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Reconvened Council Focuses on
Missions and Stewardship
The plan also calls for the development of a simple
church complex that could be put into practice in
several phases. As part of his presentation, Father
Rosco called upon representatives of our newest
missions to address the Sobor. The delegates were
moved by the words of Dr. Christine Ross of St.
James Mission in Farmville, VA; Father James
Blomeley of St. Nicholas Mission in Murphy, NC;
Father Maximus Tatum of Holy Myrrhbearers Mission in Hampton Road, VA and Father Frederick
Watson of St. Elizabeth Mission in Woodstock, GA
who spoke of the fulfilling work of establishing Orthodox communities in these areas.

Stewardship

T

he day’s final presentation was made by Father
Frederick Watson, Chairman of the Diocesan
Stewardship Commission. He emphasized that the
Commission would initially concentrate on educating the faithful of the Diocese as to what stewMetropolitan Nicholas celebrates the Divine Liturgy at the beginning of the reconvened 21st Diocesan Council.
ardship really means. He stressed that it involved
JOHNSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA – Some 140 through the guidance of the Holy Spirit the Church much more than monetary contributions. Stewclergy and lay delegates gathered in Johnstown has always stood firm in teaching, preaching and ardship is a willing commitment of time, talent and
from June 13-15 to complete the work initiated at following the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
finances to Christ and His Church—not out of obthe XXI Diocesan Council/Sobor last July in South
ligation, but rather out of a true desire to do what
Bound Brook, New Jersey. The event began Sunis expected of all Orthodox Christians. The StewDDD
Presentation
day evening with “Vecerni Chai”—an evening tea
ardship Commission distributed a DVD to all delollowing brunch in the Ed Center, the Recon- egates that had been prepared to help promote
at the Christ the Saviour Educational Center. A
vened XXI Council/Sobor was called to order. stewardship in every parish of the Diocese. At the
wide variety of ethnic foods and desserts was provided for the enjoyment of the delegates and guests. After a role call of delegates by Father Miloro, a dis- conclusion of the afternoon session, delegates had
After the meal, those present were entertained by a cussion and power point presentation on the DDD the opportunity to tour Christ the Saviour Semiperformance by concert pianist Elena Ulyanova, a Program was led by Trustee Anthony Horbal. He
-cont’d on page 7
member of Christ the Saviour Cathedral parish. spoke of the wonderful things the donations to this
Her playing evoked several standing ovations from special fund have enabled the Diocese to accomthe appreciative crowd. The evening’s activities con- plish over the course of the past 36 years—particcluded with Evening Prayers in Christ the Saviour ularly at Camp Nazareth. To assist the Diocese in
implementing new goals and enhancing established
Cathedral.
apostolates, Mr. Horbal presented a multi-level giving approach (see article elsewhere in this issue) to
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy the DDD Program. Appreciation Dinners for all
onday morning began with the celebration donors would continue to be held on a Deanery
of a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy by His Em- level.
inence, Metropolitan Nicholas. He was assisted at
the altar by Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, DioceMissions and Evangelization
san Chancellor and Cathedral Dean and other
he delegates next heard from Protopresbyter
clergy of the Diocesan Consistory. The Liturgy was
Michael Rosco, Chairman of the Diocesan
broadcast live over our Diocesan website, enabling
faithful throughout the Diocese to join in prayer Missions and Evangelization Commission. He anfor the success of the Sobor. In his Archpastoral nounced a new Diocesan Parish Planting Program:
Homily, the Metropolitan asked the delegates to re- “Build it and they will Come.” The plan calls for a
member that since Apostolic times, councils have two year timeline a newly established mission will
been convened to deal with issues that affected the be asked to follow in order for the Diocese to prop- Metropolitan Nicholas officially opens the reconvened 21st Diocemembers of the Christian community, and that erly evaluate its potential growth and development. san Sobor.
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Winning by Losing
Seek first the His Kingdom and His you, do not be anxious about your life,
righteousness, and all these things shall what you shall eat or what you shall
be yours as well (Mat. 6:33).
drink, nor about you body, what you
ecently, the Washington Post shall put on. Is not life more than food,
published the guts of a pretty and the body more than clothing? Seek
good sermon. Really—they did! The first His Kingdom and His righteousarticle, written by Albert Scariato, be- ness, and all these things shall be yours
gins by quantifying what we all intu- as well.”

R

itively know by stating:

It’s a great promise, “all things shall be
“Anxiety is indeed a strong component yours,” so, how do we do it?
in the fabric of contemporary life. Evi- First, we’ve got to perceive in our
denced physically in pounding hearts, hearts that the Kingdom is real, and
sweating, intestinal upset, shortness of worth seeking.
breath, tremors and twitches, muscle To this end, we must remember all
tension, headaches, fatigue, and insom- that God has done for us--the fulfilled
nia, it is debilitating for some and lurk- prophecies of the Scriptures culmiing just beneath the surface in many. nating in the Birth, Life, Death, and
The American Institute of Stress and the Resurrection of our Great God and
Centers for Disease Control have both Savior Jesus Christ. We must rereported that up to 90 percent of all ill- member our Lord’s miracles and
nesses are due to stress.”
physical Resurrection, the outpouring

of the Holy Spirit, and how illiterate
men and women evangelized the entire Roman Empire. We must remember the supernatural lives of the
Saints, the miracles worked in our
own parish, and how our hearts
burned when we hear the Gospel
read, our sins were forgiven, and
“Success, financial and professional, when we receive the Mystical Supper.
We know, however, that initial enwas taken for granted by an increas- The Kingdom of God is real, and
thusiasm often wanes with the pasing percentage of the population. The we’re in it right now!
sage of time. We frequently find
more that people felt that they as in- Next, we must carefully examine our
ourselves in the same position as dividuals possessed greater and greater lives and renounce all attitudes and
Peter, James and John on Mt. Tabor power in their own lives and in those actions that war with our Lord’s clear
at our Lord’s Transfiguration when we of others, the need for an overarching teaching and example. For example,
come together for Diocesan events power (God, religion, spirituality) be- like many others, I’ve invested money
such as a Sobor. We become caught came increasingly superfluous. in the stock market, and a portion of
up in the excitement of the moment, Whereas in biblical times people that recently vanished when the curbut the shared feelings of faith, fel- erected and worshiped idols of wood, rency crisis broke in Europe. I was
lowship and camaraderie that over- stone, or metal, our society became hopping mad. It lingered. I felt
whelm us usually fade quickly when increasingly entranced by the idols of ripped off because the companies I’d
invested in didn’t suddenly go bad,
we “come down from the mountain” wealth, Wall Street, and careerism.”
and go back to our respective I hate to admit it, but ongoing eco- but investors began to panic and pull
parishes. As the summer of 2009 nomic meltdowns and terrorist at- their money out of the market.
turned into fall and fall into winter tacks made me realize that I too was This is a surprise?
and winter into spring, I suspect that anxious. My family and parishioners My brother the hedge fund manger
more than one delegate wondered live and work in an urban area that tells me that approximately 70 perwas attacked, and probably will be
aloud about the necessity of reconcent of stock price movement deagain. Like you, we walk past empty
vening the Sobor. After the days we
pends on the movement of the stock
storefronts, know people who are unall experienced, however,I would also
market, 20 percent has to do with the
employed, and our 401(k)s have
suspect that few, if any, went home turned into a 201(k)s.
industry that you’ve invested in (think
from Johnstown last week feeling the
deep water oil drilling) and only 10
It seems that Jesus spoke directly to
same way. The sessions of the reconpercent of price movement has to do
this anxiety—anxiety that literally
vened XXI Council were educational,
with the company you’ve invested in.
makes us sick when He said, “I tell

