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Metropolitan Nicholas Participates in Dedication
of OCMC Administration Building

ST. AUGUSTINE, FL - “In many cultures, rain is one of God’s ultimate blessings,” offered Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) Executive Director Fr. Martin Ritsi during his remarks at the May 20 and 21 dedication of
the new Archbishop Anastasios and Archbishop Demetrios Missionary Training and Administration Building. Indeed, as over 30 inches of rain fell on
North Florida during the two-day dedication, the new building and the hundreds of faithful from around the world who gathered for the festivities were
blessed abundantly.
The Dedication Committee, chaired by Mrs. Helen Nicozisis, OCMC staff,
and Board Members were honored to receive 10 hierarchs and numerous
clergy from all the Orthodox Jurisdictions represented in the Standing Conference of the Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA) as well
as over 300 guests from around the world. Several past and current OCMC
Missionaries were also on hand to celebrate the new era in North American
Orthodox missions that the Archbishop Anastasios and Archbishop Demetrios
Missionary Training and Administration Building represents.
On the night of May 20, a reception was held at the Renaissance Resort at
World Golf Village; OCMC Board President, Mr. Clifford Argue opened the
evening by welcoming many of these distinguished guests after an Invocation
from Metropolitan Nicholas of Amissos, of the American Carpatho Russian
Orthodox Diocese in the USA, assisted by Fr. Mark Arey, General Secretary
of SCOBA.
Following Mr. Argue’s remarks, OCMC Missionary to Albania Mr. Nathan
Hoppe offered his reflections on the past, present and future of the OCMC.
Mr. Hoppe remarked that, “With this new center we are equipped in a new
way to reach out and to powerfully proclaim that Christ is truly risen and that
He’s transformed all of reality.” Both Fr. Martin and Mr. Argue concurred

with Mr. Hoppe’s assessment of the new building’s significance and also noted
that the new mission center is the culmination of years of hard work and sacrificial giving from each of the SCOBA jurisdictions, many Orthodox philanthropic organizations, and individual supporters.
Two men, however, were recognized for their pivotal roles in the growth of
the Orthodox Missions movement – His Beatitude Anastasios, Archbishop of
Tirana, Durres and All Albania, and Archbishop Demetrios, Primate of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and Chairman of SCOBA, who were
the honorees during the dedication. Addressing the two prelates, Board member Fr. Matthew Tate shared, “Your missionary efforts throughout the Church
truly are legendary, and it is most appropriate that the Mission Center building be dedicated in each of your names.”
The new building will prove to be a vital resource in the continuation of this
work. Broader understanding and support of missions, however, is still needed,
reminded Wednesday’s keynote speaker, OCMC Board Vice President and
Chancellor of St. Vladimir’s Seminary Fr. Chad Hatfield. “Many of us know
little about our American missiological heritage,” he said. But he noted that
it is this missiological foundation exemplified by saints who served in this
country, including prayer, understanding, vision, planning, and funding, that
we must draw upon in order to spread the Gospel around the world.
OCMC’s major benefactors, the SCOBA hierarchs, Missionaries, and others
who made the dream of the new OCMC building a reality were recognized at
the Wednesday evening banquet. Prior to the benediction offered by Bishop
Antoun of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America, who was assisted by OCMC Board Member Fr. Luke Veronis, each of
these ardent supporters and dedicated mission workers received a framed ren-cont’d on page 8
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A Possible Reason Why
“The Grass Is Always Greener…”

I

look at the “big picture” of the Orthodox Church in the United States
today and come away feeling that our
own Diocese is merely playing a small
and insignificant supporting role in
its growth and development? True
enough, we are not as large, as
wealthy or as publicly visible as some
of our Orthodox brothers and sisters
in other jurisdictions. At times, we are
the “Rodney Dangerfield” of the
American Church: we get no respect!
Still, just how green is that grass on
“the other side?”
In just a few weeks, the 21st Diocesan Council/Sobor of our CarpathoRussian Orthodox Diocese will be
“The grass is always greener on the convened by His Eminence, Metroother side” syndrome even finds its politan Nicholas. The clergy and lay
way into how we view the Church. delegates gathering for this convocaHow many times are the clergy asked tion will hear many things. They will
why the mega-church down the street hear that our Christ the Saviour Semattracts thousands while week after inary continues to produce well-eduweek, our services are celebrated in cated and well-trained priests, as it has
half-empty churches at best? To get done for nearly 70 years. Since 1960,
even more specific, how often do we our theological school has granted a
suppose it’s something we can all
chalk up to “human nature,” for to
some degree, we are all guilty of
thinking that situations others find
themselves in are abundantly better
than ours. “The grass is always
greener on the other side” syndrome
typically applies to material matters.
Everyone we know seems to have a
better house, a bigger car and a higher
paying job than we do. Such thinking
also branches out to intangible areas
as well: why does everything come so
easily to others, while everything is a
struggle for us? Why can’t our family
get along as happily as the “Jones’s?”
Sound familiar?

-cont’d on page 5
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Lazarus Awaits
n the age old parable, told by our
Lord, which we hear yearly on the
twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost, Lazarus and the Rich Man confronts us with the reality of our own
self-centered lives in which we fail to
see the needs of others.

I

These feelings lead to a false notion of
being oppressed. We therefore align
ourselves with “Poor Lazarus”, thinking we are so looked down upon and
neglected by the world that we are assured a delightful passed into the
Kingdom in the bosom of Abraham.

It is a timeless art for all “Good Christians” to always relate to the underdog
of our Lord’s parables. However, it is
more often than not that we are actually more in line with the “not so
nice” individual(s) of the story.

However, more often than not we are
the oppressor or the one who neglects
our neighbor. How often have we
looked down upon others because of
an individual’s race or belief? I say to
myself that these feelings are not bias
or bigoted, but a natural part of the
human condition and must be followed and passed down to my children. We have heard often times
individuals making excuses for his or
her anti (Name your race or culture)
in order to make himself or herself
feel justified in their “biased opinion.”
Often he or she feels its paying honor
to his or her ancestors to keep the bias
attitude alive and not see others as
Christ sees them: as His brothers and
sisters, heirs with Him in His Father’s
Kingdom.

We like to see ourselves as the forgiving father rather than the sinful Prodigal Son, or his stubborn brother who
refused to forgive. We associate ourselves with the humility of the Publican and reject the arrogance of the
Pharisee. We are always the most fertile of ground when we hear the parable of the Sower and the Seed. And we
are always the tree that bears only
good fruit, which never needs to be
cut down or even pruned. We are the
most productive of servants and multiply our given talents and would
never dream of not serving with vigor
our Lord’s requests. We are the new
tenants of the vineyard without any
selfish intention of keeping the profits for ourselves and turn with malice
on the master’s son. We see ourselves
at the end of our lives hearing the
words of our Lord: “Well done good
and profitable servant. Come share
your master’s joy.”

