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Pentecost Archpastoral Letter
The Descent of the All-Holy Spirit
Prot. N. 183
Very Reverend Protopresbyters, Very
Reverend and Reverend Fathers,
Monastics, and all of the faithful of
our God-saved Diocese:
Christ is among us!
He is and shall be!
"Behold, we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit, the
fulfillment of promises and of our hope."
Vespers sticheron at Psalm 140

T

oday, we celebrate one of the
greatest feasts of our Holy Orthodox Church, ranking it, if we will,
only after Pascha, the Feast of Feasts,
and Theophany. Every Feast of our
Church is important to us because
God Himself has something to reveal
to us and teach us from the events of
salvation history which He has unfolded before us.
This present Feast, Pentecost, which
commemorates the Descent of the
All-Holy Spirit upon the Apostles, is
a FEAST OF FULFILLMENT! The
events that began as far back as the
Annunciation of the Mother of God now
find their culmination in this awesome Coming of the Spirit into the world.
For just as God personally revealed Himself as the one and only God to the
pagan, polytheistic world through His Chosen People, the Israelites, so now
has He revealed to us His Triune nature. In dealing with His creation, God has
moved slowly and purposefully in stages, preparing His creatures TO KNOW
ABOUT HIM AND TO KNOW HIM. Through the Patriarchs, the Forefathers of the Old Testament, His people came to know and accept Him alone
as their God. Through the prophets and the Messiah Himself, we came to
know THAT ONE GOD as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!
This revelation has also occurred in stages. God, the Holy Spirit, was revealed
to us gradually. There are references to Him in the pages of the Old Testament. And even in the New Testament, when the Son of God, the second Divine Person, entered into our history, the Spirit is mentioned, but not yet fully
revealed. At the Annunciation, we read that the angel Gabriel told the Virgin
Mary, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you..." (Luke 1:35). When the fortyday old Infant Christ was brought into the Temple, "...it had been revealed to
him (Symeon) by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord's Christ. So he came by the Spirit into the Temple..." (Luke 2:
26-27) At the Baptism of our Lord Jesus, "...the Holy Spirit descended in bod-

ily form like a dove upon Him..."
(Luke 3:22). Before He began His
public ministry, the Christ "...was led
by the Spirit into the wilderness.
(Luke 4:1). At His Transfiguration, we
see the Spirit's presence as "a bright
cloud" which "overshadowed them."
(Matthew 17:5; Mark 9:7;Luke 9:34)
This is reminiscent of the "pillar of
cloud" which led the Israelites
through the wilderness by day (Exodus 13:21), and the cloud which enveloped Mount Sinai when Moses
went up into the mountain to receive
the Ten Commandments (Exodus 24:
15-16), and "the cloud which
descended and filled the temple of
Solomon (III Kings: 8:10-11), thus
consecrating it.
But now, after these partial revelations, comes the fullness of the Holy
Spirit on Pentecost. This time He
comes "as a mighty rushing wind" and
"divided tongues of fire." (Acts of the
Apostles 2:2-3) The third Person of
the Divine Trinity not only REVEALS
HIMSELF to us, HE ALSO GIVES
HIMSELF to us in His fullness.
Shortly after the Fall, God made a
promise that He would send a Saviour, AND HE DID! And now he
sends the COMFORTER to help us.
Thus, the PROCESS OF REVELATION, THE PROCESS OF SALVATION, and THE PROCESS OF THEOSIS, that were promised to us, are FULFILLED TODAY! The process of
revelation has been completed in the words of the Holy Scriptures, the process
of salvation is fully accomplished through the Passion, Death, and Resurrection of our Saviour Jesus Christ, and the process of theosis is effected by the
Holy Spirit in the outpouring of gifts that He bestows today.
In his Epistle to the Galatians, which is read on Christmas morning, the Holy
Apostle Paul tells us: "When the fullness of time had come, God sent His Son,
born of woman, born under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as
sons." (4:4). Now, on Pentecost, the fullness of time had come to send forth
the Holy Spirit, to complete the work initiated by the Son.
Today, the Holy Spirit gives Himself to us! He gives of Himself! He gives us a
multitude and variety of gifts. Often, Pentecost is referred to as the "birthday
of the Church," and on birthdays, of course, we often give gifts. The Spirit also
gives them, freely and abundantly, to those who desire them and seek them.
At Great Vespers on the eve of Pentecost we hear: "The Holy Spirit provides
every GIFT; He inspires prophecy and perfects the priesthood; He grants wisdom to the illiterate, makes simple fishermen become wise theologians, and establishes perfect order in the assembly of the Church... "(sticheron at psalm
-cont’d on page 3

Page 2

THE CHURCH MESSENGER

Published by the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese in the U.S.A.
312 Garfield Street, Johnstown, Penna. 15906
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople
His Eminence, Metropolitan NICHOLAS
Issued Monthly
Periodicals Postage Paid at Johnstown, PA.
Yearly Subscription: $20.00 ($30.00 Canada)
EDITOR–Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael S. Rosco
145 Broad Street, Perth Amboy, New Jersey 08861
e-mail: MRosco2@excite.com fax: 732.826.5383
EDITORIAL STAFF
Assistant to the Editor–Very Rev. Protopresbyter Mark Leasure
e-mail: fr.mal@comcast.net
Associate Editor–Very Rev. Protopresbyter Lawrence R. Barriger
e-mail: camels19@ptd.net
Chancery Editor–Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro
e-mail: FPMiloro@AtlanticBB.net
Circulation Manager–Pani Betty Jean Baranik
e-mail: Pani.Baranik@ACROD.org
Diocesan News Editor–Very Rev. Protopresbyter Luke Mihaly
e-mail: PadreLuke@aol.com
Change of Address:
POSTMASTER: Send Address Changes to The Church Messenger, Pani Betty Jean Baranik
(Pani.Baranik@ACROD.org) 814-539-9143
312 Garfield Street, Johnstown, Penna. 15906
Please allow two or three weeks for changes of address.
(USPS 099-120) ISSN: 0734-0036
Diocesan Web Site: www.acrod.org

Traveling Different Routes to the
Same Destination…

I

n recent years, my various Diocesan responsibilities have made it
necessary for me to do a good deal of
flying. As a rule, I travel in my cassock, wearing my pectoral cross. To be
honest, I do this more out of laziness
than zealousness—it’s much simpler
to wear these things than it is to pack
them! Admittedly, this attracts a certain amount of attention and conversation at the gate and on the plane.
Inevitably, someone approaches me
and wants to know if I’m a priest—I
am always tempted to say “no” just to
see what reaction there would be!
Once a woman came up to me and
asked if I was a bishop, and when I
politely told her I was not, she
abruptly walked away, and I could
hear her say to her traveling companion who apparently wasn’t brave
enough to join her: “He’s nobody important!” But there is something else
I travel with that attracts nearly as
much attention and invites nearly as
much conversation. On my carry-on

bag, I have a Pittsburgh Steelers luggage tag! Seeing this seems to evoke
strong reactions—both positive and
negative! On one particular trip not
long ago, I had four people approach
me—one Steelers fan, one Carolina
Panthers fan and two Cleveland
Browns fans. (I was stunned to learn
there actually were 2 Browns fans
around!) One of the Browns fans,
who still lived in Cleveland, was the
most talkative. Believe me, a Steelers
and Browns fan engaging in a civil
conversation is comparable to our
Lord speaking with the Samaritan
Woman at the well, yet there we
were—doing just that! After discussing a little football, I mentioned
that I was on my way to visit one of
our mission parishes, and I told him
that I didn’t live far from New York
City. He smiled and proceeded to tell
me that his church was organizing a
trip to the “Big Apple” the week of
the 4th of July. But they weren’t coming for the fireworks, and they weren’t
-cont’d on page 3
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Sharing our Saving Faith

