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HAVEN OF THE STORMED-TOSSED:
The Mother of God Watches Over Us
By Father Andrew Fetchina
“For assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain ‘Move from here
to there’, and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you” (Matthew 17:20).

I

n the very early hours of Sunday August 28th I
truly questioned whether I even had that small seed
of faith within me anymore. That morning, the local
river had risen so far out of its banks, due to Hurricane Irene, that it was not longer possible to cross
from the rectory to church. Earlier in the morning
we awoke to the sounds of the local fire department
evacuating the homes on our street. In the darkness
we made our way through waist-deep water to secure
the church and make any last minute efforts to protect it from the rising water. Never before, had the
river risen to this point. By 4:30 AM the water was
rising at such a rate that we had to return to the safety
of the rectory. Unfortunately high tide was still 4
hours away and the rain was still steadily falling.
From the rectory we could only pray and watch as the

waters continued to rise. In my morning prayers I remember feeling vulnerable. It was the first time I
could not celebrate the Divine Liturgy in the church
on a Sunday morning. My only resort it seemed was
some simple, but heartfelt prayers to the Mother of
God. Only hours early, a handful of parishioners had
gathered in the church with flowers to celebrate Vespers on the eve of the Dormition of the Mother of
God and now I could not return to celebrate the
Liturgy. I remember praying that morning, asking
the Mother of God to remember us on her Feast Day.
But as the sun rose that morning, the impact of the
hurricane was obvious. From the rectory we could see
the water above the threshold of the doors to the
church hall, above its window sills. The feeling of vulnerability was eclipsed by a sense of complete powerlessness, and the loss of hope! In the morning light, I
saw that a few parishioners had gathered at the other
end of the block looking hopelessly at their beloved St.
John’s Church. A few calls were received inquiring
-cont’d on page 4

National ACRY Convention Meets in Pittsburgh
HOMESTEAD, PA — The 67th
Senior ACRY approved a
Annual National Senior ACRY
$5,000.00 donation to be distriband 28th Annual Junior ACRY
uted immediately. At the grand
Convention held here Labor Day
banquet a free will offering raised
Weekend, 2011 (Sept 2-5, 2011)
an additional $828.00.
bore much fruit. Meeting in joint
During the general convention sesand separate sessions, the National
sions, the delegates were updated
Junior and Senior ACRY memberon the works of the various proship set in motion exciting plans
grams and committees of the
for the coming year. The deliberaACRY including the ACRY Blesstions took place, as always, within
ing Program, which offers financial
the context of the liturgical life of
support for children with severe
the Church with a full cycle of
medical needs, and the ACRY Am2011-2012 National Junior and Senior A.C.R.Y. Officers
services including Liturgy and Vesbassador, Membership and Scholpers on Saturday at the Double Tree Hotel and Sunday Liturgy at St. arship Committees. A highlight was the unveiling of a new promotional
Nicholas Parish in Homestead, PA. A highlight of the weekend was an ex- brochure and membership guide book designed to promote the reactivation
cellent presentation on the recent Diocesan pilgrimage to the Holy Land. of inactive and the establishment of new chapters.
Meeting within days of the devastating Hurricane Irene, one of the first Recognizing the need for more effective administration of the ACRY proorder of business of both the Junior and Senior ACRY was to offer their grams and initiatives, the national senior officers shared their plans for the
prayerful and financial support to the Diocesan parishes of Holy Ghost in establishment of monthly teleconferences of the executive board and comManville, New Jersey and St. John the Baptist in Rahway, New Jersey, mittee chairpersons, and bi-annual teleconferences of the entire board.
which experienced severe flood damage. The Junior ACRY, through their
The Junior ACRY decided to shift focus for their Lenten service project
“pass the hat initiative” raised nearly $100.00 and the membership of the
-cont’d on page 4
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Analyzing God’s
“Approval Rating”

S

urveys and opinion polls are very
much a part of our way of life, especially during election years. Recently, a North Carolina based
organization called Public Opinion
Polling conducted a survey of some
1,000 Americans. It started out with
some pretty basic questions: “How
would you rate the performance of
your Congressman and Senator?”
“What is your current Party affiliation?” “Who did you vote for in the
last Presidential election?” “Do you
know who you will support for the
Presidency in 2012?” At the end of
this rather boring, generic survey,
some questions were asked, however,
that truly “spiced up” the survey a
bit—even if they seemed to have no
connection to the other questions
that were asked. Believe it or not,
there were 4 questions that pertained
to one’s personal feelings about God!
Listen to them and note their responses:
QUESTION ONE: If God exists, do
you approve or disapprove of His per-

formance? 52% approved, 9% disapproved and 40% weren’t sure.
QUESTION TWO: If God exists, do
you approve or disapprove of His
treatment of animals? 56% approved,
11% disapproved and 33% weren’t
sure.
QUESTION THREE: If God exists,
do you approve or disapprove of how
He handles natural disasters? 50% approved, 13% disapproved and 37%
weren’t sure.
QUESTION FOUR: If God exists,
do you approve or disapprove of how
He created the universe? 71% approved, 5% disapproved and 24%
had no opinion.
Now I’m certain President Obama or
any politician for that matter would
be thrilled with an approval rating
these numbers reflect, but somehow I
can’t believe God is pleased to hear
that nearly half the people surveyed
didn’t think He was doing such a
great job—even with how He treats
animals! When you factor in the “not
sure” percentages that God received
-cont’d on page 6
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Do We Render Enough
Glory to Jesus Christ?
“...that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow; of those in heaven, and of
those on earth, and of those under the
earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father” (Phil. 2:10-11).

H

aving had the opportunity and
privilege to offer the opening
prayer to start the session of the Pennsylvania State Senate in Harrisburg
five years ago, I was appreciative of
the senator who desired a pastor from
his district to address the general assembly of lawmakers. Orthodox
Christian clergymen are granted few
opportunities to witness for the “True
Faith” in the halls of our legislators,
and I relished speaking before politicians of both Democratic and Republican parties, who have engaged in
some monumental and heated battles
in the past. Making the sign of the
cross while invoking the Holy Trinity,
I referred to the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ at least three times in my
petitions. I had no hesitancy in uttering the name of my Saviour since
the greeting, “Glory to Jesus Christ”
was a familiar and spiritually powerful
saying that I was taught at a young
age. While I understood that the
body of Senators I appeared before
was not all of the Christian religion,
my reference to Jesus Christ reflected
who I was and my focus was upon the
intercession of Almighty God to bestow upon these individuals the wisdom from on high to seek the good
intentions of the citizens who elected
them and expected legislation favoring their welfare. Following my
prayer address, my wife and I enjoyed
a short conversation with the Lieutenant Governor and were able to sitin on the deliberations of the day. It
was quite a fascinating experience and
the political process has always been
of great interest to me. Until now!
I was flabbergasted to read about a recent controversy in the state capitol
regarding the policy, of all things,
prayer. A Protestant minister was denied the privilege to give the prayer at
the opening session at the Pennsylvania House of Representatives. The
reason explained to him for this denial: he used the name of Jesus Christ
in addressing the lawgivers and the

notion arose that some of the public
officials might feel offended. The
clergyman used “the Name above
every name” just once in his intercessory petitions and was careful to compile a general spiritual plea, ever
conscious not to insult anyone. Certainly frustrated by this “slap in the
face”, the minister respectfully declined to reword his prayer and stand
before the general assembly. Kudos to
him! Like the Apostles of the early
Church, the Rev. Gary Stoltzfoos was
not swayed by the opinions of mere
men, but listened to his inner conscience and the Word of God to proclaim Jesus is Lord to all humanity.
He is a man of God true to his vocation to give glory to Jesus Christ in all
things.
As Orthodox Christians, our foremost greeting and expression of love
is the customary phrase: “Glory to
Jesus Christ! Glory Be Forever!” This
most righteous of greetings is not
merely reserved for Sunday mornings
when entering the church and seeing
devout worshipers. Called to be
“saints” and living righteously in the
fear of God and with faith, our ultimate witness is to give glory to Jesus
Christ at all times and in all places.
Considering the tremendous advances
that technology has made in this informational age and the wealth of
communication devices that are easily accessible, our missionary duties to
spread the “Good News” of Jesus
Christ should govern our dialogue
with humanity, desperate for spiritual
renewal and hope. The passion to accumulate material goods and the
hardships experienced in maintaining
adequate living conditions are taking
a toll on the lives of individuals, creating despair, depression and even suicidal tendencies. The so called
“American Dream” for the good life
and comfortable existence has become a “shattered idol” for many. We
do not “seek first the Kingdom of
Heaven”, are adamant not to change
our present behavior, and far from
confident that God will provide the
basic necessities to us. Certainly those
who are gainfully employed are
blessed and fortunate that God has
provided them with the ability, skill
-cont’d on page 6
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2011-2012
Seminary Academic Year Begins

