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Archbishop Honors Memory of
Metropolitan Nicholas with Archpastoral Visit
PERTH AMBOY, NEW JERSEY – On Sunday, May 8th, His Eminence, all mothers present were given flowers in honor of Mother’s Day.
Archbishop Demetrios, Locum Tenens of the Diocese, honored the memory
of the late Metropolitan Nicholas by making an Archpastoral visit to his home
Archpastoral Homily
parish—St. John the Baptist in Perth Amboy, New Jersey. It is believed that this
n his remarks to the faithful, Archbishop Demetrios structured his Archis the first time in the history of the Diocese that the Exarch of the Ecumenipastoral Homily around those commemorated on this particular Sunday in
cal Patriarchate celebrated Divine Liturgy in any of our churches.
the Orthodox Church: the Holy Myrrhbearers and Joseph of Arimathea. He
spoke of the devotion that the saintly women had for their Lord—serving
Greeting of the Archbishop Him even after His death—and the faith shown by Joseph of Arimathea, who
he morning began with a procession from the Rectory to the Church En- fearlessly approached Pontius Pilate and asked for the Body of Christ so that
trance, where the Archbishop was warmly greeted. Flowers were presented He could be given a proper burial. In like manner, the Archbishop lauded
to him by the children of the parish First Confession Class: Megan Schaefer, Metropolitan Nicholas for being a faithful and devoted servant to Christ and
Anastasia Wodzinski, Alicia Chapman, Giovanni Dori and Benjamin Fryc. His Church throughout his many years of priestly and episcopal service to the
Dr. Stephen Skokan, Parish President, offered His Eminence the traditional Holy Orthodox Church and the Carpatho-Russian Diocese.
gifts of bread and salt and, finally, Protopresbyter Michael Rosco, Pastor welcomed the Archbishop and presented the hand cross to him. As Archbishop
Mother’s Day Brunch
Demetrios entered the church, the children of the parish lined the center aisle
ollowing the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, Archbishop Demetrios was the
and sang the Paschal hymn: “The Angel cried unto her—Anhel Vopijase.” Asguest of honor at a special Mother’s Day Brunch in the Church Hall. The
sisting His Eminence in the celebration of the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
were: Father Rosco, Protopresbyter Mark Arey, Director of the Office of Inter- meal was catered by Elite Catering Service, which provides all of the catering
Orthodox and Inter-Faith Relations of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese; at the Ukrainian Orthodox Cultural Center in South Bound Brook. Some
Archdeacon Panteleimon Papadopoulos, First Deacon to the Archbishop, Dea- 150 were in attendance for the brunch. The Archbishop ended his day in Perth
con Aristides Garinis and Protodeacon Gregory Benc. Responses to the Liturgy Amboy with a trip to St. John’s Church Cemetery, where he served a Panachida
were beautifully rendered by St. John’s Church Choir, under the direction of at the grave of Metropolitan Nicholas. The faithful of St. John the Baptist
Mr. George Hanas. At the conclusion of the service, Archbishop Demetrios led Church in Perth Amboy will long remember this historic visit by His Emithe faithful in a requiem service for Metropolitan Nicholas, marking the end nence, Archbishop Demetrios!
of the 40 day mourning period for our late Hierarch. During holy anointing,
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Melting Away the Darkness to Reveal
True Beauty

S

Taking the darkened egg gently in
hand, the artist positions it near the
warmth of a candle’s flame. Little by
little, the wax begins to melt and ever
so gently it is wiped from the egg with
a soft cloth… almost as a parent wipes
away tears from the face of a sorrowful child. Slowly, patiently, the warming and wiping away of the wax
continues, removing the hard, blackened disfigurements from the egg;
slowly, patiently, revealing a beauty to
this point hidden and obscured.
With each passing moment the egg
At this point let me state clearly that spends in the presence of the candle’s
the creation of a pysanka is yet another warmth, it is transformed until, by
gift with which the good Lord has not the hand of the artist, it is smooth and
seen fit to bless me! What I made that awash in color. It is a beautiful thing
day was neither intricate nor beauti- to behold!
ful. In fact, I don’t think I let a single That experience comes to my mind
soul outside of that workshop see the and heart each Great Lent and
final result. Still, what I experienced Paschal tide, for in many ways, we are
in the process of learning that day has like that egg. We have, layer upon
been a source of great comfort (and layer, added the dark disfigurements
of sin to our lives. Whatever they
challenge!) for me ever since.
When creating a pysanka, you begin may be, small or great, they obscure
a similar prediction in 1994. Let’s give
with a hollow egg shell and a stylus who we most truly are, perhaps even
him a second chance—apparently he containing molten white wax. You rendering us unrecognizable to ouruncovered “new evidence” in his re- apply the wax anywhere on the shell selves… a mess.
search!). Believers—at least 144,000 where you wish your image to be the But the Master Artist sees beyond the
of them were supposed to be taken up color of the shell, usually white. darkness and scars. Warming us in
to heaven in what is commonly called Once the wax has dried, you sub- the brightness of His Light, He pathe Rapture. Believe it or not, Mr. merge the egg in a container of a light tiently, lovingly wipes away the disCamping’s theory was taken quite se- colored vegetable dye, maybe yellow. figuring effects of sin to reveal a
riously by many people. Some quit Once the dye has dried, you again beauty and purpose once hidden from
their jobs…others went on vaca- take your stylus in hand and apply a our view.
everal years ago, I participated in
a pysanki workshop. For anyone
who may not be familiar with this
delicate art form, it is the creation of
beautifully decorated Ukrainian
Easter eggs. You know the ones…
brightly colored and intricately detailed with patterns and symbols. For
years I had admired the skill and creativity involved in bringing forth such
a rich image on such a small scale so,
when the opportunity to learn how to
create one presented itself, I was anxious to learn the secrets.

