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ARCHPASTORAL LETTER ON THE NATIVITY IN THE FLESH
LORD, GOD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST

Prot. N. 192
Very Reverend Protopresbyters, Very Reverend and
Reverend Fathers, and dearly beloved faithful of our
God-saved Diocese:

of the Birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
The entire eleventh chapter of the Old Testament
Book of Isaiah is a prophecy concerning the advent
of the promised Messiah, and it is certainly worth
noting the manner in which He would enter into
the world. So often in the hymnography of our
CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!
Holy Faith, not only at this festive season but
throughout the liturgical year, we hear words like
“The wolf shall feed with the lamb, the leopard shall these: “… and having been made flesh, He Who
lie down with the young goat, and the calf, the bull, by nature is God, FOR OUR SAKES BECAME
and the lion shall feed together; and a little child
ALSO BY NATURE MAN…” (Dogmaticon of
shall lead them.”
Tone 6) and “O most pure Virgin, Christ the
Maker and Deliverer and Lord proceeded from
Isaiah 11:6
your womb, AND CLOTHING HIMSELF IN
ME, set man free from the original curse of
nce again I have the great privilege and honor Adam…” (Theotokion of the Aposticha – Tone 6).
of greeting you with this traditional salutation What an honor it is for us that the Divine Nature
of our people as we celebrate this mystical festivity came down to earth to lift us up to heaven! Our na-

O

Number 12

OF OUR

ture, human nature, is elevated because God took
it upon Himself.
But what is even more glorious and mysterious,
more loving and intimate, is the manner in which
He assumed human flesh. He might have come as
a mighty king, a warrior king, perhaps, seated upon
a majestic imperial throne. But if we turn to the
pages of history, especially events of that time period, we would find that the concept of kingship
was not really an appealing or popular image. Kings
of that era were usually to be feared. Often they obtained their thrones through hideous, corrupt, and
violent means. Nations and peoples were often subjected to foreign kings who had conquered them,
much as the Romans did to the people of Israel.
And the people could only associate poverty, slavery, loss of national identity, religious persecution,
-cont’d on page 3
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A Cross on a Calf? Holy Cow!

O

n a dairy farm in the rural community of Sterling, Connecticut
in mid-December, an adorable brown
calf—half Jersey and half Holstein—
was born. Now that, in itself, is certainly not unusual or newsworthy.
What makes this calf very unique,
however, is that on its head, there is a
distinctive white marking in the shape
of a cross! Ric Grumer, who heads the
University of Wisconsin-Madison’s
Department of Dairy Science, commented that white markings on the
forehead of a calf are rather common.
What is not common however is the
clearly-defined marking that is so significant to all Christians. This, Mr.
Grummer claims, is a “one in a million” occurrence. Brad Davis, the
owner of the farm where “Moses” (the
name given to the calf by neighborhood children) was born, had this to
say about this intriguing phenomenon: “I know this is a message from
above. I just don’t know yet what that
message might be.”
Indeed, what might that message be?
Events and stories like this are becoming more frequent and pro-

nounced. People claim to see the
image of Christ and His Blessed
Mother in the clouds in the sky, on
the walls of buildings and yes, even on
a grilled cheese sandwich that a
Florida woman preserved for 10 years
and sold eventually on Ebay for
$28,000.00! While all of these “sightings” tend to be based on a vivid
imagination, they do, perhaps, give us
a good insight into a possible answer
to the “message musings” of Mr.
Davis, and it is an answer that takes
on added significance at this sacred
time of year. Christmas is the “season
of seeking.” For centuries, “the people who sat in darkness” were looking
for the “great Light” Who would release them from the bonds of sin and
bring them the wonderful, divine gift
of salvation. On that first Christmas
evening, the shepherds left their flocks
in the dead of night and headed to
Bethlehem to find the Babe Whom
the angels proclaimed to be the “Savior, Who is Christ the Lord.” Likewise, the Wise Men journeyed from
afar, following a Star for months as
they, too, sought the new-born King.
-cont’d on page 6
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The Nativity of Our Lord:
A Eureka Moment

W

posed to be going – to Bethlehem.
One of the purposes of these forty
I remember years ago when I was a Advent days is to remind us of the puboy living in nearby Windber, there rity, the innocence, and the gentleness
was one big department store in of the Divine Infant of Bethlehem
town. That store had three floors just who came to save.
packed full of merchandise. I remem- On Wednesday I was visiting the
ber going with my mother and father homebound, and I took communion
shopping in that store and buying just to our parishioner, Dolores Mirabout anything we needed. You didn’t ilovich, who was in Crichton Rehab
have to go to any specialty store. You after a fall. I remarked that the month
didn’t have to drive to Johnstown ei- is going quickly, and Christmas will
ther. The name of that big Windber soon be coming. Here is what Dolores
department store? It was called ‘Eu- said to me: “The baby Jesus was born
reka Store’. I remember every time I to save us, Father. I pray about that
went into that store, it was a eureka every day”. That’s the advent message
moment. You could emerge from that – simple, uncomplicated – expressed
store in triumph knowing that you in a handful of words. That message
discovered exactly what you were does not need to be explained by a
theological treatise. It needs no interlooking for.
Two thousand years ago, a couple of pretation. It speaks for itself.
hen was the last time you had
a ‘eureka’ moment?

shepherds had a eureka moment. It
came out of nowhere. They were not
prepped for it. There was little advance warning. They were minding
their own business and tending their
sheep. On a cold night in a busy city
called Bethlehem, time actually
stopped and started all over again. Eureka! Those shepherds found a divine
baby who would forever change the
world. It was about two years later
that three kings on a quest traveling
from far countries found the same
baby. They too had a eureka moment!
They were so thrilled at their discovery that they left expensive gifts for
the holy family.

The saint for today is Andrew, 1st
called. He followed Jesus along with
John the Baptist when John gave his
testimony: ‘this is the Lamb of God’.
Advent is taking us to the Lamb of
God.

