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Archpastoral Letter at the
Beginning of the Great Fast
Very Reverend Protopresbyters, Very Reverend and Reverend Fathers, and humility:
dearly-beloved faithful of our God-saved Diocese:
The Bishop of a certain province once fell into great sin. The next day was a
Feast Day, and he was supposed to liturgize at a Church that was celebrating
its Patron Saint and to which the whole city usually went.
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!
GLORY FOREVER!

As soon as he entered the church, he went up on the amvon, revealed his sin
in front of the crowd, took off his episcopal stole (omophor), gave it to his deacon, and with great contrition loudly said, so that all could hear:

“Open to me, O Giver of Life, the gates of repentance, for early in the morning my
“After such a sin, I can no longer be your Bishop. Choose someone worthy.”
spirit seeks Your holy temple, bearing a temple of the body all defiled. But in Your
compassion cleanse it by Your loving-kindness and Your mercy” (Matins Sticheron He started to leave. However, the people, who loved him, prevented him from
doing so.
of Repentance).
“Remain in your post and let the sin
be upon us,” they all shouted with one
nce again we are about to
voice.
embark on an amazing spirMoved by the love of the people, the
itual journey, for at sunBishop once again ascended the
down this evening we will begin the
amvon and said:
sacred season of the Great Fast. But
“If you want me to stay in my post,
our Holy Mother Church has already
which I hold unworthily, you will do
begun to prepare us for it well in adas I tell you.”
vance. Even before the Triodion itself
began three weeks ago, on the Sunday
He ordered the doors of the Church
of the Publican and the Pharisee,
shut and only one small exit to remain
when the above verse was first sung at
open. He fell to the ground in front of
Matins, we already heard the theme of
the exit and shouted to the congregathe approaching season. It was on the
tion for all of them to heed him:
Saturday before the Theophany that
“Anyone who dares not step on me,
we first encountered the message.
when leaving here, will have no place
That great man of God, the Holy
with God.”
Prophet, Forerunner, and Baptist John
The Christians, in order not to lose
revealed it to us as the entranceway
their Bishop, obeyed. One by one, as
into the Kingdom of God. He loudly
they left, they stepped on him. When
proclaimed to all who came out to
the last one had passed by, a voice
hear him: “REPENT, for the Kingfrom heaven was heard, saying: “Bedom of heaven is at hand!” (Matthew
cause of his great humility, his sin is
3:2). On the Sunday after Theophany,
forgiven.”
we hear our Lord continue in the same
Thus it is, great or lowly, young or eldvein with the very same words, “REerly, educated or illiterate, whatever
PENT, for the Kingdom of heaven is
station in life, all of us have need of reat hand.” (Matthew 4:17). That is not
pentance. In the early Church, this
simply the theme of Lent; IT IS OUR
was the manner of confession as reGOAL. This is what we are setting out
vealed in the above incident. While
to do!
many people may ask for a general or
From the pages of the spiritual literagroup Confession today, they have no
ture of our Holy Orthodox Church,
idea of what this really means; it does
we hear this awesome example of re-

O

pentance brought about through great

-cont’d on page 3
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A Wrong Turn
in the Right Direction!

T

the turn anyway. It was very dark, so
they couldn’t quite see where they
were going. In a matter of seconds,
however, they found out, when they
crashed directly into the side of a
small country church—damaging
their car, damaging the building and
damaging themselves sufficiently to
Recently two elderly British gentle- merit a trip to the hospital! I guess the
men were on a “driving vacation” moral of the story is “don’t trust your
throughout Europe, with France GPS system.” What really intrigues
being their ultimate destination. me about this story is that they ended
When they rented a car at the begin- up at a church! Now I’m not suggestning of their excursion, they insisted ing for a moment that God somehow
that it contain a GPS system because decided these two gentlemen needed
they knew they would be traveling on to spend more time at church and
unfamiliar roads. Things were going caused a malfunction in the navigawell for them until they got to south- tional system; nor will I read anything
ern Germany not far from the Aus- into the fact they made a right turn
trian border. They were driving a back when they crashed into the church!
road at night when their GPS system But it did cause me to think a bit
instructed them to turn right. about what really draws any of us to
Well…there wasn’t a road on the church, and I’ve concluded that quite
right, but the driver obediently made often, we come for the wrong reasons
here is an old saying that “truth
is stranger than fiction” and I
firmly believe that. There isn’t a day
that goes by when I don’t hear or read
something in the news that causes me
to say: “You just can’t make this up!”
Allow me to begin with such a
story…

-cont’d on page 10
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True Spirituality:
A New Life

I

n the Gospel for the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost (Matthew
19:16-26), the Lord encounters a
man who poses the question to Him,
“Teacher, what good deed must I do,
to have eternal life?” The simple answer of the Lord was that he should
live a righteous life, obeying the commandments. Pursuing the Lord further, the man inquires of Him which
commandments in particular he
ought to obey. In response, the Saviour lists the commandments which
every pious Jew would know. At this
point the young man decides to open
his heart to Christ and to speak on a
deeper and more personal level: he reveals that he has been observing the
commandments but senses that something is missing. He asks, “What do
I still lack?” The Lord gives a threepart answer: 1) Sell your possessions;
2) Give the proceeds to the poor; 3)
Become my disciple. The Lord adds
that this is what the young man needs
to do to finally become complete.
Saddened by the Lord’s answer, the
young man leaves. St. Matthew notes
that the young man had many possessions.

been asking the Lord Jesus to supply
him with another commandment
which he did not yet know in order
to increase the level of his moral perfection. A new rule… a new challenge… a new success. In this way,
the young man could “perfect” himself, by going beyond the common
level of good, moral behaviour to
something more demanding and satisfying. The Lord, however, refused to
answer him on this level, since what
he wanted most from the young man
was not a new good deed or a higher
level of moral conduct, but his whole
life. This meant leaving everything to
follow Christ, and the young man, for
all of his good intentions, was unwilling to do this.

