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Archpastoral Letter on the Nativity in the Flesh
of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ
Office of the Metropolitan

own heart and soul. While we
view the two feasts as separate
events, they do share a commonality which unites them and all of
the celebrations of this forty-day
period and beyond. And that
motif pertains to the law, and the
fulfillment of and obedience to
the law.

312 Garfield Street
Johnstown, Pennsylvania

Beginning with the above epistle
verse, the Holy Apostle Paul tells
us that God the Father sent His
Son, Jesus Christ, into the world
as a human male. In order to do
so, He, God Himself, became
obedient to the law of nature, the
Creator entering into creation in
Prot N. 201
the same manner that every
human being must. This is a profound concept of our Christian
Very Reverend Protopresbyters,
theology. Since man brought
Very Reverend and Reverend Faabout his own downfall, he had
thers, and dearly-beloved faithful
to accept the responsibility for it
of our God-saved Diocese:
and had to play a part in his own
redemption. But he was totally
CHRIST IS BORN!
incapable of doing that; God
GLORIFY HIM!
alone could redeem mankind.
The Son of God united Himself
with humanity through this
“But when the fullness of time
miraculous and unusual birth,
had come, God sent forth His Son,
becoming what He had not been
born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the
before; now He is the God-man (Theanthropos). He was a human man
law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.”
in every way except sin. And through Him our eternal salvation was acGalatians 4:4
complished! The Nativity was not an imaginary event nor a phantasm,
“not in semblance or guise” as a hymn of our Church says, but a true
ast year, at this festive time, I received a Christmas card which many human birth. Early heresies attempted to dispute and disprove this, but
people, I’m sure, would have found quite unusual, and yet for us Or- failed. The Orthodox Church clearly and precisely proclaimed the truth
thodox Christians, it was very appropriate. It did not depict the Christ of this dogma. Unfortunately many people have once again succumbed
Child in the cave surrounded by the Theotokos and Joseph, nor the ado- to these errors in recent decades.
ration of the shepherds or the Magi, nor even hosts of angels singing the Not only did our Lord submit to the laws of nature, he also fulfilled the
praises of God. Instead, it revealed the 40-day old Messiah, held in the prescriptions of His own religious laws; first, that of circumcision, which
arms of the righteous Elder Symeon, while His parents looked on. We initiated Him into the Hebrew faith. He did not try to circumvent this
know, of course, that this is the Feast that we now call the Meeting of the ritual of which He had no need; instead He embraced it. Listen to other
Lord in the Temple. The image was not an Orthodox icon, but it was a hymns of our Holy Church:
rather realistic portrayal of this event, and one which struck a chord in my

Christ is Born!

L

-cont’d on page 3
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Christ’s Nativity is our Communion

T

he recent genius of Orthodox
theology, Dr. David Bentley
Hart, asks in his book “The Beauty of
the Infinite” the rhetorical question,
“Do we really possess identity apart
from relation?” His point was that we
do not. It is a modern phenomenon
to assume there is an absolute distinction between one’s identity and one’s
relation to all others. Even in a fallen
world, each human being is not an island by himself.

and death. In self-sacrifice He was
never alone; He was always relating to
others and He still does. Jesus freely
gave up His life for the life of the
world and this is what He reveals the
word “relational” to mean.

But do you know what Allen and Violet did with their lottery prize? They
gave it away—not some of their winnings…not most of their winnings…ALL of their winnings!
Instead of spending it on themselves—instead of choosing to live in
a more lavish manner—they decided
to make donations to several local
churches…to public cemeteries for
upkeep…to fire departments…to the
Salvation Army…to the Red
Cross…to hospitals…to organizations doing research to find cures for
diseases like cancer and diabetes. (Violet, you see, is a cancer survivor.)
When asked why they would do
something so unconventional, this

God is revealed as the God of love.
But it is not just any kind of love; it is
a love of pure selflessness, humility
and meekness. It is a love of communion, interaction and relationship,
a Trinitarian love. God is not just a
Before Christ, all religions believed lone entity floating around the sky,
there was a distinction between one’s not an island by Himself. The Father
identity and one’s relationships. Each eternally begets the Son and the Holy
individual human was regarded as an Spirit eternally proceeds from the Faisland by himself. His interactions ther even while being fully one in
with other people were viewed ac- essence- one power, one energy, one
cording to how they affected him. will, one thought, etc.
How can a marriage honor me? How The Church Fathers teach us that
can this transaction improve my sta- Trinitarian love is a giving love, not a
tus? How can the gods benefit me or self-serving love, not a love without
my race? As a result, non-Christian others. Thus, the Holy Trinity does
societies never invented hospitals, not want to simply love and serve
ended slavery, institutionalized chari- Himself. He also wants to create othties, honored women, treated prison- ers to partake of His others-oriented
ers-of-war humanely, served the love, to expand the unification of
helpless or attempted to seek the good identity with relation.
of others before that of the self. Only
God became Man and the Holy Spirit
the Church since its inception has
came to the Church on Pentecost.
ever begun or debated such things.
The more relational difference there
The reason why the Church seeks to is, the more unity there is, as in the
expand the doctrine of selflessness to case of husbands with wives, parents
its fullest extent is because of the Na- with children, priests with parishtivity of Jesus Christ. The Word of ioners, bishops with bishops, friends
God could have simply appeared on with friends, God with man, etc. The
the earth as a full-blown adult with- Body of Christ is made up of many
out having gone through infancy, members, as well as an array of relachildhood, schooling, Scripture stud- tionships, and they are all one in the
ies, etc. He could have appeared with Lord. (1 Corinthians 12) A person is
no relation to anyone or anything not just an identity; he is an identity
else. But He did not do this. Angels and a relation.
announced His Nativity. The Holy
Each of us has an identity and it is in
Spirit overshadowed the Virgin Mary.
Christ and His Church. In a vision,
The Word was united with physical
the Lord Jesus tells St. John the Theflesh in her womb. St. Joseph and the
ologian, “He who overcomes….I will
Theotokos cared for this Baby and
write on him the name of My God
raised Him for years. And He needed
and the name of the city of My God,
and wanted these relationships.
the New Jerusalem…..And I will
When the Lord was an adult, He write on him My new name.” (Revecared for others too. He did not run lation 3:12) But the one who overoff in seclusion to save the universe by comes through Christ will be given “a
mental power. He was in constant in- white stone, and on the stone a new
teraction with the Father. When He name written, which no one knows
was 30 years old, He gave up a family except him who receives it.” (Revelaand career in order to save others tion 2:17) Thanks to the Father
from ignorance and the sting of sin

-cont’d on page 8

-cont’d on page 9

Living “Large!”
here is an elderly couple named
Allen and Violet Large, who live
out in the country in Nova Scotia.
They are both in their late 70’s, and
have worked hard all of their lives. For
years Allen labored as a welder, while
Violet worked in a cosmetic factory.
Four months ago, something happened to them that I’m sure all of us
have dreamt about: Allen and Violet
won $11,255,000.00 in a Canadian
Lottery! Now seriously: what would
you do if you won over 11 million
dollars? Quitting our job would probably be high on our “to do” list. I suspect some of us might go on a
“spending spree to end all spending
sprees” and purchase everything we
never could quite afford. We would
take the “eat, drink and merry” approach to life that the rich fool in one
of our Lord’s parables took, and certainly with 11 million dollars, we
would be able to do so. Allen and Violet Large had lived very modestly
throughout their many years of mar-
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riage, and surely no one would have
faulted them if they moved from their
19th century home into a mansion or
traded in their 13 year old car for
something more luxurious. After all,
that’s what people are supposed to do
when they become millionaires, isn’t
it?
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“As the Fulfiller of the law, and One in nowise opposed to God, Christ showed
Himself to be incarnate, and has deigned of His own will to be circumcised on the
eighth day.”

