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New Priest Ordained in Nesquehoning
NESQUEHONING, PENNSYLVANIA Saturday, August 13th, 2011 was a joyous day
in the life of the Diocese, as Deacon David
Mastroberte was ordained to the Holy Priesthood by the laying-on of hands of His Eminence, Archbishop Antony (Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA), in behalf of
His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios, Diocesan Locum Tenens. The Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy and Ordination took place at St. John’s
Church in Nesquehoning, PA. 12 Diocesan
priests, 3 priests from other Orthodox jurisdictions, 4 guest clergy from the Byzantine
Catholic Eparchy of Passaic, 5 sub-deacons, 1
reader, family, friends and local faithful gathered to participate in the day’s celebration.
Upon his arrival at the church entrance, Archbishop Antony was greet by Church President,
Eugene Rebick, with the traditional gifts of
bread and salt, and by Father Robert Teklinski, Host Pastor, with the Hand Cross.
Responses to the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy

were led by Raymond Mastroberte, father of
the newly ordained priest. Following the Great
Entrance, Deacon David was brought up for
ordination by Fr. Edward Pehanich, who was
Fr. David and Paňi Vikkie’s pastor while they
lived in the Pittsburgh area. He was escorted
around the Holy Table by Fr. Edward, Fr.
Nicholas Ferencz (Seminary Prefect and professor) and Fr. Joseph Gingrich (Seminary
classmate).

Archpastoral Homily

A

t the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy,
Archbishop Antony preached on the
theme of the Transfiguration, and stressed the
responsibility of the laity to support their
priests and share in their ministry. He reminded Father David that, like Peter, James
and John at the Transfiguration, he now had
to “descend from the mountain” and begin his
appointed work. To highlight the important
-cont’d on page 3

Rockaway Parish Blesses New Rectory
ROCKAWAY, NEW JERSEY--On Saturday,
July 9, the faithful of SS Peter and Paul
Church, accompanied by deanery clergy and
faithful, friends and guests, celebrated a milestone 30 years-in-the-making with the blessing and dedication of a new parish rectory.
Diocesan Vice-Chancellor and Dean, Protopresbyter Fr. Michael Rosco celebrated the Divine Liturgy of Thanksgiving. In his homily,
referencing the struggle to accomplish this
task, Fr. Michael Rosco reminded the parish
that, “...a church is more than brick and mortar. It is made up of people who live the
Gospel of Christ, go out into the world to
grow the parish community - it is made up of
doers. You certainly have shown that you are
capable of doing.” Following the Divine
Liturgy, the faithful and clergy processed to
the new edifice for the blessing service. Also
present for the festivities was the contractor
family that built the house.
A luncheon was held in the church’s spacious
and recently remodeled hall immediately after

the service. Nancy (Skasko) Goedtel, a former resident of the old rectory who resides in
South Carolina, was on hand to celebrate with
the faithful and reminisce. Parish President
John Buzek offered a toast of thanks for the
blessings received from God in the past few
years, praise for the work of all the parishioners both young and old as well as words of
hope for a future which looks bright. Fr.
Michael Chendorain, pastor, spoke further on
the blessings the parish has received from God
not only over the past few years, but during
the parish’s entire history. He reminded them,
“The Faith is a mantle which must be passed
down from generation to generation. It does
not end with one project or initiative. It is
bolstered by our successes and strengthened
by our failures and resolve to do better.” Father Michael went on to thank the parish
council for all of their hardwork and congratulate the faithful for their patience and endurance in building such a fine house. “This
shows the diocese you are serious about hav-cont’d on page 12
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“Anyone Who Gives a Cup of Water
in My Name…”

T

his is the story of a nine year old
girl named Rachel Beckwith,
who lived in Bellevue, Washington.
By all accounts, Rachel was not your
typical child. Oh, she loved to play
and do all of the things that other kids
do. What made her so different
though was her amazing desire to
want to do things for other people—
particularly children. When she was
only 5 years old, she learned about a
program called “Locks of Love,” which
solicited hair donations to make wigs
for children with cancer. At the time,
little Rachel had beautiful long hair,
which she willingly sacrificed for this
worthy cause. When her hair grew
back to its normal length, Rachel had
it cut again and given to charity.
Rachel also loved to be involved in
her church: the Eastlake Community
Church. This spring, a speaker came
to the parish representing an organization called “Charity: Water.” He

spoke of poor areas in Africa where
there was no clean water for the children to drink. This organization was
looking for donations to dig wells to
help alleviate this growing problem.
True to form, Rachel wanted to help.
Her 9th birthday was coming up, so
she told her mom that she didn’t want
any presents or cards or cake or a
party for her birthday this year. All
she wanted was for her friends and
relatives to donate $9 that would go
to this new, noble cause that she was
championing. Her mom helped her
set up a webpage on the internet to
gather additional donations and she
set a goal of $300 that she wanted to
raise. On June 12th, her birthday
came and went, and Rachel ended up
just a bit short of her goal: she was
only able to raise $220. Now all children are disappointed when they
don’t reach the goals they set, and
Rachel was no different. Still, her
-cont’d on page 12
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“Climb the Mountain of the Virtues”

O

ne evening my wife and I were
watching a documentary about
mountain climbers ascending Mount
Everest. As we watched these climbers
battling extremely cold temperatures,
dangerous cliffs, brutal winds, and
many other hazards, we were both
struck by how imprudent and frivolous it seemed to risk your life just to
prove that you could climb a mountain. Some of these climbers lost fingers and toes to frost bite. Others lost
their lives. They were driven to take
these risks and battle the elements by
a deep drive to accomplish something
great--to climb Mount Everest.
As we listened to these climbers talking about their experiences and what
motivated them, I remembered a
quote from one of the Church Fathers: “If you want to climb a mountain, climb the mountain of the
virtues.”
In the summer of 2010 I had the
chance to experience in a very small
measure the thrill that these “heroic”
climbers experienced while ascending
Mount Everest. My family and I traveled to Portland, Maine, to visit our
daughter and son-in-law and our
brand new granddaughter. While in
Maine we spent a few days at Acadia
National Park. What a beautiful
place! The beauty of Acadia is equal,
in my opinion, to that of the Grand
Canyon.
After a couple days in the park I got
the urge to climb a mountain. Of
course we had already driven to the
top of Cadillac Mountain and enjoyed the majestic view of the Atlantic
Ocean and the surrounding mountains. However, I got it into my heart
that I wanted to hike up a mountain-to start at the bottom and get myself
to the top on my own two feet.
I remembered my judgmental attitude toward the Mount Everest
climbers and felt a little hypocritical
for indulging in this “frivolous” yearning to climb a mountain. Nevertheless, I determined that I was going to
do it and so the night before, I studied a trail map and found the perfect
mountain. Honeycomb Mountain
was a short distance from our hotel,
would only take about an hour, and
had just enough difficulty to it to
make it a challenge. If I started early

