Volume LXV

(USPS 099–120) ISSN: 0734–0036 Portage, Penna. July 26, 2009

SOUTH BOUND BROOK, NEW JERSEY – The XXI Diocesan Council
met in South Bound Brook, New Jersey from July 12th-July 15th, with some
200 clergy, lay delegates and guests in attendance. The event was a spirit-filled
gathering, deliberating in concert with the Council’s theme: “So we, being
many, are one body in Christ, and individually, members of one another.” (Romans
12:5) There were two main venues for the Sobor: the Holiday Inn Somerset,
where the delegates were lodged and where Divine Liturgy was celebrated in
the Hotel Chapel, and the Ukrainian Orthodox Cultural Center, where all
business sessions and social activities took place.

Sunday Evening

A

rriving delegates registered in the lobby of the Holiday Inn Somerset, receiving their traditional packet of pertinent information. A Dinner Buffet was then provided at the Ukrainian Orthodox Cultural Center by At Your
Service Catering—a firm that kept the delegates well-fed throughout the duration of the Sobor! During the meal, Archon Joseph Parimucha offered a presentation on his recent trip with a group of Archons to the Holy Land,
Cappadocia and Mt. Sinai. After evening prayers, the delegates retired for the
evening in preparation for a lengthy day on Monday.

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy

M

onday began with the celebration of a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy in
the Hotel Chapel—constructed and decorated by Father Andrew
Fetchina—by His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, Ruling Hierarch and
Presiding Official of the XXI Council, and His Eminence, Archbishop Antony
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of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the USA. Clergy of the Diocesan Consistory also assisted at the altar. In his Archpastoral Homily, the Metropolitan
elaborated on the Sobor theme.
“My beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, as we gather for this twenty-first
Sobor of our Diocese, nothing so establishes us as the Divine Liturgy, where
we realize the very theme of our Assembly: So we, bring many, are One Body in
Christ, and every one members on of another (Romans 12:5).
“For it is in the Divine Liturgy – every Divine Liturgy – that we become partakers of the Divine Nature (II Peter 1:4), as we take into our bodies and our
blood, the Most Holy Body and Most Precious Blood of our Master and Lord.
“Thus, my beloved Faithful, we are not separate and distant from one another
– regardless of the miles, or the times, or the interpersonal problems and disputes that often tear at the fabric of our lives.
“The Eucharist we share this day and at every Divine Liturgy is the foundation for our life together as the Body of Christ. The forgiveness that flows
from the Chalice, even as from the Holy Side of the Lord pierced by the lance,
can heal all divisions between us, great and small. The Body of the Lord that
we take mystically into our own bodies can recreate our humanity, and open
up to us every grace and spiritual blessing.
“My beloved Christians! Let us establish ourselves, our lives, our families, our
parishes, our God-Protected Diocese and our whole Church as the Body of
Christ, through the Body of Christ, that we may attain unto the promise of
the Prophet Job who said: I know that my Redeemer lives, and that He shall
stand at the latter day upon the earth. And though worms destroy this body, yet in
my flesh shall I see God!”
-cont’d on page 3
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On Tomatoes and the Spiritual Life

O

to pass our flyers out and “drum up
some business” for us. He gave me a
quick update on all of the other soup
kitchens in town—what they served
and how they served it. He even suggested that we change our meal night
to Monday, as this was the one day
people like him had nowhere to go for
dinner. We followed his advice, and
soon we found ourselves feeding 150200 clients every week.
I soon learned that Bob was extremely
intelligent. He would spend his
mornings at the public library, reading and researching a multitude of
topics on the internet, and every
Monday, he would have something
new to discuss with me. World history…American literature…classical
music…current
events…cooking…Bob was comfortable speaking
about all of these things. The one
thing he never spoke about was his
personal life. I often wondered how
he was able to pay his rent. The one
time he asked me for some assistance,
he said he wouldn’t be able to pay me
back…I told him I wouldn’t have ex-

in them - just like what is happening
outside. The days are short, the trees
are bare, the snow is swirling around
and all of nature reposes in winter’s
sleep, which is very reminiscent of
death. But proceeding in faith, I prepare the potting soil and plant the
seeds. Isn’t this what happens in the
spiritual realm? At our Baptism, the
seed of faith is planted within us. It
doesn’t seem like much to start with.
Indeed, the odds seem stacked against
that seed of faith ever maturing and
bearing fruit, especially in today’s
world. It is so cold and hostile to
Christianity. But if we do our part,
watering and nourishing the seed,
providing the proper environment,
But thankfully, not all of us have to- we can trust God to give the growth.
tally lost contact with our roots in the And so it happens. In a couple of
soil, so to speak. While most of us do weeks, the tiny seedlings begin to
not engage in full-scale farming to poke through the soil. The new plants
make a livelihood anymore, many of are so small and frail. The next month
us still set aside a little plot or strip of is extremely critical in their growth
ground out back, and we try our hand and development. Some of the
at cultivating a small garden. It is seedlings don’t make it. They catch a
heartening to learn that even a num- blight and perish. Youth is a critical
ber of priests have gotten into the act. period in the growth and developWhat can we learn from this dabbling ment of our faith as well. It is a time
of great opportunity, but it is also a
in the dirt?
Probably every small-time gardener time fraught with much peril. “Train
has his own specialty crop. Mine hap- a child in the way he should go, and
pens to be tomatoes. I specialize in an when he is old he will not turn from it”
heirloom type of tomato called the (Proverbs 22:6). Parents have an awe“Valiant.” It used to be available in some responsibility to insure that the
greenhouses back when I was a young seed of faith implanted in their chilkid, and it was the variety planted by dren at their baptism has the best
my parents in their backyard garden. chance possible to grow, reach matuBut with all the hybrid varieties avail- rity and bear fruit. The task is not
able today, the Valiant fell out of favor easy. There are many forces competwith commercial growers. For years, I ing for the souls of our youth. It is so
had to do without this childhood fa- insidiously easy to get entangled in
vorite, because it was seemingly no these modern blights. Something as
longer available. But in recent years, I seemingly innocent and harmless as
was fortunately able to obtain Valiant participation in team sports can soon
tomato seeds from a woman on the force a young person to have to
internet who specializes in heirloom choose between team practice and attending Sunday Divine Liturgy. Parvarieties.
ents are rightly concerned that their
In order to enjoy this tasty favorite
children experience a well-rounded
once more, I had to start from
childhood. Nobody is expecting our
scratch. The story begins each year in
kids to spend every waking moment
the dark, cold month of March. Time
in church. But God and the Church
to plant the seeds! This time usually
must be the center and focus of every
coincides with the season of Great
Orthodox Christian family. Families
Lent, a time of spiritual growth and
must draw the line when any activity
renewal. Those seeds are so small and
or pursuit begins to infringe on the
so dry, one wonders if there is any life
Lord’s Day and Divine Worship.

