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Father Michael Conrad
Falls Asleep in the Lord

Number 11

Holy Ghost in Manville
Celebrates 75th Anniversary

NORTH ROYALTON, OHIO –
The Very Reverend Father Michael
Conrad, longtime pastor of Christ the
Savior Church in North Royalton,
Ohio, passed away on September 23rd
after a brief illness. Born in New York
City on November 2, 1944, he was ordained into the Holy Priesthood on
November 12, 1978. After serving
parishes in Chicago, Illinois, Michigan City, Indiana and Canton, Ohio,
Father Michael was accepted into the
American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese in 1987. He was assigned
to the North Royalton parish by His
Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas,
where he remained pastor until his
death. In addition to his pastoral
work, Father Michael spent a number of years on the faculty of Christ the
Saviour Seminary in Johnstown, PA. He also served as Dean of the
Youngstown Deanery for a period of time. Father Conrad was preceded in MANVILLE, NEW JERSEY--On Sunday, November 8th, faithful of Holy
death by his parents, Boyd and Rita Conrad, and his wife, Pani Brenda.
Ghost Orthodox Church in Manville, New Jersey celebrated the parish’s 75th
Anniversary. The celebration of the Divine Liturgy highlighted the day’s acFuneral Arrangements tivities. Very Reverend Protopresbyter Michael Rosco, pastor of St. John the
Baptist in Perth Amboy and Dean of the New Jersey Deanery, was the main
ather Conrad’s body would lie in state at Christ the Savior Church celebrant representing His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas. Joining him at
throughout the day on September 25th, with the “Burial Service for a
the altar were Very Reverend Priestmonk Matthias (Moriak), former parish
Priest” celebrated that evening. Yjhe Funeral Liturgy was served the following
pastor Father Stephen Krivonak, parish pastor Father Matthew Moriak, and
day. His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas presided, with the Main Celebrant
Deacon Michael Rustick. The choir from St. John the Baptist in Perth Amboy,
being Protopresbyter Kenneth Bachofsky, Dean of the Youngstown Deanery.
He was assisted by Protopresbyter David Smoley, Interim Pastor; the Very Rev- under the direction of Mr. George Hanas, sang the responses.

F

Guests and visitors to the church noticed the newly installed icons. The icon
of the Dormition beautifies the back of the church, while icons of male and
female saints of the church adorn the side walls. In his sermon, Fr. Michael
Rosco encouraged the faithful of the parish to look back beyond the 75 years
Archpastoral Eulogy
of the parish’s history to the early Church in the Book of Acts. He encouraged
he Funeral Eulogy was offered by Metropolitan Nicholas. His Eminence them to follow the early Christians’ examples of love and generosity in their
spoke of “the final prostration (Poslidnyj Poklon) made by our departed own parish.
brother, Father Michael Conrad, acknowledging in worship and adoration the
One Who is Lord of the dead as well as the Lord of the living. Our brother lies Following Liturgy, faithful and guests attended a festive banquet at St. Mary’s
prostrate not before us, but before his Creator and Redeemer. Therefore, as we Byzantine Catholic fellowship hall in Hillsborough, NJ. The Sunday School
commend his soul to God and his body to the earth from whence he was children led the faithful in singing “Our Father” before the opening prayer, foltaken, we ponder this final “Metanoia”—this last and in many ways most per- lowed by a very enjoyable dinner.
fect act of devotion. We bring him into the temple so that he may make this After dinner, entertainment was provided by Vychodna Dolina, the female
last oblation in silence, without the breath of life, without the will of the flesh, singing group from St. Nicholas Church in New York City, who sang both
without the consciousness or awareness of self. Our brother priest lies before traditional Carpatho-Russian folksongs as well as Liturgical hymns. The Sunthe Holy Place devoid of sin, as the Apostle Paul says: “For he that is dead is day School children, under the direction of Pani Jodi Moriak, inspired those
justified from sin” (Romans 6:7).
present by singing the Kondak from the parish’s Feast Day of Pentecost, “Eternal Memory” for the departed faithful of Holy Ghost, and “Many Years” for
Interment the health of the parish faithful.
erend Father Stephen Jula, Pastor Emeritus as well as other Diocesan and local
Orthodox clergy.

T

F

ollowing the Funeral services, Father Conrad was laid to rest at Spring
Grove Cemetery in Medina, Ohio. The ladies of Christ the Savior Church
served meals to all in attendance for services on Friday evening as well as Saturday morning. May God grant eternal rest to His newly departed servant,
Father Michael—eternal be his memory!

In the main address, Fr. Michael Rosco assured the Holy Ghost faithful of the
prayers and blessings of His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas. He encouraged
them to use this Diamond Jubilee as a starting point to future growth in the
parish. Fr. Matthew Moriak offered closing remarks and thanks before the
closing prayer was offered.
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The “Great Hate Debate”

A

few weeks ago, I was privileged
to accompany our Metropolitan
Nicholas to the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocesan Center in New York
City for a special meeting of the Hierarchs of SCOBA with His All-Holiness,
Ecumenical
Patriarch
Bartholomew. After this brief private
session, a luncheon was hosted, not
only for the Orthodox Bishops present, but for the leaders of all faiths
and denominations throughout the
greater New York area. In attendance
were Roman Catholic Cardinals,
Episcopalian Bishops, Chief Rabbis,
heads of a number of Protestant
groups as well as Muslim clerics. It
was a truly humbling and moving experience to be in the presence of such
a diverse group of religious dignitaries. There really wasn’t much of a
formal program at the luncheon—it
consisted of His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios introducing the
Ecumenical Patriarch to the gathering
and His All-Holiness delivering a
brief 5-minute talk. Now I have heard
His All-Holiness speak before— his
messages usually last much longer
than 5 minutes! I have read many of

his messages and proclamations,
which are usually quite deep and
scholarly. But this simple, down-toearth talk was one of the better
speeches I have ever heard ANYONE
give.
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“The Reality of Blessing”

I

n our churches there are a number
of icons of Jesus Christ with His
fingers raised toward us in the act of
blessing. These icons have been popular for many centuries because blessings are important. But there are also
icons of the Apostles and Saints blessing us and we see priests and bishops
giving blessings in church. So we see
blessings all the time for all occasions,
which makes it really easy to miss
noticing their significance and to take
them for granted. In fact, every time
we sneeze, someone says, “God Bless
you,” or we are reminded by wise people to count our blessings when the
going gets tough. Blessings are now
thrown around so much, that we
sometimes miss their profound meaning and grace.