W

hen Peter and John were
threatened by the rulers and
elders of the Jews in Jerusalem they
replied, “…we cannot but speak of
what we have seen and heard” (Acts
4:20). They could not help themselves. Even though they were threatened with bodily harm, even death,
they felt compelled to share with others what they had seen and heard in
Christ. What compelled them to risk
their lives like this? It was love. They
were filled with the love of God and
they wanted to share that love with
others. They wanted to give to others
what they had been given. Yes, they
were commanded by our Lord to do
so when He said to them, “As the Father has sent Me, so now I also send
you…” Further, our Lord also said,
“Go…make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them…teaching them to
observe all that I have commanded
you…” (Mt.28:19-20). Yes, they
were commanded to share the Good
News of the Gospel of the Kingdom
of God, but they obeyed the command because they were filled with
the love of God and could not help
but tell others what they had seen and
heard.
When is the last time that we shared
our faith, our treasure, the Good
News of God’s Kingdom with someone else? Do we even want to share
our saving faith with others, to give
them what we have been given? Yet
this is what we are called to do, meant
to do, commanded to do by our Lord.
The entire history of our Church is a
missionary history: from the Apostles,
to Sts. Cyril and Methodius, to St. Innocent of Alaska. Our Church has always sought to share its beautiful and
saving faith with a world so desperately in need of it. In fact, the
Church from its very beginning was
missionary in its very nature – it went
out into all the world seeking to give
the message of salvation to everyone.
By the power of God it even converted the entire pagan Roman Empire to Christianity.

Good News of His Kingdom with
those around us, that they too might
have all the blessings we have, that
they too might lay up their treasure in
heaven, that they too might come to
know the love of God. Further, we
have not only forgotten that rich missionary history, but that forgetfulness
has led to neglect. We also neglect to
be the Church, the blessing, which
God calls us to be – the Church
which shares its saving faith with the
world around us.
Do we not believe that God will help
His people share the treasure of our
saving faith with others? Will not
God, Who sends us out into the
world, be with us if we are seeking to
share with others the Gospel of His
Kingdom? Are we of such little faith
that we think God will not help us do
the very thing which He has commanded us to do, “Go…make disciple of all nations…baptize…teach…”
Yes, God will be with us even if we
just desire to share our faith, if we are
just willing. When God sees that we
are willing, we will not have to go
very far to find people to share our
faith with because He will send them
into our lives and to our churches.
When God sees that His people are
filled with His love, so much that they
want to give that love to others and
share their saving faith, He will respond. And what’s more, He has seen
“from the beginning” that we would
be willing, and has already set things
in motion, so to speak, to bring people into our lives and into our
churches with whom to share our
faith. God, in other words, already
saw that we would be willing, and has
planned to help us do that which He
has asked us to do – share our faith.

But how do we share our faith? What
do we say about our faith to others?
First, we must acknowledge in all
things that if God wants us to do
something, He will give us the ability
to do it. That means it will be His
Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit, Who will
act in and through us to communiWe have however, forgotten that rich cate the faith to others. We have only
missionary history. We have forgot- to believe this and be humble in our
ten that this is what the Church was belief. God enables us to share our
called to do by God – to share the faith with others. But where do we
-cont’d on page 8
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-Archpastoral, cont’d from page 1

140). This is why and how the Church has survived until this very day, that
the gates of hell have not prevailed against her.
If you search the Holy Scriptures you will discover many references to the gifts
of God that He has bestowed upon us, all of them effected through the power
of the Holy Spirit. During the Divine Liturgy, we call the bread and wine that
is offered the "HOLY GIFTS." We have given them to God, and the Holy
Spirit has returned them to us, transformed them into the precious Body and
Blood of our Saviour. Near the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, in the Amvon
Prayer, we are again reminded of the words of the Holy Apostle James, "For
every good and perfect GIFT is from above, coming down from You, the Father of lights..." (1:17) And in the third Gospel that is read in procession
around the Church on Pentecost Monday, we hear: "If you then, being evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!" (Luke 11:13)
As the Holy Spirit descends once again upon us this day, I pray that each of
you will receive and avail yourself of these gifts that He gives us and utilize
them to the very best of your ability, showing gratitude and giving glory to the
Giver of all blessings. I remain

Schedule of
Metropolitan Nicholas
May 14-15

Johnstown, Pennsylvania
Annual Diocesan Board of Trustees Meeting

May 23

Johnstown, Pennsylvania
Christ the Saviour Cathedral
Pentecost

May 28-30

Potomac, Maryland
Holy Resurrection Church
National ACRY Bowling Tournament

June 4
Most sincerely yours in the Holy Spirit,

Columbus, Ohio
Holy Cross Mission
Archpastoral Visitation

June 6

Mercer, Pennsylvania
Camp Nazareth
Annual Family Day Celebration

+Metropolitan Nicholas
June 13-15

Johnstown, Pennsylvania
Christ the Saviour Cathedral
Re-convening of Diocesan Council-Sobor XXI

June 27

-Editorial, cont’d from page 2

coming to do any sightseeing. He and his group of some 30 young people
were headed for the Bowery region of lower Manhattan to help out at a mission there and, as he put it, they were going to simply walk the streets of this
impoverished neighborhood, distributing food and water and simply “witnessing” for their Christian faith.
As I continued my journey, I couldn’t help but laugh at the irony of this chance
encounter. Sports-wise, we obviously weren’t on the same page. But faith-wise,
we certainly were! Both of us, in our own way, were doing mission work and,
of course, the work of the Lord. Two scriptural passages crossed my mind that
are very appropriate for the time of year we find ourselves in on our Church
Calendar. The first comes from the Book of Acts: “AND YOU SHALL BE
WITNESSES FOR ME IN ALL JUDEA AND SAMARIA AND EVEN TO
THE ENDS OF THE EARTH.” The second is our Lord’s Great Commission
to His Apostles: “GO AND TEACH ALL NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEM
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT.”
Each and every one of us is called by Christ to be a witness for Him and a
teacher of the faith. What does this mean? That word “witness” often takes on
a negative connotation because it is often identified with Christian sects that
are very aggressive in their approach to spreading the Gospel. Yet being a witness for Christ does not mean that we must knock on doors and distribute
pamphlets and try to convert those who may be quite comfortable and content with how they are practicing their faith. Indeed, being a witness for Christ
simply means that we are to live our lives as shining examples to others of
what it means to be a true follower of our Lord. Remember: He clearly instructed us to “Let your light so shine before all men, so that they may see
your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” As far as teaching and
baptizing are concerned, well…we all aren’t cut out to do that. Still, we must
support the efforts of those whoe are! We can support the Church’s missionary efforts through our prayers, through our encouragement and, of course,
through our donations.
Now I fully understand not everyone can travel in a cassock, and I will grudgingly admit not everyone may be comfortable with a Steelers luggage tag on
their carry-on bag, but I heartily recommend to all of our readers to strike up
a conversation with a fellow traveler the next time you fly. It just may provide
you with an opportunity to practice your faith—or see someone else’s faith in
action as well.
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor
The Church Messenger

Homestead, Pennsylvania
St. Nicholas Church
50th anniversary of priestly ordination of Protopresbyter Paul Herbert, and Golden Wedding Anniversary of Father Paul and Pani
Eleanor Herbert

June 28-30

Johnstown, Pennsylvania
Christ the Saviour Seminary and Cathedral
Annual Altar Boy Retreat

July 11

Sharon, Pennsylvania
St. John the Baptist Church
50th anniversary of priestly ordination of Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka, and Golden
Wedding Anniversary of Father Michael and
Pani Eleanor Polanichka

August 21-22

Mercer, Pennsylvania
Camp Nazareth SS. Cyril and Methodios
Church Summer Pilgrimage

ENCLOSED IS MY CONTRIBUTION TO THE
DIOCESAN DONORS FUND FOR THE YEAR 2010:
Name: ________________________________
Address: _______________________________
City: ____________ State: _____ Zip: _______
Parish: ________________________________
Please make all checks payable to “2010 Distinguished Diocesan
Donors,” & send to:
Office of the Diocesan Treasurer
Diocesan Administration Building
312 Garfield
Johnstown, PA 15906
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2010 Diocesan Lenten Retreats
During the time of the Great Fast, Lenten Retreats sponsored by the National ACRY and open to all Diocesan faithful were held in the eastern, western and central regions of the Diocese.

