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2010 Know Your Faith Diocesan
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Centennial Celebration of
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church

MERCER, PA. On Saturday, September 25, twenty-six participants representing ten parishes across three states (OH, PA and NY) gathered at Camp
Nazareth for the twenty-fifth annual ‘Know Your Faith Diocesan Educational
Conference.’
The day-long Conference, entitled Growing Faithful Stewards, opened in the
Camp’s Ss. Cyril and Methodios Chapel with a Moleben of Thanksgiving and
Stewardship, celebrated by Father Ken Bachofsky, Director of our Diocesan
Apostolate for Christian Education.
Camp Director Father Stephen Loposky, Pani Daria and their children hosted
a light breakfast following the Moleben, during which the participants were
immediately set to work completing a Personal Survey Questionnaire that was
designed to establish some baseline information on the participants’ definitions of Stewardship, and specifically how children and youth learn stewardship directly and indirectly in their parishes.
The participants were then assigned to small groups in which they became acquainted with one another and developed lists of the essential characteristics
of a good “steward.” They also identified effective ways in which our young
people can learn about stewardship in their parishes and families, as well as
how they might also be receiving incorrect messages about stewardship.
Father Basil Aden, pastor of our Christ the Savior parish in Rockford, IL, and
Professor of Religious Studies at Rock Valley College in Rockford, then assembled the small groups together, and facilitated a full discussion of their
findings to identify areas in which we as a diocese can both build upon good
stewardship practices already in place, as well as areas in which we should be
striving to make improvements.

Children of Holy Trinity Parish present flowers to Father Rosco at the beginning of the church’s Centennial Banquet.

Following a short break, Deacon Steve Hall of our St. Thomas the Apostle
Mission parish in Waldorf, MD, presented an extensive word study entitled
God’s Economy – Our Stewardship, prepared especially for the Conference by
Diocesan Stewardship Commission Chairman Father Frederick Watson, pastor of our St. Elizabeth Mission parish in Woodstock, GA. Using the history
and development of the Biblical Greek term oikonomia, (from which we get
our English word economy) Father Frederick’s study developed two themes in
which that term is used in New Testament texts, especially in the letters of St.
Paul; first as descriptive of God’s master plan of salvation for mankind, and
then more specifically of how we, as the crown of His creative activity, are

DANBURY, CT--The centennial celebration of Holy Trinity parish began
with a memorial Divine Liturgy on Friday, October 1st to remember all the
departed members of Holy Trinity parish for the last 100 years. It was on this
date, one hundred years earlier that Andrew Mishico transferred a portion of
his dairy farm real estate to what would become Saint Platon Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church and Saint Platon Cemetery. Both Orthodox and
Byzantine Catholics used the building for services. In 1921 the church was
destroyed by a fire and the two communities decided to go their separate ways
and build their own churches.
The two communities built two separate churches one block from each other
on Roberts Avenue which was closer to the center of Danbury. It is interesting to note that Fr. Orestes P. Chornock helped form and also dedicated the
then-new St. Nicholas Byzantine Catholic Church. The Orthodox community
of Danbury which was under the Metropolia rebuilt the church in 1924. The
parish now named Holy Trinity resided at 17 Roberts Avenue until 2007.
Having out-grown the parish building on Roberts Avenue the community
moved in 2007 to its present location on Joes Hill Road in Danbury, once
again through the generous gift of property and buildings.
The celebratory weekend continued on Saturday morning with a 5K Road
Race to help raise awareness of Healing Heart for Grieving Children and Families, a program of the Regional Hospice. Nearly 50 runners gathered together
in the cool fall weather and amidst the colorful foliage to run the course. (See
our parish web site for the race results www.holytrinitydanbury.org.) Nesting
dolls were given out in place of trophies. Perogies and bagels were the fare for
the race participants and volunteers who came to help.
The Centennial weekend continued with Vespers which were lead by Very
Rev. Protopresbyter Michael Rosco who represented His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas. Serving along with Fr. Rosco was Very Rev. Protopresbyter
Luke Mihaly, pastor of Holy Trinity, Protodeacon Anthony Kruge, Danbury,
Deacon Robert-Alexander Hubiak, Ohio, and Sub-deacon Wylie Meath. The
church was filled with guests who traveled from afar to share in the celebration. The plain chant was lead by Very Rev. Protopresbyter Peter Paproski,
Stratford, Broadbridge Ave. and Sub-deacon Nicholas Mihaly, Danbury. Visiting clergy included Very Rev. Michael Macura, Stratford, Silver Lane, and
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“To Pray or Not to Pray…
That is the Question”

S

ome of our readers undoubtedly
are familiar with an EnglishAmerican author named Christopher
Hitchens. His works span 4 decades,
and have mainly dealt with politics,
philosophy and religion, so as you
might think, they have been a bit controversial. Most controversial are his
writings concerning with religion—
or lack thereof. For you see, Mr.
Hitchens is an atheist. Actually, he
calls himself an anti-theist—
claiming that while it is possible for
an atheist to wish God existed, an
anti-theist has no such delusions or
desires. While one might call Mr.
Hitchens an “equal opportunity”
hater when it comes to religions of the
world, Christianity has been the favorite target of his venomous pen,
even attacking Mother Teresa in one
of his essays.
In June, the 61 year old Hitchens was
diagnosed with cancer. His long-term
prognosis is not good—the dreaded
disease has already spread to his
lymph nodes and lungs. He has had
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One Gospel per Week

A

fear that they won’t understand what
they have read or perhaps will misinterpret a key passage or word. Certainly, one may encounter difficult
sections, but a number of good commentaries exist to help the beginning
reader as well as to advance the more
mature reader of Scripture. These
commentaries are available for ordering from numerous Orthodox supply
catalogs, at seminary or parish bookstores. If enough people take active
interest in the Gospel-per-week plan,
Not long ago I read an article about Bible studies may spring up in
St. Seraphim of Sarov. The writer in- parishes so that, with a trained leader’s
dicated that, along with several other help, understanding can grow and
disciplines, St. Seraphim read one deepen.
Gospel each week. At the end of a Another benefit accrues. Several peofour-week period, he would begin ple have told me that they have
anew. When people came to him for branched out in their reading. Many
spiritual counsel and direction, he have reread books in the Old Testaoften commended this practice to ment, particularly the Pentateuch,
along with the Books of Proverbs and
them.
In March of 2006, I was scheduled Psalms. Others tell me that they confor surgery, the very time that I read tinue reading the Acts of the Apostles
the article about St. Seraphim. I de- and the Epistles as well, often followcided to follow this discipline during ing the daily lectionaries that are
my recovery and so began reading the printed on the church calendars.
n old story goes something like
this: a school-aged boy saw his
grandmother, who lived with the family, reading from her Bible every day.
It made no difference if she were ill or
well, busy or idle, happy or sad—she
held to that daily regimen. One day
he asked her why she was so intent on
that book. She said, “I’m cramming
for finals.” Silly story? Maybe, but it
makes a wonderful point about the
necessity for reading and holding fast
to Holy Scripture.

