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Altar Boy Retreat 2009

JOHNSTOWN, PA--On Sunday, June 28th, over 90 young men and 13
priests gathered in Johnstown, Pennsylvania for this year’s annual Diocesan
Altar Boy Retreat: “Encounter 2009”. The ride for most to the Seminary that
day was marked by overcast skies and intermittent downpours, but as the participants began to arrive in Johnstown, the clouds parted and the sun began
to shine—a fitting sign from God that it was certainly good for us to be there.
The theme for this year’s retreat was “Christ lives in me”: a paraphrase of Galatians 2:20, and a fitting theme for men who serve at the Altar of our Lord. In
addition, this year’s retreat was also dedicated to the Very Rev. Protopresbyter
Stephen Dutko, who was one of the founders of the altar boy retreat and who
had recently fallen asleep in the Lord.
Upon arrival at Christ the Saviour Seminary, the boys received their room assignments, spent some time playing football on the front lawn and enjoyed a
pizza party. Soon after, Fr. David Cochran, the Retreat Master, officially
opened the program with a short welcome talk. Every altar boy was then asked
to share with the others where they were from and one thing that would surprise us to learn about them. There were certainly some interesting responses!
After the talk, the group began what would be a running event throughout the
three days: “Survivor Johnstown/Windber.” This was a friendly competition
between the boys who were divided into 12 teams representing the 12 tribes
of Israel. That evening the event was a relay race with a gigantic beach ball.
Over the course of the retreat “Survivor Johnstown/Windber” proved to be
very popular.
The group then walked to the Cathedral for evening prayers and the first of
eight talks based on the fondly remembered saying of Fr. Stephen Dutko: “I
love being a priest.” This first talk was given by Fr. Peter Benyo. After that, the
boys went to their assigned places for a good night’s sleep.

Monday Activities

M

onday morning came with morning prayers offered in small groups and
breakfast at the Christ the Saviour Cathedral Education Center. After
breakfast, another talk was given by Protopresbyter Luke Mihaly. Plain Chant
class was then held in the Cathedral led by Frs. Paproski and Loposky. After
this, the boys heard Fr. Peter talk about why he loved being a priest.
After lunch at the Ed Center, the group then travelled to Sts. Peter and Paul
Church in Windber where once again, we were welcomed by Fr. Miles Zdinak and the faithful there. The altar boys spent the afternoon enjoying their
spacious grounds, pavilion and the nearby Windber Park pool. Later that day
was the second event in “Survivor Johnstown/Windber”. This was a food event,
with a member from each team being blindfolded and asked to taste various
foods, trying to figure out what they were. This event was truly enjoyed by all.
This was followed by an obstacle course race that was a true test of speed and
endurance. The final event for the day was the water bottle run, where one boy
from each team had to run with a full 5 gallon water bottle.
The boys then gathered in the pavilion for the traditional cookout dinner by
William “Big Bill” Oldham, his son, Richard, Pani Liz and members of Sts.
Peter and Paul. After dinner, the fourth talk was given by Fr. Miles. Following
his talk, the boys divided into four groups for our breakout session. Frs. Andrew Fetchina, Stephen Loposky, John Fedornock and James Dutko led the
breakout session discussing Joshua, Samson, David and Gideon from the Old
Testament.
After the breakout sessions we gathered in the Church for a Penance Service
and the fifth talk by Fr. Peter Zarynow. This was followed by confessions,
evening prayers in small groups and the sixth talk of the day by Fr. Michael
Chendorain. The group then returned to the pavilion to clean up and board
-cont’d on page 3
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A License to Kill? Hardly!

O

n the evening of Tuesday, August 4th, George Sodini, age 48,
entered a gym to which he belonged
in a Pittsburgh suburb…walked into
a room where an lady’s aerobic class
was being held…turned out the
lights…opened his gym bag…calmly
pulled out a gun and started firing.
When the smoke cleared, 3 women
had been killed, 9 others were injured
and Sodini had taken his own life as
well. Like most tragedies of this nature, no one saw this coming. Sodini
was described by those who knew
him as being a “loner.” But he had a
good job, a home and a semblance of
a social life, making this unthinkable
act of violence all the more shocking.
When police went through the files
on his computer, however, what they
found was chilling to say the least.
Suddenly a senseless story began to
make sense. For nearly a year, Sodini
had kept a diary, where he spoke
freely of his hatred for women, seemingly brought on by his lack of success in developing a lasting
relationship with anyone. He had
been plotting this terrible deed since

last November—in January, he actually was ready to follow through on
his master plan, but lost his nerve and
left the gym without opening his bag.
Sodini’s diary shows him to be a troubled, disturbed man with a distorted
view of reality. But most troubling
about his words is that they show him
to also have a terribly distorted view
of religion as well.
For 13 years, Mr. Sodini belonged to
a large nondenominational church.
He attended services regularly, and
was even part of a Bible study class.
Eventually, he concluded that religion
was a waste of time and that he only
went to church those 13 years out of
guilt and fear. During that time, however, he apparently “learned” something. He commented that the pastor
convinced him that you can be a mass
murderer and still go to heaven! All
you have to do is believe in Jesus—
that’s all that matters. In fact, on the
day before he committed mass murder, Sodini had this to say: “Soon I
will see God and Jesus. Eternal life does
not depend on what we do. Christ paid
for every sin, so how can we be judged
-cont’d on page 5
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Knowing Christ

T

he Lord asked His disciples:
“Who do the people say I am?”
Why did He ask that? Of course, He
knew the answer, for He is the Seer of
human hearts. Did He want to bask
in people’s praise? No. He simply
tried, with His leading questions, to
help His disciples to arrive at the only
right answer, because some people
were saying that He was John the
Baptist risen from the dead, others –
that He was Jeremiah or some other
great prophet.

Christian, our thinking will be Christian, our speech will be Christian, and
the way we experience and interact
with the world will also be Christian.
Only if our life, in all its aspects, is
Christian, will our Lord recognize us
as His own.

people; they knew that the crowd
would quickly rip them to shreds, for
the people revered John as a true
prophet. That’s why the Pharisees
gave only a vague answer.

Our Lord is not a legalist. Yes, He has
come not to amend the Law of which
we read in the Old Testament, but to
fulfill it—to fill it with a new and
spiritual meaning, to make it perfect.
For the Jews, who lived before the incarnation of the Savior, the Law was a
line and people knew that if they
stepped over it, they would commit a
sin—they would offend God. Christ
showed people that by transgressing
the Law they would offend, first and
foremost, themselves and that they
would remove themselves from the
caring hands of the Lord and His protection.

While the entire world was lying in
the darkness of paganism, one nation,
by exercising their skills in practicing
the Divine Commandments for
about fifteen hundred years, had produced people who entered into a new
But then the Lord asked His disciples: mode of existence. They did so by fol“Who do you say I am?” Peter an- lowing seemingly simple rules: “do
swered for all of the disciples: “You are not kill”, “do not commit adultery”,
the Christ, the Son of the Living “do not steal.’ They managed to propel their lives in a direction which enGod”.
We acknowledge Christ as the Son of abled them to prepare themselves to
God and this, we hope, is the sole rea- become a new creation.
son why we are in the Church. Why, One can live without killing anyone
if it is so easy for us to see Who Jesus but yet be a murderer; one can never
is, was it so hard for the Israelites of steal but be a thief; one can be very
polite when talking to his superiors
two millennia ago to see the same?
The answer is quite easy: the Jews and parents but yet be blatantly insowere responsible people. The Lord lent – these are just a few deficiencies
asked them: “Was John the Baptist a of keeping only to the letter of the
man of God or not?” They were Law. One person can have a ‘smart’
silent. If somebody would ask us the tattoo and think nothing of it,
same question, we would answer right whereas another person can be rightaway, not thinking twice what ramifi- fully shocked by such a piece of “body
cations the answer should have on our art.” It all depends on the person’s pulives. As for the Pharisees, they sim- rity/pollution of the heart and on
ply said: “We do not know”. Why? how far the person has departed from
Because, if they said John was from the ascetic ideal of Christianity. Yes,
God, the people would have the right we can argue about the length of
to ask why then didn’t they become miniskirts, the amount of make-up
his disciples? On the other hand, the and contents of the tattoos only when
Pharisees were afraid to say he was not our standards are not the standards of
from God, because they feared the the Church, but of the world.