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

O

n this Sunday, the tenth anniversary of the tragic events of September 11, 2001, we address you in the faith, love and hope
that we share in our Lord Jesus Christ. As we gather in our places
of worship on this day, we cannot help but call to mind the dreadful acts of terrorism and the tremendous destruction that shocked the
entire world and burdened every heart with pain and sorrow. As we
now pause on this solemn anniversary to remember the nearly three
thousand innocent lives lost that day, among whom were many Orthodox brothers and sisters, let us also remember the great acts of
self-sacrifice, heroism, and compassion that can never be forgotten,
as so many offered their lives for the safety and well being of others.
And let us remember our church of Saint Nicholas, the only house
of worship destroyed on that day of hatred, and for which we lovingly and unceasingly work to rebuild at Ground Zero.
We ask all of the parishes of the Holy Archdiocese of America to
conduct a memorial service at the end of the Divine Liturgy today,
and to join with others throughout this nation and the world in recognizing this as a solemn day of remembrance, as we offer prayers for
the eternal memory and repose of the innocent victims of the barbaric attacks and for those who heroically fell in the line of duty attempting to help others and save lives. We shall continue to offer
prayers for and ministry to the families who lost loved ones on that
day. In the years that have followed the tragic events of September
11, 2001, so many of you have given generously to meet the needs
of these families. We give thanks to God for this outpouring of compassion that is a genuine expression of faith in Him and an offering
of consolation and assistance to so many.
On this tenth anniversary of September 11, 2001, as we remember
with faith and love the fallen and those who lost so much, we also affirm our hope for the future, enshrining this hope in the rebuilding
of Saint Nicholas Church. While we cannot bring back except in
memory those who perished that day, we can bring back our Church
as a visible sign that hatred can never conquer love, and evil can never
defeat good. I call upon all of you to offer fervent prayers for the victims – both dead and living, and prayers that our efforts to rebuild
Saint Nicholas will soon come to fruition. From the smoldering
ruins of that horrific day, may the Lord give us glory instead of ashes
(Isaiah 61:3) so that all people may find solace, peace and recollection in the new Saint Nicholas edifice that will rise at Ground Zero,
and know the peace of God which surpasses all understanding
(Philip. 4:7) which comes only from our Lord Jesus Christ.

JOHNSTOWN, PA--Returning and new seminarians at Christ the Saviour
Seminary gathered for Divine Liturgy on Sunday, August 28 at the Cathedral.
Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro celebrated the Liturgy, assisted by Very Rev.
John S. Brancho and newly-ordained priest, Father David Mastroberte. Pictured left to right are: Fr. Mastroberte, Sem. Will Bennett (St. Michael's, Binghamton), Sem. William George (SS. Peter and Paul's, Rockaway), Sem. Jon
Bannon (St. John's, Bridgeport), Sub-deacon Michael Vaporis (Christ the Saviour Cathedral), Father Miloro, Sem. Jim Janiec (Christ the Saviour Cathedral), Sem. Joseph Birthisel (Christ the Saviour Cathedral), Sem. Matt Dutko
(St. Michael's, Binghamton), Sem. Daniel Vaskalis (St. Michael's, Freeland),
and Fr. John Brancho.

Protopresbyter David Wine
Falls Asleep in the Lord
MASSILLON, OHIO – On September 11th, Protopresbyter David Wine fell
asleep in the Lord after an extended illness. The brother-in-law of Father John
and Marie Brancho, Father David was 82 years old.
An Orthodox priest for 42 years, Father Wine was ordained by the late Archbishop Michael of the Antiochian Archdiocese, and was assigned to a parish
in Orlando, Florida. He then served as an assistant priest at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church in Canton, Ohio and St. Thomas Eastern Orthodox Church in Akron, Ohio. During this time, he also served as a supply priest
in Northeast Ohio and Western Pennsylvania. In retirement, Father David
came under the omophorion of the late Metropolitan Nicholas and was an associate pastor at St. Mary Orthodox Church in Akron.
After visitation at St. George Romanian Orthodox Church in Canton and St.
Mary Church in Akron, Father Wine was brought back to Christ the Saviour
Cathedral for burial. The Funeral Divine Liturgy was celebrated by Protopresbyter Frank Miloro, Diocesan Chancellor and Cathedral Dean. He was
assisted by Father Brancho and other Diocesan and local Orthodox clergy. Interment was at the Cathedral cemetery.
Father David Wine is survived by his wife of 49 years, Pani Joan (Kerestesy)
Wine as well as two daughters: Sheryl and Chris.
May his memory be eternal!

Archbishop Justinian Visits Christ the
Saviour Cathedral

With paternal love in Christ,

†DEMETRIOS
Archbishop of America

JOHNSTOWN, PA--On Wednesday, September 14, 2011, His Eminence
Archbishop Justinian of Naro-Fominsk and Administrator of the Moscow Patriarchal Parishes in the USA visited Christ the Saviour Cathedral following a
clergy conference at nearby Antiochian Village.
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about our welfare and reassuring us that many people were praying. I looked
to the parish website as a means to communicate our current state and found
several e-mails sent that morning from our Rahway faithful. “I read the
Akathist to the Mother of God because I could not get to church,” one read.
Another wrote: “I added some prayers to the Mother of God today.” As the
time for the Liturgy came near, a few telephone calls came in asking what to
do. “Pray” was my only response, “put your flowers in your icon corner today.”
What else could be done?
That afternoon I felt spiritually paralyzed—all l I could do was watch as the
situation seemed to grow worse. As the evening approached the water finally
began to recede, and by morning it was possible again to wade across to the
church. The church proper itself was spared—all was dry, but the odor of
flood water and decay was heavy in the air. Looking down the stairs to the hall,
the murky water had risen within a foot or so of the ceiling, and everything
in the hall was certainly lost. Outside, I made my way around the church to
survey the damage. Looking into one of the windows, a small red light caught
my attention. Looking more closely through the dirty widow it suddenly occurred to me what I was seeing. A small lampada, an electric vigil light, was
glowing at the waters surface. The lamp was given as a gift a few years ago,
along with an icon of the Mother of God. We hung the icon over the door to
the kitchen near the ceiling. The water had stopped at the base of the lamp;
half submerged, it was still lit! The water was only touching the bottom of the
icon. The Rushniki, or embroidered towel which was draped around the icon
was still clean and dry! In a moment, my faith was not only restored but
seemed to grow a hundred fold. The Mother of God had heard our prayers;
she most certainly interceded in our behalf on her very feast day!
The Mother of God’s protection was not confined to our parish, but extended
to our neighbors and friends. A few days after Hurricane Irene had passed, I
found myself speaking with one of the fireman whom I had spoken with on
the night of the flood. He smiled when he learned that we were all safe, and
that the church was spared. He commented that, “in our town, not a single life
was lost!” Not to minimize the loss that occurred due to Hurricane Irene, not
every story is as joyful as ours. Certainly our sister Church of the Holy Ghost
in Manville NJ suffered more damage with flood waters entering the church
nave and rectory, but the sanctuary was untouched, the buildings stand and
its members were uninjured. Watching the weather reports and radar images
of the storm on that day, I realize it could have been much worse for many people. We pray for those who lost their lives and for their families, for all the rescue workers and labors that continue in the clean up and repair.
On the following Sunday, our parishioners were undeterred, celebrating the
Liturgy as usual, even offering a Coffee Hour under a tent in the front yard.
Many things were unchanged by the effects of the hurricane; some things ironically were made better and stronger! The lamp before the icon of the Mother
of God remains lit to this day; even during the clean up, the icon and lamp remained in their place watching over us. On September 22 we gathered as a
Deanery in Saint John the Baptist Church in Perth Amboy to offer the
Akathist Hymn to the Mother of God as a prayer of thanksgiving, not only for
protecting our parish but for her protection over all the churches and over so
many people. Most Holy Mother of God, save us!