Now here is something that is very
important about the Lamb of God.
We cannot be saved by Him unless we
become like Him. Do not ever forget
this. When we become like him, he
actually speaks through us. There really is no other way. Listen to what St.
John Chrysostom said sixteen hundred years ago: “Let us allow Christ to
speak through us. He desires it more
than we do. For He made us an inToday it’s two thousand years later, strument, and He wouldn’t want it to
and millions upon millions of Chris- be useless and idle. He always wants
tians have made the same discovery. to keep it in His hands. Why, then,
Wise Christians today use every pos- don’t you make it useful for the
sible opportunity to help turn them- Maker’s hand?......... for if Christ sees
selves toward the miracle of your soul tuned this way, he will make
Bethlehem. I saw a priest on the street his music through it. When this hapthe other day. He was wearing a pens, you will see angels leaping for
christmas button. All it said was this: joy – archangels and the cherubim
too. So let us become worthy of His
“God’s gift – Merry Christmas!”.
Advent is one of those expanded mo- spotless hands. Let us invite him to
ments in time that help take us back strike our hearts.”
through the years to Bethlehem. Our You know, it’s those kinds of words
children will present a skit after that drive the devil crazy. Those words
liturgy this morning – “a Charlie also make unbelievers real uncomBrown Christmas”. That play will fortable! But those words also provide
point us in the direction we’re sup- priceless advice for us. They are a call
-cont’d on page 6
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and the like with the concept of royalty. Even their own kings often strayed
from the faith and became tyrants over their own brethren, often murdering
family members who stood in their path to the throne. We only need to recall
the wicked KING HEROD, who is associated with the narrative of the Nativity. He was willing to slaughter thousands of innocent children in order to
rid himself of a perceived threat to his throne. A God who came as a king
would almost certainly be rejected out of great fear.
But God in His infinite wisdom and mercy, chose to come as a Little Child,
a Baby, born anonymously in the humblest and poorest of settings, a cave in
Bethlehem. As always, our God not only teaches us by His word, but even
more by His example. For numerous are the attributes of a baby that instruct
us about our God and about how to be like Him. Everyone, almost everyone,
except the hardest of human beings, loves a baby, thrills at the mention of the
birth of a loved one, whether among family or friends, or sometimes even
strangers about whom we read in newspapers or hear about on newscasts who
were born in almost miraculous, or at least unusual, deliveries. As priests, we
are so often witnesses to the births of many children, over whom we say the
prayers of thanksgiving on the day of birth for the mother and for the child
that she has borne. We experience great joy and glory in the fact that another
human being has come into the world, and that we, the race of man, have cooperated with God in the act of creation.
Physical responses of awe at the beauty of that tiny one evoke admiration and
a sort of reverence from the very beginning. AND SO IT IS WITH THE
SON OF GOD! The angels, shepherds, magi, and we ourselves approach this
precious Babe with the awe and adoration that is due to God! We are drawn
to the lovely Divine Infant!
And because we are drawn to and captivated by an infant, we wish to protect
it, care for it, tend to its needs, give it every good thing that we possibly can.
AND SO IT IS WITH THE CHRIST CHILD! As Joseph guarded Him and
took Him safely into Egypt, so should we jealously guard our God before the
blasphemers of this world who would belittle and mock Him and try to turn
us from Him. We must care for Him and His Church with all that we have,
giving gifts which demonstrate our love for Him.
Further, babies are innocent and pure and trusting. They raise their little hands
to the adults to whom they are entrusted. They want to be held and loved, and
that is so easy to do. THUS, THE SON OF GOD DESIRES THE SAME
FROM US! He desires that we receive Him into our hearts, to love Him, to
minister to Him, to trust Him in all of our needs. As disciples of the Lord, we
need to listen to His instruction: “Assuredly, I say to You, unless you are converted and BECOME AS LITTLE CHILDREN, you will by no means enter
the kingdom of Heaven.” (Matthew 18: 3) We need to claim as our own the
spiritual attributes of little children: humility, dependence, lowliness, and simplicity. The Son of God did it first to show us the way.
A newborn child is also an offer of hope to the world; this baby may some day
the one who will discover the cure for any number of life-threatening diseases
or bring about world peace or stop world hunger. CHRIST OFFERS MORE!
HE IS THE HOPE OF THE NATIONS, THE ONE WHO BRINGS
SALAVTION AND THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM!
But we ought not be overly absorbed in or deceived by the emotion and nostalgia that accompany the birth of Jesus. In spite of the manner in which He
is depicted in western art on Christmas cards, Bible illustrations, and advertisements with chubby facial features, golden locks of hair, twinkling blue eyes,
and rosy cheeks as a child like any other, we must remember that He is not
only like any other; He is also quite different. HE IS THE ONLY–BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD IN THE FLESH! This is testified to by the traditional
Byzantine icons of the Feast. In them, we see the Christ Child, tiny as a baby,
but with His face quite adult in nature to remind us WHO HE IS in realty
and why we bow down in worship before Him. He is “the little child that shall
lead them…” as Isaiah foretold.
He draws us to Himself in innocence and purity and love as a child, but we
worship, obey, and serve Him as the Almighty God! Although he is subordinate to his Mother, the Ever-Virgin Mary and His foster father Joseph, dependent upon them, and obedient to them, we are now subordinate to Him,
dependent upon Him, and must be obedient to Him in every way.
May we find comfort, serenity, and joy in the way that the Lord came among
us, and may we follow Him and His example throughout all of our days.
Beseeching peace, great joy, good health, and salvation for you and yours and
imparting my archpastoral blessing upon each of you on this awesome and radiant Feast, I remain
Most sincerely yours in the Infant Christ,

Christ the
Saviour
Cathedral
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, GOD AND SAVIOUR
JESUS CHRIST
THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD, GOD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST
2009 Schedule of Services
January 5
January 6

6:00 PM - Royal Hours of the Nativity
Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord
7:30 AM - Vespers and Liturgy of St. Basil
Strict Fast Day

CHRISTMAS EVE IN THE CATHEDRAL
10:30 PM

Nativity Compline

11:30 PM

Ringing of the Chimes of Christmas Eve

11:45 PM

Medley of Christmas Carols by the Cathedral
Choir

January 7

Nativity of Our Lord, God and Saviour
Jesus Christ
12 Midnight - Nativity Divine Liturgy of St.
John Chrysostom
Celebrant: Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank P.
Miloro
9:00 AM - Nativity Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom
Celebrant: Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro assisted by Protodeacon Gregory Benc

January 8

Feast of the Synaxis of the Mother of God
9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy

January 9

Feast of the Great Martyr Stephen
9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy

January 13

6:00 PM - Great Vespers of the Feast of St.
Basil

January 14

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy on the Feast of St.
Basil

January 17

6:00 PM - Royal Hours of Theophany (Metropolitan’s Chapel)

January 18

Vigil of Theophany
7:30 AM - Vespers and Liturgy of St. Basil
(Metropolitan’s Chapel)
7:00 PM - Compline of Theophany in the
Cathedral and Blessing of the
Water

January 19

Theophany of Our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ
9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy
Blessing of Cathedral and Faithful with the
newly-Sanctified water

January 20

Feast of the Synaxis of St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy

+Metropolitan Nicholas
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only several lifetimes earlier from the Apostles themselves.
Writing at the end of the second century A.D., Irenaeus of Lyons tells us in his
work, Against Heresies:
The true gnosis (knowledge) is the doctrine of the Apostles,
and the ancient organization of the Church throughout the
whole world, and the manifestation of the Body of Christ according the successions of Bishops, by which successions the
bishops have handed down the Church which is found everywhere; and the very complete tradition of the Scriptures.

God Is With Us!
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only Begotten of the Father, full
of grace and truth (St. John 1:14).

A

s we celebrate the season of Christmas, culminating in the Baptism of our
Lord, we must examine what exactly it is that we are celebrating. As
strange as it may seem today, the Church did not celebrate either the Nativity of Christ or His Baptism for the first three centuries of Her existence. The
dates of December 25th for the Nativity of the Lord and January 6th for His
Baptism were arbitrarily chosen by the Church to supplant pagan celebrations
on those days, not because they had any historical significance as being the
actual dates of those events.
The greatest impetus for the Church to celebrate the Feast of the Lord’s Birth
and His Baptism undoubtedly stemmed from the
early 4th century heresy called Arianism.
Arius, the Arch-heretic as he has come to be
known to generations of theologians, was from
the city of Alexandria, Egypt. This city was a cultural cross road between east and west in the
Roman Empire; it was the New York City of its
day, with many diverse cultures and peoples coming together.
The career of Arius was seemingly marked out beforehand in a revelation to St. Peter of Alexandria,
the last Patriarch (the Patriarchs of Alexandria are
called “Pope”) to suffer martyrdom before the
Emperor, St. Constantine, legalized the practice
of the Christian Faith.
As a deacon in the Alexandrian Church, Arius
was involved with a schismatic bishop and was
excommunicated by the Patriarch. After some
time he feigned repentance in an effort to be readmitted to the Church again by St. Peter of
Alexandria.
By this time, St. Peter was in prison for his faith.
He had a vision of Christ Who spoke to him and
warned him not to re-admit Arius to Communion in the Church. When he inquired of the Lord as
to why, the Saviour told him: “It is Arius who will tear my seamless garment.”
After St. Peter’s martyrdom, his successor to the throne of Alexandia did readmit Arius to the Church and he was ordained a priest.
In the year 319, in opposition to Patriarch Alexander of Alexandria, Arius
began teaching that Jesus was not God but only the first creation of God and,
therefore, as a creature, was not worthy of worship. He argued that there was
a time when God was not a Father and that the Son did not exist. Using passages from the Old and New Testaments, taken out of context, he gained many
followers, much to the consternation of the rest of the Church. A tall thin
middle aged ascetic man who was very sincere in his beliefs, Arius presented
his teaching with clever songs and in worship that was entertaining to people.
The Arians, as His followers came to be called, continued to use the traditional Trinitarian formulas of the Church but reinterpreted them in a radical
new way.
Until this time the Church did not have a formal statement of faith about
Who exactly Jesus was; although there had been heretical groups on the fringes
of the Church such as the Gnostics, they had little effect on the mainstream
life of the Church. The Church did not feel a need for such a general statement
of faith beyond local church creeds, which were used in Baptism. The local
churches embodied the Apostolic Faith, not in written documents, but in the
living voices of the bishops of the Church who taught that which was received

