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Protopresbyter Paul Herbert Celebrates 50 Years of Ordination

Number 7

Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka
Celebrates Golden Jubilee

SHARON, PENNSYLVANIA – Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka celebrated his 50th Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood on Sunday, July
11th. Father was ordained on July 3, 1960 by the late Metropolitan Orestes P.
Chornock in Christ the Saviour Cathedral in Johnstown, Pennsylvania. The
day was a dual celebration, also marking 50 years of marriage for Father
Michael and Pani Eleanor (Hazuda) Polanichka. They were married on June
11, 1960 in St. John the Baptist Church in Nesquehoning, Pennsylvania.
The anniversary event began with the greeting of His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas by Steven. J. Lukac, parish council president, presenting the hierarch with the traditional welcome gifts of bread and salt. Father Polanichka
then greeted the Metropolitan with the altar hand cross. His Eminence was the
celebrant of the Anniversary Liturgy, with responses being sung by the St.
John’s Choir, under the direction of Paula Kudelko. Plain Chant responses
were led by Professor Joseph Jaeger, parish cantor, and the St. John’s Children’s
Choir. Concelebrants with Father Polanichka were: Protopresbyter Frank P.
Miloro, Diocesan Chancellor; Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda, Protopresbyter
Archpastoral Homily Kenneth Bachofsky, Protopresbyter George Hutnyan, Protopresbyter Paul
Herbert, Protopresbyter Richard Salley, Protopresbyter Myron Zuder, Proton his Archpastoral homily, Metropolitan Nicholas spoke to Fr. Paul of the presbyter William Conjelko, Father Stephen Krivonak III and Father Stephen
words of St. Ignatius of Antioch about the priesthood: “We must grow in Loposky, Also assisting were: Protodeacon John S. Youhas, Deacon John Anlove of God and neighbor by means of our daily duties. We must safeguard the derson and Deacon Michael Rustick. Metropolitan Nicholas delivered the
bonds of priestly fellowship, overflowing in all spiritual good. And we must pres- homily, during which he cited Father Polanichka’s co-operation with the priestent all men with a living witness of God.” Metropolitan Nicholas advised Fr. hood in fulfilling his ministry according to God’s will.
Paul to continue following the Lord Jesus Christ with the same zeal, the same
passion and the same perseverance that he has exhibited throughout his entire
Jubilee Banquet
lifetime. At the conclusion of the service, Metropolitan Nicholas gave special
blessings to Fr. Paul and Pani Eleanor on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary
he Jubilee Banquet honoring the Polanichka’s was held at the Avalon
of Marriage.
Country Club at Buhl Park in Sharon. Jordan and Taylor Polanichka,
HOMESTEAD, PENNSYLVANIA – On June 27th, Protopresbyter Paul
Herbert celebrated his 50th Anniversary of Ordination to the Holy Priesthood, along with 50 years of marriage to his Pani Eleanor. It was a warm summer day in Homestead but the newly installed air-conditioning made the nave
of St. Nicholas Orthodox Church in Homestead very comfortable as Church
Board President George Murin began the celebration by greeting His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas with the traditional gifts of bread and salt. Father Paul then presented Metropolitan Nicholas the hand-cross and asking for
his blessing on this momentous occasion. Concelebrating the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy were: Protopresbyter Paul Herbert, Protopresbyter John P. Gido,
Protopresbyter George Hutnyan, Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka and The
Very Reverend Robert A. Buczak, host pastor. Also serving at the altar were:
Protodeacon John Youhas, Deacon Artemius Stienstra, Deacon Stephen Hall,
Sub-deacon Leonard Myers, Sub-deacon Marc Wisnosky and Sub-deacon Andrew Halapin Jr.
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Time is Important
So teach us to number our days, that we old in years, old in time, but how
may apply our hearts unto wisdom. much time during those years were
Psalm 90:12.
offered in stewardship, missions, and
ime lost is never regained. Time charities?

T

is a gift of God for us to spend
in a wise way, of which we shall some
day have to give an accounting. How
are you and I spending our daily
time? Do we take into consideration
that our time is more worthy than
anything else. As faithful, loving
Christians we will count out the days
and years which God has given us and
then decide to spend them as wisely
as we can.

Let us look upon our hours and years
as holy gifts from our Heavenly Father to be used in His service and in
His glory for the benefit of others. As
we continue to look over the rest of
the year, let us set aside a generous
portion of time to be spent for the
things of God, such as personal devotion, weekly worship, scripture reading, visiting the sick, charity and
church events.

Here we are in the month of July, days
are passing by, and as we move further
into the year, let us remember that it
is not merely the ticking of the clock
that measures our time, but the deeds
which we execute day after day in a
Christian way.

These are just a few things which God
expects from all of us who are called
Christians. There are many, many
more that we can do. If God continues to grant all of us another month,
another year of time, how will we
spend it? Let us make a definite decision today to spend it wisely and in a
holy way.

Our years are not measured by changing the yearly calendars but rather the
holy deeds of dedicated service to
God and neighbor. A person may be

A “Tale of Two Camps”

F

wholesome food, work on arts and
crafts projects, prepare and perform
skits and interact with those with
whom they have so much in common. But unlike Camp Nazareth, the
children at Camp Quest will NOT
learn more about God and His importance in their lives. On the contrary, Camp Quest is a place where
you won’t find God anywhere! For
you see, Camp Quest is a camp for
children who are atheists. It’s one of a
growing number of such camps that
are surfacing all over the country: in
Michigan, Minnesota, Tennessee,
Texas and California. Children there
are taught what the Staff refers to as
“Rules for Rational Living.” Rule #1
Now let me tell you about another states that “everyone is here to have a
camp I learned about recently— good time, so respect one another’s
Camp Quest—which is located beliefs.” Now that doesn’t sound so
northeast of Cincinnati, in radical does it? In a nation like ours
Clarksville, Ohio. Here children will where there are so many different
also come together from all over the faiths and religions, that’s a pretty
country. They will also swim, partici- good rule to follow whether we are in
pate in athletic competition, eat good camp of not. But listen to what else
or hundreds of children throughout the Diocese, summer is synonymous with Camp Nazareth. For
33 years, our youngsters have been
going to our “beautiful place in
among the mountains,” where they
will swim, participate in athletic competition, eat good wholesome food,
work on arts and crafts projects, prepare and perform skits, interact with
those with whom they have so much
in common and, most importantly,
learn more about God and His importance in their lives. They will undoubtedly sing the “Camp Nazareth
Song,” which contains a line that proclaims Camp Nazareth to be “…a
place where you’ll find God everywhere.”