The Lord, by posing this question,
was forcing them to face a dilemma.
He drew a line between those who acknowledged Him as the Christ and
those who did not. This line is crucial, and crossing it cannot be taken
lightly. This line separates two opposite realities. When we recognize
Christ as the Son of God, it is only
natural that this faith will manifest itself, and that we will bear witness to
our faith. Our way of life will become The Son of God came to earth and,
-cont’d on page 4
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-Altar Boy Retreat, cont’d from page 1

the buses for the ride back to Johnstown.

Liturgy and Baseball!

A

s Tuesday morning again dawned with overcast skies, the altar boys gathered at the Seminary to prepare for the walk to Christ the Saviour Cathedral for Divine Liturgy. His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas presided at the
Liturgy with Frs. David Cochran, John Fedornock, Andrew Fetchina and
Miles Zdinak assisting. The altar boys sang the responses, led by Frs. Paproski,
Chendorain and Loposky. Protopresbyter James Dutko delivered the homily
for the morning. After Divine Liturgy, a “Big Breakfast” was served to prepare
the group for the trip ahead to Pittsburgh. Prior to departing, Fr. Michael
Macura gave his talk on why he loved being a priest, offering a unique perspective of serving as a military chaplain. The first stop on the day trip was St.
Nicholas Church in Homestead where Fr. Robert Buczak and parishioners
treated the acolytes to a delicious spaghetti dinner. Here the last talk of the retreat was given by Fr. Michael Zak. The skies were a bit dark as the boys
boarded the buses to travel to PNC Park and a baseball game between the
Pittsburgh Pirates and the Chicago Cubs. After circling the park five or six
times to find a place for the buses to park, they entered the park—only to
have the skies open! However, once again God smiled on everyone as the
shower was brief. A great baseball game in a great ball park (and a rare win by
the Pirates!) was enjoyed by all! The altar servers and clergy returned to Johnstown tired, but happy after their long day of activity.

Page 3

Metropolitan Establishes
New Commissions

Thanks and Acknowledgements

W

ednesday morning brought morning prayers, clean-up and the last
breakfast in the Ed Center. The boys then had the opportunity to peruse the Seminary bookstore before all left to return home. The staff of the retreat would like to thank His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas for hosting us
again this year. We would also very much like to thank Nancy and John Kobal
for feeding us and cleaning up after us at the Ed Center. Thanks also go to Protopresbyter Frank Miloro, Cathedral Dean, and the members of the Cathedral
and the officers of the Ed Center for allowing us to use their facilities. Many
thanks also to Seminarian Greg Robel for his help in setting up the buildings
for our arrival. The entire staff of the Altar Boy Retreat looks forward to next
year’s retreat.
JOHNSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA – His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas
has announced the formation of two new Diocesan Commissions: the Stewardship Commission and the Commission for Missions, Evangelization and
Parish Growth. Both new Diocesan Apostolates have been established as a result of overwhelming concern for these areas expressed at the recent XXI
Diocesan Council. The Stewardship Commission will be chaired by Father
Frederick Watson, pastor of St. Elizabeth Mission in Woodstock, Georgia.
Other committee members include: Father Basil Aden, Deacon Stephen Hall
and John Bilanin. The Stewardship Commission has been charged with developing a Diocesan funding strategy, with the long-range goal being the elimination of an individual Diocesan assessment and replacing it with a
proportionate giving program that ideally will increase Diocesan revenue. The
commission will attempt to clarify Diocesan financial needs and educate our
faithful concerning the concept of giving willingly and out of love rather than
contributing out of merely a sense of obligation.

Altar Boys walk in procession to Christ the Saviour Cathedral for Divine Liturgy.

Father Michael Chendorain leads a group of Altar Boys in Morning Prayers.

The Commission for Missions, Evangelization and Parish Growth will be
chaired by Protopresbyter Michael Rosco, pastor of St. John the Baptist
Church in Perth Amboy, New Jersey. Other members of the Commission include: Father Andrew Fetchina, Father James Blomeley, Pani Constance Miloro
and Donald Lauffler. Their primary focus will be to do an in-depth study on
where new mission parishes can be established and how the necessary work of
“planting churches” can be shared by all of the faithful of the Diocese. Much
discussion at the Sobor centered on a new approach to establishing mission
parishes. Our early missionary endeavors focused on forming parishes for
Diocesan faithful who had relocated to other parts of the country. It was felt
that a need exists for bringing Orthodoxy to areas where evangelization will be
needed as well. Already, we have 2 new mission parishes in the Diocese—
Murphy, North Carolina and Hampton Roads, Virginia—where the pastors
are literally “starting from scratch” without any core group of Orthodox Christians as a nucleus for their efforts. Recent Diocesan census figures show a drastic decline in membership—particularly in older, established parish
communities. The Commission is also charged with formulating a long-range
plan to assist these churches in parish renewal efforts.
The two new Diocesan Commissions will be asked to convene shortly to begin
their most-important labors. Their development will highlight the agenda of
the “Mini-Sobor” which will be convened in Johnstown in 2010.
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by revealing the spiritual dimensions of the Law, disclosed the limitless potential of the human being – the bearer of the Image of God. Fulfillment of
this potential is a great responsibility, realized only through rejection of our
current self. No matter what our ethnic and social background might be:
whether we are fishermen in Palestine, untouchables in India, housewives in
Greece or steelworkers in the US – we have to acquire the nobility of spirit to
the degree that God Himself would adopt us as His sons and daughters by
grace. This nobility of spirit will guide us in all aspects of our life: how we
talk, how we conduct ourselves in our workplace, what and how we eat, what
we wear, how we spend our money, what we do for leisure, etc.
The Only-begotten Son of God brought this nobility of spirit into the world.
He didn’t merely talk about it, but He manifested it in His own Life. The impact of His presence was felt by everyone in Israel. This caused some to follow
Him, catching His every word, whereas others couldn’t wait to put Him to a
most gruesome and humiliating death.
There was yet another group of people who were indifferent to Him. However,
they are not worth talking about, since although they appear alive – they are
already dead.
The life of the Holy Apostle Paul proves that an outright enemy of Christ is
much closer to God than he who simply does not care. Saint Paul changed into
a complete opposite of his former self—a prominent prosecutor of the
Church—into a pre-eminent Apostle.
We see that the question the Lord posed to His disciples: “Who do you say I
am?” is crucial for us. Who is Christ for us? What are we ready to do for His
sake?
All of the Apostles, with the exception of Saint John the Theologian, were
killed for the Lord. More than that, the Apostles knew, when beginning their
ministry, that they most likely would be either stoned, or beheaded, or crucified or boiled alive in oil -- just as their Lord and Savior knew that He would
have to ascend the Cross.
Apostle Peter promised to Christ that if even everyone else abandoned Him,
he, Peter, would be by His side to the end. And what happened? He denied His
Lord three times, and not merely denied Him, but he did so with swearing and
oaths. But it was not the end. Peter, like the rest of the Apostles, had yet to go
to this ‘school of the nobility of spirit’ to see God, to graft his life onto the tree
of Divine Life and to become a “partaker of Divine Nature”. The end of his
life proved to his torturers and to us, his fellow-strugglers in Christ, that he had
graduated from the ‘school of holiness’ – years of testing, of overcoming himself. Before he was crucified he was asked if there was anything he would like
to say or do before he breathed his last. “When you crucify me, put me on the
cross with my head down – for I do not deserve to die as my Teacher died,”
said the holy Apostle.
Apostle Peter had not been always like that but he became fit for the Heavenly
Kingdom. He shed all his connections with his former self and became Christlike, a citizen of the New Jerusalem. He, as Simon, had very little resemblance
to himself as Peter.
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Holy Myrrhbearer’s Mission
HAMPTON ROADS, VA--On July
1, 2009, Metropolitan Nicholas gave
his blessing for the establishment of
Holy Myrrhbearers Orthodox Mission
in the Hampton Roads, Virginia area.
Since that time, Fr. Maximus and Pani
Carmen have been busy scheduling
meetings with local persons interested
in starting a new parish. In addition,
Fr. Maximus has been busy meeting
with local community leaders in an effort to find suitable space to conduct
services. God willing, we will hold our
first Divine Liturgy on September 27,
2009. There is great deal of work to
do between now and then, but we are
confidant God will provide all that is
needed. Currently, there are “four
souls” committed to calling Holy Myrrhbearers home, but there are many
more who have shown an interest - all we need to do now is to find a place for
us to worship. In other words, we believe that if we build it (or in this case, rent
it) they will come! Please continue to remember us in your prayers as we seek
to bring the Gospel to the unchurched and to those persons who may have
lapsed in their faith.