Some “Soboring” Thoughts…
he
XXI
Diocesan
Council/Sobor—Parts I and
II—is now officially over. You may recall that when our tri-annual Diocesan ruling body gathered in South
Bound Brook, New Jersey last summer, it was decided that in order to
build on the momentum which had
been generated from the business sessions in two key areas—missions and
stewardship—the Sobor would not
adjourn, but merely go into recess and
reconvene in Johnstown in 2010.
This unprecedented move seemed
like an excellent idea at the time.
Commissions were appointed by
Metropolitan Nicholas, charged with
the responsibility of developing and
implementing a new Diocesan approach to these important concepts.
When the Sobor would be called back
to order, the Commissions would be
expected to report back to the Council delegates concerning their
progress.
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-cont’d on page 8

The article continued by saying that
people were reporting overwhelming
stress due to the constant threat of terrorist attack and meltdown of the
global economy. Further, these
threats appear even larger because our
culture has grown accustomed to
abundance.

-cont’d on page 12
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e glorify the name of the Triune God for
gathering us at this first Episcopal Assembly
of this region in New York City on May 26-28,
2010 in response to the decisions of the Fourth PreConciliar Pan-Orthodox Conference held at the
Orthodox Center of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
in Chambésy, Switzerland, from June 6-12, 2009,
at the invitation of His All Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew.
Gathered together in the joy of the Feast of Pentecost, we humbly recognize our calling, in our unworthiness, to serve as instruments and disciples of
the Paraclete, who “holds together the whole institution of the Church” (Hymn of Vespers of Pentecost).
We honor and express gratitude to the Primates and
Representatives of the Orthodox Autocephalous
Churches who assembled at the Ecumenical Patriarchate from October 10-12, 2008 to affirm their
“unswerving position and obligation to safeguard
the unity of the Orthodox Church” (Chambésy
Rules of Operation, Article 5.1a) and emphasized
their will and “desire for the swift healing of every
canonical anomaly that has arisen from historical
circumstances and pastoral requirements” (Message
of the Primates 13.1-2)
We call to mind those who envisioned this unity in
this region and strove to transcend the canonical irregularities resulting for many reasons, including
geographically overlapping jurisdictions. For, just
as the Lord in the Divine Eucharist is “broken and
distributed, but not divided” (Divine Liturgy of St.
John Chrysostom), so also His Body comprises
many members, while constituting His One
Church.
We are grateful for the gift of the doctrinal and
liturgical unity that we already share, and we are inspired by our leaders, the Heads of all the Orthodox
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Churches throughout the world, who proposed
that which we painfully yearn for in this region, i.e.,
the “swift healing of every canonical anomaly”
(Message of the Primates 13.2). We are also grateful that they established a fundamental process toward a canonical direction and resolution.
We are thankful to almighty God for the growth of
Orthodoxy, for the preservation of our traditions,
and for the influence of our communities in this
region. This is indeed a miracle and a mystery.
During our gathering, and in accordance with the
rules of operation of Episcopal Assemblies promulgated by the Fourth Pan-Orthodox Pre-Conciliar
Conference, we established:
1. A registry of canonical bishops (Article 6.1)
2. A committee to determine the canonical status
of local communities in the region that have no
reference to the Most Holy Autocephalous
Churches (Article 6.2)
3. A registry of canonical clergy (Article 6.3)
4. Committees to undertake the work of the Assembly, among others including liturgical, pastoral, financial, educational, ecumenical, and
legal issues (Articles 11 and 12)
5. A committee to plan for the organization of the
Orthodox of the region on a canonical basis (Article 5.1).
In addition to the above, we agreed that a directory
would be created and maintained by the Assembly
of all canonical congregations in our region.
We as Episcopal Assembly understand ourselves as
being the successors of the Standing Conference of
Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas
(SCOBA), assuming its agencies, dialogues, and
other ministries.
Moreover, at the formal request of the Hierarchs
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who have jurisdiction in Canada, the Assembly will
submit to the Ecumenical Patriarch, in accordance
with the rules of operation (Article 13), a request to
partition the present region of North and Central
America into two distinct regions of the United
States and Canada. Additionally, at the request of
the Hierarchs who have jurisdiction in Mexico and
Central America, the Assembly will likewise request
to merge Mexico and Central America with the Assembly of South America.
As Orthodox Hierarchs in this blessed region, we
express our resolve to adhere to and adopt the regulations proposed by the Pan-Orthodox Conferences and approved by the Autocephalous
Orthodox Churches, and to do everything in our
power by the grace of God to advance actions that
facilitate canonical order in our region.
We confess our fidelity to the Apostolic Orthodox
faith and pledge to promote “common action to
address the pastoral needs of Orthodox living in
our region” (Chambésy, Decision 2c). We call upon
our clergy and faithful to join us in these efforts “to
safeguard and contribute to the unity of the Orthodox Church of the region in its theological, ecclesiological, canonical, spiritual, philanthropic,
educational and missionary obligations” (Article
5.1) as we eagerly anticipate the Holy and Great
Council.
The Assembly concluded with the celebration of
the Divine Liturgy on Friday, May 28, 2010 at the
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Archdiocesan Cathedral in New York City. During the Liturgy prayers
were offered for the repose of the eleven victims of
the current ecological disaster in the Gulf Coast,
for the consolation of their families, for all those
adversely affected by this catastrophe, as well as for
all people living under conditions of war, persecution, violence, and oppression.
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each year on the anniversary of his death:
…we afterwards took up his bones, as being more precious than