May 23, 2010

imum-security prison in Michigan City, IN, is well known and for some, even
a part of their lives. Two of the host parish’s members currently work at and
another recently retired from the penal facility.

The speaker, Mr. Peter Bylen, is a member of the Orthodox Prison Ministry
group who, under the leadership of Fr Phillip Drennan, has been ministering
to the inmates since 2005. Mr. Bylen explained to those gathered for the reThe central regional retreat was the first of the three regional retreats which
treat how difficult it was to start the ministry and also how successful the servtook place, this year, at St. Nicholas Church in Homestead, PA on Saturday,
ice to the inmates proved to be. Peter said that in the maximum-security prison
March 6, 2010. The retreat-masters for the central regional retreat were the
setting "the community has to be patterned after a monastic model. We focus
Rev Fr. Stephen Loposky, Administrator of Camp Nazareth and the Very Rev
on worship, fellowship and discipline coupled with personal repentance, servFr. Miles Zdinak of Sts Peter and Paul Church of Windber, PA. This year’s
ice and sacrifice. Peter told of how the members of the ministry group witretreat drew nearly 100 participants.
nessed changes in men's lives, of how brutal trouble-makers who used to
The day began with the celebration of the All Souls Saturday Liturgy. Fol- terrorize their fellow-inmates not only repented, which by itself is probably
lowing Liturgy a continental breakfast was hosted in the Church Auditorium. the greatest miracle of all, but, when transferred to another facility, started an
Father Stephen Loposky gave an insightful initial presentation to the adults on Orthodox community in a new place.
the topic: What to Do When Great Lent Isn’t So Great: Falling at the Feet of
After the talk, the Akathist to the Divine Passion of Christ was chanted by the
God's Mercy. Fr. Stephen pointed out that we often approach the Great Fast
clergy and by the faithful, with a thought-provoking homily delivered by Fr
with anxiety, dread, fear and a degree of sadness even before it has begun. Our
Basil Aden, from Christ the Savior Church of Rockford, IL. The Lenten Reattitude in mind and heart seems already set this way which most often retreat ended with a traditional lenten meal, which was plenteous and featured
sults in a Great Fast that isn't so great. But if we begin to listen to what God
a variety of ethnic foods, reflecting the cultural diversity of the Orthodox
tells us is the way to approach and enter the Fast, that is with what heart and
Faithful in attendance.
mind-set, then chances are the Fast will become what it is supposed to
be...Great. In the Scriptural Passage from the Prophecy of Joel assigned to the
Wednesday before Lent begins we hear and see what the Lord is teaching us
about the upcoming Great Fast. In it we get the good teaching that reveals the
Fast as not something to be fearful or anxious about, but rather something we
are called to eagerly anticipate and enter with great joy.
Fr. Miles Zdinak, Pastor of Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Windber, PA spoke
to the youth in attendance about how Jesus Christ is the Light of the World.
He stressed that our Lord calls us to be a part of His light so that we may bring
the light of the Gospel message to the world by living our faith.
Following a Lenten lunch, the retreat masters continued their presentations
and the day concluded with the celebration of Great Vespers.
The eastern regional retreat was held at the National Christian Conference
Center in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania on Saturday March 20, 2010, with
nearly 80 adults and children in attendance. The retreat-masters were the
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Luke Mihaly, Dean of the New England Deanery,
Subdeacon Nicholas Mihaly of Holy Trinity Church of Danbury, CT and
Protodeacon Gregory Benc of St. John the Baptist Church, Perth Amboy, NJ.
Addressing the adults in attendance, Fr. Luke Mihaly gave a presentation on
the Fall of Adam and Eve and its implication in our day to day lives. Fr. Mihaly reminded everyone that we were created by God without sin and that the
original goal of humanity is to be in union with God. Through our baptism
our union with God is restored. However, to remain on that path to salvation
– union with God - requires us to be ever vigilant lest we recreate that Fall of
Adam and Eve in our own personal lives.
The presentation looked at the six stages of sin as described by St. John of the
Ladder in his book Ladder of Divine Ascent. By dissecting the six stages of sin,
Fr. Mihaly was able to have all look at how sin attacks each and every one of
us through our thoughts.

The Re-convening to Closure of
Diocesan Council-Sobor XXI

June 13-15, 2010
Johnstown, Pennsylvania
Christ the Saviour Cathedral and Christ the
Saviour Educational Center
AGENDA
Sunday, June 13

8:00 p.m.

Monday, June 14

Fr. Mihaly then looked at St. Simon the New Theologian’s writings on the Fall
of Adam and Eve in his Discourses. Here Simeon reminds us that all along
what God wanted from Adam and Eve was an admission of guilt. Adam
blamed the woman whom God made, and Eve blamed the serpent. Without
an admission of guilt, there can be no forgiveness.

While the faithful gathered in Phoenixville, in the afternoon of March 20th,
the clergy and faithful of Chicago Deanery traveled to Saint Nicholas parish
in Hobart, Indiana, for the Western Regional Lenten Retreat.
The first part of the Retreat was a talk on Saint Moses the Ethiopian Orthodox Christian Community at the Indiana State Prison. For some, this topic
might seem peculiar, however, for the residents of Northwest Indiana, the max-

9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

1:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.

In addition to the adults, more than two dozen youth participated in two separate workshops. Subdeacon Nicholas Mihaly led the teenagers in an interactive discussion on Music and the Orthodox Spiritual Life. The discussion
centered around the Orthodox understanding of music as being a divine language which can help lift man from the earth and bring him continually closer
to the God-Head. By listening to different musical examples a lively discussion ensued about whether those songs were proper and Orthodox and
whether certain songs would bring us closer to God.
Protodeacon Gregory Benc assisted by Mrs. Linda Ferko, of Holy Ghost
Church of Phoenixville, conducted a workshop with the younger children on
the theme Let Us Forgive All In The Resurrection.