We do a great injustice to others and
ourselves by holding these bias
thoughts and feelings. Each time we
act or fail to act because of our bias
feelings we abuse or neglect “Poor
Lazarus” who is embodied in the person we feel negatively about…

What is an even greater evil is that
often we teach these negative attitudes
to our children, thus convicting us of
We have misled ourselves time and an even greater sin against God and
time again as we interpret our Lord’s neighbor. We have trodden on our
parables to be thus, for, our Lord told Lord’s Second Greatest CommandHis parables so as to expose our false ment in order to perpetuate our own
notions of piety in order that we prideful bigotry.
would be able to see clearly His truth And again we ignore the hurt and opwith the true light of God.
pression of others each time we only
So it is with the parable of Lazarus see our needs over the needs of othand the Rich Man. It is easy for us to ers. Like the Rich Man, we are
see ourselves as the poor neglected blinded by our own concerns and
Lazarus in the parable. We often pleasures for our life. We fail to see
imagine the world not taking care of even the simplest needs of someone
our needs or perhaps even abusing else. These concerns may be very
our rights, so that, we are left with the valid ones indeed, but, to let them
feeling of being oppressed. We think: stop us from carrying out God’s com“Why does the other person have mand to us to love our neighbor as
more than me,” or “Why do I not our self is a grave injustice. Concerns
have the things that I desire.” We for our families needs; concerns at our
often feel that others are stopping us work and the responsibility of getting
from having what is rightfully ours. the work done; concerns for our
-cont’d on page 5
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Agenda
XXI DIOCESAN COUNCIL – SOBOR
July 12 - July 15, 2009
Theme: “So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually, members of
one another” (Romans 12:5)
Hosted by the New Jersey Deanery
Ukrainian Orthodox Cultural Center
South Bound Brook, New Jersey
Presiding: The Most Reverend Metropolitan Nicholas, Ruling Hierarch

SUNDAY. JULY 12. 2OO9
3:00 - 9:00 PM
Registration of Delegates - Holiday Inn Somerset
5:00 - 9:00 PM
Fellowship Buffet - Cultural Center
9:00 PM
Pre-Communion Prayers - Hotel Chapel
MONDAY, JULY 13. 2OO9
7:00 AM
Confessions - Hotel Chapel
8:00 AM
Hierarchical Liturgy - Hotel Chapel
Celebrant: His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas,
assisted by Clergy of the Diocesan Consistory
Homilist: His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas
9:45 AM
Brunch - Ukrainian Cultural Center
10:45 AM
Group Photograph - Ukrainian Cultural Center
11:00 AM
Convocation of the Council by His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas - First General Session - Ukrainian Cultural Center
Welcome by His Eminence Archbishop Antony
Greetings read from His All-Holiness, Patriarch
Bartholomew - Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, Chancellor
Greetings read from His Eminence, Archbishop
Demetrios of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America, Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople - Protopresbyter Lawrence R. Barriger,
Vice Chancellor
Credentials Report - Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro,
Chancellor
Appointment of Parliamentarian by the Metropolitan
Appointment of Council Secretaries by the Metropolitan
Appointment of Election Committee for nominations to the Diocesan Board of Trustees by the Metropolitan
Episcopal Report of His Eminence, Metropolitan
Nicholas
Greetings: National Sr. and Jr. A.C.R.Y.
Report of the Diocesan Treasurer
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Ronald A. Hazuda
1:00 PM
Break
1:30 - 3:00 PM
Workshop: Parish Assessment
Reverend Deacon Steve Hall, Fr. Basil Aden, and Mr.
John Bilanin, facilitators
3:00 PM
Report of the Diocesan Financial Secretary
Mr. Daniel Breno
Report of the Diocesan Auditor
Mr.Ted Koast
Report on Christ the Saviour Cathedral
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, Cathedral
Dean
Report on Christ the Saviour Seminary
Reverend Father Nicholas Ferencz, Prefect
Report on The Church Messenger
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael S. Rosco, Editor
The Church Messenger Report (continued)
Pani Betty Jean Baranik, Business Manager
Report on Diocesan Youth Apostolate

5:30 PM
6:30PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
9:30 PM

Father Andrew Fetchina & Father Matthew Moriak
Report on Camp Nazareth
Reverend Father Michael Ellis, Director
Report on the Clergy Pension Plan
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Ronald A. Hazuda, Director
Conclusion of the First General Session
Delegates Dinner - Cultural Center
Clergy-wives’ Dinner - Cultural Center
Diocesan Clergy Annual Conference/Dinner - Cultural Center
Small Compline in Hotel Chapel

TUESDAY. JULY 14. 2009
8:00 AM
Divine Liturgy in Hotel Chapel
Celebrant: His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas,
assisted by Diocesan Deans
9:30 AM
Continental Breakfast - Cultural Center
10:30 AM
Second General Session - Cultural Center
Nominations of the Board of Trustees Members Moderated by Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, Chancellor
11:15 AM
Workshop: Diocesan Vision; Diocesan Website; Mission Outreach
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Peter Paproski, Webmaster
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
12:15 PM
Closing of the Second Session with the Singing of
the Magnification of the Mother of God
12:30 PM
Luncheon
1:30 PM
Third General Council Session
1:30-2:30 PM
Workshop: Canonical By-Laws Changes; Other ByLaws Changes
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Lawrence R. Barriger, facilitator
2:30 PM
Ratification of By-Laws Changes
3:00 PM
Proposal: Diocesan Priests’ Salary Scale
Reverend Deacon Robert Hubiak, presenter
4:00 PM
Proposal: Diocesan Assessment
Reverend Deacon Stephen Hall, presenter
5:00 PM
Proposal of Diocesan Budget; Discussion and Adoption - Mr. Dan Breno, Presenter
7:00 PM
Sobor Grand Banquet
10:00 PM
Evening Prayers in Hotel Chapel
WEDNESDAY. JULY 15, 2009
8:00 AM
Divine Liturgy - Hotel Chapel
9:30 AM
Brunch
10:30 AM
Fourth General Council Session
Proposal: Convening of Sobors every four years
Election of the Lay Members of the Diocesan Board
of Trustees; Moderator: Protopresbyter Lawrence R.
Barriger, Vice Chancellor
Oath of Office of Lay Trustees administered by His
Eminence
Conclusion of the XXIst Diocesan Council
Announcement of the XXII Diocesan Council-Sobor
12:00 Noon
Meeting of the Diocesan Board of Trustees The
Fisher House (Ukrainian Center)

Page 4

THE CHURCH MESSENGER

June 28, 2009

OTPUST: A Pilgrimage to the Past
By Ann Melanie Yurcisin

Pictured above is a scene from the first Diocesan Pilgrimage, held in July 1955.

