360, Baltimore, MD 21204 (please include “IOCC Action Team” in your memo line);
call Toll free at 1-877-803-4622 to make a credit card donation over the
phone, or remit your payment later. BUT REMEMBER, registration is not
guaranteed until payment is received. The deadline for full payment is due 45
days before deployment.
For specific questions, please contact the US Programs Department of IOCC
at 1-877-803-IOCC or e-mail to dchristopulos@iocc.org.

JOHNSTOWN, PA -- Christ The Saviour Seminary -- If you’re looking for
something a little different to do with your Spring Break, come and experience the life of a Seminarian at Christ the Saviour Seminary in Johnstown,
PA.
Observe and participate in the daily life, academically and spiritually, alongside the students. Attend daily services, classes, fellowship, and informal discussions. See a world of Orthodoxy close-up, including trips to local
Orthodox sites such as Transfiguration Monastery in Ellwood City, PA, Antiochian Village in Ligonier, PA, and our celebrated Christ the Saviour
Cathedral.
Your only expense would be your transportation to theSeminary. Meals and
activities are fully provided but accommodations arelimited, so please contact Seminarian Bill George as soon as possible at (814)539-0116, or email
him at wgeorge@acrod.org.
The seminary is open for any Spring Break schedule. Please bring any essential personal items and attire for services. Ages are 18 and up and limited to
males.

Diocesan Priests Bless
The Shenango River
SHARON, PA -- The Orthodox
Churches in Mercer County gathered in downtown Sharon on Sunday January 22, 2012 for the Great
Blessing of Water for the Shenango
River. Over 100 people were in attendance. Eight priests served, four
of whom were from our Diocese:
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael
Polanichka, Very Rev. Thomas
Blaschak, Very Rev. Stephen Loposky and Rev. Fr. David Mastroberte
When asked by the media the significance of the blessing of water,
Father Calinic Berger, a priest at the
Romanian Orthodox Church, who
participated in the water blessing
service, explained “The idea is that
through Christ’s baptism all creation is blessed. That He came not just to save man, to save fallen man, to
save sinners, but to re sanctify the whole creation. To give it a new genesis--a
new descent of the Holy Spirit.”
This is the first time that the Blessing of Water was celebrated for the Shenango
River.