Getting Wrapped Up
in the Rapture

I

f you are reading this Editorial,
then it’s safe to say that the world
did not end on Saturday, May 21st!
For months now, billboards all over
the United States had predicted this
day to be “Judgment Day”—boldly
proclaiming that “The Bible Guarantees it.” The proponent of this latest
end-of-the-world message is Harold
Camping, an 89 year old self-taught
biblical scholar who runs the Family
Radio Network in California.
Through his “scriptural research” he
had determined that May 21st is exactly 7,000 years after the Great Flood
that occurred during the time of
Noah, and that on this particular
date, a worldwide earthquake will
strike, triggering a series of natural
disasters that will culminate with the
world’s total destruction in October.
(Never mind that Mr. Camping made

tions…still others threw “End-OfThe-World Parties.” Children even
found no need to finish homework or
study for tests, reasoning that would
be a waste of precious time! New York
City was overrun by Camping supporters, who passed out pamphlets
and Bibles while preaching the end
was near to anyone who would listen—unfortunately for them, in the
Big Apple, not too many people listen to anything!
-cont’d on page 3

layer of wax anywhere on the surface
of the egg you wish to be yellow. You
keep repeating this process again and
again, with increasingly darker hues
of dye, until at last you arrive at an
egg that is blackened and covered
with waxy lines and dots. Quite
frankly, to the eyes of a novice, it’s a
mess!
To the eyes of a master artist, however, beauty is only the flicker of a
flame away.

My sisters and brothers, we find ourselves in these days between our
Lord’s triumphant victory over sin
and death and His glorious Ascension, standing in the Light of Jesus
Christ risen! Sin and darkness have
been banished… wiped away! Recall
the Savior’s words to us: “I am the
light of the world. Whoever follows
me will never walk in darkness, but
will have the light of life.” (John8:12)
For those of us who share Christ’s
-cont’d on page 3

May 29, 2011

THE CHURCH MESSENGER

Page 3

-Editorial, cont’d from page 2

This was not the first doomsday prophecy the world has ever seen; nor will it
be the last.
If anyone was even the slightest bit concerned by all this, I would suggest we
search the Scriptures and see just exactly what God does guarantee about Judgment Day. True enough, our Lord spoke very graphically of the “abomination
of desolation” and the “great tribulation.” He told of the signs to be seen in the
sun, moon and stars, and warned of famines, pestilences, earthquakes, wars
and rumors of wars—all which will signal that the end is near and that He
would return. But…Christ also states very clearly, succinctly and emphatically: “But of that day and hour, no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but
My Father only.” (Matthew 24:36) In the next chapter of Matthew’s Gospel,
we also find these words of our Master: “Watch, therefore, for you know neither
the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.” (Matthew 25:13) Because of this, every Orthodox Christian should live every day of his or her life
as if the world were to end that very day. This means that we cannot wait until
tomorrow to live a good life, or do charitable works, or practice Christian
virtues. We can’t put off until tomorrow to become Christ-like in our actions.
Indeed, tomorrow may never come—we must always be prepared for that possibility.
So May 21st has come and gone. But don’t get too comfortable—December
21, 2012 isn’t that far off. Haven’t you heard? That’s when the ancient Mayans
believed the world would end. Hopefully someone had enough sense to save
all those Judgment Day signs!
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco

Official
Notice
with the blessing of His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios,
Locum Tenens of the Diocese
VERY REV. ELIAS MITCHELL, at his own request, relieved of his responsibilities to Presentation of Our Lord Church, Hollywood,
Florida, and placed on retirement status, effective June 1
DEACON MICHAEL PIRICH, assigned as Deacon-in-Charge of Presentation of our Lord Church, Hollywood, Florida, effective June 1
VERY REV. STEPHEN LOPOSKY, relieved of his temporary responsibilities as Interim Pastor of St. Nicholas Church, Erie, PA. effective immediately
REV. DONALD VALASEK, relieved of his responsibilities to St. Nicholas
Church, Scranton, PA and assigned as Pastor of St. Nicholas Church,
Erie, PA effective May 22
PROTOPRESBYTER MARK LEASURE, in addition to his pastoral responsibilities to St. George Church, Taylor, PA, assigned temporarily as Interim Pastor of St. Nicholas Church, Scranton, PA, effective May 22

Editor
The Church Messenger

-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

Holy Name, these words have profound meaning and importance… especially
during the Paschal season:
We have been forgiven! Think back to the parables of the Prodigal Son or the
Publican and the Pharisee during Great Lent; the mercy shown to the contrite
has been shown to us!
We have been made whole! Recall, too, the accounts of Christ healing the paralytic and the mute; the healing power of the Resurrection is ours as well!
We have been sanctified! St. Mary of Egypt was a notorious public sinner who,
through God’s grace, became a model of conversion, humility and chastity;
that same life-changing grace is now poured into our hearts!
We have been given life everlasting! Remember Jesus’ words on the night when
He offered Himself up for the life of the world: “He who eats My Flesh and
drinks My Blood has everlasting life, and I will raise him up on the Last Day”
(John 6:55); His very life has become our inheritance!
The pure radiance of Jesus Christ risen from the dead has melted away the
dark layers of sin in our lives to reveal who we most truly are, “children of the
light and children of the day” (1 Thessalonians 5:5). As such, we are called to
live in His Light and to make known the brightness of His life in what we say
and do. This is true not just during the Paschal season but in every instance…
and not just when easy or convenient, but when we find ourselves burdened
and overwhelmed. Our lives, like the delicate colors and designs of a pysanki,
are to reveal the patience, goodness and loving care of the Master Artist. We
are His creation, speaking of hope, redemption and peace in an all-too- troubled world.
And so, my sisters and brothers, as we continue to rejoice in the transfiguring
warmth of Our Savior’s victory, may we reveal His Light and His Love to all
those we encounter. May our actions reflect our faith and may our deeds cry
as loudly as our words: “Christos Voskrese! Christ is Risen!”
Rev. Fr. Kevin Greenwood