Arianism swept through the Eastern provinces of the Roman Empire and
threatened the stability of the Church, which had just been granted freedom
to worship and evangelize and the patronage of the Emperor Constantine himself. In reaction to the crisis, Constantine summoned the bishops of the Empire and beyond its borders to a Council convened in 325 A.D. in the city of
Niceae – today in northwest Turkey.
It was to the “living voices” of the bishops of the Church that Constantine
appealed to bear a collective witness to the memory of Who the Apostles
taught that Jesus was. Many of them came bearing scars from the persecutions
that still racked the Church at the beginning of the century. But come they did
- three hundred and eighteen of them from all over most of the Roman Empire and beyond.
The Council, which was opened by the Emperor who restated his desire for
peace in the Church, left no detailed minutes that have survived. However, the
accounts of several eyewitnesses have come down to us. The Nicene Fathers did
state once and for all time the Apostolic memory of Jesus’ relationship to God
the Father. Using a traditional Baptismal Creed from Palestine, they clearly
set forth that Jesus, the Incarnate Word of God, was
“homoousios,” that is, of the same substance as God
the Father. (Our Diocesan translation uses the
word “consubstantial,” which comes into English
via the Latin translation of homoousios.) Very simply put, the Fathers stated that Jesus and God the
Father share the same divine essence and are both
God, but they are two distinct Persons. Since the
Son is God as well as the Father, there was never
a time when the Son did not exist or that God
was not a Father. We still affirm every Sunday in
the Creed of Niceae that Jesus is “consubstantial”
or “of one essence” with the Father and is, therefore, God Himself.
Acting on the decree of the Council, the Emperor
Constantine ordered all of Arius’ works to be
burnt and Arius himself was sent into exile, along
with two bishops present at the Council who supported his views and would not be convinced otherwise.
The First Ecumenical Council did not put an end
to the Arian question. Arius had many supporters
in the household of Constantine who some years
later were able to persuade him that the punishment meted out to Arius was too harsh. Arius, by
now an elderly man, was summoned to Constantinople where he presented a “confession of faith” that was deemed to be Orthodox enough and the Emperor ordered him readmitted to the Church.
The Patriarch of Constantinople and his staff, believing that Arius’ confession
was intended for political ends and was not sincere, were upset with this pronouncement, though they did not wish to offend the Emperor.
However, Providence interceded. On the Saturday before the Sunday that
Arius was to be readmitted to Communion with the Church, he was lead by
the call of nature to a public restroom. As he was sitting, answering the call,
he died.
The fact that he died suddenly and unexpectedly and in such a compromising situation was taken by the Emperor Constantine and by many other people in the Church to be proof that Arius was acting in bad faith and the Saviour
Himself had intervened to prevent his reception back into the Church. The
Church historian Sozomen has an interesting comment on this. He writes:
It became manifest that the Arian madness could not be fellowshipped by the Saviour both here and in the Church of the
Firstborn. … It is said that for a long period of time subsequently no one would make use of the seat on which he (i.e.
Arius) died. Those who were compelled by the necessities of
-cont’d on page 5
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nature…when they entered the place spoke to one another to
avoid the seat, and the place was shunned afterwards because
Arius had there received the punishment of his impiety. At a
later time a certain rich and powerful man, who had embraced
the teachings of Arius, bought the public place and built a
house on the spot, in order that the occurrence might fall into
oblivion and that there might be no perpetual memorial of the
death of Arius.
The death of Arius in such a manner did not, as Sozomen suggests, bring an
end to Arianism. In fact, the Arians grew stronger politically and were even
able to win over the Roman Emperor Constantius, the son of Constantine, to
their position against the Orthodox. During his reign, most Orthodox bishops were exiled and replaced with Arian ones. It took most of the rest of the
century for the Orthodox to come again to the forefront as far as the government went.
However, what did happen was that among the faithful at large, especially
among the newly founded monastic communities in Egypt and Palestine,
through the work of churchmen like St. Athanasios the Great, the Orthodox
Faith remained constant. The beliefs of Arianism were more and more confined to the intellectual and political elite. Although Arian churches would
continue to exist for several centuries afterward, Arianism was reduced to sterility by the continuing defense of the Orthodox Faith.
The Arian vision of Christ is simply that of a super angel Who ultimately, as a
created being Himself, has no power to save nor to mediate between God and
man. He is an uninteresting and boring theological exercise, not the Saviour
of the world.
St. Jerome, writing in the waning years of the Arian heresy, stated:
The whole world groaned when, to its astonishment, it discovered that it was Arian… The little ship of the Apostles was
in peril, driven by the winds and with her sides buffeted by
the waves. There was now no hope. But the Lord awoke, He
commanded the storm, the beast died, and there was calm
once again.
The Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council did not call their council “Ecumenical” save only in the sense that it included participants from the Roman
oikoumene (the Roman sphere of influence).
Indeed, it was only through subsequent revelation of the Holy Spirit as expressed in the history of the Church that the statement of the Fathers of Nicaea
about the relationship of God the Father and God the Son was valid for the
whole of the Church and for all time. The Church has recognized, in the hundreds of local and general councils called throughout the centuries, only six
others as having “Ecumenical” status - that is, they manifested for the whole
Church the witness of the Holy Spirit and have been accepted as such by the
whole of the Church.
Undoubtedly, as they watched the continuing growth of Arianism in the wake
of their council, the Fathers of Nicaea felt disheartened - but they maintained
their faith with the hope that their seemingly still, small voice would yet be
heard. But, to quote St. Jerome again, “The Lord awoke.” The Holy Spirit revealed their truth and it is still proclaimed each Sunday in the Creed.
Today, except for the sect of the Jehovah Witnesses, which revived its fundamental belief in the 19th century, Arianism is forgotten. But we must contend
with a new set of challenges to the living memory of the Lord that we have received in the Apostolic and Orthodox Tradition of the Church. The new “Arianism,” as it has been called, seeks to again distort the memory of the Lord
and His teaching into something strictly humanistic that we are free to accept
or reject in whole or in part. Like the Fathers of Nicaea, we are called upon to
proclaim to a world that may not always wish to hear it, the Truth of the Faith
about Christ.
It was for this very reason that the Church began to celebrate the Nativity of
the Lord and His Baptism: to bear witness to the world that
the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his
glory, the glory as of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of grace
and truth.
We are called upon, as best we can, to live that faith, to proclaim, in the words
of the prophet Isaiah that mark the vigils of both the Nativity and Theophany,
that “God is with us” (“S’nami Boh”) in the very Person of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Official
Notice
FATHER MICHAEL ELLIS, at his own request, relieved of his responsibilities as Director of Camp Nazareth, Mercer, Pennsylvania, and released to the omophor of Metropolitan Maximos of the Greek
Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh, effective October 25
FATHER STEPHEN LOPOSKY, relieved of his responsibilities as Administrator of St. Mary Church, Corning, New York, and appointed Director of Camp Nazareth, Mercer, Pennsylvania, effective October 26
FATHER DANIEL MAHLER, relieved of his responsibilities to St. Mary
Church in Yonkers, New York, and appointed Pastor of St. Mary
Church in Corning, New York, effective November 8
FATHER JOHN CMUR, retired and attached to St. John Church in Perth
Amboy, New Jersey, assigned as Pastor of St. Mary Church, Yonkers,
New York, effective November 8
PROTOPRESBYTER DAVID SMOLEY, retired, appointed Interim Pastor
of Christ the Savior Church, North Royalton, Ohio, effective October 1
PROTOPRESBYTER GEORGE HUTNYAN, Pastor of St. Michael Church,
Youngstown, Ohio, granted retirement status, effective January 1,
2010
FATHER ANDREW GROMM, newly-ordained on October 14, appointed
Administrator of St. Michael Church, Youngstown, Ohio, effective
January 1, 2010
FATHER NICHOLAS FERENCZ, awarded the gold cross with the title of
Very Reverend on December 20
MARK W. GIBBS, FRANK CALABRESE and THEOPHAN MATTHEWS, tonsured as Readers on December 19
READERS RYAN FERKO, ROGER CLARKE, JAMES JANIEC and David Mastroberte, ordained to the Sub-diaconate on December 19