Christ the
Saviour
Cathedral

“The all-good God was not ashamed to be circumcised with the circumcision of the
flesh, but provided Himself as an example and pattern for all, for their salvation.”
On the fortieth day, again He was obedient to those God-given laws which directed the people to present their male infants to God as an offering of thanksgiving. “Now when the days of her purification (the Virgin Mary’s) according
the law of Moses were completed, they brought Him to Jerusalem to present
Him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every male who opens
the womb shall be called holy to the Lord’) and to offer a sacrifice according
to what is said in the law of the Lord, ‘A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons’” (Luke 2:22-24).
“Receive, O Symeon, Him Whom Moses beheld in the gloom of Sinai giving the
law, and Who has become a Babe, submitting to the law...” and

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, GOD AND SAVIOUR
JESUS CHRIST
THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD, GOD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST

“He Who loves mankind, fulfilling the law of the Scriptures, is now borne into the
temple...”
are but portions of the many stichiri which emphasize this truth,
At age twelve, after having been found in the temple, preaching to and teaching the elders, we learn that “He (Jesus) went down with them to Nazareth and
was subject to them (his parents)…” In this we see the laws of society and
family to which God was also obedient!
The Gospels continue to inform us that the Christ, the Son of God, was baptized, prayed, fasted, attended Sabbath worship every week, gave alms, celebrated all of the Jewish festivals; in essence, He was obedient to the law in
every detail. He is God, and He sets the example for us to follow! By being subservient to the laws, He demonstrated His own love of God the Father and His
obedience to Him, even though He was equal to Him!
Thus, it is that once again our God, the Child of Bethlehem, sets the example for us to follow. So often today, people, even faithful people, do not want
to obey the laws of God, of nature, of the Church, of our families, or of society. They are tempted to set them aside or toss them out altogether in deference to their own standards and egos, insisting that they can do without many
of the laws that do not really apply to them and because they know better
what is best for them.
But when we pause to contemplate that our loving Saviour, the Son of God
Himself, submitted to laws when, as God, He was certainty not obligated to
do so, He shows us the way, because He is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life”
(John 4:6). Laws have been established for the good and welfare of humanity,
and when we are obedient to them, we are successful and do well in life,
whether our physical or spiritual life. Being obedient to and submitting our
often-stubborn self-will to the will of God, then we learn and practice one of
the greatest virtues that the Incarnation calls us to learn; that is, or course,
HUMILITY! God as a tiny human baby is the HEIGHT OF HUMILITY!!!
As children of God, it is our sacred duty to continue to study the Laws of God
daily and for all the days of our lives, and to obey them without reservation,
because our God loves us and cares for us that much! Each of us needs to
recommit ourselves to obedience of the laws of God so that we will be imitators of His own humility.
What the angels announced on that Holy Night two millennia ago, and what
was revealed to the world, finds its culmination and fulfillment throughout
this entire season. The message is the
same; may we learn it and live it.
Beseeching peace, great joy, good
health, and salvation for you and
yours and imparting my archpastoral
blessing upon each of you on this glorious and saving Feast, I remain

2011 Schedule of Services
January 5
January 6

CHRISTMAS EVE IN THE CATHEDRAL
10:30 PM

Nativity Compline

11:30 PM

Ringing of the Chimes of Christmas Eve

11:45 PM

Medley of Christmas Carols by the Cathedral
Choir

January 7

Nativity of Our Lord, God and Saviour
Jesus Christ
12 Midnight - Nativity Divine Liturgy of St.
John Chrysostom
Celebrant: His Eminence,
Nicholas

Metropolitan

9:00 AM - Nativity Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom
Celebrant: Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro assisted by Protodeacon Gregory Benc
January 8

Feast of the Synaxis of the Mother of God
9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy

January 9

Feast of the Great Martyr Stephen
9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy

January 13

6:00 PM - Great Vespers of the Feast of St.
Basil

January 14

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy on the Feast of St.
Basil

January 17

6:00 PM - Royal Hours of Theophany (Metropolitan’s Chapel)

January 18

Vigil of Theophany
7:30 AM - Vespers and Liturgy of St. Basil
(Metropolitan’s Chapel)
7:00 PM - Compline of Theophany in the
Cathedral and Blessing of the
Water

January 19

Most sincerely yours in the Christ
Child,

Theophany of Our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ
9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy
Blessing of Cathedral and Faithful with the
newly-Sanctified water

January 20
+Metropolitan Nicholas

6:00 PM - Royal Hours of the Nativity
Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord
7:30 AM - Vespers and Liturgy of St. Basil
Strict Fast Day

Feast of the Synaxis of St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy

Page 4

THE CHURCH MESSENGER

The Blind Saint With Sight
SAINT MATRONA OF MOSCOW
(1885-1952)
The prayer of a righteous man has great power in its effects
(James 5:16).

S

he was blind from birth, but from a very young age Blessed Matrona was
filled with the gift of the Holy Spirit to be able to clearly see the sins and
passions and even the thoughts of people who came to her. Born totally without eyes she was blessed with the ability to foretell future events. This simple, illiterate woman, born in a remote Russian village in a poor peasant family
is now known and honored throughout Russia as a powerful intercessor before
the Lord and a worker of miracles but is less well known here in America.
Blessed Matrona was born in the village of Sebeno, about 300 kilometers
south of Moscow in 1885. She was
the fourth child born into a poor family and was initially seen as another
unwelcome mouth to feed. Prior to
her birth, her mother decided to send
her to an orphanage in the nearby village of Buchalki but she had a dream
in which she felt a sign from God to
accept and care for the child. Matrona’s family lived directly across
from the village church and were a
pious family and all frequently attended services. Matrona especially
loved the church services and spent
most of her time there, literally “growing up” in the church. There in the
church she stood, riveted to one spot,
immersing herself in the worship,
learning by memory all of the hymns
and prayers of the divine services.
Even as a young child, before she
learned to talk, her parents at times
discovered her, in the middle of the
night when everyone was asleep,
pulling the icons from the family icon
corner and speaking to them in her
childish language.
Beginning around the age of 7 it
began to be noticed that when Matrona prayed for the sick they often recovered. From that time on a steady
stream of sick people from their village
and the surrounding province made their way to the family home begging
Matrona to pray for them. People came to her with a multitude of problems
and concerns besides sicknesses: loss of a job, unhappy love, what decision to
make regarding a move, psychiatric illnesses... In gratitude for the help they
received they would leave gifts of food and other items for the family. Her parents, expecting that this blind child would be an unwelcome burden on a poor
family, now realized how God was blessing their family and village with this
“handicapped” child. When she was 17 years old she lost the ability to walk,
the cause of the paralysis never discovered. She never complained of her new
handicap, but bore it as the will of God.
At the age of 14, Blessed Matrona joined a group of pilgrims who journeyed
to the city of Kronstadt to see the famed Russian priest and miracle worker,
Father John of Kronstadt. Father John, with his own gift of spiritual discernment, demanded that the crowd make a space for him to meet the teenager.
As he greeted Matrona he exclaimed: “Here goes my successor, the eighth pillar
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of Russia!”
Blessed Matrona always emphasized that it was the power of God , and not her
own that brought healing to anyone: “What, Matrona is God? Is that it? It is
God that helps!” She always prayed in a loud voice and insisted that the people who came to her have faith in God and repent of their sins. She required
that everyone who came to her wear a cross throughout their lives. She herself followed the same, strict pattern throughout her life: she devoted her
nights to prayer and her days to receiving visitors, sometimes up to forty a
day. A tiny woman, she usually sat on her bed cross-legged, while visitors
knelt before her bed. Matrona would reach out her hands and with her fingertips touch her visitors head and make the Sign of the Cross over them and
pray for them, giving a word of consolation or advice as needed. With her love
and compassion for people she held them in her arms and prayed for them as
they sobbed in pain and despair. It is said that she had a small depression on
her forehead made by her fingers because she made the Sign of the Cross so
frequently, slowly and carefully.
With her spiritual gifts she predicted the coming of the Russian Revolution
and described in detail how churches would be desecrated and closed and how
believers would be persecuted and killed. During World War II she was often
the only source of information on the safety of sons and husband who had
gone off to fight in the war. To one family she would be reassurring: “Alive!
Wait for him...” To another: “They’ve died, arrange for the burial service”.
With the ascent of the Communists Matrona’s life was in danger. In 1925 at
the age of 40 she was forced to flee to a friend’s home in the relative anonymity
of Moscow. Two of her brothers, Mikhail and Ivan had become staunch Communists and were irritated by the constant stream of the sick and the suffering coming to see their sister in the
family home. The brothers also knew
the danger they and their family faced
from the Communist authorities since
their village home had become a place
of religious pilgrimage. Here in
Moscow Matrona continued her ministry of prayer intercession for the sick
but was forced to continuously move
from apartment to apartment, one
step ahead of the Communist authorities who sought to put an end to her
popularity. She lived as a homeless
wanderer without her own home, possessions or even food, being completely dependent on what was given
to her.
Once a Communist official came to
arrest Matrona who did not leave her
residence but calmly waited for his arrival. She greeted him with a warning: “Go, go quickly, there is trouble for
you at home! A blind woman has no
place to hide. I’ll sit here on the bed, I
won’t go anywhere.” Fearful, the policeman ran home to find that his wife
had been badly burned by the stove.
He managed to get her to the hospital
and saved her life. When he returned
to his office the next day, his chief
asked him: “Well, did you get the blind
woman?” He replied: “I’m not taking
her anywhere. If that blind woman
hadn’t told me, I would have lost my
wife, but I was able to get her to the hospital in time.”
She predicted the day of her death, giving everyone instructions concerning her
funeral and burial. Until the end she frequently received Holy Confession
and Holy Communion. She remained very humble and like ordinary people
she admitted that she was afraid of her approaching death. Before her death
on May 2, 1952 she instructed those around her:
“Everyone, everyone who will come to me: tell me, as if I were alive, of your sorrows, and I will see you, and hear you, and help you. After my death few people
will visit my grave, only close friends, and when they die my grave will be abandoned. But after many years people will hear about me and come in crowds for help
in their sorrows and with requests for prayer for them to the Lord God, and I will
help everyone and listen to everyone.”
Blessed Matrona was glorified as a saint of the Orthodox Church on May 2,
-cont’d on page 5
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-Lives of the Saints, cont’d from page 4