back to St. John the Compassionate Mission and the Lived Theology School
in Toronto, Canada. The Juniors also discussed a second trip to the mission in
the summer of 2012, following the success of the Summer 2009 trip, to present the funds personally to the mission staff. The Junior ACRY also took up
the initiative to establish a relationship with the Orthodox Christian Fellowship, adding them, as well as the Distinguished Diocesan Donors Fund, to
their list of standing annual donations.
The installation of newly elected Junior and Senior officers took place just
prior to the Grand Banquet. Senior officers are Nicholas Dzubak, President;
Amy Oblinsky, Vice President and Junior Advisor; Maryann Hudak, Secretary; Deborah Samilenko, Treasurer; Barbara Fitzgerald, Financial Secretary;
Stacey Carlisle, Alex Righetti, Kevin Coffman, and Mark Sudik, Auditors;
Stephanie Nakonecznyj, Athletic Director; Danielle Bartko, Publicity Director; Rachel Pribish, Junior Advisor; and John Fedornock, Sergeant-at-Arms.
Junior Officers include Tim Paproski, President; Anastasia Koss, Vice President; Sophie Timko, Corresponding Secretary; Kyra Leasure, Treasurer; Alyssa
Waryanka, Financial Secretary; Jess Pak and Paul Zdinak, Auditors; Cassandra
Eddy, Publicity Director; and John Puzakulics, Sergeant-at-Arms.
At the grand banquet, the following awards and presentations were made. The
Junior Chapter Achievement Award went to the Potomac, Maryland Chapter
25 and Mrs. Deborah Samilenko of the Stratford, CT ACRY Chapter 23, received the Junior Advisor of the Year Award.
The following Scholarships were awarded: Freshmen Adam Coffman –
Schereville, Joanne Puzakulics – Binghamton, Ileana Righetti – Ambridge and
Zachary Koss – Phoenixville; Sophomore - Kevin Coffman – Schereville and
Elizabeth Puzakulics – Binghamton; Senior- Katherine Stienstra – Homestead; Metropolitan Orestes Memorial - Rachel Pribish – Elizabeth; Mary
Kay Wanchik Memorial - Stephanie Coffman – Schereville; Pani Jeanette Moriak Memorial- Joanna Puzakulics; Graduate John Fucsko – Homestead and
Seminarian - William George – Rockaway.
The keynote address was given by Very Rev. Fr. Miles Zdinak, National Junior ACRY Spiritual Advisor. In his address, Fr. Miles spoke about how our perception of others and the world around us changes as we mature in our faith.
As children we notice mainly only the physical features of others. Often times
children make comments about others based on these surface appearances,
which are not always flattering. Plus the world desires us to see things and
others through its own ideology, which is based on popular culture and cultural norms. However, our Lord shows us how to see things through faith
based on His truth. He gives us the ability to mature spiritually, so we can see
others as His creation and as our neighbors deserving of our love and compassion. Also Fr. Miles mentioned that a mature faith produces mature actions, which actions are rooted in doing and following God’s will and not
giving into cultural norms because it is easier to live a life in that way. Fr. Miles
held up the Elder Eleazar from II Maccabees as prime example of one following God’s will, not culture to set the standard for one’s life.
Father commended the National ACRY for it examples it has shown in serving Christ and His Church and urged everyone to continue to move Forever
Forward and Heavenward in a spiritually maturing faith.
Many thanks are offered to the Homestead, PA Chapter 11 for a job well done
Editor’s Note: As Father Andrew mentioned, the damages to Holy Ghost Church in offering their gracious hospitality in hosting this year’s convention.
in Manville were far more extensive. They will not be able to use their church for The next National ACRY event will be the 64th Metropolitan Orestes Meservices for quite awhile. We owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to the Ukrainian morial ACRY Bowling Tournament, which will take place Memorial day weekOrthodox Church of the USA, who are graciously allowing the Manville parish to end 2012 (May 25-28) in Phoenixville, PA.
use the chapel at St. Sophia Seminary in South Bound Brook for Divine Liturgy
on Sunday. We thank them for this act of Christian kindness!

Nicholas Fetchina wades through the flood waters.

Future Miss ACRY?
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by Chris Mihaly
Christopher Mihaly is a parishioner of Holy Trinity Church
(Danbury, CT) and the son of
Protopresbyter Luke and Pani
Bethany Mihaly. He participated in a youth service program
and this is his reflection of that
experience.

mashed potatoes, chives,
green beans, baked beans, and
biscuits. It was the most heart
warming thing to see that
even though these people
have nothing, not even a roof,
and still they were giving
away a meal to us, complete
strangers, out of the kindness
of their hearts.
“for as the body without the
However, the most amazing
spirit is dead, so faith withthing, and the one I will never
out works is dead also.”
forget happened Thursday at
James 2:26
the picnic we had with all the
work crews and families. VirThe reason I went away this
ginia went up to Lorin, the
week was to go on a mission
ASP director in charge of the
trip to West Virginia for a
center we were staying at, and
group called ASP (Appalachia
asked her for the address of
Service Project). It was my first
the place where she could dotime and I really didn’t know
nate to ASP. The first thought
Chris
Mihaly
(back
center)
is
shown
with
Lonnie,
Virginia,
Caleb
what to expect, what we were
that passed through my head
going to do, or if I would even and the ASP group in Hinton, West Virginia.
was “this woman is a saint.”
enjoy working for hours in the
And I still believe that she is.
hot sun on some strangers home. What actually happened went be- Virginia and Lonnie were willing to give away what could possibly be
yond anything I could have ever imagined or even dared to dream of. their next dinner to make sure that other people in their same conMy group was in Hinton, WV and my work group worked on a cou- dition could get what they get; a better life and a warmer, safer, and
ple in their mid-50s, Lonnie and Virginia, roof, which was completely drier home.
rotted through and leaking all over the place. I was nervous to meet Of course at the end of the week, I was crying like a child, and I am
them for the first time, but they welcomed us in like old friends that actually on the verge of tears while writing this. Just thinking about
they had not seen in years. Lonnie and Virginia, and they’re grand- this life-changing experience makes me want to head back down with
child Caleb, became like a second family to me.
all my friends and just give whatever it is that I can. I love Lonnie
Every morning, after breakfast, we would make sandwiches for our and Virginia, and Caleb, I love everyone that went on the trip with
work group for lunch, and we would also make extras for the family me, and I love the experiences that I had while I was down there.
to invite them to eat with us. However, Virginia would make us lunch, I will never forget what I witnessed there, and I will never forget the
hotdogs on Tuesday and on the last day as a parting feast; fried chicken, people that witnessed it with me.
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International Incident at
Camp Nazareth
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Constantine Kotantoulas is shown here with (L-R) fellow campers Irene Grysiak
and Taylor Freitas after the Divine Liturgy at Camp Nazareth during the final
Diocesan camping week.