the most exquisite jewels, and more purified than gold, and deposited them in a fitting place, where, being gathered together, as
opportunity is allowed us, with joy and rejoicing, the Lord shall
grant us to celebrate the birthday of his martyrdom…. (Chapter
18)
From this and other ancient texts it is clear that the early Church worshipped
the Lord Jesus Christ as King and God alone, but honored the saints who were
powerful examples and role models of what a true Christian ought to be. They
honored these martyrs and cherished their memories. Their bodies were reWe don’t have saints in my church. We focus only on Jesus and the Bible…
trieved and carefully buried, their graves becoming places of prayer and pilgrimage.
We don’t have saints in my church. We can pray directly to Jesus, we don’t have The other challenge to our faith is that saints are somehow a middle man standto go through a “middle man”.
ing between us and the Lord Jesus. Some believe that our reverence for the
Saints does not give us direct access to Jesus but that we have to ask the Saints
t is not uncommon as we rub shoulders at work and school with people of to speak to Him in our behalf. A brief look at any Orthodox prayer book or
different faiths that we are challenged to explain what we believe and why attendance at any Orthodox service proves that Orthodox Christians are enwe believe it. I once worked with a nurse who was very proud that her church tirely capable of speaking to Jesus directly. As with the honoring of saints and
was “just Christian without any of those ‘add ons’. One of the “add ons” that the honoring of their holy relics, is this asking for the intercession of the saints
another of those “add ons” claimed by my nurse-friend?
she was referring to and a part of our Faith
Christians have always asked for and dethat is often challenged is our devotion
pended on the prayers of each other beand veneration of the Saints. Some Chrisfore Christ. In fact, Christ worked His
tians, such as my nurse-friend have the
first miracle at the Wedding in Cana at
uninformed notion that such devotion
the request of His Mother! St. Paul, in
crept into the Church at some late cenhis Epistles to the Ephesians, Thessalonitury, say the Middle Ages, and that pure,
ans, Colossians, and Romans asks them
apostolic Christianity had no such practo pray for him. (Ephesians 6:19; Thess
tice as the honoring of Saints.
5:25; Colos 4:3; Rom 15:30-31) The
In the New Testament, St. Paul referred
Epistle of St. James says: The prayer of a
to all baptized Christians as saints. For
righteous man has great power in its effects
example, in his Epistle to the Ephesians
(James 5:16). If we, sinful and bound by
he addresses all the saints who live in Ephearthly desires, can pray to Jesus for othesus (Ephesians 1:1). Near the close of the
ers how much more effective will the
New Testament age, in the vision of St.
prayers be of those holy men and women
John the Evangelist which is recorded in
who are now standing in His presence!
the book of Revelation, it becomes clear
The Saints are not dead nor are they
that the saints are not all baptized Chrisasleep, they are alive and with Christ in
tians but only those who remained faithHis Kingdom. In the third century, St.
ful and endured the persecution and
Cyprian of Carthage expressed the
deception of the antichrist. Here is the pathought that those that fall during time
tience of the saints, here are those who keep
of persecution are aided by the martyrs’
the commandments of God and the faith of
prayers before God. (Epistle XV) In the
Jesus (Revelation 14:12).
4th century, many of the Fathers testify
One of the disciples of this same St. John
to the practice of asking for the intercesthe Evangelist was a man named Polycarp
sion of the Saints. St. Basil, in his Letter
who became bishop of the city of
360 states that he accepts the intercession
Smyrna. It is believed that he was about
of the apostles, prophets, and martyrs and
20-25 years old when St. John died, the
he seeks their prayers to God. St. John
last of the Apostles of the Lord. In his old
Chrysostom instructed people to seek the
age, around the year 165 A.D. he was arintercession and fervent prayers of the
rested by the Roman authorities and led
saints because they have special “boldness”
away to be executed by burning at the
before God (Encomium, 3). The 7th Ecumenical Council, meeting in 787
stake. One of the oldest Christian documents is an account of his death called A.D., dealing with the controversy over the use of icons, sums up the ancient
the Martyrdom of Polycarp. What is fascinating is the light this ancient docu- teaching of the Church on the veneration of Saints:
ment sheds on the devotion and honor that the early Christians paid to the
martyrs and to their earthly remains. As these early Christians attempted to
…we adore and respect God our Lord; and those who have been
retrieve his bones from the ashes, some unbelievers suggested that they would
genuine servants of our common Lord we honor and venerate benow worship Polycarp rather than Christ. The ancient document records:
cause they have the power to make us friends with God the King
of all.
..it is neither possible for us ever to forsake Christ, who suffered
for the salvation of such as shall be saved throughout the whole
So, we Orthodox Christians, the direct, unbroken continuation of the ancient,
world, nor to worship any other. For Him indeed, as being the
Apostolic Church continue to give glory, honor and worship to One God in
Son of God, we adore; but the martyrs, as disciples and followers
the Holy Trinity and also give honor and devotion to the Saints who were
of the Lord, we worthily love on account of their extraordinary
faithful disciples of the Lord and remain alive in His presence. This veneraaffection towards their own King and Master, of whom may we
tion of Saints, rather than the “add on” of later centuries, was part of the Chrisalso be made companions and fellow disciples! (Martyrdom of
tian Faith from the first century. We Orthodox hold the original faith of the
Polycarp, chapter 17)
Christian without any “add ons” while most other Christians have “subtracted”
or “taken away” beliefs and practices known to the earliest Christians.
This ancient Christian text clearly explains the devotion that these early Christians had for the martyrs whom they honored and loved. Worship, however,
Very Rev. Father Edward Pehanich
was reserved for the Lord Jesus alone. The document goes on to describe the
honor with which they treated his bones as holy relics and gathered at his grave

Why Saints?
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Enhanced DDD Program Unveiled