Gospel of Matthew on the Friday following my operation. Since that day,
with one or two exceptions, I have
been able to observe the schedule on
to almost curtail completely what was a month-to-month basis. Likewise, I
once a very active schedule of public have encouraged the people of our
appearances. Recently, Vanity Fair, a parish to follow the discipline, hopmagazine for which Mr. Hitchens
ing that they would receive daily benwrites a regular column, proclaimed a
efits.
particular day to be “Everybody Pray
for Hitchens” Day. Through their Several people have told me that all
widely distributed periodical and on sorts of blessings grow from reading a
their website, they urged their readers Gospel each week. For example, one
to pray for Mr. Hitchens in this criti- man said that incidents occurring in
his life were matched by his reading;
cal time in his life.
How I wish I could tell you he was he finds that words of comfort or
touched and moved by this, and that words of encouragement, even words
this caused a great change in him— of needed indictment, come from the
perhaps even a conversion. Sadly, I pages of Holy Scripture as he encan’t. Mr. Hitchens turned down sev- counters other people or as he faces
eral invitations to attend public prayer given challenges in a day’s time. “God
gatherings organized for him. He told gives me what I need to hear,” he said.
people not to waste their time pray- Another parishioner told me that her
ing for him—he made his point that reading has made her aware of how
prayer for anyone or anything was a much “one forgets” and needs to remonumental waste of time. He went view the words and deeds of Jesus.
so far as to say he believed most peo- Each reaction, though slightly differple praying for him were probably ent, all attest to the power and purpraying that he would die soon any- pose of God’s Living Word in our
way.
everyday lives.
-cont’d on page 12

Some people seem wary at first. They

The blessed Apostle Paul had this to
say when writing to the Christian believers in Colossae: “Let the Word of
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord” (Colossians 3:16).
We, too, need this richness each day,
given the state of our world, the challenges that threaten us, the temptations that pull us away from serving
God and serving only ourselves. For
this reason, St. Isaac the Syrian wrote,
“Reading Scripture is a fortification of
the spirit.” And who among us does
not need daily fortification in our
struggle to remain faithful to God?
So, one Gospel per week. That works
out to two or four chapters a day, depending upon the length of any given
Book. We really do have time for this
plan, despite all of the reasons or excuses that pop up to prevent us. The
rich in-dwelling of God’s Word clears
away darkness, opens to us His will,
and strengthens us for life in His service.
Fr. Gregory Allard
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From Constantinople, through Rus’, to America
Archpastoral Address to the Visitation of the Sts. Cyril and Methodius Seminary to Christ the Saviour Seminary in Johnstown on the Eve of Pokrov (13 October), 2010