Because of this personal interaction,
God’s blessings are acts and evidence
of His immanence. Of course, the existence of His creation is evidence of
God’s contact with us, but His blessings are more particular expressions of
His immanence that require expressions of thanksgiving in return. In
other words, a blessing is not simply a
one-way reception, but a two-way interaction, reflecting the goodness of
God in everything surrounding us. It
Ever since the creation of Adam and is a word that refers to an exchange of
Eve, God’s blessing was initiated and love, not to a solitary concept. These
given to His people and all other crea- expressions are unique, each one havtures. “God blessed them, saying, ‘Be ing a power and message of its own,
fruitful and multiply’” (Genesis 1:22, such as an answered prayer or a kind
28). This first blessing affirms rela- word to a friend or a prophet among
tionships and diversification, branch- His people. This is how the ancient
ing out through animals and humans, Hebrews understood and experienced
all relying totally on the One Lord. blessings, as definite divine gifts from
God is the source of all blessing, a God to His people.
grace that involves love and diversity Once Jesus Christ was born, God’s
in unity, as taught in Genesis 5:2, “He blessing became immanent in the
made them male and female, and flesh. All blessing flowed from Him,
blessed them.”
which is beautifully depicted in the
But God’s blessing is not limited to story of the woman who had a blood
single acts that branch out solely from disorder. Though Jesus Christ healed
Him. In some cases, a blessing occurs diseased and demon-possessed people
through others. Hence, His blessings and corrected the sins of others and
are meant to extend into their own di- taught everyone to seek and find perverse branches of relationships. Speak- fect holiness, a woman once sneaked
ing to Abraham, God says, “I will up behind the Lord Jesus and touched
bless you….and you shall be a bless- the edge of His robe, as recorded in
ing. I will bless those who bless Luke 8:42-48, and was instantly
you….and in you all the tribes of the healed. Her faith brought her blessing
earth shall be blessed.” Thus, the from the Father through the Son in
Bible reveals blessings to be directly the Holy Spirit, even when Christ
from God and in some cases to extend seemed not to be aware of her touchthrough other unique relationships, ing Him. As this story infers, the enparalleling His act of making crea- ergies of God immanently occur and
tures, which may occur directly by provide only blessing from the Holy
God, as with Adam and Eve and all Trinity, as manifested in the Word
other creatures, or through specific being visibly seen and physically
couples, as through procreation, touched, a blessing that leads to puwhere His creatures give birth to more rification and then also to holy perfection.
creatures.

Patriarch Bartholomew could have
chosen to speak on any number of
topics. After all, he is well-known internationally, frequently seen with
Presidents and Popes. He is the head
of the Orthodox Church throughout
the world—the successor to the Apostle Andrew and other saintly men
who have occupied the Ecumenical
Throne. Yet in his words, he did not
flaunt his historical status or his esteemed position in the Christian
Church. He did not lecture about
dogma and theology, nor did he point
out the many differences that the Orthodox Church has with everyone else
whose faith was represented in that
room. Instead, the Ecumenical Patriarch used this forum to offer a very
“ecumenical” message: he reminded
everyone present of the necessity to be In this Biblical context, God’s blessrespectful and tolerant of those who ing is an experience of something spebelieve differently. He praised Amer-cont’d on page 8

cial, especially of His total and absolute sovereignty. Though His sovereignty is itself unique and requires
nothing else to exist, God in His love
creates and blesses others, who are
also made like Him, each possessing
uniqueness in subordination to Him,
capable of blessing others.

The woman with an issue of blood
was given a blessing from the Source
-cont’d on page 8
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Serb Patriarch Pavle Dies
DUSAN STOJANOVIC
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Holy Trinity Church in Spring Hill,
Fla., Celebrates 30th Anniversary

BELGRADE, SERBIA -- His Holiness, Patriarch Pavel, the head of the
Serbian Orthodox Church died
today, Sunday Nov 15, 2009, in a
Belgrade hospital after receiving Holy
Communion, the church announced.
He was 95.
The patriarch had suffered from poor
health for several years and was frequently hospitalized.
Pavle took over the leadership of the
Serbian Orthodox Church (SPC) in
1990, amid upheavals over the bloody
break up of Yugoslavia, the fall of
communism and rise of Serb nationalism.
His rule saw the church take a prominent role in the country, with religion
back on the curriculum in Serbia’s schools after more than 60 years of enforced
atheism.
The majority of Serbia’s population of seven million people are Orthodox
Christians.
President Boris Tadic said the patriarch’s death was an - irredeemable loss for
the entire Serbian nation.- His death is also my personal loss - Tadic was
quoted by Beta news agency as saying.
Serbian Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic said the Orthodox church and Serbian nation had “lost a wise head... a spiritual leader we could be proud of SPRING HILL, Fla. — Holy Trinity Church in Spring Hill, Fla., celebrated
its 30th Anniversary Nov. 6-8, 2009 with a special weekend of faith, fellowboth as a nation and as a state.”
The Serbian government held an extraordinary session and proclaimed three ship and food focused on remembering the past, thanking God for the present and looking ahead to the future.
days of mourning starting from Monday.
Father Michael Shuster, presbyter of the parish, Father Michael Miklos, Dean
Church bells were set to toll every hour throughout the country, while Serbian
of the Diocese’s Florida parishes, and members and friends of the church gathstate television switched from its regular programme to tributes to the deered for Vespers and an informal social hour on Friday, Nov. 6; a Thanksgivceased patriarch.
ing Divine Liturgy, followed by a festive buffet luncheon at nearby Brooksville
A coffin with the body was brought to Belgrade’s main cathedral where it was Country Club, on Saturday, Nov. 7; and a special coffee hour, with a comdisplayed to followers coming to pay tribute.
puter slide show featuring the parish’s history in digital photographs, after the
According to state TV, the Holy Synod, the church’s top body, was expected Divine Liturgy on Sunday, Nov. 8.
to hold an extraordinary meeting later on Sunday to proceed with funeral The parish’s historic milestone garnered illustrated newspaper coverage in print
preparations.
and online from the St. Petersburg Times, which highlighted the community’s
The president of neighbouring Montenegro, Filip Vujanovic, and the prime
minister of the Republika Srpska, the Serb-held entity in Bosnia, Milorad
Dodik, whose nations share the Orthodox faith and the church , sent letters
of condolences to the SPC.- “I express a sorrow for the death of his holiness
patriarch Pavle who served God, church and the people in the most difficult
times” - Dodik wrote.

heritage of Orthodox Christian faith and spirituality as part of this Diocese.