6:30 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

Tuesday, June 15

5:45 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

“Vecerni Chai” (Evening
Tea at the Center)
Solo Piano Concert by Ms.
Elena Ulyanova followed by
Evening Prayer in the
Cathedral
Divine Liturgy
Photograph
Brunch
First Session Workshops
Stewardship - Fr. Fredrick
Watson
DDD Program - Trustee
Anthony Horbal
Coffee Shoppe
Second Session Workshop
Missions - Protopresbyter
Michael S. Rosco
Browsing in the Seminary
Bookstore
Vespers
Dinner
Morning Prayers
Breakfast
Third Session Workshop
Priests Pension - Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda
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Real Break Jerusalem

Number 3

because of the weather and delays) and when
we landed in Tel Aviv we were all just excited
to make it there on time! Our days consisted
of working in the Four Homes of Mercy-cleaning out sheds, washing and dusting
things, making dinner, doing dishes and feeding the patients. It is hard to explain how
shocking it was to see everything that was
going on there. One thing that will forever
stand out in my mind was the food. Since we
went over during the Lenten Season we had
hummus quite a bit. After a couple of days
they changed up the meals for us and started
giving us different foods that we all enjoyed.
On one of the last days, we cleaned out their
kitchen storage. It was heartbreaking to see
they had almost no food in there. We were
getting hummus not only because it was Lent,
but because it was the main food they could
make with their limited resources and they
changed that because they wanted us to be
happy. After that moment we all started to
Nicole Del Villano of St. Michael's Church in Binghamton, stands in front of the Sea of Galilee during her feel guilty because they were treating us with
such kindness when they had close to nothReal Break trip to Jerusalem.
ing. The Four Homes of Mercy had some of
the most selfless people I’ve ever met and they
uring my freshman year of college, I The group I went with was amazing and are were just so overjoyed we were there to help
decided to participate in OCF Real people that will forever be a part of my life. out even though it was in such little ways.
Break and travel to Jerusalem. I had We all got along instantly and made friendalways been interested in the program after ships that will last for years. I still talk to a lot On days when we were not cleaning we got to
hearing about it a few times through church of them and know that even though we were see some amazing sites. We were staying in
camp and I was excited I was finally able to only together for a week, we shared experi- Bethany and ten minutes away was Lazarus’s
participate. Originally I was going to travel ences together that no one else will be able to. Tomb. We also saw the Holy Sepulcher, the
to El Salvador to work in an orphanage but There is no way to describe how nervous and Sea of Galilee, Christ’s Prison and many other
that trip was cancelled and I had an opportu- scared I was to travel to Jerusalem. It was my places. We were able to venerate the place
nity to go to Jerusalem and it was one of the first time traveling without my family and I where Jesus was crucified, go inside His tomb,
best decisions I’ve ever made. Not only was it did not know anyone else on the trip so I was see a piece of the cross and see where His body
a trip to the Holy Land, but I had an oppor- unsure of what was going to happen. We got was anointed. At the moment when I was
tunity to help in the Four Homes of Mercy, a out of JFK with some problems (being ques- there it did not really sink in what I was doing.
home for people with neurological disorders. tioned and having to leave 5 people behind
-cont’d on page 2
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By Nicole Del Villano
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-Real Break, cont’d from page 1

I was walking in all these places we hear about all our lives. I was where Jesus
was. I still do not believe it sometimes. It honestly did not hit me that I was
there until I was home for the Good Friday service. My Priest was reading the
Gospel and I could picture all the places he was talking about. I finally realized I saw the place where Jesus gave His life for us and it made me cry. I
could picture everything that I was hearing and it was so powerful.
I would have never been able to go on this trip if it weren’t for the help of my
family and church. My family made sure I had everything and got me to
where I needed to go. My church had a meal for me and donated towards my
expenses. I will forever be grateful to them because they allowed me to experience this life-changing trip. Real Break was one of the best choices I made
and I would recommend it to any college student. Even if the trip is not to
Jerusalem, you get to spend your Spring Break helping people that truly need
it. I am happy I decided to go on this trip and all the people I met will always
be in my mind and prayers. I can honestly say this was a life-changing trip and
I wouldn’t change a thing that I did.

Start Your Day
Right!

E

very day is a new day. There are certain things in each day that we can
plan out and expect. On the other hand, there is just as much that happens during the course of a given day that is unexpected. I'm sure we've
all had a day like that; one that we had planned from start to finish and then
by the end of the day, we looked back, and realized that nothing went the way
we had planned.
Our lives as Orthodox Christians are a lot like that. We may intend to be the
Nicole was able to see many amazing sites during her trip. Here, she venerates the spot
best Orthodox Christian we can be on any given day. We may even make it
where Christ was crucified.
our goal to be considerate, to not judge others, to not lash out in anger, or gossip and so on and so on. But then, unexpected things happen, and before we
know it, all the things we set out to avoid have overwhelmed us.
One way to avoid this, as difficult as it may seem, is through prayer. What's
the first thing you do when you wake up in the morning? Brush your teeth?
Take a shower? Perhaps hit the snooze button on your alarm clock (that's probably most of us)? How many pray before they do anything else? Try making
the sign of the cross and saying "Lord have mercy" when your alarm goes off.
It's a small thing but it makes your mind focus on God. They say that breakfast is the most important meal of the day because it gets you off to a good
start. Morning is one of the most important times we can pray. We may not
be able to anticipate all of the obstacles and temptations that we will face on
a given day, but if we start the day with prayer, we'll have a better chance of
overcoming them.
There's one prayer in particular that I find to be very beneficial. We said it
every day at Camp Nazareth from the time I was very young through all my
years working there on staff, and after all those years, it stuck with me. Keep
it by your bedside, or in your wallet or purse. It speaks of putting the events
of your whole day to come in God's hands. Not a bad way to start the day,
don't you think?

The Prayer of the Optina Elders
"O Lord, allow me to greet the coming day in peace. Help me in all things to
rely upon Your holy will. In every hour of the day reveal Your will to me.
Bless my dealings with all who surround me. Teach me to treat all that comes
to me throughout the day with peace of soul and with the firm conviction
that Your will governs all. In what I do and say, guide my thoughts and feelings. In unexpected events, do not let me forget that all things are sent by
You. Teach me to act firmly and wisely without making others bitter or embarrassing them. Give me the strength to bear the fatigue of the coming day
and everything that it will bring. Direct my will, teach me to pray, pray Yourself in me. Amen."

We Want to Hear from

YOU

-Teens and young
adults: You can
write about anything pertaining to
your faith. Perhaps
it’s an experience
you have had where
your faith helped
you. You can write
about your time at
Camp Nazareth, either as a camper or
a staff member.
The possibilities are
endless. If you have
an idea and want to
run it by me, feel free to contact me.
-Parents: Do you have a reflection on raising Orthodox children in today’s
world? Something you write may be a big help to other parents throughout
the Diocese. If you have young children, talk to them about their faith. Ask
them what they like about going to Church. Our youngest Church members
often say the most profound spiritual things.
-Sunday School teachers, ACRY or youth group members and advisors: Let us
know what kinds of activities you have going on. Again, your ideas may inspire someone else. Above all, send us picture, picture and MORE pictures!
-Priests: Have you given a sermon that focused on our youth recently? Do
you have an idea for a story that can teach a lesson to your children? Please
contact me. I would love to have input from as many Diocesan priests as possible.
If you are interested in writing something for Daylight, please contact Fr.
Matthew Moriak at: FrMatthewLL@hotmail.com or by calling him at:
(908)725-3385. You can also find him on Facebook.