This exchange between the Lord and
the young man reveals to us the profound truth that a “religious” person
is not necessarily a spiritual person.
The spiritual person does not make
the spiritual life a part of his life. Instead, through repentance, he gives,
to the best of his ability, his entire self
to God. How many times in our liturgical services does the priest or deacon
invite the worshippers to “…commit
Many people would be puzzled by ourselves and one another and our
this Gospel; why demand so much of whole life to Christ our God”? The ena seemingly righteous man? The an- tire ascetic tradition of our Church,
swer to this lies both in the question with all of its disciplines (fasting, vigposed by the young man and in the ils, and so forth), can be seen quite
Lord’s reaction to the presuppositions simply as the means of increasing our
behind it. “What do I lack?” is a com- ability to commend our selves and
pletely honest question, and the Lord lives to Christ’s infinite mercy and
is perfectly ready to accord the man a love.
straightforward answer. This ques- The young man in the Gospel had
tion, unlike the first two, gets right to lots of room in his life for religious bethe heart of the matter. The point is, haviour. He was even ready to do
that for all his good behaviour, the more of what he was accustomed to
young man was still incomplete. His doing. What he was not ready to emintuition had informed him that brace was a new life, yet this was the
something very important was miss- gift which the Lord was offering him.
ing from his life. He was entirely cor- It is the same gift which the Lord ofrect. Unfortunately, because of the fers us in Baptism, Confession, Euwrong assumptions he had about the charist, and the life of prayer and
spiritual life, he was totally unpre- asceticism. How sad it is when we
pared for the answer he received.
view participation in asceticism and
For the young man, the spiritual life the sacraments as a means to retain
was a question of mastering a code of our standing in the Church, or as a
behaviour. He had done this success- way to impress God, the priest, or our
fully, and it seems that he might have brothers and sisters with our religious
-cont’d on page 3
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-Archpastoral, cont’d from page 1

not mean to confess silently as a group, but rather to declare your sins before
the group! WHAT GREAT HUMILITY THAT TOOK! This concept ought
encourage those who shy away from Holy Confession to be more willing to approach this Holy Mystery with less fear and concern. We must all be grateful
for private confession, considering the alternative!
True repentance is much more, however, than simply an enumeration of our
sins, whether in our daily prayers or in sacramental confession, and then by
saying some prescribed prayers of penance. True repentance - “metanoia,” - is
a “turning around,” a change of life for the better, the putting off of the old
man and putting on the new. In Holy Scriptures, everyone who came into
contact with the Lord Jesus, and repented, came away a totally different person. Consider Zacchaeus! He was despised by his fellow Israelites because of
his greed and dishonesty, but having met Christ, he changed his lifestyle completely. He promised to make considerable restitution for his sins. The Bible
is full of numerous such examples of transformed lives.
St. Gregory Palamas, in his sermon “On the Precious and Life-giving Cross,”
reminds us: “After our First Parents transgressed against God through the tree
in paradise, sin came to life, but we died, submitting, even before physical
death, to the death of the soul, its separation from God.” Every time we sin,
we separate ourselves from God. Through the Tree of the Cross we can once
again be reunited to God! This is the goal of our repentance: to be reunited
with God!
This fasting season provides us with the tools to do precisely that. Through
fasting, prostrations, profound repentance, prayer, Scripture reading, additional attendance at Divine Worship, Confession and Communion, almsgiving, and any other good and holy activity we might undertake, we return to
God as did the Prodigal Son. My prayer for you is that you take advantage of
this great opportunity afforded us, and that you are able to mend your own
personal relationship with our loving Saviour during this special and unique
time of year.
As we begin this Great Fast together, the following fasting regulations are to
be observed by our faithful:
1) Monday, March 7, 2011 (Clean Monday), the first day of Lent, is a day of
strict abstinence; likewise, Great and Holy Friday and Great and Holy Saturday, namely April 22 and 23. On these days, no meat or dairy products
may be eaten.
2) All Wednesdays and Fridays during this entire season are days of abstinence
from meat.
3) Meat and meat products may not be eaten during all of Great and Holy
Week, April 18 through April 23.
4) For the evening Presanctified Liturgy, a minimal three-hour fast from all
food and drink ought to be observed before the reception of Holy Communion. (Normal fasting from midnight is still practiced before the Liturgies of St. John Chrysostom and St. Basil the Great.)

Official
Notice
Ordinations
Tonsured as Readers at Christ the Saviour Cathedral by His Eminence,
Metropolitan Nicholas on December 18, 2010:
GHEORGHE ACSENTE for Holy Resurrection Church, Potomac, MD
RANDY VERBRUGGE for Holy Resurrection Church, Potomac, MD
Ordained to the Sub-diaconate at Christ the Saviour Cathedral by His
Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas on December 18, 2010:
STEFAN POPESCU for St. Thomas the Apostle Church, Waldorf, MD
ANASTASIOS DAVIS for Nativity of Our Lord Church, Manassas, VA
BRETT STITELER for SS. Peter and Paul Church, Homer City, PA
SEAMUS MURRAY for Nativity of Our Lord Church, Manassas, VA
KAROLY DAVID for St. Thomas the Apostle Church, Waldorf, MD
Ordained to the Sub-diaconate at Christ the Saviour Cathedral by His
Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas on January 18, 2011:
MICHAEL VAPORIS for Christ the Saviour Cathedral, Johnstown, PA
Ordained to the Diaconate at Christ the Saviour Cathedral by His
Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas:
DEACON CHARLES ELLIS on January 19, and attached to St. Michael
Church, Binghamton, NY
DEACON RICHARD Phifer on January 20, and attached to Holy Ghost
Church, Phoenixville, PA
DEACON MICHAEL PIRICH on February 15, and attached to Presentation of our Lord Church, Hollywood, FL.

Received into the Diocese
FATHER MARK LOWERY, received from the Midwest Diocese of the
OCA and attached to Holy Cross Mission, Columbus, OH, effective
February 1.

Awards
VERY REV. SAMUEL SHERRY elevated to the rank of Protopresbyter at
Christ the Saviour Cathedral, Johnstown, PA, December 19, 2010.

5) Where the Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil the Great is celebrated on Great and
Holy Thursday, the three-hour fast is required.
-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

These are only the minimum requirements that must be observed during this
season. But for those of a stronger body and a more willingly spirit, again I
whole-heartedly recommend the penitential practices of a sterner quality which
the time-honored traditions and customs of our Holy Orthodox Church have
handed down to us. (The faithful should always consult with one’s spiritual father and confessor, concerning an individual’s fasting discipline.)

practice. How tragic when we reserve the life of the Church – Christ’s life –
for Sundays, Feasts (if we are lucky) or other appropriately “religious” moments! All of this represents Christian spirituality’s regression to religion and
moralism.

Spirituality in the Orthodox Church always includes a renunciation and an acceptance. These two spiritual events can be clearly seen in the baptismal liturgy,
in which we renounce Satan and turn to Christ. The catechumen must leave
With my prayers for you and your families that you take up your Cross of re- his old life in order to receive new life. The young man in the Gospel sensed
pentance and bear it well throughout these holy days and grow in spirit and he needed new life, but when he was confronted by the necessity of leaving his
experience a meaningful, uplifting, and spiritually-beneficial Great Fast, I re- old life behind, he could not bring himself to do it. He came to the moment
of decision and did not choose life. The Orthodox Church teaches that we
main
will have not one, but many such moments in our lives. We need to know
that we will be tempted to substitute moral behaviour for true repentance,
Most sincerely yours in Christ,
good deeds for genuine asceticism, religion for Orthodox spirituality, and selfimprovement for death and resurrection. The Gospel encourages us to take
the risk of denying “religious” substitutes for genuine spirituality and to accept
the true life which the Lord gives us in and through His Body, the Church.
+ Metropolitan Nicholas

Protopresbyter Maxym Lysak
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Making Saints?