Festal Greetings on this Feast of Our
Lord’s Nativity
The Staff of The Church Messenger extends cordial greetings to His All-Holiness, Bartholomew,
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople;
to His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios,
Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of America & Exarch of the Ecumenical Throne;
to His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas of Amissos;
& to the Priests, Deacons, Seminarians, Monastics, Cantors & Choir Directors;
& to all the Faithful of the Diocesan Family
& to all of our Readers:

Christ is Born!
Glorify Him!
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St. John the Baptist Church
Celebrates Its 90th Anniversary

December 20, 2009
-Editorial,
cont’d
from pageworld
2
We live in
a secular
that seems

to becoming godless. Still, these
strange, bizarre stories where people
are “seeing” religious signs, symbols
and figures in mundane objects tell
us that somehow, many of us still are
seeking after the Lord. Perhaps this
shows that, even if it is not “politically correct” to think so, we do
know in our hearts that we need the
Lord’s help and guidance. If a cross
on the forehead of a calf can bring
some semblance of faith and comfort to an unbelieving and troubled
society as we celebrate our Lord’s
Nativity, this certainly is a good
thing, and should not be ridiculed!
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco

-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

EAST PITTSBURGH, PA--On November 1st, the St.
John the Baptist Orthodox Church of East Pittsburgh celebrated its 90th Anniversary on a beautiful, bright autumn
day.
In 1919, a group of families from Carpatho-Russia pooled
together their resources and by dint of piety and hard
work, they constructed the church of St. John’s, that
stands near the once thriving Westinghouse manufacturing center. While the industry and the business has
changed around St. John’s, the church stands today as a
witness to an unchanging faith, and a strong Orthodox
fellowship that has persisted throughout the generations.
The Celebration began with the Divine Liturgy, and leading the St. John faithful were the Main Celebrant, the Very
Rev. Robert Prepelka, Dean of the Pittsburgh Deanery,
Protopresbyter John Gido, Protopresbyter Paul Herbert,
Deacon Artemius Stienstra, and the Very Rev. Jonathan
Tobias, Pastor of St. John’s. Sub-Deacon (and Cantor)
Gary Grysiak and Sub-Deacons Matthew Stagon and
Nicholas Mihaly, Reader Douglas Laney, and Acolytes
Kris Carlisle, Brandon Novak, Luke Grysiak, Chris
Novak, Vince Sofelkanik, and Garrett Skidmore.
The St. John’s Choir led the responses in strong and mellifluous voice. Several new arrangements had been rehearsed just for the occasion, and the Choir, under the
direction of Justin Rosco, provided the depth of musical
beauty to the Liturgy.
The children of the St. John’s Church School preceded the
clergy and Altar servers in the Procession, each carrying
an icon. This action reminded the faithful of their own
training in the faith that took place at St. John’s. It also
stood for the fact that the training of children in Orthodoxy is a great mission of the Church.
Also, seen for the first time in this procession were the new
Ripidia (Liturgical Fans) and Processional Cross. These
brilliant objects had been donated by Marilyn and Alexandra Maskaly, in memory of +John Maskaly, a longtime officer of St. John’s and advisor of the Jr. ACRY.
In his homily, Fr. Prepelka spoke on how fitting it was that
the Gospel text for the day was the Parable of the Sower.
This Parable was a poignant reminder of the life and work
of the St. John’s Church in the community of East Pittsburgh. Just the very sight of the Church building in this
valley of Turtle Creek, along with the Westinghouse plant

and the busy road is a sign of the Sower coming into the
midst of mankind, and broadcasting the seed of the
Gospel. It is up to the individual Christian to prepare his
or her heart, so that it can receive this seed and become
fruitful and multiply the glory of faith. Preparing the heart
can be done only in the life of the Church – and that life
has gone on for ninety years at St. John’s, and will continue for much longer.
After the Liturgy, the Celebration continued at the
Stratigo’s Banquet Centre in North Huntington. During
the meal, a vignette of several 8 mm color films was
shown. Filmed by the late George Stagon (father of his
namesake and present Financial Secretary, and grandfather of Sub-deacon Matthew Stagon), the old color reels
depicted scenes from the consecration of Christ the Saviour Cathedral, a Christmas party presided over by the late
Very Rev. John Hutnyan, and several parish picnics enjoyed in the 1950s by the St. John’s faithful at Renziehausen Park in McKeesport.
Robert Perevuznik, Jr., President of the St. John’s parish,
warmly welcomed everyone to the sumptuous dinner. He
acknowledged the efforts of the 90th Anniversary Planning Committee, which included DeBorah Hutnyan
(Chairwoman), Carol Sisak, Elizabeth Kudravy, Cindy
Sterchak, Cathy Skidmore, and Pani Marsha Tobias.
Protopresbyter Frank Miloro, Chancellor of the Diocese,
then spoke on behalf of His Eminence, Metropolitan
Nicholas. He applauded the longtime faithfulness of the
St. John’s Church in the life and work of the American
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese. He spoke on the
Pastors of the Church who served since the 1950’s: the
Very Rev. John Hutnyan, the Very Rev. Joseph Lickwar,
Protopresbyter John Fedornock, Fr. Jeff Zias, and the present pastor, Fr. Jonathan Tobias. He also reminded the audience that the St. John’s Church has also offered back to
the Diocese some of her own sons: Protopresbyter Michael
Rosco, Fr. John Peter Hutnyan, and now, just having graduated from Christ the Saviour Seminary, Sub-Deacon
Matthew Stagon.
Fr. Miloro encouraged the faithful of St. John’s to celebrate the achievement of this anniversary in faith, and to
continue working for the faith in hope, for the future, and
future anniversaries.

to battle – to spiritual warfare – just
like St. Paul’s words to us were last
Sunday. Today, St. Paul tells us how
to dress for this battle. If you were
listening well, you heard it in the
epistle lesson this morning. Here’s
his advice: “put on the whole armor
of God. Gird your waist with truth.
Put on the breastplate of righteousness, having shod your feet with the
gospel. Take the helmet of salvation
and the sword of the spirit”. Now
that is a Christian in full battle gear!
All who stand for good must wage a
constant battle with the forces of
evil. Even though we are baptized
and we attempt to live a good life,
demons will try to trip us up. Remember that demons still have
power in the world, and they always
will to some extent. They will have
power to some degree until Christ
comes again in glory. Then the devil
will be no more. But right now, the
devil is relentless.
But we have Advent! Eureka!
You will remember a few weeks ago
I told you about an atheist sign campaign in the subways of New York
city. The American Humanist Association is at it again, and this time
has gone further. Ride on the transit
system of Washington, DC this Advent. See what atheists are doing in
the nation’s capital. On the back of
buses, this is what you’ll read: “No
God, no problem. Just be good for
goodness sake”. This is a slap at
Christianity. It is a blatant outright
attempt to mock God at Christmas
time. Atheists don’t get it.
Shepherds and magi of 2,000 years
ago got it. Dolores Mirilovich gets
it. The priest wearing his Christmas
button gets it. St. John Chrysostom,
St. Paul and St. Andrew got it. Even
Charlie Brown got it.
The question is this: “Do we get it?”
I hope so. Think about it.
Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro
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Life after College
by Harrison Russin, Swarthmore ‘09