1999. Her relics are enshrined in the Protection Monastery in Moscow where
every day hundreds of people stand in long lines to bring her their problems,
illnesses, and needs as they ask for her prayers before the throne of the Lord.
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A Mission of Lived Theology
by Subdeacon William Bennett

Her Significance

T

he life of St. Matrona reminds us that all of us are called to a life of holiness and that this is possible for all of us. She was not a nun, never attended a seminary, in fact was an illiterate, peasant woman yet was so filled
with the grace of the Holy Spirit that she was able to see people’s needs and
sins, predict the future, and perform countless miracles even after her death.
The Bible teaches that when a person is cleansed of their sinful passions and
is filled with the Holy Spirit the presence of the Spirit produces certain “gifts”
or “fruit”. These include the ability to read the hearts of people, perform miracles, predict future events... (see 1 Corinthians 12:4-11) as well as characteristics of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness... (see Galatians 5:22)
Why is it that we do not have people like her among us in America today?
Where are these people who can predict the future and perform miracles? St.
Matrona was immersed, she was “marinated” in the divine services of the
Church, spending countless hours in her village church along with hours daily
of her own private prayer. What are we in America immersed or marinated in?
To what do we devote our time? Television, internet, Facebook, movies, magazines, shopping.... The Bible also describes the “fruit” of this type of immersion: adultery, fornication, hatred, jealousy, selfish ambition, dissension...
(see Galatians 5:19) Which do you prefer in your life, the fruit which St.
Matrona had or the fruit of this world?

Thanksgiving vacation started off with a little excitement, a little uncertainty,
and I think with a little faith. Friday morning, I started packing for a little
driving trip to Toronto not knowing everything that would come. What did
I know? I knew I would be staying at The Lived Theology School (LTS,
www.livedtheologyschool.org) and helping at St. John the Compassionate Mission (www.stjohnsmission.org) whenever they needed it, for whatever time I
was there; I knew that most of the people I would meet would be for the first
time, so it would be unfamiliar ground. And finally, I knew that there was
Tropar of St. Matrona of Moscow
much that I didn’t know, so many opportunities to learn.
Chosen by the Holy Spirit from your swaddling clothes, O blessed eldress Matrona, I had met Deacon Pawel Mucha, Prefect at LTS (Lived Theology School) and
you received bodily weakness and blindness from God for spiritual cleansing. You one of his former students, Naomi Funk, back in September during the Orwere enriched with the gift of foresight and wonderworking and have been adorned thodox Inter-Seminary Movement. If you had attended week one at Camp
with an incorruptible crown from the Lord . Therefore we offer you crowns of Nazareth this past summer, you would have seen Deacon Pawel’s ordination.
praise in gratitude crying out to you: “Rejoice O righteous mother Matrona, fer- It wasn’t until OISM that we would become better acquainted, and both he
vent intercessor before God for us!
and Naomi were a constant presence throughout the meeting. At the final
night, the presentation for LTS in the Mission were given, and if you attended,
Very Rev. Fr. Edward Pehanich you know very well that it was extremely well-given and inspiring. Between the
presentation and the new friends I had made, I told them before they left to
expect me before the year was out, and I intended to hold true to that.
When I arrived, I was immediately received by another former LTS student,
Michael Luciuk. I was given the tour of Lourmel (named for where St. Maria
of Paris lived and worked) and right away, a new experience had begun. I met
more people and we began to talk about LTS and about its significance among
North American Theological schools. There was something very stirring about
it that I didn’t realize at the time, even with its proximity to the Mission and
its functions. This is not a school where you dabble in theology a bit and get
to help a few people while you’re at it, slotting community service hours; this
is something much richer. Your education at the school facility, Lourmel, and
your involvement at the Mission, as a student, and at St. Silouan Church as a
parish member, are constantly supporting each other. The Theology you learn
at LTS is Mission Theology. You learn theology, and from that streams a life
of Mission, which is then in practice at St. John’s. After all, Mission, if done
right, really is theology in practice. LTS offers something, from what little I’ve
seen, no other theological school in North America can offer more: a direct
connection between our Orthodox Church with our lives and the lives of those
in the world around us, whose eyes we rarely meet. I was a bit amazed, to put
it humbly, to find that we had anything even remotely like this within our
The Staff of The Church Messenger extends cordial greetown Diocese.
ings to His All-Holiness, Bartholomew,
My involvement at the Mission varied from Saturday and Wednesday lunch
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople;
periods to Monday and Tuesday breakfasts. I spent time cooking in the
to His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios,
kitchen, some in the dining hall, bringing food to and from the storage, and
Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
even got to visit both the thrift store and bakery tied to the mission. I have to
admit that at first, this seemed like any other charity or community service
of America & Exarch of the Ecumenical Throne;

Festal Greetings on this Feast of Our
Lord’s Nativity

to His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas of Amissos;
& to the Priests, Deacons, Seminarians, Monastics, Cantors & Choir Directors;
& to all the Faithful of the Diocesan Family
& to all of our Readers:

Christ is Born!
Glorify Him!