U

pon arriving at Camp Nazareth, and seeing the big sign that read
“Glory Be To Jesus Christ”, my first impression was “Wow, What a
beautiful place!” I am happy to say that as I look back on the week I
spent at camp, that first impression was never once altered in any fashion.
I greatly appreciated the spiritual life of the camp. Each morning we would
open our day with a prayer service in which the entire camp would participate.
We would also start and end our mealtime in prayer. Before each meal, everyone would stand up and sing the Lord’s Prayer, and we would end our meal
with singing the Hymn to the Theotokos. Each evening we would have a different Moleben service, and just before bed, we would collectively say our
evening prayers. There were also many wonderful spiritual learning opportunities. Each day we had “Orthodox Mythbusters” which covered topics for a
wide variety of age groups. We also had clergy rap, where the campers could
write questions on sheets of paper, and have the clergy answer them. And during free time, the clergy were always available to answer any other questions
that the campers asked. Personally, I was touched by the beauty of the church,
and of the church services. When I first walked into the church, immediately
I could smell the incense that had seeped into the wood over the years. One
of my most memorable experiences at camp was during the Hours service.
There were only about ten people in the church, as the service was early in the
morning. Everyone in the church participated and took turns chanting, and I
think that that small service truly showed the real meaning of the camp.
The camp didn’t only focus on spiritual education though. There were always
different activities going on. There were team sports each morning, and a
championship at the end of the week. I found that by playing the sports, all
the campers got to learn a lot about one another, and grow closer as a result.
Many of the activities in the camp were done with a certain aspect of incredibly fun competition. Cabin cleanup was actually an enjoyable experience, as
my cabin was always striving for the best so that we could win the award for
cleanest cabin (and we were successful by the way!). We also had a photo scavenger hunt, in which each cabin was competing against the other for who
could collect the most points. There was plenty of free time everyday where we
could swim in the pool or just have some plain unstructured fun. If we wanted
to, we could play in a staff versus camper sport, which we had almost every day.
Another great memory I have of camp is when the oldest members of the two
senior cabins got to have a camp out. We went out to a field with a few members of the staff, and got to cook food over a fire and talk. Even though it
poured rain for a while, we still all managed to have a great time enjoying each
other’s company.
Coming from Canada, it was the first time I got to see the lovely Pennsylvania landscape. I and twenty other parishioners drove down ten hours from
Christ the Saviour Orthodox Sobor in Ottawa, along with our deacon, and our
priest, Fr. Maxym Lysack. We had a wide variety of ages come down to camp,
ranging from eight to seventeen. Being the oldest, it was a great experience to
see all of my family in Christ enjoying themselves to the fullest. Many want
to return next year, and I know that I do as well. I recommend this camp to
any child in our Diocese, as it is an experience I will not soon forget.
Constantine Kotantoulas

THE WEEK-THREE LUNCH TIME FLASH MOB CREW!
he three Diocesan camping weeks at Camp Nazareth came and went
this past summer. The program was a balanced menu of prayer, study,
social and physical interaction which has become the hallmark of our
Diocesan camping program for years. Though the first two weeks went off
without a hitch, most of our Diocesan faithful were unaware of a situation
that occurred during the third week that pitted nation against nation. The
story you are about to read is true, any names have been changed to protect
the innocent.
When campers arrive at camp on the first day, there is a routine that takes
place. Generally after dropping off their belongings to their cabins, everyone
makes the rounds to find their friends and renew friendships. For many, this
is the only time they see their long distance BFFs during the year. Those that
are new to Camp Nazareth usually are shy at first, waiting to see how things
work before jumping into everything. After seeing that Camp is a home away
from home and it's one big happy family, those walls come down and everyone begins to forge new memories. However, this year something was different - something was out of place.
There were a new group of faces that not a single soul realized, there were
strangers in a strange land. This new group of campers were different and
quiet, taking in everything and studying the landscape. They spoke not only
English but French and Russian and even Old Scottish! These guests tended
to their own while keeping a keen eye on the regular campers in a standoff
slightly less tense than the Sharks and Jets in West Side Story. What was more
interesting was that these newcomers brought another item to further add to
the tension - their own flag, from their own country. They bore their country's colors with pride and the maple leaf could be seen for miles. Yes, they
were Canadians!
For the first time, twenty-two youth from our Diocesan churches in Canada
joined our Diocesan camping program with the New Jersey and Connecticut
Deaneries for a week of adventure.
What was interesting and jaw dropping about this mix of young people was
the ease with which they came together. After the initial getting to know you
period there seemed to be nothing that divided these young people. The joy
of meeting their brothers and sisters in Christ from north of the border appeared to be going so well until the inevitable happened. The Canadian flag
they had brought with them was proudly hung outside cabins 1& 2 for everyone to see; it simply could not be ignored. Apparently the Canadian sense of
pride, humble and serene as it is, was too much to bear for someone or some
group of people. In the calm of the camping program the Canadian flag was
stolen from its spot in a sinister act of cowardice. From here the story takes
its turn and the incidente internationale begins to ferment.
At first, our northern brothers and sisters politely asked that it be returned to
its rightful place. These fervent pleas went ignored and the camping program
proceeded as normal. The situation escalated and then the pleas were made
in a more public and earnest manner during the announcements after meals.
The days were filled with tension, the nights with angst. As the perpetrators
made no demands or statements, one was left to wonder why this had happened at our camp. As the please went unanswered, mealtimes were riddled
with shouts of national pride and chants of “U-S-A” and “CAN-A-DA”. The
chaplains were put on alert and the infirmary was readied for any casualties
that might arise. The conflict reached a boiling point when during the midweek lunch that glorious Canadian Flag miraculously appeared hanging in the
camp dining hall. At that same lunch, a flash mob performance of The Star
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The credits roll…and then what?

he two hours or so you spend
each time you go to the
movies is a small slice of your
life. You buy your ticket, get your
snacks, watch the movie and then it’s
done. You may talk about it with
your friends as you leave the theater,
but it’s doubtful it will have a lasting
impact on your life. By the next day,
you’re already thinking about something else—school, work, etc. Perhaps that’s the biggest difference
between the movies and the Liturgy.
Attending Liturgy profoundly impacts our lives. The world wants to
tell you that going to Church every
Sunday isn’t important. “You can believe in God without going to
Church. Why is it important if you
are there or not? Who would miss
you if you weren’t there?” We can’t let
those beliefs impact us. Sunday
Liturgy isn’t just a small slice of our
life.
There are tons of names listed in the

credits of a movie. Besides the big
name stars and maybe the director, we
don’t recognize any of their names.
Does that mean the movie could’ve
been made without them? Each of
them, whether their role or job was
big or small, impacted the making of
that movie. The Liturgy is produced
by God. Its headline star is Christ.
The co-stars are the Mother of God
and the Saints. Its action is directed
by the Bishops and Priests. You are
all those other names in the credits.
Your presence, prayers and participation are a vital and important contribution.
We know that a movie is ended when
the screen goes to black and those
credits start to roll. How do we know
when the Liturgy is over? Is it over
when the priest gives the final blessing? When we kiss the cross? When
we take a piece of bread? When we
are at coffee social? It’s a trick question because the Liturgy never really
ends. Have you ever heard of the
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Father Michael Chendorain
Daylight Editor

“movie after the movie”? Probably
not. That’s because it doesn’t exist.
At Camp Nazareth this past summer,
Fr. Deacon Pawel spoke about the
“Liturgy after the Liturgy.” If the
Liturgy is the work of the people,
then that work must continue when
we exit the doors of the church. We
take what we learn--from the Epistles,
the Gospels, the hymnography—we
take what is inside us—Christ Himself—and then we share it. In the
Liturgy, we pray for those in need. In
the Liturgy after the Liturgy, we seek
those in need and we help them. In
the Liturgy, we pray for the sick. In
the Liturgy after the Liturgy, we visit
the sick. In the Liturgy, we hear the
Gospel preached. In the Liturgy after
the Liturgy, we live that Gospel.
Attend the Sunday Liturgy faithfully.
Receive the Body and Blood of Christ
each week with faith and with love.
Live the Liturgy each and every day
of your lives.