Office of the Chancellor
312 Garfield Street
Johnstown, Pennsylvania
Christ is Risen!
Dear Fathers and Faithful:
Please be informed that the Diocesan Consistory met with His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios at the Archdiocesan Offices in New
York City on Monday, May 9.
The two and a half-hour meeting was called by His Eminence at the
request of the Consistory to discuss the current state of the Diocese
and to review the process of selecting a candidate as successor to the
late Metropolitan Nicholas.
Surely our clergy are fully aware, as noted by the Archbishop, that
this process will take time. During the interim, however, His Eminence is confident that the day-to-day operation of the Diocese will
continue unimpeded, under the canonical protection of his
omophorion as the Locum Tenens. The Archbishop also noted that
all Consistory priests would continue serving as consultors during
the interim period.
In this interim period, rest assured that information on all levels of
discussion with the Archbishop will be issued as it becomes available. His Eminence intends to meet again with the Consistory soon.
The very cordial and productive meeting concluded with a luncheon
hosted by His Eminence.
With kind regards and good wishes to you, your families and parishioners, I remain in behalf of the Consistory
Sincerely yours in Christ Risen,

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro
Chancellor
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Archpastoral Visit to Perth Amboy

Procession escorts Archbishop Demetrios from the church rectory for the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy.

Father Michael Rosco, Pastor, presents His Eminence with the hand cross at
the church entrance.

Children of St. John’s First Confession Class greet the Archbishop with
flowers upon his arrival at the church.

“O come, let us adore, and bow down before Christ…”

“The servant of God, receives the Precious and Most-Pure Body and Blood of Archbishop Demetrios delivers his Archpastoral Homily at the conclusion of
the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy.
our Lord and God and Savior, Jesus Christ…”

Archbishop Demetrios offers requiem prayers for the repose of the soul of our
late Metropolitan Nicholas.

The Archbishop bestows his blessing upon the St. John’s faithful as he exits the
church.
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Bright Friday 2011

2011 Spring Diocesan Board of
Trustees Meeting Held In Johnstown

MERCER, PA--On Bright Friday, April 29, 2011 the Diocese held its annual
Bright Friday celebration at Camp Nazareth. 50 faithful from around the
Diocese including 12 priests and 2 deacons gathered for the annual Bright
Week celebration. The day began with Paschal Matins celebrated by Fr. Robert
Prepelka and attending priests, followed by the Paschal Liturgy celebrated by
Fr. Kenneth Bachofsky together with the attending priests. After the Paschal
Liturgy a panachida was celebrated for His Eminence, our beloved Metropolitan Nicholas, who always called for and loved this celebration during Bright
Week. It was remarked that His Eminence enjoyed the time with the priests
from the different deaneries local to Camp especially because of the continued
celebration of Pascha.
The clergy in attendance and serving included Very Reverend Protopresbyter
Kenneth Bachofsky (Warren, OH), Very Reverend Protopresbyter Robert
Buczak (Homestead, PA), Very Reverend Protopresbyter George Hutnyan
(Youngstown, OH), Very Reverend Michael Kabel (St. Clairsville, OH), Very
Reverend Thomas Kadlec (Cheektowaga, NY), Very Reverend Protopresbyter
Michael Polanichka (Sharon, PA), Very Reverend Robert Prepelka (Ambridge,
PA), Very Reverend Protopresbyter Richard Salley (New Castle, PA), Reverend Robert Teklinski (Nesquehoning, PA), Protodeacon John Youhas (Ambridge, PA), Deacon John Anderson (Sharon, PA).
Following the Liturgy, those in attendance gathered long enough for a group
picture inside the church (the weather was not cooperating) and then proceeded to the lodge for a buffet brunch. The brunch included egg and cheese
strata, kielbasa, ham, roasted potatoes, paska bread, fresh fruit, cheese paska,
nut rolls, and kolachkie cookies. It was a delicious meal enjoyed by all in attendance. The faithful lingered a while after the brunch enjoying each other’s
company and the pleasant fellowship. In all it was a beautiful day begun with
the liturgical celebration and concluding with lingering fellowship.

JOHNSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA – With the blessing of His Eminence,
Archbishop Demetrios, Locum Tenens of the Diocese, the Diocesan Board of
Trustees assembled on May 19th at the Diocesan Chancery for its Annual
Spring Meeting. In attendance were: the Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank P.
Miloro, Diocesan Chancellor; the Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael S. Rosco,
Diocesan Vice Chancellor; the Very Rev. Protopresbyter Ronald A. Hazuda,
Diocesan Treasurer; the Very Rev. Protopresbyters Michael Polanichka,
Lawrence Barriger, Kenneth Bachofsky and Mark Leasure, Michael Fetsko,
Anthony Horbal, Daniel Breno, John Bilanin, Sharon Peifer, Theodore Koast,
Joseph Parimucha and Attorney Michael Vaporis.
Father Miloro presided over the full day session, which began with a prayer for
the repose of the soul of our late Metropolitan Nicholas. Financial and operational reports were given on Camp Nazareth, Christ the Saviour Seminary,
Christ the Saviour Cathedral and The Church Messenger. The monies of the
Liturgical Publications Fund and the Distinguished Diocesan Donors Program were also reported on and reviewed. The Board of Trustees also heard reports on the progress of the Stewardship and Missions Commissions. In
regards to the DDD Program, the new appeal that utilized the mass mailing
of a beautiful color brochure—which highlighted and explained the new levels of giving for the Fund—has generated over $40,000.00 in donations to
date. Additional mailings will be done before the end of the calendar year. Father Hazuda, Director of the Diocesan Priests’ Pension Fund, gave a positive
report on the fund’s remarkable recovery over the course of the past year. Some
$23,000.00 has been received for the Pension Fund in memory of Metropolitan Nicholas.
In other business, the Trustees had preliminary discussions on the next Diocesan Council/Sobor, which is scheduled to be held in Johnstown sometime in
July of 2012. The Board also gave their approval to expand the living quarters
for the Administrator at Camp Nazareth. It is hoped that this project can be
completed by the end of 2011. Additionally, the Trustees approved annual
funding for the Diocesan Apostolate for Youth (DAY), which is charged with
assisting in the spiritual growth of the young people of our Diocese.
The next meeting of the Diocesan Board of Trustees has tentatively been
scheduled for sometime in October.