Holy Trinity Church was formed in 1979 by Slavic-Americans in then rural
Hernando County, Fla., where no Orthodox Christian churches existed at the
time. Meeting at first in school rooms lent by local Episcopalians, the newborn
congregation worked quickly to obtain a land grant from a real-estate development company then seeking to attract new homeowners to its fledgling resHighly appreciated by the faithful for his simple lifestyle and personal humil- idential communities in the area. Like pioneers settling a new frontier, church
members cleared the acreage themselves and did all the finishing work on the
ity, Pavle has often been referred to as the “saint who walks.”
shell of a church built on the property by hired contractors in 1981. By God’s
May His Memory Be Eternal!
grace, their labors and sacrifices planted Orthodox Christianity in new soil
where it once had no roots before.
Over the next three decades, the congregation grew more diverse, drawing
newcomers from Finnish, Greek, Middle Eastern and other backgrounds, both
American-born and from overseas, thanks in part to worship and teaching in
English — a common denominator vital for a multiethnic Orthodox Christian community in the American South. Building on these foundations, the
church is now working to break new ground in outreach to the surrounding
community. Recent initiatives include prayer campaigns for parish renewal
and growth; a new website featuring free educational and inspirational resources; seasonal lecture series; improved advertising and public relations in
area media; and year-round collection of food, clothing and other necessities
for the children, women and men aided by a local domestic violence and abuse
shelter.
After its first 30 years, Holy Trinity Church — “the little church with a big
heart and room for everyone” — stands poised to keep its doors open wide and
invite all people to share its most valuable asset: the good news and grace of
Jesus Christ, “the same yesterday, today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). Within
JOHNSTOWN, PA - At the request of His Eminence, Metropolitan its Orthodox Christian family awaits a warm welcome for anyone visiting or
Nicholas, the diocesan deans met yesterday at the Diocesan Chancery. The relocating to Florida’s “Nature Coast.” For more information on what it has
diocesan deans meet annually with Metropolitan Nicholas to discuss issues re- to offer in the way of worship, fellowship, hospitality, philanthropy and spirlated to parish and diocesan life.
itual growth, visit its website online at htoc-fl.org.
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zone, but higher up in a quiet place, so that he may clearly transmit the messages. When the soldiers fight and are in danger, they
should not say to the radio operator: “What are you doing up
there? Come and fight with us.” His duty is to stay where he is
and receive orders from headquarters, and keep them up to date
regarding the outcome of the combat.

Elder Paisios of Mount Athos
1924-1994
Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God, consider the
outcome of their lives and imitate their faith… (Hebrews 13:7)

O

n July 12, 1994, one of the greatest Orthodox spiritual elders of our day
fell asleep in the Lord after a lifetime of prayer, fasting, and spiritual warfare. Though he was not a priest but a simple monk, he was sought out by
priests and even bishops for his spiritual counsel. Being blessed with the grace
of the Holy Spirit he was known as a miracle worker and clairvoyant who
could read the hearts and thoughts of people.
Father Paisios was born in Greece in 1924 and was baptized with the name of
Arsenius by St. Arsenius of Cappadocia (1840-1924), which was the last
priestly act performed by this modern saint. After completing his required
military service, at the age of twenty he followed his heart’s desire to devote his
life to the Lord and entered a monastery in the ancient monastic republic of Mount Athos. Father
Paisios sought out experienced holy elders and
hermits who shared with him their spiritual struggles and experiences. He struggled daily to purify
his soul of sinful passions and to unite himself to
God through prayer. For a time, he lived in Egypt
at the famed Monastery of St. Catherine on
Mount Sinai, later returning to Mt. Athos to become the disciple of a Russian elder, Father
Tikhon. Father Tikhon had the gift of tears and
would serve the Liturgy in a small chapel while
Father Paisios would chant the responses. Liturgy
would often take as long as five or six hours because Father Tikhon would fall into weeping or
be silent in contemplation.
After the death of his beloved Father Tikhon in
1968, Father Paisios continued living on Mount
Athos where he spent his time in prayer and assisting troubled people. It is said that he dedicated his days to people and his nights to God.
He received troubled souls into his humble
monastic cell and received dozens of letters each
day from people throughout the world. He became a spiritual magnet drawing out the pain of
people’s lives: broken marriages, mental illnesses,
sicknesses, death. Some of the instructions he
gave to people who came to him include:
- The more one becomes united to Christ, the
less fear he experiences.
- Since we are weak, we must avoid the sources of passions. For instance,
if I like sweets, I should not stare at the windows of pastry shops, or if I
smoke, I should avoid going by shops that sell cigarettes. The person
who tries to be temperate, must safely guard the “entrances” of all passions, which are the eyes.
- If we are found in a difficult situation, we must not be upset; instead,
we should realize this is God’s way to make us feel closer to Him and become aware that He is the grantor of everything in our lives.
He was once asked if it would not be better if he left his monastery to go into
the world so that he could better help people. Father Paisios replied:
The army has many divisions and each one fights from its own
position; the navy at sea, the airplanes in the air and the army on
the land. A very specialized position is the one of the radio operator. His main characteristic is that he connects all the army divisions with the headquarters, which send help in case of
emergency. The radio operator must not be close to the combat

Along with bearing the burdens of people who turned to him, Father Paisios
endured many of his own physical problems beginning in 1966: respiratory
disease, hernia, colon cancer. He once told a visitor that twice he had been sick
to the point of being near death. He said he valued these experiences because
he had seen how good and kind people were and that he had to rely on God
alone. He told a fellow monk:
In our days, everybody suffers from three things: cancer, mental illnesses, and divorce.The dozens of letters I receive every week talk
about these problems. I do not suffer from any serious mental illness; I have nothing to do with marriages and divorce. At least,
let me suffer from cancer as a consolation to people in distress.
Things do not look too good when everyone in the world is in pain
and sorrow and one of us has nothing to worry about. Now, thank
God, everything is just fine.
Father Paisios peacefully fell asleep in the Lord from colon cancer which had
spread to his liver and lungs. He had confided to one of his disciples I had
asked God to make me suffer from cancer and when told he had four months to
live he replied Do I have to wait for that long? Can’t it be earlier than this?