T

he incessant question - what are you doing after you graduate? - and my
answers of ignorance made my encroaching commencement difficult to
handle. My entire life had been directed toward this one moment - graduation
from college. But most people didn’t tell me that the freedom of holding the
diploma can be paralyzing. As one of my music professors said in college, the
moment you put a mark on the blank page, you’re limiting your possibilities.
Like many people who graduate from college, I had been told from a young
age that I could do “anything.” Of course, my dreams gradually changed...cowboy, astronaut, surgeon, concert pianist, teacher...then what? After browsing
CraigsList Texas for job offerings for cowboys I decided, in my juvenile wisdom, that the best way to handle this situation was to ignore it.
I was so busy in college that I had little time to actually think about what I was
going to do the following fall. I spoke with my priest about it, and he told me
about a program at his place of employment: Covenant House Faith Community, a year-of-service program (or 3 or 6 months) in which a volunteer
works full-time at Covenant House, a Catholic charity that provides shelter
and services for homeless and at-risk youth, while being fed and housed with
other volunteers. I printed out an application...and put it in my drawer for six
months. In the meanwhile, I applied for other jobs, fellowships, scholarships,
and programs. I sent out applications, resumes, and cover letters to ten workplaces and received one interview. I became very depressed after a friend of
mine told me that, during her senior year of college, she sent out over 100 apSeminarians Joseph Gingrich, Gregory Robel and David Mastroberte in front of a statue of Patriarch
plications and received five interviews and two offers.
Athenagoras.

Following graduation, I moved back home and relived my life as a twelveyear-old: reading comic books, watching movies, and playing video games. Ignorance still seemed the best strategy for dealing with persistent questions. I
finally remembered that application for Covenant House I had printed out in
November, and decided I could try for this. I didn’t really know much about
the program, but after attending a three-day “orientation” (i.e., introduction)
to Faith Community I knew I had to apply.
I am currently living outside Atlantic City, serving forty-plus hours per week
at the Covenant House Atlantic City Crisis Shelter. I live in a house with four
other volunteers from all over the country and from all different backgrounds.
The transition from college life to working life (or at least the working life of
a volunteer) was not difficult. I have a job that I love, I work with kids who
are amazing, and my fellow staff inspires me daily. When I go to work, I feel
I am stepping inside for a brief look at the kingdom of heaven. The youth illustrate deeply the life of a Christian - pilgrims without a home, on a journey
to meet God. We have nothing on this earth that is our own. Everything comes
from God, everything we have is a product of God’s love. And, being called to
that love, we are expected to respond with love and care and devotion. We
must be wise in the way we use our resources. It is this wisdom God expects
of us that we endeavor to teach to our youth at Covenant House. Maybe I am
wrong, but I do not expect a 19-year-old homeless boy to be conscientious of
his gifts and resources and talents. Our job as staff is to teach this consciousness, this wisdom and respect. Yes, the youth will lie to us, and deceive us, and
steal from each other, but we do the same to God. We are not worthy of any
of the gifts he has freely given us, but He gives regardless. And just as a baptized newborn has nothing to give God other than a lock of her hair, the youth
at Covenant House have nothing to give us. Yet God has never given us a stone
when asked for bread; the same goes for Covenant House and the youth who
stay there.
I had the option of pursuing graduate studies. I am glad I did not. That is not
a universal statement, but I am so blessed to work in a community in which
love is the founding principle. A big phrase I heard in college was the “real
world.” Well, college is just as real as the working world. But I think we all have
to find that environment where we can see the icon of the Kingdom, where we
can pray and, when we fall, we can expect those around us to lift us up. For
some people, that path lies in further education. For me, and for the other
employees of Covenant House, we have found where that icon is, at least for
now. I went to a small liberal arts college that prided itself on having a “diverse”
community. I find my community at Covenant House infinitely more diverse,
especially because the diversity is focused around a unity of action. Although
Covenant House is a Roman Catholic charity, the staff is made of Christians
of all denominations, Muslims, Jews, secular humanists, and agnostics. So I
thank God that He had prepared me through my undergraduate education to
perceive and accept all the riches He provides for His children. I wish I had the
wisdom to see that providence in college, but I know now that this icon is
everywhere, ready to be taken. It may seem like a quixotic fantasy but so far it
is the most real life I have found.

BROOKLINE, MA--On the weekend of November 6th through 8th, three
students from Christ the Saviour Seminary—Subdeacon Joseph Gingrich,
Subdeacon Gregory Robel and Reader David Mastroberte—represented our
seminary at the Fall meeting of the Orthodox Inter-Seminary Movement
(OISM) held at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in Brookline, MA. In addition to our seminarians, this meeting brought together representatives from the host school, Holy Cross; Saint Vladimir’s Orthodox
Theological Seminary in Crestwood, NY; Saint Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological Seminary in South Canaan, PA; Holy Trinity Orthodox Seminary in Jordanville, NY; and Saint Herman’s Orthodox Seminary in Kodiak, AK.
The seminarians joined in several Divine Services, formal and informal meetings, a presentation by Archimandrite Joachim Cotsonis on Saint Nicholas, an
OCF Coffee House night, and a sight-seeing trip to downtown Boston. As
OISM Vice President, Subdeacon Joseph took part in the executive board
meeting along with Subdeacon Gregory. Our seminarians thoroughly enjoyed
the opportunity to renew old friendships and create new ones among their
fellow Orthodox seminarians.
Christ the Saviour Seminary has a long history with OISM, hosting several
gatherings of the organization throughout the 1960’s and 1970’s. After a period of dormancy, OISM has resumed regular meetings, and Christ the Saviour Seminary is again actively involved.
The next meeting of OISM will be at St. Tikhon’s Seminary in February, 2010.

St. George’s Prostopinije Ensemble has released its first CD
featuring the plain chant
music of the Divine Liturgy of
St.
John
Chrysostom.
Copoies are availabe for a donation of $15, plus $3 shipping and handling. Checks
should be made payable to “St.
George’s Orthodox Church
and sent to:
St. George’s Orthodox Church
745 South Keyser Ave.
Taylor, Pennsylvania 18517
All proceeds from the sale of our CD’s are used for the support of St.
George’s Church, Apostolates of the American Carpatho-Russian
Orthodox Diocese as well as other Orthodox ministries throughout
the world. Thank you for your support.
Visit us on our website at: stgeorgestaylor.com
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FOCUS North America’s YES
Students partner with Phoenix
Dream Center
KANSAS CITY, MO--The YES (Youth Equipped to Serve) Program of
FOCUS North America has had a joyful and fruitful November.
A team of 35 youth spent November 13-15, 2009, in Phoenix, AZ serving
the homeless and working poor of Phoenix with devotion and synergy. The
group partnered with the Phoenix Dream Center, a wonderful ministry currently serving 700 residents who have committed to a Christian based life-recovery program.
After orientation on Friday, the group went downtown to share a meal with
the homeless in the area. They broke up into groups and were given just $3 a
person to eat dinner and an extra $3 to invite someone to join them. All the
groups were blessed by the people they met. It was the perfect beginning to a
weekend of communion with our most needy neighbors in Phoenix.
On Saturday, the youth participated in the Dream Center’s Adopt-a-Block
ministry and Church-on-the-Street.
Adopt-a-Block focuses its efforts of the impoverished areas of the city by reaching out to the poor in their homes and providing food, clothing and other necessities. Our group visited homes and made sure that each family received a
Thanksgiving turkey. They also had a wonderful afternoon of fun and fellowship with the children of the block by engaging them in sports and other activities.
After returning from their blocks, the group helped the Dream Center wrap
and sort thousands of Christmas gifts to be distributed to children in Phoenix.
They truly enjoyed the task put before them while laughing and singing
Christmas carols from start to finish. In every sense of the word, they were
hardworking elves in what you would imagine Santa’s workshop would look
like.
The group then spent the evening on a Church-on-the-Street outreach with
the Dream Center. They set up a barbecue in a neighborhood park. The homeless in the area were invited for a hearty meal, clothing and fellowship with our
team. Many of the team members gave testimonies and sang for the crowd.
“By the time we reached Saturday evening, it was evident that the group had
grown in their comfort levels and confidence in reaching out to the homeless,” said Katrina Bitar, YES Program Director. “I looked around at the youth
and saw relaxed, comfortable people full of joy -- not one without a smile.
One of students shared with me later that it just felt normal to talk with and
eat with the homeless that came to the park that night. And I thought to myself, now that’s what this is all about.”
To host or participate in a YES trip in 2010, please visit www.yesnorthamerica.org. We are working on our schedule for Spring and Fall 2010, so we would
love to hear from you today if you are interested in bringing YES to your community!
FOCUS North America and its programs are committed to serve those in
need, support Orthodox Christian social action ministries and supply parishes
and others with the education, resources and training to initiate social action
ministries in their own communities.