-cont’d on page 4

-cont’d on page 12

One of the “Least Ones”
he “street people” of Perth
Amboy respectfully referred to
him as the “Old Hippie,” and it
would take only a glance in his direction to understand why. His long,
graying hair was tied back in a pony
tail, testimony to the fact that, indeed, he was a “relic of the 60’s.” He
wore a long-sleeved flannel shirt and
tattered jeans, no matter what the season. His weathered face showed clear
evidence of the addiction battles to
which he readily admitted. You could
find him most days in a small city
park, strumming an old guitar that
was nearly as worn-looking as its
owner. Yes, the moniker that was
dubbed upon Bob—the “Old Hippie”—was one that he truly earned
and deserved.
I met Bob two years ago when our
parish started to provide a weekly
meal for the needy of our community.
The local Salvation Army seemed the
logical place to find “customers,” so I
took some flyers there to distribute
about our plans. Bob was eating
lunch when I arrived, and he offered
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ne of the criticisms frequently
leveled against Christianity in
general and the Sacred Scriptures in
particular is that they reflect a bygone era with different values and circumstances. Because many of us live
in highly technological and urban societies, we feel that teachings and lessons that come to us from times
dominated by primitive, agrarian societies just don’t have much relevance
for us today. Therefore, many modern people, who may never have encountered a live cow in person on a
farm, have a hard time connecting
with the parables of Jesus, which
make use of many allusions to livestock and crops.
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First General Session

F

ollowing brunch and a group photo at the Cultural Center, the XXI Diocesan Council was solemnly convened by Metropolitan Nicholas. Greetings
from His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and His Eminence,
Archbishop Demetrios of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America were
then read. His Eminence, Archbishop Antony warmly welcomed all of the
delegates to South Bound Brook, which is the Diocesan Center for the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA. Following a roll call of delegates by Protopresbyter Frank Miloro, Diocesan Chancellor, appointments of Council
Secretaries, Parliamentarian and Election Committee for nominations to the
Diocesan Board of Trustees were made by His Eminence. The rest of the morning was taken up with the Metropolitan’s Episcopal Report, Greetings from the
National Senior and Junior ACRY and the Report of the Diocesan Treasurer
by Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda.
During the ensuing break, the delegates were able to peruse the displays of
several vendors of liturgical and ethnic items that were set up in the lobby of
the Cultural Center.

First General Session—Part 2

T

he first order of afternoon business was a Workshop for the assembly,
which was facilitated by Deacon Stephen Hall, Father Basil Aden and
Mr. John Bilanin. Its purpose was to provide the delegates with an understanding of the need for increasing the Individual Diocesan Assessment, to alleviate the growing problem of rising costs and decreasing membership in the
Diocese. Father Aden gave an impassioned plea for educating our faithful to
the concepts of stewardship and proportionate giving. Additional reports on
Diocesan finances were then offered by Mr. Daniel Breno, Diocesan Financial
Secretary and Mr. Ted Koast, Diocesan Auditor. A series of reports on Diocesan properties and apostolates followed, among them being Christ the Saviour Cathedral, Christ the Saviour Seminary, The Church Messenger, the
Diocesan Youth Apostolate and Camp Nazareth. After a report on the Clergy
Pension Plan by Father Hazuda, the First General Session of the XXI Diocesan Council was concluded. Later that evening, the Clergy and Clergy Wives
Dinner was held at the Cultural Center. A dinner was also provided for the lay
delegates, who heard a presentation by Father Charles Joanides of the Department of Marriage and Family of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America.

Tuesday Liturgy

M

etropolitan Nicholas was the celebrant for Tuesday’s Divine Liturgy. He
was assisted by the Diocesan Deans. In his Archpastoral Homily, the
Metropolitan quoted from the Gospel of St. John, where our Lord said to His
Apostles: “I have given you an example, that just as I have done for you, you should
do as well. Amen, amen I say to you: no slave is greater than the master, nor is an
apostle—the one sent—greater than the One Who sends. If you understand these
things, happy and blessed are you if you act on them.” (John 13:13-17) If we act
on them! This is the key to our ministry in the Church. Indeed, all of us gathered at this Sobor have taken up the yoke of Christ and followed Him. Whatever gifts we have been given, we must member that there is but One Giver.
The gifts of His grace and the faithful implementation of these gifts are for the
edification of the Body of Christ—for the ministry of one member to the
other member, each esteeming the other greater, better and more deserving.
My pastoral exhortation to all of you is this: that you continue in your service to Christ and His Holy Orthodox Church, and that you open your hearts
and minds to even more of God beneficence to you.”
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ing ovation after their talk. Father Rosco then spoke in great detail about Mission Outreach, highlighting the successes and failures of Diocesan mission
work through the years and outlining a plan and approach to mission activity
in the future. He also called upon Father James Blomely to address the delegates. Father James, newly ordained, has volunteered to found a Mission Parish
in Murphy, North Carolina, literally “starting from scratch.” He announced
that the first Divine Liturgy at St. Nicholas Mission would be celebrated on
Sunday, August 9th. As a result of the presentation and the discussion that
followed, Father Miloro announced that His Eminence would soon be announcing the establishment of a Diocesan Mission Outreach Commission and
the appointment of a Diocesan Missions Director.

Third General Session

F

ollowing lunch, the Third General Session of the XXI Diocesan Council
was called to order. The first order of business was a presentation by Subdeacon Pawel Mucha, who spoke on the work of St. John the Compassionate
Mission and the Learned School of Theology in Toronto, Ontario. The delegates then heard from Doctor Lewis J. Patsavos, Professor of Canon Law at
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in Brookline, Massachusetts
and Canonical Advisor to Metropolitan Nicholas, who gave an inspiring talk
on the ecclesial nature of the local parish. Protopresbyter Lawrence Barriger,
Vice-Chancellor, was then called upon to moderate a discussion on a number
of Canonical By-Laws changes and other changes to our Diocesan By-Laws.
Following their ratification, the delegates were afforded the opportunity to
discuss various proposals. After much discussion, the delegates overwhelmingly voted to approve a “cost of living” salary increase for Diocesan clergy
and to raise the Individual Diocesan Assessment to $60 annually.