His Significance

T

he life of Father Paisios, like that of many
holy monks and nuns, is a lesson on the importance of asceticism in the lives of Christians.
The word asceticism comes from the Greek ascesis which referred to gymnastic exercises and later
in Greek philosophy it meat achieving virtue by
means of exercises. St. Paul in his first Epistle to
the Corinthians uses this concept to describe
training or discipline in order to win a competitive game and spiritual discipline to struggle
against sin and develop virtue:
Do you not know that those who run in a
race all run, but one receives the prize? Run
in such a way that you may obtain it. And
everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an
imperishable crown. Therefore I run thus:
not with uncertainty. Thus I fight; not as
one who beats the air. But I discipline my
body and bring it into subjection, lest when
I have preached to others, I myself should
become disqualified. (1 Corinthians 9)

We are saved, not by performing good works but
when our lives are joined to that of the Lord Jesus. It is He who saved us by
His Passion, Death and Resurrection. But in order to be joined to the Lord
Jesus I must struggle to free myself of whatever sin stands in the way and struggle to join myself daily to Him. This requires effort, struggle, discipline, prayer,
fasting, and self-denial. The Lord said: If anyone would come after Me, let Him
deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
Everyone today is involved in some kind of asceticism, usually prescribed by
their doctor and only for the health of their body which is temporary: low salt
diet, low fat, regular exercise… If we are to be saved, if we are to be freed
from our sinful passions and joined to the Lord Jesus Christ some forms of asceticism are absolutely necessary and required, not only for monks and nuns,
but for all Christians. The life of Elder Paisios and the life of other holy monastics are our teachers and guides.
Very Rev. Fr. Edward Pehanich
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For this issue of Daylight, we asked a few questions of Jon Bannon, a
first year seminarian at Christ the Savior Seminary. Jon is from St.
John the Baptist Church in Bridgeport, Connecticut. Jon was more
than happy to share his experience with our readers.
Daylight: Share any thoughts on your seminary experience thus far. Is it
what you expected? What do you like best about it?
Upon entering seminary, I had no idea what an average day would
have in store. I brought with me only one expectation: the answer to
the question and pull I felt in my heart: Is the priesthood God’s plan
for my life? Attending Divine Liturgies multiple times during the
week, learning how to sing the plain chant, finding icons adorning
every wall, a private chapel, having
theological discussions, and spending time with His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas create a truly
Orthodox environment that is
helping me find the answer. I feel a
sense of peace that I did not find
while student teaching art in my
final semester of college. I have
loved art all my life, but within the
past 5 years, I have felt a pull in the
heart to attend Christ the Saviour
Seminary more strongly than teaching at this point.
Daylight: How have attending
Diocesan events such as Camp
Nazareth and the Altar Boys retreats
played a part in your vocation?
Having been a camper and an employee of Camp Nazareth and having attended altar boy retreats in
Johnstown both have been very
helpful if not the reason for the vocation I may have to the priesthood. Between living amongst a
spiritually confused and immoral

world and then in communion with God and one another at Camp,
I began my journey. During the 2004 Encounter, I remember hearing one priest say, “In the priesthood you will experiences things you
can’t in any other “profession” for example: baptizing someone.” Hearing this and other sermons about life goals throughout the years, I
thought more about my current plans of being an artist that paints
and draws for a living. I thought to myself, “Anyone can experience
drawing and painting and making a buck from it, but who can baptize but a priest and how amazing that must be;” and “How much
more important is my soul and it’s salvation and the salvation of those
around us.” Judging my heart and the state of the world, I feel comfortable saying the world needs more
priests right now than art teachers.
Daylight: As you look to the future,
what are your thoughts on the time
you have remaining in seminary?
As I look to the future with 2 and
½ years of seminary left, I look forward to learning more about our
faith and to truly discover if this is
the call God has for me. I also anticipate learning how to make Jesus’
message relevant in today’s society.
The one thing I love most out of
everything we do at Christ the Saviour Seminary is delving into theological discussions. I find myself
enlightened constantly with information about our faith that I had
not known. Every discussion seems
to unveil to me how true this
Church of Christ is and how
brightly it shines through the fog of
unbelief of the past and amongst
the brokenness of modern Christianity. The past 8 weeks have been
nothing less than a blessing.