W

divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world
... (2 Peter 1.3-5).
Let us now draw the line that makes the connection through all these verses
of the Psalm that we recite, when we drape the epitrachil around our neck. The
epitrachil is the sign of the Priesthood. The Priesthood is the continuing Apostolic Ministry to the human race, calling every man to life in the Good News.
It brings the healing of Trinitarian Grace to every human being who is
wounded and brokenhearted, and who is condemned to death by sin.
Every priest, under the insignia of his epitrachil, is an image and servant of the
original Good Samaritan, who recognizes humanity that has been assaulted
by the Evil One … who stops and anoints with oil and wine the wounds of
brokenness and despair … and who takes the prodigal sinner Home where
The Symbolic Meaning of the Epitrachil the Light of Theosis is always burning, to dine at the Eucharist, the Holy Table
henever we place the epitrachil around our neck, we pray this Psalm of of the Lamb.
David: “Blessed is our God, Who pours out His grace upon His priests:
it is like the oil which ran down the beard of Aaron, the oil which ran down
The Meaning of Unity and Disunity
unto the hem of his garment” (Psalm 133.2).
he epitrachil, as everyone knows, is draped from the neck. Its pinnacle,
It is important today, in the setting of this historic visitation, that we look at
or zenith, is at the head. Thus, we are meant to understand that the Grace
the context of this verse. It is the second verse of a short Psalm, which I will
of the Priesthood proceeds from the One High Priest, the Second Person of the
read in its brief entirety:
Holy Trinity, Jesus Christ.
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
And we are also meant to understand from the epitrachil that Grace proceeds
For brethren to dwell together in unity!
from the unified fellowship, the sobornost, that we have in the Headship of
It is like the precious oil upon the head,
Jesus Christ. This is why the first verse is so critical in our discernment of this
vastly important sign of the priesthood: Behold, how good and how pleasant it
Running down on the beard,
is for brethren to dwell together in unity! (Psalm 133.1).
The beard of Aaron,
I propose an idea that we have known in our hearts from the beginning. I proRunning down unto the hem of his garments.
pose that for the Apostolic Priesthood, the unity of a single epitrachil is ESIt is like the dew of Hermon,
SENTIAL. It is not optional. This Apostolic Priesthood of the Good Samaritan,
Descending upon the mountains of Sion;
which is so desperately needed by a dying wounded world, can only proceed
from a unified brotherhood predicated upon the Apostolic Vision. The phrase
For there the LORD commanded the blessing—
“how good and pleasant it is” has nothing to do with mere niceness or comLife forevermore.
fort: it has to do with the Divine Beauty and Peace – the same Peace that our
Please notice the details of this little Psalm! Let us look carefully at how these
Risen Lord breathed upon His Disciples in the afternoon of the Voskresinije,
verses lift up the epitrachil from the violence and ugliness of the world, and
the Velik Den’.
set its placing upon the head of the priest in the beauty of the Gospel, and in
Let us consider what we mean by unity. And let us ask a question about unity
the peace that passes all understanding.
that needs to be asked – especially now. Why have we tolerated its absence?
The conclusion of the Psalm makes this goal of beauty and peace obvious.
Why has the perversion of unity – why has disunity achieved so much acceptThe symbolic meaning of our priestly stole is deeply eschatological: It is like
ance and respectability? Why have we given default status to the conditions of
the dew of the cool heights of Mount Hermon that descends, like comforting
schism and alienation?
grace, upon the place of God’s blessing. And God’s blessing is eternal life, a life
Disunity is an unnatural condition of disruption. It is not produced by heresy.
that is experienced in the Apostolic Church here and now.
Instead, heresy is the fruit of disunity. It is the intellectual product of a failed,
divided community – a community that did not pray enough, forgive enough,
The Ministry of Theosis and reach together toward the Apostolic Faith enough.
he epitrachil is a material symbol that connects US to the very real beauty Disunity is unnatural. It is possible only in the darkness. Only in the dark
and peace of Sion. It connects us, and through the authority of our priest- precincts of a broken world is there such a thing as entropy and decline, where
hood, it connects THE PEOPLE in our fellowship, to Apostolic Vision of there is only an increase of division and schism. Only in disbelief and in the
ghettoes of passion is it possible that fellowship breaks apart into parties and
Trinitarian Grace.
This is the reason why this precious oil is seen as running down the beard of interest groups, into divorced spouses and broken families.
Aaron, all the way down to the edge of his high priestly vestments. The Grace Let us look instead at the positive condition of unity.
of this descending oil is extended through the priesthood of the Apostolic The unity that is “good and pleasant” is a fellowship of true community. It is
Church. It begins with the overflowing, self-emptying love of the Three Per- a family that dwells in a single united economia. It is predicated on gift-exsons of the Trinity. It spills out as Grace into all the universe, and reaches out change and self-surrender, forbearance of wrongs, even historic wrongs, and
to every single human being. It is the Beautiful Light of the Burning Bush of patience with growth over time. It rejoices in differences of appearances. It is
Moses. It is the Pillar of Fire of the Children of Israel. It is the Bright Smoke confident in the unity of mind and spirit in the heart, where there is “One
of Solomon’s Temple. It is the Brilliance of the Cloud on the Mountain of Faith, One Lord, One Baptism.”
Transfiguration. It is the Ineffable Brightness of Pascha, and the Gladsome
A community such as this truly acquires the Holy Spirit in the heart of its felLight of the Holy Dormition.
lowship, and thousands, literally thousands, will be saved because of this acThis Grace calls every man, woman and child. “God is willing that no one quisition, and the goodness and pleasantness of this unity.
should perish,” St. Peter writes in his second Epistle, “Instead, that all should
Is this an impossibility? Or have we become so inured by distance and division
come to repentance” (2 Peter 3.9). This is the proper “pre-destination” of all
that it merely seems impossible?
mankind. The vocation of every single human being ever created is nothing
less than the full induction of his whole life into Theosis.
The uses of memory
In another well-known passage, St. Peter writes this about Theosis:
ecause we have a single beginning, we must therefore be called to a single
His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and
end. This is only the natural character of time and growth in the Kingdom
godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory
of God. In the conditions of Divine Grace, fulfillment is promised in every
and virtue, by which have been given to us exceedingly great and
precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the
e are here tonight to celebrate our closer fellowship, and to hope for a
growing association together.
Indeed, we cannot help but meditating upon the concept of “unity,” and what
that might mean for us in the future. I would like to go beyond the mere discussion of benefits to our respective jurisdictions: I would go so far as to discuss “unity” in terms of our mission to American society, and our proclamation
of the Gospel in this world.
To do this, I would like to start by meditating upon a familiar object – an object that is peculiar to the Apostolic Priesthood: the priestly stole, the epitrachil.
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a rush of excitement. This was going to be a great day.
Two young boys approached the Sanctuary, and asked me if they could be
Altar Servers. I did not have any dalmatics for them, so I fashioned and blessed
two small wooden pectoral crosses for them to both wear during the Liturgy.
I gave them some quick instructions, and 10:00am arrived. As I proceeded
with the great censing, I noticed that someone had put little vases of flowers
on the floor before the Iconostasis in front of Our Lord and the Theotokos,
and their simple beauty was stunning. There seemed to be about twenty
adults and children in attendance; a later count would total twenty-five.
It was simply a wonderful Liturgy, with practically the entire congregation
singing the responses led by Christine Ross, who was not unlike a seasoned
cantor that morning! The two new Altar Servers, Michael and Harry, did the
best they could to be pious and helpful young men of the Altar, and they succeeded. The air during the Liturgy was filled with the Spirit of a parish that
seemed to have been worshipping together for years.
In my remarks to the parish at the end of the Liturgy, I reminded them of the
historic nature of this particular Lord’s Day in this small Virginia college town.
They were all a part of the launching of a new Vessel of Christ, where they
would pray and worship together as a family, while nurturing their Orthodox
by Father Michael Rustick
Faith.
n Sunday, September 26, I celebrated my first Divine Liturgy at St. James The expressions on their faces I will never forget that day: faces reflecting
Orthodox Mission in Farmville, Virginia. The community at St. James warmth, happiness, reverence and zeal. As I locked the door to the church
Orthodox Mission was familiar with me as I had made several trips over the after everyone had left, I had a feeling of being so blessed by our Lord, to have
past summer from New Jersey to conduct Deacon’s Services. However, this been able to have been a part of this glorious day. But however prepared I
week I was there to celebrate my first Divine Liturgy, as a newly ordained thought I was as a new priest in a new Mission parish, I was not expecting the
priest and the administrator of the Mission Parish. Of course, I was nervous tears of joy as I tried to fit the key in the lock of the church door. I finally did,
and excited almost to sleeplessness. The Orthodox faithful of Farmville had and I smiled, as I thanked God for all things.
been anxiously waiting the day of my arrival, as they were thrilled and relieved
that a priest had been assigned to their mission parish. . Through their prayers,
the organizational efforts of Christine Ross and several others, and the blessings of our beloved Metropolitan Nicholas, the anticipated day had arrived.
I arrived in Farmville on Thursday, September 23, moved into the superb little house that they had rented for me, and I promptly set to work. I did the
necessary moving-in chores, and had my first prosphora baked by Friday
morning. Saturday, I prepared the small Mission Church, a rented storefront
in a strip mall, for the Liturgy on the following morning.
The Liturgy was to start at 10:00am, however I arrived a little after 7:00am,
just to make sure everything was in order. I was a bit apprehensive as to who
would show up on this quiet, warm, and muggy Virginia morning; however I
knew that the core members of St. James Orthodox Mission Parish would not
miss this day for anything.
Naturally, I finished arranging books, chairs, and candles well ahead of time,
and at 9:00am, I vested and commenced Proskomedia. About halfway
through the Preparation Service, I heard the front door open, along with some
voices. Within minutes the door was opening and closing and I knew the
small nave was filling up, with seating for only about 15 people. I finally got
enough courage to quickly glance through the iconostasis, and I saw about a
dozen or so people mingling in the back, and I also saw people walking toward
Father Rustick distributed Holy Communion at his first Divine Liturgy at Saint James Mission.
the door in the parking lot. The butterflies in my stomach awoke, and I felt

My First Sunday at
Saint James Mission

O

Needs and Wish List for
Saint James Mission
Farmville, Virginia

Needs and Wish List
for Holy Myrrhbearers
Mission--Hampton Roads, Virginia
* First and foremost - Prayers!
* Chalice/Diskos Veils (Gold)
* Cover for a Gospel that measures: 11 ¼
inches (height) X 8 ¾ inches (width) X 1 13/16 inches
(thickness)

* Altar covers in any color
* A Litya Tray
* Reader’s / Choir Stands
* Floor Candle stands
* Censer Stand
* Analogion or Icon Stands
* Any Icons
* Processional Candles
* Prayers.. Always Prayers.... We
thank you.