-cont’d on page 8

DEEPEST SYMPATHIES
ARE EXPRESSED TO:
Father Donald Valasek on the falling asleep
of his mother,
+MILDRED VALASEK

Eternal Memory!
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100th Anniversary of St. Nicholas
Church, New Castle, PA
On Sunday October 31, 2010, St. Nicholas Orthodox Church of New Castle, PA, celebrated the 100th Anniversary of its establishment. Very Rev. Protopresbyter Richard Salley, pastor of St. Nicholas Church, was joined by the
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Kenneth Bachofsky who represented His Eminence,
Metropolitan Nicholas, as well as sons of the parish, the Very Rev. Father
Michael Kabel and Fr. Robert Teklinski, and other visiting clergy.

The majestic interior of St. Nicholas Church.

FARMVILLE, VA – On November 19th, St. James Mission in Farmville, Virginia hosted the St. Petersburg Men’s Ensemble. The Russian singers, who are
currently touring the Eastern United States, put on a fundraising concert for
the mission. The parish was surprised and delighted recently to receive a donation for the Cathedral Vacation Bible School program. The children from
Christ the Saviour Cathedral in Johnstown had a special project called “Mission Project 2010” where they raised funds for a Diocesan mission parish. A
donation of $525.00 was sent to St. James.
Pictured are the clergy present for the Centennial Celebration of St. Nicholas
Church in New Castle, PA.

Protopresbyter Richard Salley is shown with Fr. Robert and Pani Peggy Teklinski and Fr. Michael and Pani Kelly Kabel.

MURPHY, NC--St. Nicholas Orthodox Mission was recently presented with
a new Gospel stand crafted by John J. Smoley of St. Nicholas Church in
Homestead, PA. The stand was donated by Beverly Shenberger, a parishioner
of St. Nicholas Mission, and her brother, David Urban, in honor of their reposed parents, Michael and Josephine Urban. Pictured above with Father
James Blomeley are David and Andrea Urban, with their grandchildren, Samuel Loposky chants the Epistle reading during the Divine Liturgy celeSamantha and Nicholas, and Anastasia, Beverly and Michael Shenberger.
brating the 100th Anniversary of St. Nicholas Church in New Castle, PA.
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Christmas in America

I

f you drive through the Lincoln Tunnel to New
York City, you get to read two signs that could
not be further apart. At the entrance, in North
Bergen New Jersey, you drive by a big sign put up
by the American Atheists. It has a silhouette of the
three Wise Men on camels, under a star. And over
this traditional scene are the words: “You KNOW
it’s a myth. This season, celebrate reason.”

that Christians had “stolen* Christmas away from
its original pagan celebration. Indeed, there had
been a pagan celebration of the Winter Solstice. In
the latter part of the fourth century, the Fathers of
the Church established the Feast of Christmas deliberately on the date of Notolis Invicti, which was
the Roman celebration of the Sun (or “Sol Invictus”). This Roman celebration was nothing like the
rather shallow and hackneyed neo-pagan re-enactments. The Roman commemoration was monotheistic, and it actually anticipated the Gospel
proclamation of the Birth of the True Son of God.

As soon as you exit the Lincoln Tunnel in the City,
you are faced by a large sign put by the Catholic
League. This one has a picture of the Holy Infant,
the Virgin Mary, and the Righteous Joseph. And
above the scene are the words: “You know it’s real. So no, there was no “theft” of a winter holiday from
the supposedly jolly pagans. The pagans were not so
This Season, Celebrate Jesus!”
jolly, and the original holiday was not so pagan.
Good for the Catholics.
The Feast of Christmas was a fulfillment of all the
The atheist organization that paid $18,500 for the
winter festivals, and a completion of every celebrasign are claiming that their feelings are hurt. They
tion.
argue that the Catholics are mocking them.
Atheists have also accused Christians of insensitivOf course this is nonsense. I do not think that we
ity and intolerance. They have sought to remove
should get too excited by the atheist billboard: these
symbols of the Nativity Story from every civil and
anti-Christmas pranks have been going on for
secular space. The word “Christ” is even removed
years. But the fact remains that their message is an
from His birthday feast: the greeting “Merry
insult to the true faith. Saying that Christmas is just
Christmas” is discouraged; and the sappy, meana made-up story is not the result of intellectual iningless “Happy Holidays” is foisted in its place. The
quiry, but is rather the silly boast of an ingrate.
American Civil Liberties Union, the People United
After all, no billboard accused the atheist of a false for the American Way, and atheists in general, claim
philosophy.
that any reminder of the Nativity Story will someThe Catholic League’s response to the atheists pro- how offend or damage those who are not Christian.
vides us an excellent model this Christmas season. They also wrongly claim that the Founding Fathers
It shows that we need to do more than just ignore of the American Republic wanted a secularized sothese silly attacks on the Nativity. It shows that we ciety, where the church confined its message behind
need to do two things.
the church doors. This idea is completely false. DeFirst, we need to pray for atheists, disbelievers and
other Scrooge’s who cannot allow themselves to be
happy about the “Reason for the Season” - that is,
the Nativity of our Lord and Saviour according to
the Flesh. The Lord commands us to love our enemies and to bless them. Accordingly, we need to
pray for these “Christmas-deniers,” so that they
might repent and be saved in the Church of God.
But while we show the American Atheist the love
and forgiveness of the Baby Jesus, and the patient
forbearance of the Lord Who will come again, we
should also respond with wisdom and confidence.
Historically, the atheist has occupied a weak intellectual position. The Gospel message of the Son of
God becoming flesh is a difficult philosophy, but
it is not weak. It is much easier to deny the Virgin
Birth and the Saving Passion and the Resurrection,
than to repent and take up one’s own cross of selfdenial. It is much easier to deny the report of the
Shepherds and the Magi than it is to enter the Orthodox Church and enlist in the life-long fight
against the passions.
People do not disbelieve the Christmas Story because of intellectual reasons. They say “Bah, humbug” because they are too afraid to leave their
sinfulness behind. Metropolitan Antony
Khrapovitsky, of blessed memory, was fond of saying that “atheists are atheists not because they have
too many thoughts, but because they have too
many passions.”
The president of the American Atheists underlined
the silliness of their position when he complained

healthcare in general are national realities only because they are first and foremost Christian inventions.
Because of the miraculous gift of the Baby Jesus,
the Church invented hospitals and food pantries
and shelters and collections of used clothing. All
these good works were the inventions of Christianity - not atheism, not secularism, not socialism nor
the free market. Christianity stands alone as the
source of all regard for the poor: the Infant Son of
God is the inspiration of all charitable generosity.
This is what the atheist chooses to ignore when he
takes down the manger, when he erases “Christ”
from “Christmas,” and when he tries to invent a replacement celebration of the cold, bleak midwinter.
I encourage you to pray for the anti-Christmas
crowd and to pity them for their joyless, cold ingratitude. It is a heavy and dark burden that they
bear.
But do not allow their efforts to be unchallenged. I
implore all of you to make this year’s Nativity celebration more Christian than ever. If anyone tells
you to say “Happy Holidays,” say “Merry Christmas” with joy and verve: better yet, say “Christos
Razdajetsja” or “Christ is Born!”