enough, I could climb a mountain
and be back before the rest of the
family was having breakfast.
The trail to the top of Honeycomb
Mountain was pretty much straight
up. The trail map called it “rugged”
and standing at the bottom looking
up it sure seemed that way. I wondered if I would actually be able to
make it. The trail was all rock marked
by blue hash marks every so often to
guide the hiker up the ascent.
Footholds were carved out of stone
and iron handholds were driven in
the rock at certain places where the
natural configuration of boulders and
stone did not accommodate climbing.
When I reached the peak of the
mountain I thought I would have a
“mountain top” moment, a feeling of
exhilaration and accomplishment that
I had met my goal. I had climbed a
mountain! While I did enjoyed the
hike, and the beauty of the rocks and
mountains and ocean was beyond description, I felt an undeniable emptiness inside as I sat on a boulder at the
peak and experienced one of the
greatest scenic overlooks in America.
What was the source of my emptiness, my uneasiness, my feeling that
something was missing? I remembered the voice of the Church Fathers,
“Climb the mountain of the virtues.”
No matter how high I had climbed in
a geographical sense, I realized that
when it comes to the virtues, I was
still wandering aimlessly in the plains,
or at best in the foothills. I still had
not ventured to seriously set about to
be a true Christian, to reach out and
take the full righteousness and holiness being offered each and every day
to us by our Lord and God and Savior, Jesus Christ.
The problem we face is that too often
we think that being a Christian means
doing something great for God,
something that other people will notice, something extraordinary that
most people wouldn’t do, like being a
missionary, or priest, or some other
“Christian” vocation. We’re looking
for that mountain to climb that is
going to make us special and all the
while we are ignoring the mountain
path of holiness clearly set out for us
in Holy Scripture and Holy Tradition.
What is this mountain path that leads
-cont’d on page 10
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-Ordination, cont’d from page 1

role that the priest’s wife has in a priest’s ministry, Archbishop Antony offered
a special blessing to Pani Vikkie, asking for God’s strength and guidance. Father David presented the cross for veneration to all the clergy and faithful present, receiving their congratulations and best wishes.

Ordination Luncheon

F

ollowing the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, a luncheon was offered by St.
John’s parish, at which time Father David gave a reflection on 2011 as a
“year of firsts,” in which he shared a number of anecdotes—some humorous,
some serious—which underscored the responsibility we all have to do God’s
work when called to do so. On Saturday evening, Fr. David celebrated Great
Vespers at St. Nicholas parish in Lansford, where his father Raymond serves
as cantor. On Sunday morning, he celebrated his first Divine Liturgy at the
same church, followed by a luncheon provided by the parish.

Biographical Sketch

F

ather David Mastroberte was born in Hackensack, New Jersey on March
17, 1983. At the age of 3, his family relocated to the Pocono Mountains
of northeastern Pennsylvania. From infancy, his life centered around the
Church. In the early days of his youth, his father served as cantor and choir
director at St. John’s in Rahway, New Jersey. At age 7, David received his First
Confession at Annunciation Monastery in Tuxedo Park, NY and shortly thereafter began to serve in the altar. Later, he and his family attended a nearby Orthodox parish in the Poconos—Holy Trinity (OCA) in Stroudsburg.
From a young age, David felt a spiritual calling to serve God as a priest, and
took a keen interest in the Church and many aspects of its life, including the
ecclesiastical arts of music (particularly prostopinije) and iconography. In 2005,
he participated in an OCMC mission trip to Romania. In 2006, he graduated
from Keuka College with a bachelor’s degree in Visual and Verbal Art. From
2006 to 2008, he worked as Office Administrator and a cantor at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Columbia, SC. Working full time for an Orthodox Church allowed David to more fully and critically explore his vocation.
In 2008, David and Vikkie Souilliard (whom he knew through church in the
Poconos) were married. For the first year of marriage they lived and worked
in the Pittsburgh area, where they attended St. Nicholas Church in Monongahela, PA.
In 2009, David began his studies at Christ the Saviour Seminary in Johnstown. In May 2010, Metropolitan Nicholas ordained David to the diaconate,
and he served as deacon at Christ the Saviour Cathedral until his priestly ordination. On May 13, 2011, Deacon David and Vikkie welcomed the birth
of their first child, Elias Andrew.
Beginning on September 1, Fr. David is assigned serve as Administrator of St.
John’s Church in Sharon, PA. While he grew up on Pennsylvania’s eastern
end of Route 80, he will now serve a parish at Pennsylvania’s western end of
the same highway!

His Eminence, Archbishop Antony, presents Fr. David to the congregation.

Official
Notice
with the blessing of His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios,
Locum Tenens of the Diocese

Ordinations
FATHER DAVID MASTROBERTE, ordained to the Priesthood by Archbishop
Antony of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA on August 13 in
St. John Church, Nesquehoning, PA.

Retirements
PROTOPRESBYTER MICHAEL POLANICHKA, at his request, granted retirement status, effective August 29, but with continuing service as Financial Secretary of the Priests’ Pension Fund and Consultor/Member of the
Diocesan Consistory.

Releases
FATHER MATTHEW MORIAK, at his specific request, relieved of his responsibilities as Administrator of Holy Ghost Church in Manville, NJ,
and as Editor of “Daylight”, effective September 30, and released to the
Orthodox Church in America.

Appointments
FATHER DAVID MASTROBERTE, newly-ordained, assigned as Administrator of St. John the Baptist Church in Sharon, PA, effective September 1.
FATHER MICHAEL CHENDORAIN, presently on the staff of D.A.Y.
(Diocesan Apostolate for Youth Ministry), given the additional responsibilities as editor of ‘Daylight’.
PROTOPRESBYTER DAVID COCHRAN, appointed to the staff of D.A.Y.
FATHER PETER ZARYNOW, appointed to the staff of D.A.Y.
FATHER MATTHEW STAGON, appointed to the staff of D.A.Y.

Fr. David prepares to partake of the Body of Christ..
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Diocesan Youth Seek the Kingdom of God at Camp Nazareth

2011 Camp Nazareth Staff

MERCER, PA --- In keeping with the 2011 Diocesan Summer Camp theme,
The Vocation of Victory: Seek First the Kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and all these things shall be added (Matthew 6:33), a record number of Diocesan youth took time out of their hectic summer schedules to attend one or
more of the three 2011 Diocesan camping weeks at Camp Nazareth. This year,
we were blessed with a large group of campers from the northern most region
of the Diocese - the Canada Deanery.
This year’s program offered the youth the opportunity to reflect upon their vocation or calling to serve God and humanity, through guided faith enrichment
classes, group and individual discussions with the clergy and within the context of the rich daily life of prayer and participation in the Holy Mysteries of
Repentance and the Eucharist.
During their stay at Camp Nazareth, they had the opportunity to practice
their faith, being patient with others while living in close quarters, providing
a listenning ear to those dealing with homesickness or other personal issues,
and by finding joy in fellowship in the well-developed program of daily activities.
The clergy and staff members in attendance were strengthened in their own
faith witnessing first hand the great love the campers had for participating in
and singing with great beauty and zeal the daily divine services which ranged
from Morning and Evening Prayers, to Services of Intercession (Moleben’s and
Akathists) to Great Vespers and Divine Liturgy. The Glory of the Lord was
palpable at each and every gathering for prayer in the beautiful Carpathian
Style Sts. Cyril and Methodios Church, as the campers sang with great zeal, the
Plain Chant responses to the Divine Services. Especially noteworthy this year
was the singing of several hymns in the Byzantine (Greek) style of chanting,
such as the Hymn to the Virgin Mary, written by St. Nectarios and Psalm 135
as sung on Mount Athos.