* Tabernacle
* Altarboy dalmatics
* Processional Cross/Fans
* Holy Water Sprinkler
* Icons
* Icon Stand(s)
* Zeon and tray
* Incense Boat
* Censer Holder/Stand
* Gospel Stand
* Reader’s Stand
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-Education Conference, cont’d from page 1

called to give glory to Him through our own participation in His divine plan
– through our stewardship, both individually and as cooperating members of
His Body, the Church.
Following lunch, there was a time of light-hearted activity as small groups
were again formed and each was given biblical passages (parables and stories
of our Lord) with stewardship themes; how Biblical figures shared their Time,
their Talents and their Treasure with one another. The participants developed
skits to be presented in charade format to the group as a whole. The winning
group was the one that was able to correctly identify the most stories performed by the other groups. Father Basil challenged the groups to put the
stewardship theme of each passage into easily understandable principles.
Father Basil then turned to a more serious presentation entitled First Fruits
Living, aimed at promoting good stewardship as a way of life, which by the
way, is the ‘motto’ of the Diocesan Stewardship Commission – “Stewardship:
A Way of Life.” Father began his presentation with the Old Testament teachings to God’s chosen people on the subject of recognizing that the harvest is a
blessing from God, and that His people are to express their thanksgiving by returning the first fruits of the harvest to Him. Father then developed the theme
further, on into the New Testament, and ultimately reaching into the Divine
Liturgy as a way for us to understand the reciprocal nature of offering up our
gifts to God in Thanksgiving (Eucharist!) in full faith that He will consecrate
them and be faithful to return them a hundredfold to us.
As with many interactive programs, discussion was lively, and there was more
material to present than there was time to present it. A Workshop on writing
objectives for teaching and learning stewardship in the parish had to be postponed until another opportunity. But sufficient time was reserved at the end
of the day to conduct a ‘Feedback Forum,’ or Listening Post. The participants’
views on how the Commission might best go forward with its current threeyear stewardship education program were solicited, and these will be used to
enhance the future work of the Commission.
The day ended with the Service of Vespers and a (hopefully) enlightened journey home to share the fruits of the day’s labors in the participants’ local
parishes.
And a short P.S. – One of the Conference’s discoveries was that the Resource
Material distributed by the Diocesan Stewardship Commission at and following this summer’s closing session of the Sobor apparently has not been
widely shared within the parishes. These materials are now also available at
http://acrod.org. Under the Stewardship: A Way of Life logo on the Home
Page, click on Download Resources. Please make use of these materials in your
parish bulletins, sermons, educational programs, and especially, in your WAY
OF LIFE!

Archon Michael Kundrat to be
Awarded Honorary Doctorate Degree
at University of Uzhorod
BINGHAMTON, NY -- on Monday, October 18th, Archon Michael
Kundrat will be awarded an Honorary Doctorate Degree on the
65th anniversary of the founding of
the University of Uzhorod.
(Ukraine)
The degree is being awarded to
Michael in recognition of his outstanding leadership in assisting the
Uzhorod Regional Medical Center
in acquiring desperately needed
medical equipment and supplies
through the State Department’s
Operation Hope program. He has
also played a major role in assisting
in the development of the medical
library and clinic.
He will be joined on his journey by his sons, Michael and Joseph and by Dr.
Nicholas Seketa.
Mr. Kundrat is a member of St. Michael’s Church of Binghamton, NY

Father Luke lines up runners for the beginning of the 5k Road Race which initiated the Holy Trinity 100th
Anniversary Celebration.
-Centennial Celebration, cont’d from page 1

Rev. Fr. Daniel Mahler, Corning, NY.
The banquet followed immediately at the Matrix Banquet and Conference
Center. Well over 100 guests were present for the celebratory dinner. Music
was provided by Holy Trinity Choir under the direction of Sandi Fong. Also
providing music for the evening was Michael Dran on the accordion, Nicholas
Mihaly on the violin, and Sandi Fong on the flute.
In Fr. Rosco’s talk to the attendees, he listed several facts about life in America 100 years ago. While many things have changed, the one thing that has
remained unchanged is Jesus Christ and His Church. Fr. Rosco also noted
how Holy Trinity has changed in the past 100 years. Just by looking out at the
different people who are a part of Holy Trinity who come from all different
backgrounds the one thing that has brought all of them together is their Faith
in Jesus Christ and His Holy Orthodox Church.
Throughout the evening a DVD presentation of slides and pictures from previous years was viewed. Put together by one of the parishioners, it became a
highly sought-after memento of the weekend. The evening ended with the
drawing of the 100th Anniversary Raffle which included a grand prize of
$10,000 which was immediately donated back to the parish by the winner.
Sunday morning was a glorious day. The church was filled with faithful and
members of the Mischico family whose patriarch 100 years earlier donated
property to secure a place of worship for the Slavic immigrants who came to
Danbury for work. The Liturgy was served by Very Rev. Protopresbyter Luke
Mihaly along with Rev. Fr. Daniel Mahler, Protodeacon Anthony Kruge, Deacon Robert-Alexander Hubiak, Sub-deacon Wylie Meath and Sub-deacon
Nicholas Mihaly. The choir, under the capable leadership of Sandi Fong, beautifully led the congregation in the responses to the Divine Liturgy. Dozens of
faithful came forward to receive Holy Communion. Fr. Luke, in his homily
congratulated the parish on reaching this milestone and reminded them that
while this was a time to count our blessings this was just a plateau upon which
we must continue to built and go higher and forward. Following the Divine
Liturgy everyone was invited downstairs for a catered brunch served by the
some of the Youth of our parish.
In celebrating its first 100 years, Holy Trinity paused to pay tribute to all those
who built up the foundation of Faith, Jesus Christ. Having honored the past
and secured the present with a new church building, Holy Trinity looks with
the promise of Faith in Jesus Christ and His Church to a very bright future.
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Recent Priestly Ordinations in the Diocese

RAHWAY, NJ -- On Saturday September 18, 2010, Fr. Deacon Michael Rustick,was ordained to the Holy Priesthood at St John the Baptist Church in Rahway, NJ on behalf of Metropolitan Nicholas by His Eminence, Archbishop Anthony of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA.

MERCER, PA -- On Saturday, September 18, 2010, Subdeacon Joseph Gingrich, a seminarian at Christ the Saviour Seminary was ordained to the Diaconate
Diaconate and on Saturday September 18, 2010 to the Holy Priesthood on behalf of Metropolitan Nicholas by His Grace, Bishop Daniel of the Western
Eparchy of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA.

EAST PITTSBURGH, PA--Fr. Deacon Matthew Stagon was ordained to the Holy Priesthood on Sunday October 3, 2010 on behalf of His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas by Archbishop Anthony of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. Fr. Matthew is a 2009 graduate of Christ the Saviour Seminary
and a vocation of St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church of East Pittsburgh, PA.
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Ecumenical Patriarch Receives
Officers of Episcopal Assembly

Archbishop Justinian, Archbishop Demetrios, Archbishop Antony and Bishop Basil, officers of the newlyformed Episcopal Assembly, are shown with His All-Holiess, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew.