Summer Youth Pilgrimage

JOHNSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA - Delegates at the Reconvened Diocesan
Council-Sobor XXI heard reports about Missions and Evangelization, Stewardship and the Diocesan Priests’ Pension Plan. There was one additional
presentation that was given by Trustee Anthony Horbal at the beginning of the
reconvened sessions. A motivating talk about the Distinguished Diocesan
Donors Program was presented by Mr. Horbal who first traced the history of
DDD.
The late Bishop John founded the Program in 1973 while making pastoral
visitations to St. Nicholas Church in New York City and St. John Church in
Rahway, NJ. It has become an important source of funding for the operation
and expansion of Camp Nazareth and other Diocesan apostolates, having
raised over $2.5 million dollars since its inception. Its most recent fruits can
be seen in the refurbishing of Camp Nazareth that has taken place over the last
five years. The DDD Program in its thirty-six years of existence has allowed
our Diocese to grow and prosper, helping the Diocesan Administration to
meet and overcome financial challenges.
Council XXI delegates recognized the dire need for an aggressive Diocesan
growth and evangelization initiative to build up the Diocese. Wishing to address this challenge, the Board of Trustees at its post-Sobor meeting last July
discussed the need to enhance the DDD Program in order to provide increased
support for all Diocesan apostolates.
After careful study during the past year, the Metropolitan and the Diocesan
Board of Trustees has identified the need for some changes to the current
DDD Program.
For instance, the Program giving level has remained the same at $100 per
donor annually, even though DDD costs have risen substantially.
In the past, DDD support has extended mainly to Camp Nazareth and Christ
the Saviour Seminary. There is an urgent need to support other Diocesan
apostolates and ministries, which will provide the necessary support to our
Diocesan renewal, mission and evangelization initiatives.
Changes to the Program include a Giving Level increase:
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August 21 – 23
Camp Nazareth
Youth on a Mission
Come join us and use your talents to reach out to your peers worldwide! We will be writing and filming short video bursts for our
Diocesan website. This is your chance to talk to youth around the
world about Orthodox Christianity, about our Diocese, about your
life as an Orthodox Christian. Whether you enjoy: writing, acting,
singing, directing, filming, editing or creating, there is an opportunity for you to participate.
The Very Reverend Miles Zdinak is the Retreat Master and the Deacon Matthew Stagon will present this year’s topic.

Friday
5pm
6pm
8pm
11pm

Saturday
8am
9:30am
10:30am
12:30pm
1pm
5pm

$100 Entry Level Donor
$250 Bronze Level Donor

Arrival, Registration and a light meal
Presentation: Offering my talents to Christ
Small Compline & Confession, Ss. Cyril &
Methodios Church
Lights out

8pm

Divine Liturgy
Breakfast
Scripts and rehearsals workshop
Lunch
Filming Videos
Dinner
* Youth join the Diocesan Summer Pilgrimage
Youth Campfire

$500 Silver Level Donor
$1,000 Gold Level Donor
$10,000 and up Platinum Level Donor
Donors at all levels will receive a complimentary dinner at a regional DDD
Dinner.
There will also be a direct mailing sent to all Diocesan households. Additionally, 3-D promotional material will be available online, and an online donation portal will be created. There will be regular reports of receipts and
disbursements to continue to insure complete financial accountability and
transparency.
The delegates were not only receptive to the new Program, but offered numerous suggestions how to launch it in the weeks ahead.

ENCLOSED IS MY CONTRIBUTION TO THE
DIOCESAN DONORS FUND FOR THE YEAR 2010:
Name: ________________________________
Address: _______________________________
City: ____________ State: _____ Zip: _______
Parish: ________________________________
Please make all checks payable to “2010 Distinguished Diocesan
Donors,” & send to:
Office of the Diocesan Treasurer
Diocesan Administration Building
312 Garfield
Johnstown, PA 15906

Sunday
10 am

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy

Please see the Arena section of our Diocesan website at
www.acrod.org for updated information & registration forms.
Deadline for Registration is August 1, 2010.

St. George’s Prostopinije Ensemble has released its first CD
featuring the plain chant
music of the Divine Liturgy of
St.
John
Chrysostom.
Copoies are available for a donation of $15, plus $3 shipping and handling. Checks
should be made payable to “St.
George’s Orthodox Church
and sent to:
St. George’s Orthodox Church
745 South Keyser Ave.
Taylor, Pennsylvania 18517
All proceeds from the sale of our CD’s are used for the support of St.
George’s Church, Apostolates of the American Carpatho-Russian
Orthodox Diocese as well as other Orthodox ministries throughout
the world. Thank you for your support.
Visit us on our website at: stgeorgestaylor.com
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“Kicking off the Summer Season at Camp Nazareth”
Mr. Demas turned out to be a “traveling band”
playing in the Lodge as well as outside and downstairs in the Camp’s Rec Room. During the time
after lunch and before the Annual Family Day Raffle, the pool was open for business, and despite the
cooler weather and water temperature, there were
braves souls who entered the “cool springs of
Camp.” For the not so brave, there were arts and
crafts inside the Rec Room and games to play near
the pool area.

Family Day Raffle

F

or many attendees these were the preliminary
activities leading up to the Annual Family Day
Raffle which took place in the mid-afternoon. Before listing the winners, the Diocese and the Camp
offer their thanks to all those who purchased tickets and to those who “hit the pavement” and
drummed-up the sales to help make the Raffle a
success. Because of them the Camp grossed nearly
$38,000 and netted nearly $25,000. This is a cruFather Stephen Loposky, Camp Administrator, offers the hand cross to His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, at the beginning of the Family
cial part of the Camp’s budget and one that helps it
Day Hierarchical Divine Liturgy.
begin the Summer Season on a positive note. The
MERCER, PENNSYLVANIA - On Sunday, June 6 nence talked about how time seems to slow down
winners of the Raffle were as follows:
our Diocese celebrated its annual Family Day at at our Diocesan Camp—how it acquires a deeper
David Dudak, Johnstown, PA
Camp Nazareth. Despite an early morning torren- meaning by the spiritual activity that we are en- $10,000
Marc Braun, Bowie, MD
tial downpour, the day turned out to be excep- gaged in while there. Family Day 2010, beginning $1,000
tional. It began with a beautiful Divine Liturgy with the Divine Liturgy, was a day to linger in and $900
Cathy Cancilla, Erie, PA
celebrated by His Eminence, Metropolitan enjoy the festivities and fellowship associated with $800
Joanne Medvecky, New York, NY
Nicholas. During the Liturgy three young men the “kick-off ” of the Summer Season at Camp
$700
Anna Rossa, Darlington, PA
were tonsured readers, two of whom were then or- Nazareth.
Bob Dado, New Castle, PA
dained sub-deacons by His Eminence. The young Following the Divine Liturgy the Family Day at- $600
Helen Hritz, Stratford, CT
men were: William Bennett from St. Michael’s tendees paused just long enough for a picture with $500
Church in Binghamton, NY, Nathan Choma from
St. Nicholas Church in Warren, OH, and Peter
Stathakos from St. John’s Mission Church in
Toronto, Ontario. It was a blessing to have parishioners, family and friends present for the tonsuring
and ordinations. For those present it was really
“grace upon grace.” During his homily, His Emi-

His Eminence, and then flocked to the Lodge for a
delicious “picnic” of hamburgers, hotdogs, barbeque chicken and all the trimmings, including
homemade desserts. During the meal and afterwards, musical entertainment was provided by Mr.
Michael Demas, an accordion player from our
Diocesan church of St. Nicholas in Warren, OH.

