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Nesquehoning Celebrates Diamond
Jubilee and Blessing of New Iconostas

National A.C.R.Y.
Holds 66th Convention

2010-2011 National Junor and Senior A.C.R.Y. Officers.

Diocesan clergy celebrating the Diamond Jubilee of St. John the Baptist Church in Nesquehoning, PA.

PITTSBURGH, PA--The 66th Convention of the National A.C.R.Y. was held
over the Labor Day weekend, September 3-6 at the Four Points Sheraton Pittsburgh North hosted by St. John the Baptist ACRY Chapter 42 of North Side
Pittsburgh. The arrangements committee included the Very Rev. John S.
Brancho, Lynn Mainolfi, Matt Peifer, Theresa Sharpless, Carol Lorenzi,
Donna Tongel and Steve Brancho.

NESQUEHONING, PENNSYLVANIA - On Sunday, September 19th, the
parish family, honored guests, and friends of St. John the Baptist Orthodox
Church in Nesquehoning, gathered for a double celebration; the 75th Anniversary of the founding of the parish and the solemn blessing of the parish’s
newly installed iconostas. The Jubilee Celebration began with a procession of
the clergy into the church as the cantors and congregation sang the Tropar of
St. John the Baptist, the heavenly protector of the parish. The Very Reverend
Protopresbyter Mark Leasure, Dean of the Pocono Deanery and representative
of His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, solemnly blessed the newly completed iconostas. Father Mark then blessed a special plaque given in memory
of the deceased parents and family members of Thomas and Anna Hazuda
Thear, who were major contributors to the building of the frame of the icon
screen for their home parish. Father Robert Teklinski, pastor of St. John the
Baptist Church, also offered a special prayer asking the Lord’s blessings upon
everyone who contributed funds for the building of the icon screen and who
donated the holy icons.
The main celebrant of the 75th Anniversary Divine Liturgy was the Very Reverend Protopresbyter Mark Leasure, representing His Eminence, Metropolitan
Nicholas. Father Leasure was joined at the holy altar by the Rev. Father Robert
J. Teklinski, Pastor of St. John the Baptist Church, the Very Rev. Protopresbyter Paul Herbert, who served his first Divine Liturgy in St. John’s Church
50 years earlier, the Very Rev. Father Jonathan Tobias, and the Rev. Father
Daniel Mahler. Assisting at the Divine Liturgy was the Rev. Protodeacon
Theodore Worobey, Subdeacon T. J. Worobey and Reader Nicholas Worobey.
Andrew Hudock served as sacristan. The Plain Chant liturgical responses were
led by Cantor Irene Hudock, and assistant cantors J. Richard Hallahan,
Nicholas Troychock, Rachel Troychock, Marina Kuchar and Cantor Raymond
J. Mastroberte of St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, Lansford.
Prior to preaching the festive homily, Fr. Leasure conveyed greetings and best
wishes from His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, to Fr. Teklinski and the officers and members of St. John’s parish on reaching the historic milestone of
celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the founding of the parish and the completion and blessing of the new iconostas. In his homily, Fr. Mark outlined six
characteristics of a faithful church as described in the second chapter of St.
Paul’s letter to the Colossians.

The Convention opened with an officers meeting on Friday evening. Liturgy
was celebrated on Saturday morning by Protopresbyter Peter Paproski who
also celebrated Sunday’s Liturgy and preached the homily.
“When asked by a young man what the most important or greatest commandment
was, Our Lord responded: ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
soul and mind. And you shall love your neighbor as yourself. What a simple, but
powerful answer! Christ tells us that love is the most important virtue—a virtue
that must be at the heart of every Christian. We are to love God fully, completely
and unconditionally. For those who love God to this extent, it is natural then that
we share this love with others. When we fail to act upon this love, we experience
an inner restlessness—we sense that something is missing in our lives. This affects
our personal spiritual life and flows over into our parish and Diocesan life as well.
If fuels a dangerous spiritual lethargy that can lead to discouragement and stagnation. It is not enough to love others from a distance—take an offering to help the
poor. We need to get our hands be the “hands and feet” of our Lord—doing for others because of our commitment to the Gospel. We need to sacrifice our own needs
to help others as many of our Diocesan youth and fellow ACRY members have done
in recent years. May we all have the strength and courage to “…commend ourselves,
each other and all of our lives unto Christ our God.”
On Sunday, a Grand Banquet was enjoyed by participants and local faithful
who filled the banquet of the Four Points Sheraton. Matthew Peifer was toastmaster. Remarks were given by National Jr. President, Alex Breno; National
Senior President, Nicholas Dzubak; and Father Paproski. Protopresbyter
Frank P. Miloro, diocesan chancellor, represented His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, and delivered the main address.
-cont’d on page 5
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“Where Your ‘Treasure’ is…”

O

ff the coast of San Francisco is a
535 acre man-made island
named Treasure Island. It was built to
be the site of the Golden Gate Exposition in 1939, but when World War
II broke out, Treasure Island’s location
made it quite valuable strategically for
a naval base. The US Navy closed the
base down in 1996, at which time a
half-hearted effort was made to develop the land for public use. Some
housing and retail stores were constructed, but there was always the
hope of one day turning the island
into an upscale residential community. With its magnificent view of city
and its appeal of being away from the
congestion of the rest of San Francisco, it was only a matter of time
until this dream would become a reality. Recently, a master development
plan for Treasure Island was unveiled
before the San Francisco City Council. It called for some 8,000 housing
units—1/3 of them designated as low
and moderate income housing. The
grandiose proposal included stores,
restaurants, hotels, parks and entertainment facilities. A new ferry termi-

nal would be built to increase the accessibility to Treasure Island without
causing an influx of vehicular traffic.
Yes, developers seemingly thought of
everything to make Treasure Island a
very appealing place to live. But at a
public hearing on the project, someone pointed out that the planners
DID forget one thing in their Master
Plan: they did not allot any space for
churches to be built! The City Project
Manager admitted this was never
given any thought, but quickly covered his tracks by saying that just because churches were not mentioned in
the plan didn’t mean they were necessarily excluded from future development. Well, it was a nice try at
“damage control” but it was obvious
that churches not considered a priority in Treasure Island.
Now we should all be offended by
this type of attitude, but wait…there
is more to the story that is much more
offensive. On the website of the San
Francisco Chronicle over 100 readers
weighed in with their comments on
this particular story. Over 90% of
those responding were in total agree-cont’d on page 3
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Fasting and Prayer

F

asting had a predominate role in
the religious observance of the
Hebrews as well as other religions of
the time. Fasting was used to appease
God or the gods and win back His
favor. Similarly in Christianity, periods of fasting as well as certain days
of fast played an important role in the
life of a Christian.
Fasting takes on a two-fold meaning:
to free us from the passions of the
body and a preparation for certain
great feasts of the Church. Fasting is
giving up something good for something better! We use it to master our
own bodily desires and wants. We tell
ourselves: When to eat; What to eat;
How much to eat and not vice versa.
We cannot understand or practice
fasting without developing a prayer
life; the two belong together. Christ
makes this very clear when his disciples could not expel a demon from a
young boy. When the apostles asked
Christ why they could not expel the
demon, He answered, “This kind
does not leave, but by prayer and fasting!” (Matthew 18: 19-21). Prayer
and Fasting follow through with our
acceptance of “Discipleship”. We
have a choice of becoming a disciple
of Christ: “If a man wishes to come
after me, he must deny his very self,
take up his cross and follow in my
steps.” (Mark 8: 34). Once we have
chosen to follow Christ, then we are
expected to pray and fast. “When
you fast, you are not to look glum like
the hypocrites…. Groom your hair
and wash your face…no one can see
you are fasting but your Father who
is hidden; and your Father who sees
what is hidden will repay you.”
(Matthew 6: 16-18). And “When you
are praying, go to your room, shut the
door and pray to your Father in private…” (Matthew 6: 5-14).

to the four seasons of the year. These
four Lenten Seasons usually precede
major feastdays or Seasons of the
Church. Great Lent (Velikyj Post) is
the most popular and can be seen as
the “Spring Lent”.
The Stichera at Vespers for the beginning of Great Lent confirms this:
“The Lenten Spring has come…”
This season leads us to Great & Holy
Week and the celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Summer Lent is the Period from the
Monday after All Saints Sunday until
July 11, the eve of the Feast of Saints
Peter & Paul. It is called the Petrine
Fast (Petrovka) since it ends on the
Feast of Saints Peter & Paul. The Autumn (Harvest) Fast begins on August
14 and ends on August 27, the Eve of
the Feast of the Holy Dormition of
the God-bearer. It is known as the
Savior’s Fast (Spasovka). The Winter
Fast begins on November 28, the feast
of St. Philip the Apostle and is the 40
day preparation for the feast of the
Nativity of Our Lord, Jesus Christ. It
is known as St. Philip’s Fast (Filipovka).
Along with the Seasonal Lenten Periods, the Church has appointed
Wednesdays and Fridays as days of
abstinence with some exceptions during the year. We observe a fast during Great and Holy Week, The
Beheading of St. John the Baptist
(September 11), Exaltation of the
Holy Cross (September 27), the Eves
of Christmas and Holy Theophany.
The days and weeks without fasting
are noted elsewhere in this 2011
A.C.R.Y. Annual.