Editor’s Corner

hen a corporation or
group comes up with a
brand new idea it is
often difficult to move that idea forward and give it traction so that it
can flourish and develop. If that
idea is something that is in public
view and accessible to so many for
scrutiny and comment, how much
more intense is the pressure to perform? Thus it is with the humble
beginnings of this Daylight publication you are now reading and how
it has become an inextricable part of
The Church Messenger as a whole.
When Daylight started, its primary
form was nothing more than an
8x11 desktop published, copy ma-

Spangled Banner erupted unexpectedly followed thunderous applause.
Then, in a pause equal to that of the
1812 overture after the cannon fire,
the Canadian youth rose to their feet
and threw down the gauntlet with a
heartfelt rendition of "O Canada"
(which many of the Americans joining in because of their love of
hockey). When it was over, the cheers
and shouts were so loud it rattled the
dining hall to the foundation. Henry
Kissinger, eat your heart out.
In fact, my brothers and sisters, the
only incident that happened that
week was the coming together of
youth for one purpose, to be with
their fellow Christians in a setting
that was conducive to seeking first the
Kingdom of God and all His righteousness (Matt 5:23). It was an amazing
experience to see these young people
“gel” and get along so well. It was refreshing and it was energizing; it was
like meeting distant cousins for the
first time, yet experiencing them as if
you had known them all your life. It
was joy, pure joy to watch them interact, to see them exchange stories
and life experiences. It was humbling
to pray with them and listen to them
bring their liturgical life into our
realm. It was Orthodoxy at its finest.
I do so hope and pray that their experience was a shared one and that they
will come again and come often.
Next year is an Olympic year and I
“shudder” to think of what might
happen when you put “Old Glory”
against “'L'Unifolié”. It will certainly
make for an interesting time, of that I
am sure, so I encourage all of our
Northern brothers and sisters to come
back, you have always been welcome.
You are all a part of this family, now
more than ever, even if you think our
currency looks like “play money.”
Fr. Michael Chendorain

chine, mass produced newsletter
that was to be mailed (somehow) or
distributed through the parish
priests. As such, we must give
thanks for what has been given to us
and give credit to those responsible
for its production.

much praise from many in this Diocese as well as those from outside
and he is to be congratulated. I
thank him for his dedication and
service to all of us and pray that God
will bless him richly for his “labor of
love.”

For the past five years, the composition of Daylight has rested in the capable hands of Fr. Matthew Moriak.
In that time, it has progressed into a
beautiful mosaic capturing the
essence of our Diocesan youth. His
vision to detail the vibrant life of our
youth have brought about a renewed interest in them as the
Church and the future of our Diocese. His efforts have garnered

It is my prayerful hope that the participation this publication has received from all of you will increase
beyond measure. I humbly ask for
your support and your prayers in
this undertaking. With the input
from our children, our parents and
our priests the Daylight will become
even more than it already is and we
will be all the more richer for it.
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Camp Nazareth Summer
2011 Re-mix

R

ecord companies and artists these days often take older songs, mix
some modern elements with them, perhaps combine them with a few
other songs in a medley, and sell them as a “Re-mixes.” It’s kind of a
cool way of bringing a song that use to be in style “way back when” back into
style in the present with a sound more appealing to a modern audience. The
Camp Nazareth 2011 Summer Program had a little bit of that Re-mix “flavor”
to it. It brought some of those “oldy-but-goody” portions of Camp into the
2011 Program but with a modern twist.
The Summer’s theme: The Vocation of
Victory -- “Seek first the Kingdom of
God and His righteousness and all else
will be given you” (Matthew 6:33) is of
course a commandment of our Lord,
and yet it is a commandment with a
promise attached to it. The commandment is the “seek first part”. The
promise is the “will be given you” part.
Through the effort of the CN Staff,
the Diocesan clergy and the campers
themselves, this commandment of our
Lord was revisited in a fresh, new way
that communicated not just the commandment, but also the promise of
our Lord and did not sacrifice its eternal truth.
The re-mix nature of the 2011 summer program could also be seen in the demographics of the campers themselves. The Camp had great representation
from our traditional deaneries around the Diocese, but in addition our brothers and sisters in Christ from Canada sent a 20+ contingent of campers on an
invasion from the north. That re-mix style of camp, bringing the old together
with the new, was clearly seen in the spontaneous singing of the Canadian National Anthem in the pavilion, complete with a procession with the Canadian
Flag, followed by the break-out of “The Star Spangled Banner”. It was great
to see and hear that Fun in Christ we strive for at Camp.
In the sporting arena of the Camp
Program, which for many campers is a
highlight of the camp experience, we
saw the mix of England’s most popular women’s sport – Net Ball – with
some good old fashioned Camp
Nazareth ingenuity and know-how.
Honestly, what self-respecting male
camper would want to participate in a
very popular English women’s sport?
And yet the “fresh take” on traditional
basketball drew out the competitor in
everyone. While the competition was
fierce at times, the coaches, the referees and the campers themselves
learned and applied what it means to
compete fiercely, but with genuine Christian sportsmanship. That Christian
sportsmanship was no more clearly evident than when the CN Staff, still stinging from a week 2 loss to the campers in the Camper-Staff Basketball game,
gave the winning camper team a surprise pizza party in honor of their victory.
And yet the oldest campers themselves “one-upped” the staff by delivering
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some of the pizza to Cabin 3, the youngest boys cabin, to the youngest member of that winning camper basketball team. It’s great to see our Diocesan
children grow-up in Christ at Camp.
And to highlight just one more portion of the 2011 Camp Program that gave
it that re-mix feel, we should mention the addition of cabin talks done by both
Diocesan clergy and cabin counselors in the late evenings. As part of the program curriculum, these late night cabin talks were more informal sessions that
allowed for a recapping of the day’s theme and for addressing campers’ questions as yet unanswered. These talks were a great way to end the day in Christ
at Camp.
Finally, a “shout out” has to be given to the 2011 Camp Nazareth “Prom”
which occurred during Week 1 of the camping sessions. For those of you who
do not know about the CN Prom, perhaps one or more of its participants
would be kind enough to write an article about it for the next edition of Daylight. The Prom of 2011 was part of that re-mix which made Camp so memorable this year and which most likely established a Camp tradition. It was a
spontaneous event that revealed a great deal of maturity and potential in our
oldest campers of that week. In the immortal words of one of our youngest
campers that week, “Lookin’ good cabins 8 and A, lookin’ good.”
Many of us have our favorite “Remixes”; songs that we had forgotten
about, but that come back to us in a
more modern package and bring back
great memories with them. Camp
Nazareth Summer 2011 was itself a
mix of old and new, traditional and
fresh, that itself created great memories for campers, staff, clergy and volunteers alike. It reminds us of another
verse from the Gospels, “Therefore
every scribe who has been trained for the
kingdom of heaven is like a householder
who brings out of his treasure what is
new and what is old.” (Mt. 13:52).
Thanks be to God that He continues
to help us take was is old and what is
new at Camp and create a program
which is enriching, memorable and
fun in Christ.