On Tuesday, September 21st His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew received the Officers of the Episcopal Assembly of North and
Central America at the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul. His All Holiness
had invited the Officers through the cooperation of Archbishop Demetrios of
America, the Chairman of the Assembly, who also led the delegation to the
Phanar for the substantive and detailed meeting. The other Officers included
Archbishop Justinian of Naro-Fominsk (Moscow Patriarchate, Vice-Chairman), Archbishop Antony of Hierapolis, (Ecumenical Patriarchate-UOCUSA,
Treasurer) and Bishop Basil of Wichita and Mid-America (Patriarchate of Antioch–Antiochian Archdiocese, Secretary). Also in attendance at the meeting
were Archimandrite Bartholomew Samaras, Deputy Secretary of the Holy and
Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Archpriest Igor Vyzhanov of the
Moscow Patriarchate, and Frs. Mark Arey and John Chryssavgis of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese.
Following a paternal exhortation of His All Holiness, the officers engaged the
Ecumenical Patriarch in a full and robust discussion of the work and prospects
of the Assembly. Of particular note during the discussion, was the emphasis
that His All Holiness put on the Committee structure, and his encouragement
to commence the Committee work as soon as possible. He also noted both the
size and diversity of the Assembly.
Following the two-hour meeting, His All Holiness hosted the Hierarchs in the
Patriarchal Trapeza, together with Hierarchs of the Ecumenical Throne. Following the meal, the Patriarchate arranged for the Officers to visit the famous
Churches of Chora and Hagia Sophia, before being hosted again in the
evening by His All Holiness for a farewell dinner.

His All-Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew meets with the Episcopal Assembly officers in his
private office.
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OISM Hosted at
Christ the Saviour Seminary

JOHNSTOWN, PA – For the first time in several decades, Christ the Saviour
Seminary hosted a meeting of the Orthodox Inter-Seminary Movement
(OISM). From Friday, September 24 until Sunday, September 26, our diocesan seminarians welcomed representatives from the following Orthodox seminaries:
Holy Cross Seminary, Brookline, MA
Holy Trinity Seminary, Jordanville, NY
St. Sophia’s Seminary, South Bound Brook, NJ
St. Tikhon’s Seminary,South Canaan, PA
St. Vladimir’s Seminary, Crestwood, NY
In all, there were 30 participants in this encounter.
The visiting seminarians arrived throughout Friday evening. Late in the
evening, the meeting opened—and, for most, a long day of travel ended—
with the celebration of a Moleben to the Holy Spirit Before Beginning Any
Good Work.
On Saturday, Divine Liturgy was celebrated in the seminarychapel, with all
representatives in attendance. Following breakfast, the keynote lecture of the
weekend was given byDeacon Gregory Roeber. Deacon Gregory,the current
president of the Orthodox Theological Society of America, chairedthe history
department at Penn State for over adecade. He shared his research andobservations on the current state of higher education in America, andhis perspectives on what role the Orthodox Church should play therein.
In the afternoon, the seminarians visited Antiochian Villagein Ligonier, PA.
Providentially, the OISM meeting coincided with the annual St. Thekla Pilgrimage at Antiochian Village. In addition to touring the facilities, grounds,
library and museum, the seminarians were able to participate in the Mystery
of Holy Unction, which was served in the afternoon as part of the pilgrimage.
A number of seminarians also took the opportunity to visit the grave of St.
Raphael of Brooklyn, who is buried on the grounds.
In the evening, Great Vespers was celebrated at Christ theSaviour Cathedral.
Dinner was served at the diocesan chancery, followed by the OISM General
Assembly meeting. To close the evening, Deacon Pawel Mucha of the St. John
the Compassionate Mission and the Lived Theology School in Toronto gave
a stirring presentation on the multi-faceted ministry of the mission.
On Sunday, the seminarians participated in Divine Liturgy at Christ the Saviour Cathedral. After refreshments at the seminary, the gathering concluded.
The entire weekend was marked by a feeling of camaraderie amongst all involved. Many remarked at the close, almost familial atmosphere for the weekend, which was enhanced by the hospitality they received from our
seminarians.
The next meeting of OISM will be held in the spring at St. Vladimir’s Seminary.

After dinner in the chancery the seminarians engaged in a discussion regarding the present and future
direction of OISM.
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-Archpoastoral Address, cont’d from page 3

calling: “I am sure,” St. Paul writes in the Epistle to the Philippians, “that He
Who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus
Christ” (Philippians 1.6).

October 24, 2010

To this end, I make the following proposals.

Practical Proposals

I

propose that we sing together, and practice ascesis together. Instead of atLet us call to remembrance a time when we were not divided: a time when we
tempting an intercommunion now and attempting the complications of juwere united. Let us travel the length of the epitrachil back to the moment
when the stole is a single strand at the head, instead of a division into two sep- risdictional reality, I propose that long before we are able to commune together
at the Table, that we work and practice toward that moment in Vespers and
arate columns as it touches the floor.
Matins, in pilgrimage and works of charity.
Let me help you remember. Listen to that which continues to draw us together. Listen to the artifacts of our common history, the continued melodies I propose a yoking of our seminaries in an organized, ongoing association. In
of our memory. Listen to the echoing strains of Bohorodice D’iva at the sum- this regard, it would be rewarding to pursue a common study program of our
mer otpust. Listen to the voices crying out, and the faithful making their pok- two seminaries – a careful study and discussion of the work of St. Maximos the
lon in the aisles, as they sing preterpy vij. Remember the baskets of Pascha late Confessor: Centuries on Love. This work, in particular, would lay the groundSaturday night and before the Dawn. Remember the Sunday dinners of your work for a fresh understanding of fellowship and unity.
mother’s roast chicken, the kielbasa on Bright Monday morning after Liturgy. I propose that our two jurisdictions establish united programming, such as an
Remember the jaslickari, the first star on Christmas eve and the joyous strains annual family conference that emphasizes catechesis and prayer. Too often,
of Roždestvo.
our laity come together for business meetings, but do not come together for
spiritual growth as a family.

Prostopinije as Memory I propose that together, we support the call issued by the North American Or-