D

oes the Orthodox Church “make Saints”? How does it go about the
process of declaring who is a saint? Is it the same process followed by the
Roman Catholic Church requiring several steps including the verification of
miracles? From the beginning of Christianity, the group of the disciples identified themselves as “saints”, the holy people of God. St. Paul begins most of
his epistles with a similar greeting: To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at
Philippi…(Philippians 1:1). There
began a slow change in this understanding as some of these early Christians renounced the faith under
persecution by the Romans and others suffered martyrdom for their love
of Christ. Who were truly these saints
in Jesus Christ? The epistle of St.
James states that the prayer of a righteous man has great power in its effects
(James 5:16). Who is such a righteous
person that his or her prayers have
great power? For these early believers
the martyrs who were tortured, crucified, burned alive, and beheaded were
honored as the truly holy people of
God and as the righteous people
whose prayers have power. From the
2nd century there is written evidence
that these earliest Christians honored
the memories of these martyrs on the
anniversaries of their martyrdoms at
the place of their burial, collected and
honored their remains, and repeated
the stories of their courageous actions
(read the record of the martyrdom of
St. Ignatius of Antioch or St. Polycarp
of Smyrna). In these early centuries,
there was no formal process to declare
who deserved the title saint--the very
fact of their martyrdom was proof
enough that they were now in the
presence of God.

The Early Church

W

ith the legalization of Christianity by the Emperor St. Constantine in
the 4th century, the age of the martyrs came to an end, but the Christians continued to recognize as role models in the Faith men and women who
were outstanding in the faith, service and devotion to Jesus Christ and His
Church. The Church began to honor those who were Confessors of Christ, that
is, those who suffered by confessing their faith in Christ but were not killed.
Another group of Christians honored for their devotion to Christ were the ascetics, men and women who renounced the world to live in the remote desert
to devote themselves to continual prayer, fasting, and spiritual warfare: a voluntary martyrdom. These Confessors and Ascetics were also honored as the
holy people of God whose prayers had great power. Since the witness of their
lives were not as clear as that of the holy martyrs, they were venerated publicly
only with the approval of the local bishop. As early as the third century, St.
Cyprian of Carthage (died 258) warned that special care be taken to investigate the lives of these holy people to prevent recognition and honor given to
undeserving persons. He even recommended that the circumstances of the
deaths of the martyrs be closely examined to insure that they did, in fact, die
for their faith in Jesus Christ. There is an interesting story from the 4th century, related by St. Optatus, of a woman in the North African city of Carthage
named Lucilla who was reprimanded by the Church for venerating the relics
of a martyr whose claims to martyrdom had not been investigated and proved.

he Orthodox Church to this day follows the same simple process of acknowledging what individuals were truly the holy people of God. The
Church does not “make saints,” but after an investigation it determines, as far
as it can determine, that a person lived a life pleasing to God, is now standing
in the presence of God in heaven and whose prayers have great power in its effects (James 5:16). The process is much less formal and legalistic than that
practiced in the Roman Catholic Church. The veneration of a saint begins
with the people: there is a growing sense among the people of the Church that
an individual lived an outstanding Christian life. A devotion to the person’s
memory springs up among the people on the “grass roots” level, stories of their
lives are published in books and articles, people pray at their gravesites, miracles may be attributed to the prayers of the individual but are not required
“proof ” of holiness as in the Roman Church. Due to this popular devotion to
a person’s memory the council of bishops in that country will begin a formal
investigation into the person’s life. The investigation will seek to determine if
the individual was Orthodox in their faith and led a holy life worthy of emulation. Once this has been determined and approved, the date for the glorification of the saint will be appointed.
The Council of Bishops will commission the writing of the service for the
Saint’s feast day (usually the day of
their death), the painting of an icon,
and the removal of the Saint’s relics
from their grave and placement in a
shrine. On the actual day of the glorification of the Saint, a final Parastas
will be celebrated for the Saint, the last
time that we pray for the departed person before we officially being asking
for their prayers for us. The Decree of
Glorification by the Council of Bishops is read, followed by the celebration of Vespers and Matins for the
Feast of the new Saint. During the
Matins service, the icon of the Saint
and their relics are unveiled for the
first time.
A recent example of this process can
be seen in the glorification of a modern American saint: St. John Maximovitch, archbishop of San Francisco.
Even before his death in 1966, Archbishop John was regarded as a holy
bishop and even as a living saint. After
his death, devotion to his memory increased as books were published of his
writings and of his life. A constant
stream of pilgrims visited his tomb to
pray and stories of miraculous healings circulated. After 25 years of this
popular devotion to his memory, the
Council of Bishops began a formal investigation into his life. Finally on July 2, 1994, the 28th anniversary of his
falling asleep in the Lord, a final Parastas was celebrated for him followed by
the Vigil service for his feast, and the unveiling of his icon and relics for veneration by the faithful.
In his writings, St. John of San Francisco summarizes the Orthodox Church’s
veneration of saints:
The choir of saints pleasing to God grew unceasingly; in every place where there
were Christians there appeared also its own ascetics. However, the general life of
Christians began to decline; spiritual burning began to grow faint; there was no
longer that clear sense of what Divine righteousness is. And so the general consciousness of the faithful could not always distinguish who was a righteous man and
pleasing to God. In some places there appeared dubious persons who by false ascetic exploits attracted a part of the flock. For this reason the Church authority began
to keep watch over the veneration of saints, showing concern to guard the flocks from
superstition. The life of ascetic revered by the faithful began to be investigated,
and accounts of miracles to be verified. Towards the time of the Baptism of Rus
(988 A.D.), it had already been established that the acknowledgment of a new
saint was to be performed by Church authority…After all, the Church authority
only testified of sanctity… righteous men become saints not by the decree of the
earthly Church authority, but by the mercy and grace of God.
Very Rev. Father Edward Pehanich
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Camp DVD Sale Extended
Dear Diocesan Clergy,