Choir Classic Recordings Available in CD Format
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Share the Light Sunday
January 17, 2010

At that time Jesus went on through cities and villages,
preaching and bringing the good news of the kingdom of
God. (St. Luke 8:1-3)
To the Most Reverend Clergy, Venerable Monastics, and
The Devout Faithful of the Holy Orthodox Churches in the
Americas
Dearly Beloved in the Lord,
We, the Hierarchs of SCOBA, greet you in the Name of our Lord
and Savior. Daily we offer prayers to God for you and your family.
Our dedicated priests offer untiring care for the flock of Christ which
has seen many changes and challenges this past year.
During His earthly ministry, our Lord traveled during His time on
earth from city to city and village to village bringing the Good News
of His Kingdom. As we travel throughout our pastoral folds, we experience much of the same as we share your love and as we share the
love of Christ with you. It is our great privilege to reach out and
share the message of the Gospel with everyone in our communities.
It is also our responsibility to reach out to those who have left the
embrace of the Church, as well as those who have never heard the
saving message of Christ.
It is precisely this commitment to mission and outreach that compels us, your spiritual shepherds, to support and endorse the outreach work in our communities of ministries like the Orthodox
Christian Network (OCN). Using the communication tools of the
day, the OCN is producing weekly radio programs syndicated all
over the country, as well as study guides to help those who listen to
the programs. OCN operates three full time Internet radio stations:
The Ark, The Rudder, and now The Anchor, an all-talk radio station
with an Orthodox Christian perspective. Our faithful and interested
seekers can hear not only contemporary Orthodox music, but also
the timeless beauty of the hymns of the Church from around the
world. OCN also produces regular programming to edify, educate
and evangelize with the life-giving Good News of Orthodox Christianity.
On this special and national Share The Light Sunday, your Hierarchs ask you top stop at this first part of the year and consider how
you can join together with your fellow Orthodox Christians from
around the nation in providing the vital support that allows OCN
to do so much to serve you and your children with the timeless
beauty of our faith.
With paternal blessings and love in Christ,
+Archbishop DEMETRIOS, Chairman
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
+Metropolitan PHILIP, Vice Chairman
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
+Metropolitan CHRISTOPHER, Secretary
Serbian Orthodox Church in North and South America
+Metropolitan NICHOLAS of Amissos, Treasurer
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese in the USA
+Archbishop NICOLAE
Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in America and Canada
+Metropolitan JOSEPH

Two choral masterpieces recorded by St. Michael’s A Capella Choir under
the direction of Edward Sedor in Binghamton, NY, have been re-mastered
and released in a CD format. The Christmas and Easter CD includes 15
selections of both traditional carols and the Liturgical music of Christmas,
as well as six Lenten melodies and 11 selections of the Easter Paschal music.
The Divine Liturgy CD features the choir and Fr. Stephen Dutko rendering the Liturgy in Church Slavonic. Copies are available at a cost of $15
each, including shipping and handling. Checks payable to “St. Michael’s
Choir” should be sent to Josephine Sedor, 113 Zoa Avenue, Johnson City,
NY 13790.

Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Church
+Metropolitan JONAH
Orthodox Church in America
+Metropolitan CONSTANTINE
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
+Archpriest Alexander Abramov
Representation of the Moscow Patriarchate in the USA
+Bishop ILIA of Philomelion
Albanian Orthodox Diocese of America
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IOCC and Orthodox Church Reach
Uganda’s Orphans
By Zachary O’Dell/IOCC Ethiopia

HOMESTEAD, PENNSYLVANIA --A noted Carpatho-Rusyn American
who became an Assistant State Attorney General of New York became the first
to receive the Carpatho-Rusyn Society’s Michael Strank Award.
The inaugural award was presented to Orestes J. Mihaly of Armonk, NY, as a
Carpatho-Rusyn American who has had a profound affect on the greater good.
He was presented with the award at the 15th anniversary banquet of the
Carpatho-Rusyn Society in the Pittsburgh suburb of West Homestead, PA.
The award is presented to someone of Carpatho-Rusyn heritage who has made
an exemplary contribution to mankind or to someone who has exemplary
service to the Carpatho-Rusyn community.
Orestes J. Mihaly was born in Bridgeport, CT and graduated with honors
from New York University in 1953 and with honors from its School of Law
in 1955 where he was a member of the University’s Law Review. He was also
admitted to the New York Bar and subsequently the Connecticut Bar. He was
then admitted to the New York metropolitan area federal courts and the
United States Supreme Court. In 1975 he became Assistant Attorney General
for the State of New York and worked in the Attorney General’s office for 33
years including as Bureau Chief senior regulator for the securities and real estate securities industries. The effects of his tenure on Wall Street continue to
be felt worldwide. Later he also served for many years as First Vice President
in the General Counsel’s Office for Merrill Lynch & Co.
The effects of this Carpatho-Rusyn American have been and continue to be
felt throughout the judicial, financial and real estate world. But he did all of
this, never denying or minimizing his Carpatho-Rusyn heritage. And in fact,
he has stepped up to be a leader in the Carpatho-Rusyn community as well,
serving for many years on the Advisory Board of the Carpatho-Rusyn Research
Center, North America’s premier scholarly institution dedicated to education
about Rusyns. When the Carpatho-Rusyn Society was founded, he readily
stepped up and organized the New England Chapter of C-RS, of which he still
serves as president. He and his wife Katy have served as American delegates to
most of the World Congresses of Rusyns held in Europe over the last 15+
years.
Having been the son of an Orthodox priest, Mr. Mihaly’s dedication to his
Rusyn Church and his Orthodoxy are also early and far reaching. Studying
Carpatho-Rusyn history and culture early in life, he served from 1957-60 as
editor of the ACRY Guardian, for the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox
Church based in Johnstown. He is among a select few men from the CarpathoRusyn Church chosen as an Archon by the Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarch of
Constantinople.
“Mr. Mihaly exemplifies leadership, commitment and the ability to “ ‘leave a
mark,’ “ said John Righetti, national president of the Carpatho-Rusyn Society. “The world is a better place because of him.”
The award commemorates Michael Stank, a Carpatho-Rusyn American whose
name is synonymous with exemplary effort and deeds. Strank was born in the
Carpatho-Rusyn village of Orjabyna (today Jarabina) in what is today Slovakia. His family immigrated to America, settling in Franklin Boro, PA, near
Johnstown.
Strank joined the Marine Corp in 1939 and participated in many World War
II campaigns in which he was recognized for his outstanding leadership. In
1945, Strank was captured for all time in the famous Rosenthal photograph
of the raising of the U.S. flag on Iwo Jima. Within a week, he was mortally
wounded and died March 1, 1945. He was buried in Arlington National
Cemetery and in 2008 was awarded honorary United States citizenship
posthumously.