-cont’d on page 3

Protopresbyter John R. Fedornock

Official
Notice
Ordinations
ADAM WYBORSKI of St. Nectarios Mission, Lakeland, Florida, tonsured to a Reader at Camp Nazareth in SS Cyril and Methodios
Church, Mercer, PA on July 22.
THEODORE ALAMANOS of St. John the Compassionate Mission,
Toronto, Canada, tonsured to Reader at Camp Nazareth in SS Cyril
and Methodios Church, Mercer, PA on July 22 and ordained to the
Sub-diaconate on July 23.
ABRAHAM WEHBI of Christ the Saviour/Holy Trinity Church, Toronto,
Canada, tonsured to Reader at Camp Nazareth in SS Cyril and Methodios Church, Mercer, PA on July 22 and ordained to the Sub-diaconate
on July 23.
SUB-DEACON EDMUND MUCHA of St. John the Compassionate Mission, Toronto, Canada, ordained to the Diaconate at Camp Nazareth
in SS Cyril and Methodios Church, Mercer, PA on July 23.
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Golden Jubilee Banquet

A

celebratory banquet followed in
the “Wedding in Cana of
Galilee” theme in the richly decorated
Church Auditorium. The good ladies
and men of the congregation prepared a meal, made cookies (enough
for an army) and baked a 50th Anniversary Cake. Photographic memories of Fr. Paul and Pani Eleanor’s 50
years of marriage and his priestly life
were on display. Reader Andrew Talarovich welcomed Fr. Paul and introduced the Toastmaster Deacon
Artemius Stienstra. Fr. Paul took us
on a journey down “memory lane,”
speaking of his early years in the
Church and his call to the priesthood.
Also in attendance at the banquet
were many of the priests of the Pittsburgh Deanery and their families.
The Main Address was delivered by
Metropolitan Nicholas.

Biographical Sketch

F

r. Paul was born in Lansford,
Pennsylvania and served in the
United States Air Force as a crew
member on a B-36 Bomber. Upon
discharge from the army he began his
studies at Christ the Saviour Semi-Polanichka 50th, cont’d from page 1

Kaela and Cameron MacNeil and
Jason and Brianna Dick, grandchildren of the jubilarians presented
roses. A toast was offered by Attorney
Michael Ristvey, who also offered
brief remarks later in the program. Father Ronald A. Hazuda, brother-inlaw of the jubilarian, served as
toastmaster for the festivities. Remarks were also given by Father Kenneth Bachofsky in behalf of the
Youngstown Deanery clergy and
faithful and the Polanichka children:
Valerie Dick, Justine MacNeil and
Michael D. Polanichka. Father
Miloro delivered the main address.
Parish organizations presented gifts
and His Eminence made concluding
remarks. Father Polanichka brought
the program to a close with his re-
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Metropolitan Nicholas presenting roses to Pani Eleanor Herbert

nary in Johnstown. After his marriage
to the former Eleanor Jean Blaschak,
he was ordained to the Holy Priesthood by the late Metropolitan Orestes
of thrice-blessed memory. In his 5
decades of priestly service in the Holy
Orthodox Church, Father Paul faithfully served numerous Diocesan
parishes—including St. Nicholas in
Homestead, where he was pastor
from 1985 to 2004. They have two

daughters, Ruth Ann and Claudia
Jean, married to Ernest J. Pido, and
three lovely grandchildren E.J.,
Kaitlin Jean and Jacob Paul Pido. Fr.
Paul and Pani Eleanor currently reside
in Mount Vernon, Ohio. In retirement, he now provides assistance to
Fr. Kevin Greenwood at the new
Holy Cross Mission Church in
Columbus, Ohio.
(Photos: Stephen Fucsko Jr.)

sponse and personal reflections.

Martin transferred Father Michael to
St. John’s Church in Sharon, Pennsylvania, where he has served for 38
years. During that time, the Educational Center mortgage was burned,
a cemetery chapel constructed and
the church and rectory receiving
major renovations, including the installation of an icon screen in the
church. In 1975, Father Polanichka
was appointed the Chairman of the
Diocesan Building Commission, and
subsequently Camp Nazareth was
constructed in 1976 under his watchful eye. Father Hazuda pointed out in
his remarks that during the building
of Camp Nazareth, Father Michael
carried work clothes and muddied
boots in the trunk of his car, and wore
out several cars traveling the back
roads between Sharon and Mercer
during this time! He also chaired the
construction of a new Diocesan
Chancery Building in 1999. In 1979,
Father was elevated to the rank of
Protopresbyter by Bishop John. Afterwards, Metropolitan Nicholas appointed him to the Diocesan
Consistory and Board of Trustees, as
well as Financial Secretary for the
Priests’ Pension Plan. Father
Polanichka remains active in the
Sharon community. For 20 years, he
served as President of the Orthodox
Clergy Association. He is Past President of the Christian Associates and
the Sharon Ministerium. He continues to serve on the Executive Committee of the Community Food
Warehouse, a non-profit organization
that provides low-cost food to agencies that feed the poor.
(Photos: Stephen Fucsko Jr.)

Biographical Sketch

F

ather Polanichka is a graduate of
Christ the Saviour Seminary.
After his ordination, his first Liturgy
was celebrated in his home parish of
St. Nicholas in Scranton, Pennsylvania. His first pastoral assignment was
St. Mary’s in Bayonne, New Jersey,
where he served for nearly eight years.
During that time, an extensive renovation program was completed in the
church and rectory. In March, 1968,
Father Michael was transferred to St.
John’s Church in Rahway, New Jersey.
During the next four years, a building
program was initiated and the construction of a new church begun. In
1972, His Excellency Bishop John R.

Grandchildren Brianna and Jason Dick present roses to Fr. Michael and Pani Eleanor.

these children are learning. Every
day, there is a presentation on people that are referred to as “famous
free thinkers.” It turns out that these
individuals talked about all people
who professed to have no religious
beliefs and who constantly questioned and criticized the beliefs of
others. Although the Camp Director insists there are no anti-religious
messages preached (do atheists really
preach?) at Camp Quest, the skits
put on by the campers generally are
designed to make fun of and
ridicule Christianity. Counselors
have frequent “rap sessions” with
the children, pointing out to them
all the “silly” things that different religions make their followers do. Ever
so subtly, those running Camp
Quest are doing their best to make
sure that the young atheists attending their camp remain atheists when
they grow up.
This is the type of story that gets
our blood boiling—but it really
shouldn’t. On the contrary, it
should serve as a “wake-up call” for
us, causing us to open our eyes and
realize how important a place like
Camp Nazareth is, and how vital it
is for us to support its ministry,
which is designed to teach our children what it is to be Orthodox
Christians. The Staff at Camp
Nazareth has a unique opportunity
to impact and influence them in a
positive spiritual way. As our youngsters grow older, they will certainly
encounter many people like the
children at Camp Quest. They will
need to know how to defend their
Faith and answer any questions
doubters may pose to them. They
need to have developed a love for
their Faith that can withstand any
abuse that might come their way because of what they believe. In this
generation, and in generations to
come, I guarantee that our Faith
will face more questions and more
ridicule than most of us were growing up.
We pray that our Diocesan children
will have a wonderful time at Camp
Nazareth. We hope they will enjoy
the great outdoors and all the activities that are provided for them at
our magnificent facility. But most
importantly, we hope that they will
come back home realizing what a
great honor it is to be an Orthodox
Christian.
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor
The Church Messenger
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Thoughts on a Handful of Raspberries
T