So that more could experience the incredible beauty of our Diocesan youth
singing the hymns of the Church, this year several divine services and other
hymns sung by small groups of clergy, staff and campers were recorded during the the third and final camping week. The complete recording of Great
Vespers and Liturgy for the Feast of Transfiguration and selected para-liturgical hymns have been uploaded and can be listened to on-line or downloaded
to your iPod or mp3 player.
It has often be said that our youth are the future of the Church. While this is
technically true, it does not tell the full story. At Camp Nazareth, even to the
most casual observer it is obvious that our youth ARE an indispensible part of
the Church of today. At camp, they are encouraged to take ownership of their
spiritual lives and fully participate in the liturgical life. At Camp Nazareth,
there are no “pew potatos” only active participants. When given the opportunity they rise to the occassion and serve God and the Church, with joy and
with gladness.
Camp Nazareth, replete with, in the words of + Metropolitan Nicholas, its
heartbeat, St Cyril and Methodios Church, is truly a jewel in the crown of our
God-Saved Diocese. Fr. Stephen Loposky, the Administrator of Camp
Nazareth, along with his entire family and the 2011 Camp Staff are to be
commended for their love and concern for our Diocesan youth, and all their
labors which made the 2011 Diocesan Camp Program a spiritually uplifting
and strengthening experience for all. As the tears shed at the end of each
camping week by the campers and the many photos, comments and remembrances that have been posted on our campers’ Facebook pages within hours
of returning home demonstrate, our youth have a deep love for Camp
Nazareth. For truly as the Camp Nazareth song so beautifully expresses, “it is
a place where you find God everywhere.” What could possibly be better than
this!

Evening Prayers.

Week 1 Graduates from Camp Nazareth.

Hear no evil, see no evil, speak no evil!

These young girls gave a stellar performance for the week 3 Camp Nazareth
dance-off.
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The Light of Glory
T

he Apostle John proclaims that
“God is light and in Him is no
darkness at all” (1John 1:5). In the 8th
chapter of John’s Gospel Jesus identifies Himself by saying, “I am the light
of the world. He who follows me shall
not walk in darkness, but have the light
of life” (John 8:12). Throughout
Scripture God is identified with, and
manifested through, light. When our
Lord was transfigured on Mount Thabor, His physical body radiated with
the uncreated light of the Holy Trinity. This climactic metamorphosis in
the presence of His disciples reveals
the true divinity of Christ and the potential of the human person through
the process of deification.
Jesus took three of his closest disciples,
Peter, James and John to the heights
of Mount Thabor and began to pray.
“As He prayed, the appearance of His
face was altered, and His robe became
white and glistening” (Luke 9:29).
Moses and Elijah then appeared,
speaking with Jesus. The disciples
were overjoyed at being witnesses to
the extraordinary event and exclaimed, “Lord, it is good for us to be
here” (Matthew 17:4). And so it was,
for they had been granted the gift of
the vision of God.
This vision of the divine glory has
been a gift granted to contemplative
monastics, those following the hesychastic tradition, throughout the history of the Church. The hesychasts
employed physical techniques in their quest for unceasing prayer and communion with God. This physical discipline involves rhythmical breathing
united with the repletion of the holy name of Jesus, as well as a visual fixation
on the area of the navel or breast. These techniques are recognized as physical helps in the search for the place of the heart, the psychosomatic center of
the human person, and the point of communion with God. Communion
with God through the process of deification is the experiential goal of the hesychast, often involving the sensual perception of the uncreated light of the glory
of God.
Prayer is a primary element (along with the sacraments of the Church, especially the Eucharist, and ascetic struggle) in the process of deification, and is
essential for the vision of God as sought by the hesychasts. This is not to say,
however, that prayer is the necessary cause of this vision or of deification itself.
The mystical experience of deification and the perception of the divine light
are gifts. They are not natural to man, nor the result of human effort. St.
Gregory Palamas, the great 14th century defender of Orthodoxy and proponent of the hesychastic tradition, states in his well-known work on this subject, The Triads, that “the grace of deification transcends every natural
relationship, and there does not exist in nature ‘any faculty capable of receiving it.’” Rather, prayer disposes and opens the human person to the reality of
God and the reception of His deifying grace. It is significant that Jesus and
His disciples were in prayer when Jesus was transfigured and the senses of the
disciples were opened to this grace.
It is important to note here that the hesychasts and the contemplatives sought
pure, unceasing prayer, which was received as a gift from God. Pure prayer is
described as a continuous communion with God in the heart. However, it
must be emphasized that this state of pure prayer is also a gift bestowed on
those who cooperate with the grace of God and persevere in internalized mental prayer. Ascetic struggle and perseverance opens one to the gift of pure
prayer and the vision of the uncreated light. St. Gregory makes this point
most beautifully when he writes:
“One recognizes this light when the soul ceases to give way to the evil pleasures and
passions, when it acquires inner peace and the stilling of thoughts, spiritual repose
and joy, contempt of human glory, humility allied with a hidden rejoicing, hatred
of the world, love of heavenly things, or rather the love of the sole God of heaven”
(Triads. Pg. 90).

Here we can see the need for purity of
heart and mind, and the submission
of ones whole being to the search for
God. Dispassion and mental prayer
are essential if one is to receive the gift
of pure prayer and the knowledge of
God through participation in His divine energies.
We know from the tradition of
apophatic theology that God is totally
transcendent and unknowable in his
nature. However, through the Incarnation the transcendent God has
drawn near to man and true knowledge of Him has been made possible.
Through the deifying grace of Christ
man is united with God and receives
true knowledge of Him through direct
experience. Man enters into a knowledge that is beyond all knowledge. He
no longer relies on created signs and
symbols. Those who receive the deifying grace of God are taught by God
Himself and come to know Him, as
opposed to simply knowing about
Him. St. Gregory writes:
“But those who possess not only the faculties of sensation and intellect, but have
also obtained spiritual and supernatural
grace, do not gain knowledge only
through created beings, but also know
spiritually, in a manner beyond sense
and intelligence, that God is spirit, for
they have become entirely God, and
know God in God” (Triads. Pg. 69).
It is important to recognize, however,
that this experiential knowledge of and
participation in the reality of God does not diminish the fact of His transcendence and unknowability. Man does not participate or know God in His
essence, but in His energies. The essence of God refers to His absolute otherness and unknowability. His essence will remain eternally unknown to us.
As creatures, we can never know the Creator as He knows Himself. The energies of God, on the other hand, reveal Him as He is accessible and communicable to His creatures. When we speak of God’s energies, we understand this
to mean God in action. However, the energies of God must not been understood as a “part” of Him. God is fully present in His energies. According to
St. Gregory, “Essence and energy are thus not totally identical in God, even
though He is entirely manifest in every energy, His essence being indivisible”
(Triads. Pg. 104). Through this distinction between essence and energy, Palamas provides the basis for the dialectic reality of God’s transcendence and immanence. It is through the uncreated energies that man is deified and comes
to truly know and participate in the eternal life of God.
The vision of light experienced by the hesychasts was never perceived as a vision into the essence of God, though they were accused of being Messalians,
those who claim to see the essence of God. Rather, this light was a manifestation of divine energy, the same illuminating energy witnessed by the apostles on Mount Thabor when Christ was transfigured before their very eyes and
radiated with the uncreated, divine glory of the Trinity. The light experienced
by the apostles was the true glory of the Godhead. It was not a hallucination,
nor was it something added to the divine person of Christ. It was the revelation of His eternal divinity.
It should be emphasized that the vision of the uncreated light is not a prerequisite for salvation or deification. Nor is it a gift intended for all in this life.
The vision of light is traditionally peculiar to those called to the way of life
leading to this vision – that of contemplation. Is God any less present in the
lives of those who are called to a way of life other than the monastic? Is He
any less present in the lives of those who have not experienced this vision of
light? No! St. Gregory offers hope and reassurance when he writes:
“The Lord dwells in men in different and varied way according to the worthiness
and way of life of those who seek Him. He appears in way to an active man, in
another to a contemplative, in another again to the man of vision, and in yet different ways to the zealous or to those already divinized” (Triads. 83 – 84).
-cont’d on page 7
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2011 Graduates

CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN--Isaac Miller of Holy Transfiguration Orthodox
Church received an Orthodox Study Bible from the parish upon his graduation from high school. Isaac will be attending Purdue University and is the
son of Father Alexis and Pani Nina Miller.

NEW YORK, NY--St. Nicholas Church (10th Street) honored their graduates
at the end of June with a Graduate Sunday. Graduates received icons and were
given a special themed Graduate Sunday Coffee Hour. Below are several of the
parish graduates with their Pastor Fr. Joseph Gingrich (who himself was one
of the graduates honored this year).

HOBART, IN--2010 graduate Lauren Freeman is pictured with her grandmother Dorothy Mastronicola, her brother Timothy and the parish priest, Fr.
Sergii Alekseev. Lauren has begun her studies at Purdue University (North
Central campus), specializing in Landscape Architecture.
HOMESEAD, PA--Lauren Lacock and Lauren Babbie were honored on Graduate Sunday at Saint Nicholas Church in Homestead, PA. They are shown
with their pastor, Protopresbyter Robert Buczak.

NILES, IL--The 2011 graduates at Saint Michael’s Church in Niles, Illinois
were honored on June 5th. Pictured with his pastor, Protopresbyter Samuel
Sherry, and parish council president, Geary Foltman, is Matthew Misichko.
Matt has graduated from the University of Illinois with Highest Honors and POTOMAC, MD--Pictured with their pastor, Fr. Peter Zarynow, are the 2011
will attend the College of Law there in the fall. Other 2011 graduates in- Graduates from Holy Resurrection Church in Potomac, MD. They are:
Stephanie Krynitsky, Angela Sudik and Diana Acsente. (Missing from the
cluded Abbie Bates, Dustin McCance and Michael Zmina.
photo are Rachel Koval and Matthew Koval.)

WINDBER, PA--Pictured are the High School graduates of Saints Peter and
Paul Church in Windber, PA: Katie Szapka, Scott Dulak and Raissa Berry.
They are shown with their pastor, Very Rev. Fr. Miles Zdinak, andwith Fr.
Deacon Robert Conjesko. Not pictured are Jarid Cover and college graduate
Steven Smeal.

HOMER CITY, PA--Taylor Stiteler of Saints Peter and Paul Church in
Homer City, PA, graduated from high school this year. She is shown with her
parents, Rich and Cathy Stiteler, and their Priest, Fr. Matthew Conjelko.
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Build Mission Awareness in your
Parish in this New Church Year

SAINT AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA--As we begin a new Church year, please
consider the following opportunities to develop international Orthodox missions as a regular part of parish life. The activities listed below are just a sampling of those that can be coordinated, and the OCMC is always ready to
assist your community! Some ideas are:
*Establish a missions committee and/or name an OCMC Ambassador;
*Coordinate a missions-related Bible Study focusing on the lives of
missionary saints;
*Invite a missions speaker;
*Incorporate missions into the Sunday School curriculum;

Our late Metropolitan Nicholas is shown visiting the children of the Saint Nicholas Orphanage in Medzilaborec.

BINGHAMTON, NY -- St. Michael’s Church of Binghamton, NY is
pleased to host the first annual International Children’s Classic at Endwell
Greens Golf Club on Monday, September 26, 2011. The event will benefit the
St. Nicholas Orphanage in Medzilaborec, Slovakia and the Holy Cross Orphanage and the Children’s Wing of the Uzhgorod Regional Medical Center
in Uzhgorod, Ukraine.
The captain and crew golf tournament is scheduled for a shotgun start at
9AM. The cost is $100 per participant or $400 per team. The registration fee
includes 18 holes of golf and two carts per team. Beverages will be provided
for participants on the course. A dinner will follow at Endwell Greens. Men
and Women as well as Mixed teams are encouraged to participate. Prizes will
be awarded to the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place teams and the Men’s and Ladies’
longest drive. The two closest to the pincontests will receive awards. All dinner participants will be eligible to win one of many door prizes, and all golfers
will receive an ICC tournament golf shirt and team photo in appreciation for
their participation.
Individuals who don’t play golf but wish to support the tournament may purchase a $40 dinner ticket. The price includes dinner with the golfers following the competition and entry into the doorprize contest. Tournament golf
shirts will be available at a cost of $30.
All net proceeds from this event will be divided between the St. Nicholas Orphanage in Medzilaborce, Slovakia, and the Holy Cross Orphanage and the
Children’s Wing of the Uzhgorod Regional Medical Center in Uzhgorod,
Ukraine.
Prior support for the children of these facilities was initiated with the approval
and support of the late +Metropolitan Nicholas. The International Children’s
Classic tournament was founded in the same spirit of compassion for these
children in need.
-Light of Glory, cont’d from page 5

Deification remains an eternal process of growth from glory to glory, experienced in this life in different ways by different people called to different ways
of life, and is in no way limited to nor synonymous with the vision of light.
By way of conclusion, let me again quote St. Gregory himself:
“…The chosen disciples saw the essential and eternal beauty of God on Thabor (as
the Church sings)… not the glory of God which derives from creatures, as you
think, but the superluminous splendor of the beauty of the Archetype; the very formless form of the divine loveliness, which deifies man and makes him worthy of personal converse with God; the very Kingdom of God, eternal and endless, the very
light beyond intellection and unapproachable, the heavenly and infinite light, out
of time and eternal, the light that makes immortality shine forth, the light which
deifies those who contemplate it. They indeed saw the same grace of the Spirit
which would later dwell in them; for there is only one grace of the Father, Son and
Spirit, and they saw it with their corporeal eyes, but with eyes that had been opened
so that, instead of being blind, they could see” (Triads. Pg. 106).
Protopresbyter Mark Leasure

*Hold a missions luncheon/dinner featuring foods from mission
countries;
*Coordinate a missions retreat;
*Financially support the ministry of a long-term missionary and/or
mission priest;
*Hold a Walk for Missions;
*Recruit parish members to participate on a short-term mission
team;
*Include support of OCMC mission ministries as part of the local
parish annual budget;
*Coordinate a Youth Event and/or participate in Hunger Strike;
We look forward to brainstorming these as well as many other ideas with you
as you look toward this new Church Year! Please give Kenneth Kidd, Annual
Gifts Officer, a call at 904-829-5132, ext 161 or by email at kenny@ocmc.org,
to discuss ideas or obtain more detail on items listed above.