“I have seen much suffering and violence in my lifetime, and I do not want the same for my brothers and
sisters,” says Apostolos, 20, who is poised to finish high school and hopes to study law. IOCC’s new partnership with the Uganda Orthodox Church will enable more students like Apostolos to receive an education. (photo credit: Z. O’Dell/IOCC Ethiopia)

KATENTE, UGANDA (IOCC) — Dawn breaks along the central plain of
Uganda, about 60 kilometers north of the capitol Kampala. Far off the main
road linking Kampala with the Lake Victoria commercial port of Jinja, children lie in wait near the trenched-ditches along dirt roads, waiting for white
ants to climb out of their hills before the heat of the sun drives the insects underground again. With weathered plastic cups in hand they hope to catch as
many of these delicacies as possible to bring home for meals.
For many children in this area, these white ants may represent their biggest
source of nutrients during the day. The HIV/AIDS epidemic and civil war
over the past two decades have decimated countless families in this region,
leaving in their wake extreme poverty, lack of opportunities, and large families parentless and displaced from their homes.
Along that same pitted-dirt road, after passing the occasional small dwelling,
is a clearing and the site of St. Mary Parish of the Uganda Orthodox Church
(UOC). Here at this site, the UOC provides a haven for orphans and vulnerable children to access nutrition, education, and perhaps a little dignity.
Through its existing primary and secondary schools at the St. Mary Parish,
the UOC is providing sponsorship to hundreds of children throughout
Uganda who cannot afford school fees, books, stationary and uniforms.
“I have seen much suffering and violence in my lifetime, and I do not want the
same for my brothers and sisters,” laments Apostolos, 20, who is the eldest of
six orphaned siblings. “After our parents died it was just me left to provide for
our family, and I was scared because I was still so young.”
International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) is helping to support the
St. Mary Parish primary and secondary schools through a new income-generating agricultural project. By constructing a poultry farm and corn mill at the
school, students will be able to learn about farming techniques which they can
take with them after graduation. Local villagers will also benefit from the ability to mill their corn crop, a staple food crop in Uganda, locally instead of incurring the expense of milling in Kampala. The poultry will be able to live off
the leftover millings, and the school will be able to defer some of the costs of
sponsoring children through the income brought in by the mill and the poultry.
Additionally, IOCC is providing regulation desks for classrooms, which will
allow the schools to be nationally certified for proctoring end of year exams.
“Before we had these desks, the school was paying for the costs of students
who had to travel long distances to take the year-end exam,” remarks headmaster James Kakende. “Now, that money can be spent on sponsoring new
children, and local families will have more money left for their survival needs.”
After spending more than 6 years living and studying in Katente, and being
financially supported by the school, Apostolos is poised to graduate high
school next year. “With the help of the school I have been educated, and given
income to support my brothers and sisters, and I am no longer scared for the
future.” Apostolos hopes to be able to attend University and study law.
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Government Seeks Formulas to Open
Halki Seminary
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level and three higher levels. In 1899, the high school division was dissolved
and the school functioned as an academy with five grades. When the Turkish
Republic was established in 1923, the seven-grade system was restored. In
1951, it was changed to three high school grades with four higher-level grades.
As a result of a 1971 Constitutional Court ruling, all private institutions of
higher education either became part of state universities or were closed down.
Halki’s Board of Trustees refused to become part of Istanbul University. Consequently, the seminary section of the Halki school was closed down. The high
school section is still open, but no longer has students.
The seminary has received international attention in recent years. The EU has
also raised the issue as part of Turkey’s bid for full membership in the bloc.
On June 28, Turkish Culture Minister Ertu rul Günay said the Turkish government was willing to re-open the seminary. “The seminary does not currently fit into our university system, but another formula will be worked out,”
he said. “There is no political problem.”

Please Remember
ARCHBISHOP BASIL SCHOTT

As part of the government’s “democratic initiative” to extend minority rights,
Turkey’s Education Ministry has been working on two formulas to re-open
the Greek Halki seminary on Heybeliada, one of the Princes’ Islands off Istanbul.
Discussions about Halki have centered on the seminary’s possible status: a
foundation or a school affiliated with the Education Ministry. The seminary
was last on the agenda when Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdo an met U.S.
President Barack Obama in Washington on Dec. 7.
On Aug. 15, Erdo an called on Armenian, Greek, Jewish and Assyrian leaders
to report their demands to the government. The government is expected to announce new initiatives in early 2010 to meet the minorities’ requests.
Officials contacted by the Hürriyet Daily News & Economic Review confirmed that the seminary in Heybeliada might soon be re-opened as the Fener
Greek Patriarchate has long hoped.
According to the first formula, the seminary would consist of two departments
while its high school section would be considered a “private-religious high
school” and be affiliated with the Education Ministry. Its college section would
operate under the umbrella of the Higher Education Board, or YÖK.
The second formula envisions that the seminary would be re-opened as a foundation.
The private education law would have to be altered in order to realize either
formula because it is illegal to open a religious or military school under the existing regulations.
The curricula and textbooks would be under the control of the Education
Ministry if the seminary operates as a vocational religious high school, known
as imam-hatips.
There are legal bottlenecks when it comes to affiliating the seminary’s college
with YÖK or re-opening it as a foundation. According to a 1971 Constitutional Court ruling, all private colleges must be affiliated with a state-run university. Article 130 of the Constitution states, “Foundations are allowed to
establish nonprofit colleges that are under state supervision and inspections,”
but Article 132 states, “Only Turkish Armed Forces and police are allowed to
open private colleges.”

Metropolitan Archbishop of
the Byzantine Catholic
Archeparchy of Pittsburgh
who is being treated for cancer.
May God grant him blessed
and healthy years!

Security Measures for Religious Exercises
Among the concerns that the minority leaders sent to the government were
concerns about safety. A series of security measures, such as alerting local police authorities, were under way.
The foundation law will be altered to be in line with European Union legislation.
The government is also considering introducing more freedoms concerning reAMVON PRAYER FOR THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY
ligious exercises for minorities in line with what the Christian community reChrist our God, from before all ages, You shone forth from the eternal Father,
quests.
and were not liable to suffering. Yet in these our days You took flesh and were
History of the Halki Seminary born of a holy Virgin. You became poor for our sakes, that in Your poverty we
Patriarch Germanos IV converted the monastery into a school of theology in might become rich. As a newborn Child You were wrapped in swaddling
1844. Following a major earthquake in 1894, it was rebuilt and inaugurated clothes and laid in a manger, although, as God, you encompass all things.
Master, receive this our worthless praise as You received the praise of the shepin October 1896.
herds and the worship of the Magi. Grant that we may be worthy to join Your
Numerous Eastern Orthodox scholars, theologians, priests, bishops and paheavenly host and be shown to be heirs of the joy of heaven You prepared for
triarchs graduated from Halki, including Patriarch Bartholomew I. Many pathose who rightly celebrate Your Birth. For You love mankind, and to You we
triarchs, bishops and former teachers of the school are buried on the grounds.
give glory, together with You eternal Father, and You all-holy, good and lifeWhen established in 1844, the school had seven grades – four high school creating Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen
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CENTRAL CITY, PA--Sue Lutsic of Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox Church
in Central City, PA recently celebrated her 80th birthday. The Church presented her with a dozen of red roses numerous cards and gifts. Protodeacon
NEW YORK, NY -- On Sunday, November 1, 2009, two diocesan mem- Oleg Aminov is shown with Mrs. Lutsic.
bers, Mr. Daniel Breno and Mr. Steven Laduzinsky were installed as Archons
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate by His All-Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew at the conclusion of the Patriarchal Divine Liturgy at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Manhatten.
Present at the investiture of the new Archons was His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas who concelebrated the Patriarchal Liturgy with the Hierarchs of
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

CLYMER, PA - St. Michael’s Orthodox Church - Colleen Myers, a life-long
member of Saint Michael’s Orthodox Church of Clymer, PA and Church
School Teacher, recently was recognized as a finalist for the Pennsylvania Department of Education Teacher of the Year program. She was one of 12 finalists for the Pennsylvania award. All the finalists were honored during a
conference in Harrisburg.
Colleen has been a teacher at Purchase Line School District since 1976, and
for the past 13 years has taught first-grade language arts, math, science and social studies. She is also the elementary language arts coordinator at Purchase
Line South Elementary School, a position she has held since 1977.
In addition, Colleen is a volunteer with the South Central Pennsylvania Writing Project, for which she serves as a board member and as the coordinator of
technology. The program, based at Indiana University of Pennsylvania, is intended to better the teaching of writing. Colleen has made numerous professional presentations to national and regional conferences. In 1993, the
Armstrong-Indiana Intermediate Unit named her Teacher of the Year. And in
2004, she was named Keystone Technology Integrator.
In the photo, Colleen is pictured with her pastor, Very Rev. Michael Zak.