oday I brought in a handful of raspberries
from our garden—just enough to put on my
breakfast cereal. They are not the first fruits of our
backyard plot. That was the rhubarb that comes up
faithfully every spring. Both rhubarb and raspberries are really undeserved gifts. We haven’t planted
anything besides a couple of tomato vines in our
garden for the last few years.
But now as I taste the tart, bright red raspberries, I
know I should say a prayer of thanksgiving. Yet another thought immediately suppresses any impulse
of gratitude. It is a mild sense of disgust.
I admit that I have bad feelings about the Japanese
beetles that have wiped out much of the raspberry
harvest. For several summers now, they have infested our subdivision and devoured whatever they
found tasty. As I eat my breakfast, I am aware that
the beetles are also munching away on my raspberry bushes. Those pesky bugs are part of the reason why we no longer bother to plant a garden.
This year my neighbor and I decided to quit spraying them, powdering them, or trying to catch
them. For one thing, we worry about what chemicals are doing to the environment. For another,
nothing seems to work. So for now there is a rough
kind of ecological balance between the vegetation
in the yard and the beetles. I have gotten a few
handfuls of raspberries. And I have also gotten a
nagging case of ingratitude.
This is the first in a series of columns that members of the new Stewardship Commission will offer
in the Messenger. At the June Sobor, the Stewardship Commission launched a three-year plan for
strengthening the stewardship of our Diocese and
its parishes. The commission reported that it is
starting with stewardship education. This year the
commission will engage all levels of the Diocese and
as many of its leaders and members as possible in
reconsidering our views of stewardship. The title of
the first resource that was distributed at the Sobor
summarizes our theme: “Stewardship as a Way of
Life.”
The Diocesan mission statement defines stewardship as “a Christ-centered lifestyle, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and responsibility
before God.” In keeping with this statement, our
conversation about stewardship revolves around a
fundamental question--how can we live in a godly
way as Orthodox Christians? Or, as St. Peter puts
it “what manner of persons ought you to be in holy
conduct and godliness?” (2 Peter 3:11).
We don’t have to be reminded that we face difficult
challenges to our present way of life. The oil spill in
the Gulf is the latest sign that the American lifestyle
of unrestrained and ever-expanding consumption
is not sustainable. The unsettling social conditions
ahead of us will affect our lives, our parishes, and
our Diocese more than we can now imagine. How
can we respond faithfully as Orthodox Christians
whose hope is the Kingdom of God? How can we
be good stewards by the way we live our lives in our
time and place?
Let’s put this question in terms of those raspberries
from my garden. I picked this fruit though I did
nothing to earn it. What was I to do with it—this
handful of bright red berries given by the hand of
God?
The Apostle Paul writes about how we are to live
wisely in days that are evil (Eph. 5:15). How? We
are to be filled with the Spirit and to praise God,
“giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph-

esians 5:20). The book of Colossians echoes this
same thought. We live in Christ as those who are
rooted, built up, and established in the faith,
“abounding in it with thanksgiving” (Col. 3:6).
Note that the verb for “give thanks” has the same
stem as the word “Eucharist,” the word that refers
to the Holy Communion of the Divine Liturgy.
The use of this word has deep meaning for us in
the Orthodox Church. The Eucharist of the Divine
Liturgy is the vital center of our life in Christ. It is
also the model of our Orthodox lifestyle. In For the
Life of the World, the Protoprebyter Alexander
Schmemann of blessed memory suggested that all
of life is meant to be “eucharistic.” That is, all of
life should be a liturgy of thanksgiving. He stated,
“We know that the real life is ‘eucharist,’ a movement of love and adoration toward God…”

(Schmemann 34). In the offering of thanksgiving,
the purpose of everything in creation is “revealed
and fulfilled” (Schmemann 34) And as we offer this
thanksgiving to God, our purpose in life is also fulfilled (Schmemann 34).
To summarize, Fr. Schememann proposed that
God created human beings to be His priests who
continually offer up the sacrifices of praise to Him.
But as he explained, humankind lost this life of “eucharistic” thanksgiving through sin. But now the
“eucharistic” life has been restored to the human
race (Schmemann 34).
The Lord Jesus Christ is the “perfect Eucharist”
who offered Himself completely to God (Schememann 35). And, in Christ, the Eucharist of God,
His Church offers “Thine own of Thy own… in
behalf of all and for all” (Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom). In this Eucharistic Liturgy, we offer
bread from our fields and wine from our gardens
to be changed into the Body and Blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Yet as we do so, we are offering ourselves, our work, and our lives, returning to God
what He has so graciously given us.

Therefore, our Eucharist does not stop at the end of
the Divine Liturgy. The Eucharist is the core and
sets the example of our whole Orthodox way of life.
St. Paul summarizes the heart of this Orthodox
lifestyle: “I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God which is your
reasonable service [worship]” (Romans 12:1)
Why does God the Creator give us his blessings?
The Apostle Paul lists the things that God has given
those He has adopted as His sons “according to the
riches of His grace” (Eph. 1:7-113). The Apostle
repeats that He gives all these incredible blessings
“for the praise of His glory” (Eph. 1:6, 12, 14.). In
the same vein, St. Paul says that the Lord bestows
His gifts in abundance that we might have enough
“for every good work” (2 Cor. 9:8). Especially, He
gives us more than what we need so that we might
share with those in need (2 Cor. 8:13). The result,
according to St. Paul, is “many thanksgivings to
God” (2 Cor. 9:12).
Now what about those raspberries? It would seem
that they are so insignificant that they hardly matter. But how we treat these mundane things shapes
our way of life. And our way of life is our stewardship. In such things as a handful of raspberries,
the Lord gives us an opportunity to fulfill our “eucharistic” vocation of giving thanks to God.
We can receive the blessings of God in rhubarb and
raspberries with a grateful and contented heart.
And we can use them wisely and well to offer the
sacrifice of praise to God. Perhaps we can even
share some with our neighbors to multiply the
thanks to God.
Or we can allow the Japanese beetles of this world
to distract us from our calling. When such frustrations add up, we can become anxious about all our
troubles. On the other hand, if we get control of
the infestation and suddenly reap a rich harvest, we
can become self-satisfied like the man who built
bigger barns to store his crop in the Parable of the
Rich Fool. (Luke 12:16-21).
The choice is ours to make day by day. But the first
option is far superior to the other. It is humble
thanksgiving that banishes anxiety from our hearts.
It is trusting gratitude that cleanses selfishness from
our souls. When every thought is a prayer of praise,
we are no longer subject to the vanity of pride.
But how can we be thankful when the beetles are in
our yard and the oil is spilling in our ocean? St.
Paul said, “Pray without ceasing.” He added, “…in
everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thess. 5:15). Even so a
grateful heart finds reason to glorify God even
when uninvited bugs are in its garden.
With these thoughts in mind, I humbly lift up in
thanksgiving to God the raspberries, the rhubarb,
and the beetles that come from His gracious hand.
Moreover, I am grateful to His Eminence, our Metropolitan Nicholas, for establishing our Diocesanwide conversation on stewardship. I pray for the
wisdom of the Holy Spirit that we might make of
unceasing gratitude to God a way of life that is worthy of the name “stewardship.” And I pray for the
grace of the Holy Spirit that by our efforts to revitalize our stewardship thanksgiving might abound
to the glory of God.
Father Basil Aden
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Meet Jason Maybach:
Orthodox Christian and Eagle Scout