Grand Banquet

T

uesday evening found the delegates enjoying a Grand Banquet in the spacious Ukrainian Orthodox Cultural Center. In attendance was His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America. Other hierarchical dignitaries in attendance were His Eminence,
Archbishop Antony and His Excellency, Bishop William Skurla, of the Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic. Father Miloro served at the Presiding Official for the brief banquet program. Emil Skocypec, Diocesan Treasurer of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA welcomed the Hierarchs with the traditional gifts of bread and salt. Children of the New Jersey Deanery—Bianca
Kuzma, Alexis Fryc, Anna Lee, Daria Lizanets and Caleb Chendorain presented flowers to the Bishops. The Main Address was given by Archbishop
Demetrios, who expressed his joy in being present with the members of our
Carpatho-Russian Diocese, who he praised for always having everything “in
good order.” He extended the personal greeting of the Ecumenical Patriarch,
with whom he shared a telephone conversation earlier in the day. Concluding Remarks were given by Metropolitan Nicholas.

Fourth General Session

D

eliberations of the XXI Diocesan Council concluded on Wednesday
morning. Following the approval of the Diocesan Budget, Mr. Kenneth
Kidd, Annual Gifts Officer of the Orthodox Christian Mission Center
(OCMC) gave an informative talk on the wonderful work being done by this
organization throughout the world. The next item of business was a telling
indicator of the inspired effect the Holy Spirit had on this Sobor. A proposal
had been drafted, requesting that the Diocesan Council be convened every 4
years rather than every 3. Not only was this proposal withdrawn, it was decided
that a “Mini-Sobor” be convened in Johnstown next year to specifically address
the progress on some of the presentations made at this Council, namely ProSecond General Session
portionate Giving and Mission Outreach! The final item on the agenda was the
ollowing a Continental Breakfast at the Cultural Center, the Second Gen- election of the lay members of the Diocesan Board of Trustees. The following
eral Session of the XXI Diocesan Council was convened. Nominations for
were elected to serve until the next Sobor: Joseph Parimucha, Ted Koast,
the Diocesan Board of Trustees were announced, with each candidate then
Sharon Peifer, Daniel Breno, John Bilanin and Anthony Horbal. By virtue of
given the opportunity to address their fellow delegates and tell a little about
his position as Financial Secretary of Christ the Saviour Cathedral, Michael
themselves. An exciting presentation was then given by Protopresbyter Peter
Paproski and Theodore Nicolakis, who announced that a redesigned Diocesan Fetsko automatically is a member of the Board.
Website would be launched on August 17th. The new Website was constructed Thanks go out to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA for sharing
in collaboration with the Internet Ministries and Information Technologies their wonderful facilities with us for the meeting of the XXI Council. We also
Departments of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. The new site recognize all the efforts of the New Jersey Deanery and Protopresbyter Michael
will incorporate the latest technologies, and will include an audio/video media Rosco, Dean and Council Chairman in coordinating all of the many arrangeplayer, interactive learning stations, live and archived broadcasts of divine serv- ments for an event of this magnitude.
ices and lectures, podcasts and email list servers and interfacing with parish
websites and social networking platforms. The presenters were given a stand-

F

Page 4

THE CHURCH MESSENGER

Reflections on a Medical Mission Trip
to the Dominican Republic
By Stephanie Gallant

Stephanie offers medical assistance to a needy family.

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Stephanie Gallant
is a member of St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church in Perth Amboy, New
Jersey)

I

had come to the conclusion long
ago that I am an extremely fortunate person. I have always had a roof
over my head, clothes on my back
and food in my stomach and I had
great parents who never let me want
for anything I needed, but rather
taught me the value of how to earn
something too. In recent months,
however, I have come to feel even
more blessed – something that I didn’t think was possible. After discovering I didn’t want to do what I went to
college for, I enrolled in a 15-month
accelerated nursing program. Although I think my family thought
that I had gone a little insane at the
time, they never stopped supporting
me and have been my “rock” through
the past two years. I also started volunteering at my church’s weekly soup
kitchen around the same time I
started school. I lived for these weekly
social events, where not only were we
doing a great service to our community, but we were having fun while
doing it! Between the soup kitchen
and singing in our church choir, I
quickly learned that the term “family”
means so much more than blood relations.
About 4 months ago, my classmates
and I were presented with the opportunity to go to the Dominican Republic. An intense, 5 day medical
mission trip, it would take the place
of one of our clinical classes at school.
I selfishly signed up for the trip and
put more money than I could afford
on my credit card-anything to get out
of a class! I can assure you, I was not

thinking of the people of the Dominican Republic when I signed up,
but the Lord never fails to remind me
of what is truly important.
The trip was organized by the Foundation for Peace, an organization that
runs several mission trips to different
areas of the world and is based out of
Morristown, New Jersey. There were
weeks of preparation before the trip—
organizing supplies and learning
about the different diseases that
would be seen—but nothing could
prepare us for the experience we were
about to have. The Dominican Republic is actually a very beautiful
country, but it is hard to see the
beauty when you witness how people
live. Forget luxuries like air conditioning; most people didn’t even have
running water in their living areas. I
can’t even call some of the places
“houses,” because they were nothing
more than rooms with a roof on it. As
a group we ran a total of 6 clinics in
the Santo Domingo area. Each clinic
ran from around 9 AM. to anywhere
from 3 to 5 PM. Families came from