May 23, 2010

DAYLIGHT

Page 3

Facts About
the Feast of
Pentecost

W

Lay Aside All Earthly Cares
S

hortly after the Gospel reading and the sermon, we hear the Cherubic hymn. This hymn gets its name in part because it refers to the angels called the Cherubim. They sing praises to God in heaven. The hymn tells us that during the Liturgy, we mystically represent them. We are performing the same service that the angels do when we raise
our voices in song! That’s pretty awesome! We can watch our favorite actors on the big screen, but we can’t participate or represent them while we watch them act. In the Liturgy, we aren’t just watching what is happening, we are
taking part.
The hymn also encourages us to lay aside all earthly cares. This part of the Liturgy, the Liturgy of the faithful, is
where we prepare to receive the Body and Blood of Christ. The Cherubic hymn helps us by reminding us that our
thoughts should be on God and the holy things we are about to partake of.
Laying aside all earthly cares can be very hard. When we first started comparing the Liturgy to the movies, it was
pointed out that both offered “escapes” from the world. However, perhaps you’ve noticed that people don’t even allow
themselves to really escape the world for the two hours they are enjoying whatever movie they are seeing. Theaters are
often filled with the soft lights of cell phones as people check e-mails, facebook pages, Twitter accounts and have
lenghty text message conversations, all while trying to follow the plot on screen. We are living in a time when there
is so much information all around us that it can seem nearly impossible to escape from anything!
That’s why when you come to Church, leave the world at home, INCLUDING your cell phone! It’s true that when
the Liturgy is over, all of the cares of the world will still be there, but when you hear that Cherubic hymn being sung,
remind yourself who you represent in the Liturgy. Remind yourself why you are there. Look around your Church
and see the icons of Christ, the Mother of God and all the Saints. If there is anywhere that you can lay aside all earthly
cares, then it is certainly in Church, in Liturgy, in prayer!

Scouting & Orthodoxy - Great together
by Father Michael Chendorain
ost people find it an interesting and surprising piece of trivia to learn that I am an Eagle Scout. To this day, I
am still surprised by the reaction I receive when people discover that about me. Yes, at age 17, I received Boy
Scouting’s highest honor. After all those merit badges, summer camps, meetings, Klondike Derbys and re-creating
Camp Nazareth’s Beatitude Trail on the grounds of my home parish in Phoenixville as my Eagle Project, I managed
to pull it off and finish the course.
Scouting (boy and girl) and the Orthodox Faith share so much in common. The Scout Law (their ‘creed’ if you will)
has 12 tenets much like the Nicene Creed reveals the 12 tenets of The Faith. Both institutions teach discipline and
order so that they may function to carry out their respective goals. Orthodox Christianity requires its faithful to put
into practice the commandments of Christ so that we orient our lives towards becoming Christ-like. Scouting encourages its participants (young and old) to openly practice the ideals of service to others before self in an honest effort to open oneself up to receiving more by giving of one’s own time, talent and treasure.
Orthodoxy and Scouting both have core principles, each to its own, although very much similar. It is from these core
principles, beliefs and teachings that neither will stray. And while the Church has been under attack for millennia over
its professions of faith, the Boy Scouts are now facing the politically correct winds of secularism for core elements that
are fundamental to their remaining true to who and what they are.
In my humble opinion, scouting is Orthodoxy in action. Though I honestly never thought of it like this when I was
a scout, scouting gave me the chance to witness to my particular faith in the presence of those who were of a different faith or no faith altogether. [Yes, I had fellow scouts who were atheists, but that was back in the day before it wasn’t cool to mix the two.] As a scout, I could practice the corporal acts of mercy and charity unto the least of my
brethren and wear a cool uniform while doing it. I was earning badges and advancing in rank, but I realize now the
things I did to earn those achievements were the very things I should have been doing in the first place as an Orthodox Christian.
Scouting is the active fulfillment of missionary work. Boy/girl scouts are taught to be stewards of God’s creation. It
is more than a club or organization, exactly what we should strive to keep the Church from becoming. If kept in perspective with our Orthodox Faith, I believe scouting is another viable example of what it means to be an Orthodox
Christian while participating in a secular institution.
I applaud our Diocesan youth who have been in scouts and I encourage our youth who are presently in scouts. Your
participation in this worthwhile group should not be dismissed because a few people who want to impose their will
upon the scouts and you should never compromise the ideals for which the scouts stand. Stand united with one another and witness to the tenets and teaching of scouting and you are witnessing for your faith as well. Happy 100th
Anniversary Scouting!

M

e celebrate the feast of Pentecost 50 days after Pascha.
It was then that the Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles and they
began to fulfill Christ’s command
that they spread the Gospel and
baptize all nations in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. Here are some interesting facts about this feast:
-St. Peter gave what you might consider the first sermon on the Feast
of Pentecost. You can read about it
in the Acts of the Apostles, chapter
2, verses 14 to 41. After this sermon, about 3000 people were baptized and became Christians!
-This feast is considered to be the
“birthday” of the Church. When
we say the birth of the Church, we
mean the Orthodox Church. From
the feast of Pentecost over 2000
years ago to today, the Orthodox
Church has remained unchanged.
-Pentecost is the first time we kneel
again in Church or at home since
Pascha. At the end of the Pentecost
Liturgy, the priest prays what are
known as the kneeling prayers.
- We decorate the Church with
greens and the priest vests in green,
because flowers and greenery denote life. The Holy Spirit, as we say
in the Creed, is the “giver of life.”
We decorate the Church in this way
to remind us of our need for the
Holy Spirit in our lives, so that we
are alive spiritually.
We sing a special hymn to the Holy
Spirit on this Feast:
“O heavenly King, the Comforter; the
Spirit of Truth, who are in all places
and fill all things; treasurer of blessings and Giver of life, come and dwell
within us and cleanse us from every
blemish and save our souls, O blessed
One.”
Have you heard this hymn before?
This prayer is used at the beginning
of almost all of our church services.
The priest prays it silently before
the beginning of every Liturgy. Just
as the Holy Spirit guides the
Church, it also guides each and
every one of us. You should try and
memorize this prayer, and begin
each day asking the Holy Spirit to
guide you.
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Windows Into Heaven-Ascension

T

he Feast of the Ascension of Christ was celebrated this past
May 13th. This feast does not have a set date, as some of the
feasts do. Its date depends on when we celebrate Pascha.
We celebrate Pascha (the white altar coverings, the singing of “Christ
is Risen” and other Paschal hymns) for 40 days. This is due to the fact
that Christ appeared to His followers over a period of 40 days after
He rose from the dead. On the 40th day, He ascended into heaven.
He promised His Disciples that He would send the comforter, the
Holy Spirit, to guide them, and gave them the great commission to
go forth and preach the Gospel, baptizing all nations in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
The icon for the feast of the Ascension uses many bright colors to
represent the joy of the feast. Jesus is shown in a mandoria, which is
a round type of design. He blesses with His right hand, and holds a
scroll in His left, representing His teaching. This icon shows that
Jesus is the source of blessing and knowledge.
The Theotokos is in the center of the icon, directly under Christ.
She is in a gesture of prayer, but her outstretched arms also show that
she represents the Church, awaiting Christ’s second coming.
She is surrounded by the apostles. While the Theotokos is shown to
be very calm, the apostles appear to be looking around, unsure of
things. This is to express the uncertainty they felt as Christ departedan uncertainty that would leave them with the coming of the Holy
Spirit on the Feast of Pentecost.
The Theotokos and the Apostles represent the entire Church, and
Christ is above them because Christ is the head of the Church.

Get Out There!
winter they joined the residents and some parishioners from Long Island for
a soup distribution in Manhattan. Moved by the experience, the youth group
took up a collection among themselves during Lent to help the Emmaus
House. The original plan was to mail the offering to the Mission, but they instead decided to volunteer for an hour or two with the spring cleaning project and present the gift in person.
It is absolutely amazing how much can be accomplished by nine people in a
few hours. Shelves were stocked, candle stands and lampadas were polished,
floors were scrubbed and gardens were prepared for spring planting. All that
plus they offered a panachida for the mission’s founder, the reposed priest
David and they were back on the road heading home by noon!
On a chance meeting a week later with some youth from Saint Michael’s in
Freeland, Pa, it was decided to join together for another outing, perhaps to a
local monastery for a chance to pray together or even to lend a hand with
some work they need to accomplish. It is surprisingly easy to organize these
one day trips. Find a destination, ask an adult to provide transportation, announce the event and then go! Whether the turnout is 3 or 30, it will be an
adventure that will truly inspire.