thodox-Catholic Theological Consultation in Georgetown this past weekend.
e should especially remember the clearest, brightest sign of our singuAs Fr. David Petras, who was one of the Consultants, already knows, the Conlar past. We manifest this sign at every Divine Liturgy and every Disultation called for all Churches to return to a strictly astronomical observance
vine Service. Indeed, whenever we congregate as Christian, Rusin people, this
of the Nicene decree for the dating of the Paschal celebration. We should, tosign emerges as clear as sunrise in the morning.
gether, support this effort. It is bad enough that the Christian community is
Of course I am speaking here of the Carpatho-Rusin legacy of prostopinije – divided in the celebration of Easter. It is a far worse scandal that the Byzantine
and it is a golden legacy. It is rightly treasured and cherished. As we sing its Christian community does not say Christos Voskrese on the same day. Next year
beautiful cycle of eight tones, in the various settings of tropar, kondak, bo- we celebrate Pascha on the same day. I hope that this unified celebration conhorodicen, samolahse sticherij and irmos, we are hearing two sets of echoes. tinues without interruption.
First of all, we hear – of course – the dogma of the Apostolic Church. We hear
I propose that we accept this present interval, the delay of our canonical inthe Tradition that binds us with the rest of Eastern Christendom.
tercommunion, as a Providential ordering of our growth in fellowship. I proBut secondly, we hear something that defines us in Christian difference. We pose more than academic exchange, for in a moment where the Man of
hear echoes and ancient strains from the Carpathian mountains. We hear Lawlessness is soon to be revealed, academics and philosophy are not enough:
melodies that were sung on the hillsides, in far off rustic churches. We hear instead, I call us to a common sacrifice, a mutual pouring out of self in kenotones that were gathered from songs that were sung in the towns on summer sis, and a shared taking up of the Cross and discernment of the Apostolic Vievenings. We hear echoes from pilgrimages, and the chorus of older women sion.
as they trod carefully up hillsides to shrines set in high mountain meadows.
And in the great Feasts, we even hear older, more ancient melodies – melodies
The Signs of the Times and Disunity
which carry the haunting tones of Kiev and Constantinople.
ur people are scattered. They have been swallowed by the empty world.
Our very own tradition of liturgical music is a potent force of cohesion. It is
They have forgotten the songs of cerkva, the pritvor and the kermeš. They
probably the most important sign of our ethos as a people. It does not confine
have
been
catechized by the marketplace and violence. They have wandered
us to a certain race. It does not hold us in the past. It does not prevent us from
into multiple divorce and broken houses. They have gathered reprobation and
reaching out to our neighbors in our locations.
mindlessness into their own embrace.
Instead, it reveals to us indications of the specific ministry that God has given
us – a ministry that we need to extend to our neighborhoods. I think that in The modern world has not been kind to our children, and our forefathers –
our prostopinije there is revealed a certain winsome character of our historic so- on both sides of Brest-Litovsk and Uzhorod – wait in anticipation, praying in
ciety. Every historic group has its own particular memories of how God’s Grace the Bosom of Abraham that we will be brave at this moment … that we will
has established peace and transformation within its culture. We Rusins have not let this moment go. The fathers wait – both Orthodox and Greek Catholic,
our own memory – a memory that we need to witness to our neighborhoods, both Maxim Sandovich and Theodore Romzha – for they like Rachel hear the
to America in general, and even to the sad and sterile West. I suggest to you confused cries of Rusin children and all their neighbors.
that our plain chant is the single greatest channel of that memory. It signifies Indeed, the Lord calls, for He sees the people of this land without a shepherd.
our acceptance of the common man, and our treasuring of the home and fam- The blind are leading the blind in this day and age, where the god of the world
ily. It communicates a faith in God through adversity, and a joyful hope in has been more successful than ever at blinding the age in disbelief.
His deliverance.
People are perishing for want of a Vision – so says King Solomon in Proverbs

W

O

All these memories, and all these extensions of our common history, are all
little bits of happiness and sentiment, but they are more than mere nostalgia:
they are potent reminders of a Divine call – God’s Will – for us to restore that
which we have torn asunder. We sing too well and too much alike for unity to
remain unattempted. We are too inter-related to stay apart. We are too familiar to remain unfamiliar.
Let us face facts: we have more in common culturally with each other than we
do with others in our respective jurisdictions.

(29.18). Let us be true to the sign of the epitrachil. It is time to stop going
alone in disunity. Let us go together, once again, two by two into the harvest
field, joined together in unity in the mountain of Sion, under the Headship
of Jesus Christ.

A Legacy at the Kiss of Peace

Y

ears ago, Metropolitan Judson Procyk of blessed repose invited me to an
Anniversary Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, which he and several other bishIf you look back far enough, you will always find Adam. In other words, we
ops of the Eparchy would celebrate.
separated brethren should remember, and if we do, our Christian memory will
I remember every day a certain moment during that Liturgy which transcends
discern a single, timeless fellowship that calls us home again.
the limitations of time. He walked over to me during the singing of the Nicene
In Christian history, and only in Christian history, departures and schisms,
Creed, and we stopped and both recognized the significance of this moment.
alienations and disunity may certainly be overcome. If we can heal our past,
Fifty years earlier, such a gesture on his part would have been incomprehensiwe can offer healing to this present.
ble. My presence at the Liturgy would have been just as unthinkable.
This possibility of providing real healing to our people, and to all the people
And yet, here we were, at the Kiss of Peace. I told him then what I tell you
in the byways and the highways, the hedgerows and the wayside who need to
now: do not let this go. Christ is in our midst: do not let this moment pass
come to the Wedding Banquet – this possibility should be all the motivation
away.
we need to pursue some immediate aims.
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Orthodox-Catholic Dialogue Lays Out A Vision Of
Unity In Unprecedented Document
WASHINGTON—Representatives
of the Orthodox and Catholic
Churches have issued two new documents outlining immediate steps they
can take to overcome their thousandyear separation. The North American
Orthodox-Catholic Theological Consultation finalized these agreed statements when it met at Georgetown
University in Washington, September
30 to October 2. The Consultation is
co-chaired by Archbishop Gregory M.
Aymond of New Orleans and Metropolitan Maximos of Pittsburgh.
The first statement, “Steps Towards a
Reunited Church: A Sketch of an Orthodox-Catholic Vision for the Future,” is an unprecedented effort to
begin to visualize the shape of a reunited Catholic and Orthodox
Church that would result from the
reestablishment of full communion.
The text acknowledges that the role of
the Bishop of Rome in the Church is
a central point of disagreement and
outlines the history of this divergence
between East and West. It goes on to
summarize the many elements of the Christian faith and ecclesial life that the
two churches share, and emphasizes the urgency of overcoming our divisions.
“Clearly, this cannot be achieved without new, better harmonized structures
of leadership on both sides: new conceptions of both synodality and primacy
in the universal Church, new approaches to the way primacy and authority
are exercised in both our communions,” the document says.
The agreed statement lists some of the features that would characterize a fully
reunited Church and then focuses on the role the papacy would play within
it. This role would need to be carefully defined, “both in continuity with the
ancient structural principles of Christianity and in response to the need for a
unified Christian message in the world of today.” The document then suggests several aspects of the Pope’s ministry in a reunited Church that could be
both faithful to Catholic teaching and acceptable to the Orthodox. The document also lists several “preparatory steps” that could be taken even now as a
prelude to the future unity of the churches, such as shared prayer and social
ministry, and enumerates several questions and problems that remain outstanding.
The text concludes that “The challenge and the invitation to Orthodox and
Catholic Christians … is now to see Christ authentically present in each other,
and to find in those structures of leadership that have shaped our communities through the centuries a force to move us beyond disunity, mistrust, and
competition, towards that oneness in his Body, that obedience to his Spirit,
which will reveal us as his disciples before the world.”
The second statement, “Celebrating Easter/Pascha Together,” is a re-affirmation of the Consultation’s 1998 document, “A Common Response to the
Aleppo Statement on the Date of Easter/Pascha.” In this new text, the members emphasize the importance of a united witness to the Resurrection of
Christ, which lies at the very center of the Christian faith, and the scandal
caused by the inability to celebrate this feast day consistently on the same date.
The Consultation joins many other expressions of support for a recent proposal that would re-calculate the date of Easter for all Christians based strictly
on the teaching of the First Council of Nicaea (325), which determined that
Easter be celebrated on the first Sunday following the first full moon after the
Spring Equinox. Determining the Equinox from the Jerusalem meridian and
using the most accurate scientific instruments and astronomical data available
would require a change for both traditions, but would also represent greater
faithfulness to the teaching of Nicaea.
“For the mission of the Church,” the document states, “a common celebration
would support the unity we already share and help to build it further in the
future.”
This 79th session of the Consultation was hosted by the Office of the President of Georgetown University, which made the historic Riggs Library avail-