Mission Needs
Holy Myrrhbearer’s Mission is in need of the following items:
1. First and foremost - Prayers!
2. Chalice/Diskos Veils (any/all colors)
3. Blessing Cross for Altar
4. (x2) Candle Holders for Altar
5. Candles
6. Cover for a Gospel that measures: 11 ¼ inches (height) X 8 ¾ inches
(width) X 1 13/16 inches (thickness)
7. Tabernacle
8. Priest Vestments-Green-Blue-Red9. Altar Boy dalmatics (a couple in various sizes)
10. Altar and Proskomedia Table Covers (any/all colors)
11. Liturgy Cloths (Communion Cloths)
12. Candle Stands
13. Processional Cross
14. Holy Water Sprinkler
15. Feast Day Icons
16. Icon Stands
17. Cruet Set for Wine and Water
18. Zeon and tray
19. Incense
20. Incense Boat

May we also be reborn in Christ to the extent that our new selves would have
very little, if any, resemblance to our old selves. Let the citizen of the world be
gone and depart and come back no more, so that the child of Light, enlivened
by the noble and upright spirit may be recognized by the apostles, martyrs,
venerable fathers and mothers as their rightful co-struggler and beloved companion and their con-celebrator of the unfading victory of Our Lord, God 21. Censer Holder/Stand
and Savior Jesus Christ.
22. Censer Charcoal
23. (x2) Containers for Charcoal and Incense
Fr. Sergei Alekseev 24. Church Record(s) Book
25. Divine Liturgy Service Books (approximately 10 of the “Diocese blue
ENCLOSED IS MY CONTRIBUTION TO THE
book”)
26. Bowl and Pitcher for washing Bishop’s hand
DIOCESAN DONORS FUND FOR THE YEAR 2009:
27. Prayers?
Name: ________________________________

Address: _______________________________
City: ____________ State: _____ Zip: _______
Parish: ________________________________
Please make all checks payable to “2009 Distinguished Diocesan
Donors,” & send to:
Office of the Diocesan Treasurer
Diocesan Administration Building
312 Garfield
Johnstown, PA 15906

Contact Information
If you would like to assist the mission through donating gently used or new
liturgical items, or through a monetary gift, please contact:
Fr. Maximus Tatum
224 Prince Edward Way
Norfolk, VA 23517
priestmaximus@gmail.com
(757)270-2160
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New Diocesan Website Launched
JOHNSTOWN, PA The long-awaited launch of the newly created website of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese of the USA has taken place today. It is by God’s providence that its release has coincided with the Feast
of The Transfiguration of Our Lord as observed on the Julian Calendar. Its release today, is a visible sign of the miraculous transfiguration that is taking place within the diocese on both the technological and spiritual levels.
The newly designed website was made possible through a generous anonymous donor from within the diocese and in
partnership with the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Department of Internet Ministries through the SCOBA Information Technology Commission.
The redesign of the website has been a dynamic process. It is the result of much prayer and reflection on the living
history of the diocese. The new website is intended to be a mirror of life in the diocese, both past, present and future. The graphic design is bright and colorful and prominently features the icon of Christ the Teacher from Metropolitan Nicholas’ chapel. Its bold and colorful design and user- friendly interface invites viewers who “labor and are
heavy laden - to come and find rest” and refreshment in the bosom of the Orthodox Church. It is also challenges its
users to offer the stewardship of their time, talent and treasures to further the Kingdom of Heaven on earth, and the
work of the vineyard of our God- Saved Diocese in particular.
The new website incorporates the latest multi-media, information and communications technologies. It includes an
audio/video media player, interactive learning stations, live and archived broadcasts of divine services and lectures,
podcasts, email list servers for the dissemination of the latest news and ministry/apostolate specific information, and
interfaces key elements of the website with parish websites, personal Facebook pages and internet accessible cellular
phones.
The incorporation of these emerging technologies will greatly enhance the ability of the present and future diocesan
apostolates to reach the faithful within and outside diocese and provide timely and useful resources. The site has also
been designed to allow the staff of the various apostolates to update and expand the content of their particular web
pages, using a built-in and highly user-friendly content management system. The diocesan webmaster and information technology team that is currently being comprised will be available to assist the diocesan apostolates in using the
available multi-media and communication technologies for their specific needs.
The website is designed to be both inspirational and educational in nature. By including an on-line prayer corner, the
user is able to lay aside all earthly cares for a few moments and read the daily scripture readings, the lives of the saints,
select quotes from the writings of the Saints, and excerpts from the daily offices, as well as listen to liturgical music,
and view live and archived broadcasts of divine services from Christ the Saviour Cathedral.
The viewer may also enter into the Orthodox Reading Room and learn more about the Orthodox Faith. Those who
wish to delve further into the Orthodox Faith may wish to visit the Orthodox Learning Center which offers various
opportunities to take part in on-line seminars and classes on various topics. The user will also have an opportunity to
purchase reading and devotional materials from our newly created on-line store, Orthodox Goods.com, which features
products from Christ The Saviour Seminary Bookstore, Gloria Incense and Diocesan Liturgical Publications.
Of keen interest to our youth is a special subsection called The Arena. This section provides a gathering place for our
diocesan youth, where they can learn more about the faith. In a special blog forum, they have the opportunity to take
a stand and share their common struggles in the arena of faith.
Our newly re-designed diocesan website offers our diocese an exciting opportunity to preach the unchanging Gospel
of Christ, in a creative and innovative manner. Using the latest in multi-media and communications technology, our
new website will undoubtedly prove to be an invaluable tool for strengthening the sense of community within the family of the diocese, and empowering the essential apostolates of our diocese to more effectively fulfill their apostolic
labors. May our new website truly serve as a blueprint for equipping the saints for ministry in the challenging arena
of the 21st Century.