$400

Luke Bokach, Flemington, NJ

$300

James Telepchak, Coaldale, PA

$200

Tim Pitchford, Carmel, IN

$100

Kate Kerpchar, Croton-on-Hudson, NY

$100

Helen Koza, Hammond, IN

$50

Helen Nimec, Endicott, NY

$50

Dave Gdovin, Vestal, NY

$50

Chuprinko, Trafford, PA

1 Week at Camp – Ray Speicher, Warren, OH
Sonia Lee, Warren, OH
Mike Sofelkanik, Potomac,
MD
Fran Smith, Ruffsdale, PA
Anne Pysh, Johnstown, PA
Congratulations to all the winners and thank you
to those who attended the Family Day festivities
and helped the Camp “kick-off ” its Summer Season. Together we make our Annual Family Day an
event to enjoy and look forward to each year. If
you have not yet attended a Family Day celebration, make sure you do not miss out next year, and
if you are a regular attendee, don’t stop now because
the fun has just begun. Come to enjoy the event
Family Day was meant to be: a day with family
and a day with our Diocesan family as well.
Diocesan children present flowers to Metropolitan Nicholas prior to the luncheon served at the Camp’s main lodge at Family Day.
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nary and visit its extensive bookstore and gift shop. In the evening, Vespers
were celebrated in the Cathedral by Father Miloro, after which dinner was
provided at the Ed Center.
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Farmville: A Perfect Place to “Plant”
a Mission!

Priests’ Pension Report

T

he final session of the reconvened Sobor took place on Tuesday morning. At that time a report on the Diocesan Priests’ Pension Plan was offered by Protopresbyter Ronald A. Hazuda, Director of the Pension Board as
well as other Board members. Father Hazuda pointed out that our fund, like
many others, suffered losses when severe economic difficulties gripped our nation two years ago. While some significant recovery was made this year, the
plan is still under funded. Currently, some 20 retired priests and panis are receiving pension benefits from the Diocese. A proposal was passed, calling for
a voluntary contribution of $15 by each member of the Diocese for the next
5 years to assist in the overall health of the plan. At the conclusion of the session, it was announced that the XXII Diocesan Council would meet in Johnstown in 2012. As the XXI Diocesan Council adjourned, Metropolitan
Nicholas afforded the delegates the spiritual privilege of venerating relics that
he had recently received for the Cathedral and Seminary.
Father Michael Rosco opens the Royal Doors for the beginning of the first Divine Liturgy at St. James
Mission in Farmville.

FARMVILLE, VIRGINIA – St. James Parish in Farmville, Virginia—the
newest Diocesan mission—celebrated their first Divine Liturgy as a community on Sunday, June 6th, with some 24 people in attendance. Celebrant for
this historic service was Protopresbyter Michael Rosco, Chairman of the new
Diocesan Missions and Evangelization Commission. He was assisted by Protodeacon Sergei Kapral of Holy Resurrection Cathedral (OCA) in Wilkes
Barre, Pennsylvania, whose niece is a member of the new mission.

Mission Timeline

S
Concert Pianist Elena Ulyanova, a parishioner at Christ the Saviour Cathedral offered the evening’s entertainment.

Trustee Anthony Horbal gave a presentation on the
3D Program.

Dr Christine Ross spoke about the formation of
our newest mission in Farmville, VA.

The servers at the Tea provided entertainment as they served the food.

t. James Mission has made remarkable progress in a short period of time.
In February, the Diocesan Missions Commission was contacted by Dr.
Christine Ross, the Director of Institutional Research and Assessment at Hampden-Sydney College in Farmville. Originally a communicant of SS Peter and
Paul Church in Windber, PA, Dr. Ross inquired about the possibility of forming a mission parish there, pointing out that the closest Orthodox church of
any jurisdiction was over an hour away. Through her contacts at HampdenSydney and Longwood University—also in Farmville—and through the technology available through the internet, Dr. Ross was able to make contact with
19 Orthodox families in the area. After several meetings with Father Rosco
and other members of the Missions Commission, the Farmville faithful received the blessing of His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas to proceed with
their plans for establishing a mission church. An ideal “storefront” location
was identified in the downtown area of Farmville, directly across the street
from the entrance to Longwood University. In no time, thanks to the efforts
of the members of the new parish and the assistance of the clergy of the Missions Commission, the vacant building was soon transformed into a beautiful
house of worship! Also providing invaluable aid to the setting up of the new
facilities were Father Joseph Edgington and Deacon Stephen Hall of St.
Thomas the Apostle Mission in Waldorf, Maryland.
-cont’d on page 12

Pictured are some of the faithful who attended the first Liturgy at St. James Mission in Farmville.
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Archimandrite Athansios Emmert Celebrates 50 Years

PRICE, UTAH--On the weekend of April 23-25, Archimandrite Athanasios Emmert celebrated his 50th Anniversary
of Ordination to the Holy Priesthood. Metropolitan Nicholas and Metropolitan Isaiah of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Denver together with area priests and deacons highlighted the weekend at the Saturday night banquet. Past
and present Parish Council members spoke of the accomplishments of Father Athanasios in his 10 year pastorate at
Assumption Church.
Former parishioners from West Virginia, Alaska, Chicago came to Price, Utah for that grand occasion, and each of them
gave presentations that outlined Fathers accomplishments in each place at the banquet.
The hierarchical Divine Liturgy with all of the clergy was remarkable for its beauty, both in the actions of the Hierarchs, priests and deacons, together with the prayerful and strong music from the choir and chanters. Metropolitan
Nicholas delivered the Homily in which he outlined the nature of the Holy Priesthood, and in which he gave his personal reflections on Father Athanasios’ and his work for the Holy Orthodox Church, wherever he was placed in these
nearly 50 years of their friendship and service.
Following the Liturgy on Sunday, the parish served an excellent selection of various foods, which was prepared and
served by caterers.
Friday evening the Hierarchs and out of town guests gathered at the Country Club. Saturday morning they gathered
for Mediterranean breakfast at the rectory, and the luncheon at a local restaurant which were all sponsored and hosted
by Father Athanasios.
Nearly everyone present at the Vespers and Divine Liturgy remarked how extraordinary, and how very moving were
those services. A deacon, priest and bishop receive the Holy Spirit, as they put their hands and head on the Holy Altar
table at ordination, and it is at that same Altar that the One, Who is held in their hands, is adored, thanked and glorified as He permitted them to serve Him, whether in many or few years at that awesome altar.