I

t’s a lovely, cool July 4th morning, and I am sitting on my back porch,
thankful for a quiet day away from work. I just finished reading the morning paper filled with listings of events for fireworks, picnics, concerts, parades
and gatherings. I can imagine that there will be lots of folks at these events in
their shorts, sandals and sleeveless tops, sipping ice-cold beverages and eating
ice cream. For me, in this moment, I only want to soak in the peacefulness of
the hour. My mind starts to drift, and I try to think back on past July 4ths
when I was a child. What did my family do when I was a child? Then I remember a myriad of events that I hadn’t thought about in a very long time.
For many years, July 4th weekends were set aside for Otpusts or Pilgrimages
in Johnstown. Those were weekends that were filled with beautiful music,
wonderful food, parades and gatherings, though of a very different kind as
compared to typical patriotic Fourth of July celebrations. No….. Otpust in
Johnstown was an event that brought in faithful from all over the Diocese.
Pilgrims came to worship at Christ the Saviour Cathedral and Seminary, and
to gather with family and friends.
Otpust usually started on a Saturday evening with Services at Christ the Saviour Seminary, at the Cross. Many of the pilgrims would have already arrived
filling the seminary grounds for these Services, with their heartfelt singing filtering into nearby neighborhoods. Many of these people had come from far
distances in cars and buses. Tomorrow, there would be more cars and buses
with pilgrims, so many that they had to park at a grocery store parking lot
several blocks away because there would be no room near the Cathedral or
Seminary.
Sundays of Otpust weekends were always very hot and sunny. Each started
with the Hierarchical Liturgy with Bishop Orestes as the celebrant, and an
endless number of priests surrounding the altar, so filled that they were barely
able to move. It seemed to me that there was always a glow around the altar
when the Bishop served. I remembered that from the dedication of the Cathedral. Some might explain that it was the vestments, and the Bishop’s crown
reflecting the gold leaf trim that accented the altar and walls. However, to me
it seemed much brighter than that, a light that was not a reflection from the
gold but of something else.
There was always singing, whether it was the Cathedral Choir or a guest choir.
At times, it was the priests and the congregation, just filling up the church
with their singing. The music would flow out from the open stained-glass
windows, and could be heard blocks away, even at the Seminary! Anyone
walking near the Cathedral would also catch the scent of incense and burning
beeswax candles.
The Cathedral was always filled to capacity. Windows were always open to let
in any air or a stray breeze. It would be hot in church, since there was no air
conditioning or fans. The only fans were those used by the women trying to
cool themselves. These were usually cardboard palm-shaped fans with advertising from hometown funeral homes, or delicate pleated Japanese folding fans.
The pilgrims would be very hot, since everyone there was in their Sunday
best: men in suits and ties, women in dresses, wearing hats and even gloves.
There was no casual dress to be found here. In addition, the Liturgy lasted
more than two hours, with sermons and so many coming to Communion.
However, these pilgrims never complained since this is why they came to Johnstown – to pray.

After Liturgy, there was a wonderful hot, home-cooked dinner that ladies of
the Cathedral had prepared. These women had been working and preparing
for days, not really knowing just how many people would be coming. They
would serve their famed holupki and Salisbury steak, with parsley potatoes
and their wonderful tangy cole slaw. All was topped off with iced cakes, hot
coffee and sodas. Although this was a time to visit and refresh, it was not a
leisurely meal, since another Service would soon start.
After the meal, I ran back up to the Cathedral to prepare for the procession
that was to follow. There I joined my fellow Church School classmates, as our
teachers directed us on how to line up. What a good-looking group we were!
There had to be over 50 of us. The boys were in white shirts with ties. And
the girls were in fancy white dresses (often our Holy Communion dresses),
and white ribbons in our hair. I can distinctly remember the highly-starched
crinoline slips that helped fill out our skirts. They were very scratchy, and
made it uncomfortable to sit down.
The procession was also made up of Altar Boys, Boy Scouts, church officers
and leaders carrying flags, processional icons and crosses. Then came seminarians, deacons and priests who were all escorting Bishop Orestes on the walk
from the Cathedral to the Seminary. Following them were all the faithful pilgrims. There were so many there, that it seemed like it was one solid line of
people from the Cathedral to the Seminary filling up Butler Avenue. As I
walked in the procession, I remember feeling proud that I was doing something that I heard my ancestors had done, being a pilgrim. It wasn’t until
many years later that I found out how that little walk to the Seminary paled
in comparison to the pilgrimages that our ancestors had made in the Old
Country. Their pilgrimage would be an arduous, dangerous trek with family
and friends to another village to visit their favorite shrine of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Often these pilgrimages took days to make the trip! Some of the
women might even give birth along the way! Some of the pilgrims who were
really too sick or old to make the trip never returned home. However, this trip
was something so important to their spiritual lives that they made this pilgrimage no matter what the cost.
After the Services were over, pilgrims visited and lingered over religious items
and books that were available from the Seminary Bookstore, perhaps purchasing something for themselves or for those unable to make the trip. Also
for purchase was a colorful array of European-style Medovniki. These were
beautiful honey-flavored cookies in the shape of crosses and hearts. In the
middle of each cookie, a small icon was embossed and framed with intricate
layers of piped pastel and white frosting. These cookies, even though they
were edible, could be kept indefinitely, and they were often purchased as keepsakes of the Otpust. (Several years ago, as I was preparing to move back to
Johnstown, I came across some Medovniki that were over 30 years old, and
they were still intact!) Once again, in preparation for the pilgrimage, the
Cathedral and Deanery women spent many days in making thousands of these
cookies with their delicate and beautiful designs, each one a work of art.
The Otpusts were very memorable, special events. They were times when we
as Orthodox faithful from all over the Diocese came together to observe our
ancestor’s hard fought freedoms, to celebrate our heritage, and to pray. In remembering those Fourth of July weekends, I can’t help but think that these Otpusts were truly a wonderful, perfect American way to celebrate this National
Holiday.
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enior Prom. It’s a rite of passage for high
school students all over the country. For
many of them, it is the most important
night of their young lives—a night NOT to
be missed. What happens then, when the
Prom is on the same night as the most solemn,
sacred day of the Orthodox Church year?
That’s the problem two young men were faced
with earlier this year. Michael Stan, a senior,
and Peter Stan, a junior, are members of St.
Nicholas Church in Warren, Ohio. They and
their family discovered in January of this year
that their high school’s Junior-Senior Prom
was going to take place on Orthodox Good
Friday! Certainly, this is a position that no
young person should be put into, and a choice
that they shouldn’t have to make.
According to Jennifer Brainard, Michael and
Peter’s mother, attempts were made to try and
rectify the situation. They were told the
school couldn’t possibly change the date because of contracts with the banquet hall and
DJ. “We proceeded to call these businesses to
see if they could move the date to the following week. They both said “yes” but the school
still would not co-operate. My husband went
to the school board and explained the difficult situation the boys were in. Holy Friday is
the most strict day of the year and the boys
were faced with choosing their Orthodox
faith…or attending their Prom which is an
important part of high school and a huge
memory.” All the school would tell them was
that it would never happen again in the future.
Jennifer said they would not tell the boys what
to do. While they offered their advice, it was
ultimately their decision, and they would support whatever they decided. All they required