BECOME A
DISTINGUISHED DIOCESAN DONOR
Giving Levels:
$100 Entry Level Donor
$250 Bronze Level Donor
$500 Silver Level Donor
$1,000 Gold Level Donor
$10,000 and up Platinum Level Donor
“Equipping the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the
Body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12).

ENCLOSED IS MY CONTRIBUTION TO THE
DIOCESAN DONORS FUND FOR THE YEAR 2011:
Name: ________________________________
Address: _______________________________
City: ____________ State: _____ Zip: _______
Parish: ________________________________
Please make all checks payable to “2011 Distinguished Diocesan
Donors,” & send to:
Office of the Diocesan Treasurer
Diocesan Administration Building
312 Garfield
Johnstown, PA 15906
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From College to Cape Town
(Editor’s Note: Nicole Mularz is a member of St. John
the Baptist Church in Perth Amboy, New Jersey.)

When we were not sightseeing or visiting other
NGOs the remainder of our time was spent working with two non-profits which were GAPAs only a sophomore at American University,
Grandmothers Against Poverty and AIDS as well as
there are already so many new experiences I
Sisters4Sisters.I also volunteered with Sibongile
have had. Living in the diverse metropolitan city of
Day and Night Care Centre. In addition to this, I
Washington, D.C., there is always a rally to take
worked on getting soccer equipment to students
part in, a cause that needs supporting, or the conwho lived in the township of Imizamo Yethu for an
stant excitement that a United States Congressman
after school program that ANC Community Deor Senator will take the seat next to me on the
velopment leader, Kenny Tokwe, was starting for
Metro. Hearing that President Obama or General
the young people of his community to keep them
Colin Powell will be on campus no longer surprises
safe and out of trouble.
me, and having my dorm room right next to the
In South Africa, there was a recurring theme of cerHomeland Security building is no longer strange.
tain age groups needing the most help, as well as
While all unique, none of those experiences would
being the most vulnerable. These included the
compare to the new memories I would make less
youngest and the oldest individuals. One of the
than a year after I began my freshman year. This
main reasons for this is due to the HIV/AIDS epiFebruary, I found out I had been accepted into a
demic. In Khayelitsha, one of the largest townships
program that would allow me to go to South Africa
in South Africa, Grandmothers, are fighting to
on a community-based learning trip for two
change statistics and serve themselves, as well as
months. What I would witness there, which inNicole on top of Table Mountain.
their communities. GAPA-Grandmothers Against
cluded the heartbreak of seeing apartheid orchestrated townships and witnessing the daily life of hundreds of Grandmothers Poverty and AIDS was started in 2001, in order to give Grandmothers the
whom lost their own children to HIV/AIDS, would become infinitely more strength as well as the skills to fight the AIDS epidemic with the use of knowlfearsome then seeing that the infamously huge escalators of the Metro by cam- edge and psychosocial support groups. The NGO is focused towards Grandpus were broken again. Even though there were very heartbreaking moments mothers and now Grandfathers, because they are forced to bear the burden of
on my trip, the severity of the horrible situations were made better by seeing caring for their grandchildren after their own children die of HIV/ AIDS.
the hardworking people making a difference in each community and, to my Many of these grandmothers are HIV positive themselves, and a good amount
surprise, being closer to first Lady Michelle Obama in Cape Town, then I of them are also taking care of grandchildren who are positive. The grandmother’s work on skills such as gardening, knitting, beading, and also attend
might ever get living in D.C.
Last December I had decided to sign up for a Community-Based Learning support sessions as well as a health club to make sure they are healthy and taktrip to South Africa focusing on societal transformation through race, gender, ing care of themselves, while simultaneously gaining a source of income.
and class. It would be an eight-week program where there would be a mix of Grandmothers also work to keep the children of the community safe by provolunteering with two non-profits, and also getting the chance to meet with viding an afterschool program. With the help of GAPA, these grandmothers
other influential NGOs, a non-governmental organization. Whether it was feel as if they have a renewed purpose not only to take care of themselves, their
my newly acquired go-getter attitude that came with being an American Uni- families, but of each other. Even though some of these grandmothers have
versity student or a secret passion that I never knew, I decided to apply to the nothing and have dealt with the deaths of all of their children from HIV/AIDS
program. In February I had learned that I was accepted. After attending weekly or other tragic events, they will always greet you with a song, a hug, and a
pre-departure information sessions, I was still wary about what exactly would smile. This October GAPA will be celebrating their tenth anniversary and they
greet me as I landed in Cape Town. Two months and a 23-hour plane ride are looking to spread their vision to other African countries to give grannies
separating me from home was far, but I was wiling to face the unknown, and all over the world hope, strength, and courage.
Imizamo Yethu is another apartheid-orchestrated township in the Western
on May 28th, I left for South Africa.
As the plane touched down, the night sky was absolutely black and the lay of Cape. Near a very beautiful fishing town called Hout Bay, Imizamo Yethu is
the land would remain a mystery until the sun came out the next day. After a township located on a mountainside with very little resources. As a mixed
my long travel, I was very relieved to see that there were no lions lounging on formal and informal settlement, meaning that some residents have houses and
the runway, or baboons trying to get through baggage claim. It was much some live in shacks, there is much need within the community. Thankfully
colder than it was when I left New Jersey, our summer being their winter, and there are people like ANC Community Development Leader Kenny Tokwe,
I was surprised by how modern the airport was since it was updated for the who recognized the needs of his community, and thus was prompted to make
2010 FIFA Soccer World Cup. While there were some things I noticed that change. In Kenny’s township there is one place to wash your clothes, no bathnight that were different, I would not be exposed to some of the most sad- rooms in most of the homes, and very little access to clean water. Fortunately,
through various programs there is a lot of stress placed on a better life for the
dening aspects of the country until a few weeks later.
youth of his community. Kenny is starting a soccer program to encourage emOur schedule was fully packed with some something new to learn about or do
powerment for the youth of his community during school breaks. He hopes
every day. Travelling with my Professor, Dr. Bette Dickerson, who was fully
that they will be able to play against teams from other townships soon.
connected to the Cape Town community, I was able to do a lot of incredible
Through the help of my community at home, I was able to get boxes of socthings and see a lot that most visitors to South Africa don’t even realize exist.
cer cleats, shorts, shirts, and balls to Kenny before I left South Africa. He is still
In my two-month journey I was able to get acclimated to all aspects of life in
in need of soccer uniforms so that his team will be able to play other teams.
South Africa. From sightseeing, to visiting countless non-profits, both aided
Thankfully there are people like Kenny all over South Africa that share a viby the United States or started in South Africa, it was a joy to meet so many
sion of youth empowerment to build a stronger and more equal nation in the
people who genuinely care about the well being and status of life for others.
years to come. After I left South Africa, I received this message from Kenny,
Even in the most socioeconomic underprivileged communities, people are not
stressing just how thankful he was to receive the donation,
waiting for the South African government to come and save them. They are
finding strength, which most of them strongly attributed to God, to keep on “You make us walking tall and with dignity with your contribution to football,
going and help their communities. From the Cape Wine lands to the Cape we [are] really so proud of you and you family for [the] good things you are
Flats, it was impossible to find someone who was not working to make some doing for youth of this world…”
aspect of life better for their fellow South Africans. Various groups we visited While in South Africa, though the help of a generous donation from Project
were Mothers2Mothers, the US Consulate where we met the U.S. Consul Hope from my parish, St. John’s in Perth Amboy, and I was able to help two
General Dr. Alberta Mayberry, Grassroots Soccer, Africa Jam, the Desmond very needy organizations. The first of these was a place called Sibongile Day
Tutu HIV Foundation, Simelela Rape Crisis Center, SADSAWU and & Night Care Centre. In African countries there is a very strong stigma placed
COSATU labor unions, and the Treatment Action Campaign. While sight- upon children with mental disabilities. With the fear that these children have
seeing we were able to go to Robben Island and see where President Nelson been cursed by witch doctors, family members are often forced to abandon
Mandela fought the apartheid struggle, visit Prince Harry’s favorite beach these children. Thankfully in Khayelitsha, there is a woman named Nocalled Camps Bay, visit District 6, and the Cape of Good Hope. One of the masango Xabanisa, who takes these abandoned and orphaned children into her
most exciting parts of the trip was getting a friendly wave from First Lady center with open arms. Nomasango opened up the Sibongile Day and Night
Michelle Obama when she visited the country.