Graduation Exercises at
Christ the Saviour Seminary

St. George’s Prostopinije Ensemble has released its first CD
featuring the plain chant music
of the Divine Liturgy of St.
John Chrysostom. Copies are
available for a donation of $15,
plus $3 shipping and handling.
Checks should be made payable
to “St. George’s Orthodox
Church and sent to:
JOHNSTOWN, PA--On Monday May 16, 2011, Seminarian and Subdeacon
Gregory Robel participated in graduation ceremonies at Christ the Saviour
Cathedral. Having completed a three year course of study, The Licentiate in
Orthodox Theology Degree was conferred upon him by Seminary Dean, Very
Rev. Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro.
Fr. Joseph Gingrich, who was unable to attend the graduation ceremony due
to pastoral responsibilities, also completed his studies and received the Licentiate in Orthodox Theology Degree.
Following the graduation ceremony, a festive dinner was offered in honor of
the graduates in the seminary dining hall.

St. George’s Orthodox Church
745 South Keyser Ave.
Taylor, Pennsylvania 18517
All proceeds from the sale of our CD’s are used for the support of St.
George’s Church, Apostolates of the American Carpatho-Russian
Orthodox Diocese as well as other Orthodox ministries throughout
the world. Thank you for your support.
Visit us on our website at: stgeorgestaylor.com

Page 6

THE CHURCH MESSENGER

May 29, 2011

The Power Behind the Two Mites
Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury, and saw how the people put money
into the treasury: and many who were rich put in much. Then one
poor widow came and threw in two mites, which make a quadrans. So he called his disciples to Himself, and said to them,
Assuredly I say to you, That this poor widow has put in more
than all those who have given to the treasury. For they all
put in out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty
put in all that she had, her whole livelihood. (Mark
12:41-44, Orthodox Study Bible)

W

ho cannot read this story with a good conscience? As I read it and compare it to myself, I
cannot avoid an ethical dilemma. If that happens with
most who read this story, then that explains why so many
diminish the story to mere economics. If I were standing there
in the temple watching people come in and see this poor widow put
in her whole livelihood – I, too might say something like: “Well, that’s fine.
But it’s foolhardy. Who is going to support her tomorrow? Here she puts in
everything she had, and tomorrow she is on welfare! She ought to lay something aside for a rainy day. She ought to withhold something for her own
needs.”
That is one way to get around dealing with the real meaning of this story. Another response might be, “How could this woman be such a poor manager
that she would be reduced to such extremes of having only two mites left?”
(Remember, a mite was the lowest denomination of coin in the New Testament
world.)
But Christ did not call the woman’s actions foolish. Rather He saw here a
woman who put in more than all the rest because she gave all that she had. And
if Christ was so moved that He would call all of His disciples together and say
“Look what’s happening here!”, so I think we need to set aside all of our diminishments of this story to mere economics, we practical people of the second decade of the 2000s. No doubt the woman may have had a floor to scrub
tomorrow for two more copper coins – but that is decidedly beside the point.
The point is that this woman displays the power behind two mites that make
a penny. And what is that power?
It is, above all, the power of love. That is the only way to understand this gesture of hers. She was a woman who gave all that she had because she loved
much. She was a woman who knew that love does not stop to count the cost.
She knew that love is willing to risk and to dare. After all, surely this was not
her first trip to the temple in Jerusalem. No doubt she knew the story of how
God gave a despondent widow long ago a reason to live in taking care of Elijah the prophet. God promised to support her faithfully. She believed God. She
took God at His word. She knew the God of love. She knew the God who
promised to forgive all her iniquities, to heal her diseases, to redeem her life
from destruction, to crown her with kindness and tender mercy. And because
she knew God, she loved Him and was very glad to be there in that temple line
that day. Perhaps she had passed up many clothing shops and beauty parlors
on the way to the temple. She, rather, was going to place her devotion where
she wanted it to count.
The Holy Church Fathers interpret the two mites of this poor widow as representing the two great “loves”: love of God and love of neighbor. Perhaps this

ENCLOSED IS MY CONTRIBUTION TO THE

widow gave not from her great abundance, but from the depth of her
want. Perhaps she knew and had received both the love of God
and the love of neighbor. Perhaps she knew from the depths
of her heart and her own experience that God’s purposes in
the world call for the naked to be clothed, the hungry
fed, the good news of God’s mercy to be spread abroad.
And, in her poverty, she knew that this process is not
propelled by thin air. She knew that it takes people and
the gifts of people motivated by the right kind of love.
That is the first and foremost power behind these two
mites that make a penny. And that’s the power that you
and I have to see. We have to ask ourselves if we really
know that love from God in our own lives.
Here we all are, people with many gifts: prudence, wisdom,
diligence, loyalty, etc. But if we are people who have all of these
gifts without the gift of love to give them all direction, then we are
as the Holy Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians, “a noisy gong and a clanging cymbal.” Thrifty people can be selfish people; prudent people can be stingy
people. The power of love must be the prime mover behind the whole Christian, the whole Orthodox, life. If we have that gift, we have everything. If we
lack that gift, we lack everything.
There is a second great power behind the two mites that make a penny. That
is the power of freedom. Love of Christ and love of neighbor produces a freedom to express in a costly way just how we do love God and neighbor. This is
a freedom not only to have good intentions at Sunday morning Divine Liturgy,
but to carry out those intentions when it counts.
How many times may it have happened to us that at Liturgy we gain the inspiration of great thoughts but find that the pressure of the world stifles those
thoughts? Those pressures must be named for what they are: sin that destroys
freedom. The widow in St. Mark’s story was free. She was free to make good
on the costly love of her heart. She was free to withstand the temptations to
succumb to the very things of which St. Paul warns Timothy. The love of
money is the trap the world sets. And we fall into that trap so easily. This is
not just trap that we can confess having been caught in, and then let it go.
No. This trap can bring utter destruction to our souls and drag them down to
eternal corruption.
This is a serious matter. We are surrounded by so much bounty, by so many
gifts and blessings. Are we really free enough to use them in a way prompted
solely by love of God and neighbor? Think of young families, just getting
started. They work to support themselves, getting a place to live, getting some
clothes, an automobile and the rest. Such a young family is surrounded by
pressures of this world that can squeeze the life of the spirit right out of young
souls.
A person sets his or her mind on a certain material standard. Come what may,
everything else must be made to conform to the goal of reaching that standard.
They used to call it “the American dream.” In that dream, everyone owns his
or her own home, has one (or several) automobiles, a vacation home, and a potentially large retirement income, so that one can live “in a manner one is used
to.” That can mean enslavement. It can mean chains and shackles. It can mean
the very opposite of freedom.