I

t is easy to stick to your routine, visit the same places and talk to the same
people, but it can be a challenge to go beyond that routine. We all get accustomed to this, particularly in Church--up early Sunday, Liturgy, Sunday School, talk with some friends and back home by one o’clock. How about
a change of pace? How about something different? It doesn’t have to be hard,
exotic, or even require a lot of planning! In April, seven students and two
adults from Saint John the Baptist in Rahway NJ did just that: they changed
things up a bit!
Saturdays are usually busy this time of year, but they made use of a few hours
by waking up early and getting on the road for a quick trip into New York City.
Their destination was the Emmaus House in West Harlem. The Emmaus
House is a mission center for those in need. The house has a few rooms if you
need to get off the street, a kitchen used to make soup which is distributed to
the homeless, a small vegetable garden and a Free -Store full of clothing and
basic necessities. All of this plus an Orthodox Chapel is contained in one
Brown Stone in the heart of the city. Word was out that during the last two
Saturdays in April a spring cleaning was going to happen.
The youth from Saint John’s were not strangers to the Emmaus House. Last
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Protodeacon Youhas Celebrates 25 Years
AMBRIDGE, PA--On the Sunday of
the Holy Myrrh-bearing Women, His
Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas
paid an archpastoral visit to St. John
the Baptist Church in Ambridge, PA
to pay honor to the Reverend Protodeacon John S. Youhas on the occasion of his 25th Anniversary in the
Holy Diaconate.
In preparation for the Sunday Liturgy,
Vespers was sung on Saturday afternoon, at which His Eminence
presided; the first gift that was presented to the Silver Jubilarian, a set of
silver deacon's vestments, was blessed
at the service so that the Protodeacon
could wear them the next morning
for the Divine Liturgy. This offering
was a collective gift from his cousins.
The ordination of Protodeacon John
was the first ordination by (then)
Bishop Nicholas, newly enthroned as
our Diocesan Hierarch (on Bright
Friday, April 19, 1986), only ten days
later on April 28. Youhas was the first
to serve as the personal deacon to His
Grace, serving in that capacity for ten
years, traveling with the Bishop all
across the Diocese and beyond its
borders wherever and whenever he
was needed. He was also the first to
receive the dignity of Protodeacon of
the Diocese. During that time he
served as Prefect of our Christ the
Saviour Seminary. With the bishop's
blessing, he also taught an adult
Bible study class at the seminary,
which was very popular and well-received by Cathedral parishioners.
Deacon John, son of John and
Kathryn (Pribish) Youhas, is a graduate of Hopewell High School, Robert
Morris University, and our Christ the
Saviour Seminary. He also spent two
years in residence at the Annunciation
Monastery in Tuxedo Park, NY.
Joining the Metropolitan at the altar
that morning were the host pastor,
the Very Reverend Robert J. Prepelka,
and family members, Protopresbyter
William Conjelko, who is married to

Protodeacon John Youhas is pictured with Metropolitan Nicholas on April 28, 1986--his day of ordination to the Diaconate.

the deacon's cousin, Pani Charlotte
(Pribish) and the Very Reverend John
R. Pribish, another cousin. Also present for the Liturgy was the Very Reverend Protopresbyter John P. Gido,
Pastor Emeritus of the parish, along
with his family. In addition, students
from Christ the
Saviour Seminary,
Joseph Gingrich,
Jonathan Bannon, Mark Wisnosky, and Will
Bennett assisted
the clergy in the
altar. His Eminence was greeted
with the traditional bread and
salt by parish
council president
Robert Willgruber and Father
Robert with the
hand cross. Many relatives of the deacon traveled from far-away places to
celebrate this Anniversary, especially
his sister and brother-in-law, Bonnie
and Ron Raible, from South Carolina.

blem of the double-headed eagle on
the amvon before the Royal Doors.
This elegant work of art was donated
by Eleanor (Schober) Dussling in
memory of her mother + Anna
(Burik) Schober and her husband +
Archon Eric H. Dussling. The traditional mosaic art
form was handcrafted by a Pittsburgh area Greek
Or thodox
woman, Magdalini Paleos and
was
installed
shortly before the
Nativity of our
Lord last December.

the manner in which they were ordained by the Apostles; it was most
appropriate that this was also the prescribed reading for the day, the third
Sunday of Pascha. Further on, the
Metropolitan outlined the seven pillars of diaconal service that have supported the Church of Christ
throughout all of her history; they are:
liturgical service, ministry to the
faithful, careful attention to the bishops of the Church in piety and reverence, attention to the order of Divine
Services, the deacon's care for widows
and orphans, respect for all of the
clergy - bishops, priests, and fellow
deacons, and personal devotion to
one's family and relatives. He pointed
out how Deacon John had fulfilled all
of these holy tasks in his twenty-five
years of service to the Holy Orthodox
Church and our Carpatho-Russian
Diocese.

Following the liturgical celebrations,
a testimonial dinner was hosted in
honor of the deacon by his family,
parishioners of St. John's Church,
friends and relatives at Franzee's and
Javy's Restaurant in Ambridge. Coordinating the program as Master of
Ceremonies was John Righetti, past
president of the parish council and
national president of the CarpathoRusyn Society. The Church School
children warmly welcomed Metropolitan Nicholas with a bouquet of
In his homily for roses and kind words. Offering emothe day, Metro- tional words of the toast to her
politan Nicholas brother was his sister Bonnie Raible.
spoke in general Later, the Protodeacon responded to
of diaconal serv- everything that had transpired over
ice in the Church and then specifi- the weekend, offering many words of
cally of this deacon's work: "The gratitude to all who made the event
six-winged Seraphim and the many- possible and memorable and of the
eyed Cherubim rejoice because this joy that filled his heart. In conclusion,
deacon's voice has been raised all presentations were made on behalf of
these years to proclaim the good tid- the parish, the Senior and Junior
After the reading of the Holy Gospel, ings of the Gospel." His Eminence A.C.R.Y. chapters, and the teachers
Metropolitan Nicholas blessed the quoted from the Acts of the Apostles and children of the Religious Educanewest addition to the adornment of (6:3-6) the record of the calling of the tion Program, as well as many indithe church, a beautiful mosaic em- first seven deacons of the Church and vidual remembrances as tokens and
love and respect for this native son.

The members of Protodeacon John Youhas' family who were in attendance for the Jubilee Liturgy.

His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas honors long time parishioner and steadfast supporter of the diocese, Mrs. Eleanor Dussling who donated the cost of inlaid Byzantine double-headed eagle mosaic which
was recently installed on the Solea Floor.
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New Diocesan Mission Established in
Columbus
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Sins Against Nature and God:
We Are All Accountable for Ignoring the Global
Consequences of Environmental Exploitation

Members of Holy Cross Mission are pictured following Paschal Services.