Thank you to each of you for helping make the sale of this DVD a successful
fundraiser for your parish children and for helping promote the Camp through
it. Right now we have roughly 250 DVDs sold around the diocese. We are
about halfway to our goal of 500. Remember, that there is still time to order
the DVDs you want. When you figure out/find out how many DVDs you
need (just have some of your parish children take orders at a table at coffee social or have them go around to parishioners at social), just call the Camp and
place your order. You may pay by check or by phone (credit card) at the time
you order or when you receive the DVDs.
We are extending the ordering date for the new Camp DVD an additional 3
weeks, until February 28, to allow parishes more time to purchase the DVD
Father Nectarios Trevino presents computers and printers to the Orthodox Church in Ghana.
at the $5 cost. This is being done for 2 reasons:
1. There have been questions about the process of ordering the DVD. To
n August of 2007, I was sent to Ghana for the first time. Little did I know help those parishes which were uncertain about the process we are extending
I would return four more times. Last month (January 2011), I returned to the ordering date.
Ghana for the enthronement of His Eminence, Metropolitan George as the
2. Several parishes have asked for additional time to organize their effort. We
Ruling Hierarch of the Archdiocese of Ghana. Representing the Patriarch of
are more than happy to extend the order date for them, considering they are
Alexandria at the enthronement was His Eminence Alexandros, Metropolitan
working to help their parish children attend Camp.
of Nigeria. Also present were: His Eminence Dimitrios Metropolitan of Irinopolis, which includes in its area of jurisdiction the countries of Tanzania If you have any questions, please call me at 724-662-4840 or email me at
and the Seychelle Islands; and His Eminence Ioakeim Archbishop of Zambia campnazareth@acrod.org.
and Malawi. The enthronement and following celebration was an event unlike Again, thank you for your help with this project.
any other I have attended.
Ghana is annually, from December through March, enveloped by a dust
Yours in Christ,
storm. The northern winds cross the Saharan Desert taking with it dust for
Fr. Stephen Loposky
hundreds, if not thousands of miles. Everything and everyone is covered with
Camp Nazareth Administrator
a fine grit more akin to a talcum powder. That the sun is shining on any given
day is evident by the daylight; but one cannot see the sun, much less its glow,
in the sky. There is no escaping its effects. Add to this the 90+ degree heat and
80+ percent humidity and you encounter an incredible mixture of the elements simply wearing people down. And yet the people move forward.
The Ghanaian people do go forward, trying to make a living as well as they JENNERS,PA--Archon Frank Finui, retired banker and member of the Diocecan with what little they have. The average Greek Orthodox priest in Ghana san Board of Trustees, reposed in the Lord on February 10. Mr. Finui served
earns $50.00 per month. The annual per capita income of an average Ghana- for many years as President of Jennerstown Bank and Trust Co. Until his reian is approximately $1,000.00. There is a distinct, if not dramatic, difference tirement in 1992, he had been a member of the Diocesan Board of Trustees,
between the ‘haves’ and ‘have nots.’ The average Greek Orthodox parishioner, serving as Chief Auditor. On his retirement, Metropolitan Nicholas lauded
at least the ones whom I know, are somewhere in a growing middle class in him for his untiring efforts in behalf of the Diocese, bestowing on him the
Accra, the capital city. In the countryside, most parishioners are at the lower distinction of Honorary Trustee for Life.
end of the earning’s spectrum, living off the land.
The family received friends at the Hoffman Funeral Home in Boswell, PA on
Yet this does not deter the Orthodox Christians in Ghana; while they have lit- Sunday, February 13. Metropolitan Nicholas sang the Requiem Service astle in the way of modern communications, electricity, or potable water, they sisted by Father Frank Miloro and Father Tony Joseph. In the evening, Parasdo have an Orthodox ethos in their hearts. Life in Ghana is tough on child and tas was sung by Fr. Elijah Bremer, pastor of St. Mary’s Church in Jenners where
adult alike. I have already lived longer than the average life span of Ghanaian Mr.Finui had been a communicant. Burial was the following day in the
adult male. Thousands of children die yearly of malaria and yellow and denge church cemetery. Assisting Father Bremer was Father Ted Pulcini of St. Mary’s
fever. Death’s ever-presence, an eschatological reality, makes their Orthodox Antiochian Orthodox Church in Chambersburg where Frank had been livfaith very real; it is, for so many, their only hope. Their faith is not based on ing in recent years.
man’s logic, rather it is premised on their acceptance of God’s mysteries and
utter obedience to Him. The Ghanaian people live because of His energies in
their hearts.
St. George’s Prostopinije EnI was blessed to have a private lunch with His Eminence Alexandros who told
semble has released its first CD
me of Orthodoxy’s growth in Nigeria where one parish has over 8,000 memfeaturing the plain chant music
bers, a second parish has 3,000 members, and there are well over 35 more
of the Divine Liturgy of St.
parishes of varying size. In the larger parishes, while it is not likely that everyJohn Chrysostom. Copies are
one will be present at the same time, it is not uncommon for Holy Comavailable for a donation of $15,
munion to take an hour or more - with four priests and or deacons serving
plus $3 shipping and handling.
communion. His challenge is the vastness of his diocese; the closest parish is
Checks should be made payable
2.5 hours away by car, the furthest one can be 15 hours by car - traveling on
to “St. George’s Orthodox
primitive roads.
Church and sent to:
In Ghana, for the last three years, we have been developing a curriculum for
a diocesan seminary - investing our intellectual capital and energies. Thanks
St. George’s Orthodox Church
to members of our parish and other non-parish contributors, last year I carried three laptop computers to Accra. This year, thanks to the same generos745 South Keyser Ave.
ity, I carried four laptop computers and two printers - all equipped with the
Taylor, Pennsylvania 18517
latest software. Ghana can now have access to the internet, when they can conAll proceeds from the sale of our CD’s are used for the support of St.
nect with it and its vast resources. Within the coming year we are planning on
George’s Church, Apostolates of the American Carpatho-Russian
having the seminary curriculum completed.
Orthodox Diocese as well as other Orthodox ministries throughout
As for the dust, I have thought a lot about this. It will, no doubt, affect everythe world. Thank you for your support.
thing - even, given time, the computers and their efficiency. The dust, howVisit us on our website at: stgeorgestaylor.com
ever, that falls on each man, woman, and child is more representative the trials
they endure and their sins, all of which is easily removed by God’s infinite
mercy.