It is high time that we all become more “Christocentric” in this Christmas season. Let us praise the
Nativity of Jesus Christ in all our holiday preparations and celebrations. Let us decorate the Nativity
Icon in our homes. Let us enjoy our Christmas
trees, and not worry about the fact that the Yule
tree was once pagan. Of course it was: now we have
spite the fact that many of the Founding Fathers
“baptized” the practice and have taken it for our
were not religious at all, none of them wanted to
own. Here, the atheists are right in their accusation:
evict the church’s witness from the public square. I
we have stolen the Christmas tree from the pagans
challenge the ACLU to try as it may like to find
- and now the trees are glad in their profoundly new
any statement from early American history that
and Christian apparel.
would remotely support their anti-Christmas efLet us give generously to the poor, and remember
forts.
that St. John Chrysostom told his parishioners in
The atheistic community not only suffers from
Antioch and Constantinople that this is truly the
poor philosophy, but it is also beleaguered by
best way to keep the feast. He knew, like Charles
shoddy history. From the beginning, America has
Dickens, that the only way of repentance for
embraced the Christmas holiday, in the fullness of
Scrooge was to wake up in brightness and buy a big
its Nativity meaning. Only the Puritans rejected the
fat goose for a poor family. St. John told his flock
celebration of Christmas; and I do not think the
to spread their money with liberality and gladness,
ACLU would have much to do with them.
for is that not what God Himself did on the midIn all of this anti-Christmas campaign, there is night clear, when He so loved the world that He
sheer ignorance and academic incompetence. The gave His Only-Begotten Son, and the Angels sang
fault of insensitivity and intolerance really rests with “Peace on Earth, Good Will to Men”?
atheists, not Christians. Christmas is a time of charLet us pray for the Scrooges and the ACLU. Let us
ity and wonder. Because of God’s divine gift, and
sing proudly the joy of this Nativity Feast! Let us
because the Son of God was born to a woman who
argue patiently with the atheist and the irreligious,
was not a celebrity, neither rich nor powerful, then
with a charitable smile. Let us give open-handedly
all people - even non-Christians - are filled with the
to the poor with gladness.
joy and peace of this miraculous season.
Let us sing with the Angels. Let us run with the
And because of the miracle of Christmas, everyone
Shepherds. Let us, with the Magi, adore and bow
is inspired to give generously to the poor. I insist
down to the Newborn Christ Child, Jesus the King.
that charity in general, and our generosity to the
poor as a society, is really and only a legacy of
Christ is Born!
Christmas Day. Because God gave His Only-Begotten Son to be born in a Manger, then we in turn
Glorify Him!
have turned our face to the poor in our midst. We
have fed them. We have clothed them. We have vis+METROPOLITAN NICHOLAS
ited them in their distress. We have cared for them
in their sickness and brokenness. Welfare and
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was their simple response: “we have everything we need to be happy—why would
we spend money on anything else?” Now I guarantee you: there would be many
people who would call Allen and Violet “fools” for literally giving away a fortune but somehow I don’t think our Lord would.
Throughout His ministry, Christ emphasized that there are more important
things in life than those of material value and worth. He also clearly pointed
out that when we have been blessed with them, we must put them to good
use—and “good use” means doing unselfish deeds for others.
Allen and Violet Large are shining examples of people who understand what
it is to be rich in things pertaining to God. They are living proof that we certainly can practice what is preached to us by our Lord. At this special time of
year when there are ample opportunities to practice charity, may we all choose
the path Allen and Violet Large have taken in their life. Remember: the only
things we will take with us when we leave this world are the things we gave
away, and those who understand this will, one day, be “living large” in the
kingdom of heaven!
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor

Chi-Wing and Deborah Chow, their children Katherine and Christina, Fr. John and Pani Marie Brancho,
and Stephen and Jennifer Brancho.

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA – On Sunday, October 10th, St. John the
Baptist Church in Pittsburgh honored their pastor, the Very Reverend Fr. John
S. Brancho on the occasion of his retirement from an active priesthood. The
celebration began with a Divine Liturgy. Father Brancho was assisted at the
altar by Protopresbyter John P. Gido and Protopresbyter Paul Herbert. The
sermon was offered by Fr. Herbert, who spoke on the affect the priesthood
has on the priest as well as his wife and children. Following the Divine Liturgy,
a catered luncheon was served in the church hall, with some 150 people in attendance. At the banquet program, Matthew Peifer, Parish President, offered
words of congratulations to Father in behalf of the church community. Other
speakers included the Very Reverend Fr. Robert Prepelka, Dean of the Pittsburgh Deanery and Father Paul Herbert. The program concluded with Father
John reflecting on his 46 years of priestly service to the Holy Orthodox Church
and the Diocese.

Biographical Sketch

F

ather Brancho was born in Homestead, PA in 1938—the eldest son of
John R. Brancho and Mary (Mancak) Brancho. He graduated from high
school in 1956, and in 1959 he entered Christ the Saviour Seminary. On June
14, 1964 Father John married the former Marie Kerestesy in Christ the Saviour Cathedral in Johnstown, where he was also ordained to the holy priesthood on July 5, 1964 by the late Metropolitan Orestes. Father’s pastoral
assignments through the years have included: St. John the Baptist Church,
Ellwood City, PA; St. John the Baptist Church, Allentown, PA; St. Mary’s
Church, Morgantown, West Virginia; SS Peter and Paul Church, Central City,
PA and St. John the Baptist Church in Pittsburgh, where he served as pastor
for 19 years. Active in Diocesan affairs, Father Brancho was a member of the
Altar Boys’ Retreat Staff for over 20 years. In addition he served as our Diocesan representative to the Eastern Orthodox Committee on Scouting and as a
member of the Diocesan Education Commission. He also taught at Christ
the Saviour Seminary and at Westmoreland County Community College. Father and Pani Brancho are the proud parents of two children: Stephen, who is
married to the former Jennifer Petras and Dr. Deborah, who is married to Dr.
Chi-Wing Chow. They have two grandchildren: Katherine and Christina
Chow.

Fr. Brancho transferring his duties for the Blessing of Boats in Pittsburgh to Protopresbyter Robert Buczak.

The Church Messenger
-Lived Theology, cont’d from page 5

project that I could have gone to over break, until a couple things happened:
the first was when there were no more things to do in the kitchen and now we
only had to wait until clean-up time, and someone said to me to go ahead and
get a plate to eat, and sit out in the dining room and talk with the people. I
have to admit that I had gotten to like hiding in the kitchen, but I heeded.
Wouldn’t you know it? To this day, I still remember both the faces and the
names, their stories, how long some had been coming to the mission, and so
on. An awkward gap was bridged and now we knew each other’s stories, all sitting at a round table seeing each other for the first time.
The second was on Sunday, during the feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos.
I helped set up and serve Diving Liturgy with Fr. Roberto, (parish priest,
Founder of the Mission and Rector LTS) Fr. Mikhail (attached to St Silouan),
and Deacon Pawel. When I arrived that morning, I noticed that the doors between the chapel and the dining hall were not only wide open, but chairs were
set up in the dining hall. St. Silouan Church had extended into the Mission.
The icons covering the walls of the dining hall could no longer be mistaken
for aesthetic appeal; their true value was realized, their participation in the
worship of the One, True Church. The Church filled up, at least to more than
I had expected, and I was happy to see a few faces common to both the Mission and the St. Silouan Church. But there are not enough there, at the Mission and at the Church, by far. Thank God for those that come to help, but
I’m sad to say that so many more are needed.
Over the time I spent in Toronto, could I say that my life is changed? No, I
was only there a few days and I’ve still much to live yet to find out. But this is
certainly the beginning of more. Everything needs time, and time is a very
precious thing. I think we all know just how precious time is because we are
more hesitant to give it than money. Time is not money because we don’t get
it back, and to give our time means taking a chance, the risk that we’ll either
cherish it or regret it. The Lived Theology School asks a year; one year in their
hands and a possibility to make Mission your life, even when we return home.
We must give our time to ever gain anything greater back, and what will you
do with the time that’s yours? Don’t hide it someplace in fear of losing it, but
give it a chance to become something greater.