A

t the Pvt. Leonard Post Jr. VFW Post
6251 in Cheektowaga, New York,
there is a monument honoring the
Gold Star Mothers (mothers who have lost
their sons or daughters in war). The monument is thought to be the only one of its kind
in Western New York. The national monument for the Gold Star Mothers exists only in
Washington DC. The monument at Post
6251 in Cheektowaga is the result of the hard
work and dedication of Jason Maybach.
Jason, 15, a member of St. Mary’s Orthodox
Church in Cheektowaga, initiated the project
when he was 14. It earned him the rank of
Eagle Scout.
Scouting has been a large part of Jason’s life
since he was a young boy. He has learned a
lot from being a scout. “I would not have
learned any of what I know, from the basic
outdoor skills all Scouts (everyone) should
know to the leadership skills obtained from
doing my Eagle Project, if it was not for
Scouting. From being in Scouting, I have also
learned how to work cohesively with others to
get jobs done, ranging from the smallest one
such as cleaning the breakfast dishes to larger
ones such as setting up huge gateways for the
entrance of our campsites.”
For Jason, as well as for many Orthodox
Christian scouts, their faith and their scouting often go hand in hand. As part of the
P.R.A.Y. program, Jason earned his religious
knot as well as medals through the Church.
Jason earned all three religious medals offered
to Orthodox youth through the P.R.A.Y. pro-cont’d on page 4
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“Blessed are the Poor in Spirit…”
by Cody Bilcheck

D

Brothers in Christ

A

t the end of June, I was able to attend the annual Diocesan Altar Boy
Retreat held at Christ the Savior Seminary in Johnstown. There were
nearly 90 altar servers from all over the Diocese in attendance and it
truly was a memorable retreat. I would like to congratulate “Retreat Master”
Fr. David Cochran for putting together another outstanding retreat that our
Diocesan altar boys will remember for quite some time.
As I watched the altar boys at this year’s retreat, it was great to see them enjoy
each other’s friendship and fellowship. Some of the older boys, despite being
from all different parts of the country, have formed lasting friendships by attending this retreat year after year. The younger altar boys are just beginning
to form those friendships. They may have different interests and backgrounds,
but they all share a common faith and a common brotherhood—the brotherhood of serving at the altar!
This year, I was assigned to stay at the seminary itself. That brought back
many memories for me of attending altar boy retreats when I was a boy, over
twenty years ago. It also reminded me of the friendships I made, many of
which are still as strong today as they were then.
The great thing about these types of friendships, is that you never know where
they will take you. One of those friends that I met for the first time at an altar
boy retreat was Fr. Michael Chendorain. We also attended Camp Nazareth together for many years, and worked together on the Camp staff after that. We
both decided to enter seminary the same year, and today, we serve as brother
priests and are even in the same New Jersey Deanery!
Fr. Michael and I see a lot of our journey as friends and altar servers in the altar
boys that attend the retreat today. It is our prayer that some day, many of
these young men will be blessed to experience the joy of seeing their brotherhood grow from that of serving at the altar as an altar boy, to serving the Diocese as brother priests.
Let us all remember to encourage the altar boys in our churches, not just to
attend the altar boy retreats, but to consider seminary and the priesthood in
their futures. You never know how your kind words of encouragement may
impact a potential vocation for Christ and His Church.

Fr. Matthew Moriak and Fr. Michael Chendorain when they were seminarians and Camp Nazareth staff members in the summer of 2001.

uring this past spring break (April 9 – April 17th, 2010), I traveled to
Duran, Ecuador with my high school, Fairfield College Preparatory
School, in Fairfield, Connecticut. Six students, in their junior year of high
school, along with two faculty members, had a unique opportunity to complete a global mission service project as volunteers and retreat participants,
guided by an organization called “Rostro De Christo” or “The Face of Christ”.
Riding on the bus on the way to the airport, I was eagerly anticipating our arrival in Ecuador. I have never traveled outside the United States, or been to a
destination so far away from home. What would life be like in Ecuador?
Would I be able to speak the language? How would I be able to help the people of Ecuador? These are some of the many questions that raced through my
mind.
We departed from JFK airport in New York, transferred planes in Miami,
Florida and then flew to our destination, Guayaquil, the largest city in
Ecuador. We arrived around 11:30pm when Rostro De Christo volunteers
picked us up and drove us to the retreat house located in Duran, Ecuador. As
we arrived in Ecuador, it was raining harder than I’ve ever seen. The hot,
humid weather reminded me of an August summer back home. The roads
were all dirt covered, without speed limits, traffic lights, or street lights, and
it appeared that there were no rules to driving at all. I was entering one of the
poorest urban areas of Ecuador, with limited electricity, sanitation, and clean
drinking water. For many, there are not enough jobs in Ecuador and people
lack employment and the basic necessities for living.
For the next eight days, we lived in
simple accommodations in the Retreat
House. We stayed in bunk beds and
we were responsible for cleaning,
cooking our own meals, and shopping
for food at the local market. Every
morning, a few members of our group
took turns buying homemade breads,
vegetables, and fruits to be prepared
for our meals. A typical meal was
bread, water, vegetables, or rice, beans,
plantains, and some type of exotic
fruit. Everything was so fresh and delicious!
We spent our days meeting people in
their houses in the surrounding neighborhoods. Most houses were simply
built, consisting of a small room, cement or bare floors, and walls built of
brick or sugar cane. There were no
luxuries--not even running water. The
neighbors were eager to talk with us and tell us about their lives. Almost all
of the neighbors spoke Spanish, giving us an opportunity to learn more about
their language and culture. We listened to people talk about their families,
their fears and concerns, as well as the many things they are thankful for. Despite their poverty, and difficult living conditions, most everyone is smiling
and will greet you warmly and treat you as a special guest.
We also had the opportunity to visit the Damien House, a hospital for
Hansen’s disease, also known as “Leprosy”. We went on a tour of the facility
and met many of the patients. Also, we learned about Hansen’s disease and
how it is looked down upon in society because of biblical references to the
lepers, or outcasts, being undesirable in society. We learned that many of those
diagnosed with Hansen’s disease had to leave their friends and families because
of the fear and prejudice associated with the disease. But truly, God has blessed
these people. Many have physical deformities of their hands and feet, amputations, blindness and struggle on a daily basis with their disease. Yet, they create beautiful artwork and craftsmanship including paintings, colorful
hammocks, jewelry, and rope bracelets.
In the afternoons, we helped with an after school program for the local children from ages 4-14 years. Usually we helped the younger children with drawing and playing games and the older children with their homework. A soccer
game followed in late afternoon, sometimes lasting three or four hours! We
learned soccer is a popular sport in Ecuador and they are very skilled at this
game.
After every evening meal, the group gathered for prayer and reflection. We
discussed the living conditions in Duran, how important family is to Ecuadorians, and what it was like to live simply, and spend time by serving others
and building relationships with them. We attended a small church nearby and
-cont’d on page 3
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The Great Entrance
(no special effects necessary)