Michael Stan (left) and his brother Peter (right) following their school’s performance of the musical Footloose.

of the boys was that if they went to Prom,
they had to go to Church first and they could
not break the fast.
Anyone would’ve understood if Michael and
Peter ended up at the Prom with their friends.
But, they chose to NOT attend. They chose
to keep Good Friday as it is meant to be
kept—holy.
One might assume that it was an easier decision for Peter. Being a Junior, he would still
have next year. It is easy to see from the following quote though, that Peter’s motivation
was entirely different. “I thought to myself,
‘how could I enjoy myself with my friends
knowing that Christ hung on the cross on that
same day?’ The answer was that I couldn’t.”
When we think of the word martyr, we think

of those who literally gave their lives for their
faith. It is important to remember though,
that martyr comes from the Greek word for
witness. That is exactly what Michael and
Peter did. They were witnesses for their faith.
In this way, they are great examples for other
young people about the importance of standing up for Christ and letting people know
about the importance of your faith.
Michael summed it this way: “I think that the
Orthodox Church is the worlds Biggest Best
Kept Secret. It’s times like this when we as Orthodox Christians can speak out and make
people aware of our faith. If it weren’t for this
incident, I doubt that half of Champion High
School would have even heard of the Orthodox Church. I know for sure that my senior
Prom night will never be forgotten.”

DAYLIGHT PULL-OUT SECTION

Good Friday vs. the Prom
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DAYLIGHT

Fr. Stephen Dutko
In Loving Memory

B

y the time this issue of Daylight is being read, the annual Diocesan
Altar Boys Retreat will have been held. This year’s retreat was dedicated to the memory of the newly departed servant of God, Fr. Stephen
Dutko.
Fr. Stephen was one of the original members of the Diocesan Youth Apostolate. Some may question why a retired priest would be part of youth ministry, but if they ask that question, it just shows they didn’t know Fr. Stephen.
As his son David reminded us at the dinner following Fr. Stephen’s funeral, he
never lost his ability to relate to the youth, and in many ways was still young
at heart.
As with many people throughout the Diocese, I have my own fond memories
of Altar Boy Retreats when I was younger. One thing that always stood out
to me was Fr. Stephen’s love for singing and how he inspired that same love in
all of us. Whether it was a rousing rendition of cingi lingi bom or the plain
chant of our Carpatho-Russian ancestors, we always looked forward to our
time singing with Fr. Stephen. Perhaps most memorable of all was how he
taught us the Marian hymns. Indeed whenever I hear or sing “Rejoice O Virgin”, it is relatively easy after thinking of the Theotokos and her son, our Lord
Jesus Christ, to also think of Fr. Stephen, singing with such joy and vigor.
As I stood in St. Michael’s Church in Binghamton, New York during the funeral liturgy, I noticed even the youngest of the parish’s “knights of the altar”
with tears in their eyes as they bid a final farewell to Fr. Stephen. The impact
he had on young people in 2009 was just as great as it was 50 years ago.
Fr. Stephen believed a great deal in the work of the Diocesan Youth Apostolate, just as he did in ALL youth related Diocesan activities, and he was always very supportive of the efforts of this newsletter. It is on behalf of the
Diocesan Apostolate for Youth, that I would like to lovingly dedicate this issue
of Daylight to the memory of Monsignor Stephen Dutko. Eternal be his memory. Vicnaja pamjat’!

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
If you would like to have an article and/or photos of a parish or individual youth activity printed, or are interested in writing something for Daylight, please contact Fr. Matthew Moriak at: daylight@acrod.org or
FrMAtthewLL@hotmail.com or by calling him at: (908)725-3385.
Thanks and looking forward to hearing from you!
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Reflections on Completing Seminary
by Sub-Deacon Matthew Stagon

A

few years ago, I wrote in Daylight about being in seminary. It’s amazing how the time flies and by God’s grace I have finished my studies
at Christ the Saviour Seminary. I owe none of the credit to myself but
to the glory of God for carrying me along for the ride. It is a rather interesting feeling to have completed my seminary studies. Everyone keeps asking
whether I miss it or not, or whether I am going to miss it. The out-loud response I give is “no”. Although it’s a fashionable answer, I am not so sure it is
accurate.
Growing up, I remember attending Altar Boy Retreats at the Seminary and
summers at Camp Nazareth and hearing the priests and seminarians share stories of their time at seminary. It made me hope that someday I would be able
to share in those stories and have a few of my own. Now I do and they will last
a lifetime. But, seminary was not all fun. It was not easy but it was certainly
fruitful. There was always something going on and your days had to be
molded around those circumstances. Every day was a struggle from morning
to night, and night was not that easy either. But, it really was the best experience of my life and hardly anything has taught me more about myself and
about others.
I would recommend seminary to everyone, not even just those who feel the call
to the Priesthood. We could all stand to learn a few more things about our
deep faith that goes back two millenniums. It taught me so much that I will
be able to take into the world of parish life one day. I wholeheartedly believe
this.
Christ the Saviour Seminary is truly a blessing to this Diocese and to the world.
It is really a “pearl” and cannot be cast aside. Seminary has had a life-changing effect on me and countless others and God-willing countless more and
more. So the next time someone asks me if I am going to miss the seminary,
I will probably still shrug my shoulders and try to say no. But, deep down inside, or maybe not so deep, and fifty or sixty years from now I will still miss
the seminary in all its quietness, solitude and beauty. It will always stand not
only as a rock of faith for the Diocese but also as a rock of faith in my heart.