I

Archon Frank Finui Reposes
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Mission Trip to South Africa
up to us. One particular little girl, Mary, was fascinated by my white beard and
kept rubbing it. She probably had not seen many white men before, let alone
have one hold her.
While we were to offer more seminars, we thought better to address the needs
of the individual communities. So we held question and answer periods at the
Afrikaner communities of SS. Constantine and Helen in El Dorado Park, St.
Nicholas of Japan in Johannesburg, and the Greek community at St Nektarios Church in Orange Grove, which is also a retirement center.
We also visited the monastery of St Nektarios, a male monastery, and the
Monastery of the Holy Spirit, to be used as a womans monastery. Holy Spirit
Monastery was established by the independent African Orthodox Church;
they are black Anglicans. The Metropolis of Johannesburg is now using the
grounds and buildings with the intention of purchasing them. Again due to
apartheid there are no monks or nuns as of now, but His Eminence, Archbishop Seraphim, is hopeful.
The students of St. Athanasius Academy in Tembisa
There is also a Pan-Hellenic Radio Station broadcasting from Johannesburg,
and while we were scheduled to speak once about why we were there, by popn October 27th Fr. Michael Miklos returned from his 6th OCMC Mis- ular demand of the listeners, were invited back two additional times.
sion journey in 5 years. Previous trips were 3 to Tanzania in 2006, 2008
Vespers were celebrated at several parishes, and Fr. Michael was also privileged
and 2009, 1 to Cameroon in 2007, and in 2009 he traveled to Zimbabwe imto co-celebrate Divine Liturgy on three occasions: At SS. Nicholas Raphael
mediately after the Tanzania trip. This year took him to Johannesburg South
and Irene Chapel, at the Seminary, St.
Africa.
Seraphim of Radonezh Russian OrAt the request of His Eminence Archthodox Church, constructed by sevbishop Seraphim, OCMC has sent its
eral benefactors from Russia, and due
third short term Missionary Team to
to the visit of His Grace Bishop Grethe Metropolis of Johannesburg,
gory of Herzegovina, Serbia, at St
South Africa, to teach, witness, and
Thomas Serbian Orthodox Church.
help to foster the growth of OrthoNo matter where we went we had to
doxy and the Church in the region. In
travel a minimum of 1 hour. Our
addition to Fr. Michael the team condriver during this mission was norsisted of Mr. Andrew Lekos, the
mally the Archbishop’s driver,
OCMC Mission’s Team Director, Mr.
Richard, who took us where ever we
John Sedor, a member of the OCA
needed to go. One of the team memPriests Pension Board, of Bloomfield
bers commented, “I think I have
Hill, Michigan, and Edward Bearse a
logged more road miles than air miles
semi retired Judge, of Anola, Mingetting here.” The trip from Atlanta,
nesota.
Georgia direct to Johannesburg, was
The Greek Metropolis of Johannes16 hours nonstop.
burg, after the end of Apartheid is
I offer to you this brief synopsis of our
now able to administer to the native
journey, and the personal rewards each
people, of whom many are now conof us have received by it. But now that
verting to the Orthodox faith. Prior to
this sixth trip is over, I think, why did
its end, the Church could not serve
I go? The theme of OCMC is our
their spiritual needs without reprisal
Lord’s great command in Matthew
from the government. Under the spir28:19. “Go and make disciples of all
itual guidance of His Eminence Archnations, baptizing them in the name
bishop Seraphim the native people
of the Father and the Son and the
began to come. One of the most noMary and Father Michael at the Orphanage in Atterdgiville
Holy Spirit”--that is why we should
table of them is Fr. Athanasius
go. But why did I personally go? From
Akunda, a native of Kenya, who now holds a PHD in Theology and is the
Isaiah 6:8, we read I also heard the voice of the Lord, saying “Whom shall I
pastor of St. Nicholas of Japan. This is a former OCA mission, now under the
send, and who will go for these people?” Then I said, “Behold, here am I send
Omophor of the Archbishop of Johannesburg. Catechism is growing in many
Me”
suburbs of Johannesburg and Pretoria and now in several outlying areas.
After our orientation with His Eminence Oct. 13th, on the next day, the first
place we visited was St. Athanasius Academy, a primary school sponsored by
the Archdiocese. While the school has 250 students from grades 1 through 9,
only 25 of them are currently Orthodox. However we were still able to provide the lessons assigned to us.
On the following days we traveled to several outlying suburbs of Johannesburg and Pretoria, first to the town of Soshanguve (So-shan gu-ve) approximately 60 miles north east of Johannesburg (the name of the township stands
for Sotho, Shangaan, Nguni and Venda, and represents the combined languages spoken by the people of the town). The people who now live there
came from the villages of Atterdgevile, and Mamelodi. We were able to offer
catechism lessons to the Orthodox faithful, and witnessed their intense thirst
for knowledge of Orthodoxy. Named, St. Seraphim Mission, they currently
worship in the home of one of the elders of the community, where we taught.
After lessons we were treated to a meal of local foods.
The next three days brought us to Archangel Gabriel and Michael Mission in
Atterdgevile, and the children’s home (orphanage) where, in addition to our
lessons to the adults, we were able to interact with the children. When we first
arrived the children were very skeptical of us but as time went by they warmed

O

Saint Sergius of Radonezh Russian Orthodox Church in Johannesburg.
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Statement of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America and St.
Nicholas Church, Announcing Federal Suit against the Port Authority of
New York and New Jesrey

BALTIMORE, MD -- Members of our Diocesan Stewardship Commission
met February 11, 2011 at Holy Cross Orthodox Church (Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of America) in the Baltimore suburb of Linthicum, MD. Father Frederick Watson, chairman, and commission members Deacon Steve
Hall, John Bilanin and Stephanie Betsa were joined by Father Robert Holet,
Director, Office of Stewardship of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the
USA. Commission member Father Basil Aden participated by teleconference NEW YORK – On February 14, 2011, St. Nicholas Church and the Greek
(Father Basil was unable to be present due to the repose of his beloved sister
Orthodox Archdiocese of America filed a lawsuit in Federal District Court in
Barbara; May her memory be eternal).
Manhattan against the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey as well as
The Commission, established by Metropolitan Nicholas following the July
2009 opening session of our Diocesan Sobor/Council, has made stewardship other agencies and individuals, in order to foster the rebuilding at Ground
education its primary goal during the period leading up to the anticipated Zero of the only house of worship destroyed by the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.
2012 Sobor/Council.
At its February meeting the Commission reviewed and evaluated its educational efforts since its November meeting in Washington. Monthly Stewardship articles have been appearing The Church Messenger, and Father Frederick
Watson presented a two-part program ‘Saint John Chrysostom and Stewardship’ at the annual Diocesan Saint Nicholas Readers, Subdeacons and Deacons Retreat in Johnstown. The program stimulated a lotl of discussion among
those in attendance, and many came to realize that they are growing closer to
‘Stewardship as a Way of Life’ than they might have thought!