W

hen we go to the movies,
especially in today’s computer graphic and digital
age, we expect to see things that make
our jaws drop and leave us unable to
say anything expect, “wow.” With the
advancements in special effects and
computer generated imagery, the possibilities are practically limitless as to
what they can put on a movie screen.
The reality though, is that special effects are nothing new to the world of
the movies, the technology has just
gotten better. In the early days, camera angles and lighting could make
someone appear larger or more ominous than he actually was. Whether
it’s the camera angle of yesterday, or
the computer generated monster or
alien of today, what you are seeing on
that screen is at the very least, a trick.
At the end of the day, all those things
that make you say “wow” aren’t even

real.
Which brings us back to the Divine
Liturgy. During the Great Entrance,
the priest, led by lit candles, makes a
procession carrying the bread and
wine that will become the body and
blood of Christ. At this point in the
Liturgy, they are still just bread and
wine. Bread made up of nothing
more than water, yeast and flour, and
wine with a little bit of water added
to it.
It won’t be long after this entrance
that those simple offerings of bread
and wine will become the Body and
Blood of Christ. There won’t be any
explosions, or slow motion effects.
There won’t be any camera tricks or
things floating in mid-air. The bread
and wine won’t even look as if they
have changed at all. But you will have
witnessed a miracle. It’s a miracle that
you have the chance to witness and

participate in each and every Divine
Liturgy.
People wait in line for hours to see the
midnight screenings of the newest
special effects blockbusters. You don’t
have to wait that long to witness a
miracle and to receive the precious
Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins and for life everlasting.
Just before the Great Entrance, we
sing about laying aside all earthly
cares. Our focus should be completely on Christ and what is happening in the Liturgy. When you see the
priest come through the Deacon’s
door carrying the bread and the wine,
remember that you’re about to witness a miracle!
(Kind of makes you want to say,
“wow” doesn’t it?)

Windows into Heaven-Transfiguration

T

he feast of the Transfiguration of Christ takes place
on August 6th (New Calendar) or August 19th (Old Calendar). We can read about this feast
in the Gospels of St. Matthew 17:113, St. Mark 9:2-13, and St. Luke
9:28-36.
Jesus took Peter, James and John to
the top of a high mountain—Mt.
Tabor. Once they were there, Jesus
was transfigured before them. This
means that they saw for the first
time beyond a shadow of a doubt
that Jesus was truly God. Scripture
tells us that “His face shone like the
sun” and “His clothes became as
white as the light” (Mt. 17:2). The
disciples saw Moses and Elijah talking with Jesus. A bright cloud appeared and out of the cloud, they
heard the voice of God the Father
saying, “This is My beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased. Hear
Him” (Mt. 17:5). Jesus revealed
Himself in this way so His disciples

Christ. When He was transfigured,
His clothes became a bright white,
and there was light all around Him.
We can see the light shining from
all sides of Christ.
To the left of Christ, we see the
Prophet Elijah and to the right of
Christ, we see Moses. Elijah represents the prophets, and Moses the
Old Testament Law. They can also
be seen to represent the living and
the dead. Elijah was carried into
heaven riding a fiery chariot, so he
never experienced a physical death.
At the bottom of the icon are Peter,
James and John. Scripture tells us
that when they saw Christ transfigured, they were afraid. This is repwould know when He suffered that
resented in the icon by their
He did so of His own free will. At
seeming to fall away from Christ.
the time, Peter, James and John
They are also trying to cover their
were afraid and hid their faces. It
faces. Peter, on the left, is at least
wasn’t until after the Resurrection,
looking upwards, indicating his dethat they understood everything
sire, as recorded in Scripture, to
they had seen.
build three booths for Jesus, Elijah
In the icon of the Transfiguration, and Moses.
our eyes are immediately drawn to

worshiped with the local community. Mostly, we prayed for the people of Ecuador and remarked how
hospitable and gracious they were,
even though they have very little.
We spent our last day in Ecuador in
the city of Guayaquil. We visited
the local sites, including an iguana
park, a cathedral, and a boardwalk
overlooking the city. We saw many
types of iguanas in all shapes, colors,
and sizes! The city was busy with activity, with street vendors, cars, traffic and many people walking about.
We climbed stairs up a hill leading
to a statue of Jesus and saw a spectacular view of the Rio Guayas and
the entire city!
At the end of the trip I realized how
fortunate I am to have food, shelter,
and clothing, an opportunity to go
to school, and have a computer! The
people of Duran are very poor and
have barely any possessions, yet they
are some of the happiest people on
earth. It reminded me of the Beatitudes during Divine Liturgy,
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” It
is their belief in God that is their
strength, and that God is at the center of their lives, throughout their
joys and struggles.
Participating in this trip was one of
the best experiences I’ve ever had
and one that I would like to do
again. I left Ecuador feeling fulfilled
and more appreciative and what I
have in my life. I had the chance to
meet many different people and listen to their life stories. I also got to
know my fellow classmates and
teachers and develop a closer relationship with them over the course
of the week.
I know I will not be able to solve all
the problems of Ecuador. Poverty
will remain and living conditions
may not improve all that much.
What I can share with the people of
Ecuador is a faith in God; that He is
a God for all Nations, and that He
loves all people. This trip allowed
me to grow in the knowledge of my
faith and broaden my Christian
world by serving the less fortunate
with compassion and humility.
What I can give to the people of
Ecuador is hope that we can make
the world a better, safer place,
through prayer and understanding.
I would like to thank all the people
including family, friends, my parish
priest, Very Rev. Fr. Peter Paproski,
and members of St. John The Baptist Orthodox Church, Stratford,
CT who made donations to Rosto
De Christo and prayed for my safety
and for our group traveling to
Ecuador. I hope that you will continue to pray for the people of
Ecuador and other parts of the
world where they are struggling or
suffering and in need of God’s help.
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-Eagle Scout, cont’d from page 5

gram. He earned the St. George award as a Cub Scout, the Chi Rho as a Webelo Scout and the Alpha Omega award as a Boy Scout.
When he only 8 years old, he had to do a service project involving the Church
and he chose to make prosfora, which is something he still does to this day!
Jason sees a lot of connections between his Orthodox faith and his scouting experience. “Both Scouting and the Orthodox faith have given me ‘codes of
any of our parishes have recently had their annual Graduate Sunconduct’ to live by, such as the Scout Oath and Law, the Ten Commandments,
day. On these days, we honor our high school and college graduNicene Creed, and the presence of the Holy Spirit. When followed, these
ates, and offer prayers as they move on to the next stage in their
things help me to make the right decisions and live justly.”