miles away to see us and to be seen.
Currently, I work in an emergency
room and I used to get so frustrated
by the people who use it like a doctor’s office. Where we were, however,
the people didn’t even have the luxury
of an emergency department to receive care. I went into nursing for the
simple purpose of helping people and
never have I had the opportunity to
do so like I did on this trip. Over the
course of 3 days, I saw people with
asthma, high blood pressure, diabetes,
a variety of skin disorders and the very
broad term of “parasites” (some variation of stomach problems). I had the
opportunity to chat with people and
get to know the culture and I’d like to
believe that I helped them get better
and gave them some useful education
on how to stay well. Over the 3 days
that we ran clinics, each group saw
between 300 – 400 families, making
the total number of people seen
somewhere around 3000 – 4000 people. What is remarkable is how gracious the people were. Many waited
hours to see us and, sometimes, there
was nothing we could do for them.
Yet they were still so thankful of what
little we could do, even if it was just to
give them a bag of toiletries.
I was extremely blessed to touch people’s lives the way that we did and I
came home with such a feeling of satisfaction. I have to acknowledge the
wonderful members of my church—
St. John’s in Perth Amboy—who supported me beyond what could have
been hoped for, especially in these
tough economic times. For weeks
prior to our trip, I came to Divine
Liturgy on Sunday and had bags and
boxes of supplies waiting for me, as
well as financial support that was
greatly needed. Without the support
of my parish family, this trip would
not have been such a successful and
fulfilling experience for me.
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pected him to.
He would often tell me that as
much as he enjoyed our food, what
he most enjoyed—and appreciated—about our soup kitchen was
that our workers treated him like a
real person.
That, he said, was the reason he
would never miss a Monday night
with us. And he never did, right up
until the week he died. A month
ago, Bob told me that he had fallen
down the steps in his apartment
building and hit his head. He couldn’t afford the medical treatment he
must have needed, and a few days
later, he suffered a stroke, which
took his life.
Now the tendency is to look at a
person like Bob and say that he
lived a wasted life. His only known
relative would not even claim his
body for burial. Yet while his life
was sad and tragic, it was far from
wasted. There are countless “Bob’s”
in every city across the country,
struggling to merely survive. They,
too, are children of God, worthy of
His love and worthy of our compassion. They are the “least ones”
that our Lord speaks about in His
Parable of the Last Judgment, where
He vividly points out that a Christian life must be a caring life—a life
where we extend ourselves and try
to fill the needs of those who are
truly needy. Bob provided me, and
those who faithfully work at our
soup kitchen, an opportunity to do
so.
Rest in peace, my “Old Hippie”
friend! Thank you for giving us a
chance to put our faith into action.
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco

“Official Call” to the
National Convention
To All Sr. ACRY Members,
It is that time once again when we
must come together as an organization to sit down and decide on our
future. This letter is the “Official
Call” to the 65th National ACRY
Convention. I ask that all chapters
send delegates to represent their
chapter during the business session.
The Convention will be held September 4-6, 2009, at the Holiday
Inn Arena Hotel Binghamton, NY
hosted by the St. Michael’s ACRY
Chapter #40, Binghamton, NY.
Yours In Orthodoxy,

The Medical Mission Team receives their instructions for the day at a morning briefing.

Matthew Peifer
National Sr. ACRY President
National Website is National
ACRY.ORG
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Scenes from the XXI Diocesan
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“So we, being many, are one body in Christ,
and individually, members of one another.”
(Romans 12:5)

Metropolitan Nicholas delivers the
Archpastoral Homily during the
Monday morning Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, expounding on the
Sobor theme: “So we, being many, are
one body in Christ, and individually,
members of one another.” (Romans
12:5)

Metropolitan Nicholas opens the
XXI Diocesan Sobor and delivers his
Archpastoral Address on the State of
the Diocese.

His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas and His Eminence, Archbishop Antony
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the USA, concelebrate the Monday Delegates are shown during the first general session of the XXI Diocesan
morning Hierarchical Divine Liturgy.
Sobor.

Diocesan Consistory members assisted at the Altar during the Monday morning Hierarchical Divine Liturgy.

Wednesday Morning’s general session began with an informative presentation
on the Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) by Mr. Kenneth Kidd,
the Annual Gifts Officer.
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Council Sobor - July 12 - 15, 2009

Theodore Nicolakis, Director of Information Technologies and Internet Ministries for
the Greek Archdiocese, gives an inspiring presentation on the new Diocesan Website,
scheduled to be launched on August 17.

Protopresbyter John Fedornock and Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda partake of
the Blood of Christ.

His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios, Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
was the keynote speaker at the Tuesday evening Sobor Grand Banquet.

Pictured are the lovely and competent members of the New Jersey Deanery
Sobor Registration Staff.

Newly-elected members of the Diocesan Board of Trustees are shown taking
the Oath of Office.
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Diocesan Youth Mission Trip

Single Working Moms
Survive Hurricane

TORONTO, ONTARIO--Current and former Junior ACRY Officers and a
few Junior members along with Fr. Peter Paproski, National Sr. Spiritual Advisor and Fr. Miles Zdinak, National Jr. Spiritual Advisor embarked on a physical and spiritual journey to the Diocesan Mission of Saint John the
Compassionate in Toronto, Ontario, on Tuesday, July 7, 2009. What they
discovered there has changed their lives and, God willing, will change the lives
of others as each comes to discover “Who Is Mission?” in the Orthodox
Church.
The Junior ACRY for the past few years has been supporting this Diocesan
mission to the needy through their Lenten Projects. It was felt that it was time
for some of the members of the ACRY to take the journey up to Canada to see
what they were supporting. The group experienced the daily life of the mission while also assisting in some extra projects that needed to be done in and
around the mission. The members were involved in the physical and spiritual
aspects of the mission by their presence at daily services, offering their voices
to lead the singing, to employing their hearts and hands to set, serve, and
cleaning up for the meals. The youth also painted many areas of the interior
and exterior of the mission: work that needed to be done, but very hard to find
time for in the staff ’s busy schedule.
The members discovered that the Mission does not just feed the hungry, but
nourishes each individual’s spiritual hunger and thirst as well, thus, giving real
hope and peace to those who are lost in the imprisonment of the passions and
hopelessness.
The Mission offers programs for all walks of life as well as all stages of life,
from the youth academy to the Refuge of Saint Mary of Egypt. One provides
guidance in an inner-city lifestyle; the other offers a retreat away from the
trouble and turmoil of life where the spirit can be refreshed and redirected to
all Truth. The Mission also has a bakery, which is well-known throughout the
city, for it is through “the Bread that has come down from heaven” that true
life in realized. The Mission also has a thrift shop. Each of these “arms” of the
mission provides opportunities for individuals to find honest work and the
experience to give each a renewed hope that he or she is of value. And also the
Mission has the Lived Theology School, which gives interns, and working
guest volunteers, hands-on experience on how to truly care for the needs of
others and deepen their understanding of Orthodox mission, hence, answering our Lord’s command… “When I was hungry you gave me to eat. When I
was thirsty you gave me to drink…”
The few days the ACRY members were at the Mission helped them to see that
this ministry is an integral part of the daily life of the Orthodox Christian
Church. Come join them and discover for yourself this wonderful work our
Lord is calling all of us to.
The Junior members kept logs of the groups days spent at the Mission… Look
to the upcoming Daylight for excerpts of this wonderful journey. See also the
following links: www.stjohnsmission.org and www.livedtheologyschool.org