A

-cont’d on page 9
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-College to Cape Town, cont’d from page 8

Care Centre in 2005, as a place of hope and love for children who were abandoned or orphaned with cerebral palsy, and other disabilities. The goal of the
center is to give, “quality and loving physical, emotional and spiritual care to
children with cerebral palsy (CP) and other severe disabilities in the community of Khayelitsha, Cape Town.” With a daughter who had cerebral palsy and
eventually died of the disorder, Nomasango promised her daughter that she
would continue taking care of these orphaned and abandoned children, which
is what she has done and will continue to do. While the organization continues to grow and children keep coming in, there is a constant need for supplies such as diapers, toys, blankets, clothes, as well as training for the
hardworking nurses from the Red Cross. As a center that firmly believes in
Christian values and the belief that God loves each and every child, there is no
doubt that Nomasango , the children, and staff say, “Sibongile” which means
“Thank You” in isiXhosa, for the donation and recognition.
Not only does South Africa have much to worry about in terms of the AIDS
epidemic, but they also have a long history of fighting gender violence and
abuse. Not only are many women abused verbally, physically, and mentally, but
a lot of these women are refugees and also are infected with HIV/AIDS. One
women’s shelter in Cape Town called, A Place of Hope, is offering women not
only support and a place to stay, but also a sense of family. While visiting we
met with the founder of the non-profit. The shelter is in a former hotel building in the Cape Town area. While the NGO is often tight with money, and the
building has been up for sale multiple times, the founder of A Place of Hope
remains optimistic that God will be able to assist them to sustain them and
their cause. She mentioned every time the non-profit runs out of money she
prays that the women will stay safe, and the shelter will stay open. Somehow,
miraculously, there is always a way enough money is raised, and God answers
her prayers. Upon hearing this, I am happy to say that for the time being,
through a donation from Project Hope, her prayers have been answered again.
With a cause as great as hers, we can only pray that God will continue to answer her prayers so she can keep her doors open for the safety and security of
these beautiful women and children.
While in South Africa there was never a day volunteering where I did not
thank God for even the smallest of things I have. I am so blessed that the wonderful parish of St. John the Baptist in Perth Amboy was so supportive of the
work being done in South Africa. I am truly lucky to have learned strong Orthodox Christian morals that have been passed down to me through my great
grandparents, my grandparents and parents, all of which have been parishioners at St. John’s. Through the donations from Project Hope, hundreds of
prayers have been answered. As I go back to DC this semester I know I will
not forget all of the great friends and memories that I made in South Africa.
Now, I can only hope that as I sit on the Metro, that a Congressman or Senator will sit down next to me and I can tell them about all of the great organizations in South Africa I visited, and how they can help make a difference
like I was able to through the help of my university and parish.
If you have any further questions or comments, please contact me at
nm6265a@student.american.edu and I will be happy to answer them. Also
be sure to take a look at the Sibongile Day and Night Care Centre and GAPAGrandmothers Against Poverty and AIDS websites provided for more information about these two organizations.
By: Nicole A. Mularz, American University
Websites
http://www.sibongile.org/en/
http://www.gapa.org.za/

Children at GAPA- Grandmothers Against Poverty and AIDS
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Young Greek Farmers Receive
Encouragement From IOCC Director

Farmers with young families welcomed the financial assistance offered by IOCC Executive Director, Constantine Triantafilou, during a recent visit to the Peloponnese region of Greece.