Name: ________________________________

2011 Diocesan
Camping Schedule

Address: _______________________________

WEEK 1 -- JULY 17-23, 2011

City: ____________ State: _____ Zip: _______
Parish: ________________________________

Johnstown, Pocono, Southern Tier, Youngstown and
Chicago Deaneries

Please make all checks payable to “2011 Distinguished Diocesan

WEEK 2 -- JULY 24-30, 2011

Donors,” & send to:
Office of the Diocesan Treasurer

Pittsburgh, Mid-Atlantic, Tri-State and Washington
D.C. Deaneries

Diocesan Administration Building

WEEK 3 -- JULY 31- AUGUST 6, 2011

312 Garfield

New England, New York, New Jersey, Florida and
Canada Deaneries

DIOCESAN DONORS FUND FOR THE YEAR 2011:

Johnstown, PA 15906
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Scenes from Holy Week and Pascha Throughout the Diocese

“What proves God loves us is that Jesus died for us while we were still sinners.”
Protopresbyter Frank Miloro, Dean of Christ the Saviour Cathedral in John- (Romans 5:8) - The Plascanitza in the Tomb, Holy Saturday at St. Michael’s
in Binghamton, NY.
stown, PA, blesses the oil during the Unction Service on Holy Wednesday.

Children of St. Silouan The Athonite Mission in Toronto, Ontario (Canada)
decorate the tomb of Christ.

Chrismation of Tony and Paula Visconti, right before the Vesperal Liturgy of
St. Basil on Great and Holy Saturday at St. Nicholas Mission, Murphy, NC.

Maximos and Maria Holland were chrismated at the Vesperal Liturgy of St
Basil on Holy Saturday at St. Silouan The Athonite Mission in Toronto, Ontario (Canada)

The procession at the beginning of Resurrection Matins at Christ the Saviour
Cathedral in Johnstown, PA.

Fr. Michael Chendorain blesses baskets after the Paschal Divine Liturgy at Very Rev. Fr. E. Michael Macura of St. John the Baptist Church of Stratford,
Saints Peter and Paul Church in Rockaway, NJ.
CT (Silver Lane) blesses Paschal food after the Paschal Divine Liturgy.
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Assistance from Orthodox Christians
Helping Tornado-Stricken Areas of
Alabama

Residents of Pleasant Grove, Alabama assess damage and search for possessions scattered about after a
series of tornadoes destroyed homes. Deacon Dan Gray of IOCC’s Frontline has been working with Orthodox Christian parishes to help survivors in Pleasant Grove and other towns in rural northeastern Alabama recover from the catastrophic April tornadoes. (photo: George Armstrong/FEMA)

BALTIMORE, MD — A shipment of personal health kits, many of which
were donated by Orthodox Christians from across the United States, have
been shipped by International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) to Birmingham, Alabama for distribution to survivors of recent severe storms and tornadoes that devastated the area in late April. The kits, valued at more than
$120,000, represent the first of several planned shipments of relief supplies
that have been requested following an assessment by one of IOCC’s Frontline
responders working in Alabama. The Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos
Society also announced its support today for the IOCC response to Alabama
and flood areas along the Mississippi River and committed $20,000 from the
Society’s National Emergency Fund.
“Accommodations are being found for the many affected residents of the
stricken areas,” reported Deacon Dan Gray, a retired Naval Officer from Eagle
River, Alaska and member of the IOCC Frontline who has been in Alabama
since May 5. “There are now only about 150 people living in shelters – a good
sign considering the scope and severity of this disaster.”
Trained in emergency management, critical incident response and pastoral
care in crisis, Deacon Gray has been making assessments and providing pastoral care. He visited many of the badly damaged, small communities to the
north and west of Birmingham and is coordinating IOCC’s response in cooperation with local Orthodox parishes.
“There are many pressing and ongoing needs that merit our attention and that
will be fruitful for prayerful support and actions on the part of the Orthodox
churches in the area,” said Deacon Gray.
In addition to the shipment of personal hygiene items, IOCC has also provided tents, air mattresses, flashlights, and other supplies for displaced homeowners who are attempting to stay on their own property to expedite recovery
efforts, clean up and to secure their remaining possessions.
IOCC has also been working to equip church and community volunteer crews
that will be working this weekend to help tornado-affected residents all over
Alabama. A second shipment of relief supplies, to include toothpaste, school
kits, books, quilts and household cleaning supplies is expected to arrive to Alabama next week.
“In addition to the material items, more prayer, much compassion, smiles and
willingness to listen and grieve with hurting people is needed,” said Deacon
Gray.
While the response in Alabama continues, IOCC is also monitoring the historic flooding along the Mississippi River and the needs of communities that
will emerge as floodwaters recede.
You can help the victims of disasters around the world, like the natural disasters in the United States, by making a financial gift to the United States Emergency Response Fund, which will provide immediate relief as well as long-term
support through the provision of emergency aid, recovery assistance and other
support to help those in need. To make a gift, please visit www.iocc.org, call
toll free at 1-877-803-IOCC (4622), or mail a check or money order payable
to IOCC, P.O. Box 630225, Baltimore, Md. 21263-0225.
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Assembly of Orthodox Bishops
to Meet in Chicago
“On Mid-Pentecost we hear the call of the
Lord: ‘Whosoever thirsteth, let him come
to Me and drink’ (John 7:37). If this is so,
then let us all run to Him. Whatever you
thirst for - so long as it is not contrary to
the Spirit of the Lord - you will find relief
in Him.” - St Theophan the Recluse,
1815-1894
Mid-Pentecost is, in the words of the Pentecostarion, “the middle of those days
which commence with Christ God’s saving Rising and which are sealed by Pentecost.” It is a most radiant and majestic
feast in that it is “illuminated by both the
feasts” - flashing forth like a flawless diamond upon which brilliant light is shined
from right and left, and gushing forth like a powerful fountain of water which
is fed by two mighty streams. Let us all quaff deeply of “the waters of piety”
which flow from Him Who is the very Well-spring of Life! “Having been enlightened by the Resurrection and Christ the Saviour, O ye brethren, and having reached the midst of the feast of the Master, let us truly keep the
commandments of God, that we may be counted worthy to celebrate the Ascension and be vouchsafed the coming of the Holy Spirit” (Doxastikon on the
Praises).
Beginning on the Leavetaking of the feast of Mid-Pentecost, Wednesday, May
25th and continuing through Friday, May 27th we members of the Assembly
of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of North and Central America will gather in
Chicago to pray and work together, doing our part in building up the Holy
Church in this land to the glory of God and the salvation of souls. Among
things to be discussed during the sessions in Chicago will be the work of our
Assembly’s thirteen committees, its Secretariat, and the fourteen agencies and
endorsed-organizations. The prayers of all our Christ-loving clergy, monastics
and lay people are earnestly requested, that the same Spirit Whom our Saviour
poured forth as Living Water to sate the thirst of His Holy Disciples might inspire us as we labor for His glory.