DAYLIGHT PULL-OUT SECTION

Reflections of a First-Year Seminarian
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Spotlight on “The Arena”
In the last issue of Daylight, we told you about the section of the new Diocesan website that is specifically designed for you, the youth. It is called The
Arena. It can be found at: www.acrod.org/ministries/youth/arena
In this issue, we want to focus on a specific part of The Arena, called “The Witness Stand Blog.” It is very easy to find on the left side of the Arena front
page.
here’s a restaurant my wife and I attend fairly regularly and we often The purpose of the Witness Stand is to allow you the opportunity to share
end up with the same waiter. He always ends the night by saying the the struggles you’ve had witnessing to your faith in your own life. Right now,
same two things: “Enjoy the rest of your evening” and “be safe.”
there are two articles from past issues of the Daylight that you can read and
Be safe. Of course, we all try our best to be safe. Unfortunately, there are comment on. Perhaps you’ve faced a similar situation as the young people in
some times when our safety is out of our hands. We can be the most careful these articles.
driver around and still get in an accident. That’s why our parents always If you register, you’ll able to comment on these and other future articles or
warned us, “It’s not you I’m worried about, it’s everyone else on the road.”
topics and will even have the opportunity to submit topics and reflections for
Because our safety isn’t always in our hands, it is even more important that we topic.
take advantage of the situations where our safety is up to us. One of those The first step is to register, so go to the Witness Stand Blog and sign up today!
places is the internet--specifically, our own facebook pages.
I opened up a facebook account primarily to make it easier to contact young
people in the Diocese about writing articles for Daylight. Since then, it has
allowed me to touch base and rekindle friendships with people I haven’t talked
ave you ever seen the old classic Charlie Brown Thanksgiving special?
to since college, high school and in some instances, even grade school! Despite
Poor Charlie decides to host Thanksgiving dinner for all of his
that, we all have to realize just how unsafe it can be on sites such as these. Peofriends. All he has to offer, however, is toast, popcorn and other asple lose job opportunities because a simple Google search brings up pictures
they would have never wanted their potential employer to see. It isn’t enough sorted non-traditional Thanksgiving fare. His friends, especially Peppermint
to say, “only my friends can see this.” What about if your friend posts a pic- Patty, are beyond upset that there is no turkey, or stuffing or pumpkin pie.
By the end though, what they all realize is that it isn’t the food that mattered
ture of you and then all of their friends can see it?
I write these things because everything happens so fast in cyber space. It is im- as much as the fact that they were all together, and they could be thankful for
portant to stop, take a moment, and really think about what you are doing that.
Now, you might be wondering why I would be writing about Thanksgiving.
first.
Most of you likely list in your profile that you are an Orthodox Christian. It’s By the time you are reading this, Thanksgiving will have been past us at least
important to realize the responsibility you have when you are proclaiming a week. Like Charlie Brown and his friends, we can get caught up in some of
that. As Orthodox Christians, we are called to strive to live the Gospel, not the things we most often think of when the holiday approaches: the food,
just on Sunday mornings, but ALL THE TIME. Think long and hard about football, the food, no school, the food (well, you get the picture). With all of
the things you write on your facebook page, the language you use, and the these other distractions, we may forget to actually take the time to be thankphotos you post. Are you representing what a young Orthodox Christian ful for the blessings we have in our lives.
should be? Whether you like it or not, people will piece together who they Putting Thanksgiving day aside, the other reason I am writing about a holithink you are based on these things collectively. In essence, in our internet day that is already over is because for us as Orthodox Christians, shouldn’t we
driven society, what people see on your facebook page literally becomes who be thankful on more than just one day out of the year? Shouldn’t we be thankful to God for the blessings we’ve received every day of our life? There’s a powyou are. Therefore, YOU are in control of what people perceive you to be.
erful anonymous quote that reads: “If the good God makes every day a day of
Be responsible with what you post. Be safe.
giving, should we not make every day a day of thanks?” How true that is.
God never stops giving to us each and every day of our lives. So we should
never stop being thankful to Him either.
ATTENTION FAMILIES!
Every morning or every evening when we pray, we should stop and think about
The Diocesan Apostolate for Youth is currently working on a new
the blessings we have: our family, our friends, our health, our Church. The
project. This project will be an at-home “guide book” designed to
world is so focused on the negative, that it is up to us to try and focus on the
give families ideas on ways to keep their faith active in the home.
positive. You don’t need Turkey or football to reflect on your blessings and
The booklet will place a strong emphasis on keeping the major feasts
offer up thanks to God.
of the Church despite hectic work and school schedules. It will also
focus on the customs and traditions of our Carpatho-Russian Diocese. That’s where we need your help. If there is something you did
as a family growing up, or that you do now with your own family,
that enhances the spiritual life of your family, let us know what it is.
If it makes it into the booklet, it may serve inspire other families to
try something they’ve never done before. It could pertain to family
prayer time or scripture reading, or really anything that places an
emphasis on your faith outside of Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.
Please send any ideas, comments or questions to Fr. Matthew Moriak at: daylight@acrod.org or FrMatthewLL@hotmail.com Thank
you!

“Be Safe!”

T

GIVING THANKS

H
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The Hero Makes His Entrance

I

n every movie, there is usually a moment where the “hero” makes his entrance. It’s the first time that the main character appears on screen, and
you usually can tell right away that the story will revolve around this person. I put the word “hero” in quotes, because many times, the main character is the hero almost by default. We tend to think of heroes as being good and
virtuous, but too often, the heroes in movies are deeply flawed, and straddle
the line between good and bad. They often fall well short of having clear ethical and moral guidelines. Hollywood refers to this character as the “antihero.” We root for this character not because he or she is good in and of
themselves, but because everyone else is really, really bad. What is unfortunate
about this is that we, the viewer, are left not having a character that we can
strive to be like. We are left without having a character that we can look up
to as a model of goodness and purity.
In the Divine Liturgy, the Hero makes not one but two entrances. The first
entrance, called the Little Entrance, happens when the priest, led by the altar
servers carrying their candles, comes through the Deacon’s door into the center of the Church holding the book of the Gospels. The Hero in this case, of
course, is Jesus Christ—the 2nd person of the Holy Trinity, the Incarnate
Word of God. His story is found within those four books that make up the
Gospel-Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Unlike the anti-hero found in the

movies, when we view Jesus as our Hero, we have a Hero that we don’t have
to second-guess. He is the Hero we can and should strive to be like. He is loving, forgiving, kind and cares for all. With Christ, there is a clear distinction
between good and evil; between the truth and what is false; between light and
darkness. Christ is Good. He is Truth. He is the Light of the World.
Contained within that Holy Gospel, we hear the ultimate story of good triumphing over evil. Through Christ’s Passion, death and Resurrection, the
power of death is destroyed. We have the path set before us for our own eternal Salvation. All we have to do is look to our Hero, Jesus Christ, and follow
His example.
DID YOU KNOW?: The Divine Liturgy developed over a long period of
time. In the early Church, the Gospel was often kept in a separate place from
the Church itself. At the time of the little entrance, the Gospel would be
brought into the Church. It was at this time that the Bishop of the local
Church also made his entrance. This is why the Gospel is still brought into
the center of the Church for the little entrance. In fact, if you’ve ever seen
His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas celebrate a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy,
you will notice the he is in the center of the Church at the beginning of the
Liturgy, and does not enter the sanctuary until the Little Entrance. This also
reflects the Liturgy of the early Church.