BALTIMORE, MD (IOCC) — Almost four years since wildfires devastated
much of southern Greece, young Greek farmers committed to restoring their
land received words of encouragement last week from visiting International
Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) Executive Director, Constantine Triantafilou. More than 200 Greek farmers and family members from the Prefecture of Ileia gathered in the courtyard of the local farming resource center
to hear Triantafilou praise their ongoing efforts to restore farms and revive
agricultural activity following the 2007 wildfires that devastated Greece.
The IOCC director also delivered welcome financial support for the 193
young Greek farming families as part of a long-term recovery program generously funded by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. Farmers up to
age 40 received direct financial assistance in order to purchase seed and equipment, invest in modern facilities and techniques, and to sustain their families
while they toiled to make their farms fertile again. IOCC program consultant,
Despina Katsivelaki, says the boost of support could not have come at a better time as Greece struggles to save its economy. “It has been proven again and
again that a helping hand not only provides temporary relief but, most importantly, raises the morale of those who are ready to quit trying.”
The massive wildfires that swept through Southern Greece in 2007 left more
than 667,000 acres of farmland, homes and protected forests in ashes. The
Prefecture of Ileia was hardest hit, with 44 people killed and large numbers of
animals and farms destroyed. The wildfires made already difficult agricultural
conditions even worse. Coupled with the economic crisis in Greece, many
people, especially young farmers with families, were forced to leave the area to
find alternative sources of income. To stem the tide of migration by young
farmers, IOCC partnered with a local economic development agency to implement a long-term recovery program.
Through the support of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and the
Pancretan Association of America, IOCC also constructed the Peloponnese’s
first soil laboratory to help farmers analyze the condition of their soil and water
in order to determine what crops to cultivate and what kinds of fertilizers to
use. Katsivelaki says these measures over the past three years have helped preserve the future of family farms in Greece. “It is critical to keep young people
involved in agriculture and livestock farming,” states Katsivelaki. “The aid to
the neediest young farmers came at the right time, allowing them to catch
their breath and giving them a boost for continuing their farm business. It
will help them to cover the basic and most urgent needs of their families while
the free soil tests enable them determine best cultivation practices. “
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Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
and Archbishop Demetrios Make
Pilgrimage to Panagia Soumela
NEW YORK – Monday August 15, the Feast of the Dormition of the Holy
Theotokos, was a very special and spiritually uplifting day for His All Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of
America and the thousands of people, clergy and laity from all over the world,
who participated in the Patriarchal Divine Liturgy in the historic monastery
of Panagia Soumela near Trapezounta.
It was the second time for such a liturgy, since only last year (2010) on the
same day and after 88 years of liturgical silence in Panagia Soumela, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew presided at the first historic liturgy following
the permission given to the Ecumenical Patriarchate by the Turkish authorities.
This year, His All Holiness invited Archbishop Demetrios of America and two
clergymen of Pontian ancestry from the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America, Bishop Andonios of Phasiane, the Chancellor of the Archdiocese,
and Archdeacon Panteleimon Papadopoulos, to take part in the pilgrimage to
Panagia Soumela, which according to tradition was established, in 386 A.D.
by the Athenian monks Barnabas and Sofronios on the steep cliffs of Mount
Melas, south of the city of Trapezounta (Trabzon) and has been for 16 centuries the symbol of the Hellenism of Pontos.
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew concelebrated the Divine Liturgy with
Archbishop Demetrios of America and Metropolitan Barnabas of Neapolis
and Stavropolis from the Thessaloniki area. Archdeacon Panteleimon Papadopoulos also took part in the liturgy.
Also present at the Liturgy were Metropolitans Ignatius of Dimitriados, Pavlos of Drama, Archbishop Panteleimon of Yaroslavl and Rostov, who led the
Russian delegation and Bishop Andonios of Phasiane from the United States.
Many hundreds of pilgrims from Russia, Greece, Cyprus, Georgia, Ukraine,
Kazakhstan, Australia and America attended the liturgy inside the monastery
and many more, who could not fit inside, were able to follow the liturgy
through a giant screen outside of the monastery compound. The liturgy was
broadcast live through the Greek television channel ET-3 and worldwide via
satellite through ERT-World. It was covered widely by Turkish and international media.
His All Holiness answering questions for the Turkish network NTV and referring to properties of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, expressed his hope that
“those properties that were taken illegally will be returned as soon as possible
to their rightful owners,” and he said that if that does not happen “we will
turn to the European Court.” Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew also expressed sadness because the Theological School of Halki has not yet been allowed to re-open. “Halki has been closed for 40 years. Even though the Turkish
government has given us hope, unfortunately it still remains closed,” said the
Patriarch.
The next day, August 16, Patriarch Bartholomew accompanied by Archbishop
Demetrios and the other clergymen visited the monastery of St. John the Baptist, (now in ruins) which is the oldest one in Pontos. It is known as the
Vazelon Monastery, located in the village Matsouka, 40 kilometers south of
Trabzon, it was first built in 270 A.D. His All Holiness also visited the nearby
monastery of St. George which dates back to 752 A.D.
Photos by © D. Panagos/GOA

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew presides at the
Divine Liturgy in the historic Monastery of Panagia
Soumela in Mount Melas in Pontos near Trapezounta.

His All Holiness also visited the nearby monastery
of St. George Peristereota which dates back to 752
A.D.
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-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

to the virtues? It is very simply the Orthodox life of ascetic struggle characterized by prayer, fasting, and sacrificial giving of self. It is so mundane and
routine that we don’t even notice that it is taking us on an ascent to God. It’s
a simple way but it is the hardest thing we have to do in life.
We would rather do something extraordinary, but true virtue is gained in the
ordinary course of life, getting up in the morning and saying our prayers, keeping the fasts of the Church, continually repenting through daily self-examination and regular participation in the sacrament of confession, reading the
Holy Scriptures on a daily basis, keeping the commandments of Christ, putting the needs of others before our own needs. This is our common difficult
calling and the “rugged” mountain trail we are called to climb.
Let’s face it. We live in a super-sized culture where many people are seeking
super cars, super forms of communication, super vacations, super hobbies,
and in short super lives. Meanwhile, most people, including Christians, are
finding it very difficult to succeed in the basics of life much less accomplish
something extraordinary. There is a poverty of virtue making it harder and
harder for marriages to last and for healthy and happy children to grow up
grounded in the Church. Addiction, mental illness, financial difficulties and
general dysfunction characterize a culture that has wandered from the path of
virtue.
In the Orthodox Church we have no excuse for wandering in the “desert of sin”
like the children of Israel. There is an ancient and proven path we can follow
to become true mountain climbers and true heroes. Yes, I said heroes!
The Saints are our heroes and they became what they are not by setting out
to do something great, but rather, by simply “setting out,” by taking the first
steps of the “Orthodox Way” and continuing on that journey throughout their
lives.
When we look at the lives of the Saints, it is similar to standing at the foot of
a steep, rocky mountain. We think, “I could never climb that mountain; I
could never be that kind of person.” However, if we take the beginning steps
and faithfully continue on the path, we too can begin to acquire the virtues,
and while few of us may become Saints in the canonical sense, all of us will become to some degree, what we are meant to be: children of the living God, becoming by grace what God is by nature.
On this path, the Holy Scriptures and the Holy Fathers are the blue hash
marks on the narrow and difficult path, which direct us upward to heaven. The
foot holds and hand grips are the commandments of Christ and the disciplines of Orthodox spirituality which enable us to ascend to becoming faithful husbands and wives and single people, dependable employees, exemplary
citizens, trustworthy parents, obedient children, in short, simple every day
people bearing the fruit of the Holy Spirit: love, humility, patience, long-suffering, truthfulness, honor, and all the other virtues of the Holy Trinity revealed to us in the God-Man, Jesus Christ.
The defining characteristic of this path is struggle. For most Christians, this
does not mean sitting on top of a pillar, becoming a homeless person for the
sake of following Christ, or taking on some other “podvig” or cross that we
read about in the lives of the Saints. It simply means taking the hard way rather
than the easy way in every facet of life through prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
Every day we all face moral choices to pray more and entertain ourselves less,
to eat in obedience to the menu of the Church rather than the fast food menu,
to do every day chores like changing diapers, washing dishes, cleaning up after
ourselves, and helping others, rather than giving in to laziness and selfishness
and indulging our natural tendencies.
Other choices involve attending the feasts of the Church instead of staying
home to watch our favorite TV shows, sharing meals together in our homes
and gathering for family prayers at the end of every day instead of letting everyone go their own way, isolated and unattached from each other, reading the appointed daily scriptures instead of the newspaper or our favorite mystery
author, saying the Jesus Prayer while traveling in the car rather than listening
to talk radio or our favorite secular music station.
All of these choices shape who we are and determine whether or not we will
ascend the mountain of the virtues. They also determine the quality of our
marriages, the well being of the children we raise, and the general health of our
churches and communities.
Some day each of us will give an account of the choices we made. If we have
chosen the easy way in this life, we will stand before Christ with great regret
and uncertainty, and how will we answer? Let us pray for each other that each
of us will choose the hard way, the straight and narrow path, and continually
repent when we stray from that path, so that by God’s mercy we may all stand
before our Lord some day and hear Him say, “Well done, good and faithful servant, you climbed the mountain of the virtues.”
Father Alexis Miller
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JOHNSTOWN, PA--Michael Kesselak is pictured with a processional cross he
gifted to Christ the Saviour Cathedral in memory of his wife Ruby on the second anniversary of her falling-asleep. He is shown with Protopresbyter Frank
Miloro, Cathedral Dean, and Very Rev. Fr. John Brancho.