M

lives.
If you are a recent graduate, it is probably an exciting time for you, and maybe
even a little scary. If you graduated high school, you may very well be preparing to go off to college. If you graduated from college, perhaps you are planning to pursue a Master’s Degree, or perhaps you are sending out your resume
in the hopes of landing a job and starting a career.
Whatever the case may be, you are striving to be successful at whatever it is you
do. What does it mean to be successful though? If we look to society and the
world we live in, success is most often measured in things like wealth and possessions. Things like the cars we drive, the phones we have, and the clothes
we wear instantly become status symbols. People can see us, and without
knowing a thing about us, judge whether we are a “success” or not.
The question we should be asking ourselves is, “if I am wealthy and have a lot
‘stuff ’ does that make me a successful person?” The celebrity world is littered
with people who, according to the standards of society, are successful. But if
we look at them through the eyes of our Faith, are they really that successful?
Take a look at Tiger Woods. Tiger Woods is the richest athlete in the history
of sports. He is, by many people’s measure, the greatest golfer who ever lived.
He is a success. And yet, through his own actions, he has proved to not be so
successful at the things that really matter: being a husband and a father.
People who are successful in the world of the everyday family don’t make the
news. No one makes the front page of the paper for getting through college
while keeping their life in the Church a priority. But, shouldn’t these things
matter?
As you go on in your education, or as you head out into the world, be thankful for the blessings you have been given in your lives. Remember to keep
Christ and His Church an integral part of your life. When you arrive on campus, or buy your first apartment or house after you get a job, take the time to
find the Orthodox Church nearest you, and start attending right away. Our
faith and our attendance at Divine Liturgy and reception of Holy Communion provide us the strength we need to get through the tough times and fight
through temptation.
However you measure your level of success, don’t forget to include the following: be a successful son or daughter, brother or sister. Be a successful husband or wife, father or mother. Be a successful friend. Be a successful
Orthodox Christian.
To the graduating class of 2010: May God grant you many happy and blessed
years!

2010 Youth Pilgrimage:
Lights, Camera, Action!
Did you ever want to be a movie star? Now is your chance (sort of ). At
the annual Diocesan youth pilgrimage to be held at Camp Nazareth Friday, August 20-Sunday, August 22nd, you will have the opportunity to
do something really unique and creative with your talents that will benefit youth throughout the Diocese, the country and maybe even the
world!
We will be writing and recording short videos for our Diocesan website.
This will allow you to share your thoughts with other young people
about your faith. There will be plenty of ways to get involved: writing,
singing, acting, directing, filming, editing or creating. These videos will
be whatever you make them to be!
If you plan on attending, and have any sort of video or audio recording
equipment, bring it along. Above all else, bring your imagination, your
ideas and your enthusiasm!
For more information and for registration forms, go to the following
link:
http://www.acrod.org/news/events/youth2010?googlelink=http://www.google.com/calendar/event?eid=cG5jMmIxc2lsbXVxZnJobGxxZGQ3dHJvcTAgaW5mb3RlY2hAYWNyb2Qub3Jn

A Month of
Blessings

D

uring the month of August, the last two major feasts of the Church
year are celebrated (the Church year, just like the school year, begins
in September).
We celebrate the Feast of the Transfiguration of Christ on August 6th (New
Calendar) or August 19th (Old Calendar). We celebrate the Feast of the Dormition (or “falling asleep”) of the Theotokos on August 15th (New Calendar)
or August 28th (Old Calendar). During both of these feasts, the priest blesses
special things. On Transfiguration, it is fruit, and on Dormition, it is flowers.
Why do bless these things on these feasts?

Blessing Fruit on Transfiguration

O

n Transfiguration, we
bring the first fruits of
the harvest to the
Church to be blessed. We are
grateful to God who made that
fruit possible. The fruit blessed on
that day is symbolic of the Transfigured Christ Himself! A seed is
cast into the ground and through
the miraculous process of nature
it becomes a tree and bears fruit
having the same seed. The cycle of the seed to fruit begins again. Christ chose
to appear in His transfigured Glory to three of His disciples, saying to them,
“This is the fruit of My Ministry in this world, though I will be cast into the
ground as dead, I shall rise again on the third day in the very Glory that you
see briefly on this day.” It is God that transfigured a seed in the soil to a fruitbearing tree, and so He will, we pray, transfigure us one day. Grapes are most
commonly blessed on this feast, but go to the store with your parents and pick
out some of your favorite fruits so they can be blessed and of course, enjoy the
blessed fruits in the days that follow!

Flowers on Dormition

A

ccording to the tradition of
the Church, St. Thomas
was not present when the
Theotokos fell asleep. He asked
that her tomb be opened so he
could see her again. When they
opened the tomb, they saw that it
was empty but they could smell a
sweet fragrance filling the entire
tomb. It is for this reason that we
bless flowers and sometimes sweet
smelling herbs to remind us of this
fragrance.

A NOTE FOR PARENTS:

W

hen school is in session, and with work obligations, it is often difficult to get our families to church for many of the major feast
days. These two late summer feasts give us a great opportunity
for our children to learn the importance of keeping ALL of the feasts of the
Church. Regardless of what calendar your church is on, when you are planning your summer vacations, try to plan around these feasts so your families
can take part in them. Going to the store to buy fruit to be blessed, or allowing your children to help pick beautiful flowers for the church are great ways
to really bring these feasts alive!
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Annual Altar Boy Retreat Held in
Johnstown
JOHNSTOWN, PA--The 2010 Annual Diocesan Altar Boy Retreat took
place from Sunday, June 27- Wednesday, June 30 at Christ the Saviour Cathedral and Seminary in Johnstown, PA. Christian youth retreats are said to be
some of the most significant events in a child’s life. When children are taken
out of their typical environment and put into a different one, the atmosphere
is conducive to reflection, decision-making, and significant personal growth.
This year the altar boy retreat was no exception. This year we had over 80 boys
participating from all over our Diocese. This year’s Retreat Master, Fr. David
Cochran , put together a fantastic group of leaders as follows: Fr. Luke Mihaly,
Fr. Andrew Fetchina, Fr. Peter Zarynow, Fr. PeterPaproski, Fr. Miles Zdinak ,
Fr. R Michael Zak, Fr. Michael Macura, Fr. Matthew Moriak, Fr. John Fedornock, Fr. James Dutko, Fr. Michael Chendorain and Fr. Deacon John Anderson.
The altar boys arrived at 6 pm on Sunday and were assigned to their sleeping
quarters. The boys were grouped with others their own age, with the hope The altar boys marched in procession from the Seminary to the Cathedral
that the age appropriate format would provide a better learning and teaching prior to Liturgy.
experience, especially for our younger altar servers.
The first full day of the Altar Boy Retreat was filled with many activities and
opportunities for spiritual growth and enrichment. The boys viewed video
presentations on the life and spiritual struggles of Joseph. There were 4 main
talks with a video presentation on 4 different aspects of the life of Joseph.
(Abandoned, trapped, tested and promoted)
From the videos and presentations on Joseph, the boys learned how to navigate victoriously through a world that is sometimes hostile and unfair. Joseph
is the antithesis of the “victim mentality”--because life or others have treated
him cruelly and unfairly. He was justified in seeking vengeance, nursing selfpity, living selfishly and expecting others to compensate him. If ever there was
a true victim, it was Joseph! Who has ever met anyone who has been treated
more unfairly than Joseph? Yet he was so different because his response is so
different. He models for us what it looks like to trust God’s loving power.
After each presentation and short talk conducted by the presenters, the altar
boys broke into groups and had clergy rap sessions. It was the hope of the staff
that this age appropriate format would provide a better learning and teaching
experience, especially for our younger altar servers. The boys received instruction in Plain Chant Singing, travelled to Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Windber, PA to enjoy the parish’s recreational facilities and the nearby town park,
and also took part in a scavenger hunt. The boys participated in many activities such as softball, basketball, swimming and more. This year the older boys
challenged the clergy to a basketball game and were sent packing by our clergy
team! A cookout dinner at the Windber Church Pavilion was provided by the
cooks of SS. Peter & Paul Church who did a great job! To close out the first
day, the boys sang a Moleben to St. Nectarios and participated in the Holy
Mystery of Repentance.

Father John Fedornock holds a rap session with the altar boys.

The highlight of the second full day of the retreat was the celebration of Divine Liturgy where Fr. David Cochran was the main celebrant. Following
Liturgy, additional discussions on the retreat theme took place prior to leaving for Idlewild Amusement Park in Latrobe, PA. The day concluded with an
ice cream social at Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Windber.
Wednesday marked the conclusion of the 2010 Altar Boy retreat. Highlights
included breakfast with His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas, who enjoyed The altar boys began with Morning Prayers on the Seminary and cathedral
spending time with the children. After breakfast there was a final presentation grounds with the members of their group.
on the Life of Joseph and a visit to the Seminary Bookstore prior to departure.
During their stay in Johnstown, the young men gained much. They learned
life lessons, grew stronger in their faith and had fun at the same time. The
participating priests were pleased by the favorable comments they heard about
the retreat on their long car rides home. In all it is truly a blessing from
Almighty God that the retreat was a huge success and that clergy and altarboys alike enjoyed their time together and can’t wait for next year!

CZ Orthodox Crosses
in a sterling silver setting
designed by JOANNE
The sparkle from this cross is the light to heaven.
$90.00 each
To place orders, call Joanne at (607) 729-4192 or email to
JM09225@ hotmail.com

Metropolitan Nicholas enjoys a lighter moment with this altar boy admiring
his face painting from the amusement park trip.
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LATROBE,PA--St. Stephen’s Parish, Latrobe, recently honored their high
school graduates with presentations of the students patronal icons. Pictured are
Mary Jo Jakubek, Taylor Ann Benson, Very Rev. Fr. Nicholas Ferencz, Rebecca
Baker, co-teacher of the high school church school class, and Bernie Benson.

HOMESTEAD, PA--Pictured are the members of the 2010 First Confession
Class of St. Nicholas Church in Homestead, PA. They include: Jaylan Lacko,
Julia Patsen, Rachael Hubert, Ashley Moreland, Jennah Daw and Alex Daw.
Also shown are Paul Halepin, Fr. Deacon Art Steinstra, Nicholas Rajakovic,
Charles Halepin, Stephen Patsen, Very Rev. Fr. Robert Buczak, Protopresbyter
JENNERS, PA--The youth and young adults of St. Mary’s brought icons of
Kenneth Bachofsky, Alex Rajakovic, John Steinstra, Noah Thorn, Sub-deacon
their patron Saints to be sanctified for home use. Pictured (from left to right)
Andrew Halepin, and Teacher, Andrea Urban.
with their icons are Larissa Mihalko (Holy Martyr Laryssa), Wendy Mihalko,
accepting for daughter Chelsea (Holy Martyr Kalissa), Fr. Elijah Bremer, St.
Mary’s Pastor, Jonah Bremer (St. Jonah of Manchuria), & Daniel Mihalko
(Holy Prophet Daniel).

PITTSBURGH, PA--Frank Martellotti, an Altar Boy at St. John the Baptist
Church, Pittsburgh, distinguished himself by achieving Second Place in the
PIAA (PA)State Finals Wrestling Championships in the 130 - pound class.
Frank is a senior at Shadyside Academy. He is seen with his Pastor, Very Rev. HAWK RUN, PA--Receiving First Holy Confession at Saint John the Baptist
John S. Brancho.
Church in Hawk Run, PA were Caleb John Williams and Lauren Alexis
Hugney. They are pictured are their pastor, Father Peter Benyo and ProtoDeacon Emil Gulick

POTOMAC, MD--Christine Fallon was recognized as the “Outstanding Volunteer of the Year” for 2010 at Holy Resurrection Church in Potomac, MD.
She was also honored, along with her husband Michael, for their many years
as Jr. ACRY advisers to the parish chapter. They are shown with their parish
priest, Fr. Peter Zarynow.

WALDORF, MD--Making their First Confession at St. Thomas the Apostle
Mission in Waldorf, MD were Wyatt Sticht and Caleb Karbowsky. They are
shown with their parents, Kimberly and Jason Sticht, and Bernadette and
Brad Karbowsky, and their Pastor, Father Joseph Edgington.
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POTOMAC, MD--Recently celebrating his 80th birthday is John Hudack of
Holy Resurrection Church in Potomac. He is shown with his Priest, Fr. Peter
Zarynow.
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AMBRIDGE, PA--The 55th Anniversary of Ordination of Very Rev. Protopresbyter John P. Gido was held at St. John’s Church in Ambridge, PA. Fr.
John was ordained on October 3, 1954 and was the first ordination in Christ
the Saviour Cathedral by Metropolitan Orestes. Fr. John served 6 years at St.
Johns Church in Hawk Run, PA and 44 years at St. John’s Church in Ambridge, PA. Shown in the picture is Very Rev. Protopresbyter John P. Gido,
Pastor Emeritus; Very Rev. Robert Prepelka, Pastor; John A. Gido, acolyte and
Nicholas Tusick, acolyte.