Some of the Lenten Seasons are taken
more seriously than others which is
unfortunate. The times of Fasting are
given to us for our Spiritual betterment and therefore, should be emFasting and Prayer are very intimate braced wholeheartedly and willingly
and private acts between ourselves by all Orthodox Christians. If we fast
and God. In other words we should only because of Church Law, what
never say: “Are you fasting?’ “What good is it and what have we accomdid you give up for Lent?” “Do you plished? Christ said, “If you love
observe the fasting seasons of the those who love you back…or lend to
Church?” We should be content that those from whom you expect repayment…… what good is it?”
God knows and no one else.
There are four seasonal Fasts in the (Luke 6:27-35). Fasting and Prayer
Church which more or less conform must be freely practiced out of love of
-cont’d on page 6
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Official
Notice
Ordinations
FATHER JOSEPH GINGRICH, ordained to the Priesthood by Bishop
Daniel of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA at the request
of Metropolitan Nicholas, in SS Cyril and Methodios Church, (Camp
Nazareth) Mercer, PA on September 18.
FATHER MICHAEL RUSTICK, ordained to the Priesthood by Archbishop
Antony of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA at the request
of Metropolitan Nicholas, in St. John the Baptist Church, Rahway,
NJ on September 18.
FATHER MATTHEW STAGON, ordained to the Priesthood by Archbishop
Antony of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA at the request
of Metropolitan Nicholas, in St. John the Baptist Church, East Pittsburgh, PA on October 3.

Parish Assignments
VERY REV. R. MICHAEL ZAK, relieved of his responsibilities to St.
Michael Church, Clymer, PA and assigned as Pastor of St. John the
Baptist Church, North Side Pittsburgh, PA, effective November 1.
FATHER MICHAEL RUSTICK, newly ordained, assigned as Administrator
of St. James Mission Parish, Farmville, VA, effective October 1.
FATHER JOSEPH GINGRICH, newly ordained, assigned as Administrator
of St. Nicholas Church, New York, NY, effective November 1.
FATHER MATTHEW STAGON, newly ordained, assigned as Administrator of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Morgantown,
West Virginia, effective October 17.
FATHER STEPHEN LOPOSKY, in addition to his responsibilities to Camp
Nazareth, Mercer, PA, assigned as Interim Pastor of St. Nicholas
Church, Erie, PA, effective November 1.
PROTODEACON GREGORY BENC, assigned as Deacon-in-Charge of St.
Gregory of Nyssa Church, Seaford, NY effective September 1.
VERY REV. STEPHEN KUNDLA (retired) assigned as Administrator of
St. Michael Church, Clymer, PA effective November 1.

Leave of Absence
VERY REV. JOHN J. BESKID, at his request, relieved of his pastoral responsibilities to St. Nicholas Church, New York, NY and granted
Leave of Absence from the active priesthood with no faculties effective
November 1, and relieved of his duties as Dean of the New York Deanery, effective immediately.

Appointments
VERY REV. PROTOPRESBYTER MICHAEL S. ROSCO, in addition to his
other parochial and diocesan responsibilities, appointed as Interim
Dean of the New York Deanery, effective immediately.
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granted retirement from the active priesthood and from pastoral responsibilities to St. Nicholas Church, Erie, PA, effective November
1, with continuing responsibilities as Diocesan Treasurer and Chairman of the Clergy Pension Fund.
VERY REV. JOHN S. BRANCHO, at his own request, granted retirement
from the active priesthood and from pastoral responsibilities to St.
John the Baptist Church, North Side Pittsburgh, PA, effective November 1.

Awards
VERY REV. ANDREW FETCHINA, awarded the gold pectoral cross and
the title of Very Reverend, given in St. John the Baptist Church,
Rahway, NJ on September 18.
VERY REV. PROTOPRESBYTER DAVID COCHRAN, awarded the jeweled
pectoral cross and the title of Protopresbyter, given at Christ the Saviour Cathedral, Johnstown, PA on October 13.
VERY REV. PROTOPRESBYTER RONALD A. HAZUDA, named Pastoral
Emeritus of St. Nicholas Church, Erie, PA, effective November 1.
VERY REV. JOHN S. BRANCHO, named Pastoral Emeritus of St. John
the Baptist Church, North Side Pittsburgh, PA, effective November
1.

Release
VERY REV. HIEROMONK MATTHIAS (MORIAK) at his own request, releasted to the Orthodox Church in America and to the omophor of
His Grace, Bishop Michael, effective August 29.
VERY REV. MOJMIR ZALCIK, relieved of his pastoral responsibilities to
the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Morgantown, West
Virginia and released from the Diocese, effective October 1.
-Editorial, cont’d from page 2

ment with keeping Treasure Island “church free.” Just listen to some of the
posted comments: “No churches? Sounds heavenly to me! No churches? Maybe
I’ll move there! We don’t need churches there. It’s not a day to day need like a grocery store. God doesn’t exist and religion is just a business scam. No churches? So
what? Best news I’ve heard in a long time. No churches? Who cares? No one goes
anyway”. Now certainly this is just a sampling of comments from one story in
one part of the country, but we would be naïve if we thought these were just
isolated opinions. We do live in a society that is not terribly religious—a society where more and more people are admitting they have no spiritual beliefs
at all. Sometimes even those who do are very quick to point out that they can
pray at home or simply follow their beliefs about God without being part of
a church. So why do we teach that churches are necessary? First and foremost,
this is how Christ established the Church. There has always been a strong
community spirit among Christians. We come together to learn…we come
together because we need help and guidance in praying, fasting and giving
alms. we come together to hear of the struggles of others to inspire us and encourage us…we come together because life is not meant to be a journey we
make alone—we need to make it with others who share a common faith. To
those who claim the Church places too many rules and regulations on us, we
ask WHAT ORGANIZATION DOES NOT HAVE RULES? WITHOUT
RULES, LIFE WOULD BE CHAOS. To those who complain that the
Church just wants our money, we ask WHAT ORGANIZATION DOES
NOT? To those who say the Church is full of hypocrites who don’t practice
what they preach…WE AGREE. We constantly fall short of the ideals Christ
set down for us—but that’s why we come to church: so that one day we may
finally live the life we are expected to live. Perhaps the city fathers of San Francisco do not feel churches are needed on Treasure Island, but our Heavenly Father, Who taught us through His Divine Son that “Where two or three are
gathered together, there I will also be” would have a much different opinion
about this!

Retirements
VERY REV. PROTOPRESBYTER RONALD A. HAZUDA, at his own request,

Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor
The Church Messenger
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A New Orthodox Saint

O

n April 29, 2010 the
Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church of Serbia
proclaimed the glorification
as a saint of the Church, Father Justin Popovich, considered by many as one of the
greatest Orthodox theologians of the 20th century but
who combined his intellectual ability with a life of asceticism, spiritual warfare
and prayer.
Father Justin was born the
son of a priest in Southern
Serbia on the Feast of the
Annunciation, 1894. He was
one of several generations of
priests in his family, and their
family name “Popovich”
means “family or son of a
priest”. At baptism he was named Blagoje after the Feast of the Annunciation
(Blagovest means Annunciation or Good News). He grew up in a pious Orthodox home, frequently visiting with his parents the nearby Prohor Pchinjski
Monastery. His greatest love was for the Bible and from the age of 14 he carried a Bible with him and read three chapters each day. He completed his
studies at the Theological Faculty of St. Sava in Belgrade in 1914 where he
came under the influence and instruction of the holy bishop St. Nicholas Velimirovich who fell-asleep in the Lord in Pennsylvania in 1956. Upon his
graduation his deepest desire was to fully consecrate his life to the service of
the Lord by taking monastic vows, but the declining health of his parents and
the outbreak of World War I delayed him. During World War I he served as
a student nurse with the Serbian army, finally becoming a monk on January
1, 1916, taking the name “Justin” after the Holy Martyr Justin the Philosopher.
After a year of study in Russia he entered the Theological School in Oxford,
England at the encouragement of his mentor, St. Nicholas. His dissertation
was not accepted due to his truthful critique of Western humanism, secularism, and Roman Catholicism. His English professors demanded that he
change his views, which for Fr. Justin was inconceivable and he left Oxford
without a diploma. Even at this relatively young age, he was known as a man
of prayer and asceticism. A young Anglican monk who became his friend,
and who observed his ceaseless prayer and tears said:
I only now understand that the repentance and faith you have is
something different from what we understand in the West and
how we’ve been taught. Now I see that we in the West don’t know
what repentance is.
He was able to complete his Doctorate in Theology in 1926 at the University
of Athens and became a professor of theology in the seminary in Prizren and
later in Belgrade. During this period he was ordained to the priesthood and
it was seen that throughout the ordination service tears streamed down his
face. It is notable that one of his close associates in ministry was Father John
Maximovitch, who later became Archbishop John, a miracle-working man of
prayer who fell asleep in the Lord in San Francisco and was glorified as a saint
in 1994. Father Justin’s theological accomplishments are vast. He translated
and published a 12-volume edition of the Lives of the Saints, since he believed
that the lives of the saints show how Orthodoxy is lived. He wrote a three volume complete catechism and explanation of the Orthodox Faith along with
several other books.
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turies of Uniate domination. He was offered an appointment as a bishop in
the young Carpatho-Russian Church but he declined, preferring to return to
his teaching.
With the Communist ascent to power in Serbia following World War II, Father Justin was viewed as a threat to their atheistic ideology since he was zealous in converting intellectuals to faith in Jesus Christ. He was ousted from his
position as a professor and told never to return to the university. After traveling in exile from monastery to monastery, he settled in the Chelije Monastery
in Western Serbia in 1948 and remained in this women’s monastery for the remainder of his life. While he continued his intellectual pursuits, producing
an immense number of books and scholarly articles, his theology was not simply an intellectual exercise of the mind but was a lived reality in his life. He
worked alongside the nuns in restoring the monastery and establishing a farm
while he continued a life of prayer and asceticism: battling against the sinful
passions, not indulging his bodily desires, fasting to learn self control. One of
his spiritual children remembered:
After dinner Fr. Justin would go to his workroom where he would
read Holy Scripture, the Holy Fathers, and pray. He slept very
little. He would get up very early and go to the monastery church
to serve the Divine Services. Following this he would eat breakfast and return to his work – studying, translating, and writing.
When he grew old, he would rest for a short while after lunch and
then return to his work. Everyday would bring guests to see Fr.
Justin, who would find time to give them precious spiritual advice.
When the evening arrived, he would return to the Church to
serve, after which the holy mystery of Confession would be offered
to all.
Father Justin remained in the Chelije monastery, under constant surveillance
by the Communist party police, until his falling-asleep in the Lord on his 85th
birthday, March 25, 1979. Numerous miracles have been documented and
recorded, both during his lifetime and at his grave after his death such as healings, flashes of brilliant and divine light from his tomb and many conversions
of unbelievers. Holy Father Justin, pray to God for us!
Tropar (Tone 4)
As Orthodox sweetness and divine nectar, Venerable Father you flowed into the
hearts of the faithful as a wealth; by your life and teachings you revealed yourself
to be a living book of the Spirit, most wise Justin; therefore pray to Christ the
Word that the Word may dwell in those who honor you.