Life in the Arena
Another part of The Arena webpage are the video reflections. We were able to film young people discussing the challenges they face in their daily lives as Orthodox Christians. Below you can read two transcripts of videos that were made this past summer at Camp Nazareth. Go to
www.acrod.org/ministries/youth/arena. When you get there click on “Life in the Arena” at the top and then click on “video reflections” to see these and other
videos like it.

In the Arena with Amy Harbilas

In the Arena with Katie Greenhill

Hi, I’m Amy Harbilas and I attend Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral in
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania. I am currently
a struggling Orthodox Christian and as I
attend college in the Bible Belt down
south, there are about four people on my
college campus who are Orthodox Christians. We have a very small OCF (Orthodox Christian Fellowship). We meet
every once in awhile. But the main thing
that helps me in my struggle is attending
Church on Sunday. Going to Church
isn’t just going to the building, but it’s
going and participating with the entire
group—the priest, all the parishioners, and going brings me closer to Christ,
but it also brings me closer to my Orthodox support system, which may not
be down south with me at school, but it will always be with me when I’m in
prayer in Church.

Hi, I’m Katie Greenhill, and I attend St.
John the Baptist in Bridgeport, Connecticut. When I think about my life in the
arena, I think about a time when I was in
college…it’s a funny story. I lost my keys,
but I had this key chain with an Orthodox
cross on it, and that’s really the only reason
I was upset that I lost my keys: not because
I wasn’t able to get home that day, but because the cross was on there. I remember I was complaining to my friends
about how I lost this cross and this girl came up to me and she said, “That’s
not going to save you.” I looked at her and I said, “that’s not true.” I think
that the reason I’m so secure in my faith is because I’ve had the opportunity
to come to Camp Nazareth for a better part of my life. When things like that
happen, it upsets me only because I wonder how somebody could have the
nerve to say that, but I almost like being challenged, because it only affirms my
faith in God. I just encourage you guys to come to Camp Nazareth and be a
part of this because that has made me who I am today.
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Windows into Heaven
THE ICON OF THE FEAST OF THE ENTRANCE OF
THE THEOTOKOS INTO THE TEMPLE

T

he Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple is celebrated on November 21st on the New Calendar and December 4th on
the Old Calendar.
This Feast commemorates a very significant event in the life of the Mother of
God. Her parents, Joachim and Anna, had been unable to have children.
They both prayed and promised that if God would bless them with a child,
they would dedicate the child to God. In keeping with their promise, the tradition of the Church tells us that Joachim and Anna brought Mary to the
Temple when she was only three years old! From that time on, she would live
in the Temple. This prepared her for the holy life she would lead. She remained in the Temple until the time that she was betrothed to Joseph. This
feast shows Mary’s dedication to God, and her readiness for her future role as
the Mother of God.
There is a lot to see in the Icon of this Feast. On the left, we see the High Priest
Zacharias, receiving Mary into the Temple. Zacharias of course, is the father
of St. John the Baptist. Mary is shown as a small child. Her arms are outstretched, showing her willingness to enter the Temple. Behind her, of course,
are her parents, Joachim and Anna.
To the far right, we see a group of young maidens holding candles. They
served as Mary’s escort into the Temple. There is a beautiful lesson for our own
lives that we can see in this. Imagine Mary, only three years old, climbing the
steps of the Temple, all by herself. She was leaving her parents behind. She
followed the light from the maiden’s candles, and never looked back. We can
see the light from those candles representing Christ, the Light of the World.
Once we choose to follow Him, we can never look back. So long as we follow that light, we will reach our destination in His heavenly kingdom.
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How to Form a Pilgrimage
Forming a Pilgrimage is both simple and rewarding. Each time we visit a
Church or Monastery we open up the opportunity to experience growth and
the strengthening of our Orthodox faith. During visits to monasteries, it is not
too uncommon for relics of saints to be brought out for veneration or to have
the opportunity to meet fellow pilgrims. These events open doors to us, which
in turn, enliven and enrich our lives. Orthodox Christian communities in the
United States are wonderfully diverse in their origins and customs and we owe
it to ourselves to seize every opportunity, or better yet, to create opportunities
to visit these places so that we can explore our faith through these journeys.
These Pilgrimages are a chance to leave the world behind, if even for a few
hours, and to delve a little deeper into our faith. In Eastern Europe, it is not
uncommon to find teens and young adults making such journeys during the
summer months, sometimes traveling for weeks, exploring, learning and living life! Now it is our turn to experience the joys our brothers and sisters in
Christ have experienced. You can form a Pilgrimage to a Monastery or Church
near you!
First things first! Do a little information gathering. You can search for monasteries near your town using the internet and sites like www.orthodoxyinamerica.org.
Once you have selected a site, it is time to discuss your plans with your parish
priest and seek his guidance. Here is a brief planning guide to help make your
first Pilgrimage a success.
*Research potential sites, look for web-sites or make a visit yourself.
*Seek your Pastor’s guidance and ask him to bless your endeavor.
*Contact the Monastery or Church you are planning to visit, set a date and
time for your visit, and plan to attend a service during your visit.
*Promote your event. A small group of 10 to 20 seems to work best and is
manageable for most monasteries.
*Keep everyone informed. Modest dress is mandatory when visiting a monastic community. Women are to wear dresses or skirts of a length that covers at
least to the knee, pants are generally not permitted and arms and heads should
be covered. Men are to wear long pants, and their arms should be covered as
well. Members of the clergy should wear a Cassock and Riasa. If the community you are visiting has other requirements, be sure to inform your pilgrims. Finally, make contact with everyone planning on making the
pilgrimage the week before the event.
*Cell phones should be left behind, or at least in the car (remember, you are
taking a break from your daily routine!)
*On the day of the pilgrimage, depart early so that you arrive on time.
Remember to offer a monetary gift to those you are visiting and above all,
relax, pray and enjoy the day.
*When you return to you Church, don’t keep you experience a secret, share
your journey and encourage others to come along on your next Pilgrimage.
Throughout the United States, there are monastic communities both large
and small, historically significant churches and Orthodox sites all open and
welcoming to pilgrims. Now is the time to begin planning your own Pilgrimage. If you need assistance in organizing your event, you can find help on
our Diocesan web site’s Arena page by submitting a post to the Witness Stand
Blog.