The Parish and the Archdiocese would have preferred to rebuild the Church
without litigation. However, they have been unable to do so since the Port Authority renounced a long-standing agreement with the Church to rebuild at
Ground Zero, seized the Church’s land, barred the Church from access to it,
and has refused to talk or meet with the Church or the Archdiocese. This legal
action has been taken not only as a last resort to restore the property and rebuilding rights of St. Nicholas Church, but also to fulfill the common vision
The Commission noted that more use is being made around the Diocese of of civil and church authorities that the Church be rebuilt as a place of prayer
its Resource I package, which is available for downloading from the Diocesan and meditation at Ground Zero for all people.
web site, www.acrod.org. One such example is the appearance of Resource I articles on stewardship that are appearing in the Daylight publication for Dioce- While the Port Authority has claimed publicly that it is currently in discussions
san youth, edited by Father Matthew Moriak. Clergy and laity alike are with the Archdiocese in order to foster the rebuilding effort, in fact, in March
encouraged to make use of Resource I material for sermons, personal reading, of 2009 it summarily disavowed its agreement with the Archdiocese to rebuild
parish bulletins, etc. There are no distribution restrictions.
St. Nicholas at 130 Liberty Street, a site chosen by the Port Authority, which
Access to Stewardship Commission articles and resources is now just one click is adjacent to the original location. Since that time, the Port Authority has refrom the Diocesan web site home page. Resource I will also be available free buffed all efforts by the Church to work with it regarding the rebuilding.
in CD form at ACRY-sponsored Regional Lenten Retreats this year.
Contrary to working cooperatively with the Archdiocese and the Parish, a posThe commission has asked for, and been given a place on the agenda of the
next Diocesan Board of Trustees meeting, an opportunity to report on its ture which had prevailed between 9/11 and the Port Authority’s abrupt turnprogress and objectives directly to His Eminence and our Diocesan leader- about in March 2009, the Port Authority—without permission, notice, or any
ship.
legal justification whatsoever—has sent its bulldozers onto both the land still
With the Blessing of His Eminence, commission member Stephanie Betsa has owned by the Church at its original site at 155 Cedar Street, and the land proprepared a presentation on stewardship that she will be ‘taking on the road’ to vided to the Church at 130 Liberty Street pursuant to its agreement with the
local parishes this summer. To schedule a presentation in your parish or dean- Port Authority. The Port Authority has conducted extensive excavation and
ery, send an email to Stephanie at Stewardship@acrod.org. The format is deother construction work that has kept the Church off of its own property, and
signed to be convenient for the ‘coffee hour’ following Sunday Liturgy, and
has rendered both sites unbuildable by the Church without substantial remeruns about 45 minutes plus time for questions, answers and discussion.
dial work.
Plans are underway to incorporate stewardship education into this (2011)
summer’s program at Camp Nazareth. There are even rumors that a new The Parish and the Archdiocese hope that through this lawsuit, just and fair
‘Camp Mascot’ might appear on the scene - stay tuned, Campers!
rulings will be made allowing for the prompt re-construction of St. Nicholas
Following lunch, Father Robert Holet was formally introduced, and he shared at Ground Zero, not only as a church serving its flock, but also as a greater
with our commission members some of his insight and experience as Direc- ministry bringing peace, reconciliation and a sacred space of recollection and
tor of the Office of Stewardship of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. Father’s
remembrance for all people visiting Ground Zero.
doctoral project was ‘Financial Aspects of Missions,’ during which time he
came to know Father Nicholas Ferencz of our Diocese as one of his readers. Father Robert has shared stewardship presentations that he has developed, and
invited us to incorporate them into our commission’s work.
Paraphrasing Father Robert, who used his study of missions to look at stewardship, he discovered that when it develops, stewardship brings wonderful
things through God’s grace. In his experience, the conversion from a system
of ‘dues-to-stewardship’ requires participation by the laity, the clergy and
bishop working together as a team. It’s not a ‘program’ - rather, it is an ongoing process that culminates in stewardship as a way of life, really in Orthodoxy as a way of life fully realized. He sees this process as consisting of a cycle
of seven steps: Christ as Creator of all that is; His entrusting the stewardship
of His creation to man; man offering a portion of those gifts back to God;
God returns 30, 60, 100-fold; man receives even more in abundance; man ultimately must give an accounting of his stewardship and; as a faithful steward,
man attains to Communion with God - Transfiguration, Theosis.
Father Robert closed by suggesting the possibility of a continuing and growing synergy of stewardship efforts between the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
and the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese. Father Frederick and
Father Robert agreed to ask the blessings of their respective bishops to further
John Mindala
explore that possibility.
Archbishop Demetrios speaks to a gathering of more than 700 at a special
If you have questions about, or could use help with stewardship in your parish, Dec. 5 Vespers near the site of St. Nickolas church that was destroyed in the
Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. The event drew extensive media coverage.
send a note to Stewardship@acrod.org.
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Recent Ordinations

On Thursday, January 19, 2011, Subdeacon Charles Ellis was ordained to the Holy Diaconate through the laying on of hands by His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, at Christ the Saviour Cathedral in Johnstown, PA.

On Thursday, January 20, 2011, Subdeacon James Phifer of Holy Ghost Church, Phoenixville, PA was ordained to the Holy Diaconate through the laying
on of hands by His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, at Christ the Saviour Cathedral in Johnstown, PA.

On Tuesday February 15, 2011, on the Feast of the Meeting of our Lord in the Temple, His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, ordained Subdeacon Michael
Pirich of the Presentation of our Lord Church in Hollywood, Florida, to the Holy Diaconate.
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News from Farmville