Biographical Sketch of Golden Jubilarian

O

n the weekend of April 23-25, Archimandrite Athanasios Emmert celebrated his 50th Anniversary of Ordination to the Holy Priesthood. On Sunday, January, 17th, 1960 upon return from nearly two years theological studies in Athens, Greece, Father Athanasios began his ministry in Brooklyn, New York in his ordination to the Diaconate.
After being sponsored by the late Very Rev. Georges Florovsky and Rev. Constantine Volaitis, he prepared for ordination to the Sacred Priesthood on February 28th, 1960. Both ordinations were held in St. Mary’s Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church in Bay Ridge by Metropolitan Antony Bashir, of blessed memory. Through the efforts of the Very
Rev. Paul Schneirla, Pastor of St. Mary’s, Father Athanasios served his diaconate in St. Mary’s Church and became the
full time personal secretary to Metropolitan Antony. He later was assigned to St. Nicholas Cathedral , Brooklyn, NY
as assistant, while remaining secretary to the Metropolitan.
In May, 1961 Father was sent to Johnstown, PA to be pastor of St. Mary’s Antiochian Orthodox Church, where he
remained until August, 1963. The Very Rev. Father John Yurcisin, as Dean of Christ the Savior Seminary, needed a
new Prefect.
Father Athanasios was celibate and had graduate degrees. With the blessing of Metropolitan Orestes, of blessed memory, Father John also obtained the permission of Metropolitan Antony for Father to live in the Seminary, be acting Prefect and teacher while he continued as Pastor of his parish. From September 1961 until August of 1963, he remained
in that position, and began his long relationship with the Carpatho-Russian Diocese. During these years, Father
Richard Smisko was rector of Sts. Peter & Paul, Windber, and while there and in Constantinople they became good
friends.
For medical reasons Father Athanasios had to remain in the Chicago area, and through his friend, now Bishop Nicholas
he was received into the Diocese of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in March, 1986. This enabled him to serve in Greek
parishes.
In February, 1989, Father Athanasios returned to Johnstown. He resumed teaching homiletics, New Testament, and
Dogmatics at the Seminary. In July Father was assigned to administer to the spiritual needs of St. Michael’s Church
in Wood and Epiphany Church in Huntingdon. Soon after, he was instrumental in bringing SS Peter and Paul Church
in Mount Union into the Diocese. In October, 1990 until April 1992, he was pastor of “Holy Ghost-Descent of the
Holy Spirit” parish East Chicago, Indiana, located now in Schererville. In April, under Metropolitan Nicholas’
Omophorion, he was assigned as pastor first in St. Elias the Prophet, Santa Fe, New Mexico, then in January, 2000
he became pastor of Assumption Greek Orthodox Church, where he remains today.

June 27, 2010
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uplifting, inspiring and, above all,
positive in nature. The Stewardship
Commission prepared and presented a detailed plan designed to
slowly change the mindset of the
faithful of our Diocese, educating
and enlightening all of us on exactly
what it means to be a “good steward” in the eyes of our Lord. The
Missions Commission offered a
new, exciting approach to establishing mission parishes, emphasizing
the need for more Diocesan involvement and assistance for these
fledgling communities. How moving it was to have several clergy and
lay representatives of our new missions in Farmville, VA, Hampton
Roads, VA and Murphy, NC share
stories of the struggles of their
“growing pains” with us. It can
readily be seen that the Diocese is
truly “on a mission” with its Parish
Planting Program as we respond to
Christ’s command to “Go and
teach all nations…”
But…(yes, there is always a “but!”)
while all of this looks good “on
paper,” as the old saying goes, “talk
is cheap.” His Eminence reminded
us at the Sobor that it is up to us to
put our words we heard into action.
We are all “the Diocese.” We all
share in the responsibility of seeing
that all of our Diocesan apostolates—our Camp…our Seminary…our
newspaper…our
missions—are nurtured and developed to their fullest potential
(sounds like “stewardship” to me!).
Every parish, indeed, every person in
the Diocese needs to join with our
fellow communicants in the faith in
taking the matters discussed at the
XXI Council off the “drawing
board” and into the mainstream of
Diocesan life. Perhaps Father Frank
Miloro, our Chancellor, put it best
when he left the delegates with this
message as the XXI Council ended:
“When you go back home and
someone asks you how the Sobor
was, don’t tell them: ‘Oh…the food
was good and we had a nice time!’.
Go back and get your parishioners
as “fired up” as you are about what
we’ve discussed here the past few
days.” I hardly think that is too
much to ask of any of us. (By the
way, the food WAS good!)
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor
The Church Messenger
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NBA’s Vladimir Radmanovic To Support Serbians With Disabilities
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Official
Notice
Ordinations
SUB-DEACON DAVID MASTROBERTE, student at Christ the Saviour
Seminary, ordained to the Diaconate in Christ the Saviour Cathedral
on May 30 and attached to the Cathedral
WILLIAM BENNETT of St. Michael Church, Binghamton, NY, tonsured to Reader and ordained to the Sub-diaconate at SS. Cyril and
Methodios Chapel, Mercer, PA on June 6
NATHAN CHOMA of St. Nicholas Church, Warren, Ohio, tonsured to
Reader at SS. Cyril and Methodios Chapel, Mercer, PA on June 6
PETER STATHAKOS, tonsured to Reader and ordained to the Sub-diaconate at SS. Cyril and Methodios Chapel, Mercer, PA on June 6

NBA star and longtime IOCC supporter Vladimir Radmanovi tours a greenhouse that was used to provide occupational therapy and vocational training to disabled people in a project implemented with IOCC
in 2008. In a new partnership with IOCC, the Vladimir Radmanovi Children’s Foundation will expand the
occupational and physical therapy services available for more than 1,600 people with disabilities in Serbia. (photo: IOCC Baltimore)

BALTIMORE, MD — Golden State Warriors Forward Vladimir Radmanovic, a long time supporter of IOCC, will fund a new project to improve
therapeutic and skills training for more than 1,600 disabled children and
adults in Serbia. The aim of the project is to assist Serbian institutions to expand the occupational and physical therapy services available to people with
disabilities.
Radmanovic, born in Trebinje, Yugoslavia (now Bosnia-Herzegovina), has supported other IOCC initiatives including a project that provided culinary and
other job training for at-risk youth in Serbia. The new project, valued at over
$220,000 and focused mainly on institutions in rural areas south of the capital Belgrade, is being funded with a $110,000 grant from the Vladimir Radmanovic Children’s Foundation.
The mission of the Vladimir Radmanovic Children’s Foundation is to assist organizations that aid children who have been abandoned by their families or removed from their homes for their own protection.
The project includes the construction of a specially adapted “Children’s World”
recreational area at one facility that will enable over 430 disabled children develop motor skills and improve the quality of life. The project will also establish and equip “My First Working Place” to provide training and occupational
therapy in tailoring, printing, carpentry and other trades in a facility that serves
over 900 residents.
Many of the project activities will provide income that will allow the activities
to be self-sustained. In addition, IOCC will also support the program by providing $100,000 in material assistance for the disabled and orphanages, including quilts, disposable diapers and linen sets.
Following decades of challenges caused by armed conflicts, economic isolation and transition, there remains a continued need to support youth and
childcare systems in Serbia. Existing social welfare institutions are engaged in
efforts to reform and update their systems, however, this remains a major challenge due to the lack of available resources.