able for the meeting. The members
were the guests of Fr. John P. Langan,
SJ, Rector of the Georgetown Jesuit
Community for dinner on September
30, and Dr. John J. DeGioia, the President of the University, hosted a dinner for the Consultation and several
members of the faculty and staff in the
Philodemic Room on Friday evening
October 1.
In addition to the co-chairs, the Consultation includes Orthodox representatives Father Thomas FitzGerald,
dean of the Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in Brookline,
Massachusetts (Secretary); Father
Nicholas Apostola, pastor, St.
Nicholas Romanian Orthodox
Church in Shrewsbury, MA; Father
John Erickson, former dean and professor of canon law and church history
at Saint Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary in Crestwood, NY;
Susan Ashbrook Harvey, Ph.D.,
Willard Prescott and Annie McClelland Smith Professor and Chair of Religious Studies, Brown University,
Providence, Rhode Island; Father James Dutko, pastor of St. Michael’s
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Church in Binghamton, NY; Paul Meyendorff,
Ph.D., Alexander Schmemann professor of liturgical theology and associate
dean for academic affairs, St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary,
Crestwood, NY; Father Alexander Golitzin, professor of theology at Marquette
University, Milwaukee; Robert Haddad, Ph.D., Sophia Smith Professor Emeritus of History at Smith College in Northampton, MA; Father Robert
Stephanopoulos, pastor emeritus of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, New York; Father Theodore Pulcini, associate professor of religion at Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania; and Father
Mark Arey, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, New York, (staff ).
Additional Catholic members are Jesuit Father Brian Daley (Secretary),
Catherine F. Huisking professor of Theology at the University of Notre Dame,
Notre Dame, Indiana; Thomas Bird, Ph.D., associate professor of Slavic Languages and Literatures, Queens College, City University of New York, Flushing, NY; Sylvain Destrempes, Ph.D., faculty of the Grand Seminaire in
Montreal; Father Peter Galadza, Kule Family Professor of Liturgy at the Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Christian Studies, Ottawa;
Chorbishop John D. Faris, pastor of St. Louis Gonzaga Maronite Church,
Utica, New York; Father John Galvin, professor of Systematic Theology, The
Catholic University of America (CUA), Washington; Father Sidney Griffith,
professor in the Department of Semitic and Egyptian Languages and Literatures, CUA; Father Joseph Komonchak, professor emeritus of religious studies at CUA; Monsignor Paul McPartlan, Carl J. Peter Professor of Systematic
Theology and Ecumenism at CUA; Father David Petras, spiritual director and
professor of liturgy at the Byzantine Catholic Seminary of Sts. Cyril and
Methodius, Pittsburgh; Sister of Charity of Leavenworth Susan K. Wood, professor and chair of the Department of Theology at Marquette; Vito Nicastro,
Ph.D., associate director of the Office for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs, Archdiocese of Boston; and Paulist Father Ronald Roberson, Ph.D., associate director of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’
(USCCB) Secretariat for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs, staff. In addition, Father Stephen Wojcichowsky, director of the Metropolitan Andrey
Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Christian Studies at Saint Paul University in
Ottawa, Canada, served as an alternative representative of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops at this session.
Since its establishment in 1965, the North American Consultation has now issued 25 agreed statements on various topics. All these texts are now available
on the USCCB website at www.usccb.org/seia/orthodox_index.shtml and the
Standing Conference of the Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas
(SCOBA) website at www.scoba.us/resources/orthodox-catholic.html.
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2010 Census of Orthodox Christian Churches in
the USA Now Complete
JOHNSTOWN, PA -- Data is now available from the 2010 US Orthodox
Christian Census which our diocese participated in. This census was part of
the national “Religious Congregations and Membership Study 2010, that was
conducted by Alexei Krindatch, a researcher engaged by the Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in America.
The following represents a summary of the research findings:
What is the US National Orthodox Census and what it tells us about?
The 2010 US Orthodox Christian Census provides information on:
*parishes and monastic communities in American Orthodox Christian
Churches including the so-called Oriental Orthodox Christian Churches;
*Church “adherents” - the most inclusive category of church membership
which includes children and anyone participating even occasionally in church
life;
*Church “regular attendees” - the persons attending church on the regular
basis.
Data on adherents and regular attendees are available for each local Orthodox
parish (congregation), each national American Orthodox Christian Church
and for each geographic area and each county of the USA.

dance across the various American Orthodox Churches. The regular church attendees constitute as much as 77% of all church members in the Holy Orthodox Church in North America, 53 % in Malankara Orthodox Syrian
Church and 51% in Coptic Orthodox Church. Quite differently, no more
than 15% of all members attend church regularly in the case of American Diocese of Macedonian Orthodox Church (11%), Vicariate for Palestinian Orthodox Communities (12%), Armenian Church of North America
Catholicosate Etchmiadzin (13%) and Patriarchal Parishes of the Russian Orthodox Church (15%).
How large are American Orthodox parishes?
The size of an “average” Orthodox parish in America varies greatly from one
Orthodox Church to the other. The most sizeable parishes are in the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America (GOA). An “average” GOA parish has 908
persons. At the same time, the parishes of the Holy Orthodox Church in
North America, Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Diocese and American
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese are relatively small: 81, 130 and 133
persons per parish on an average.