Washing dishes are (from left to right) Reader Michael, Subdeacon Will, Deacon Pawel, Father Roberto.
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Camp Nazareth 2010
FIRST IMPRESSIONS, LASTING MEMORIES: JOHNNY MEETS KING LOUIE

W

hen last we left Johnny at Camp his Camp buddy named Louie, the one who he met his first hour at Camp,
his team had just lost in the “Soccer” Championship on Thursday. That was ok because they were on their way
to Orthodox Mythbusters and had already made plans to go swimming later during free-time. Life at Camp seemed
to Johnny to move pretty fast and sometimes he felt a little overwhelmed by all the activity, but to him it was fun. To
make matters better, he had actually made friends with his cabin mates. Not bad for an 8 year old boy whose parents
were worried about sending him to Camp. Not bad for an 8 year old boy who himself had been really worried about
coming to Camp. By now Johnny was kind of an “old pro”, but not everything at Camp had gone well.
(Flashback)…On Monday, the first full day of Camp, Johnny was up early despite having gone to bed late. He had
listened to the other boys in his cabin talk until it was late last night. In fact, one of his cabin counselors had come
out of his room and offered words that encouraged the other boys and he to get some sleep. The words, well, more
like the tone, worked to encourage sleep. Now it was after breakfast on Monday and all the cabins were doing some
Cabin Clean-up. This wasn’t exactly what Johnny had in mind when he was thinking about coming to Camp, but
everybody was chipping in to get the work done. They had to clean the bathroom, the floors, their bunk space, pick
up the area outside their cabin, sweep the porch area, pick up their clothes, and straighten everything up. To Johnny
it was a lot like home, except here he and his cabin were going to get a grade for their cleaning. (Johnny knew that if
he got graded at home for cleaning he would probably flunk. He just couldn’t help throwing clothes under his bed.
To him it was like a “crawl-in closet”. Mom and dad had their walk-in closet and he had his crawl-in closet. Just last
week he had found a shirt beneath his bed which was a size too small. That had been in the “closet” for a while.) He
did the best he could here at Camp, and only threw a few things under his bunk. Well it turned out, some counselor
who had done cabin inspections that day, saw those few things and took off a point from the cabin’s grade. Johnny
did like that at all, but at least his cabin hadn’t gotten the worst grade of the day. He and his cabin were hoping they
would get the prize at the end of the week reserved for the cleanest cabin of the week.
(Flash forward)…It was Wednesday at lunch. All was going well and Johnny was having fun. Most if not all his nervousness was gone. His Camp buddy, Louie, was a lot of fun to be around and seemed to be a kid everybody liked.
Johnny’s fun at Camp was about to come to an abrupt halt however. He was about to come face-to-face with a creature named King Louie. He had seen King Louie from a distance, and he wanted to keep it that way. But there were
forces at work that made a meeting with King Louie inevitable for Johnny. His mom and dad were always telling him
not to leave things around the house: his DS, his reading book from school, his shoes, his coat, his clothes. Johnny’s
habit caught up with him at Camp in a big, bad way. He had forgotten to bring back his swimming towel from the
pool yesterday and it ended up in Lost and Found. And King Louie was the keeper, the King, of Lost and Found. In
order to get his towel back he had to walk up to the front of the Lodge where everybody was and get it, but before he
could get back to his seat he had to sit next to a stuffed animal, affectionately named King Louie, and express his misery over having lost his towel. King Louie was an orangutan only slightly smaller than Johnny. Johnny wanted no
part of this but he had to get his towel back in order to go swimming later. Ughhhh. Luckily for Johnny, the guy who
gave him back his towel, asked him if he wanted to sit next to King Louie or not. Without hesitation Johnny said “Not”
and quite quickly made his way back to his cabin’s table. There he was greeted by laughter and a pat on the back from
his Camp Buddy who shared King Louie’s name. Johnny was real happy his one and only encounter with that ape
during the entire week was brief. You didn’t want to tangle with King Louie.
(Flash further forward…) Johnny’s at dinner with his family on Saturday night after he got back from Camp. He was
wearing a tie-dyed shirt he’d made at Camp, which his friends from Camp had signed. He was trying to explain to
mom and dad about his close encounter with that stuffed animal. You didn’t want to leave your stuff around the
Camp or else you might have to meet King Louie, he was explaining. “Whose King Louie?” his mom asked. “An orange ape, a stuffed animal, who sits with you on this couch when you lose stuff.” Mom and dad just thought it was
a little zany, but Camp can be that way. Johnny’s mom simply reminded him what she and dad were always telling
him, “See, don’t leave your stuff laying around the house.” Good thing Mom and Dad didn’t have King Louie to back
them up.
(Flash back…) Johnny was sitting in the basement of the Church on Wednesday listening to the Faith Enrichment
class he was in with the 50 or so other younger campers. He was real glad the younger kids got the church basement
today. The Church was the only place at Camp for the campers that was air-conditioned and as it had been the previous two days, it was hot outside today. The priests were talking about St. Peter today and how he had pretended he
wasn’t Jesus’ friend. They said that at the moment Jesus needed a friend the most, St. Peter had pretended he didn’t
know Him. He heard how this had hurt Jesus and he heard how St. Peter had cried when he realized what he had done.
The question was asked of the younger campers, if they had ever pretended they weren’t friends with someone because
they were afraid of what others would do or say. And then they were asked if there were times when they were afraid
or embarrassed to show or say they were Orthodox Christians. The only thing Johnny could think of was that he was
embarrassed to say a prayer with his family when he was out at a restaurant, but he wasn’t sure why. All he knew was
that he was glad Louie wasn’t afraid to be his friend. If he didn’t have him at Camp, he might feel a little like Jesus
did when St. Peter pretended he didn’t know Him.
And so goes Johnny’s week at Camp Nazareth. It’s more than just a camp because Christ is at the center of the Camp’s
life and activities. It’s more than just a camp because life at Camp is about one beautiful, truthful, and blessed endeavor:
give our children the opportunity to know their God and live their faith in a safe and peaceful environment. But
Johnny’s just enjoying himself while at the same time learning about and living his Orthodox faith. Life at Camp is
life in Christ and that makes all the difference. Follow Johnny’s Camp adventures in the next issue of The Messenger
and find out how his week at Camp ends. Thank God for such a place in our lives and especially in the lives of our
children. Pray for the Camp, visit it, bring your children and come to know better the important place it has in their
spiritual formation.
Very Rev. Fr. Stephen Loposky
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through the Son in the Holy Spirit
as manifested by the Church, this is
the fruit of becoming godly and
god-like.
There is never a time when the
Lord does not interact with us. It is
we who sin and isolate ourselves.
Those without faith in Christ will
lose their identity. They will cease
to have names, as He adds in the vision, “He who overcomes shall be
clothed in white garments, and I
will not blot out his name from the
Book of Life, but I will confess his
name before My Father and before
His angels.” (Revelation 3:5) Without a name, they are no longer persons; they are painful islands to
themselves forever.
But a name is not a man-made construction or something separate
from the person. The Lord gives us
names and He gives the Church the
power to use His name. In
Matthew 1:21, the Word of God
was given the name of Jesus, which
St. Joseph gave Him at birth.
(Matthew 1:25) Then the Lord
commands His disciples to baptize
in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
(Matthew 28:19) Jesus tells us to
pray, “Our Father, Who art in
Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.”
(Matthew 6:9)
When Jesus spoke of His Cross, He
prayed, “Father, glorify Your
name,” and the Father responded,
“I have both glorified it and will
glorify it again.” (John 12:28) St.
Paul speaks of God’s name, as well
as the name of His doctrine in 1
Timothy 6:1. The Apostles did miracles in the name of Jesus Christ by
the Holy Spirit. Christians are identified with the Trinitarian Name, as
1 Peter 4:14 says, “If you are reproached for the name of Christ,
blessed are you, for the Spirit of
glory and of God rests upon you.”
An identity is more than just a
word and it is not something to be
taken in isolation.
All of this is powerfully displayed
when Jesus was born. His identity,
the name of Christ, was like a vine
with many branches. The stars, the
angels, the shepherds, the ox and
donkey, the Three Wise Men, all
came to St. Joseph and the Virgin
Mary to see Him, the Word of God
in the flesh, to worship Him as
Jesus Christ, the King and Savior of
all. At His Birth, the Lord’s Identity
was a relation with others. This is
how Trinitarian love begins for us
to experience by grace, as a communion of prayer on a silent night.
Father Andrew Gromm
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“FIT FOR A KING”
I