St. Nicholas Church (10th Street)
Parishioners Need Your Help!
O

ur names are Lauren Tymus and Matthew Stack
and we are organizing the “Light the Night Walk”
raising money for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. The Society is the world’s largest voluntary health
organization dedicated to funding blood cancer research and providing education and patient services.
As some of you know, leukemia is what our grandfather
- Mike Salony - battled & finally succumbed to in
2002. In his memory, we will be walking with our family & friends at Rockland Lake in NY on Saturday, October 17th. Anyone who would like to walk can easily
sign up online www.lightthenight.org/wch/register or
email
us
at
Ltymus@yahoo.com
/
mstack87@gmail.com . If you are interested in making a donation, this can be done by mailing it to the address
below
or
on-line
at
http://pages.lightthenight.org/wch/Rockland09/ltymus.. Funds raised through Light The Night Walk support the work of hundreds of the world’s best and
brightest researchers in their search for better therapies
and cures for leukemia, lymphoma and myeloma.
We thank you in advance for you generous donation &

hope this brings us one step closer to finding a cure for
these diseases. Please feel free to forward this to anyone else you feel may be interested. Also check to see if
your company will match the donation. All donations
are tax deductible to the full extent permitted by law.
Your canceled check or credit card transaction serves as
a receipt for donations under $250. A receipt will be
sent automatically to donors contributing over $250
after the Walk.
Sincerely,
Lauren Tymus and Matthew Stack
www.lightthenight.org
Donations Can Be Mailed to:
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
Westchester/Hudson Valley Chapter
1311 Mamaroneck Avenue, Suite 130
White Plains, NY 10605
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by God for something whose penalty
was already paid for?”
When all of this came to light, the
pastor was very quick to point out
that he never said anything of the
sort. “MY WORDS WERE MISINTERPRETED.” And I’m sure
that they were. However, we cannot
argue the fact that Mr. Sodini heard
something that caused him to believe that you can do whatever you
want and still go to heaven… and
that God will forgive you simply if
you believe in Him. This tragic
story underscores a great danger
that exists when we leave the Scriptures open to self-interpretation. We
in the Orthodox Church have long
maintained that it is easy to misunderstand—and misinterpret the
Word of God. That is why we are
compelled to base our biblical beliefs primarily on what the Church
Fathers of yesterday had to say
about the Gospels and Christ’s
teachings. Perhaps nothing is more
misinterpreted in the Scriptures
than passages that deal with being
saved and attaining the kingdom of
heaven. This is certainly what we all
want and we want it to be easy.
What can be easier than merely proclaiming: “I believe, Lord?” Yes, the
Bible tells us plainly that it is our
faith that brings us salvation. St.
Paul writes in great detail about this
in his letter to the Romans. Certainly we are taught that Christ died
for our sins—all of our sins. But
that hardly means that all we have
to do is say “I believe in Jesus” and
heaven is ours. After all, even Satan
believes that Jesus is the Son of God!
Christ Himself said “NOT EVERYONE WHO SAYS TO ME
‘LORD’ WILL ENTER INTO
THE KINGDOM OF GOD,
BUT THOSE WHO DO THE
WILL OF MY FATHER.” In
Christ’s own words, it’s not saying
but doing that really matters. St.
James puts it beautifully in his epistle: “Faith without good works is
dead.” Yes, if we truly believe in
Christ, then we will naturally do all
of the acts of kindness and mercy
that He instructed His followers to
do. Saying we believe in Jesus doesn’t mean we are not responsible for
our actions. Yes, Christ died for all
of our sins, but if we have no sorrow
for them, what reaction can we respect from our Heavenly Father?
God is merciful. He is loving. He is
forgiving. But He is also just.
It certainly isn’t up to us to say
whether Mr. Sodini was right in his
assumption that “soon he would be
with Jesus.” I only know that we will
never be with Him if we do not
practice our faith and belief in
Christ with our actions as well as
our words.
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
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Reflections of a “Penguins’ Padre!”

I

feel like Sydney Crosby! One does
not need to be much of a hockey
fan to have gotten caught up in the
excitement that the Pittsburgh Penguins brought to the city of Pittsburgh this past season. In February,
the Penguins organization made a
desperate move to salvage what appeared to be a losing season. They
overcame tremendous odds and what
must have felt like an insurmountable
task to make it to the Stanley Cup Finals, and won the treasured trophy.
Each player took turns raising the cup
over their heads and kissing it—many
for the first time; others who waited
some thirteen years since the last time
they earned that right. Lord Stanley’s
Cup, as it is reverently
called, made its way
through Pittsburgh:
in the Southside
one day, at the
Pirates game
the
next.
375,000
people
gathered
i
n
downtown
Pittsburgh
for the
celebratory par a d e
a n d
hundreds
of thous a n d s
watched
from home.
There was great
joy in the “City of
Champions”
that
day.

ment; “no champagne ever tasted as
sweet as one drunk from the cup”. I
thought: he is correct, but no wine
ever tasted as sweet as the wine that
comes from the Cup of the Blood of
Jesus Christ. We are all familiar with
the first miracle of Jesus Christ. It is
recorded in the Gospel of St. John;
the wedding at Cana in Galilee: Jesus
and His Disciples were at a wedding.
The mother of Jesus came to Him
with a plea: “They ran out of wine;
can you do something?” Jesus took six
jars of water each holding thirty gallons; and changed the water into
wine….do the math, that is 180 gallons of wine. That could bring a smile
to anyone’s face. But it was not the
amount that holds importance in this account,
but the quality of
the wine. The
waiter went to
the
groom
and
said:
“Every
man at the
beginning sets
out the
g o o d
wine,
a n d
when
t h e
guests
h a v e
w e l l
drunk,
then the
i n f e r i o r.
You
have
kept the good
wine until now!”