Where in America do the members of Orthodox Christian Churches live and
worship?
Why is this National Orthodox Census unique?
Orthodox Christians live and have their churches in all US states. At the same
The data in the Census was obtained directly from the local Orthodox parishes time, 48% - almost half – of all Orthodox Church members live in just five
- not from the national church headquarters or regional judicatories (dioceses). states: California (14.5% of all American Orthodox Church members), New
Therefore the 2010 National Orthodox Census provides the most reliable and York (13.5%), Illinois (7.2%), New Jersey (6.9%) and Massachusetts (5.9%).
accurate information on the Orthodox Christian Churches in the United In terms of the number of the local Orthodox parishes (rather than church
States.
members), five states with the biggest number of Orthodox congregations are:
California (255 Orthodox parishes total), Pennsylvania (250), New York
What is the total membership in all American Orthodox Christian Churches (240), Florida (136) and New Jersey (128).
combined?
There are roughly 1,044,000 adherents of the various Orthodox Christian Which US states have the highest proportion of the Orthodox Church members
Churches in the United States. This figure includes 227,000 members of the in the state’s total population?
Oriental Orthodox Christian Churches such as Coptic, Armenian, Syriac and Nationwide, the proportion of adherents of the various Orthodox Christian
Malankara Indian Orthodox Churches. The American Orthodox Christians Churches in the total country’s population is small: 0.34%. In certain states,
worship in 2,380 local Orthodox parishes which belong to 20 different na- however, this proportion is significantly higher. These states are: Alaska
tional Orthodox Church bodies including 6 Oriental Orthodox Churches.
(1.93%), Massachusetts (0.93%), New Jersey (0.83%), New York (0.72%)
and Rhode Island (0.72%).
Are American Orthodox Churches growing?
The answer to this question is “Yes.” From 2000-2010, the total number of Does 2010 US Orthodox Census tell us about all Orthodox Christians living
Orthodox parishes in America increased for 16 percent.
in the United States?
The fastest growing groups among national Orthodox Churches in the US The answer to this question is “No.” The 2010 US Orthodox Census proare: Bulgarian Orthodox Eastern Diocese (+122% increase in parishes), Ro- vided information only on persons who are – at least marginally – involved in
manian Orthodox Archdiocese (+121%), and Malankara Archdiocese of the the Church life and, therefore, are known to the local Orthodox parishes. SimSyrian Orthodox Church (+89%). Out of twenty national Orthodox Churches ilarly to many other Christian denominations in America, there can be sigparticipating in 2010 US Orthodox Census, only three declined in number of nificant number of persons who were once baptized in the Orthodox Church
parishes during 2000-2010: Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, Patri- and who still consider themselves as being Orthodox Christians, but who do
archal Parishes of the Russian Orthodox Church and Armenian Apostolic not participate and attend at all. In other words, the 2010 US Orthodox CenChurch of America (Catholicosate Cilicia).
sus was Census of members of US Orthodox Christian Churches rather than
Census of the entire Orthodox Christian population in America.
Which of American Orthodox Christian Churches are the biggest and which
are the smallest ones?
ENCLOSED IS MY CONTRIBUTION TO THE
In terms of membership, of all US Orthodox Christian Churches, the Greek
DIOCESAN DONORS FUND FOR THE YEAR 2010:
Orthodox Archdiocese of America (GOA) is by far the largest one. According
to 2010 US Orthodox Census, GOA has nearly 477,000 members. Put difName: ________________________________
ferently, 46% of all Orthodox Church members in the USA belong to GOA.
Address: _______________________________
In terms of number of parishes, however, Orthodox Church in America has
City: ____________ State: _____ Zip: _______
more local congregations than GOA does: 551 and 525 respectively. The
smallest of American Orthodox Churches is Albanian Orthodox Diocese of
Parish: ________________________________
America. Although it is considered as a national Church, it has just 2 parishes
Please make all checks payable to “2010 Distinguished Diocesan
with 700 members total.
Donors,” & send to:
Are the members of American Orthodox Christian Churches regular and frequent church goers?
There is no one general answer to this question. It depends on particular
Church. Nationwide, for all US Orthodox Christian Churches combined, the
proportion of the regular church attendees in the total of church adherents is
27 percent. But there are huge differences in the frequency of church atten-

Office of the Diocesan Treasurer
Diocesan Administration Building
312 Garfield
Johnstown, PA 15906
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POTOMAC, MD--George and Mary Popovich, new additions to the Holy
Resurrection Parish family in Potomac from St. Nicholas in Homestead, recently celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary. They are shown with Fr.
Peter Zarynow, Pastor.

Big News in Rockaway HAWK RUN, PA--Children from Saint John the Baptist Church, Hawk Run,

PA enjoy themselves at an outing to Delgrosso’s Amusement Park. They a picROCKAWAY, NJ--On Thursday, August 26, after a six year long ordeal, SS
tured with their pastor, Father Peter Benyo.
Peter & Paul Church was presented with the ceremonial check for $1Million
to purchase excess parish land for the purposes of preservation through
state/local government grants. Fr. Michael Chendorain was on hand to receive the check from the Rockaway Borough Town Council at its regular meeting. The following Sunday, August 29, the parish broke ground for a new
rectory located on land the church retained for its use. After nearly three
decades of looking to build a rectory, the parish is finally completing the
church complex and is looking forward to the future. Work is slated to be
completed by the end of the year with a blessing sometime in early 2011.
Diocesan faithful can visit the church’s website at www.ssppacrod.org to follow the progress on as well as see the rectory plans and renderings.

ELIZABETH, NJ--Mary Richvalsky of St. Nicholas Church in Elizabeth, NJ
celebrated her 94th birthday on September 20. She is shown with her pastor,
Very Rev. Fr. John Pribish.

Become a Distinguished Diocesan Donor
Giving Levels:
$100 Entry Level Donor
$250 Bronze Level Donor
$500 Silver Level Donor
$1,000 Gold Level Donor
$10,000 and up Platinum Level Donor
“Equipping the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the
Body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12).

CENTRAL CITY, PA--Sue Smolen of Saints Peter and Paul Church in Central City, PA recently celebrated her 90th birthday. She is shown with Parish
Council President, Steven M. Muha, and Protodeacon Oleg Aminov.
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NATIONAL YOUTH ENCOUNTER WEEKEND
Miles Zdinak, will also be leading
the Encounter. Due to a generous
contribution from the National SR.
ACRY the cost is $65 per camper.
Any adult who is bringing campers
to the event may stay for the weekend at the same price. You can catch
up with some old friends, make new
friends, and have fun while living
the Faith.
All campers must have a signed
parental permission slip/insurance

Holy Land Pilgrimage
Being Organized
Pool of Bethesda, Jerusalem

form to attend the event. Forms may
be downloaded from the ACRY
website at acrod.org/organizations/senioracry. Mail the completed forms
as well as check made out to the National JR A.C.R.Y. to the address
listed on the form. For further information or questions please contact
Amy
Oblinsky
at
alo2474@comcast.net or by phone at
610.399.6913. The deadline to register for the event is October 30th.

PERIODICAL

MERCER, PA - The National Youth
Encounter Weekend is November
12-14, 2010 at Camp Nazareth.
The Encounter is sponsored by the
National JR. ACRY and is open to
youth ages 8-18. You do not have to
be a member of the JR. ACRY to attend.
The weekend’s activities will include
time for prayer, spiritual learning,
recreation, arts and crafts and more.
JR ACRY Spiritual Advisor, Fr.
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JOHNSTOWN, PA--With the blessing of His Eminence, Metropolitan
Nicholas, a pilgrimage to the Holy Land is being organized for May 10-May
18, 2011. The trip will visit all of the holy places associated with the Lord’s
birth, life, passion, death and resurrection: Bethlehem, Nazareth, Sea of
Galilee, Mount Tabor, Jerusalem. A highlight of the trip will be a midnight
Divine Liturgy at the very Tomb of the Lord in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher.
Cost is $3,100 which includes, air fare and two meals daily. For more information contact Father Edward Pehanich at fredpeh@verizon.net or 724-8633741 (evenings).
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-Editorial, cont’d from page 2

The story of Christopher Hitchens raises an interesting question: Should we be
praying for people like Mr. Hitchens, who obviously don’t want or appreciate
our prayers, and who don’t have any belief in their power? Or by doing so, are
we truly wasting our time? We find the answer to this in our Lord’s moving
words referred to as the “Sermon on the Mount.” He points out clearly that
if you just do good things to people you like, that’s not such a big deal. To
prove we truly understand what it is to be a follower of Christ, we have to
obey His words: “Love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to
those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you.”
Indeed, He explains we must do this “…so that you may be sons of your Father in heaven, for He makes His sun rise on the evil and the good and sends
rain on the just and the unjust as well.” Yes, God loves us all, even those who
question His very existence. As His followers, we are expected to do the same.
Like all of us, Mr. Hitchens will, one day, have to answer for his life. Remember that when we give an account for ours, we will be judged on how
complete and unconditional our love is for everyone.
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