t is a long-standing tradition in our home, and, I am sure, in many of yours,
to gather around the Christmas tree some time on Christmas Eve or Christmas day. There, with family and friends gifts are both received and given. That
happy time both prepares us and is an apt symbol of the receiving and giving
that takes place on a much higher level in our churches. For in church we both
receive and give. That receiving and giving has to do with our living Lord
Himself. For He is present with us when we gather in His name. He gives us
of Himself fully in His own Body and Blood at the Communion in Divine
Liturgy. And there also, He invites us to present to Him the best gifts of our
heart’s devotion: our very lives and all our substance as His children.
We have a good precedent to follow in our receiving from God and our giving to Him. Think of the Magi, the Wise Men from the East. They both received and gave. What they received was an enlightenment of sort. They
received a heavenly light, a brilliant star that caused them to pack their bags
with costly gifts and embark upon the journey that Evangelist and Apostle St.
Matthew describes in the second chapter of his Gospel.
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he
who has been born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and
have come to worship him.” . . . When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into the house they saw the child with
Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. (Matthew
2:1-2 and 10-11)
They were led to the house where the Holy Mother of God laid her first-born
infant. The light from on high led them to Christ. This enlightenment is the
best of all God’s gifts to us as well. We can, of course, thank Him for health
of body as well as for our clothing and food that bless our bodies. We can
thank Him for the ability to think and to go about our daily tasks with order
and purpose. We can thank Him for loving families, for cherished friends, and
a host of memories that take us back to Christmases past.
But all these gifts are secondary to the gift that comes to us first and foremost:
the enlightenment of S’nami Boh, God with us. It is only through that enlightenment that we can confess that Jesus Christ, begotten of the Father from
all eternity, true God and true Man, born of the Virgin Mary, is our Lord. It
is that gift of enlightenment, ours through Baptism and Holy Chrismation,
that unlocks for us the door to all His treasures. By means of receiving this gift,
we can survive all the distractions of the Season that lead us away from Christ
and into weariness, self-indulgence and all that put self in place of Christ Himself.
The Holy Evangelist tells us that the Magi not only received the gift of guid-

ance to Christ Himelf. They gave as well as received. The gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh were indeed gifts fit for a King. When the gift of enlightenment has been received, the result is the opening of the heart to respond to
the Giver of that great gift. The Magi knelt in adoration.
First, the Magi gave the Child the best give they could offer Him: the full and
free worship from the heart. Let that be our first gift to Him as well. We come
together on the feast of the Nativity of our Lord to sing to God Himself with
hearts filled with love for Him. After all, that is why we are even on this earth
at all – to love God and serve Him forever.
Second, what the Magi felt from their hearts was expressed in the very tangible gifts they laid before the Holy Child. Enlightenment by the Spirit always
works this way. Enlightenment is not just something that is hidden inside the
heart. The power of the Holy Spirit rather takes hold of our whole lives and
delights in giving real, tangible gifts. And, after all, this is our true joy at the
Feast of the Nativity: that we are able to give gifts to God.
Gifts fit for a King were brought to the Holy Child. And those gifts were put
to use in the days that followed. How else could the Holy Mother and Joseph,
people of modest means, have made their way all the distance to Egypt? How
could they have sustained themselves there until the time that Herod died and
they could return? The answer may be found in these costly gifts of the Magi.
Is it not part of our enlightened response that we count ourselves not owners,
but stewards? Is our enlightened response that we rejoice not in getting, but
in giving? Is our enlightened response that we rest content with no happiness
received that is not matched by greater happiness given? Is our enlightened
response to give love, sympathy, encouragement, understanding; to give time,
healpfulness cooperation, skill; to give money to churches, social service agencies, mission tasks, hospitals, etc.? All of this links us and our enlightenment
with the enlightenment of these Magi from the East.
“It is more blessed to give than to receive,” Paul quotes Jesus as saying. At this
time of the year we know exactly what Paul meant. For in giving we are far
happier than ever we were in receiving. We are closer to God. We draw nearer
to our proper stature as co-workers with God in the unfinished tasks of His
Kingdom on earth. The blessedness of giving then, lies in being what we are
intended to be, what we were created to be: in the image and likeness of God.
It lies in our doing what we were created to do. The blessedness of giving lies
in freeing ourselves from the stagnation of doing nothing to serving God fully
in His world. The blessedness of giving is repudiating the consumerist taking
of everything the world offers, and choosing instead to spend life for causes
that are lasting, because God is at the heart of them.
Father Frederick Watson

December 26, 2010

THE CHURCH MESSENGER

Page 11

CENTRAL CITY, PA--On Sunday, October 3, members of Saints Peter and
Paul Orthodox Church held a chicken barbeque to help raise funds for the
energy costs necessary for this winter. Over 300 chickens were baked for a
net profit of $1765.00. Pictured from Right to Left: Andy (Chip) Muha, Dr.
Steven M. Muha, Nick Muha, Ricky Kalanish, Justin Kalanish, Walter
Shutack, Andrew Muha. The three others were the Main Cookers: Don
Gindlesperger, far left; his stepson to his right and his wife Nancy.

HOMER CITY, PA--Ryan Orsargos was given a blessing to serve as the newest
altar boy at Saints Peter and Paul Church in Homer City PA. A light brunch
was served in the church hall in honor of the occasion. The servers are wearHOMESTEAD, PA--Shown are Anthony and Mary Ribic of St. Nicholas Or- ing new vestments purchased by the Ladies Altar Society. (From Left to Right
thodox Church in Homestead, PA, on the occasion of their 50th Anniversary - Front Row: Matthew Conjelko, Ryan Orsargos, Charlie Urchek. Back Row
of Marriage. They are pictured with their pastor, Protopresbyter Robert Left to Right: Brian Shumack, Fr. Matthew Conjelko, and Reader Brett
Stiteler.
Buczak.

JOHNSTON, PA--On Saturday November 20, 2010 Christ the Saviour
Cathedral hosted a Trivia Night at the Cathedral Educational Center. This
eventwas well received as the participants enjoyed an evening of good food, fun
and Christian Fellowship. Protopresbyter Frank Miloro, Cathedral Dean, is
pictured above greeting all 243 Trivia Players at the beginning of the evening’s
events.

MERCER, PA--From November 12-14, 2010, the National Jr. ACRY sponsored its annual Fall Youth Encounter at Camp Nazareth in Mercer, PA. There
were around 40 people in attendance. Highlights included ethnic singing, a
football game, and clergy presentations. The Encounter concluded with the
celebration of the Divine Liturgy Sunday morning.