COVINGTON, LOUISIANA — At 43, tan, and muscular, Michelle bounds
up a ladder and uses her shoulder to hoist a “truss,” a large wooden structure
that will secure the roof of a new home. When she ducks as the team below
her slides the truss into place, Michelle, a New Orleans native, reminds you
of a pioneer woman. In fact, she is one. For the first time in her life, she will
own a home, something that this landscape gardener and single mother never
thought was possible.
Michelle is working on a Habitat for Humanity home, putting in the 300
hours of sweat equity required towards the acquisition of her own house. Her
American dream is about to come true thanks in part to the hundreds of
IOCC volunteers who have toiled in the Louisiana sun since 2006 to build
new Habitat homes for the survivors of Hurricane Katrina. “The idea of owning my own home for personal security, for personal investment, for my two
growing sons – plus one that is affordable and that can withstand a Category
5 hurricane is something I never thought possible,” says Michelle.
In this year’s deepening recession and subprime mortgage meltdown, her story
of home ownership is a refreshing change. She’s not alone. Of the 127 families in the St. Tammany Parish area who received Habitat homes since Katrina,
100 are single working mothers. Katrina devastated them, but it also gave
them the impossible: first-time home ownership at an affordable price.
Habitat homes are 1,100 – 1,300 square feet with 3-4 bedrooms and are worth
approximately $135,000 in the St. Tammany market, although they cost only
$89,000 to build with volunteer labor and are sold to homeowners for
$75,000. The average Habitat owner has a 20-year, 0% mortgage that requires
monthly payments of $420. To qualify for a Habitat home in the St. Tammany area, a family of four can earn no more than $35,800.
Joy is a lively, middle-aged woman from New York’s Spanish Harlem who calls
out “hey baby” to everyone who comes into the Mandeville, Louisiana Habitat building supply store that she manages. She and her diabetic daughter lived
in a FEMA trailer for three years after Katrina forced them to leave their apartment in St. Bernard Parish. Last May, they finally moved into their new Habitat home. “When you’re building it, it’s exciting,” says Joy, “but there’s nothing
like when you go to sign the papers and you say, ‘this is mine.’”
The program, however, aims to provide a lot more than just a house. As part
of their 300 hours of sweat equity, homeowners are required to take classes in
personal finance, home repair, landscaping, career skills, and even parenting.
“Some of our homeowners may not have ever balanced their checkbook,” says
Joy.
The “Volunteer in the Gulf Coast” program is IOCC’s largest volunteer program. In 2008, IOCC mobilized 204 volunteers from 55 Orthodox parishes
to work on Habitat homes in Louisiana. Participants put in over 8,000 volunteer hours, worth a total of $160,000, towards the completion of 50 new
homes. Now in its third year, the program is still recruiting volunteers for the
2009 season.
Joy remembers fondly the volunteer work crews who helped build her home.
“I have a lot of respect for volunteers,” she says. “The government didn’t do
much for us and our houses wouldn’t have been built as quickly if it wasn’t for
groups like IOCC.” But keep coming, she adds, because there are still people
in Louisiana who are living in FEMA trailers and tents.
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Archpastoral Letter on the Seventieth Anniversary and the beginning of the 2009 Academic Year of Christ the Saviour Seminary
To the Very Reverend Protopresbyters, Very Reverend and Reverend
Fathers, Monastics, and the pious faithful of our God-saved Diocese,
Glory to Jesus Christ!
“Give me wisdom and understanding, so that I may go out and
come in before this people, for who can judge this great people of
yours?” I Chronicles 1: 10

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21
6:00 p.m.

Fellowship Dinner

7:00 p.m.

Discussion surrounding the Smolensk Icon
of the Mother of God

9:00 p.m.

Compline and Confessions

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22
9:00 a.m.

Divine Liturgy

10:30 a.m

Brunch

12:30 p.m.

Visit to the Polk Center & Saint Nectarios
Moleben

3:00 p.m.

Free time at Camp Nazareth

7:00 p.m.

Great Vespers with the Blessing of Bread,
Fruit and Flowers

8:00 p.m.

Campfire

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23
10:00 a.m.

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
Celebrated by His Eminence, Metropolitan
Nicholas, Assisted by Diocesan Clergy
Choral Responses Sung By St. Nicholas’ Church
Choir, Homestead, PA, Under the Direction of
Reader Andrew Talarovich
Selected Plain Chant Responses by Diocesan Youth
Panachida For Departed Diocesan Faithful

Following Liturgy: Lunch
Following Lunch: Paraklis to the Mother of God.
Anointing of the Faithful With St. Nectarios
Oil

It is my great hope and prayer that this humble request of the great
Israelite King and Prophet Solomon be also on the lips and in the
hearts of the several young men who will enter the doors of our
Christ the Saviour Seminary for the first time or as returning students this fall as we initiate its 70th anniversary. Solomon’s request
ought to be the inspiration and impetus and motivation to all men
who feel called to serve God and to be leaders of His people. They
need to possess this proper mindset to be good workers in the vineyard of Christ. We see that God was pleased with Solomon that he
did not ask for riches or wealth or honor or the life of his enemies,
but rather the virtues of wisdom and understanding. And because he
asked for appropriate and worthy gifts, God gave him all of those
others as well.
Our priests will certainly not be as rich as Solomon, or as powerful,
or as famous, but hopefully they will be as great and holy in the eyes
of God and in the view of the parishioners whom they will serve.
That is what we want for them and of them.
Wisdom and understanding require cultivation. These virtues will
be nurtured and developed in many and varied ways during the years
of their seminary education: through the liturgical cycle of services
on a daily basis, in their own personal prayer lives, through reading
of the Holy Scriptures and other spiritually-edifying books, in the
classes of the various branches of theology, Bible studies, philosophy,
history, homiletics, the Church Fathers, Liturgy and rubrics, music,
and other similar disciplines. They will also have practical, handson experience in the ministries of visiting the sick, teaching Church
school classes, and assisting me and the priests and instructors who
work with them in the proper care of the Church building and the
order of the divine services. When they graduate after several years,
they will be adequately prepared to go forth and assume their role as
pastors in our parishes.
This was the vision of my predecessors of thrice blessed memory:
Metropolitan Orestes, who founded our seminary, and who in its
infancy, housed it in his own home, and Bishop John, its second rector and a professor there, the 25th anniversary of whose repose we
will commemorate this September. They must be pleased to look
down upon us and witness the inauguration of the 70th anniversary
year of this sacred institution. Of course, I join with them in this
same lofty goal; I love to be among our seminarians and watch them
grow and prosper as did the young boy Jesus Who “increased in
stature and wisdom, and in favor with God and men.” (Luke 2:51)
So I ask you, good and pious faithful of our God-saved Diocese, to
pray for our seminary and its future, its students, current and future,
and their teachers, and that our goals may be realized for ages to
come. And I hope that you will continue, whenever called upon, to
offer your material and financial support as well. I know that God
will bless you when you do!
Bestowing upon you my archpastoral blessing and offering my gratitude, I remain
Most sincerely yours in Christ,