Holy Cross Mission Marks
First Anniversary!
FARMVILLE, VIRGINIA – St. James parish—our newest Diocesan mission—continues to show signs of growth and progress. On the Sunday after
Theophany, Father Michael Rustick led a group of parishioners to the nearby
Appomattox River for the traditional blessing. Father Michael continues to
work with the OCF group at both Longwood and Hampden-Sydney Universities in Farmville. They are planning a Cultural Food Fair on February 24th
on the Hampden-Sydney campus, where various ethnic foods will be served.
The students will also participate in the “National OCF Day of Prayer” with
a commemoration of this at St. James Church. On the Thursday evenings of
COLUMBUS, OHIO--As we approach our first anniversary of establishment,
the Great Fast, the parishioners will gather for a Lenten meal and book study.
Holy Cross Mission in Columbus, OH is celebrating an abundance of blessPictured below is the new log structure which will soon be the new place of
ings! In the past twelve months, we have grown from a community of 14
worship and rectory for the St. James community. The building is located on
souls to one of 49, with regular visitors and an average weekly attendance at
a 7 acre parcel of land on the outskirts of Farmville. Anyone interested in helpDivine Liturgy numbering in the mid-50s. We’ve advertised, expanded our
ing the mission in any way, or anyone knowing of other Orthodox located in
presence on the web (holycrossorthodox.com) to include weekly bulletins and
the Farmville area should contact Father Michael at: rusorthoselected sermons, hosted a cook-out for the neighborhood around our church,
dox47@yahoo.com
and held inquiry meetings and the Lord is rewarding our efforts.
With increased membership has come the blessing of increased opportunities
for ministry. Committees are currently being expanded to address the needs
of our liturgical life, the education of the faithful of all ages, outreach and
evangelization, and social activities to deepen community and family bonds.
Our choir has grown, our ability as a congregation to join in the tradition of
our Diocese and sing Plain Chant/ Prostopinje has strengthened and we have
added to our lists of servers, greeters, readers and ministers of hospitality.
Our steady growth has resulted in the pleasant challenge of searching for a
new rental location with greater seating capacity and parking. During our
first Annual Meeting, held on February 13, a Capital Fund campaign was established in preparation for that day when the Lord leads us to a permanent
home.
In early February 2011, our Mission welcomed Father Mark Lowery, who was
recently received into ACROD, to assist in our parish. We are equally grateful to have the continued presence of Protopresbyter Paul and Pani Eleanor
Herbert. Among the clergy in our community is a combined 84 years of pastoral experience and a complement of gifts.
While there are many reasons to be proud of all that has taken place in these
early days of our mission, it is a pride tempered by humility and gratitude.
God has blessed us so abundantly in these critical days of formation as a parish,
that we cannot be anything but thankful. We are Individuals who have joined
together, each bringing his/her own talents; we have sacrificed, have worked
hard and have had faith that what God has begun in us, He will bring to completion.
But we could not have done it by ourselves. The support of our Metropolitan, clergy and faithful from throughout the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese has helped make this possible. The Lord has truly worked
through our sisters and brothers, near and far, to bring about all that has been
accomplished. To all of you who have supported us in any way, a heartfelt
“thank you.”
As we look back over this past year, the community of Holy Cross Mission has
much about which to rejoice and we look forward with anticipation to the
blessings yet to come. Glory to Jesus Christ!

His Eminence,
Metropolitan
Orestes P. Chornock
Consecrated
September 18, 1938
Entered Repose
February 17, 1977
May his memory
be eternal!
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Camp Nazareth is eagerly awaiting and preparing for the arrival of the Summer Camping Season. Diocesan priests
and parents have already been calling to find out the details of the 2011 Summer Camping Schedule. The 2011
Schedule has been posted on the Camp’s website – www.campnazareth.org. In addition, all the necessary forms for parents, campers, clergy, volunteers and staff have been posted. We ask you to help us disseminate this information in
your parishes.

HERE IS WHAT IS DIFFERENT FROM PREVIOUS YEARS IN THIS INFORMATION:
1. There is NEW and IMPORTANT information in the Camper/Parent Information Guide for them to know. This
is especially true in the Packing For Camp section.
2. There is also a new form online called the Media Consent Form which must be filled out for each camper. This has
to do with taking pictures and videos of the campers during the Camp Program and using them to promote the
Camp.
3. In addition, there is an article on the Camp website dealing with homesickness with tips to parents for preparing
their kids (and themselves) for Camp.
4. The Fee for Camp has increased to $270/Diocesan camper and $320/non-Diocesan camper. This represents a 4%
increase in each of the past 2 years.
5. Please also note that the Camp will not be sending out hardcopies of the application material this year, unless specifically requested. Again, all application materials are available on the Camp Website (see the Registration Forms
page). The forms may be printed off by you or your campers. Next year we will be implementing an online system of registration. This is another step closer to that goal and the goal of being “greener” here at Camp. In last
year’s letter we indicated that less than 35% of what the Camp prints is sent back to us. However, if you need the
Camp to send you hardcopies of the application materials, please call or email (724-662-4840 or campnazareth@acrod.org).
6. Staff applications are due March 15th, 2011. This is a month-and-a-half sooner than usual. This is being done for
several reasons. First, we have purchased an online training system for the staff which needs time to be completed
by them before they arrive at Camp. Second, the Camp and Staff need to know sooner than the middle of May if
we have workers and if they have a job for the summer. Third, an inter-Camp staff training weekend is scheduled
for April 29-May 1, 2011 at the Camp. This is a joint event between our Diocese and the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh. It is the first of its kind. Only those who have been hired for the Summer will be invited to
this event. We need the hiring process done by mid-April.
7. We are looking for a Nurse (RN or LPN) or Doctor (MD) for our first Diocesan week (see schedule below). Please
advertise this in your bulletins and announce it. They may call for more information. Please also let your faithful
know that the Nurse or Doctor on staff each week will receive a campership for one of their children or for someone whom they designate.
Remember that for some, coming to Camp is a last minute decision, but for many more it is a planned and highly anticipated event. As you have in the past, please begin to talk to your parents and parish children about Camp. Encourage them to “come and see” the blessings in store for them here. Show them the New Camp DVD entitled Camp
Nazareth: Your Journey Starts Here! While some children need no encouragement to attend Camp, there are others
who do need encouragement and support. Please offer them both as you help us disseminate this information.
Finally, please encourage those who are of age (at least 18 by the beginning of the Summer Season and have completed
High School), to be part of the Camp’s Summer Staff. There are positions available as counselor, head counselor,
kitchen staff, maintenance staff, athletic director, lifeguard and nurse. This is a wonderful opportunity for our youth
to get involved in this vital and meaningful Diocesan apostolate, form lasting friendships, and use their God-given talents for the benefit and upbuilding of our Church. The link for staff employment opportunities is www.campnazareth.org/Forms&Registration.htm.

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING DEANERY WEEKS AT CAMP:
Week 1 -- July 17-23, 2011 – Johnstown, Pocono, Southern Tier, Youngstown and Chicago Deaneries
Week 2 -- July 24-30, 2011 -- Pittsburgh, Mid-Atlantic, Tri-State and Washington, D.C. Deaneries
Week 3 – July 31-August 6, 2011 -- New England, New York, New Jersey, Florida and Canada Deaneries

REMEMBER ALSO THE FOLLOWING DATES:
1. Staff Applications are due March 15.
2. Clergy and Volunteer Applications are due June 1.
3. Camper Applications are due July 1.
Thank you very much for your past help in encouraging your youth to come to Camp as Campers and as Staff. Please
continue to offer them this necessary pastoral encouragement.