Attention!
Boy Scouts * Girl Scouts
Did you know that our first Diocesan Bishop, Metropolitan Orestes of
Blessed Memory, was instrumental in starting and organizing the Orthodox Scouting movement in this country? Following his example the
Diocesan Apostolate for Youth will begin to feature and highlight our
Diocesan Youth with their Scouting endeavors and achievements. In
addition, copies of all the Orthodox Scouting Awards (Chi-Rho, Alpha
Omega and the St. George Medal) will soon be made available to all of
our Diocesan parishes in an effort to encourage and promote all Scouts
to study more about the faith, live by the scout laws and be witnesses for
the Faith. In fact, statistics have recently shown that 1 out of 6 Orthodox Scouts earn their religious medals (that's less than the percentage of
those who achieve Eagle Scout or the Gold Award).
All of our scouts and their adult leaders are encouraged to send us your
photos as well as your achievements so we can showcase our homegrown
talent. More information will be rolled in coming issues so "Be Prepared"! For further information of if you have any immediate questions, please contact Fr. Peter Zarynow at frzarynow@gmail.com.

We want you!
to help us fill Daylight
Do you have a story to share about your Faith experience? Want to
share a thought or reflection where your faith was tested? Parents, do
you have ideas to share with other parents about the trials of raising up
Orthodox children in today's society? Then we want to hear from you!
Please send us your words and let us share them with everyone. No
item is too small and no experience is unworthy! Submit your ideas to
Fr. Michael Chendorain at fathermikec@verizon.net
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One Journey on the Path of Stewardship
Fr. Robert Holet

B

y way of introduction, I serve as pastor of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA at St. Nicholas parish in Charlottesville, Virginia. Earlier this year, with the blessing of the late Metropolitan Nicholas of blessed memory, and my own hierarch,
Archbishop Antony, I was invited by Fr. Frederick Watson
to attend a meeting of the ACROD Stewardship Committee. From that enjoyable and fruitful encounter
emerged a hope that our Churches can share resources and ideas about stewardship in a way that
will be mutually beneficial to the faithful of our jurisdictions.
My initial inquiry into the topic of stewardship was
driven by a practical need. As St. Nicholas parish was
coming into existence in the late 1990s, we had to ask
the inevitable question - “Where is the money for this
venture going to come from?” Of course, the answer to
the question was, and is, ‘God’ - but how God directs the
formation of a new mission parish and provides resources for its
mission and ministry would become a fascinating pursuit for me.
Recently, while rummaging through some of my files, I found articles dating
back to the early 1990s - mostly from evangelical Protestant church sources
where stewardship was pretty much identified with tithing. Like most readers,
knowing about a topic like tithing is kind of like knowing rocket science - you
can read about it, but it becomes real only when it’s put into practice. Several
of the earliest members of the parish tithed, and their spirit of generosity and
faith was immediately perceptible in our young parish.
My pursuit led to a more in depth study of stewardship in the course of my
Doctor of Ministry studies, in conjunction with the Antiochian House of
Studies and Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, aided and abetted by Fr.
Nicholas Ferencz. These studies provided a rich opportunity to explore the
basis of Church financial operations from a review of its essential biblical roots,
nourished in the history and Holy Tradition of Orthodox Christianity. It also
challenged me to see stewardship in practical terms and personally, and to explore how stewardship is translated to a mission parish context. For me, the
burning question became, ‘What is Orthodox stewardship?” Is there anything
different about our Orthodox understanding and practice of stewardship from
other streams of Christian practice? My conclusion was a resounding, “Yes!”
We Orthodox can learn much from other church traditions in their practice
of stewardship, but there is a fundamental kernel of understanding that is best
and fully preserved only in Orthodoxy.
This kernel truth of Christianity - its proclamation - comes from our essential human vocation as both steward and priest of all that God entrusts to us.
A seminal quotation came from Fr. Alexander Schmemann in his reflections
on the contemporary, life in his book, For the Life of the World:
The first, the basic definition of man is that he is priest. He stands
in the center of the world and unifies it in his act of blessing God,
of both receiving the world from God and offering it to God - and
by filling the world with this Eucharist, he transforms his life, the
one that he receives from the world, into life in God, into communion with Him.
What was revealing in this passage was Fr. Schmemann’s identification of stewardship of the world with liturgical, priestly, Eucharistic worship. While his topic
was not specifically stewardship as such, the passage - in one swoop - identified how humankind receives from God all that we have, and having received
it, what we are to do with it.
The first, primary action of the doing part is to offer. It is in this notion of offering that the fullness of an Orthodox understanding can emerge. For us, the
Divine Liturgy is the offering of humankind by our High Priest, Jesus Christ,
of everything and every person to the Father. Christ’s offering on the Cross and
His Resurrection become the basis of the ‘acceptable offering’ which fulfills our
human vocation as priesthood and love. This is most wonderfully encapsulated in that liturgical elevation of the holy gifts by the priest, who proclaims,
‘We offer to You, Yours of Your own, in behalf of all and for all.” (In Old
Slavonic - “o vsich i za vsja”)
As Orthodox stewards we are not merely to be caretakers of earthly stuff till
we die, but are intended to offer all that we have received from the hand of
God back to Him, in thanksgiving. Fr. Alexander notes this spirit as thanksgiving or Eucharist. So again we see how our Orthodox Liturgy provides the
embedded understanding of how our life orients us to God. IF we are good
stewards our stewardship becomes an elevation of heavenly worship and com-

munion with God. This ‘lifting up’ is essential to our understanding, without
which our stewardship remains earthbound and even worldly.
Furthermore, this perspective shows us how we are to be participants in a dynamic exchange of receiving God’s gifts, offering the first and finest portion to God in thanksgiving
and worship, and then administering the rest of what is
entrusted by God to us, in that same thankful spirit,
with wisdom and generosity, especially to those in
need. Stewardship can be viewed then, as a cycle whose source is always God (the beginning and the
end - alpha and omega), who blesses humankind
with the multitude of gifts from on high, which we
receive well and offer back to Him in holy worship
and care-full administration. In the offering of the
Liturgy we lift up bread and wine, and receive back
from Christ His Body and Blood! That’s a ‘dynamic exchange’ if there ever was one!
In this view of stewardship, the differentiation of the Orthodox
practice and others becomes clearer. In the fallen world, the word
‘stewardship’ is bandied about a lot, even in the political sphere where it means
‘taking good care of things’. But in our secular world, such efforts will never
fully hit the target, because God is not even part of the discussion, let alone
recognized as originator of all things and the One who receives our offering to
Him. Even within Protestant Christianity, because of the gradual loss of the
Eucharistic centrality of (weekly) worship, the whole notion of ‘offering’ to
God is weakened or obscured. Is it not true that many people get involved in
church services to see ‘what they can get out of it’ and leave as soon as they realize that they are not ‘getting’ what they want or think they need? Orthodoxy
turns this upside down by saying that our purpose in attending our Sunday
liturgy is participatory - to fulfill our service as the priestly people of God and
offer thanksgiving to God in worship. That’s really the sum and summit of
what we do on Sunday mornings. God reveals to us that we cannot “out give”
Him, and so He bestows upon us the most precious gifts - His very Body and
Blood, in the Eucharistic offering which we receive in thanksgiving. Roman
Catholic practice has similar roots and liturgical origins to ours, but because
the Roman Mass became an obligation rather than a privilege and an act of
spiritual freedom, the full idea of stewardship could never prosper in such an
environment.
Through all of this, an answer to my initial question about funding a mission
parish begins to emerge. If stewardship first means offering back to God that
which He entrusts to us, then we are also to place our personal and parish finances under His dominion as an act of worship. The stewardship cycle is reflected by our personal offerings. Christ repeatedly taught this, reminding us
that, “Where your treasure is, there will be your heart.” Our finances are dear
to us - we labor long and hard to achieve our paychecks. When the first and
finest portion of what we have received financially from God is offered to him,
as a proportional offering, we representatively consecrate all the things of our
life to God. Again our Orthodox Church liturgy teaches us volumes. The Trebnik has prayers for blessing just about everything - from new homes to fish nets
and bee hives. The notion embedded here is a continuity of our daily life (and
work) and God’s filling it with His blessing. Do we receive a home from the
Lord? Make it holy with the priestly blessing (every year). Do we receive a new
car? Bless it that it might serve our (and God’s) purposes well. Every year we
bless the ‘first fruits’ at Transfiguration, as a reminder of God’s provision of the
harvest through our efforts.
In a similar way, the first portion of our time is offered to the Lord - on Sunday - the first day of the week, and daily - through our daily prayer time and
in service, etc. We also offer our talent and giftedness to the Lord. With this
understanding, the local parish becomes a ‘clearing house’ where God’s people put those talents and abilities to work for His purposes. A priest’s ministry
is to discern the gifts of his flock, received in Holy Chrismation, and enable
them to come to fruition in the church through service. Again our Liturgy reminds us to offer not only our stuff, but exhorts us to ‘commend our selves,
each other, and all of our life to Christ, our God.”
Finally, in exploring stewardship, one gets an inkling of what the spiritual elders (clergy and lay) of our great Church have reminded us about passing on to
others what we have received. In its best expression this is the Faith itself, and
those many elements of Holy Tradition and even local tradition, that enable
people to come to know Christ in His Church. It is in this way that after thirteen years of ministry in our parish, that I sense how we are called to ‘step up’
-cont’d on page 6
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-Editorial, cont’d from page 2