Parish Established
ST. JAMES MISSION, Farmville, Virginia, canonically established with
the first Divine Liturgy on June 6

Schedule of
Metropolitan Nicholas
June 27

Homestead, Pennsylvania
St. Nicholas Church
50th anniversary of priestly ordination of Protopresbyter Paul Herbert, and Golden Wedding Anniversary of Father Paul and Pani
Eleanor Herbert

June 28-30

Johnstown, Pennsylvania
Christ the Saviour Seminary and Cathedral
Annual Altar Boy Retreat

July 11

Sharon, Pennsylvania
St. John the Baptist Church
50th anniversary of priestly ordination of Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka, and Golden
Wedding Anniversary of Father Michael and
Pani Eleanor Polanichka

July 21

Mercer Pennsylvania
Saints Cyril and Methodios Church
Ordination to the Diaconate of Sub-deacon
Peter Stathakos

Diocesan Camping Weeks

July 22

Mercer Pennsylvania
Saints Cyril and Methodios Church

SESSION I: July 18 – July 24, 2010
Pittsburgh, Mid-Atlantic, Tri-State and Washington D.C. Deaneries

Ordination to the Priesthood of Deacon Peter
Stathakos
Tonsure as Reader--Adam Wyborski

SESSION II: July 25 – July 31, 2010
New England, New York, New Jersey, Florida and Canada Deaneries
SESSION III: August 1 – August 7, 2010
Johnstown, Southern Tier, Youngstown, Pocono and Chicago
Deaneries

July 23

Mercer Pennsylvania
Saints Cyril and Methodios Church
Ordination to the Diaconate of Sub-deacon
Edmund Mucha
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Archpastoral Visitation to Columbus, Ohio
COLUMBUS, OH--His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, made his first
Archpastoral visit on June 4 to the newly established Orthodox Mission Community of the Holy Cross, located at 2548 Billingsley Road in northwest
Columbus, OH.
Accompanied by the Diocesan Chancellor, the Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank
Miloro, Pani Constance Miloro and Youngstown Dean, the Very Rev. Protopresbyter Kenneth Bachofsky, His Eminence celebrated a Moleben to the Holy
Cross, during which he officially installed Fr. Kevin Greenwood as the Mission
Parish’s first Administrator.

AMBRIDGE, PA--George and Theresa Semonik of St. John the Baptist
Church in Ambridge, PA, are shown with their Pastor, Very Rev. Fr. Robert
Prepelka, and Protodeacon John Youhas on the occasion of their 60th Wedding Anniversary.

RAHWAY, NJ--On May 22, members of Saint John’s Russian Orthodox
Church participated in the MS New Jersey Benefit Bicycle Tour. Over 1,700
cyclist from around the state participated in the event which raised over
$95,000.00 for the National Multiple Sclerosis Society. Multiple Sclerosis or
MS is a chronic and disabling disease of the central nervous system which affects more than 400,000 individuals in the United States alone! Parishioners
were given the opportunity to sponsor their Pastor, Rev. Andrew Fetchina, for
the 85 mile route along New Jersey’s Coastline and Pine Barrens. In addition
to financial contributions, parishioners offered physical and spiritual support;
Glenn Gray provided transportation to and from the event and also worked
as an Official Event Volunteer, Lumilla Rozum, Mary Jane Homan and Barbara Townley cheered and encouraged the riders along the route while the enBINGHAMTON, Y--James Michael Marusich, a member of St. Michael’s tire community of Saint John’s offered their prayers. Together the parish
Church in Binghamton, NY, has reached a distinguished academic milestone. participated in this very special charitable opportunity. There is already talk
Dr. Jim obtained his Doctorate in Dental Surgery degree (D.D.S.) from the about next year’s ride, perhaps a team of riders made up of Orthodox ChrisState University of New York, School of Dental Medicine, in Buffalo, New tians from the New Jersey area? If you are a cyclist and are interested, please
York on Saturday May 8th, 2010. Dr. Bill Marusich, a SUNY-Buffalo Dental contact Fr. Andrew Fetchina at 732-382-8844.
School Class of 1983 graduate and former St. Michael’s Church President,
had the honor of bestowing the Doctorate hood upon his son during the commencement ceremony.

PITTSBURGH, PA--Members of the ACRY Chapter #42, Pittsburgh, are
preparing for the hosting of the 2010 66th Convention of the National ACRY
on Labor Day Weekend. Very Rev. John S. Brancho is pastor of St. John’s
Church.

NILES, IL--Parish iconographer, Mark Contreras, conducted an icon workshop for the children at Saint Michael’s Church in Niles, Illinois. Each child
painted an icon of Saint Michael the Archangel which was blessed by Father
Sam Sherry, pastor, at the conclusion of the two-day event.
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NILES, IL--Pictured are the members of the 2010 First Confession class at
Saint Michael’s Church in Niles, Illinois: Connor McCance, Natalie Zabrodsky, Samantha Micklewright, and Azucena Sodini. Very Rev. Fr. Samuel
Sherry is the pastor.
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JOHNSTOWN, PA--On Sunday, May 30, 2010, Subdeacon David Mastroberte was ordained to the Diaconate by His Eminence, Metropolitan
Nicholas at Christ the Saviour Cathedral.

TAYLOR, PA--Ryan Carrotto and Kori Pasdon made thier First Confession
this year at St. George’s Church in Taylor, PA. Their Pastor is Protopresbyter
CHEEKTOWAGA, NY--On Sunday May 9, 2010, His Eminence, MetroMark Leasure.
politan Nicholas made an Archpastoral visitation to St. Mary’s Church in
Cheektowaga, NY. His Eminence joined the faithful of the parish in Blessing new icons that were recently installed in the Church and to celebrate the
35th Anniversary of Marriage and Ordination of Fr. Thomas and Pani Linda
Kadlec . Also pictured is Jessica Kadlec .