Teachings of St. Justin

O

rthodoxy is ascetic effort and it is life, and it is thus by effort and by life
that Orthodoxy’s mission is broadcast and accomplished. The development of asceticism – this ought to be the inward mission of our Church among
our people. The parish must become an ascetic focal point. But this can only
be achieved by an ascetic priest. Prayer and fasting, the Church-oriented life
of the parish, a life of liturgy: Orthodoxy holds these as the primary ways of
effecting rebirth in its people. The parish, the parish community, must be regenerated and in Christ-like and brotherly love must minister humbly to Him
and to all people, meek and lowly and in a spirit of sacrifice and self-denial.
And such service must be imbued and nourished by prayer and the liturgical
life. This much is groundwork and indispensable. But to this end there exists one prerequisite: that our bishops, priests, and our monks become ascetics themselves.
The Lives of the Saints are nothing else but the life of the Lord Christ, repeated in every saint to a greater or lesser degree in this or that form. More
precisely it is the life of the Lord Christ continued through the saints, the life
of the incarnate God the Logos, the God-man Jesus Christ who became man.
This was so that as man He could give and transmit to us His Divine life; so
that as God by His life He could sanctify and make immortal and eternal our
human life on earth.
The Bible is in a sense a biography of God in this world. In it the Indescribable One has in a sense described Himself. All that is necessary for this world
and for the people in it – the Lord has stated in the Bible. In it He has given
the answers to all questions. There is no question which can torment the
human soul, and not find its answer, either directly or indirectly in the Bible.
Man cannot devise more questions than there are answers in the Bible. If you
fail to find the answer to any of your questions in the Bible, it means that you
have either posed a sense-less question or did not know how to read the Bible
and did not finish reading the answer in it.

To Carpatho-Russia

F

rom 1930 to 1932 he worked closely with Bishop Joseph (Cvijovich) of
Bitola who traveled to Carpatho-Russia to re-organize the Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Church, which was in the process of freeing itself from cen-

Very Rev. Father Edward Pehanich
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-A.C.R.Y. Convention, cont’d from page 1

“Here’s a question for us to consider this evening,” Fr. Miloro began. “In our everyday life as a member of the ACRY, how does God fit in? You might say ‘I go to
church regularly. I attend ACRY meetings frequently. I go to the National Convention and Bowling Tournament. Isn’t that time spent with God?’ It is, but that
is the only time we devote to God, we truly come up short of what is expected of us.
Some of us come to church every Sunday; some of us do not. Even if we do, is that
enough time spent with God? Even when we give Him our Sundays, what about
our Mondays? What about the rest of the week? Are you shortchanging yourself
without even realizing it? Jesus surely had busy days, but He always had time for
His Father. The Gospels tell us that our Lord often ‘got away from it all’ after His
grueling ministry of healing, teaching and preaching began to weigh heavy upon
Him. Did Jesus’ time alone in prayer with God His Father help Him set boundaries and establishing priorities so He wasn’t swept along with the demands of life?
Diocesan clergy process for the Great Entrance during the Sunday morning
It did…and it can work for all of us as well.”
Convention Divine Liturgy.
The active Jr. ACRY accomplished numerous things through their weekend
meetings. Scholarships through the Bishop John memorial were awarded to
Paul and Charles Halapin of Chapter 11 Homestead. The Pani Jeanette Moriak Scholarship was awarded to Katie Verbitsky of St. Clair. The juniors designated the following donations: $200 to Camp Nazareth, and to the Pani
Jeanette Moriak Scholarship Fund; $100 donations to IOCC, Christ the Saviour Seminary, and to the Metropolitan Nicholas Philanthropic Fund. The
Juniors have raised close to $5,000 for an orphanage in Slovakia which the
group continues to support. There will be a “Junior Encounter” from November 12-14 at Camp Nazareth. Newly-elected Junior officers are: President
– Maria Korchak; Vice President – Adam Coffman; Secretary – Angela Sudik;
Financial Secretary – Alyssa Woryanka; Treasurer – Joanna Puzakulics; Auditor #1 – Mike Kowal; Auditor #2 – Anastasia Koss; Sergeant-at-Arms – Paul
Zdinak; and Publicity Director – Mary Korchak. Winning the following honors are Pani Beverly Leasure - Advisor of the Year; Miss Jr. ACRY – Angela A.C.R.Y. members enjoyed a trip back in time during the Saturday evening
Sudik; Mr. Jr. ACRY - Michael Korchak; and Junior of the Year – Kyra Lea- dinner buffet and dance.
sure.
Business of the Sr. ACRY included undertaking two new projects this year –
“The ACRY blessing” and “ACRY Ambassador”. A new banner was made
and donated by Mr. and Mrs. Harry Coe in memory of their son, Christopher.
Scholarship amounts were also raised to help students defray some of their expenses.
Standing donations included Metropolitan Orestes Perpetual Fund - $500;
Metropolitan Orestes Grave Upkeep - $150; Camp Nazareth - $1,500; and
Diocesan DAY apostolate - $1,000.
The popular “Lots-O-Luck Calendar” fund-raiser allowed $10,000 to be given
to the following: $5,000 to Mission Fund; $2,000 DAYlight publication;
$1,500 to the Junior encounter, and $1,500 to Lenten Retreats.
The following students were awarded scholarships: Junior Award – Katherine
Stienstra (Chapter 11 Homestead) and Stephanie Coffman (Chapter-atLarge); Metropolitan Orestes Memorial – Stacey Carlisle (Chapter 44 East
Nicholas Dzubak, National President, Mary Ann Hudak, Secretary, and ProPittsburgh); Mary Kay Wanchik Memorial – John Fucsko (Chapter 11 Hometopresbyter Peter Paproski, Spiritual Advisor, are shown during the Sr.
stead);
A.C.R.Y. business session.
Graduate Award – Allison Wessel (Chapter 40 Binghamton); Trade Award –
John Stienstra (Chapter 11 Homestead); and Seminarian Award – William
George (Chapter 43 Rockaway).
The Chapter Achievement Award went to Chapter 30 Phoenixville.
Senior Officers for 2010-2011 are: President – Nicholas Dzubak; Vice President – Amy Oblinsky; Secretary – Maryann Hudak; Financial Secretary –
Barbara Fitzgerald; Treasurer – Debbie Samilenko; Sergeant-at-Arms – John
Fedornock; Athletic Director – Sarah Sherry; Chief Auditor – Stephanie
Nakonecznyj; Auditors – Alex Righetti and Stacey Carlisle; Publicity Director
– Danielle Bartko; Custodian of Properites – Donna Yarina; and Junior Advisor – Rachel Pribish. His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, appointed the
following clergy to serve on the National Board: Senior Spiritual Advisor –
Protopresbyter Peter Paproski; Junior Spiritual Advisor – Very Rev. Miles Zdinak; National Editor – Very Rev. Protopresbyter Mark Leasure; and Annual
Business manager – Very Rev. Andrew Fetchina.
An informative program book was printed by the Northside Chapter. The
2011 Bowling Tournament will be hosted by Chapter 23 of Stratford (Silver
Lane). The Convention will be hosted by Chapter 11 Homestead. Chapter
41 of Hawk Run will distribute the Lots-O-Luck calendars.

Nadine Korchak of St. Michael’s Church in Binghamton, NY, presents a scholarship award to Katherine Stienstra of St. Nicholas Church in Homestead,
PA.

Page 6

THE CHURCH MESSENGER

September 26, 2010
-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

Archpastoral Letter For The Beginning of the
Seminary Academic Year 2010
To the Very Reverend Protopresbyters, Very Reverend and Reverend Fathers, Monastics, and the pious faithful of our God-saved Diocese,
Glory to Jesus Christ!
“Instruct a righteous man and he shall continue to receive it” (Proverbs 9:9).

O

nce again, we prepare to open the doors of study to the students of our Christ the Saviour Seminary to
begin its 71st academic year.
While the words of wisdom expressed by the authors of the Book of Proverbs apply to each and every man
and woman, they are, and ought to be, especially appropriate to those who are leaders of communities,
whether civil or spiritual. Especially in the realm of the Holy Church do they need to strike a chord, from
the most exalted rank of a patriarch to the most recently- tonsured reader. For young men who begin their
studies at the seminary, this verse and others in the same chapter ought to resonate in their hearts.
When a man chooses to begin seminary life, or rather when the Lord calls him to this vocation, the seed has
already been planted. There must already exist some measure of wisdom and righteousness, fear of the Lord,
and a desire to know Him and His law even better than he does or thinks he does. The seminary is the training ground upon which those qualities will grow and increase. The seminarian, through study and prayer,
will become wiser and more righteous and more knowledgeable in the law of God. Like Christ His Master,
he will “grow and become strong in spirit, filled with wisdom, and the grace of God will be upon him.”
(Luke 2:40)
The Child Jesus was always God, the Son of God, but for a while He emptied Himself (kenosis) and assumed
human nature. He set aside His power, authority, and glory to accomplish the task of our salvation. “He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the Cross.” (Philippians 2:8)
A seminarian must follow the example of his Teacher; he must set aside the things of this world, not only
throughout his seminary years, but throughout his diaconate and priesthood. Things that other men may
often do need to be avoided and abandoned by the man of God. He sets his goals much higher. He practices
a “type of death” by truly “laying aside all earthly cares,” and gives his life to Christ. He trusts in the Lord
that He will utilize his talents and abilities and the learning that he has received in the service of God, His
Church, and His people. Like the Lord was to His Father, and Mary, His Mother, and Joseph, His guardian,
a seminarian, a deacon, a priest, and yes, even a bishop, need to be humble and obedient to all proper authority. In this lies true wisdom and understanding. This is the type of man that God can work with and mold
into a “good and faithful servant.”
So I ask you once again, good and pious faithful of our God-saved Diocese, to pray for our seminary and its
future, its students, and their teachers, that righteous men will hear and accept the call, and that God will
continue to provide leaders for the Church until the end of the age. Encourage young men who appear to
have that calling, and do not hinder them in any way. And I hope and pray that you will continue, whenever called upon, to offer your material and financial support as well. After all, you and your children, will
be the beneficiaries of this holy work, and God will reward you abundantly!
Bestowing upon you my archpastoral blessing and offering my gratitude, I remain
Most sincerely yours in Christ,

+ METROPOLITAN NICHOLAS

Metropolitan Nicholas joins the students and faculty for dinner in the Seminary refectory.