MANASSAS, VA--On November 22, 2009 at Nativity of Our Lord Orthodox Church, Manassas, Virginia, Fr. Nectarios Trevino blessed the fire and rescue helmets of Volunteer Fireman Daniel Popsuy and Volunteer Emergency
Medical Technician Nancy Popsuy. The son and daughter of Peter and Nancy
Popsuy, both, at present, are college students and have dedicated their high
school and college years in service to their communities as well as their academic studies. Daniel, after the blessing, was recalling a fire to which his unit
responded. So hot was the fire that the brass eagle atop his helmet melted, yet
the laminated icon of Christ was unscathed.

ENCLOSED IS MY CONTRIBUTION TO THE
DIOCESAN DONORS FUND FOR THE YEAR 2009:
Name: ________________________________
Address: _______________________________
City: ____________ State: _____ Zip: _______
Parish: ________________________________
Please make all checks payable to “2009 Distinguished Diocesan
Donors,” & send to:
Office of the Diocesan Treasurer
Diocesan Administration Building
312 Garfield
Johnstown, PA 15906
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Festal Greetings from Across the Diocese

St. John the Baptist Sr. ACRY, Chapter #41
Hawk Run, PA
Rev. Peter Benyo, Spiritual Advisor

St. John the Baptist Church
Bridgeport, CT
Very Rev. David Cochran, Pastor
Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Duranko,
Pastor Emeritus
St. John the Baptist ACRY, Chapter #33
Nesquehoning, PA
Rev. Robert Teklinski, Spiritual Advisor
Nativity of the Mother of God Church
Jenners, PA
Rev. Elijah Bremer, Pastor

PERIODICAL

Christ the Saviour Cathedral
Johnstown, PA
His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank Miloro,
Pastor
Saints Peter and Paul Church
Windber, PA
Very Rev. Miles Zdinak, Pastor
St. Nectarios Church
Lakeland, FL
Rev. Nicholas Wyborski, Pastor
St. Nicholas Church
Hobart, IN
Rev. Sergii Alekseev, Pastor
St. Michael’s Church
Clymer, PA
Very Rev. R. Michael Zak, Pastor
St. Michael’s Church
Youngstown, OH
Very Rev. Protopresbyter George Hutyan,
Pastor
St. Nicholas Church
Jacobs Creek, PA
Very Rev. Edward Pehanich, Pastor
St. Nicholas Jr. & Sr. ACRY, Chapter #28
Monongahela and Jacobs Creek, PA
Very Rev. Edward Pehanich, Spiritual Advisor
St. Mary’s Church
Endicott, NY
Very Rev. Michael Kleban, Pastor
St. John the Baptist ACRY, Chapter #42
Northside Pittsburgh, PA
Very Rev. John Brancho, Spiritual Advisor
St. Mary’s Church
Yonkers, NY
Rev. John Cmur, Pastor
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Elias Kozar, Pastor
Emeritus
St. Gregory of Nyssa Church
Seaford, New York
Very Rev. Hieromonk Matthias Moriak,
Pastor

St. Mary’s Church
Cheektowaga, NY
Very Rev. Thomas Kadlec, Pastor
Saints Peter and Paul Church
Rockaway, NJ
Rev. Michael Chendorain, Pastor
St. John’s A.C.R.Y. Chapter #7
Ambridge, PA
Very Rev. Robert Prepelka, Spiritual Advisor
St. John the Baptist Church
Northside Pittsburgh, PA
Very Rev. John Brancho, Pastor
Saints Peter and Paul Church
Levittown, PA
Very Rev. Theodore Mozes, Pastor
St. Mary’s Church
Morgantown, WV
Rev. Mojmir Zalcik, Pastor
St. Michael’s Church
Freeland, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Lawrence Barriger, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
Ambridge, PA
Very Rev. Robert Prepelka, Pastor
Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Gido, Pastor
Emeritus
St. Nicholas Church
Barton, OH
Very Rev. Michael Kabel, Pastor
St. Nicholas Church
Erie, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda,
Pastor
St. Nicholas A.C.R.Y. Chapter #49
Erie, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda,
Spiritual Advisor
St. Michael’s Church
Binghamton, NY
Very Rev. Protopresbyter James Dutko, Pastor
St. Nicholas Church
Homestead, PA
Very Rev. Robert Buczak, Pastor
St. Nicholas Sr. A.C.R.Y. Chapter #11
Homestead, PA
Very Rev. Robert Buczak, Spiritual Advisor
St. John the Baptist Church
Nesquehoning, PA
Rev. Robert Teklinski, Pastor
St. Michael’s Church
Niles, IL
Very Rev. Samuel Sherry, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
East Pittsburgh, PA
Very Rev. Jonathan Tobias, Pastor
St. Michael’s Church
Rankin, PA
Very Rev. John Lazarek, Pastor
St. Mary’s Church

Akron, OH
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Myron Zuder, Pastor
Dormition of the Mother of God Church
Bluefield, WV
Rev. Mark Tyson, Pastor
St. Mary’s Church
Corning, NY
Rev. Daniel Mahler, Pastor
Holy Trinity Church
Danbury, CT
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Luke Mihaly, Pastor
St. Mary’s Church
Dickson City, PA
Very Rev. Ronald Kovac, Pastor
Holy Ghost Church
Manville, NJ
Rev. Matthew Moriak, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
Sharon, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael
Polanichka, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
Rahway, NJ
Rev, Andrew Fetchina, Pastor
St. George’s Altar Society
Taylor, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Mark Leasure,
Spiritual Advisor
St. Michael’s Church
McKeesport, PA
Rev. George Patrick, Pastor
Holy Ghost Church
Phoenixville, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Fedornock,
Pastor
The Presentation of Our Lord Church
Hollywood, FL
Very Rev. Elias Mitchell, Pastor
St. Thomas the Apostle Church
Waldorf, MD
Rev. Joseph Edgington, Pastor
St. Nicholas Church
Monongahela, PA
Very Rev. Edward Pehanich, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
Ligonier, PA
Rev. Tony Joseph, Pastor
St. Stephen’s Church
Latrobe, PA
Rev. Nicholas Ferencz, Pastor
Saints Peter and Paul Church
Central City, PA
Protodeacon Oleg Aminov, Administrator

St. Mary’s Church
New York, NY
Rev. David Kossey, Pastor
Cathedral ACRY, Chapter #20
Johnstown, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank Miloro,
Spiritual Advisor
Holy Ghost Altar Society
Phoenixville, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Fedornock,
Spiritual Advisor
St. George’s Church
Taylor, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Mark Leasure,
Pastor
Christ the Saviour Church
N. Royalton, OH
Very Rev. Protopresbyter David Smoley,
Pastor
Very Rev. Stephen Jula, Pastor Emeritus
St. Nicholas Church
Scranton, PA
Rev. Donald Valasek, Pastor
Holy Transfiguraton Church
Crawfordsville, IN
Rev. Alexis Miller, Pastor
Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Church
Allentown, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Robert Rebeck,
Pastor
Holy Resurrection Church
Potomac, MD
Rev. Peter Zarynow, Pastor
Descent of the Holy Spirit Church
Schererville, IN
Rev. Lev Holowaty, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
Perth Amboy, NJ
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael Rosco,
Pastor
St. Nicholas of Myrah Church
New York, NY
Very Rev. John Beskid, Pastor
Holy Ghost A.C.R.Y. Chapter #30
Phoenixville, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Fedornock,
Spiritual Advisor
St. Nicholas Altar Society
Erie, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda,
Spiritual Advisor
St. Nicholas Church
Warren, OH
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Kenneth Bachofsky, Pastor
St. Mary’s Church
Bayonne, NJ
Very Rev. John Fencik, Pastor