AMBRIDGE, PA--St. John’s Orthodox Church in Ambridge, PA had their
First Holy Confession for 2010. Pictured is: Protodeacon John Youhas; Very
Rev. Protopresbyter John P. Gido, Pastor Emeritus and grandfather, Very Rev.
Robert, Prepelka, pastor, Sarah R. Gido, First Holy Confession participant,
and Darla Klesser, Instructor of Class.

DANBURY, CT--Holy Trinity Orthodox Church in Danbury, CT had two
children make in their First Holy Confession on Sunday, July 4. Pictured are
AJ Villa and his cousin, Jacob Villa along with Protopresbyter Luke MiIhaly,
pastor of Holy Trinity.
HAWK RUN, PA--Two new High School graduates of Saint John the Baptist
Church in Hawk Run, PA are altar servers Zachary Czap and Nicholas Gurol.
Both of these young men have been serving faithfully at the altar for many
years. They were also both honor roll students upon their graduation. Nicholas
will be attending Bucknell University in the fall and Zachary will be attending Lycoming College.

CENTRAL CITY, PA--Alan & Betty Lou Klonisky of Saints Peter and Paul
Church in Central City, PA, recently celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary. They are shown with Protodeacon Oleg Aminov.

PERTH AMBOY, NJ--Members of the First Confession Class at St. John the
Baptist Church in Perth Amboy include: Brian Yanoso and Jonathan Kantar.
They are shown with altar boys Kevin Petersen and Zachary Mucisko, and
their pastor, Protopresbyter Michael Rosco.
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“A Gift from God” Provides Hope for
Haitians Six Months after Quake

July 25, 2010

DEEPEST SYMPATHIES ARE EXPRESSED
TO:
PERIODICAL

Fr. Frederick Watson on the
falling asleep of his mother,
+MARY VIRGINIA WATSON
&
Pani Bonnie Sherry on the
falling asleep of her mother,
+PAULINE KOPCHAK

Eternal Memory!

Marie makes a four hour round trip journey every day to get her daughter, Lovely, to Foyer d’Amour, one
of only five schools in Haiti for the developmentally disabled. IOCC is providing Foyer d’Amour, and two
other schools operated by the Orthodox Church in Haiti, with essential support to be able to continue to
serve the needs of Haitian children – many who still live in temporary shelters after their homes were destroyed in the earthquake. (photo: Mark Gruin/IOCC)

PORT-AU-PRINCE, HAITI — Marie and her daughter, Lovely, make a 4hour, round trip journey each day from their home in the Delmas 10 area of
Port-au-Prince to reach Foyer d’Amour (“House of Love”), a school for the
developmentally disabled operated by the Orthodox Church that Marie calls,
“a gift from God.” It is one of only five such schools in a country of 10 million, and International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) is equipping it
with everything it needs – from teacher’s salaries to basic school supplies – to
stay open.
As Haitians pass the six-month mark since the earthquake that devastated their
country, such support is crucial for children, allowing them to continue their
education and regain some normalcy.
On January 12, when the earthquake struck, Foyer d’Amour’s teachers and
parents streamed in all night to check on the school. “So many schools had
been destroyed, but Foyer d’Amour was special,” says Roseline, a teacher who
has been with the school for 10 years. “Here we not only teach students skills
they need to survive in society, but we provide a safe place that they do not
have anywhere else.”
The school was severely damaged by the quake, so teachers built a temporary
facility across the street. One hundred of the school’s 150 students returned
when the school reopened in April. The school completely waived the tuition
fees and is committed to accepting any student who can benefit from its curriculum.
“My home was destroyed in the earthquake and I live in a tent in my old
neighborhood, but Foyer d’Amour gives me motivation and hope,” says Rose,
a teacher who instructs students in sewing. Students learn other occupational
skills like cooking, and they can join a music band that plays for dignitaries and
special events.
“We were so afraid that the teachers would leave to find jobs to support their
families, and they are so important to the work we do here. We were even
afraid the school would have to close,” says Matushka Rose May Legouté, the
Director of Foyer d’Amour. “We do not know what we would have been able
to do without this support from IOCC.”
In addition to operating funds, IOCC is providing the school with equipment
for its temporary classrooms and installing proper sanitary facilities. Along
with Foyer d’Amour, IOCC is also helping two other schools operated by the
Orthodox Church in Haiti: Notre Dame des Petits, a school for 300 children
that was completely destroyed and is now operating in makeshift wood-andtarp shelters and St. John Chrysostom, located in a rural village whose population has doubled since the earthquake.
IOCC’s overall aid to Haiti recently topped $3 million and includes the delivery of medicines and hospital supplies, water purification and sanitation
equipment, wheelchairs and crutches, tents and shelter materials, hygiene kits,
fuel, food, blankets and mattresses.
Marie and Lovely continue to make their long journey every day, except now
Marie has been hired by Foyer d’Amour. She checks on students who miss
school or who need medical attention, and she started a support network for
parents. Perhaps she can devote energy to a new job and worry a little less
about Lovely, knowing that the school that has so helped her daughter will
stay open.

Vychodna Dolina of St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, NYC (10th Street)
is proud to announce the completion of their 2 new CDs
*Christos Raždajetsja - Christ is Born (Carpatho-Rusyn Christmas Carols)
*Sohlasno Zašpivajme - Let us Sing in Unison (Marian, Communion,
Lenten, and Easter hymns of the Carpatho-Rusyn people)
The cost of each CD is $15 plus $5 for shipping and handling (covers 2
CDs). Please make check payable to: St. Nicholas Church and send to:
Stephanie Salony
1008 Weatherburn Court
Flemington, NJ 08822
About the Group:
Vychodna Dolina is a group of Rusyn-born women from St. Nicholas Orthodox Church in New York City, who perform the folk songs and spiritual hymns sung by their parents and grandparents. The group has
expanded to include the American-born daughters of the original members. Founded in the late 1980s by Stephanie Salony, the members are
from the Rusyn villages of Jarabina, Kamienka, and Litmanova, in Slovakia. Dressed in traditional costumes, the group has appeared throughout
the Tri-State area, as well as in Slovakia, at ethnic, cultural, and religious
events. Their goal is to preserve the rich musical and spiritual heritage of
their ancestors, share the beautiful harmonies with new audiences, and
instill their cultural traditions in future generations.
It is with great pride that Vychodna Dolina brings to you the beautiful
hymns of the Carpatho-Rusyns. Many of these hymns are slowly disappearing, or are only being sung in English. Let us not forget them, and
let’s keep them alive in our hearts, in our lives, and in our churches.

National Sr. ACRY President “Official Call” to the
National Convention
To All Sr. ACRY Members,
It is that time once again when we must come together as an organization to
sit down and decide on our future. This letter is the “Official Call” to the
66th National ACRY Convention. As National President I ask that all chapters send delegates to represent their chapter during the business session. The
Convention will be held September 3-6, 2010, at the Four Points By Sheraton Pittsburgh North, Cranberry, PA. hosted by the St. John’s ACRY Chapter #42 North Side Pittsburgh.
Yours In Orthodoxy,
Nicholas Dzubak