God and not out of Obligation.
We need to discipline our bodies in
order for us to conquer the temptations of sin; even from the sin of
Pride that we are fasting: Remember the words of the Pharisee in the
Story of the Publican and the Pharisee (Luke 18: 9-14).
The Periods of fasting are given to
us so that we might take the opportunity to look at our relationship with Christ. We read in the
Book of Genesis how God created
mankind in His Image. “The Lord
God formed man out of the clay of
the ground, and blew into his nostrils the Breath of life and so man
became a living being.” (Gen. 2:7)
Over a period of time, we through
sin, have distorted that Image; disguised that Image, of God in us.
By intensifying our prayers, fasting
and charitable works, we slowly uncover or renew that Image of God
in us. The Lenten Seasons are Seasons of Re-Creation for us. They
are Opportunities for us to become
serious about our relationship with
Jesus Christ.
God sees us as we are and knows
what we need. “You know what
each needs even before they ask or
are aware of it.” (Vespers: Prayers
of Light). All we need do is admit
our own sinfulness and be willing
to do that which is necessary to
change our lives. In this way the
Image of God will once again shine
through us in our daily lives.
As Orthodox Christians we are
called to imitate Christ in our lives
– to pray and fast as closely as He
did. Fasting is much more than
just giving up certain foods, but we
must start somewhere. We begin by
abstaining from certain foods in
order for us to begin to master our
senses as St John Chrysostom
wrote:
“Do you fast? Give me proof of it by
your works. If you see a poor man,
take pity on him. If you see a friend
being honored, do not envy him. Do
not let only your mouth fast, but also
the eye, and the ears and feet, and the
hands, and all the members of our
bodies. Let the hands fast, by being
free from avarice. Let the feet fast, by
ceasing to run after sin. Let the eyes
fast, by disciplining them not to glare
at that which is sinful. Let the ears
fast… by not listening to evil talk and
gossip. Let the mouth fast from foul
words and unjust criticism for what
good is it if we abstain from birds and
fishes, but bite and devour our brothers?”
Fr. Don Valasek
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Really Getting to Know Someone

O

n MTV, there is a fairly new show called “If You Really Knew Me.”
In it, a program called “challenge day” is held at high schools
throughout the country. These schools, like most schools, are beset
by cliques, bullying, mean-spiritedness, and sometimes even violence. The
purpose of “challenge day” is for these kids to move beyond the image they
present of themselves at school, and really allow people to know who they are
inside. In doing so, barriers are broken down. Kids in the various social
groups—athletes, academics, loners, popular kids—realize they often have
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more in common than they ever could have known. They start to understand
how their words and actions affect other people. Some of the revelations are
very powerful and the impact it has on the schools going forward is equally inspiring.
At our Diocesan Camp, we don’t have “challenge day.” However, some of what
happens on the show “If You Really Knew Me” happens naturally. When our
children attend the Camp, the image they present at home, or at school, pales
in comparison to the one thing that unites all of our children—their Orthodox faith.
When our children spend a week together immersed in their faith, and Christ
is a part of everything they do, they quite naturally allow themselves to let
everyone know who they really are. It’s a really powerful thing to witness the
genuine Christian love that our young people have for each other, even if they
only spend a week or two together each year.
I was privileged to participate in a new activity in the program for the oldest
campers. It was in the evening following Vespers and confessions, and they
had their own campfire where they were given an opportunity to just spend
some quiet time with each other, reflecting on the years they have spent at the
Camp. One camper summed up their friendships best when he said that he
would trust each and every person around that campfire with his life.
We often think of Camp Nazareth the way we think of Church—that it’s an
escape from the “real world.” In truth, it is our life in the Church—a life of
prayer and fellowship—that should be, and is the real world. When our children are at camp, they are doing so much more than swimming, hiking, making crafts and playing sports. They are living their faith, each and every
day--each and every moment. When our children are at camp, they don’t have
to worry about fitting in to this group or that. They just have to be who they
are—a child of God, created in His image and likeness. When our children
are at camp, they never have to say to one another, “if you really knew me.”

“Are You Camp Nazareth Material?”
by Fr. Stephen Loposky, Camp Director

L

ong before the Summer Season begins at Camp Nazareth, the Camp
begins to think about who the staff will be in the upcoming season,
and across our Diocese (and sometimes beyond our Diocese), young
men and women begin to consider becoming a part of the Camp Staff.
Being part of the Camp Staff is not necessarily a prestigious position (just
ask the Maintenance folks whose privilege it is to go rake the plant, a.k.a. –
“The Beach”), nor is it a high-paying position (just ask the Kitchen Crew
who rarely get the breaks they deserve), nor is it just all fun and games (just
ask the counselors whose campers are their kids 24/7 from the beginning of
the week to end of the week). So as the Camp considers whom to hire for
next summer, and as young men and women think about whether or not
they are “Camp Nazareth Material” for next year, I wanted to share with
you a few highlights of the application and interview process that occurred
my first summer here at Camp. The reason for writing the article is because
I was simply stunned and impressed by the good things I heard and encountered throughout the hiring process.
Let’s start with the question, “What does Camp mean to you?” as it was
asked of each potential staff member. As one staff member put it, “That’s a
deep question” and it is really, but in the answers of the 30 or so interviewed,
two themes emerged. The first was that Camp was a home away from home,
a place that felt safe and peaceful despite all the activity that occurs at it each
day during the summer. Because of that, Camp becomes a place away from
the hustle and bustle of the world, a place where you can go to feel renewed,
refreshed. This was the first and most common answer to the question
“What does Camp mean to you?” The answer was somewhat stunning, because it came from both veterans and rookies alike, and because of the rather
intense schedule that is kept at camp. It meant that the hustle and bustle at
Camp was different than the franticness of the world. How so? Because the
schedule at Camp is centered on helping us grow closer to Christ, developing a relationship with Him, growing in Him, while the activity of the world
exists to serve itself. I was simply stunned to discover how Camp impacted
the staff on this level and to have a simple truth about our faith revealed
through it: despite our best efforts, much of what we do “in the world” has
little or nothing to do with growing closer to Christ. Little or none of it is
done with other Orthodox Christians, and most of the time we either ignore
or are unaware of that simple truth. At Camp the “scale tips in our favor”,
so to speak, and it makes a difference to those who work here and to those
who camp here.

This led to the second theme prevalent in the interviewees answers. Camp
is a place where friendships are formed and a deeper fellowship with one
another and with Christ exists. As one staff member put it, “Camp is a short
part of the year, but somehow it lasts and its effects linger with us.” Staff look
forward to seeing their friends at Camp and making new friends, the more
so because those friends are other Orthodox Christians who are trying to discover a relationship with and live in Christ. I was impressed not so much because the answer itself was refreshing, but because it was given as an answer
from so many different staff members. And then the real importance of such
an answer becomes apparent: if the staff feels this way about Camp Nazareth,
they can begin to help the campers see and experience the Camp in the same
way. That makes them “Camp Nazareth Material”, not first and foremost
because they are good with kids, or have good instincts in difficult situations, but because they look at Camp with a particular type of vision. They
see its importance in their own lives and because they hold what Camp
means so close to their hearts. That can’t help but be transmitted to the children in at least some small way. Of course the vision and the reality of Camp
can be quite far apart at times, but at least the vision, a particular vision, of
Camp is there, and one that can be built on, not one that needs to be torn
down and replaced with something closer to the Camp’s mission.
The above, in and of itself, would have been enough to stun and impress me,
but the hiring process did not just involve one question, or just one interview. What also became apparent through the hiring process was a certain
level of commitment that each person felt to the Camp, to the campers and
to the Church. It was invigorating to hear and experience that commitment
as it came through in the hiring process and then as it was seen and felt during the summer season. It made me think of at least two things I wished I
could find a way to communicate to the Diocesan faithful. One was that
somebody’s parents and somebody’s priest must be doing some kind of a
great job in raising and teaching their children. Not because the kids are
perfect and are absolutely perfect role-models in the faith, but because somewhere inside them was a great love for this Camp, the kids who camp here,
and for the Church whose Camp this is. Again, the reality of things does not
always correspond to the vision, but the willingness to work and commitment demonstrated does reveal a strong devotion and love for Christ.
The second thought/observation I wanted to find a way to communicate
was that we do have young people in our church who are talented and who
-cont’d on page 3
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are willing to devote their considerable God-given talents to the building up
of His Church. We may not have a lot of young people in our Diocese, or the
number of them may be decreasing (may God bless us and help us change
that trend), but in the ones that passed through Camp this past summer, I
would say that our Lord has blessed us abundantly. First, I hope that they
themselves realize what a blessing they can be and are called to be by our Lord.
Second, I hope that the rest of us realize the same, and do not give up on a generation which may be different than our own, but which feels the same toward the Camp, toward the campers, and toward Christ as others have before
them.
It was simply wonderful to hear and uplifting to see this devotion and love
for Christ, His Church and His Camp. The process of hiring may have
changed slightly over the years. More importantly, however, under the surface
of the process, I think the essence, the heart, has remained the same. “What
does Camp mean to you?” The answer to that question has remained the same
since the Camp’s founding in 1977. It was interesting and kind of funny to
look at the Official Camp Nazareth Staff Photo Album and to place in it a picture of the 2010 Camp Staff. They took their place among a great many present day priests, teachers and servants in our Diocese. The staff dress may have
changed. The staff shirt may have changed over the years. But the “Camp
Nazareth Material” has not. It continues to be those who care, those who make
a commitment, those who love the Camp, and those who are willing to give
to Christ’s Church what He has given to them. It was wonderful to see this and
experience it this past summer. Now the question becomes for us, “Who will
be ‘Camp Naz Material’ in 2011?” We hope the answer to that question will
be “you!”