COLUMBUS, OHIO--With the opening of the Orthodox Mission Community of the Holy Cross, central Ohio now has an established Capatho-Russian Orthodox presence. Currently housed in two units of an office complex
located at 2548 Billingsley Road in northwest Columbus, the mission is home
to a growing congregation of 35 souls and serves the Columbus metropolitan
area.
Pastoring the new community is Fr. Kevin Greenwood, himself recently received as a priest of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese. Fr.
Kevin was a Roman Catholic priest for 16 years before being received into the
Orthodox Church in America in 2006 and in to our diocese earlier this spring.
“Many of our members can trace their origins to the Carpatho-Russian Orthodox tradition, but have attended other Orthodox churches because there
was no ACROD parish in central Ohio. For many of our group, it seems very
much like a homecoming,” observed Fr. Kevin. “There is a great deal of excitement and gratitude for the opportunity to found this mission among our
parishioners, including those of us who are new to the customs of the
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Church. It is a truly joyous time for us all.”
In only the few short weeks since its founding, the community has pooled its
resources to create a prayerful and reverent worship space. “It’s inspiring to me
as a priest to be a part of a community that has worked so hard to make this
mission a reality. There’s lot of faith here,” remarked Fr. Kevin.
Among those who helped to bring Holy Cross into existence is the mission’s
Secretary, Julie Tkach Hesse. Julie is the granddaughter of the late Monsignor
Fr. Paul Tkach. When asked about how she thought her grandfather might
react to her being a founding member of Holy Cross, she replied: “In 1938 my
grandfather uprooted his wife and three children from a parish he was serving
in Detroit, Michigan in order to establish a Carpatho-Russian Orthodox parish
in Sharon, Pennsylvania, namely St. John's C.R. Orthodox Church. I believe
he would be pleased to know that his granddaughter would have the opportunity to carry on the work of growing the Orthodox faith, and I pray that our
newly formed mission here in Columbus will become a thriving Orthodox
community.”
Lending his almost 50 years of priestly ministry in ACROD to the new mission is the Very Rev. Protopresbyter Paul Herbert of Mount Vernon. “Fr. Paul,
his wife Pani Eleanor and their daughter Ruth are blessings to our mission,”
commented Fr. Greenwood. “They have so much to share from years devoted
to serving Christ’s Church, that we have a personal treasury of lived faith from
which to draw.”
At present, Confessions, Vespers and the Divine Liturgy are served on a weekly
basis, as well as the Feasts of the Church. Religious Education for adults and
youth is slated to begin this fall, along with a series of inquiry sessions for
those interested in the Orthodox Faith. You can follow activities at the mission by visiting “Holy Cross Orthodox Mission, Columbus, Ohio” on Facebook or logging onto www.holycrossorhtodox.com.

Parishioners of Holy Cross Mission enjoy their blessed Paschal foods following Resurrection Services.

O

nce again, in a matter only of a few years, the eyes of the world are turned
with suspense toward the Gulf Coast. Sadly, the oil spill is following a
path similar to Hurricane Katrina and threatening the coast of Louisiana as
well as neighboring states.
As citizens of God's creation, we perceive this monumental spill of crude oil
in the oceans of our planet as a sign of how far we have moved from the purpose of God's creation. Our immediate reaction is to pray fervently for the
urgent and efficient response to the current crisis, to mourn painfully for the
sacrifice of human life as well as for the loss of marine life and wildlife, and to
support the people and communities of the region, whose livelihood directly
depends on the fisheries of the Gulf.
But as the first bishop of the world's second-largest Christian Church, we also
have a responsibility not only to pray, but also to declare that to mistreat the
natural environment is to sin against humanity, against all living things, and
against our creator God. All of us -- individuals, institutions, and industries
alike -- bear responsibility; all of us are accountable for ignoring the global
consequences of environmental exploitation. Katrina -- we knew -- was a natural calamity. This time -- we know -- it is a man-made disaster. One deepwater
pipe will impact millions of lives in several states as well as countless businesses
and industries.
Therefore, we must use every resource at our disposal to contain this disaster.
But we must also use every resource to determine liability for the fact that 11
people have died and 5,000 barrels of oil are flowing daily into the delicate
ecology of the Gulf of Mexico. In exchange for the benefits and wealth generated by deep underwater drilling, individuals, institutions, and industries
assume responsibility for protecting the earth and its creatures from the wellknown potential hazards. In this instance, they have clearly failed in those responsibilities; that failure must be acknowledged and strong measures taken to
avert future catastrophes.
Although we are halfway around the world from this incident, our interest in
it is deeply personal. We visited Louisiana and its bayous only four months
after its devastation by Hurricane Katrina and we returned there just last October to convene our Eighth Religion, Science, and the Environment Symposium, "Restoring Balance: The Great Mississippi," in New Orleans. At that
time, we noted:
Although the time we have been on the planet is insignificant in the context
of the life of the planet itself, we have reached a defining moment in our story.
Let us remember that, whoever we are, we all have our part to play, our sacred
responsibility to the future. And let us remember that our responsibility grows
alongside our privileges; we are more accountable the higher we stand on the
scale of leadership. Our successes or failures, personal and collective, determine the lives of billions. Our decisions, personal and collective, determine the
future of the planet.
In the spirit of responsibility, the White House and certain Congressional leaders have declared that, before beginning new offshore drilling for oil, there
must be greater understanding of the environmental impact and responsibility for such endeavors. We support this approach. For, as confident as interested parties were that a disaster like this could not occur because of watertight
controls and fail-safe mechanisms installed, those controls and mechanisms
failed, with the horrific results we witness unfolding each day.
Until such understanding and responsibility have been determined, may God
grant us all the strength to curtail the spill, the resources to support the region,
and the courage to make the necessary changes so that similar tragedies may
be avoided in the future.
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LANSFORD, PA--After a traditional Egg Hunt, the students and friends of
Saint Nicholas Sunday School of Lansford, PA shared their Paschal joy with
home-bound parishioner Mrs. Dorothy Turcmanovich. They presented her
with a hand-crafted triptych of the Virgin and Child. They all prayed the
"Hail Mary" together and greeted her with "Christ is risen."

RAHWAY, NJ--Five Students from Saint John the Baptist in Rahway NJ completed their first confssion class; Emma and Abigale Tamburello, Karenna Breslow, Max Backaletz, Matthew Mallick and Dmitri Lee. Following the
completion of their class room studies, the students were honored during the
Liturgy on April 25th and presented with prayer books. The pastor of Saint
John's is Rev. Andrew Fetchina and their instructor is Sophia Alexander.

STRATFORD, CT--Samantha Schulte and Sarah Tartaglio received the Sacrament of First Confession on Saturday, April 10th and then received their First
Communion after Confession on Sunday, April 11th at St. John's Church
(Silver Lane), Stratford, CT. They are surrounded by their pastor, V. Rev.
Michael Macura, subdeacons and altarboys.

EAST PITTSBURGH, PA-- Robert Perevuznik, Sr. and his wife Catherine,
celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary on February 28, 2010 at St. John
the Baptist Church in East Pittsburgh. They were awarded a hramota from
His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, during the service of thanksgiving and
blessing after the Divine Liturgy that day.

RAHWAY, NJ--Marine Steven Tsoukalas graduated Book Camp in April and
will continue training in the United States Armed Forces. The Tsoukalas family attended Liturgy together and Steven was blessed and prayers were offered
for his saftey Marine Steven Tsoukalas is pictured with his parents Constantine and Maryann and his priest Rev. Andrew Fetchina. The Tsoukalas family are members of Saint John the Baptist in Rahway, NJ.

Are You a Rusyn Living Near Lake Michigan?

And wondering just who the Rusyns or Carpatho-Russians are? The Lake
Michigan Chapter of the Carpatho-Rusyn Society, a national organization
that seeks to preserve the culture and traditions of our ancestors, invites you
to join us for “Who are the Rusyns?” on Saturday, June 12 at 1 p.m. There is
no charge for the presentation at Sts. Peter and Paul Orthodox Church in Burr
Ridge, Illinois.
John Righetti, president of the Carpatho-Rusyn Society and member of St.
John’s Carpatho-Rusyn Church in Ambridge, Pennsylvania, will deliver an informative, entertaining and easy-to-understand answer to the questions many
of us have wondered about for years. He is well-known as a valuable resource
on Carpatho-Rusyn culture and customs both here and abroad.
Sts. Peter and Paul is located at 6980 County Line Road just off Interstate 55.
Directions are available on the church’s website: www.stpeterandstpaulorthodoxchurch.org.
Additional information is available from Father William and Pani Charlotte
FARMVILLE, VA--Pictured above are some of the faithful of the new St. P. Conjelko at 219/947-2375 and on the Carpatho-Rusyn Society website:
James Mission in Farmville, Virginia, at a recent organizational meeting.
www.c-rs.org.
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-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

begin?