In some icons of this feast, there is a separate section in the upper left corner.
This shows Mary being attended to by an angel. She is in the holy of holies,
where only the high priest was permitted to go. These two things again, speak
to Mary’s holiness.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
If you would like to have an article and/or photos of a parish or individual youth activity printed, or are interested in writing something for Daylight, please contact Fr. Matthew Moriak at: daylight@acrod.org or
FrMAtthewLL@hotmail.com or by calling him at: (908)725-3385.
Thanks and looking forward to hearing from you!

Members of St. George’s Church in Taylor, PA are shown during a recent pilgrimage to Holy Protection Greek Orthodox Monastery in White Haven, PA.
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U.S. Visit of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew

His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew as he gets off the
plane that brought him to New Orleans. (Photo by GANP/Dimitrios
Panagos)

President Barack Obama meets with His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew in the Oval Office, Nov. 3, 2009. (Official White House Photo
His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriby Pete Souza)
arch Bartholomew gazing at the
mighty Mississippi River and the surrounding
area.
(Photo
by
GANP/Dimitrios Panagos)

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
gave a major address entitled “A
Changeless Faith for a Changing
World.” The Center for American
Progress, together with Georgetown
His All Holiness was the honored guest at a Joint House and Senate LunchUniversity, sponsored the event.
eon hosted by Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Senate Majority Leader
(Photo by GANP/Dimitrios Panagos) Harry Reid. (Photo by GANP / Dimitrios Panagos)

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew together with Archbishop Demetrios of
America. (Photo by J. Mindala)

His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarchal Bartholomew blesses the faithful in the Cathedral of the Holy
Trinity of New Orleans.
(Photo: GANP/Dimitrios Panagos)

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew visited with Jason Freeman, a resident
right in the heart of the Lower 9th Ward District, who lived there since 1955,
recently rebuilt his house and moved back about a year ago. (Photo by N.
Manginas)
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U.S. Visit of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew

His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew with a bunch of basil branches at hand, sprinkles Holy Water over the Mississippi River.
(Photo by GANP/Dimitrios Panagos)

Over twelve hundred people, including dignitaries and distinguished guests,
gathered in Atlanta’s Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation to welcome His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew for a unique and
Children of the local orthodox community greet His All Holiness with a bou- spiritually uplifting “Ecumenical Gathering of Peace.” (Photo by GANP/
quet of flowers. (Photo by N. Manginas)
Dimitrios Panagos)

Patriarchal Vespers at S. Demetrios Church in Merrick, New York.
(Photo by GANP/ Dimitrios Panagos)

His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew met with U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon at the Headquarters of the United Nations in
New York City. (Photo by GANP / Dimitrios Panagos)
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JENNERS, PA-- Former treasurer George Kovatch retired from the parish
council after 40+ years of service to Nativity of the Mother of God Church.
Replacing him is his grand-daughter, Carolyn Kovach. George was honored
turing the Divine Liturgy with a certificate of appreciation and a hand-carved
wall cross. Pictured with Goerge and Carolyn is St. Mary’s Pastor, Fr. Elijah
Bremer and hinding in his father’s vestment is Jonah Bremer, age 4.

WOODSTOCK, GA--With roots in the modern country of Slovakia, St. Elizabeth Orthodox Mission of Woodstock is trying to keep the connection alive.
The Sunday School of St. Elizabeth, under the direction of its priest Father
Frederick Watson and its Outreach Chairman David Novak and his wife
Paulette, recently packed 120 bags of gifts for the children of Slovakia.
Novak recalls: “In May of 2005, Paulette and I visited the village of my grandparents called Slovinky, in the Slovak Republic. We met with Fr. Peter Kacmar,
priest of Ascension of Christ Orthodox Church. I asked him what they most
needed for the church and he said ‘three-bar-crosses’. He wanted to let me
know that a nearby Orthodox mission church was under way in a nearby village called Krompachy.
“After we returned home, we had decided to donate 120 gift bags for the children of Slovinky and Krompachy and for any other Orthodox children that
Fr. Kacmar knew. So the project started in the Fall of 2006 with 120 individual gift bags organized into one huge bag, boxed and sent via U.S. mail. It
takes a month or so to arrive in that village.
“Each individual bag contains a three-bar-cross (pin cross or neck cross), a
small icon print, two pieces of candy and one good toy. When the gift bags
arrive in Slovinky the priest blesses the bags in Church and then the bags are
distributed.
“This project is about a giving back, saying “Thank you” to God and to those
who formed our Orthodox Christian roots and our ethnic Rusyn roots as
well.”
On Sunday, November 8, 2009, the Sunday School classes of St. Elizabeth
helped to pack up this year’s gifts for the children of Slovakia. “This is a chance
for our children to become involved in their heritage, and to continue the
wide-ranging outreach of St. Elizabeth Mission,” said Fr. Frederick.

BINGHAMTON NY - High School students with their teacher, Annie Kelemecz, walked to the local grocery store and used their own money to buy food
for CHOW, the local food pantry. This has been a regular outing, twice a year,
for these young people to help the needy in their community.