Wave Your Flag
Father Matthew Moriak
Filip Bundra (right) with fellow camper Anastasia Koss

I

t’s extremely difficult opening up a speech so I decided to open up with
this: “So how bout that ride in? I don’t know why they call it ‘I’m loving
it.’” But you wouldn’t believe that I once was a loner, a one man wolf
pack. But when I went to camp and found all these new friends, about 159.5
to be exact, and I thought to myself, could this be? 159.5 people added to my
wolf pack?
It’s unbelievable how 8 years have dissolved so quickly and yet here I am still
getting caught up in the same excitement and emotions. Camp Nazareth has
taught and given me some key pieces to my life. I learned to be away from my
house, but even though I was over 300 miles away I still felt at home. At
home with my friends, at home with God and even when the times where
dark and troubled, I never stopped learning and becoming stronger and realizing that prayer conquers all.
Every year we learn a new idea and belief, but this year we learned about vocations and how it is not just to do it but to be it. As I leave you all and head
headstrong into the unknown, I shall leave you with this, “Life is not based on
the bills you’ve touched, but the lives you’ve touched.”
The relationships made at Camp Nazareth are unlike any other. Our passion
and devoutness unified us to create a bond unlike any other. Whenever I left
school, none of my friends cried at their departure nor at their graduation,
but at the end of the week as the bus with the random blue lights in it arrives
to take us all home, there is no dry eye in sight.

Teamwork is the key at Camp Nazareth!

If you attended Camp Nazareth during the summer of 2010, whether it was
as a camper, a staff member, a chaplain, or a volunteer, one thing became very
familiar to you as the days went by. Actually, it’s more accurate to say that
one SONG became very familiar to you.
Numerous times during the course of the day, you would hear what would
become a very familiar and welcome drum roll, signaling the beginning of a
song called “Wavin’ Flag.” It became the unofficial theme song of the summer session, often played over the camp sound system between activities, before morning sports, and pretty much anytime it could be squeezed into the
program. Campers and staff alike, would dance along to the beat, and by Saturday morning, everyone knew the words to this particular version of the song.
As I thought more about those lyrics during the week I was there, I couldn’t
help but to start to see how they could be related to our Orthodox faith:
Give me freedom, give me fire, give me reason, take me higher.
Our faith is the reason we all come to Camp Nazareth every summer. We hope
that by the time we head home, we have a renewed zeal for that faith—that
we are on fire for our faith. Through that faith, we can find true freedom: the
freedom from our sins.
See the champions take the field now. You define us, make us feel proud.
Our faith is defined by Christ and His Gospel. The saints, whose images surround us in the Church, and whom we learn about at the camp, are the champions of our faith. They have already showed us how to live Christ’s, and
hopefully, will inspire us to live our faith as well as we can.
Singing forever young. Singing songs underneath that sun.
Let’s Rejoice in the beautiful game, and together at the end of the day…
Our children sing songs—the hymns of their faith. They sing them underneath
the sun during the day, and under the stars at the end of the day. They sing them
in their Church—Saints Cyril and Methodius Church. They sing like a choir
of angels.
We all say, when I get older, I will be stronger…
Every year, we see each other at Camp, and we’re another year older. We can
see how we’ve all grown and changed in that year. Because of what we learn
at Camp Nazareth every year, we pray that as we get older, we will be stronger
in our faith.
So wave your flag, now wave your flag, now wave your flag.
When we go home at the end of another wonderful week spent at Camp
Nazareth, we have to face all the challenges that come to us from the world.
The best way to meet those challenges, and to perhaps even inspire our family and friends at home, is to live our faith. That’s what the flag is. The flag
is our faith and we wave it by living it. So wave your flag, now wave your flag,
now live your faith!
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“With God All Things are Possible”
by Reader Andrew Wythe
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Reflections on Camp Nazareth from a
Graduating Senior
By Jacob Cochran

Jacob Cochran (left) with counselor Kris Carlisle and his sister, Sara.

W

Reader Andrew Wythe (left) with 1st session Camper of the Week, Jonah Zias, and fellow counselors Sub-Deacon Bill George and
Alicia Kleer.

I

n the Gospel for the 12th Sunday after Pentecost (Matthew 19:16-26),
Christ asked the rich man to sell all of his earthly possessions in order to
come follow Him. I can remember as a child that this Gospel sounded
frightening. I figured that there is no way anyone can live their life, let alone
comfortably, if they give up all that they own. In today’s society of I-pods,
Facebook pages, and Droids, the idea of giving up every luxury in order to
live a holy life sounds impossible. If TV ads have taught us anything, not only
would it be hard, but it wouldn’t be much fun. But to live a life without all
of our earthly luxuries is far from impossible, for Christ said that with Him “all
things are possible” (Mt. 19:26). Our monasteries stand as a testament to this.
Day after day, our monks and nuns, who are human beings no different from
you or me, have chosen to live in a self-sufficient community where they own
none of our modern luxuries.
At our Diocesan camp, Camp Nazareth, campers, with the exception of electricity and running water, live with very little. At the beginning of the week,
they have to turn in their cell phones and forfeit all contact with the outside
world other than through mail, or the occasional use of a pay phone. They
then live their lives for at least one week without many of the advances that we
take for granted and pray together before and after meals, sports, or religious
ed. classes. Fr. Lev Holowaty, the pastor of the Descent of the Holy Spirit
Church in Schererville, Indiana, compared the campers’ experience there to a
far less intense version of the monastic life, as they forfeit many earthly possessions and place Christ at the center of everything done there.
If living with such little luxury is so difficult and un-enjoyable, then why do
so many clergymen and lay people volunteer for the monastic life? How come
so many campers shed tears when the bus arrives to take them back home at
the end of the camp week? If this way of life is so impossible wouldn’t campers
run to the bus when it arrives to take them home rather than being pleaded
by the staff and bus driver to board it? Wouldn’t monks have to be appointed
by our bishop? Giving up what you own to follow Christ is not only possible, but easy if you truly commit yourself to doing it. We have been taught
by the world and the media that we need these luxuries and material property
in order to function and survive in our society. To any of you who would like
to experience living in a world without the use of phones, TV, or internet, I
highly recommend spending a week at our Diocesan camp as a camper, staff
member, or volunteer. But furthermore, I’d like to propose a challenge, or
rather an opportunity, to all of you. I would like all of you to attempt to live
without some sort of modern luxury that you take for granted, even for just a
single day. So that you will be able to, at least in a small way, give up what you
own to follow Christ.

hen people say time slows down at camp, they are absolutely right.
Some weeks I have met people for the first time and by the end of
that week, I feel like I really know them. Camp is different from
everywhere else because instead of using a phone or computer to talk to someone, you have to talk to them face to face, which makes it more personal. Every
conversation you have at camp is always going to be closer and mean more
than it would anywhere else because at camp we are all comfortable and we
aren’t afraid to be ourselves. I have camp friends I have know all my life and
am really close to because at camp, it’s almost like everything means more to
you because you only get to see these people one week out of the year. So you
want to make that one week count as much as you can.
Camp friends mean so much to me because I feel much closer to them than
my other friends. I’ve known many of you for a long time, but some of you I
just met on Sunday, and I feel close to you. I feel that I can come to any of you
for anything. And to me, that’s what camp is all about. Being there for each
other in a Christian environment, sharing things with each other, and living
each day with each other. At camp everyone is one big happy family. Camp is
my home away from home.
There is one story I never told anyone about camp because it was always kind
of unbelievable to me. One year when Fr. Zak was the camp director, I had
strep throat for the week. Strep throat is not nice to have. So I had it and I had
to go to the doctors to get medicine, so I did that. The next day was the
Moleben to St. Nectarios when we get anointed with his oil. So, since I had
strep throat, I asked Fr. Zak to anoint my throat and the next day, my strep
was gone. I guess you could say that’s the biggest thing I’ll remember from
camp.
You guys, when you’re here, you really need to take everything in, and not
take it for granted, because for a lot of us, it’s only a week, but if you let it,
camp can impact every one of your lives in a special way. And camp friends
never fade or go away because the bond made at camp is so much stronger that
at home. So please, do not take camp for granted, or you’ll really regret it.