or are somehow brought by accident. Now when we are very young,
we come because we don’t really
have a choice in the matter—our
parents or grandparents bring us. I
remember very early in my priesthood a young couple in the parish
who attended services quite regularly. After getting to know them, I
discovered they had a 7 year old
daughter that I had never seen.
When I asked why they didn’t bring
her, they said they felt it was her
choice and, of course, she always
chose to stay home. Of
course…what child wouldn’t? I suppose that as many children become
adults, they continue to attend
church because they feel compelled
to do so. It simply becomes another
obligation in their lives. No doubt
some come to church for social reasons. They like the activities and the
camaraderie…they make friendships. Many churches of all denominations seem to put great emphasis
on the social aspect of being part of
the church—hoping that once people get involved in one way they can
be worked with on another level as
well. But again…what really should
motivate us to be drawn to the
Church? The reasons are so basic we
might be tempted to say that it’s too
simplistic. First of all, we should
come to church because God says we
should—you can’t get any more
basic than that! Centuries ago, God
handed Moses two stone tablets
with ten laws on them—laws that
would be the basis for any civilized
nation to live by. One of those laws
tells us: REMEMBER TO KEEP
HOLY THE SABBATH DAY. In
other words, go to church that day.
Go to church to learn about God
and to worship Him. Go to church
to learn about yourself and what
God expects of you. Go to church to
learn how to pray. Go to church to
find out how you can witness for
Christ and make a difference in a
world where enough people do not
go to church.
May we always remember this: when
we come to church, we always have
made the right turn—even if we
may have not exactly come for the
right reasons—and we can safely say
that when we come to church, we
are always headed in the right direction! We shouldn’t need a GPS system to show us the way to God’s
house: our heart should be able to
find it!
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor
The Church Messenger
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PERTH AMBOY, NJ – Pictured is the committee that ran a successful 50s
Dance at St. John’s Church recently. Even the “King” made an appearance—
blue suede shoes and all!

LAKELAND, FL - On the Feast of Theophany at St. Nectarios Mission, Bruce
BRIDGEPORT, CT--A St. Nicholas Brunch was held at St. John the Baptist Joseph Robertson was received into the Orthodox Church through the MysChurch, Bridgeport, CT on Sunday, December 19. St. Nicholas is pictured tery of Chrismation. He is pictured above (left) with his pastor, Fr. Nicholas
with some of the children from St. John’s. St. Nicholas was played by Rich Wyborski, and his sponsor, Fulton Flynn.
McKane. Pastor of St. John’s Church is Protopresbyter David Cochran.

BINGHAMTON, NY--On Sunday afternoon, December 12, some of the
members of St. Michael’s Cherubim Singers, under the direction of Claudia
Rogers, visited the residents of Ideal Nursing Home, Vestal Nursing Center
and the Hilltop Campus Nursing facility. The singers depicted here included:
Liana Carman, Emilyanna Constable, Aliena Carman, Rachel Chalachan, and
Antonia Lobacz. Assisting them were Seraphim Singers Rick Dutko and Peter
Roseboom (not depicted) and several parents of the students.

JENNERS, PA--St. Nicholas visited the children of St. Mary’s Church and
the Jenners community who gathered for the 3rd annual Pot-luck luncheon/homecoming celebration. Through the generosity of the parishoners,
each child received a gift-bag and was able to talk personally with St. Nicholas.
Pastor of St. Mary’s Church is Father Elijah Bremer.

BARTON, OH--The children of St. Nicholas Orthodox Church in Barton
participated in “The Souper Bowl of Caring” on Sunday, February 6th, collecting money to support International Orthodox Christian Charities in its
relief and development work throughout the world, along with food donations for a local food pantry. This is the 8th consecutive year that the children
PERTH AMBOY, NJ – On Scout Sunday, Stephen Skokan was presented have participated in this national event. Many of the children also used this ocwith the Chi-Rho Award by his pastor, Father Michael Rosco. Pictured with casion to display their support for the Steelers in the “other Super Bowl” that
them are Steve’s parents, Dr. Stephen and Janine Skokan, and his sister Katie. day.
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For All Orthodox Christians,
Family & Friends
CENTRAL REGION
Location: St. Nicholas Church, Homestead, PA
Date: Saturday March 19, 2011
Time: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Topic:
Adults: Transfigured into A New Way of Life
Very Rev. Jonathan Tobias
Youth: The Icon of You
Rev. Fr. Matthew Stagon
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 3/5/2011

The Great
Fast Begins
on Monday,
March 7, 2011

PERIODICAL

Diocesan
Lenten Retreats

February 20, 2011

“The Lenten
Spring has come”

Diocesan Faithful Participate in
Annual March For Life

WESTERN REGION
Location: St. Michael’s Church, Niles, IL
Date: Saturday April 9, 2011
Time: 2:00 pm
Topic: Transfigured into A New Way of Life
Rev. Fr. Basil Aden

EASTERN REGION
Location: National Christian Conference Center, Valley Forge,
PA
Date: Saturday March 26, 2011
Time: 9:30 am – 5:00 pm
Topic:
Transfigured into A New Way of Life
Deacon Stephen Hall, Protopresbyter Peter Paproski
Teens (12-18): Living in the Light of Christ: The Battle Against
Teenage Temptations
Rev. Fr. Jeff Zias
Youth (6-11): Christ-the Light In My Life
Protodeacon Gregory Benc
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 3/12/2011

SPONSORED BY THE NATIONAL A.C.R.Y.

The 2011 A.C.R.Y. Annual
has been distributed. To order
additional copies of the Annual kindly contact Very Rev.
Fr. Andrew Fetchina, 211
West Grand Avenue, Rahway,
NJ 07065 (732) 382-8844.
Total cost per Annual, including shipping and handling, is
$15.00. Checks should be
made payable to the ACRY
Annual Fund.

WASHINGTON, DC -- With the Blessing of His Eminence, Metropolitan
Nicholas, Diocesan Clergy and Faithful, as they have for more than a quarter
of a century, took part in the annual March for Life in the Nation’s Capitol on
Monday January 24, 2011.
The Annual March for Life takes place to mark the 38th Anniversary of the
January 22, 1973 Supreme Court Decision, known as Roe V. Wade which legalized abortion.
Prior to the Noon Rally on the National Mall, Diocesan Faithful gathered at
Holy Resurrection Parish of Potomac Maryland for prayer and light refreshments.
At the National Mall they will joined their brothers and sisters of other Orthdox Dioceses in America and marched behind the Orthodox Christians for
Life Banner up Pennsylvania Avenue, to Capitol Hill where, by the Supreme
court, they offered prayers for the victims of abortion.
On this day, Orthodox Christians throughout America prayerfully remembered the victims of abortion, and educated themselves about and support
life-affirming, Church-related agencies and organizations, such as Zoe for Life,
Orthodox Christians for Life, and The Tree House.

DEEPEST SYMPATHIES
ARE EXPRESSED TO:
Pani Mary-Margaret Conjelko on the
falling asleep of her mother,
+MARGARET WIKER
Pani Linda Barriger on the falling asleep of
her father,
+GEORGE GNALL
The Finui family on the falling alseep of
+ARCHON FRANK FINUI
Pani Mary Sedor on the falling asleep of her son
+PAUL SEDOR

Eternal Memory!