and now pass on, as faithful stewards, what we have received from the Lord in
that same priestly way, sharing it as the ‘Good News’ of salvation to others. We
exist as Orthodox Christians because someone, somewhere, was a faithful steward of the message of salvation in Christ that we have been blessed to hear and
receive, and now, pass on.
I hope that in sharing with you a little bit of my journey on the path of stewardship, you will find some markers on your own personal journey and behold
God’s wondrous blessings to you and your faith community, and as an Orthodox Christian offer yourself and what you have received back to him
through holy Eucharistic worship and wise use of all of these precious gifts. I
look forward to seeing and hearing more from the ACROD Stewardship Commission in their creative labors to bring the message of stewardship to your
Church, and even more, to seeing the faithful of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Church glorify God by carrying out this faithful stewardship of
His gifts in a powerful testament to His glory!
Fr. Robert may be reached at stewardship@embarqmail.com

along with the comments of disapproval on all four questions, the results were
more than a little disappointing: they were downright shocking! Who would
have ever thought that so many people were not happy with how God is doing
things?
Now I’m sure we are tempted to laugh this off and look at it as nothing more
than a silly survey asking some very silly questions. Yet in reality, those answers say plenty about the depth of the faith—or lack thereof—of those who
responded, and if their answers are a true reflection of how all of us view God,
we’ve got a very big problem here, don’t we? More than anything the answers
show a great lack of respect for our Heavenly Father. If nothing else, they show
arrogance and a lack of understanding of what the relationship must be between the Creator and those He created.
Of course it’s impossible to do, but if there was a way to interview God to get
His feelings on this survey, what do you think His response would be? First, I
would think He would be highly insulted by the “If God exists…” preamble
to each question. Somehow, I think His response to the numbers of the survey would be similar to a response He gave Job many years ago. We all know
the Old Testament story of Job: he was a wealthy and righteous man, who
found great favor with God. When Satan maintains that Job would be a different person if his life wasn’t so perfect, God permits Satan to bring affliction
upon Job and cause him great suffering. Three of Job’s friends try to convince
him that he must have done something terrible for such great misfortune to
have plagued him. Job maintains he did nothing wrong, but finally, although
he does not turn away from God, He demands an explanation from Him.
Well... God gives him one—one that Job wasn’t quite ready to hear. We can
summarize God’s lengthy response in one sentence: “Just who do you think you
are questioning Me?
Surely this would be God’s response to this survey—and it truly would be a
fitting one. How dare anyone have the audacity to rate God’s performance?
How dare anyone criticize His plan for Creation?
It is important for us to “know our place.” God is our Father…we are His
children. God is All-Knowing…we are mere mortal, sinful men and women,
totally dependent upon Him for everything, including life itself. This must
be our answer to any question about our relationship to Him 100% of the
time.

-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

and talent to pursue a career. Salaries vary greatly among wage-earners, from
CEOs of corporations whose monetary compensation is mind-boggling, to
professional athletes whose fame and glory translate to a wealth of business
endorsements besides their team’s payroll, to the common laborer whose meager treasures are tightly budgeted in order for his family to survive. And, there
are those unfortunate individuals who have a strong work ethic and high job
qualifications, yet have been laid-off or fired by the employer. Unemployment leads to a multitude of societal problems and even crime. With so much
uncertainty and skepticism apparent in today’s society, we must be the “children of Light”, adhering to the tenants of our Orthodox Christian faith and
assisting the poor among us, while always giving glory to God in thought,
word and deed!
We must never forget the Promise that God gave to His “Chosen People”, the
Jews, of the Old Testament and the “Heroes for the Truth” who comprised
the early Christian Church, who looked for God to affect every aspect of their
lives, and ultimately, recognized the presence of the Almighty in every occurrence. I’m afraid that in our present times, the secular outlook is the dominant trend and any mention of God must be confined strictly to the Church
and separate from the State in which we dwell. Yes, we can worship freely as
we choose, give honor to the Lord’s Day by celebrating His Resurrection at the
Divine Liturgy, and receive His Body and Blood in Holy Communion. But,
for our Orthodox Christian faith to be the basis of our lives, it must surface
in the workplace, the marketplace, the educational environment, the family
residence, the recreational field, the medical or wellness regiment and in every
area of our earthly existence. We do not believe in an impersonal God, Whose
miracles have stopped in time, or ceased to exist at the Ascension of His Son
into Heaven. The Will of God is made manifest in all things that happen in
this day and age, and we are not to be fooled to speculate that the supposed
accomplishments and success of human ingenuity were attained without the
intercession of a Higher Being. Certainly, we are liable to be called, “religious
fanatics” or “holier-than-thou lunatics” out-of-sync with reality. Who knows?
We may even be religiously-profiled as an Orthodox Christian. Yet, if this be
the case, it is merely a “small cross’ we carry during this earthly sojourn.
In all of the activities that you are engaged: driving the car, scanning the Internet on your computer, preparing an appetizing dessert for the family dinner, jogging along a recreational trail in a wooded area, presenting a vital report
on your company’s financial status, shopping at the mall for a formal dress to
wear at a special occasion, give glory to God! This way of life, showing your
dependency on the Sovereign Lord, is exactly what Saint Paul prescribed in his
letters to the “saints”. “Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice.” He
wisely commands us to “Give thanks to God in all things.” The Apostle to the
Gentiles clearly defines our purpose in life by proclaiming: “Therefore it is my
aim to glorify God, both in my life and in my death. All I care is that God be
glorified.” Finally, he exclaims: “In whatever you do, whether in word or deed,
do it all for the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31; Eph. 5:20; Phil. 1:20; 4:4).
Thanks be to God that we, as Orthodox Christians, “march to the beat of a
different Drummer” and clearly see divine guidance and intervention in every
action and movement performed by His creation. There are memorable times
in our lives when we bathe in happiness and are grateful for the joys that have
sustained us. And, we also share in the bitter disappointments and tragedies
that men of free will experience in this brief period that life afforded us. Yet,
even in these sad and sorrowful moments, we have but one resolve to give
glory to God unceasingly! Isn’t it about time that we hold our applause, take
back the awards, and reserve the praise and compliments for strictly the One
who lovingly awaits our entrance into eternal life?
Very Rev. R. Michael Zak

Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor
The Church Messenger

DEEPEST SYMPATHIES
ARE EXPRESSED TO:
the family and friends of the newlydeparted servent of God

+ARCHON EDWARD SEDOR
who passed to eternal life on Saturday Sept 3, 2011.