Greeting His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas.
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IOCC Food and Medical Assistance
Reach Pakistan
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Missing from Ground Zero:
St. Nicholas Church

A

Small children, like these in Pakistan, are more vulnerable to diseases such as diarrhea. IOCC, with the
support of the Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society, is providing medicines to treat people in
Pakistan who have been affected by the massive flooding that has contaminated water supplies, displaced
people from their homes and destroyed vast areas of the country. (photo: Abdul Majeed Goraya/IRIN)

BALTIMORE, MD (IOCC) — International Orthodox Christian Charities
(IOCC) has expanded its distribution of emergency supplies to flood-ravaged
areas of Pakistan. While water is receding in many areas of the country, the
devastation caused to homes, infrastructure and farm land has left many people without adequate access to clean water, food and medical assistance. Aid
provided by IOCC has focused on the medical needs, especially the threat of
water-borne diseases, and immediate provision of food supplies through the
Orthodox Mission in Pakistan.
In partnership with Medical Teams International, IOCC is providing two
cholera kits to areas in the north of Pakistan. The kits will provide medical
camps established in four of the hardest hit regions of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa region. Each cholera kit contains basic pharmaceuticals and supplies to treat up to 700 severe and moderate cases of cholera, including those
affected by dysentery. The shipment, valued at $265,000, has been made possible through support from the Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society.
“It was with great sadness that we learned of the loss of life and devastating destruction in Pakistan,” remarked National Philoptochos President Aphrodite
Skeadas, “and this contribution, through IOCC, demonstrates the generosity
and will of our chapters throughout the country to assist the flood victims
there.”
IOCC is also assisting the Orthodox Mission in Pakistan to provide immediate food assistance to over 2,200 people in the flood-affected areas of
Wazirabad, Faisalabad, Gujranwala, Pannu Aqil, Nawabshaw and Larkana in
River Chenab, Sindh, and Nowshera provinces. A new effort in the hard-hit
Nowshera province is targeting families that have not received aid by providing 175 quilts, 50 four-person tents, and school assistance to 25 vulnerable
children.
In addition to the food aid and cholera medicines, ten “Ready Relief Boxes”
provided from partner Heart to Heart International arrived to Pakistan on
September 14. The boxes, with a total value of $75,000, contain essential medications such as pain relievers, antibiotics, vitamins, and rehydration packets
which can serve up to 4,000 patients. These will be distributed through the
Orthodox Church in Pakistan and longtime ecumenical partner Church
World Service. The medicines will be used to assist patients at a hospital in Balakot and to stock mobile health clinics serving the areas of Swat, Kohistan and
Mansehra.

Become a Distinguished Diocesan Donor
Giving Levels:
$100 Entry Level Donor
$250 Bronze Level Donor
$500 Silver Level Donor
$1,000 Gold Level Donor
$10,000 and up Platinum Level Donor
“Equipping the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the
Body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12).

fter 10 years, I am back downtown. I worked in the Municipal
Building, City Hall, One World Trade
Center, and Two World Financial
Center before taking a job in midtown, the land of lawyers, bankers,
real estate barons, and upscale shops
and restaurants. Downtown is more
like the New York I grew up in -- 99₵
Stores, municipal employees, highend bookstores, million-dollar-traders,
fried egg breakfast joints, and the
Capitol Grille all crammed into the
area of the similarly diverse Dutch colony that started it all. I love it.
The window of my office offers only one view: directly into the pit that we euphemistically call Ground Zero. For me it’s the World Trade Center and I still
see the buildings in which I once worked, shopped, ate, and made and lost
friends. I am struck by the progress being made finally to close the wound One World Trade Center is climbing furiously toward the sky with Four not
far behind, and the footprint of the Memorial is now becoming clear.
But one building is conspicuously absent: the Greek Orthodox Church of St.
Nicholas.
I knew it well. While other churches in the area became tourist hotspots over
the years due to their age and history, tiny St. Nicholas was the anomaly: a
quiet spiritual sanctuary located alongside two of the tallest buildings in the
world. I spent many hours there before and after my mother’s passing in 1998
and noticed that it drew not only Orthodox Christians of every ethnicity, but
also Catholics, Protestants, and even the unaffiliated who simply needed some
peace.
Like most Orthodox Churches, St. Nicholas held relics of saints, including its
namesake. St. Nicholas of Myra (270-346 AD) was known for his love of children and was especially beloved by the Dutch, who called him Sinterklaas and
believed that he delivered treats to children on a special night every December. He was the patron saint of Amsterdam and it must have seemed only natural when in 1809 the New-York Historical Society retroactively named St.
Nicholas the patron saint of Nieuw Amsterdam, i.e., New York City.
I find it amazing that holy relics of the saint arguably best known by people
throughout the world regardless of faith were preserved for almost 1,700 years
and then transported 5,000 miles to a small church in the extraordinary New
World city of which he happened to be patron saint. And I like to believe that,
when the Towers collapsed into the soil of lower Manhattan, crushing and incinerating St. Nicholas Church almost without a trace, those relics helped to
sanctify that small piece of land in New Amsterdam now known as Ground
Zero along with the thousands who died there.
Soon after the Towers fell, Port Authority officials joined Governor Pataki in
a vow to build a new St. Nicholas on the World Trade Center site. Eventually
a location was agreed at 130 Liberty Street that would allow a larger structure
- a wise idea, since the church is likely to attract many of the thousands of pilgrims to the World Trade Center site who may appreciate the secular memorial but who also thirst for a spiritual memorial. If the raising of the World
Trade Center is meaningful to us, the resurrection of the site’s only sacred
structure will also be especially poignant.
Sadly, the Port Authority and the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese were not able
to agree on all details before the Port Authority, after many years of delay, suddenly kicked the WTC reconstruction project into gear and in the process
unilaterally withdrew from talks with the Church. Former Governor Pataki
held a press conference at the WTC site last week and called upon Chris Ward,
Executive Director of the Port Authority, to uphold the commitment of the
Port Authority and State of New York to help the Archdiocese raise a new,
larger, and more accommodating St. Nicholas at the Liberty Street location.
(The Archdiocese says it will cover all construction costs - all it asks is the site
all parties agreed to.)
I hope that, instead of hardening against people of good will, Mr. Ward’s heart
will soften and one day soon I will look out my window and see religious leaders of all faiths celebrating the consecration of St. Nicholas of the Towers at 130
Liberty Street.
***
Nick Balamaci has worked in communications roles for the Office of the Mayor
of the City of New York, the Port Authority of NY & NJ, Merrill Lynch, and
Citigroup.
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St. Nectarios Celebrates the Blessing
of its New Building

LAKELAND, FLORIDA--Saint Nectarios had its start as a relatively small
Orthodox Mission in South Central Florida. In five years who would have
even thought that we would have come this far. God has truly blessed us with
a multitude of gifts. We finally have our own building located in Lakeland,
Florida. We also have such wonderful, supportive, and zealous parishioners
that have helped us obtain our goal. Without all of the support that our church
has received from the Diocese and the generosity of many people throughout
the Diocese we would of never made it this far.
On Sunday August 15th we celebrated the 5th Anniversary of our Mission
Parish of Saint Nectarios. It was such a glorious occasion since our church was
being blessed on the same day as the Dormition of the Mother of God. Before
Divine Liturgy began our building was blessed by Father Nicholas Wyborski,
pastor, and the Very Reveremd Michael Miklos, Dean of the St. Mary of Egypt
(Florida) Deanery.
After Liturgy Fr. Nicholas blessed the flowers that were arrayed before the icon
of the Most Holy Mother of God. Once the flower’s were blessed and distributed to the congregation, we continued the celebration by enjoying delicious
Potluck prepared by all of our parishioners. Words cannot even describe how
thankful we are to everyone who has helped our church succeed.

Interior of St. Nectarios Mission, Lakeland Florida.
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Breaking Ground in Maryland

WALDORF, MARYLAND--On September 13, St. Thomas the Apostle Mission Parish in Waldorf, Maryland broke ground for a beautiful new church.
“We’re building a swamp-appropriate church that’s inspired by the architecture
in the Carpathian mountains,” said Rev. Deacon Stephen Hall. St. Thomas
is located in the Zekiah swamp. “Diocesan Trustee and architect Joe
Parimucha and his wife Barbara have graciously helped guide our efforts at
critical moments, so I think we’ll produce something special,” said Hall. If
all goes well, the new church could be functional by the Feast of the Nativity
of our Lord.
In the late 1980’s, Metropolitan Nicholas granted permission to parishioner
Andrew Single (now the Cantor at St. Peter and Paul in Windber) to conduct
a census to determine the feasibility of establishing an Orthodox community
in Southern Maryland. Services were then held in the family room of the Single home by Fr. Thomas Kadlec. As the parish grew, it moved to a meeting
room at the local Days Inn, then to a storefront next to a tattoo parlor, and in
December of 1998, they purchased a house and most of the land on which the
new building is being constructed.
Please join the faithful at St. Thomas by fasting a meal on Wednesdays and
praying for the establishment of the church. If you’d like to participate financially, information is available at apostlethomas.org and then clicking on
“New Church.”

Members of Holy Cross Mission in Columbus, Ohio recently held their first
parish picnic at the home of Cheryl and Doug Uhren. The gathering on
September 12 was part of a three-day celebration of the Mission’s Feast Day,
the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.

September 26, 2010
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Camp Nazareth 2010--First Impressions, Lasting Memories