The wine that the
Holy Sprit changes is
the best. It is the sweetest.
It is the most powerful. It heals
Only a few players get the
chance to raise that cup over their infirmities, it takes away sin. It inheads. Sydney Crosby became the creases faith, it gives life. It creates
youngest captain to accomplish this miracles; it is a miracle. One only
great feat. He was asked how it felt to needs to see the look on the face of inlift the cup and to kiss it. He an- nocent infants when the Blood of
swered it was the most incredible feel- Christ is placed upon their lips to
ing—one that is impossible to know that it is special.
describe. I have never played one Yes the parents of the star hockey
minute of hockey in my life, but, be- players drank from Lord Stanley’s
lieve it or not, I know exactly how he Cup, but we get to drink from The
feels! I also get to lift a cup: a cup that Lord Almighty’s Cup—shouldn’t we
is more precious than the Stanley feel special? Are we not blessed? Holy
Cup; I get to lift the Cup of Salva- Things are for the Holy! As we say in
tion—the Cup of Eternal Life. Psalm the Divine Liturgy.
116, verse 13 reads: “I will take the
So I say to our altar boys and young
cup of salvation and call upon the
men, especially those who love to play
name of the Lord.” It is truly an inhockey….Do you want to lift a
describable feeling and the chalice
“cup?” Do you want to see what true
feels as light as a feather as well. Durjoy can be? Become a priest! Make the
ing the celebration at the end of the
journey of attending seminary and be
parade, the players and their families
ordained to the Holy Priesthood. One
filled the Stanley Cup with chamday, you will lift a cup far more valupagne and were drinking from it. One
able and far more precious that any
of the commentators made a statetrophy found here on earth.
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Archpastoral Letter for the Indiction
To the Very Reverend Protopresbyters, Very Reverend and Reverend
Fathers, Monastics, and the pious faithful of our God-saved Diocese,
Glory to Jesus Christ!
O Maker of all Creation, Who have established the times and seasons in Your own power: Bless the crown of this year with Your
goodness, O Lord, and keep our rulers and Your flock in peace, by
the intercessions of the Theotokos, and save us.”
Tropar of the Indiction
The New Year! What images are usually conjured in our minds when
we hear these words? In our “pagan,” worldly culture, we think of
fireworks, parties, noise-makers, silly hats, the ball descending in
Times Square, resolutions, parades, football games, pork and sauerkraut, and so forth! About the only one of these elements that has
any Christian connotation is the concept of resolutions, which we
must consider when a new year or new liturgical cycle or season begins. And I will return to that shortly.
But let us first consider what the Indiction is really all about. If you
think about what transpires at this time of year as summer is coming to a close and the autumn season approaches, we know that it is
harvest time. Many crops have reached their maturity, and are being
gathered in from the fields and stored up or preserved in many various ways for use throughout the winter and spring to sustain us
until the next growing season. In days long gone by, this was certainly, then, an appropriate and necessary time for the taxes to be
collected. “For the maintenance of the armed forces, the Roman emperors decreed that their subjects in every district should be taxed
every year.” This order and an assessment of the needs of the Empire
were renewed every fifteen years. Just as we see occurring in the world
today, the economy can change quite drastically in a few years, let
alone every fifteen years. So at the end of that fifteen year period,
new taxes were decreed. And just as in our time, this usually meant
an increase, I’m sure. This tax decree was issued before winter began,
and was given the name “Indictio”, which means “definition” or
“order.” The same name was also adopted by the emperors in Constantinople. It is believed that the Emperor Constantine the Great
first issued this decree in Constantinople soon after he beheld the
vision of the Cross in the sky, conquered the co-ruler Maxentius,
and was crowned Emperor in the west. Others believe that it goes
even further back to an enactment by Caesar Augustus three years before the Nativity of our Lord. This “Indiction” began on September
24. But after the fall of Constantinople in 1453, the patriarchs of
the Imperial City decreed that the beginning of the Indiction would
be September 1(14) which was long considered as the new year date.
These Church leaders established it as a feast to be celebrated with a
special solemn ceremony and great festivity in the Church; this ceremony takes place to this very day. Thus it is that the “order” of the
Church year, with its cycle of feasts and fasts, is renewed on this day.
Although taxes are no longer collected on this day, it is still a harvest
time. As Christians, we ought to present the fruits of our spiritual
labors to the Lord, and we can take time to plant the seeds for a new
year. It is a good time, then, to take stock of our lives, especially our
spiritual lives, and to reflect upon the year that has just passed, to see
where we were lacking, where we were weak or inattentive to the
needs of our souls, and to determine or resolve to do better in the
new year that lies ahead. My beloved, resolve to observe the feasts and
the fasts to the very best of your ability. Let us in earnest begin this
year together in a prayerful, worshipful manner.
Imparting my hierarchical blessing upon each and every one of you
as we initiate this new liturgical year, I remain,

+Metropolitan Nicholas
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Father James Blomeley Ordained

Metropolitan Nicholas ordains Deacon James Blomeley to the Holy Priesthood.

ATLANTA, GA--On May 16, 2009, Metropolitan Nicholas traveled to Atlanta to visit St. Elizabeth Mission, and to ordain the mission’s deacon, James
Blomeley, to the Holy Priesthood. His Eminence was welcomed joyfully by
the Atlanta faithful on a day which would prove to have more than its share
of unexpected obstacles.
Since St. Elizabeth does not yet have a building of its own, it was necessary to
find a church for the event. Due to some crossed wires, it was moved on the
morning of the ordination from the original site to a chapel at Holy Transfiguration Orthodox Church in Marietta, Georgia. As it happened, that was also
the weekend that Holy Transfiguration was holding its Greek Festival, and the
faithful of the Diocese, along with friends and family of the ordinand, were
joined by crowds of people watching Greek dances and eating some very good
souvlaki.
His Eminence was welcomed at the door of the chapel with the traditional
gifts of bread and salt by parish council member Peter Blanar and with the
hand cross by the pastor of St. Elizabeth, Fr. Frederick Watson. Also greeting
the Metropolitan were visiting clergy, including Fr. Michael Rosco, Dean of
the Washington, D.C., Deanery, Fr. John Zboyovski of Sts. Joseph and Andrew mission in Asheville, North Carolina, Fr. Paul Stoll, Fr. Panayiotis Papageorgiou, pastor of Holy Transfiguration Greek Orthodox Church, and Fr.
Deacon Lazarus Muska, a son of the Diocese who serves at St. Mary of Egypt
(OCA) Orthodox Church in Atlanta. Also serving were Subdeacons Steven
King and Phillip Floyd and Reader David Danko, all of St. Elizabeth.
The ordination itself was a beautiful and awe inspiring event. Responses were
led by the choir of St. Elizabeth and its director, Kathy Reymers. It was fitting that more than a few of the people attending the Greek Festival paused
in their enjoyment of the festival to watch the ordination of Fr. James, who is
himself being sent to open a new mission of the Diocese.
After the ordination, His Eminence instructed the new priest, calling on the
words of the Gospel, exhorting Fr. James to go “…into the world to spread the
good news and to feed Christ’s sheep”. His words struck home not only to Fr.
James, but also for the assembled faithful of St. Elizabeth. The newly ordained
father is the first vocation of the parish, which is itself a mission parish of the
Diocese.
The day concluded with a festive luncheon which was enjoyed by all. All too
soon, the time came when His Eminence had to leave to catch his flight at the
airport. Although sorry to see him leave, the faithful of St. Elizabeth mission
joyfully received his Archpastoral blessing and left for their homes, tired and
happy after a long day.

“I believe in One God, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth...”
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OCPM Holds First Conference

DENVER, CO--On July 28, 2009, Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry, the
official prison ministry of SCOBA, the Standing Conference of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops in the Americas, convened its first convocation for Orthodox prison workers in Denver, Colorado.
In attendance were 52 Orthodox prison chaplains and volunteers representing
22 states and many Orthodox jurisdictions.
Beginning on the evening of the 28th with a vespers service, the convocation
featured presentations from Fr. Duane Pederson, founder of OCPM, Fr.
Stephen Powley, chaplain at the federal penitentiary in Florence, Colorado,
Fr. Emmanuel Mantzouris, correctional chaplain in the New York State correctional system, and Fr. John Kowalczyk, director of pastoral field education
at St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological Seminary. Also presenting were Carla
Thomas, M.D., who provides medical care to prisoners in the Alabama state
correctional system, and Dennis Dunn, who runs a re-entry program in Atlanta, GA. Of particular interest to attendees was the presentation made by
Chaplain Patrick Tutella, Executive Director of OCPM, about the Lazarus
Project, a mentoring-based re-entry and re-integration program he developed
in Berks County, Pennsylvania. A highlight of the convocation was a presentation made by Jason Irwin, a graduate of the Lazarus Project and a convert to
Orthodoxy.
In addition to these presentations, attendees were given the opportunity to
share their own ministry experiences. The exchange of ideas that flowed from
these presentations was remarkable.
Also in attendance at the convocation were Fr. John Behr, Dean of St.
Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, and Jeff Citro, Director of the
Office of Social Ministry at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Theological Seminary. OCPM was particularly honored to have in attendance Soren Johnson
and Peter Walker, representing Prison Fellowship International, with whom
OCPM has had a long and fruitful relationship.
The convocation culminated with a Divine Liturgy celebrated on the morning of July 30, the feast of the Holy Apostle Silas, patron saint of OCPM.
OCPM brings the light of Christ to those who are in prison in North America by providing encouragement, material support, transition and reintegration
services, Christian education, spiritual guidance and the sacramental life of
the Church to prisoners and their families. OCPM is a tax-exempt, 501 (c) (3)
not-for-profit organization. Donations to this vital ministry may be sent to
P.O. Box 468, Fleetwood, PA, 19522-0468, and are tax-deductible.