+Metropolitan Nicholas
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OCF Hosts First Annual
Pilgrimage for Justice
FISHERS, IN – On Pentecost weekend (June 5 – 8, 2009), Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) hosted the first annual Pilgrimage for Justice at its
North American headquarters in Fishers, IN. The event was attended by a
small group of students who spent the weekend reflecting about poverty and
injustice throughout the world and what our response should be as Orthodox
Christians.
Unconventional by design, the Pilgrimage incorporated simulated activities, reflective exercises, and prayer into the weekend that was described by several
student participants as “life-changing”.
Students arrived on Friday, June 5 not knowing what to expect from the weekend. The promotional video launched at the OCF College Conference had
instructed the students not to attend unless they were ready to be taken out
of their comfort zones. Students did not receive a schedule for the weekend,
and so were kept on their toes throughout the weekend as they waited for what
would come next.
As they arrived on Friday, the Pilgrimage seemed conventional enough as the
students were treated to pizza and a concert by the Small Town Heroes, an
Orthodox band from Indiana.
However, on Saturday, the students were continually taken out of their comfort zones as they found themselves in one poverty simulation after another.
This began at 7am on Saturday as the students were abruptly awakened in
their tents to a simulated refugee camp. They then had to cook their breakfast
over a fire and take cold showers outdoors. As they did so, they were told to
“keep in mind the many people made in God’s image who spent last night in
tents like these, but who are not at a retreat or a pilgrimage.”
They later found themselves placed in a similar simulation dealing with American homelessness. Following lunch, they returned to their campsite to found
their tents gone and all their belongings in a pile on the sidewalk. They were
instructed to find materials on the property such as cardboard and plywood
to construct a “shanty town” in which to sleep that night.
As they constructed their shelter, they were reminded, “Millions of Americans
sleep night after night in such shelters on American streets. As you gather the
materials, think about those men, women, and children. Think about how
Christ calls each of us who are not in that condition to respond to them.”
Another simulated activity followed on Sunday afternoon dealing with human
trafficking. Throughout the activity, the harsh realities of sweatshops, child
soldiers, and the sex trade were brought home to the students.
The poverty simulations were interspersed with reflective readings, group discussions, and a series of talks by OCF Executive Director Fr. Kevin Scherer.
The weekend culminated on Sunday afternoon as the students celebrated Pentecost Vespers. Afterwards, they were presented with information about several different non-profits with which they could become involved to address
poverty and injustice, while at the same time being reminded that social justice begins with simply loving the neighbor they come across each day of their
lives.
“As a new program,” says OCF Service Learning Director Jordan Henderson,
“we were very pleased with the first Pilgrimage for Justice. We look forward to
developing and growing the program next year.”
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Iconography in North Carolina

ASHEVILLE, NC--Saints Joseph and Andrew is truly a blessed community.
A small but very special and spiritual mission parish has developed in the
mountains of Western North Carolina. The faithful have been given and share
many talents, one of which is the writing of icons. Six members have been
studying for many years, one in the rich and vibrant acrylic method and the
other five in the more traditional egg tempra technique.
Recently four members, using the egg tempra technique have completed the
Four Evangelist for the Royal Doors. On May 10th, they were blessed and
have now been placed on the Royal Doors.
Presently, one member is working on the icon of Christ and one of the
Theotokos and Child for the iconostasis. Another is busy planning the
Archangels for the Deacon Doors. Yet another has taken on the writing of a
seven-panel Deisis. It is to be blessed on August 2.
The hand of God is evident in this small but loving community. If you find
yourself in the area please COME AND SEE what God has placed in these
mountains.

New North Carolina Mission
Prepares for First Sunday Liturgy

Diocesan Youth Pilgrimage
MERCER, PA--A Diocesan Youth Pilgrimage will be held at Camp Nazareth
on Friday and Saturday, August 21 & 22nd. This event proceeds Metropolitan Nicholas’ Summer Pilgrimage scheduled for the Camp Nazareth’s Ss. Cyril
& Methodius Church; Saturday evening and Sunday August 22nd & 23rd.
On Friday evening, the youth will be invited to participate in an open dialog
in which their daily struggle to live as Orthodox Christian will be contrasted
and compared to the journey of an Icon which made its way from Russia to a
Church in North America. The Icon’s story and its presence at the pilgrimage are sure to invite conversation and contemplation. On Saturday, the youth
will travel to the Polk Center to pray the Saint Nectarios moleben with the
Centers residents. Afterwards, participants will have the afternoon to enjoy
the Camp’s activities before vespers and an evening bonfire. On Sunday His
Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas will celebrate a hierarchical Divine Liturgy
and our youth will enjoy special seating in the Camp’s Church. Come and
take part in this exciting weekend. The fee for overnight accommodations,
meals and Sunday Banquet is $50.00 See www.acrod.org or Father Andrew
at frandrew@comcast.net for registration forms.