DAYLIGHT
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Divine Liturgy is Better
Than Going to the Movies
Divine Liturgy and the movies are two things
that seem very strange to compare from the start.
About the only similarity that they might have,
and this is a very loose similarity, is that they both
offer an escape. People go to the movies to be
swept up into a different world. These days,
movies about current, politically charged events,
don’t fare well at the box office. That’s because
people don’t want to see a movie about things
they see on the news or read in the paper. They
are going to the movies to leave the world behind
for a couple of hours. Isn’t that what we do when
we attend the Liturgy? Don’t we leave behind the
world for a period of time? In the Cherubic

hymn, we sing, “Let us now lay aside all earthly
cares.” We “escape” from the cares and concerns
of the world, and leave them behind during the
Liturgy.
The difference in these escapes from the world is
immense however. After the end credits have
rolled, we leave the theater and we have to go
back to the reality of life. We aren’t any better
equipped or prepared to face the difficulties the
world can and often does offer. When we leave
the Liturgy, however, we are better prepared. We
have been fed the Word of God and the precious
body and blood of Christ. The problems in the
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world will be there, but we will be better armed
to face them. The Liturgy even offers us the
chance to be completely transformed spiritually.
No movie can do that.
We go to the movies to be entertained. We sit
and watch. We can’t participate in a movie. In
today’s world, people often make the mistake of
thinking that they should be entertained when
they go to Church too. In Orthodox worship,
that isn’t the case. We have substance over style.
The Bishop, Priest and other altar servers, or the
choir aren’t there to “put on a show” and we aren’t
there to just sit back and watch. We participate
in the Liturgy. We are actively involved. After
all, the word Liturgy comes from a Greek word
meaning “work of the people.”
In the movies, there are some scenes that once the
film is over, you realize weren’t that important.
In the Liturgy, everything is important. Everything has meaning. Once we better understand
that meaning, the Liturgy will mean more to us
as well.
They certainly don’t make movies today the same
way they did 20, 40 or 60 years ago. But when
we come to Liturgy, we know that we are worshipping the same way the early Church worshipped. They may not make them like they
used to, but we sure worship like they used to!
Over the next several issues of Daylight, we will
be looking more specifically at different parts of
the Divine Liturgy—what they mean, and why
they we do them. In this way, you will hopefully
be better able to understand exactly why we worship the way we do, and exactly how incredible
an experience the Divine Liturgy truly is.

“Not of this world”
by Alex Breno
Editor’s note: The following is text of the speech National Jr. ACRY President Alex Breno gave at the
National Bowling Tournament in Phoenixville, PA
over Memorial Day weekend. Alex makes reference
to a t-shirt and hat that he wore when he gave the
speech. Though we did not have a photo of Alex giving his speech, the website where he ordered the clothing is listed.
Very Reverend and Reverend Fathers, ACRY
members, guests and friends,
Christ is Risen! Christos Voskrese!
I bet you are all wondering why I’m wearing this
shirt and hat. Before I tell you why, I want to ask
a couple questions. Do the letters NOTW mean
anything to you? Anyone besides my family?
Anyone? What about the words “Not Of This
World”? No? Well, those words and letters mean
the world to me.
NOTW.com is a website dedicated to Christians.
You can buy clothes, accessories, music and even
be prayed for. I know how hard it is to be a full
devoted Christian in these times where gang signs,
drugs, sex and violence are promoted through
clothing. NOTW is a way of promoting GOD.
These shirts have bible verses and pictures that
show how powerful GOD is. As many say, pictures speak louder than words. These pictures
speak louder to me than a lot of things I’ve heard.
I hear bad language and name calling and all that
bad stuff. It shocks me but when I wear my shirts,
I feel that I am getting rid of the devil near me,

like the Apostle Paul did. A possessed girl was following him and the other Apostles and she was
mocking them. Finally, the Apostle Paul was fed
up and yelled at the demon to leave - not the girl
the demon. That’s how I feel. My shirt is like
the Apostle Paul--it yells at the demons to leave.
But they are always coming back to be tempting.
I guess one is never enough, well except for Jesus
being the ONE--He wants us to wear our Christian Faith not only in our hearts but on the OUTSIDE. It could be our Cross, the shirt, hats –
anything at all that speaks louder than our
mouths. Maybe together we can change the people in this world to be better. Be kinder to people, use less profanity, and use their voices to
praise the One and Only God.
It may appear that I am saying these clothes will
change the world--they won’t.
It’s OUR actions that will… using three fingers
and an arm…. Making the sign of the cross.
Make it during your school announcement, before lunch, on a sport field or even walking into
work. It doesn’t matter where because if you do it,
people will recognize it. Than change will happen. WE JUST NEED TO START IT!
I would like to thank the Phoenixville chapter for
a wonderful weekend. Your hard work certainly
paid off. I wish everyone a safe trip home and am
looking forward to seeing you in Binghamton in
September. If you have questions about NOTW
– please feel free to ask me.
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Windows Into Heaven
Pentecost

T

he Feast of Pentecost is celebrated 50 days after Pascha.
This event is recorded in the 2nd
chapter of the book of the Acts of the
Apostles. Just ten days after Christ’s
ascension, the apostles were gathered
in the upper room where the last supper had occurred when, as Christ
promised them, they received the
Holy Spirit. With the Holy Spirit to
guide them, the apostles emerged
from the upper room no longer afraid
to publicly preach Christ Risen from
the Dead. St. Peter preached and
everyone could hear him in their own
language. Scripture tells us that some
3000 people became Christians that
day. Now that is a powerful sermon!
This really signifies the beginning of
the Orthodox Christian Church and
for this reason, the Feast of Pentecost
is often referred to as the “birthday of
the Church.”
The icon of this feast is known as the
“Descent of the Holy Spirit.” It is
marked by its bold colors—red and
gold signifying the greatness of the
event. The Holy Spirit is represented
by tongues of fire. Each Apostle has
one resting upon his head. Sometimes, the Mother of God is depicted
in this icon. If she is, it is most appropriate for her to not have a tongue

of fire over her head. The reason for
this is that the she would have already
received the Holy Spirit at the Annunciation when Christ was conceived in her womb.
Many times, in Orthodox icons, what
the icon represents is more important
than actual historical accuracy. This is
why there are some figures represented in this icon who would not
have actually been present at the
event. Chief amongst these is St.
Paul. At the time Pentecost took
place, Paul was still known as Saul
and soon after he would leading the
persecutions of the early Church before his conversion on the road to
Damascus. However, since this feast
is the beginning of the spread of the
Gospel, St. Paul is depicted to represent the missionary work of the
Church. Also pictured are St. Luke
and St. Mark. They, along with St.
Matthew and St. John are the four
Evangelists, the writers of the four
holy Gospels. Unlike Matthew and
John, Luke and Mark were not part
of the 12 Apostles. They are depicted
again due to the face that Pentecost
marked the beginning of the spread
of the Gospel. You can tell the four
evangelists by the fact that they are
holding books of the Gospel.
Finally, in the center of the icon,
below the Apostles, we see a figure
dressed in royal clothing, holding a
white cloth. This is a symbolic figure
called Cosmos. He is in front of a
dark background and represents the
people of the world living in darkness
and sin and involved in pagan worship. Soon, those people in darkness
will have the Gospel preached to
them as well. If you look closely on
the cloth, you see a number of scrolls.
These scrolls represent the teaching
of the Apostles. After Pentecost, this
teaching would be spread to all parts
of the world.