Thank you for your interest in the seventh edition of the IOCC children’s
prayer journal, a free resource for Orthodox children ages 7-12. The previous editions of the prayer journal were
a tremendous success because of you!
IOCC is pleased to offer a new journal
for the 2009-2010 church and school
year.
To order more than one copy, please
contact the Department of Religious
Education of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America, which is partnering with IOCC in the distribution
of the journal to parishes of all jurisdictions. You may reach the Department of Religious Education toll-free
at 1-800-566-1088. The prayer journal is free, but shipping charges may
apply.
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Camping Sessions

2009 Diocesan

2009 CAMP NAZARETH STAFF

Week one campers engaged in a spirited discussion on the use of technology Go team....these campers from week one of the Diocesan Camping Sessions
during Orthodoxy Now.
get ready for a water polo match.

Father Stephen Loposky distributes the Holy Eucharist during the Friday
morning Divine Liturgy.

Week Two Water Polo Champions!

Senior campers learned the art of Pysanky making for their arts and crafts project.

Campers greet Metropolitan Nicholas during week three of the Diocesan
Camping Sessions.
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I made up my mind to do something which I carried in my heart for a
long time, for which my soul longed: that is, to become Orthodox. But
how was it to be done. I had to be very cautious. The unfortunate
Union, the source of our decline and all our ills, had been part of our people too long. We had already borne that yoke on our shoulders for 250
years. I fervently prayed God to grant me the power to make all this
clear to my unenlightened parishioners.
After contacting the Orthodox Bishop Vladimir who was residing in San Francisco, Father Toth traveled there and was received into the Orthodox Faith by
the bishop. An eyewitness of this event, the parish choir director Paul
Zaichenko wrote:
T LEXIS OTH
In the Russian Orthodox Cathedral of San Francisco, Bishop Vladimir
is serving the Divine Liturgy. The choir, under my direction, is singing
Confessor of the Orthodox Faith in America
splendidly. In the center of the church stands a stranger. He is clean
(1854-1909)
shaven, with a short military haircut. He wears a cassock, fastened with
a row of buttons, and around his waist is tied a wide purple sash…All
Submitting my soul to the mercy of God,
eyes are on him, but no one knows who the stranger is. Bishop Vladimir,
and asking everybody’s forgiveness
in all his vestments, comes forward from the altar, holding the Bible and
and forgiving everybody,
the cross. According to the Church ritual, the stranger is accepted into
and remaining faithful to the Orthodox Catholic doctrines
the Orthodox faith. In a loud voice, he renounces papism and enters the
up to my last minute, believing and professing myself,
fold of the Holy Orthodox Church. At that moment his face lights up
and submitting myself to the prayers of all….
with an internal light. This new convert was Father Alexis Toth, young,
handsome, and energetic…
ith these words, our Holy Father Alexis Toth composed his last will and
Bishop Vladimir traveled to Minneapolis in March, 1891 and received 361
testament shortly before his death in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania in
parishioners into the Orthodox Church. Uniate priests and people through1909. In this year of the centennial of his falling-asleep in the Lord, we espeout America took note of Father Alexis’ courageous action and he found ready
cially honor the memory of this Carpatho-Russian priest who was an inspiralisteners as he enlightened his Carpatho-Russian brethren of the false teachings
tion, example and also a warning for the founding fathers of our Diocese.
and deceptions which had misled them for generations. Through his efforts,
St. Alexis was born in a Carpatho-Russian family of priests, both his father over 17 parishes returned to the Orthodox Faith and an estimated 25,000 peoand brother were priests and his uncle was a bishop. Like most Carpatho-Rus- ple.
sians of the time, the Toths were Eastern Rite – Uniate Catholics. After comStruggles and Hardships
pleting his seminary education, he married
Rosalie Mihalich, the daughter of a priest in
ather Toth’s life was not without struggle
1878, was ordained to the priesthood and asand hardship.. From the time he was resigned as the second priest in a Greek Catholic
ceived into the Orthodox Faith in 1891, it
parish. While serving there, his wife and their
took over a year for the Holy Synod of Russia
only child died. Father Alexis was later apto officially accept Father Toth and his flock
pointed secretary to the Bishop of Presov and
into the American Missionary Diocese. DurChancellor of the Diocese and taught Church
ing this time Father Toth was without any
History and Canon Law in the Presov Semisalary. His only income was the gifts was the
nary.
paltry trebe or gifts he received from baptisms,
weddings, and funerals. Despite his poverty,
The pivotal time of Father Toth’s life began
Father Toth was accused of selling out the
with his arrival in America in November, 1889
Christian Faith to the Muscovites for a huge
to become the first pastor of the new Greek
sum of money. He was accused of stealing orCatholic church in Minneapolis. Five weeks
phan’s money in Hungary before fleeing to
after his arrival, Father Toth, following Canon
America, and in Old Forge, Pennsylvania, he
Law, presented his credentials to the local
narrowly escaped serious injury or death when
Roman Catholic bishop, Archbishop John Irea rock was thrown at his head through the recland. Learning that Father Toth had been martory window. Returning from his missionary
ried, the Archbishop refused to recognize him
journey to Northeastern Pennsylvania, he
as a legitimate Catholic priest and forbade him
found that his own flock had turned against
to function as a priest anywhere in the Diohim which caused him to move to the newlycese. Archbishop Ireland was a leader among a
converted Orthodox parish in Wilkes-Barre,
movement in the Catholic Church aimed at
Pennsylvania. Recalling this tragic event, FaAmericanizing the Catholic Church. Their
ther Alexis later wrote to his Bishop Nicholas:
views had no place for the use of the Eastern
rite in Liturgy by foreign speaking immigrants
…these same people, for whom I sacrificed
with married priests.
everything and who, during the attacks of
the Papists, stood as strong as a wall, and
Having served as a professor of Canon Law,
whom I had been protecting and saving, beFather Toth knew his rights and continued serving the needs of his flock. He
came so ungrateful…It was told to my face that “we do not want the
set about raising funds for needed church items, purchased a house for use as
‘Hungarian’ as a priest anymore – we need a Russian priest!” … So I
a rectory and even opened a small grocery store for which he served as a baker.
left Minneapolis and moved to Wilkes-Barre.
With his small income, he provided not only for himself but gave assistance
to his poor parishioners and paid for a caretaker and cantor for the church. In Father Alexis endured all of his sufferings with the help of his faith in the Lord.
1890, all of the Uniate priests then serving in America gathered for a meeting He wrote:
in Wilkes-Barre to discuss the open hostility they were all receiving from the
I lived through very difficult days. But regardless of the difficult situalocal Roman Catholic hierarchy. In response and as a punishment for this
tion and privations, I did not rescind from my temporary thorny road.
meeting, all the priests in attendance were recalled to Europe by their bishops.
The Lord gave me strength to overcome the difficulties of being scorned
and disdained as a slave of my past connections. All this trouble with its
many uncalled for offenses against me, I was able with the help of God
Return to Orthodoxy
to overcome. Glory to God for His great mercy.
ecognizing that the Greek Catholic clergy and faithful would always be
Father Toth’s health began to decline in 1908 and he fell asleep in the Lord in
treated as inferiors in the larger Roman Catholic Church and that the
Wilkes-Barre on March 7, 1909 and was buried in a magnificent mausoleum
Union with Rome had been forced upon the peasant Carpatho-Russians, Fabehind the altar of St. Tikhon’s Monastery Church in South Canaan, Pennther Alexis relates:
sylvania. He body was exhumed from his tomb in 1994 and placed in the
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St. Nicholas Mission Celebrates Its
First Divine Liturgy