MURPHY, NORTH CAROLINA – Our newest Diocesan Mission will soon
become a reality as the St. Nicholas Mission in Murphy, North Carolina prepares for the celebration of the first Divine Liturgy there. Murphy is located
in the southwest corner of North Carolina, and is the county seat of Cherokee County and is in close proximity to Georgia and Tennessee. Father James
Blomely, pastor of the parish, has announced that the first Divine Liturgy will
be served on Sunday, August 9th. Services will be conducted at 3711 Eat US
64 Alternate, Suite #6 in Murphy. For more information, kindly contact Father James at (828) 835-2171. The parish already has an official website: stnicholasorthodoxnc.org. The St. Nicholas Mission will be unique in that there
is no core group of Orthodox faithful in the community. The prayers of the
entire Diocese are with Father James and his family as they embark upon this
challenging and exciting missionary endeavor!
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Rusyn Food Festival in Ambridge

NEW YORK, NY--Anna Salony celebrated her 80th Birthday on Pentecost
(June 7). Anna is a member of St. Nicholas Church, 10th Street, NYC. Pictured with her is her priest, Very Rev John J. Beskid.

AMBRIDGE, PA--The 16th Annual Rusyn Food Festival, sponsored by St.
John the Baptist Orthodox Church in Ambridge, PA, will be held on August
6, 7 & 8. The event will feature food, dance, music, costumes, artisans and
their crafts, and more.
Popular Carpatho-Rusyn foods available in addition to pirohy stuffed with
potato/cheese or sauerkraut, will include dumpling or noodle halushky,
breaded chicken, kulbassi and kraut, holubky (stuffed cabbage), pagach
(“Rusyn pizza”) borscht (beet soup), mushroom/bean soup, chicken soup,
Rusyn summer salads and others.
Baked goods will abound with traditional Rusyn favorites like nut, apricot
and poppyseed rolls, the church’s famous palachinky (fruit and cheese-filled
crepes), cheregi (Rusyn donuts) and Rusyn torte along with other tasty specialties.
In addition to the food, served cafeteria style in the church’s air-conditioned
parish center on Fifth Street in Ambridge, the festival will feature demonstrations of traditional Carpatho-Rusyn arts. Throughout the three days, artisans
will demonstrate icon writing, pysanky (Easter egg decorating) and lacemaking. All artisans are members of St. John’s parish.
“This festival captures the total Rusyn cultural experience–the arts, music,
dance, tastes, costumes –it’s like going to Europe, but easier and cheaper!” explained John Righetti, festival general chairman.
There will be authentic entertainment as well. On Saturday, Aug. 8 the
Karpato-Rus’Ensemble of Cleveland, Ohio comprised of young girls, will perform Carpatho-Rusyn songs and dances at 3 p.m. At 4 p.m. the professional
Singing Revilyak Family of Bardejov, Slovakia, will perform traditional Rusyn
folk songs. The Revilyaks are known throughout Eastern Europe and in Slavic–
American circles as one of the finest East European singing groups.
The public is invited and admission is free. The festival is held from 11 a.m.
to 8 p.m. each day. For more information, call (724) 266-2879 or (412) 7490675.

TAYLOR, PA--Pictured are the 2009 High School Graduates from St.
HOMESTEAD, PA--Shown are Alicia Obringer and Very Rev. Fr. Robert George’s Church in Taylor, PA. They are: Mary Praschak, Sarah Fife, Krysten
Buczak of St. Nicholas Church in Homestead, PA. Alicia has graduated from Schab and Christopher Souter. Pastor of St. George’s Church is Protopresbyter
Steel Valley High School and will attend California University of Pennsylva- Mark Leasure.
nia to earn a degree in Elementary Education.

NILES, IL--Students who had good attendance during the 2008-09 term of
Religious Education at Saint Michael’s Church received attendance certificates
along with icon bracelets. They are shown with their pastor, Very Rev. Fr.
Samuel Sherry.

PHOENIXVILLE, PA--On the Feast of the Resurrection, April 19, 2009, 22
altar boys served around the Altar with the Very Rev. Protopresbyter John R.
Fedornock, pastor of Holy Ghost Orthodox Church, Phoenixville, PA. There
were 16 altar boys from Phoenixville, PA, 3 from Potomac, MD, 2 from
Raleigh, NC, and 1 from Stratford, CT.
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First Confessions Throughout the Diocese

JOHNSTOWN, PA-- Pictured are the members of the 2009 First Confession
Class from Christ the Saviour Cathedral in Johnstown, PA. They are: Anastasia Machik, Alec Miller, and Erin Eichelberger. They are shown with their
teacher, Mrs. Romayne Laichak, and pastor, Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro.

TAYLOR, PA--Pictured are the members of the 2009 First Confession Class
from St. George’s Church in Taylor, PA. They are: Tyler Fauver, Samuel Borgacci, Ethan Burnside, Madison Mickavicz and Rowan Ide. Pastor of St.
George’s Church in Protopresbyter Mark Leasure.

HOMESTEAD, PA-- Pictured are the members of the 2009 First Confession
Class from St. Nicholas Church in Homestead, PA. They are: Emily Opsitos,
Kayla Schoff; John Piscitelli, and Alyssa Schoff. They are shown with their NILES, IL--Victoria Karavitis and Christopher Kapetan of St. Michael’s
teacher, Mrs. Urban, and pastor, Very Rev. Fr. Robert Buczak. Also shown are Church in Niles, IL, celebrated their First Confession this year. They are shown
Deacon Artemius Srienstra, Sub-deacon Andrew Halapin and parish acolytes. with their pastor, Very Rev. Fr. Samuel Sherry.

HOMER CITY, PA-- Pictured are the members of the 2009 First Confession
Class from Saints Peter and Paul Church in Homer City, PA. They are: Maggie Conjelko, Sydney Zias, Ryan Orsargos. They are shown with their teacher,
Art Williams, and pastor, Fr. Matthew Conjelko.

HOMER CITY, PA-- Pictured are the members of the 2009 First Confession
Class from St. Nicholas Church in Warren, OH. They are: Nina Christley,
Ethyn Johns, Matthew Brainard and Christian Falibota. Pastor of St. Nicholas
Church is Protopresbyter Kenneth Bachofsky.

POTOMAC, MD--Reiley Hill and Christopher Dzubak of Holy Resurrection Church in Potomac, MD, celebrated their First Confession this year. They
are shown with their teacher, Mrs.Christine Hudack, and pastor, Fr. Peter
Zarynow.