ATTENTION FAMILIES!
The Diocesan Apostolate for Youth is currently working on a new
project. This project will be an at-home “guide book” designed to
give families ideas on ways to keep their faith active in the home.
The booklet will place a strong emphasis on keeping the major feasts
of the Church despite hectic work and school schedules. It will also
focus on the customs and traditions of our Carpatho-Russian Diocese. That’s where we need your help. If there is something you did
as a family growing up, or that you do now with your own family,
that enhances the spiritual life of your family, let us know what it is.
If it makes it into the booklet, it may serve inspire other families to
try something they’ve never done before. It could pertain to family
prayer time or scripture reading, or really anything that places an
emphasis on your faith outside of Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.
Please send any ideas, comments or questions to Fr. Matthew Moriak at: daylight@acrod.org or FrMatthewLL@hotmail.com Thank
you!
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We returned home “transformed,
renewed and restored!”

KENOSHA, WISCONSIN--On Saturday, May 9th, the Chicago Deanery
Churches embarked on a pilgrimage to the Greek Orthodox Holy Monastery
of St. John Chrysostomos located near Kenosha, Wisconsin. This pilgrimage
was organized by the Diocesan Apostolate for Youth Ministry, continuing their
desire to get our youth accustomed to the idea of taking pilgrimages. The
event was attended by young people as well as adults. All told, more than 50
people participated. Those from Crawfordsville and Lafayette started their
five-hour journey to the monastery before dawn! Parishioners also traveled
from the Schererville and Hobart parishes. Faithful from Niles, Illinois traveled to the Pilgrimage on a school bus. They held morning prayers and then
talked a little about monastic life on their way there.
The monastery is one of 17 founded by the Elder Father Ephraim. It is a
women’s monastery. The community was founded in 1994 and serves to provide spiritual guidance and to help preserve the Holy Traditions of the Church
through an exemplary Christian life and devotion to God.
Upon arriving at the monastery, before being called to prayer, faithful were
warmly greeted and welcomed by the Sisters of the monastery. In the
monastery chapel (which is devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary), a Paraklesis
was chanted in Greek by several of the Sisters. During this service, in the
beautiful and poetic hymnography of Byzantine Chant, the Theotokos
(Mother of God) is honored and esteemed for her unique role in the salvation
of the human race. We beseech her to save us—just as those drowning reach
out to those on dry land. Following the service, a presentation about the
monastery and monastic life was then given by one of the Sisters. She explained that the monastery complex was recently completed and that 20 nuns
from Greece and America now reside there.
A typical day in the life of a nun begins by rising very early in the morning for
prayers. On several days during the week the Divine Liturgy is served. Following their breakfast, the nuns go about their jobs or chores. Many of them
work outside in the gardens tending vegetables, herbs and flowers. Some make
candles or do iconography. Some help prepare soaps and lotions. Some work
in the monastery bookstore or visitor center. All of their meals are meatless,
and several days each week are strict fasting days. At the conclusion of their
day, with prayers, the nuns retire to their cells. The Sister told us how they believe St. John Chrysostomos watches over and protects the monastery.
Faithful were then invited to visit the bookstore, where various icons, books,
jewelry, baked goods, etc. were available for sale. A delicious lunch of traditional Greek foods and fruit was served in the visitor’s refectory at the
monastery.
After lunch, a walk up the hill took faithful to the main Church of St. John
Chysostomos. It features a beautiful iconostasion, main chandelier (lighted by
candles), marble floor, and other furnishings made by traditional artisans in
Greece. Faithful were able to explore the magnificent Church and the two
adjoining chapels as the Sisters offered explanations and answered any questions.
At the conclusion of the day, the younger children and the clergy were presented with gift bags from the Sisters as a remembrance of the pilgrimage.
The day provided an opportunity for faithful to travel to a holy and sacred
place to glance at the simple yet peaceful life of monasticism. Even if it was
for just a short time, Chicago Deanery faithful were able to separate themselves from the world, leave their problems behind, and focus on learning more
about our Heavenly Father and opening their hearts to His special grace.
Those who attended the Pilgrimage returned home transformed, renewed,
and restored!
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-Editorial, cont’d from page 2

Bachelor of Theology—being accredited to do so long before some other seminaries were. They will hear that Camp Nazareth—in operation for over 30
years—continues to enjoy a stellar reputation with the American Camping
Association and, more importantly, continues to attract more Diocesan children to camp every year. They will hear of Diocesan involvement in OCMC,
IOCC and other SCOBA-endorsed agencies. They will hear of new endeavors in the realm of mission outreach and exciting new projects such as the
Youth Apostolate and a revised Diocesan website, that will, through the use of
the best in technology, enable us to reach and teach our people—and others—
in an unprecedented way. All of this, of course, is dutifully reported in The
Church Messenger, and the delegates will hear of the continued commitment
of our Diocesan newspaper to report the news rather than make it.
But it is precisely what our delegates will not hear that is so significant. They
will not hear of financial scandals and accounts that cannot be properly accounted for. They will not hear of lawsuits and legal maneuvering. They will
not hear of issues of immorality among the clergy and/or laity. They will not
hear disrespectful statements made about church hierarchs and “inquisitionlike” questions posed to them. As you can see elsewhere is this publication,
these items are nowhere to be found on our Council Agenda.
Our Diocese always has, and always will, be able to hold its own in Orthodox
America. We have nothing about which to feel inferior. Indeed, we are not
perfect; we have problems and issues unique to us. We have always met our
challenges and dealt with them honestly and energetically—working together
in harmony with our bishop—and we will continue to do so.
Remember this: if “The grass is always greener on the other side,” perhaps
they are simply using more fertilizer over there!
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Canonical Visitation To
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church,
Spring Hill Florida

Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor
The Church Messenger
-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

home and its upkeep; concerns for our school work and making the grade;
and concerns for our own desires to be met. As we worry or distract ourselves
with these concerns Lazarus awaits just outside the gate that enters into our
life. How we so easily ignore his being there or even his existence. Or perhaps
we feel that “Poor Lazarus” is someone else’s concern.
However it is our Lord’s command and warning to us to look after the needs
of others. It is our responsibility to teach our children how to care for others
as God has commanded. We can not be like the young man who wished to
justify himself as to whom he should help when asking Jesus: “Who is my
neighbor?” We all know far too well the answer to this questions answered
by our Lord in the parable of the Good Samaritan.
We have neighbors who may or may not believe as we believe who need our
help. We have neighbors whose skin may or may not be the same as ours who
need our help. We have neighbors who may or may not have the same cultural values as us who need our help. We have neighbors who may or may not
have the same social status as us who need our help. If we deny our help because of any personal or cultural bias we are as the centurion who slapped our
Lord on the face and we defy His command given to us. We ignore “Poor
Lazarus” over and over again with these attitudes toward others.