W

hen I was asked to write an article about my impressions of Camp
Nazareth my first year as its Administrator the thought of doing so was
every bit as overwhelming as the first Summer season had been. There is so
much to write about; so much that should be communicated to our diocesan
faithful about the Camp, that just thinking about writing is wearisome.
Should we begin by telling our faithful about the schedule the children keep
here at Camp during our diocesan weeks? How rigorous it is, how challenging it is, how “crammed” it is with learning, prayer, worship, fun, friendships,
events, and memories. Should we begin by talking about the other 8-10 weeks
of the Summer Season during which other Orthodox Campers, other Christian churches, a local High School Football Camp, and many, many visitors
came to and were blessed by the things of Camp? Should we write an article
that focuses on the administration of this gem of our diocese; one that would
accurately and properly reflect the faith, prayer and amount of work it takes
by so many faithful to try, in spirit and in truth, to glorify God in everything
we do at Camp? I was asked just to tell you about Camp, perhaps just my impressions, but the real task here is to get you to read the article about Camp,
and be changed by what you read, be transformed by what you read, in the
same way that your children, grandchildren and God-children, were transformed by their week(s) at Camp. Having been changed by the reading of
the article, the hoped for result is that you will pray for this diocesan Apostolate, visit it, participate in its events, and become more aware of its importance in the life of our diocese, the Orthodox Church, our community, but
most importantly in your life and in
the lives of your children.
So where to begin? Let’s begin with
Johnny, who is a young child, coming
to Camp for the first time, whose parents have debated whether to send
him to Camp this Summer or not because their not sure if he is ready
(truth be told their not sure if they are
ready). Johnny is all kinds of excited
about going to Camp because his
priest has really “played it up” in the
parish and some other parish children
have always come back from Camp
with great stories of fun and friendships. Johnny really wants to go to
Camp, but he is also really nervous inside, even scared, because in part he’s
not sure he’s a good enough swimmer
to have fun in the pool he’s heard is at
the Camp. He’s also a little nervous
because he’s not sure he’ll make any
friends, and because a part of him
doesn’t want to leave his family. Then
he’s also worried about going on the bus, and remembering to brush his teeth
morning and night like mom and dad are telling him to do. And finally his
mother has warned him that if he comes back home after a week at Camp and
he’s only worn one pair of underwear for the week, she might make him live
outside with the family dog. That’s a lot of pressure, a lot of worry, on a young
boy. (Incidentally, that same young boy’s grandfather, when he was Johnny’s
age, was sent by his parents to pick blueberries in the woods, give some to the
family, and sell what was left on the corner to help feed his brothers and sisters.) Well, that’s Johnny and he’s coming to Camp.
Flash forward….Johnny’s in church at Camp for Morning Prayers on the 3rd
day. Mom and dad are at work wondering how their son is doing, on the
verge of panic really because they have not heard from him since he’s been at
Camp. If they could only see him standing in church next to one of his new
Camp buddies, surrounded by 100 other diocesan children, 20 or so staff
members, a few volunteers, and several priests. By the 3rd day Johnny is actually “taking a crack” at singing with his Camp buddy who seems to like
singing in church. Johnny was nervous the first couple of days, but with so
many other kids singing around him, he loses some of his worry and begins
to join in. Mom and dad should see this, because though it may seem insignificant to most, it may be the first time God hears this little boy sing a
prayer. That is of course right after Johnny got done wrinkling, bending, and
otherwise rendering useless, the Morning Prayers sheet he was supposed to return in the exact same condition he was given it. But no matter, his Camp
buddy, the one that he met the very first hour at Camp, the one that he’s been
paling around with, the one who sleeps in the top bunk above him in the
cabin, his Morning Prayers sheet is still somewhat readable, and so they sing
a little together, and so goes Morning Prayers on the 3rd day at Camp.

Flashback…It’s Johnny’s first night at Camp. He’s already settled into his
bunk at Camp. He didn’t know the boy who had taken the top bunk (nor the
12 other kids in the cabin), but his counselor introduced them to one another
(like he was taught to do) and they had walked around together, then sat next
to one another at dinner in what was to Johnny a gigantic hall full of noise,
kids, banging chairs, and rules he was supposed to follow. Sitting next to his
Camp buddy, whose name was Louie, made things less worrisome. In fact, because this was Louie’s second year at Camp, it made things a lot less worrisome
because he seemed to know his way around the Camp and had helped Johnny
“blend in” and seem like a kid who knew all about Camp. Mom and dad really needed to see this, because their precious boy had been given the neighbor Christ was talking about in the Gospel passage about the Good Samaritan.
That neighbor came in the form of a boy named Louie. Without even realizing it, the two were a living image of that Gospel passage. Therein, I think,
lies one of the blessings of the Camp experience…opportunities to live the
Gospel, live the Christian life, without even thinking about it, without worrying about what others will say about us living the Gospel commandments.
It is just what we do at Camp, and what hopefully Camp teaches us to do
when we leave its 289 acres.
Flash forward…Johnny’s hot. Everybody’s hot. As one of the counselors put
it, “It’s Guam hot!” Johnny didn’t know what that meant but yeah it was
Guam hot out alright. It was 90 degrees, but everybody still has to play the
sport of the week, which is soccer but with a few lacrosse twists in it, as well
as a second ball that comes out in the
last few minutes of each half. Johnny’s
on the Hufflepuff team (Harry Potter
fans enjoy) and it’s Thursday, the last
day for the younger campers to play
their sport. Johnny’s team didn’t make
it to the championship game, but
from what his coach-counselor tells
him that’s ok because the team has improved over the 4 days of play, they
have had some fun despite the heat,
and they now get to cheer their friends
on who are in the championship
game. Despite his disappointment
over not being in the championship,
Johnny seems ok with it. It turns out
that Louie, Johnny’s best friend in the
whole wide world at this point, is
playing in the championship game
and Johnny is cheering for him and
his team. Mom and Dad need to see
this too. Learning to cheer for someone, rather than against someone, is
something few of us learn to do, but
Johnny’s learning and practicing it. Learning to be joyful at someone else’s
success rather than jealous of them is also something so few of us are capable
of, but Johnny seems to be learning that lesson as well.
Turns out that Louie’s team lost in the Championship, but Johnny walked
with his friend after the game to their next activity called Orthodox Mythbusters, which was patterned after the show he and his dad sometimes watched
at home. Johnny felt kind of bad for Louie, but Louie seemed just fine, and
so together they made plans to go swimming later during free-time. By the
time they arrived at the Camp Pavilion and Mythbusters started, the thoughts
of soccer were gone, and now they had to “bust” the myth that you can actually de-baptize someone by using a hair-dryer. Johnny was not exactly sure
what baptism was, but he was eager to hear how the priests were going to
“bust” the myth. Johnny was actually having some fun while learning about
his faith. If only mom and dad could see this, could see him, and the things
he was learning and doing…
This is the first of a 3-part article. Follow Johnny’s week at Camp in the next two
issues of The Church Messenger. He’s a real boy trying to live his life at Camp in
Christ. He is being transformed at Camp, but he does not even know it, and probably cannot really describe it. That is because such transformation only comes by
the grace of God which is a mystery. But it is a mystery that is very real in the hearts
of our children, grandchildren and God-children at Camp. Thank God for such
a place in our lives and especially in the lives of our children. Pray for the Camp,
visit it, bring your children and come to know better the important place it has in
their spiritual formation.
Father Stephen Loposky, Camp Administrator
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ALLENTOWN, PA--Jarod Peachey, Larramie Furman, Jake Perry and
Makenna Peachey of Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Allentown, PA, made their First Confession this year. They are shown with their
teacher, Susan Perry, and pastor, Protopresbyter Robert Rebeck.

HOMESTEAD, PA--John and Dolores Smoley of St. Nicholas Church in
Homestead, PA, recently celebrated their 70th Wedding Anniversary and 90th
birthdays. They are shown with their pastor, Very Rev. Fr. Robert Buczak.

LANSFORD, PA--Mark Kokinda received the Sacrament of Confession for
the first time at Saint Nicholas Church in Lansford, PA. His family received
Holy Communion together on the festive occassion. Pictured are his parents,
brothers, and pastor, Father Robert Teklinski.

PHOENIXVILLE, PA - The members of the 2010 First Confession Class of
Holy Ghost Church in Phoenixville, PA included Joshua Merrill, Jordyn
D’Puia, Grant Hanak. They are pictured with their teacher, Mark Samilenko,
and their pastor, Protopresbyter John Fedornock.

LANSFORD, PA--2010 Graduates were recently honored at Saint Nicholas
Church in Lansford, PA. Greg Gauronsky graduated from Lehigh Carbon
Community College with an Associates Degree in Applied Science as a Physical Therapist Assistant. He will be continuing his education at Albright UniMONONGAHELA, PA - The members of the 2010 First Confession Class versity this fall. Madalene Zurn graduated from Lehighton High School and
of St. Nicholas Church in Monongahela, PA are Lauren Temoshenka and was among the top 10 in her class. She will be attending Ursinus College in
Rachel Hetzler. They are pictured with their catechism teacher, Marie Cos- Collegetown, PA as a Pre-Med student studying Biology. They are shown with
their pastor, Father Robert J. Teklinski.
grove, and their pastor, Very Rev. Father Edward Pehanich.
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nations large and small to make the iconostas a reality. He also recognized
master woodworker David Steigerwalt and iconographer Raymond J. Mastroberte for their superb work in constructing the iconostas and writing the sacred icons. It was also Fr. Teklinski’s great pleasure to present to the officers and
members of St. John the Baptist Senior ACRY Chapter #33, the 2009 National ACRY Chapter Achievement Award, for their many activities and service in supporting St. John’s, the Diocese, and the work of the National ACRY.
Father concluded by asking everyone to remember the past but to serve God
and His Church in the present to ensure the future growth of St. John’s Parish.
The dinner program ended with the Benediction being offered by Protopresbyter Mark Leasure.

Pictured is the new icon screen at St. John the Baptist Church in Nesquehoning, PA.
-Nesquehoning Jubilee, cont’d from page 1