PHOENIXVILLE, PA--Anthony and Maria Zarynow, from Holy Ghost
Chruch in Phoenixville, recently celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary.
Celebrating the Blessing of their Marriage was their pastor, Protopresbyter
John Fedornock.
CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN--The members of Holy Transfiguration Church
in Crawfordsville, Indiana, held a “Spring Clean-Up”. They were able to
gather 14 bags of trash in the church neighborhood on Fall Creek Road.

RAHWAY NJ - On Father’s Day, Saint John’s held a benefit concert for the
Saint James Orthodox Mission in Farmville Va. The concert was the premiere
performance of the George Margitich Russian Male Chorus. They performed
flawlessly to a nearly full Church. To express their appreciation for the Chorus, those in attendance were asked to make a donation to the Saint James
Church. The George Margitich Russian Male Chorus may be contacted at
epcgm@aol.com The Very Rev. Andrew Fetchina is the pastor of St. John’s
HOBART, IN--Robert and Maryann Polomchak of Saint Nicholas Church in
Hobart, IN, were awarded a Hramota for their continuous and generous support of the parish and the diocese. Robert and Maryann are pictured with
their parish priest Fr Sergii Alekseev.

POTOMAC, MD--Stephanie Krynitsky, an Ambassador Scout in Girl Scout
Troop #3, Chevy Chase, MD, and a member of Holy Resurrection Church in
Potomac, MD, has completed her service project for her Girl Scout Gold
Award (the Gold Award is the equivalent of the BSA Eagle Scout). For her
project Stephanie made and assembled “Bible Activity Bags” for the preschoolers in the parish. This will help keep little hands busy during the Divine Services so that their parents can focus on the Services. Stephanie will begin
attending Penn State University this fall, majoring in Elementary Education,
the inspiration for this service project. She is pictured here with her priest, Fr.
Peter Zarynow.

HOMER CITY, PA--Maksym Conjelko and Jarrod Orsargos of Saints Peter
and Paul Church in Homer City, PA, made their First Confession this year.
They are pictured with their pastor, Fr. Matthew Conjelko, altar servers, Ryan
Orsargos, Charley Urchek and Matthew Conjelko, and Fr. Deacon Robert
Conjelko and Sub-deacon Brett Stiteler.
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-Editorial, cont’d from page 2

family convinced her that it wasn’t the amount she raised but the fact she got
involved in something like this that was really important. A check was sent to
“Charity: Water” for that amount, and her webpage was shut down.
New Jersey Deanery clergy begin the service for the blessing of the new Rockaway rectory.
-Rectory Blessing, cont’d from page 1

ing a priest and how you will take care of him and his family. It is the completion of the parish complex and another jewel in the crown of our Diocese.
It is a struggle that we have overcome when others said we would never do
it.” Fr. Michael Rosco then closed out the speaking program by offering his
congratulations once again and encouraging the faithful of SS Peter and Paul
to focus their efforts on growing the parish family. An open house at the new
rectory was hosted by Pani Melissa and Fr. Michael immediately afterwards.
The clergy joining the faithful of SS Peter & Paul to celebrate this monumentous occasion included: Protopresbyter Michael Rosco, Dean of the NJ
Deanery, VRev. Michael Psenechnuk, VRev. John Fencic, Rev. Fr. Stephen
Krivonak, Protodeacon Gregory Benc, Fr. Deacon Ken Ellis and parish seminarian Sub-deacon Bill George. Responses were sung by a choir of NJ Deanery faithful under the direction of Parish choir director Diane Staples.
The decision to build a rectory in Rockaway came and went through the years.
It was under the pastorship of Fr. Stephen Krivonak that a decision was made
in 1993 to go ahead and build a structure, with the momentum fading later
that same year as other parish expenses came to the forefront. In late 2002 and
early 2003, an extensive renovation was done on the old rectory to bring it up
to date with current living standards while other alternatives were sought out.
In 2004, a plan was developed to sell the excess parish land to a developer to
build townhouses bordering the Rockaway River and onto which a new rectory would be constructed. In 2006, plans for a new rectory were presented
to His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas for approval and the project was enthusiastically blessed by him. Public environmental outcry coupled with failure by the developer to obtain the necessary permits led to the property being
sold to the Borough of Rockaway in 2010 under an Open Space Grant for
the price of $1Million, while a portion was retained for the current structure.
The old church property can now no longer be developed for anything with
the exception of passive recreation thus preserving the natural beauty of the
land. With the grant money in hand, the parish quickly acted to secure bids
and build the structure that stands today. The faithful of SS Peter & Paul
Church would like to thank the NJ Deanery faithful as well as the Diocesan
faithful for their words of encouragement, support and prayers during this
long process. Photos of the construction and dedication can be seen on the
parish’s website at www.ssppacrod.org.

If the story of Rachel Beckwith ended here, it would be one fantastic story. Unfortunately, her story took an unexpected, tragic twist. On the morning of
July 20th, Rachel was in a car with her mom and younger sister, traveling
down Interstate 90 when two trucks collided, triggering a 13 car pileup. One
of the trucks struck the Beckwith family car. Miraculously, Rachel’s mother
and two year-old sister walked away from the crash with nothing more than a
few scratches. Rachel, however, was not so lucky. She suffered serious injuries
and never regained consciousness. A few days later, Rachel was removed from
life support and died peacefully shortly after. The entire community was
touched by Rachel’s life and death. Something had to be done to honor her
memory! The pastor of her church encouraged her mother to re-open the website she set up, thinking that with a little bit of publicity, they would be able
to reach and even exceed the $300 goal that Rachel had set for herself. She
agreed, and her church took the lead in seeing that the media was aware of this.
Donations literally started to come in from all over the country. On Friday August 12th—exactly 2 months since Rachel’s birthday—it was announced that
over ONE MILLION DOLLARS had been raised for “Charity: Water.”
There are several wonderful lessons in this story. First, we should learn that you
are never too young to offer help to someone less fortunate. Today’s children
and young people are often judged very harshly by adults. They are often labeled as being selfish and self-centered. Rachel Beckwith showed that this is
not entirely true: kids can, and do respond to the needs of others. The second
lesson we surprisingly learn is that it’s not such a bad world in which we live
after all. The overwhelming response of support for this charity in Rachel’s
name certainly attests to this. Finally, it was refreshing to see a church take the
lead and get so involved in this story. Churches are often criticized for not really practicing what we preach—and often, that criticism is justified. In this
instance, a particular Christian community was not only carrying out the work
of Rachel Beckwith, but the work of the Lord as well.
As sad as this story is, the story of Rachel Beckwith should inspire us all. While
its ending might not be classified as a happy one, it, indeed, is a fulfilling one.
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor
The Church Messenger
Congratulations and prayers are
extended to Protopresbyter
Luke and Pani Bethany Mihaly
who celebrated their 25th Wedding Anniversary on August 17.

Saints Peter and Paul Rectory, Rockaway, New Jersey.

Many Years!