Metropolitan Nicholas awarded a hramota to Mr. John DeMay, the parishioner who designed and built
the church’s iconostasis

SPRING HILL, FL -- His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, provided one
bright spot in an otherwise cloudy and soggy week of unrelenting rain in usually sunny Florida when he visited Holy Trinity Church in Spring Hill, Fla.,
on Sat., May 23, 2009.

During the visit, Metropolitan Nicholas presided over the celebration of a Hierarchal Divine Liturgy, assisted by Presbyter Michael Shuster, pastor of the
parish, and Very Rev. Michael Miklos, Dean of Florida parishes, with numerous parishioners and communicants in attendance. During the service, he
blessed the new icons in the church’s iconostasis and awarded a diocesan
hramota (certificate of recognition and appreciation) to parishioner John
DeMay, the craftsman who designed and built the church’s hand-carved icon
“Lazarus is interpreted, “one who was assisted,” for he was poor, and the Lord screen in memory of his wife Olga. Afterwards, he joined members and friends
helped him. (words of Saint John Chrysostom) Are we ready to assist the of the parish for a tasty lunch of Eastern European home cooking at a local
needs of others despite our learned biases? Lazarus is waiting... lying, suffer- restaurant owned and operated by Orthodox Christians, where he shared some
ing, do we notice him? Do we see beyond our own concerns in our own world words of encouragement with everyone present before his departure.
to notice his hurt and shame. Look around you while asking the good Lord Metropolitan Nicholas’ visit also brought the parish some media attention,
to open your eyes to the needs around you. Do not let the blindness which
with a substantial newspaper article in the widely circulated St. Petersburg
afflicted the Rich Man persist in your life. Pray to God to let you see others
Times. An online edition of the article is available here:
as our Father sees them. Our spirituality must be in tune with God’s. We canwww.tampabay.com/news/religion/article10 03489.ece.
not afford to ignore His teachings. We must let His word enter into our minds
and permeate our hearts, so that we may live according to His Truth. I pray The timing of Metropolitan Nicholas’ visit was especially uplifting and inthat each of us heeds the teachings of Christ preserved by the Apostles and spiring for Holy Trinity Church, as the parish is gearing up to celebrate its
the Fathers of the Church which have been handed down to us. So that we 30th anniversary this year. In conjunction with that milestone, the parish has
may not ignore these teachings as the Rich Man once ignored the teachings of embarked on a number of future-minded church renewal and growth initiaMoses and the prophets to his own condemnation.
tives, include a new attractive, comprehensive website; better newspaper adGod is always reading to assist us through His outpouring of the Holy Spirit vertising and public relations; upgrades to the church building and parish
into the world. Pray for this outpouring each day, so that your heart may grounds; and an accent on philanthropy and community outreach, with yearwork great wonders in the lives of others for the glory of God. “May your round collection of food, clothing, hygiene products and art supplies for chillight so shine before men that they may see your good works and give glory dren, women and men helped at a local domestic violence shelter.
to God who is in Heaven. Remember Lazarus is waiting….
Anyone visiting or moving to Hernando County, Fla., is more than welcome
Very Rev. Fr. Miles Zdinak

to join Holy Trinity Church for worship, fellowship and growth in Christ. For
more information, visit the parish website online at htoc-fl.org.
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Lansford Honors War Dead
LANSFORD, PA --The United Veterans Organization Memorial Day Parade
in Lansford, PA included ceremonies honoring the war dead of Saint Nicholas
Orthodox Church. The parade stopped also at the Veteran’s Monument near
St. Katherine Drexel’s Catholic Church, the American Legion, the Amvets,
and ended at Kennedy Park where a ceremony took place honoring those who
made the supreme sacrifice. The special guest speaker was Captain Joe Shamonski of the Army Reserves.
A permanent outdoor stone monument honoring the war dead of World War
II sits in front of Saint Nicholas Church on which are inscribed the following
names: Emil E. Tomchick 2nd Lt., Michael Priggins Sgt., George Herbert
P.F.C., Walter Firman P.F.C., Nicholas Zulick P.F.C., Michael Mulla P.F.C.,
Peter Snovich P.F.C.
A little known part of its parish history is that the “wings” of Emil E. Tomchick
JOHNSTOWN, PA--Graduates pictured with Metropolitan Nicholas and
2nd Lt., are attached to one of the candlesticks on the main altar at Saint
Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro are are the 2009 graduates recently honored at
Nicholas in his memory and lovingly placed there by his family in 1943.
Christ the Saviour Cathedral. They are: Christ the Saviour Seminary graduate
Sub-deacon Matthew Stagon, Stephanie Mihalaki, Nicholas Seitz, Polina Osmolinski, and Seminary graduate Deacon Gaius Gromm. Not available when
photograph was taken was Christian Eric Dutko.

NILES, IL--Pictured with their pastor, Very Rev. Fr. Samuel Sherry, are the
2009 Graduates honored at St. Michael’s Church in Niles, IL. They are: Alex
Dudlak (8th Grade); Michael Thill and Oleksa Bindas (High School); Melissa
Trinkleback and Nicholas Foltman (College).

NEW YORK, NY--Matthew Stack and Michael Tymus of St. Nicholas
Church, 10th Street, NYC, are pictured with their priest, Very Rev. Fr. John
J. Beskid on Graduate Sunday. Matthew graduated from the University of
Rochester and Michael from North Rockland High School.

HOMESTEAD, PA--George Sukal, age 95, is presented with an Icon of St.
George by his Pastor, Very Rev. Fr. Robert Buczak, in honor of his years of
dedicated service to the St. Nicholas Cemetery Association. George served as
Sexton and Caretaker of the Cemetery to the age of 93. He continues as Advisor to the Cemetery Association.