“Our Precious Bells”
PERTH AMBOY, NEW JERSEY –
William Kobasz, a long-time member
of St. John the Baptist Church in
Perth Amboy, has recently written a
book entitled “Our Precious Bells.”
The publication traces that fascinating
history of the three church bells of the
parish, which were cast by the Meneely Bell Casters of Troy, New York
in 1905. The Meneely Bell Casters
also cast the famous Centennial Bell
of Philadelphia, which replaced the
original cracked Liberty Bell in 1876.
The bells were shipped to Perth
Amboy via river boat down the Hudson River, and were installed by the
use of pulleys, which hoisted the bells
into the east belfry of the church. The bells were rung manually for 72 years
until 1977, when they became electronically controlled. One of the bell ringers
in 1951 was “Richard Smisko”—our late Metropolitan Nicholas—whose signature on the wall of the bell tower attests to this! The heaviest of the 3 bells
weighs over 2,000 lbs.
“Our Precious Bells” contains many rare and seldom seen photographs of the
bells of St. John’s. It also describes the long-standing tradition of the ringing
of church bells in the Holy Orthodox Church.
If any of our readers would like to order a copy of “Our Precious Bells” you
are kindly asked to write directly to: William Kobasz, 87 Union Avenue, Edison, NJ 08820. A donation of $20 plus an additional $3 for shipping and
handling is being asked for the publication. Checks should be made payable
to: St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church.
All proceeds will go into a special fund for the continued upkeep and repair
of the church bells.
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ASCENSION OF CHRIST
Questions & Answers
QUESTION 1. What significance does the event of the Ascension of Jesus sweet melody. If we pray with care, and expectation, having valued divine worChrist have for the Christian? We should understand why we celebrate any ship above our worldly cares, surely God will enlighten us and noetically teach
feast, and its inner meaning.
us the true meaning of Christ’s Ascension.
ANSWER
Christ ascended to Heaven as man and as God. Once He became a man, being
at the same time, as always, perfect God, He never put off His manhood, but
deified it, and made it and us capable of apprehending heavenly things.
The Ascension is a prophecy of things to come for those who love God and
believe in Him in an Orthodox manner. Those who believe and live according to this belief will be in the heavens, in the flesh, with Him, just as He now
abides in the Heavens in the flesh. Our flesh and souls will be saved, because
Christ made human flesh capable of deification.
We also call to mind the promise of the Holy Spirit, since Christ mentions this
promise He had made before to them, and its advent is tied to His ascension
thusly:
“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him
unto you. And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgment, because the
prince of this world is judged.” (John 16:7-11)
What Christ has done for human flesh and our souls is impossible to understand, but the Church, with sweet melody, meditates with fervor and thanksgiving and precise theology in her services.
“O Christ, having taken upon thy shoulders our nature, which had gone astray,
thou didst ascend and bring it unto God the Father” (Matins canon for the Ascension, Ode 7)
“Having raised our nature, which was deadened by sin, Thou didst bring it unto
Thine own Father, O Savior” (ibid.)
“Unto Him Who by His descent destroyed the adversary, and Who by His ascent
raised up man, give praise O ye priests, and supremely exalt Him, O ye people,
unto all the ages.” (Matins canon for the Ascension, Ode 8)
Since the disciples were “filled with great joy”, we who are Orthodox in belief
and way of life should naturally be this way also, and should hasten to the
temple. There we can meditate upon the magnificent truths and promises in
the ascension by listening carefully to the divinely inspired theology, sung in

QUESTION 2. There is an important account of the Ascension in the scriptures that is not in the Gospels. Where is it? The story involves angels. How?
Describe how a cloud was involved.
ANSWER
St. Luke, who wrote an account of the Ascension in his Gospel, also wrote a
slightly different account in his Acts of the Apostles. In this account, he describes two angels who speak to the Apostles as they are gazing at Christ going
up into the sky:
“And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men
stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye
gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:10-11)
St Luke also mentions a cloud in his account in the Acts:
“And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a
cloud received him out of their sight.” (Acts 1:9)
“Thou Who art immortal by nature didst arise on the third day, and didst appear
unto the eleven and all the disciples, and riding upon a cloud, didst hasten back
unto the Father, O Thou creator of all.” (Matins canon for the Ascension, 1st
Ode, Irmos)
QUESTION 3. In the gospel reading for liturgy on the Ascension, two gifts
are mentioned by Christ. One is given and one is promised. What are they?
Comment on their importance and meaning for a Christian.
ANSWER
When Christ saw his disciples in the upper room, he told them: “Peace be unto
you.” (Luke 24:36).
This peace is not a worldly peace, but is the gift of God, and the attainment
of it is the purpose of our life. The only way to understand this peace is to live
the Christian life and be changed. It is freely given, but not freely received -cont’d on page 10
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-Ascension, cont’d from page 9