Eternal Memory!

ENCLOSED IS MY CONTRIBUTION TO THE
DIOCESAN DONORS FUND FOR THE YEAR 2011:
Name: ________________________________
Address: _______________________________
City: ____________ State: _____ Zip: _______
Parish: ________________________________
Please make all checks payable to “2011 Distinguished Diocesan
Donors,” & send to:
Office of the Diocesan Treasurer
Diocesan Administration Building
312 Garfield
Johnstown, PA 15906
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TAYLOR, PA--Bryce Petrunich (age 14), a member of St. George’s Church in
Taylor, PA, and very gifted angler, proudly displays the 42 inch muskie he recently caught on the Susquehanna River.
JOHNSTOWN, PA--The 2011 Cathedral Vacation Church School Program
took place at Christ the Saviour Cathedral and Education Center from July 1114. The Theme was creation. Participants are pictured with Protopresbyter
Frank Miloro, Cathedral Dean, and the VCS Staff.

SCRANTON, PA--Julia Worobey of Saint Nicholas Church in Scranton, PA,
recently celebrated her 90th birthday. She is shown with her family and interim
pastor, Protopresbyter Mark Leasure.

HOBART, IN--On Sunday, September 4, at Saint Nicholas Church in Hobart, IN, Robert Gary confessed his sins for the first time and received a blessing to be an altar server. Robert was presented with an icon of our Saviour by
his parish priest, Fr Sergii Alekseev.

NESQUEHONING, PA--Pictured are the members of the 2011 First Confession Class of St. John the Baptist Church, Nesquehoning, PA. They are are:
(1st Row) Alexsya Thomas, Kelsey Staivecki, Shelby Stempa, (2nd Row)
DICKSON CITY, PA--Ethan Muha of St. Mary’s Church in Dickson City, Matthew Hilbert, Robert Stempa, Gabriel Thomas, Koby Staivecki and Mark
PA, recently made his First Confession. He is pictured with his pastor, Very Hrebik. Also shown are Fr. Robert J. Teklinski, Pastor, and Susan Bortnick,
Rev. Fr. Ronald Kovac, and his parents, Greg and Laura Muha.
teacher
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Volunteers Still Sought For Columbus Day
Weekend Camp Nazareth Work Party
PERIODICAL

MERCER, PA -- Fr. Stephen Loposky, Camp Nazareth Administrator, and
Fr. Deacon Jim Phifer, (Holy Ghost, Phoenixville) are still requesting volunteers for a Camp Nazareth work party over the Columbus Day Weekend October 7 thru October 10, 2011. Approximately 20-25 men and 10-15 women
are being sought for various projects throughout the camp. These projects include the floor sanding and waterproofing of the lodge deck, installation of
gutters and downspouts on the pavilion, assembling and installing screens on
the cabins, general repair and clean-up of the camp facilities. Food, beverages,
and lodging will be provided at the camp.
For more information, please contact Fr. Deacon Jim at 610-630-0506 or email phifer-appr@verizon.net. If you are willing to volunteer, it is important
that you notify Deacon Jim so he can get an accurate count for the food and
lodging.
What better way to spend the Columbus Day Weekend than being at our
beautiful camp and helping to keep the facilities in good condition for future
generations of campers.

25th Parish Retreat/Get-Away to
be held in Lenox, MA

T

his fall Holy Trinity Orthodox Church in Danbury, CT, will be
restarting our adult parish retreat. This year marks a significant
milestone: it will be our 25th Parish Retreat/Get-Away and we are hoping as many of you as possible will be able to join us. We have set aside
Friday November 4 through Sunday November 6 for our weekend and
we will be returning once again to the Village Inn in the quaint New
England town of Lenox, MA. The schedule will remain essentially the
same as in previous years.
The weekend package includes a two night stay at the inn, Saturday
breakfast, Saturday dinner and a Sunday brunch. The cost for the entire
weekend will be $175.00 for a single and $275.00 for a couple. This includes everything except gratuities. Checks should be made payable to
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church and given to Susan Sulich or Carolyn
Kaiser or mailed to the church, 74 Joe’s Hill Rd., Danbury, CT 06811.
Full payment must be received with reservation.
All of the rooms at the inn are lovely and each is unique. They all have
private bathrooms. Rooms will be reserved on a first-come-first-serve
basis. Reservations may be made by contacting Susan Sulich at 203746-6008 or via email at ssulich@yahoo.com. If you have any special
needs with regard to accommodations or food, please let Susan know
when you make your reservation.
The weekend will be divided between exploring our Orthodox faith and
relaxing. Saturday morning, after breakfast, we will have morning
prayers followed by a presentation. This will leave the afternoon open for
free time activities such as shopping, visiting nearby Stockbridge to see
the Norman Rockwell Museum or simply enjoying the natural beauty
of this scenic locale. There are plenty of things to do and visit in the
area which will make this a special New England weekend.
Saturday evening we will gather for a Moleben to St. Nectarios and confessions for those who wish. Dinner will be at The Village Inn followed
by free time. Sunday we will have Divine Liturgy. Following the service,
we will gather for a group picture and enjoy a hearty New England
breakfast together before departing to our respective communities.
We do hope that you will be able to attend. Please feel free to invite family and friends. The Retreat is open to all--Orthodox and non-Orthodox.
Protopresbyter Luke Mihaly

Princess Cruise to Scandinavia and Russia
11 Days
Sponsored by St. Nicholas Church - 10th Street, NYC
July 17 - 28, 2012 - Leaving from Copenhagen
Price Starting at: $2,290/person (does not include airfare or transfers)
20% deposit required to hold space (Deposit is fully refundable until
May 2012)
For further info, please contact: Stephanie Salony stephanie.salony@comcast.net or 908-284-0561

CZ Orthodox Crosses
in a sterling silver setting
designed by JOANNE
The sparkle from this cross is the light to heaven.
Large: $90.00 each Small: $60.00 each
To place orders, call Joanne at (607) 729-4192 or email to
JM09225@ hotmail.com

2011 Pan-Orthodox Clergy Wives Retreat
ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE -- As the wife of a priest and as a counselor to
many, Kh. Joanne Abdalah served as an inspiration in her life. She understood
the joys and trials of living, especially as a clergy wife. She also realized the
need for finding strength in Christ and each other. She believed that every
clergy wife needs to discover and develop her own Christian vocation. In her
memory, her family and clergy wife friends planned the first Clergy Wives
Weekend in 2009 as a fitting tribute and way to carry on her work and commitment to clergy wives.
Last October more than 75 Orthodox clergy wives from jurisdictions across
the United States enjoyed the 2nd Annual Clergy Wives Weekend at the Antiochian Village. The schedule reflected Joanne's holy and holistic approach to
life – we need to pray; we need to play. We need to enjoy the fellowship for
this short time without parish responsibilities, family responsibilities or other
cares of this world. The Weekend was a tremendous success, and so we announce the 2011 Clergy Wives Weekend!
Date: Friday evening October 28 – Sunday October 30, 2011
Location: Antiochian Village
Theme: Clergy Wife: Mother, Sister, Daughter, Friend
A Clergy Wife can find herself in the predicament of asking, "Who am I really?" In the midst of the roles she may feel called to fulfill, or the roles she
might feel pressured by others to take on, it is a good thing to be reminded of
who she is in her relationship first with God, as well as the Theotokos, and others in her life. What are the challenges to being who we are? What does it
mean to be a mother, daughter, sister and friend?
Speakers: Mother Christophora, Abbess of Holy Transfiguration Monastery,
Ellwood City, PA, Kyriaki K. FitzGerald, PhD and Presbytera
Registration information available online at www.acrod.org