MURPHY, NC--St. Nicholas Orthodox Mission of Murphy, NC, our newest
Diocesan mission celebrated its first Divine Liturgy this morning. The newlyordained pastor of St. Nicholas Mission, the Rev. Fr. James Blomeley, was assisted by the Rev. Deacon Michael Rustick from St. John’s Church, Rahway,
NJ. Much to the delight of Fr James, a total of 28 souls were in attendance.
Of those present, five were visitors from Fr. James’ home parish, St. Elizabeth
Mission in Atlanta, Georgia. The remainder included five Orthodox families
from the local area who were thrilled to learn of the establishment of the mission and several other non-Orthodox who were curious about the Orthodox
Faith.
Fr. James Blomeley summed up the spiritually uplifting start of the mission in
a post on his Facebook Page Sunday Evening:
“I was surprised to discover that there were Orthodox Christian Families living in the local area. After speaking to them it became clear that almost all of
the families had come to believe that they were the only Orthodox in the area.
It was a highly emotional occasion for all of us, to discover that we were not
alone, and that they now have a spiritual home here in the mountains. It was
an indescribable experience for us all.”
St. Nicholas Mission is located at 3711 East US 64 Alternate, Suite #6, Murphy, North Carolina (The southwestern corner of the state). It serves the Orthodox Christian Community of Clay, Macon, Graham, and Cherokee
Counties in North Carolina, including the Georgia Counties of Towns, Union,
Fannin and Polk County in Tennessee. Divine Liturgy is served on Sundays at
10:00 am and Vespers, Saturday night at 5:00 pm. Please consult the parish
website at http://www.stnicholasorthodoxnc.org/ for a complete listing of
services, adult education and events.
For more information or if you would like to offer prayerful and/or financial
support, please contact Fr. James Blomeley at 828-835-2171 or via email at
FrJames@stnicholasorthodoxnc.org.

August 30, 2009

JOHNSTOWN, PA--Recently ACRY chapter #20 of Johnstown hosted the
newly-formed Windber chapter at a social. The group enjoyed a meal and
games, and talked about co-operating with future projects. Participants are
shown with His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, Protopresbyter Frank P.
Miloro and Very Rev. Fr. Miles Zdinak.

STRATFORD, CT--Pictured with their Pastor, Very Rev. Fr. Michael Macura,
are the members of the 2009 First Confession Class at St. John’s Church in
Stratford (Silver Lane) They are: Sarah Gombos and Magnus Ordner.

HOLLYWOOD. FL--A special visitor was in attendance at the Presentation
of Our Lord Orthodox Church in Hollywood, Florida on Sunday July12,
2009. Gibbs, a 4-month-old black Labrador puppy in training from Southeastern Guide Dogs in Palmetto, Florida, was so well behaved that most of
the parishioners didn’t even know he was there! Gibbs is pictured with Father
Elias Mitchell and alter boys, Skye Diaz and Ian Kuehner, after services.

WINDBER, PA--Juliana Zdinak and Hannah Papcun of Saints Peter and Paul
Church in Windber, PA, made their First Confession this year. They are shown
with their teacher, Marsha Kokus, Pastor, Very Rev. Fr. Miles Zdinak, Deacon Robert Conjelko and parish alter servers.
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Ecumenical Patriarch’s Upcoming Visit to the U.S. is a Great Opportunity
By Panl E. Mattis
Special to The National Herald

T

he visit of His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
this October could be one of the
greatest opportunities for American
exposure to the Greek Orthodox
Christian Church; movement toward
reconciliation of the various Orthodox jurisdictions in America, and fulfillment of His Eminence Archbishop
Demetrios of America’s call to “evangelize souls into the body of the Orthodox Church.”
His All Holiness is scheduled to arrive
in Memphis, Tennessee on October
17 and lead the 8th Environmental
Symposium on Religion, Science and
the Environment (RSE). These symposia originated with His All Holiness
in 1995 and have dealt with some of
the most pressing environmental issues of our time. The RSE’S core belief is that the analytical tools of
science and the spiritual messages of
religion must work in harmony if the
Earth’s environment is to be safeguarded.”
I would urge a visit to the RCE website at www.rsesymposia.org. What is
most impressive about these symposia
is the breadth of participation—
scholars government officials and theologians from around the world,
convening at environmentally crucial
locations to confer, sensitize and make
recommendations for a more ecofriendly world.
This is the first time that the symposium will be held in the United States.
The topic will be “The Great Mississippi River: Restoring Balance.” His
All Holiness will be sailing the Mississippi and visiting Baton Rouge and
New Orleans, viewing the levees and
wetlands as part of his journey.
The opportunity for the exposure of
Orthodoxy to the entire nation could
be significant. After all, here is the
standard bearer of the entire Orthodox Church, representing over 250
million faithful, traveling the Mississippi; calling attention to the preservation of the natural environment;
and presiding over a distinguished
group seeking solutions to man-made
destruction of God’s world.
Just as important will be the visit to
the National Civil Rights Museum, to
include a memorial service to the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King. Imbued in
the memory of many Orthodox
Christian Americans is the timeless
and stirring picture on the cover of
the March 26, 1965 issue of LIFE
Magazine of a young, defiant and
proud Archbishop lakovos standing
side by side with Dr. King in support
of racial equality and nonviolent
protest. It still gives me goose bumps
of pride and reverence, and His All
Holiness’ visit to the museum and the
memorial service at the beginning of

his sojourn will give the Ecumenical
Patriarch an opportunity to set the
theme for his trip.
In thinking about this theme, the
usual concerns come to mind, including unity, faith and the good
stewardship of our planet, to name a
few. But in the case of the Ecumenical
Patriarch, the underlying themes
which have the potential to present
themselves - not only in word, but

tunity for continued outreach has
never been more opportune than
today.
The physical boundaries of message
constraint are no more. Utilizing the
Internet, the Patriarch can continuously disseminate the message of Orthodoxy to all corners of the globe.
The Internet and its communications
and networking sites are borderless,
and give the Patriarch evangelistic

also in action - are transcendence and
leadership.
While the Patriarch is “hemmed in”
geographically into a tiny piece of
land at the Phanar in Constantinople
(present-day Istanbul), he continues
to successfully reach outside of these
man-made boundaries with his ecclesiological and historical mandate. The
Patriarch’s efforts at rapprochement,
both intra-faith and inter-faith, have
all been steps towards a transcendent,
united and universal Orthodox
Church. With the advances in communications technology, this oppor-

transcendence.
There is also the responsibility of Ecumenical transcendence. While the
roots of Orthodoxy came through the
Hellenic world, the future of Orthodoxy is in an inclusive Church. The
perpetuation of the inclusive Church
is through transcending national
boundaries and the prejudices which
are a natural result of ethnocentric
borders, so the second challenge is to
bring the Orthodox churches in
America together.
In America, there are already structures in place which bring Orthodox