not until a man is purified by intense effort, war against his passions, and desire to fulfill the will of God.
Shortly after this, Christ promised: “And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power
from on high.” (Luke 24:49).
This, of course, is the promise of the gift of the Holy Spirit, to be given only
ten days later, on Pentecost.
The ministry of the Holy Spirit is so profound, it cannot be described adequately.
He convicts concerning sin and righteousness, He gives strength, He gives wisdom, and the words to say when being persecuted. Ignorant and weak fisherman and all those who make an abode for Him wax bold in their witness of
the gospel. He guides the Church, and enlightens every man concerning the
truth. Without Him, the Christian life cannot be lived.
QUESTION 4. What mountain did Christ ascend from? How will this
mountain be involved in another, cataclysmic event?
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high.’” (Luke 24:45-49)
There was much that the apostles were taught that was not written in the scriptures, and which has become part of the mind of the Church, through the
teaching of the apostles, and all their successors, who remained true to their
teachers as the apostles had to one great Teacher. St. John alludes to this hidden wisdom, held so closely to the bosom of the Church, when he says:
“And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be
written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books
that should be written. Amen.” (John 21:25)
St. Peter admonishes us and reminds us of our own frailty and the sure reliability of the Church when he tells us: “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of
the scripture is of any private interpretation.” (2 Peter 1:20)
QUESTION 6. When is Ascension celebrated?
ANSWER
Ascension is always on a Thursday, exactly forty days after Pascha, just like it
occurred in the Scriptures. The Jewish (and Orthodox) way of reckoning days
is to count the first and last days. So, Pascha is the first day, and Ascension
Thursday, in the 6th week after Pascha, is the Fortieth day.
In the same way, Christ was in the tomb three days, although not even one and
a half days in terms of hours. Good Friday, the first day, He was buried in the
late afternoon. The second day, Saturday, His body lay in the tomb the entire
day, then at some point in the very early hours of the third day, He rose from
the dead.

ANSWER 4
Christ ascended by the Mount of Olives. “Then returned they unto Jerusalem
from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a Sabbath day’s journey.”
(Luke 1:12). Holy tradition understands that Christ will come to judge the
world at the culmination of all things “from the East” over this very same
mountain.
“And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men
stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, ‘Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye QUESTION 7. What commemoration is the day before Ascension? Explain.
gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.’” (Acts 1:10-11)
ANSWER
QUESTION 5. There is a significant occurrence in the Ascension story that The Apodosis of Pascha is celebrated on the Wednesday before Ascension
can only be understood in the context of the Church, and the absolute need Thursday (according to the Russian Typicon).
for apostolic succession of bishops and priests. This occurrence, properly un- All Great Orthodox feasts, according to the Jewish model, have three phases.
derstood, should cause everyone who trusts his own interpretation of the bible There is a preparation phase, which may be very long. The preparation for
outside of the context of a visible, authoritative and dogmatic Church to flee Pascha is the whole of Great Lent, and especially Holy Week. Great Feasts
from his false, individual understanding and seek out the Church.
such as Theophany and Nativity have pre-festal Vesperal divine liturgies served
What is this occurrence? Comment on it, and try to specify other scriptures the day before. Many feasts are preceded with certain hymns, such as the
katavasia of the matins canon, sung for a period before a feast.
which point out or support this critical Christian teaching.
The feast itself is the ultimate celebration, and then there is a post-festal period, where the truths of the celebration are meditated upon at length in the
ANSWER
services.
It is clear that the scriptures are a dark book, unless God gives illumination.
The Jews did not understand the book they gave appearances to love, and Jesus For Pascha, this period is forty days, and ends on the “Apodosis”, or “leave-takcorrected their misunderstandings numerous times. The Holy apostles them- ing” of the feast, on the Wednesday before Ascension.
selves had to be taught in numerous private sessions with their Lord, an important one which is described in the Ascension story:
“Then opened He their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures,
and said unto them, ‘Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and
to rise from the dead the third day: And that repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in His name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And
ye are witnesses of these things. And, behold, I send the promise of My Father upon
you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on

QUESTION 8. How long is the feast of the Ascension?
ANSWER
The feast of the Ascension lasts until the Friday before Pentecost, when its
Apodosis occurs. This makes perfect sense, as we are waiting for Pentecost, just
as the disciples were waiting for the coming of the Holy Spirit, Whom Jesus
promised would come to them.

OCMC
Orthodox Christian Mission Center

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even
to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:19-20)
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RAHWAY NJ--Several parish youth were awarded the Orthodox Achievent
medals in Scouting including the Saint George, Alpha-Omega and Chi-Ro.
Pictured with the Scouts and their pastor are Scout Leaders, Paul Bakaletz,
Stephanie Ledden and Sophia Alexander Himlin. The Orthodox Scouting
Achievment program is offered in conjunction with the Parish Sunday School
Program.

BRIDGEPORT, CT--Past recipients of the St. John’s Senior R Club Scholarship award gathered together for a steak dinner, auction and fellowship to raise
funds for future scholarships. Pastor of Saint John the Baptist Church is Protopresbyter David Cochran.

NEW YORK, NY--Pictured are some members of St. Nicholas (10th Street)
Sunday School who dyed 300 eggs to be given to parishioners on Easter Sunday. They completed this task in 90 minutes. They are pictured with the pastor, Fr. Joseph Gingrich.

CENTRL CITY, PA--On Sunday, May 1, 2011, Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox Church of Central City, PA, celebrated the 80th birthdays of Sophia
Koval and Helen Kotttwo. The Church honored them each with a dozen of
red roses, a large birthday cake and many birthday cards from the parishioners
and well wishes.