NEW YORK, NY--Members of St. Nicholas Church, 10th Street, put pussy
willow bunches together for the Palm Sunday celebration.
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Family Day Raffle Winners
Prize #
GRAND
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th

Description
10,000.00
1,000.00$
900.00$
800.00$
700.00$
600.00$
500.00$
400.00$
300.00$
200.00$
100.00$
100.00$
50.00$
50.00$
50.00$
1 wk camp
1 wk camp
1 wk camp
1 wk camp
1 wk camp

Winner’s Name
Andrea Urban
Schuster
Anna Blanar
Lynn Halapin
Pat Yurcisin
John Varoscak
Patty Teplica
Sue Yedinak
Bette Ann Slivka
Mary Priestin???
Matushka Marion Mitchell
Anna Kahanick
John Turcmanovich
Cathy Pawlik
Lillian Jenci
Sophia Sehuresko
Annette Houk???
Boykas
Homestead Sr. ACRY Chapter 11
John Oileski

Address
209 Frank Ave
330 Garfield St.
PO Box 2299
641 Tartan Dr.
15 Wellington Place
201 Forest Hill Rd.
8150 Beech Ave???
132 Ryan St.
1804 Interlake???
2709 NE 29th Court
11 Elsm St.???
332 E. Snyder Ave.
109 Arkansas Ave.
13J Legion Ave.??
HC 78 Bx 61¬D
513 Lyndal St.
Allentown Church
1405 Schlager???

City
Whitaker
Johnstown
W Lafayette
Monroeville
New Brunswick
Pittsburgh
New Castle
Muwster
Buffalo
Wantayh??
Fort Lauderdale
Binghamton
Lansfoed
Whitakei
Stratford
Pipestem
New Castle
Allentown
Homestead
Taylor

State
PA
PA
IN
PA
NJ
PA
PA
IN
NY
NY
FL
NY
PA
PA
CT
WV
PA
PA
PA
PA

Scenes from the National A.C.R.Y. Bowling Tournament

Pictured are the National A.C.R.Y. Officers in attendance for the 61st Annual
Metropolitan Orestes Memorial Bowling Tournament held in Valley Forge,
PA.
Greg Kushner of Host Chapter #30, Phoenixville, PA, shows good form on
the lanes during the National A.C.R.Y. Bowling Tournament.

Very Rev. Fr. Miles Zdinak, National Junior A.C.R.Y. Spiritual Advisor, delivered the Homily at the Sunday Divine Liturgy.

Sarah Tartaglio accepts Bowling Tournament Awards on behalf of the New
England Deanery Clergy Doubles Team.
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-OCMC, cont’d from page 1

dering of the new building that they
worked so hard to see completed.
At the banquet, OCMC was honored
to receive a $25,000 donation from
the Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society, presented by National
President Aphrodite Skeadas.
The morning of the Thursday, May
21, began with a Divine Liturgy at
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church. Fr. Nikitas Theodosian graciously welcomed as the Liturgy’s celebrant Metropolitan Alexios of the
Atlanta Metropolis of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and
the many faithful who gathered for
the early morning worship. The Metropolitan was assisted by Fr. Ritsi and
Archdeacon Panteleimon Papadopoulos.
Dedication proceedings were held immediately following the Liturgy at the
new building, which included a blessing service celebrated by Archbishop

Demetrios. Following the service, a
hand painted icon of the Mission
Center’s patron saints, Cyril and
Methodius, was presented by Archbishop Demetrios from the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America.
Then OCMC was blessed to receive
the relics of two of Orthodoxy’s most
renowned missionary saints – St. Cosmas Aitolos, Missionary to the
Balkans, presented by Archbishop
Anastasios, and St. Innocent, Apostle
to America, presented by Metropolitan Jonah of the Orthodox Church in
America (OCA). Following a ribbon
cutting and plaque unveiling, guests
took time to venerate the relics and
tour the new four-million dollar,
12,000 square foot facility.
Nearly 250 people reconvened at the
Renaissance Resort following the dedication for a luncheon held in honor
of Archbishop Anastasios and Archbishop Demetrios. Following an introduction by OCMC President
Emeritus Fr. Alexander Veronis, Arch-

PERIODICAL

Archbishop Anastasios and Archbishop Demetrios, seminary classmates are shown in the foyer of the
new OCMC Administration Building that bears their names.

bishop Anastasios offered, “It is with
particular joy and all the while ‘blessing the Lord’, that we reflect on the
work that the OCMC has offered to
multiple missionary fields. The present inauguration of this Administration and Training Center surely forms
a very important landmark.”
After being introduced by OCMC’s
first executive director, Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos, Archbishop
Demetrios illustrated the significance
of the new building when he said,
“[This building] is a miracle of God
showing the disposition, and showing
the tremendous desire, for building
on [the North American] missionary
effort.”
“So much has transpired in the movement of Orthodox missions over the
last decades that bring us to this moment…and it is a glorious occasion
that we’ve come to,” reflects Fr. Martin on the completion and dedication
of the new Archbishop Anastasios and
Archbishop Demetrios Missionary
Training and Administration Building. “We are now at a position where
[missions] is expected, where it is
common, where it is a challenge that
many people are accepting and following through on…Today we are on
a property with a vision that has come
to fruition; but a vision that is not
complete. It is a building that is built
for the needs of today with the vision
for what is to come tomorrow…[This
building] stands as a symbol and a
sign of what missions means in our
Church today in North America.”
The Orthodox Christian Mission
Center (OCMC) is the official missions agency of the Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops
in the Americas (SCOBA) dedicated
to fulfilling Christ’s last command to
make disciples of all nations.
(All Photos Curtisy of Dimitrios Panagos)
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Metropolitan Nicholas
Visits St. Nectarios
Parish in Lakeland,
Florida

His Eminence presents a Hramota to Mr. John
Farkas in recognition of his many years of faithful
and devoted service to the Diocese.

LAKELAND, FL--St. Nectarios Mission parish in Lakeland, Florida welcomed Metropolitan Nicholas for his
first Hierarchical visit on Saturday,
May 23, 2009. Upon his arrival there
His Eminence and Fr. Nicholas
Wyborski, pastor of the Mission, celebrated the Baptism, Chrismation
and Eucharist of Alexander Cohen
Carter Brown, son of Subdeacon
Joseph and Cynthia Brown, and enjoyed a small reception and dinner afterwards.
Returning to the church on Sunday
morning, Metropolitan Nicholas was
given the traditional greeting of bread
and salt by Sam Gjurich, co-chairman
of the parish council after which Fr.
Nicholas presented the Metropolitan
with the hand cross as a prelude to
serving the Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy attended by approximately 50
parishioners and guests. After the
Liturgy everyone enjoyed a wonderful meal at the Sea Flame Restaurant
in Winter Haven, Florida during
which the children of the parish presented roses to His Eminence. The
Metropolitan also had an opportunity
to have a brief personal encounter
with many of those present before
heading out to the airport to return
to Johnstown after a whirlwind week
Pictured above are the hierarchs who participated in the dedication of the new OCMC Administration Building: from left to right Bishop Dimitrios, Bishop Anof visiting the Florida parishes.
toun, Metropolitan Alexios, Metropolitan Jonah, Archbishop Demetrios, Archbishop Anastasios, Metropolitan Nicholas, Archbishop Antony and Bishop Nikon.