Page 12

THE CHURCH MESSENGER

December 26, 2010

Festal Greetings from Across the Diocese
PERIODICAL

Christ the Saviour Cathedral
Johnstown, PA
His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank Miloro, Pastor
St. Nicholas Jr. & Sr. ACRY, Chapter #28
Monongahela and Jacobs Creek, PA
Very Rev. Edward Pehanich, Spiritual Advisor
St. Nicholas Church
Jacobs Creek, PA
Very Rev. Edward Pehanich, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Sr. ACRY, Chapter #41
Hawk Run, PA
Rev. Peter Benyo, Spiritual Advisor
St. John’s Carpathian Club
Hawk Run, PA
Rev. Peter Benyo, Spiritual Advisor
St. Nicholas of Myra Church
New York, NY
Rev. Joseph Gingrich, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
Sharon, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka,
Pastor
St. John’s Jr. and Sr. ACRY, Chapter #44
East Pittsburgh, PA
Very Rev. Jonathan Tobias, Spiritual Advisor
St. John the Baptist Church
Ambridge, PA
Very Rev. Robert Prepelka, Pastor
Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Gido, Pastor
Emeritus
St. Mary’s Church
Endicott, NY
Very Rev. Michael Kleban, Pastor
St. Michael’s Church
Niles, IL
Very Rev. Samuel Sherry, Pastor
Holy Resurrection Church
Potomac, MD
Rev. Peter Zarynow, Pastor
St. Nicholas Church
Ekizabeth, NJ
Very Rev. John Pribish, Pastor
St. Michael’s Church
Saint Clair, PA
Rev. Jeff Zias, Pastor
St. Nicholas ACRY, Chapter #54
Warren, OH
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Kenneth Bachofsky,
Spiritual Advisor
Holy Trinity Church
Danbury, CT
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Luke Mihaly, Pastor

Saints Peter and Paul Church
Windber, PA
Very Rev. Miles Zdinak, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
Northside Pittsburgh, PA
Very Rev. Michael Zak, Pastor
St. Nicholas Church
Monongahela, PA
Very Rev. Edward Pehanich, Pastor
Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church
Allentown, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Robert Rebeck, Pastor
St. Gregory of Nyssa Church
Seaford, New York
Protodeacon Gregory Benc, Administrator
St. John the Baptist Church
Stratford, CT
Very Rev. Edward Macura, Pastor
St. Michael’s Church
Freeland, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Lawrence Barriger, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
Rahway, NJ
Very Rev, Andrew Fetchina, Pastor
St. Mary’s Church
Yonkers, NY
Rev. John Cmur, Pastor
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Elias Kozar, Pastor
St. Thomas the Apostle Church
Waldorf, MD
Rev. Joseph Edgington, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
Bridgeport, CT
Very Rev. Protopresbyter David Cochran, Pastor
Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Duranko, Pastor
Emeritus
St. John the Baptist Church
Nesquehoning, PA
Rev. Robert Teklinski, Pastor
Holy Transfiguraton Church
Crawfordsville, IN
Rev. Alexis Miller, Pastor
St. Michael’s Church
Binghamton, NY
Very Rev. Protopresbyter James Dutko, Pastor
Saints Peter and Paul Church
Homer City, PA
Rev. Matthew Conjelko, Pastor
St. Mary’s Church
Cheektowaga, NY
Very Rev. Thomas Kadlec, Pastor
Dormition of the Mother of God Church
Bluefield, WV
Rev. Mark Tyson, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
East Pittsburgh, PA
Very Rev. Jonathan Tobias, Pastor
Saints Peter and Paul Women’s Club
Windber, PA
Very Rev. Miles Zdinak, Spiritual Advisor
St. Michael’s Church
Rankin, PA
Very Rev. John Lazarek, Pastor
Saints Peter and Paul Church
Central City, PA
Protodeacon Oleg Aminov, Administrator
Saints Peter and Paul Church
Rockaway, NJ
Rev. Michael Chendorain, Pastor

Adzima Funeral Home
Bridgeport, CT
Wishing you a Blessed Christmas!
St. Nicholas A.C.R.Y. Chapter #49
Erie, PA
Very Rev. Stephen Loposky, Spiritual Advisor
Cathedral ACRY, Chapter #20
Johnstown, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank Miloro, Spiritual
Advisor
St. Nicholas Church
Hobart, IN
Rev. Sergii Alekseev, Pastor
Saints Peter and Paul Church
Levittown, PA
Very Rev. Theodore Mozes, Pastor
St. Michael’s Church
Clymer, PA
Very Rev. Stephen Kundla, Administrator
St. Nicholas Church
Homestead, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Robert Buczak, Pastor
St. Nicholas Sr. A.C.R.Y. Chapter #11
Homestead, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Robert Buczak, Spiritual Advisor
St. Mary’s Church
Dickson City, PA
Very Rev. Ronald Kovac, Pastor
St. Mary’s Church
Corning, NY
Rev. Daniel Mahler, Pastor
St. John the Baptist ACRY, Chapter #33
Nesquehoning, PA
Rev. Robert Teklinski, Spiritual Advisor
St. Mary’s Church
Morgantown, WV
Rev. Matthew Stagon, Pastor
The Presentation of Our Lord Church
Hollywood, FL
Very Rev. Elias Mitchell, Pastor
St. Michael’s Ladies Guild
Binghamton, NY
Christmas and New Year Wishes to all Reverend
Clergy!
St. John the Baptist ACRY, Chapter #42
Northside Pittsburgh, PA
Very Rev. R. Michael Zak, Spiritual Advisor
St. Stephen’s Church
Latrobe, PA
Very Rev. Nicholas Ferencz, Pastor
St. John’s “R” Club - FOCA
Bridgeport, CT
Very Rev. Protopresbyter David Cochran, Spiritual Advisor
St. George’s Church
Taylor, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Mark Leasure, Pastor
Dormition of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church
Akron, OH
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Myron Zuder, Pastor
Christ the Saviour Church
N. Royalton, OH
Very Rev. Protopresbyter David Smoley, Pastor
St. James Mission
Farmville, VA
Rev. Michael Rustick, Pastor
Holy Ghost Altar Society
Phoenixville, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Fedornock, Spiritual Advisor
Holy Ghost Church
Manville, NJ
Rev. Matthew Moriak, Pastor
St. Alexis Church
Lafayette, IN
Rev. Gregory Allard, Pastor

St. Michael’s Church
Wood, PA
Rev. Thomas Klein, Pastor
St. George’s Altar Society
Taylor, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Mark Leasure, Spiritual
Advisor
St. Nicholas Church
Scranton, PA
Rev. Donald Valasek, Pastor
St. Michael’s Church
McKeesport, PA
Rev. George Patrick, Pastor
St. Nicholas Church
Barton, OH
Very Rev. Michael Kabel, Pastor
Holy Ghost Church
Phoenixville, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Fedornock, Pastor
Holy Myrrhbearers Mission
Norfolk, VA
Rev. Maximus Tatum, P{astor
St. John the Baptist Church
Perth Amboy, NJ
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael Rosco, Pastor
Holy Ghost Sr. ACRY, Chapter #30
Phoenixville, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Fedornock, Spiritual Advisor
Saint Nectarios Church
Lakeland, FL
Rev. Nicholas Wyborski, Pastor
St. Michael’s Church
Youngstown, OH
Rev. Andrew Gromm, Pastor
Very Rev. Protopresbyter George Hutnyan, Pastor Emeritus
Descent of the Holy Spirit Church
Schererville, IN
Rev. Lev Holowaty, Pastor
St. Nicholas Church
Lansford, PA
Rev. Robert Teklinski, Administrator
St. Nicholas Church
Erie, PA
Very Rev. Stephen Loposky, Interum Pastor
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda, Pastor
Emeritus
St. Nicholas Altar Society
Erie, PA
Very Rev. Stephen Loposky, Spiritual Advisor
St. John the Baptist Church
Wilpen, PA
Very Rev. Tony Joseph, Pastor
Christ the Saviour Church
Rockford, IL
Rev. Basil Aden, Pastor
St. Mary’s Church
New York, NY
Rev. David Kossey, Pastor
St. Elizabeth Church
Woodstock, GA
Rev. Frederick Watson, Pastor
St. Mary’s Church
Bayonne, NJ
Very Rev. John Fencik, Pastor