At the end of the Divine Liturgy, prayers for the departed were offered by Fr.
Teklinski for former pastors Father Michael Sotak, Protopresbyter John Zeleniak and Protopresbyter Michael Sopoliga, as well as for all the departed
church presidents, trustees and parishioners of St. John the Baptist Church.
Following the Divine Liturgy, a Diamond Jubilee Banquet was held at scenic
Penn’s Peak in Jim Thorpe, Pennsylvania. Seated at the main table were the
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Mark Leasure and Pani Beverly Leasure, the Very
Rev. Protopresbyter Lawrence Barriger, who served as master of ceremonies
for the banquet program, and Pani Linda Barriger, the Very Rev. Father Ronald
Kovac, the Rev. Father Robert J. Teklinski, pastor of St. John the Baptist
Church, and Pani Peggy Teklinski, Mr. Eugene Hrebik, President of the board
of Trustees and Chairman of the 75th Anniversary Committee, and Mrs. Barbara Hrebik, The Honorable K. Tony Walck, Mayor of Nesquehoning, and
Mrs. Rose Walck, Nesquehoning councilwoman.
Other honored guests at the Anniversary Banquet included the Very Rev. Protopresbyter Paul Herbert and Pani Eleanor Herbert, the Very Rev. Protopresbyter Robert Rebeck, the Very Rev. Father Jonathan Tobias and Pani Marsha
Tobias, the Rev. Father Daniel Mahler and Pani Joan Mahler, the Rev. Father
Daniel Matthewson and Matushka Gail Matthewson, the Rev. Protodeacon
Theodore Worobey and Mrs. Kathy Worobey, Subdeacon T. J. Worobey,
Reader Nicholas Worobey, Pani Helen (Staivecki) Hutnyan, daughter of the
parish, Archons Emil Bzdil and John Kost, and Captain Aaron Littles, U. S.
M. C.
Special recognition was given to Mr. David Steigerwalt of Normal Square
Woodworking who designed, built and installed the magnificent iconostas,
and Raymond J. Mastroberte of Lansford who masterfully wrote the holy
icons.
Throughout the afternoon, a special 75th Anniversary DVD, containing hundreds of photographs spanning the entire history of the parish was playing.
Many people enjoyed the memories which this DVD brought back for them.
The formal banquet program began with the entrance of the clergy and distinguished guests seated at the main table. Father Leasure gave the invocation.
Cantors Irene Hudock and J. Richard Hallahan led the assembly in singing
“God Bless America”. Flowers were presented to Father Leasure by Sunday
School Students Gabriel Thomas, Alexsya Thomas, Kyra Thomas, Matthew
Hilbert and Brody Breiner. Andrew Hudock, parish sexton then gave the dinner toast. A delicious “family style” dinner was enjoyed by all. Following dinner, Eugene Hrebik, parish president, welcomed everyone to the Diamond
Jubilee Celebration. J. Richard Hallahan, assistant cantor and trustee, then
introduced Protopresbyter Lawrence Barriger, who served as master of ceremonies for the remainder of the program. Congratulatory remarks were offered
by Father Ronald Kovac, former pastor. Proclamations commemorating the
75th Anniversary of St. John the Baptist Church were presented to the parish
on behalf of the Borough of Nesquehoning by Mayor K. Tony Walck, and
from the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania by
Mrs. Rose Walck, representing Speaker of the House, Keith McCall. The main
address was delivered by Protopresbyter Mark Leasure. Fr. Mark praised every
priest and parishioner of the parish for giving witness to the Orthodox Faith
in Nesquehoning for the past 75 years. He congratulated the parish for all
their efforts in bringing about the installation of the beautiful new iconostas
and encouraged them to continue their good work for the Lord.
Concluding remarks were offered by Father Robert Teklinski, pastor of St.
John the Baptist Church. Father Teklinski thanked everyone, especially the
members of the 75th Anniversary Committee, who worked for many months
to make this celebration possible. Father also thanked everyone who made do-

St. John the Baptist American Russian Orthodox Church was established in
1935. Construction of the church began in 1935 with the cornerstone being
blessed by Archbishop Adam Philipovsky later that year. The work on the
church building was completed late in 1936. The altar was blessed by then
Bishop Orestes P. Chornock in 1940. The crystal chandelier and sanctuary
lamp were installed in the late 1940’s. In the 1950’s the interior walls of the
church were completely covered with sacred icons and religious stenciling. In
the late 1990’s the exterior of the church was restored. The interior of the
church was restored in 2004. In 2010, the sanctuary was completed with the
addition of the inspiriting iconostas. For 75 years, the parish has grown in the
Orthodox Faith under the leadership of the following priests: the late Rev. Father Michael Sotak, founding pastor; the late Protopresbyter John Zeleniak;
the late Protopresbyter Michael Sopoliga, spiritual father and pastor for 42
years, the Very Rev. Father Ronald Kovac, the Very Rev. Father Michael
Psenechnuk, the Rev. Father Lev Holowaty, and their current pastor, the Rev.
Father Robert J. Teklinski.

Office of the Metropolitan
312 Garfield Street
Johnstown, Pennsylvania
Glory to Jesus Christ!
Very Reverend and Reverend Fathers,
Parish Councils and Devoted Faithful:
This communication is a reminder of the decision that evolved from
the Reconvened XXI Diocesan Council-Sobor in June of this year regarding the Diocesan Clergy Pension Fund.
As the clergy and delegates will recall, it was decided and passed that
a voluntary offering of $15/per adult member in each parish is requested for four years (2010-2011,2012, 2013). The additional
money is needed to support the Fund which has been weakened by
the economy. This action was taken in order that our priests will be
able to retire in dignity at the pension levels that are in effect.
Each parish council is asked to discuss this matter, and take the
proper action to co-operate with the Sobor request. Each parish is responsible for collecting the allotted amount according to the parish
census. Local parish action, in addition to collecting on each adult
member, if needed, may additionally take the form of special collections, fund-raisers, or other means of fulfilling the request of the voluntary $15 contribution per adult member.
I am asking the priests and the parish councils to take up this matter immediately for 2010 if they have not already done so. Responses
may be directed to Protopresbyter Robert Rebeck at
1231 North 14th Street
Whitehall, PA 18052.
All parish checks are to be written to ‘Priests’ Pension Fund’. (Please
note: no individual parishioners’ checks should be sent to Fr. Rebeck. The collection should be managed in such a way that a parish
remits its collection with one church check.)
Trusting that your parish will fully co-operate, and with grateful
thanksgiving for your assistance, I remain with my blessing
Sincerely yours in Christ,
+Metropolitan NICHOLAS
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Metropolitan Christopher
Falls Asleep in the Lord

Attention
Parishes!
PERIODICAL

CHICAGO, IL - On Wedesday, August 18, 2010, on the eve of the feast
of the Transfiguration of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, His Eminence
+Christopher, Metropolitan of Libertyville-Chicago, fell asleep in the Lord
at the age of 82.
Born in Galveston, Texas, and baptized Velimir Kovacevich, the future
Metropolitan Christopher was the
ninth of twelve children of Serbian
immigrant parents. After graduation
from high school, he attended
Nashotah House and graduated from
St. Sava Serbian Orthodox Seminary
in Libertyville, Illinois. After marriage,
he was ordained to the Diaconate and Priesthood. Continuing his education,
he earned a B.A. (Philosophy), Master of Letters (History) at the University
of Pittsburgh; the Master of Divinity from Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School
of Theology in Brookline, Massachusetts, and completed courses and examinations for the doctorate at the Chicago Theological Seminary.
Father Velimir ministered to parishes in Pennsylvania and in Chicago, also
serving as chaplain to four universities. He assisted his parishes to become
bilingual in their worship and education programs. As a priest, he served as
spiritual father, counselor, youth worker, administrator, educator, and, above
all, in priestly ministry at the Holy Altar. Widowed in 1970, he is the father
of four, as well as the grandfather of nine.
Elevated to the episcopate in 1978 by the Assembly of Bishops in Belgrade
and tonsured with the monastic name of Christopher, he became the first
American-born bishop to serve a diocese of his church in North America. As
Bishop of Eastern America and Canada, he soon developed a diocesan-wide
program in religious education. Active also in ecumenism, he has served on the
joint commission of Orthodox and Roman Catholic bishops and on the Orthodox-Lutheran dialogue, and has represented his church at high levels in
both the National and World Councils of Churches. In 1991, he was elevated
to the rank of Metropolitan, thereby becoming Primate of the Serbian Orthodox Church in the U.S. and Canada.
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Effective November 1st, the
new address for the Office of
the Diocesan Treasurer will be:
PROTOPRESBYTER RONALD A.
HAZUDA
8844 Williams Road
North East, PA 16428

His Grace,
Bishop
John R. Martin
Consecrated
October 6, 1966
Entered Repose
September 30, 1984
May his memory
be eternal!

A Year In Review

The ACRY Annual publication is a year in review of our Diocese activities; a
Diocesan Year Book. Please take the opportunity to insure that the activities
of your Parish and ACRY Chapter are represented in the 2011 ANNUAL. It
is once again time to submit photographs and to ask for your support of this
publication. You may send your photographs by mail or by email to the Very
Rev. Protopresbyter Mark Leasure. Also by supporting this publication
through the purchase of Parish or Chapter Sponsorships, Memorial, Booster
and Patron listings, you enable to National ACRY to reach out to those in
Doctor of Divinity need. Because of your patronage, a portion of the proceeds from the sale of
the 2010 ANNUAL were donated to Scholarship and Campership Accounts.
n recognition of his exemplary ministries as parish priest and diocesan
With your support, opportunities like this can continue. Please consider supbishop, his courageous support of education, ecumenism, and monastic life,
porting the publication of the ACRY ANNUAL by sponsoring a page and enhis championing of church unity, and his outstanding leadership of the Sercouraging others to become supporters through the memorial, booster and
bian Orthodox Church in this country, Nashotah House is proud to number
sponsor program. Each Parish has received a sponsorship packet or you may
Metropolitan Christopher among its former students. Continuing the tradisend you names and donations by mail or email directly to Very Rev. Andrew
tion of this House in Anglican friendship with the Orthodox churches, of
Fetchina. The deadline for all submissions is October 15, 2010
which the exemplar and patron is our honorary alumnus, St. Tikhon of
Moscow and New York, it is with great joy that we confer upon His EmiFull Page Sponsor…….….$80.00
nence, Metropolitan Christopher, the degree Doctor of Divinity, honoris
causa.
Business Sponsor…………$80.00
May the Lord our God grant blessed repose and eternal rest to His Eminence
Half Page Sponsor……….$55.00
Metropolitan Christopher.
Quarter Page Sponsor…....$40.00
Patrons…………………...$6.00
Memorials………………..$6.00
St. George’s Prostopinije Ensemble has
Boosters……………….…$3.00
released its first CD featuring the plain
chant music of the Divine Liturgy of St.
SUBMIT PHOTOGRAPHS TO:
John Chrysostom. Copoies are availVery Rev. Protopresbyter Mark Leasure
able for a donation of $15, plus $3
745 S. Keyser Avenue
shipping and handling. Checks should
Taylor, PA 18517
be made payable to “St. George’s Orfr.mal@comcast.net
thodox Church and sent to:
SUBMIT SPONSORSHIPS, MEMORIALS, PATRONS AND BOOSTERS TO:
St. George’s Orthodox Church
Very Reverend Andrew B. Fetchina
745 South Keyser Ave.
211 W. Grand Avenue
Taylor, Pennsylvania 18517
Rahway, NJ 07065
Visit us on our website at: stgeorgestaylor.com
frandrew@comcast.net
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