YONKERS, NY-- Pictured are the members of the 2009 First Confession
Class from St. Mary’s Church in Yonkers, NY. They are: Matthew Fecica, Jessica Medwid, Janissa Medwid and Paul Rydzanicz . They are shown with their
pastor, Fr. Daniel Mahler.
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-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

As the tomato seedlings continue to grow, it is time to direct some attention
to the preparation of the soil outdoors. As a general rule, I plant a lot more
seeds than I will ever need. As it was, I set out 44 plants this year. I gave the
rest of my extra seedlings away to family and friends. Some of these people
have better success with the tomatoes than others. Maybe it has something to
do with the soil. There is much to be done to prepare the soil to receive the
tomato plants. The ground must be tilled and the clods of clay broken up.
Rocks must be removed. All this is back-breaking work, but very necessary.
The soil must be properly prepared for the plants to thrive. It reminds me of
the Parable of the Soils that Jesus told. “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As
he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and
ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang
up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants
were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell
among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on
good soil, where it produced a crop — a hundred, sixty or thirty times what
was sown. He who has ears, let him hear. Listen then to what the parable of
the sower means: When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown
in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The one who received the
seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When
trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. The
one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the
word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the
man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.” (Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23)
Finally, when the danger of frost is past, the plants go into the ground on Memorial Day. After being planted in the garden, the plants make phenomenal
growth. If the proper nourishment and moisture is present, God continues to
give the growth. This is another figure of spiritual growth. If we repent, struggle to grow spiritually and cooperate with the grace of God, we can make
tremendous spiritual progress.
The growing season illustrates very clearly what Jesus was talking about in the
Parable of the Soils. The summer months correspond rather well to the main
part of our lives. What we do and what we fail to do during this time determines whether we will bring forth spiritual fruit or whether our good intentions will wither on the vine.
One of the biggest mistakes that people make when they examine the Parable
of the Soils is to think that their lives resemble just one of the various soil conditions that Jesus describes. But the reality of the matter is that we oftentimes
resemble different kinds of soil throughout the course of our lifetimes. And the
type of soil – the condition of our souls – is very much contingent upon what
we are doing, or not doing, in our lives. The good news, which is perhaps a
big surprise to some people, is that we can change the situation that we are in,
IF we are willing to do some hard work and cooperate with the grace that God
so freely gives. Out in the tomato patch, the planting of the young tomato
plants is not the end of the story. The young plants must subsequently be cared
for, watered, given fertilizer and nourishment. The ground must be tilled and
kept free of weeds. Fences must be set up to keep deer and other predators
from decimating the crop. All of this takes time, determination, dedication
and perspiration. Bringing a successful crop to fruition will not happen automatically. The same is true in our spiritual life.

DEEPEST SYMPATHIES ARE

EXPRESSED TO:
Very Rev. Tony Joseph on the
falling asleep of his mother,
+EVA JOSEPH.
Pani Susan Rosco on the falling
asleep of her mother, +SUSAN
HREHA

PERIODICAL

There is nothing more beautiful than to witness a family – parents and children – not only coming to Sunday Liturgy, but also making the additional
sacrifice of attending an “extra” service, such as Vespers. If children learn from
their earliest years that God and the salvation of their souls are the most important things, they will think twice before neglecting these things later on in
life. But if good habits and routines are not established early, it will be next to
impossible to get back on track at some later time, once the world, the devil
and the flesh have established their firm grip. We will indeed reap what we
sow.

Eternal Memory!
remain hard-hearted and unrepentant to the end, and thereby, lose that precious salvation. But many misguided folks seem to have invented their own
“Orthodox” idea of “once saved, always saved.” Because they are baptized in
the Orthodox Church, and their ancestral families attended a particular parish,
they feel a sense of automatic “entitlement.” They don’t worry about attending the Divine Liturgy and the other services; they don’t receive the Sacraments, and they follow the ways of the world rather than the teachings of
Christ and His Holy Church. They haven’t studied their faith since the last day
they attended church school; and ‘repentance’ and ‘change’ are dirty words
and foreign concepts to them. But because they were baptized in the church
their ancestors built, everything is somehow “OK.” We only have to look out
in the garden to see the fallacy of this way of thinking.
If the tomato patch is untended, the soil soon becomes rocky and hard. The
plants struggle to survive. If no water is provided, the plants will wither and
die. If nourishment isn’t given, the stalks become spindly and weak. If sunlight
isn’t available, the plants turn yellow and languish. If suitable barriers aren’t
erected, the animals come and devour the plants. If the garden is not weeded
regularly, soon the weeds will take-over and crowd-out the tomato plants.
These are the scenarios described by Jesus in the Parable of the Soils. Jesus tells
us that similar things happen to the soil of our souls if we are not attentive. We
have all seen the various types of soil in action. There are those souls which are
too hard to even receive the Good News of Jesus. There are those who have no
real depth to their faith and keep everything on a superficial level, adhering to
the ritual forms but lacking any real spiritual substance. Perhaps the most common experience in our modern world is the competition from the thorns and
weeds. Our lives are just too busy, and we allow Christ to be squeezed-out and
crowded-out by the cares and concerns of this world. Finally, there are those
precious few souls which are well-tended and spiritually-nourished, which produce a bountiful spiritual harvest and enter into the joy and Kingdom of their
Master. This is our true goal in life. This is why we are baptized – to grow-up
in Christ and produce much fruit. Anything else is a betrayal of the potential
and gift given at Baptism.

If we have played by the rules and done our part, and tended the tomato patch
properly, cooperating with the Lord of the Harvest, by late July we begin to
enjoy the first-fruits of our labors. The first ripe tomato is always a joy to behold. It and the many others which follow make all the hard work worthwhile.
Likewise, in the spiritual life, the rewards of heaven will make the sacrifices and
sufferings that we must endure here on this earth pale in comparison. As St.
Paul writes to the Romans: “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us” (Romans 8:18). And as he
says in another place: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived
what God has prepared for those who love Him” (I Corinthians 2:9). Let us heed
the words of St. Peter as we diligently tend our spiritual gardens in this life:
“Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election
sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:10In the various theologies of the Reformation, one will encounter the teaching 11). And so it seems that our “agrarian” religion is still relevant and has much
of “once saved, always saved.” According to this notion, once a person has ac- to say to us after all – if we will just take the time and bother to “dig” a little
cepted Jesus as Lord and Savior, he or she is saved from that moment on and bit! Enjoy the harvest!
cannot lose his or her salvation. Orthodoxy has no such teaching. A person experiences his or her personal spiritual rebirth at Baptism, but continues along
Very Rev. Fr. Michael C. Kabel
the journey of salvation throughout the course of his or her lifetime. Each day
requires a conscious and deliberate choice to “put on Christ” and follow Him
faithfully. What this also means is that it is possible to turn away from Christ,