We begin to share with others how
Christ responded to our prayers when
our son was sick. We begin to share
with others how He has been patient
with us despite our having hurt others
and at times having spoken badly of
others. I share how He has helped me
through the death of my mother, the
death of my child, the death of my
spouse. I share with others how when
I was at my lowest point, when I felt
completely alone on earth, God sent
into my life someone to help me who
was completely unexpected. I share
with others how every time I hear a
particular Gospel lesson, I cry because
somewhere in me it finds a heart
ready to hear it. In other words, I
share with others exactly where the
Kingdom of God has “broken” into
my life; where I absolutely know and
believe God to be in my life, where
our Lord Jesus Christ has helped me,
comforted me, healed me, led me,
taken care of me and others in my life.
When we begin to share with others
these elements of our lives, the Good
News of the Kingdom of God becomes very real, very tangible, very
relevant, very meaningful in an otherwise disbelieving world. When we
begin to share with others our faith,
not by telling them about our saving
doctrine, canons, or Ecumenical
Councils, but by telling them where
we see Christ in our life, they will
begin to wonder where Christ is in
their life and that is the beginning of
their journey to faith.

The Kingdom of God has come, Jesus
Christ brought it with Him, and that
Kingdom came in power attested to
by many miracles of healing, of resurrection and of deliverance. The Kingdom of God is very active in our lives
to this day if we are willing to see it.
When we know this and love our
God for this, His saving activity in
our lives, we will begin to share it with
others. And when we begin to just
desire to share it, God will provide us
those with whom to share it. He will
not abandon us or leave us without
the ability to be His witnesses in the
world. After all, He has made us a
promise to be with us so long as we
do go into the world to share our
We get so caught up in what to say in faith, knowing that He has all power
order to share our faith, that we don’t in heaven and on earth (Matthew
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28:18ff ).
Are we truly the Church if we are not
sharing our faith with the world? Are
we truly a parish if we are not at least
willing to share our saving faith with
a world so desperately in need of it?
Are we truly an Orthodox Christian
if we cannot see where Jesus Christ
and His Kingdom have come into our
life and then share it with others? If
we do not share the treasure of our
faith with others, we are not the
Church, the parish, or the Orthodox
Christian God calls us, and commands us, to be. Rather we are those
who have received a treasure and
buried it, hoping the Master will not
be angry with us when He demands
an accounting of what has been entrusted to us.
The Apostles Peter and John “[could
not] but speak of what [they had]
seen and heard;” likewise with all the
Apostles, likewise with the entire history of our Church. This history of
our beloved Orthodox Church is a
missionary history. We are called to
be a part of that vibrant and active
tradition. We begin by just being
willing to share our faith. We begin
by sharing with others where our
Lord and His Kingdom have come
into our lives as He gives us to see it.
We begin humbly, by acknowledging
in all things that it is God’s Spirit at
work within us and through us. So
we make a beginning and God Himself will bring such a beginning to a
conclusion favorable in His sight. As
St. Paul says, “One sows, another
reaps, but God provides the growth.”
If God so wills that someone be converted to the Faith, that is His business, so to speak. We do not make
converts. God makes converts. He
will decide if someone needs to be
converted. We are called only to share
our faith, to be His witnesses in a
world which so desperately needs us
to be His witnesses. We share our
faith without any anxiety about conversion or church growth. We share
what we have been given and when
we do we become the Church, the
parish, the Orthodox Christian that
our Lord calls us to be.
Father Stephen Loposky

Best Wishes are extended to Father John
Pribish on the 40th
Anniversary of his Ordination to the Priesthood and to Father
John and Pani Eleanor
Pribish on their 40th
Wedding Anniversary!
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Well, we do not begin with the doctrine of the Tri-hypostatic Union of
the Godhead, nor with the doctrine
of the Incarnation as expressed in the
1st Ecumenical Council, nor with the
Iconoclastic Controversy and how the
defenders of the faith expressed in
concrete terms how icons were not
only useful but absolutely necessary
to the Church. We begin more
humbly. We begin by revealing to
others where Christ is in our life;
where the Kingdom of God has come
into our life as far as we are able to
see, feel and believe it. What does
that mean?

say anything. The Apostles Peter and
John couldn’t help but speak about
the Kingdom of God. The entire
band of Apostles spoke to the people
about the Kingdom of God and the
mighty works of God. St. Paul was
under house arrest in Rome at the end
of his life and it is recorded that he
“welcomed all who came to him,
preaching the kingdom of God and
teaching about the Lord Jesus
Christ…” (Acts 28:30-31). But I
cannot speak about the kingdom of
God or teach about Jesus Christ as St.
Paul did. Yes you can. Yes we can.
We can speak about where we see that
kingdom in our life and where we
find Christ in our life. Hasn’t God
answered our prayers? Hasn’t He
filled us with great spiritual joy at
Pascha? Hasn’t He helped us through
pain and suffering? Hasn’t He comforted us when we were despairing or
depressed? Hasn’t He protected our
children, our parents, our friends in
ways we can and cannot see? Hasn’t
He healed those for whom we have
prayed and brought them through
surgeries, car accidents, and tragedies?
God is in our lives, we just have to see
Him and then be willing to share that
insight with others. This is what the
Apostles did, this is what our Church
has done for 2 millennia. It has taken
the Good News of Jesus Christ, the
Gospel of the Kingdom of God, and
made it completely meaningful, completely relevant in the everyday lives
of people throughout the world.
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2010 Diocesan
Altar Boy Retreat
JOHNSTOWN, PA - His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas has
announced that plans are underway
for the Annual Altar Boy's Retreat,
which will take place from June 2730, 2010 at Christ the Saviour Seminary and Cathedral. The Very Rev.
David Cochran has been appointed
director of this year's retreat.
This year the participants will be
studying and discussing the life of
Joseph. In addition to participation
in daily prayers, liturgical services,
classes, and instruction in Plain
Chant, the particpants will be
hosted on Monday, June 28, by the
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish of Windber, PA where they will enjoy swimming, sports, other recreational
activities, and a barbeque.
On Tuesday all will participate in
the Divine Liturgy in the Diocesan
Cathedral and after brunch and
classes, will board the buses for a
trip to a local amusement park.
This year, you will again be able to
watch the retreat liturgy live (Tuesday June 29 at 9:00 am) and by demand on our Diocesan Website at
http://www.acrod.org/organizations/c
athedral/live. We will also post photos during or immediately following
the retreat.
All parishes of the Diocese are urged
to underwrite the $85.00 participation fee for their altarservers, recognizing that the altar boy of today
may very well be the priest of tommorow!
All parish priests are kindly asked to
send the completed registration
forms for each of their altar boys attending by June 12, 2010 - with a
check payable to the Altar Boy Retreat in the amount of $85.00 per
participant to:
Very Rev. David Cochran
40 Beaver Dam Rd.
Stratford, CT 06614
For additional information on the
Altar Boy's Retreat, please contact
Fr. David Cochran at (203)-3851020 or at pdavidcochran@msn.com.