Christian peoples together to serve a
common cause. What immediately
comes to mind are the Orthodox
Christian Mission Center (OCMC)
and International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC), both of which
are served by members of this country’s various Orthodox jurisdictions.
On a more structural and policy-oriented level are SCOBA (Standing
Conference of Canonical Orthodox
Bishops in America) and the goals of
the Pan-Orthodox conference which
was held recently met in Chambesy,
Switzerland to “resolve the canonical
organization of the Orthodox Diaspora.” These organizations and others
like them form the structural frame
work of unity.
A major step which only the Patriarch
could engage would be the establishment of a single Orthodox Theological Seminary in the United States.
This would once again require a visionary Patriarch to be totally committed and take the lead, very much
as he has done so successfully with his
environmental symposia.
Moreover, Archbishop Demetrios’
theme at the 2008 Clergy-Laity Conference – i.e., “We (the Greek Orthodox Church in America) can not be a
self-centered, self-enclosed Greek Orthodox ecclesiastical body, limited to
itself and directing its energy exclusively within itself ” - also hospitably
opens a door and invites the Ecumenical Patriarch to lead us to a
united and universal Orthodox
Church.
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew is
in a pre-eminent and historical position to extend his accomplishments.
His upcoming trip to the United
States could be a pivotal point for the
growth of the Orthodox Church in
America. The pivot points are in the
Patriarch’s preeminence as a leading
spokesman for the environment,
which will be showcased through His
All Holiness’s leadership at the RSE
symposium; increased awareness for
the meaning of Orthodoxy, which includes a demonstrated conviction for
religious freedom throughout the
world, as specifically demonstrated in
his recent appeal to President Obama
for the reopening of the Halki seminary, along with the protection and
restoration of property and legal
rights of the Patriarchate in Turkey;
and the Patriarch’s own ability to
unite the American Orthodox arm of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate.
Mr. Mattis is president of the Mattis
Group and resides in Bryn Mawr,
Pennsylvania. Now semi-retired, he has
served as a strategic planner for a number of financial institutions and businesses over the past 25 years.
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-Lives of the Saints, cont’d from page 9

special shrine in preparation for his official glorification as a saint with the
title: Confessor of the Faith in America.

NATIONAL ACRY
CONVENTION

T

he example of St. Alexis, along with his tireless preaching and teaching of
the Orthodox Faith in the mill and mining towns throughout the eastern United States was undoubtedly influential on Father Orestes Chornock
and other Uniate clergy as they faced a new era of misunderstanding, mistreatment, and changes to their faith by the Roman Catholic hierarchy.
After their repeated appeals to Rome fell on deaf ears, the founders of our Diocese followed the path first trod by St. Alexis in returning to the Orthodox
Faith of their ancestors. However they observed what had happened in the 17
parishes received into Orthodoxy through the efforts of Father Toth. In time
the unique Carpatho-Russian identity of these people was suppressed in favor
of an invented Russian identity which continues in many places to this day.
Their ancient congregational style of singing known as prostopinije was suppressed as some sort of Uniate invention in favor of Russian music sung by a
choir with the congregation as passive listeners.
These observations led the founders of this Diocese to coin the motto Ani do
Rim, ani do Moskvi! (Neither to Rome nor to Moscow!) as they sought refuge
and protection under the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople.
The life of St. Alexis also challenges us in his relentless and courageous pursuit of the truth of the Gospel. One of the pamphlets he wrote and distributed in his missionary work was titled Where to Seek the Truth. The challenge
for Orthodox Christians living in America today is the dangerous yet common belief that there is no one truth but that each person follows whatever is
true for them. Truth is not objective but subjective: I decide what is right and
wrong, what is true and false, truth is not revealed from God on high and disseminated to mankind. While our respect for people of other beliefs has led
to relative peace among the many religions of America, the price has been the
embrace of a non-Biblical, non-Christian teaching that there are many paths
to God, I have my path and you have yours and they are all equally valid. This
new view now demands that we question and change the meaning of such
previously basic institutions as family and marriage. In today’s society, to declare that there is objective right and wrong, sin and virtue, truth and falsehood
is to be labeled bigoted, old-fashioned, narrow and exclusive. St. Alexis, by his
struggle to return to the truth of the Gospel, inspires us to continue to seek
the truth revealed by the Lord Jesus Christ to an unchanging Church that continues in the Faith of the Apostles.
Very Rev. Edward Pehanich

St. Nectarios Carpatho-Russian
Orthodox Mission
St. Nectarios Orthodox Church is continuing its fund-raising effort to establish a permanent home in the Lakeland, FL area. If we reach our goal of
$125,000.00, it will enable us to complete site preparation as well as purchase,
renovate and properly prepare a building which is ready to move to the property. Please help us achieve our goal of raising awareness of Orthodoxy in this
area by participating in our program:
Buy a Virtual Brick for St. Nectarios
Platinum Brick
$1000
Silver Brick
500
Paving Stone
100
Sand Stone
25

Golden Brick
Corner Stone
Cobble Stone
Garden Stone

750
250
50
10

Holiday Inn Arena
Binghamton, NY
Labor Day Weekend
September 4-7, 2009

PERIODICAL

Inspiration, Example, Warning

Hosted by ACRY Chapter
#40
Binghamton, NY

Missionary Progress in Tanzania
Dr. Constantine Santas

While one Tanzanian man emerges from the water, those yet to be baptized look on. The Orthodox Church
in Tanzania continues to grow as it remains focused on missions.

By the grace of God and the missionary zeal of Metropolitan Dimitrios of Irinopolis, the spreading of the word of God continues with the conversion of
our African brothers. 1,780 newly illumined have been welcomed into the
Church since the beginning of the year, and the philanthropic work in Tanzania continues.
St. Stylianos, the first Orthodox orphanage of the Holy Metropolis, which
was inaugurated by Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Kition and Metropolitan
Dimitrios of Irinopolis, has been completed.
This important and necessary work for the district was undertaken with the
blessing of the Metropolitan of Kition, the help of “The Association to Fight
the Scourge of Hunger, Cyprus,” and the philanthropic contributions of the
sisters Norma and Alice Dimitriou of Lanarka, in the memory of Athena Dimitriou and Stella Papayianni.
The compound accommodates six residence rooms, baths, a kitchen, a dining
room, a reading area, and areas for recreation and prayer. It is intended to
house and protect 24 orphaned children, most of whom are suffering from
the scourges of AIDS and malaria.
There, where the Muslims rule, after hard struggles, devout prayer, and systematic missionary work by the Greek and Cypriot missionaries (consisting of
both clergy and laymen) thousands of Tanzanians have been baptized. At the
same time, with the help of the Holy Metropolis, a number of new buildings
have been erected including an Orthodox Clinic, three grade schools, two high
schools, one kindergarten, and now the St. Stylianos Orphanage.

All donations and pledges will be acknowledged by letter and will be further
recognized by a suitably engraved plate on a plaque to be placed in the Church
narthex. Donations and pledges may be made in your own name or in the
name(s) of someone you would like to remember - living or departed.
Please send contributions to:
St. Nectarios Orthodox Mission
379 Arbor Way
Lakeland, FL 33809
Those who have been baptized recieve the sacrament of Chrismation at the hands of Metropolitan JeronyPlease indicate suggested wording for the engraved plate.
mos. The efforts of the Orthodox Church to spread the Gospel have been so well received that many in
For more information call Fr. Nicholas Wyborski at: 863-815-1576
Tanzania are baptized in large groups.