PITTSBURGH, PA--First Holy Confession Class of St. John the Baptist
Church, Pittsburgh. From left to right: Evan Batista, Emma Martellotti,
Joanna Delaney and Robert Paieski, Jr. Very Rev. John S. Brancho, Pastor

SCRANTON, PA--Gavin Joyce of St. Nicholas Parish, Scranton, PA received
First Holy Confession on March 28, 2010. He is pictured with his father,
Gary, and mother, Allison, and his pastor, Fr. Don Valasek.

St. John’s Open Golf Tournament
EAST PITTSBURGH, PA--The St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church will
hold its 35th Annual St. John’s Open Golf Tournament on July 10th, 2010,
at the Valley Green Country Club in Greensburg, PA.
Golfers from across the Diocese are especially welcome! Some great prizes are
offered, including $10,000 for a 140 yard hole-in-one!
The cost is $85 for 18 holes, green fees, cart, an anniversary hand-out, many
prizes, hot dogs and munchies at the turn, and a great steak dinner!
To make reservations or for more information, contact Denny Harms at 412469-1041, or email him at DWHALH200@aol.com (or Fr. Jonathan Tobias
WINDBER, PA--Nolan Johnson and Seth Stawarz of Saints Peter and Paul at janotec77@gmail.com).
Church in Windber made their First Confession this year. They are shown The St. John’s Annual Open is mostly for fellowship, but it has also donated
much of its proceeds to Camp Nazareth and Christ the Saviour Seminary.
with their pastor Very Rev. Fr. Miles Zdinak.
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Some Timely Observations

I

Pentecost at the Cathedral

The delegates of the reconvened 21st Diocesan Sobor are shown in the newly-renovated Christ the Saviour Educational Center.

JOHNSTOWN, PA--His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, celebrated a Hierarchical Liturgy on the Feast of Pentecost at Christ the Saviour Cathedral.
Concelebrating was Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro. Assisting were Protodeacon John S. Youhas and Deacon Robert Conjelko, together with Subdeacon David Mastroberte and Sub-deacon James Janiec.
The Cathedral Choir sang responses under the direction of Helen Spanovich.
During the Liturgy, Dr. Donald P. Koval who is the Cathedral cantor received
a Hramota in recognition of his many long years of service to the Parish.
Following Liturgy, parishioners joined together for a Pentecost Dinner at the
newly-renovated Christ the Saviour Educational Center. His Eminence
blessed the remodeled Center prior to the Dinner. The blessing culminated a
three-month $100,000 interior renovation of the thirty-five year old edifice.
Among those at the head table were Mayor Thomas Trigona and his wife Bonnie. The dinner was prepared and served by the Center cooks.
Father Miloro was toastmaster for the dinner program. In his dinner speech,
His Eminence pointed out that wedding receptions in the greater Johnstown
area are synonymous with Christ the Saviour Educational Center. Between the
former location on Sheridan Street and the present location directly across
from the Cathedral, the Center has been the location of wedding receptions
and christenings for more than seventy years. People from across the Diocese
will remember many Diocesan events taking place there since the mid-seventies.

It is hoped that by the Fall, St. James
Mission will have a full time pastor.
For the summer months, the parish
will be serviced every Sunday by
clergy of the New Jersey and Washington DC Deaneries. Divine Liturgy
is celebrated at 10 AM at: 308D
South Main Street in Farmville. For
more information about the mission,
kindly contact Dr. Christine Ross at
cross@hsc.edu or Father Rosco at
frmsr@hotmail.com.

PERIODICAL

POTOMAC, MD--2010 First Confession Class from Holy Resurrection in
Potomac. In the photo are Bryan Kost and Nikolas Sofelkanik along with
their teacher, Chris Hudack, and priest, Fr. Peter Zarynow.

n May, the Missions Commission
met with the parishioners of St.
James to officially welcome them into
our Diocesan family. Accompanying
her parents to the meeting was
Stephanie Miloro Kobal, who beautifully expressed her impressions of this
“planting” of a new mission: “I recently took my parents up on their offer
to travel with them to visit a future mission site in Farmville, Virginia. I am so
glad that I did. As we made our way
along miles of beautiful farmland and
countryside, I couldn’t have imagined
what the next 24 hours would bring.
Our first contact with the parishioners
of the mission church was over dinner.
The evening was very uplifting for me,
as several clergy members of the Missions
Commission spoke of their experiences
with past missions and their hopes for
this one. Deacon Michael Rustick
shared the story of the near miraculous
events that led to the development of the
mission, referring to it as a “perfect
storm” with so many factors falling into
place. After dinner, we were invited to
see the site of the mission: a storefront in
Farmville. The iconostas that was
brought down this trip (formerly at Annunciation Monastery and Camp
Nazareth) fit the building perfectly! I
was truly inspired by all of the generosity I witnessed on this trip—as well as
all the hard work being done by the
parishioners and visiting clergy. In a
matter of hours, the mission evolved
from a storefront to a chapel! The following morning, we were invited back
for one final visit to the church—everyone there the night before was back
working again! A parishioner offered us
some homemade baked goods…clergy
set out on their own “mission” to find
some oriental carpets for the floors…you
could just feel the excitement in the
room! I am humbled that I had this opportunity to witness the power of our
faith. I feel very honored to be an Orthodox Christian and a member of our
generous and progressive Diocese.”

-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

Anyway, I realized that once again
I’d drifted into worshipping at Wall
Street’s altar not God’s. As a practical matter, I was acting and thinking like Wall Street, mammon, was
providing my security--even
though every Divine Liturgy we
proclaim that every good and perfect is from above, coming down
from the Father of Lights (Js. 1:17).
I needed an attitude adjustment; I
needed to renounce my love of
money.
Finally, we need to respond to our
Lord’s promises and commandments in faith—we need to seek
first the Kingdom of God. We
need to absorb the fact that the
word “seek” is a verb, and verbs
communicate action. Seek is an exciting word, bursting with possibilities. It means trying, striving,
attempting—and, it implies that
there is something worth finding,
and that it is worth expending our
time, talent, and treasure to find the
object of our desire. So, walking in
faith is a big adventure, full of surprises because we’re discovering the
hand of God in all the circumstances of our lives.
Remarkably, the Washington Post
article concludes by saying, “A faithbased worldview directs minds and
hearts away from modern day graven
images toward an alternative sense of
the meaning of life. The Judeo-Christian tradition does not place the individual as the axis mundi. The
center, rather, is found in a God in
whose image all of humanity is created.”
So, to live freely out of God’s abundance and avoid worrying ourselves
to death, let us remember God in
all that we think, say, and do. Let
us renounce all that is contrary to
His commandments, and let us respond to His promises in faith.
Father Joseph Edgington