BRIDGEPORT, CT--Pictured with Protopresbyter David Cochran, pastor of
St. John’s Church, are the altar boys and sexton who served at the the Divine
Liturgy for Easter. Front row (L-R): Luke Mihaley, Derek McKane, Joe
Symochko, William Fazekas; back row (L-R): Nick Symochko, Nicholas
Fazekas, Father David Cochran, Peter Symochko, and sexton David Chernak

RAHWAY NJ--William and Christina Weiss celebrated their 50th Wedding
Anniversary with their parish famliy on Sunday, May 15. At the conclusion of
the Liturgy, a special blessing was offered by their pastor, Very Rev. Fr. An- NE YORK, NY--Ladies from St. Nicholas Church (10th Street) are shown
drew Fetchina.
baking Pascha and Kolac. Their Pastor is Fr. Joseph Gingrich.
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St Elizabeth Mission
Has A New Home
PERIODICAL

WOODSTOCK, GA -- St. Elizabeth, a Mission of the American CarpathoRussian Orthodox Diocese for the past fourteen years in Woodstock, Georgia,
has begun worshiping in its new church. On the Feast of Holy Pascha. 57
faithful joined Fr. Frederick Watson, Priest Administrator at St. Elizabeth, to
serve Divine Liturgy in the new location for the first time.
In 2010, the Mission purchased a nine acre property on which was a home
(which has become the priest’s residence) and a 9000 square foot building that
included a 2400 square foot garage/warehouse. The garage/warehouse has been
re-designed into the church proper. The remainder of the building will be an
educational and social center, with the second floor housing the future priest
residence.
Woodstock, Georgia, is located about 40 miles north and west of downtown
Atlanta. St. Elizabeth serves a potential Orthodox parish that would extend
sixty miles to the west (border of Alabama) and about 90 miles to to the north
(borders of Tennessee and North Carolina) in which there are no Orthodox
churches of any jurisdiction.
Said one of the faithful who has been a part of St. Elizabeth since its beginning,
“We are so excited! God has blessed us so greatly. It is wonderful to be in our
own house of worship after wandering around to so many locations for so
long.” Most recently, the Mission has served Divine Liturgy in the chapel of
the Woodstock Funeral Home. Other places of worship have included a
Roman Catholic Church’s chapel, a bank, a restaurant/bar, and, of course, the
priest’s home.
The Mission has been served in the past by Fr. John Zboyovski, Priest-Monk
Fr. Orestes, Fr. Robert Prepelka, and Fr. Paul Stoll. For more information and
more photos of the church building process, see the Mission’s website
www.stelizabethga.org.

Family Day
June 5, 2011
MERCER, PA -- The Staff of Camp Nazareth is looking forward to the return
of our diocesan family to Camp Nazareth for the Summer Season. The kickoff to the Summer Season is Family Day which is scheduled for Sunday, June
5 this year.
Diocesan Faithful and friends are cordially invited to join in the Family Day
festivities which will begin with Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am and will be followed by a picnic lunch along with fellowship and fun for all ages throughout
the day, including live musical entertainment, swimming, craft activites, games
and the annual raffle drawing.
The lunch menu includes: Grilled Chicken, Pulled Pork, Hamburgers/Cheeseburgers, Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, Vegetable, Assortment of Desserts and drinks.
Cost: Adults $9.00, Children 12 and under : $5.00 Children 4 and under:
free
FAMILY PRICE: $30.00 (includes 2 parents & children age 12 and under)
Diocesan faithful who will be attending the luncheon are kindly asked to make
reservations through their parish priest who will inform the camp by the reservation deadline: MAY 30, 2011
For more information please call or email the Camp at 724-662-4840 or
campnazareth@acrod.org.

Archbishop Demetrios Meets With
Diocesan Consistory

2011 Diocesan Altar Boy Retreat
JOHNSTOWN, PA - Plans are underway for the Annual Altar Boy Retreat
which will take place from June 26-29, 2011 at Christ the Saviour Seminary
and Cathedral.
The Retreat will once again take place at our Christ the Savior Seminary,
Cathedral and Education Center in Johnstown and SS. Peter & Paul Church
facilities in Windber. This is the time and place for your faithful altar servers
to join other altar boys from all over our Diocese. The young men will have
the opportunity to enjoy each other’s company; study their faith; learn how to
be better altar boys; pray a little more; spend some quality time with some of
our dedicated priests and deacons; and enjoy the activities planned for them.

NEW YORK, NY -– His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios of America met
with the Consistory of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate at the Archdiocesan Headquarters in New York
City, yesterday. The Consistory, composed of the following clergy, requested
the meeting from the Archbishop who is the Locum Tenens: Protopresbyter
Frank P. Miloro, Chancellor; Protopresbyter Michael S.Rosco, Vice ChancelAll parishes of the Diocese are urged to underwrite the $85.00 participation lor; Protopresbyter Ronald A. Hazuda; Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka;
Protopresbyter Lawrence R. Barriger; Protopresbyter Mark Leasure;(Protofee for their altar servers, recognizing that the altarboy of today may very well
presbyter Kenneth Bachofsky was in the Holy Land). Protopresbyter Mark
be the priest of tommorow!
Arey of the Department of Inter-Orthodox Relations, was also present in the
All parish priests are kindly asked to send the completed registration forms meeting. Following the meeting, the Consistory attended a luncheon hosted
for each of their altar boys attending by June 13, 2011 - with a check payable by the Archbishop.
to the Altar Boy Retreat in the amount of $85.00 per participant to:
This meeting followed the Sunday of the Myrrh-bearers, when the Archbishop
presided at the Memorial Divine Liturgy for the late Metropolitan Nicholas
Very Rev. David Cochran
of Amissos at the St. John the Baptist Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Parish in
40 Beaver Dam Rd.
Perth Amboy, New Jersey, the home parish of the late Metropolitan. FollowStratford, CT 06614
ing the Divine Liturgy and Memorial Service, the Archbishop accompanied
For additional information on the Altar Boy Retreat, please contact Fr. David the family of the late Metropolitan, to his final resting place for an additional
Trisagion.
Cochran at (203)-385-1020 or at pauldcochran@gmail.com.