YOUNGSTOWN, OH--Mr. Stephen Kiddon and Mr. Steven Gorol are
members of St. Michael’s Church in Youngstown, OH as well as a Youngstown
CORNING, NY--Saint Mary’s Church in Corning, NY held an Icon work- area pan-Orthodox men’s group called The Eastern Orthodox Men’s Society
shop from November 9, 2009 through November 13, 2009 with instruction (E.O.M.S.) In the photo Stephen Kiddon, 2009 E.O.M. S Golfer of the year,
by Iconographer Kristine Garner. Pastor of St. Mary’s Church in Father Dan receives the trophy from Steven Gorol, 2008 Golfer of the Year. Pastor of St.
Michael’s Church is Fr. Andrew Gromm.
Mahler.
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-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

PERIODICAL

DEEPEST SYMPATHIES
of all blessing, the Blessing that became Man. Power came from Him, just as
ARE EXPRESSED TO:
His own blessed Blood poured out of Him on the Cross for our purification
and sanctification, bringing healing to all who seek it. The Cross itself beFr Thomas Kadlec on the falling
asleep of his mother, +MARcomes blessing within blessing, a never-ending diversification of blessing, as the
GARET KADLEC.
Lord Jesus reveals on the night He was to be betrayed, at the Lord’s Supper.
Fr. Andrew Gromm on the
“As they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the
falling asleep of his father,
disciples and said, ‘Take, eat; this is My Body.’ Then He took the cup, and gave
+LLOYD GROMM
thanks, and gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. For this is My
Protodeacon Gregory Benc on
blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins”
the falling asleep of his father,
(Matthew 26:26-28). Out of love and thanksgiving, He blessed the Bread and
+ANDREY BENC
Wine, His own Body and Blood on the Cross, thereby sealing the Truth of the
Holy Trinity. For just as the Father by the Holy Spirit spoke to His Son at the
Eternal Memory!
creation in Genesis 1:26, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness,” the Son by the Holy Spirit blesses His own Body and Blood that is
given up to the Father for our sakes. And because of this, we receive blessed -Editorial, cont’d from page 2
Bread and Wine at every Eucharist, blessed by Jesus Christ Himself, where icans for their willingness to do this, and he stressed that although we may be
power comes for purifying and healing our own disorders and issues of blood. different, we all have common problems and concerns that we must tackle toIt may at first seem strange that the Lord Jesus blesses His own Body and gether. Finally, he concluded his remarks by gently pointing out that the greatBlood, but throughout Scripture it is normal for God to be blessed. For in- est of all virtues is love, and that all religions—if they are true to their own
stance, 1 Chronicles 16:35 (LXX) says, “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel.” teachings must be based on this.
How can mere man bless the Lord? It is not in our power to give Him a spir- What a wonderful message! Unfortunately, I hope the Patriarch didn’t have
itual boost or to gratify Him with anything and He indeed does not need any- time to follow any local news while he was in New York. If he did, he would
have seen something going on that was in direct contradiction to his words.
thing. But the divine Word who became Man can bless the Lord, sanctifying
While His All-Holiness was spreading the gospel of love, New Jersey was visHimself for the purpose of glorifying the Father, so that man too, by the min- ited by six members of the Westboro Baptist Church in Topeka, Kansas, who
istry of the clergy, can bless the Lord in the fullness of love. “For their sakes I were putting forth a far different and much more frightening “gospel.” For
sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth” (John 17:19). several days, they toured Central and Northern New Jersey, spewing hatred
This is the Blessing that is eternally fruitful and multiplying, the God-Man, wherever they went. Their words were quite different from our Patriarch’s.
which is ever-producing descendents, that is, a vast family Tree of blessings by They proclaimed that God hates Jews…He hates homosexuals…He hates
Americans because of our lack of morality. But while trying to pass these inthe union of the Lord’s two natures.
flammatory positions off as coming from God, in reality, what they were sayAccording to the Bible, a blessing is a spoken word and a saintly life. Thus,
ing is that they themselves hate everyone and everything that doesn’t fit into
Jesus Christ, who is the Word, relates to this idea. The Word became flesh and their own very narrow system of beliefs.
spoke the Gospel, the Blessing that fully unites all things to each other and to
Ironically, the image that the Westboro Baptist Church has of God is very simthe Lord, while preserving diversification, restoring the harmony of Paradise ilar to the vengeful, wrathful God that is described in the Old Testament. And
that does not destroy the distinction of each person and his unique relation- who believed in such a God? The Jews that this so-called church claims that
ships. At the Lord’s Supper, the Blessing of all blessings was given to mankind God hates! The God that Christ taught us about is a God of mercy…of kindforever.
ness…of forgiveness…and yes, tolerance. That’s not to say we believe in a God
As our Holy Tradition reveals, God’s blessing encompasses the whole Gospel Who says “anything goes” or “do as you please.” Certainly we will all answer
and is manifested in the Church, the blessed Body of Jesus Christ. In fact, our for our deeds and be judged by Him one day.
Lord ensured that blessings should appear all around us, even where there is Thankfully, as this Kansas group made its rounds in New Jersey, they were
sin and pain. “Blessed are the poor in spirit….Blessed are those who greeted by crowds that far outnumbered them and drowned out their message
of hate at their rallies. I would like to believe that decent people everywhere
mourn….Blessed are the meek….Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
are more apt to accept the message of love espoused by our beloved Patriarch.
righteousness….Blessed are the merciful….Blessed are the pure in Sadly though, we need to understand that the Westboro Baptist Church is no
heart….Blessed are the peacemakers….Blessed are those who are persecuted small group of religious radicals. They have been in existence for over 50 years
for My name’s sake” (Matthew 5:3-10). He also blessed children. “And He and are funded to the degree that for the past 19 years, they have been able to
took them up in His arms, laid His hands on them, and blessed them.” Even send their followers all of the country on a daily basis, preaching their disrupmeat can be blessed. “For every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be tive and destructive doctrine. They will continue to attempt to convince othrefused if it is received with thanksgiving; for it is sanctified by the word of ers to accept their hate-based “theology.” Still, let me assure you: the word
God and prayer” (1 Timothy 4:4-5). And people, churches, altars, icons and “hate” is not in God’s vocabulary. In fact, I daresay that He even loves the
homes are still blessed today, all with the sign of the Cross. As the Apostles wit- members of the Westboro Baptist Church! “By this all will know that you are
My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
nessed, something happens when there is a blessing, and because of this, it
should be received with deep reverence and our full attention, as though we
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
are in the immanent presence of the Lord at His Last Supper.
About ten years ago in Nashville, Tennessee, a man called up an Orthodox
priest to bless his home because he was seeing ghosts all over the house. But
once the priest blessed this home, these demonic visions ceased to appear.
There are countless stories like this one because blessings are real and infinite,
always resulting in visible and invisible purification and sanctity, in more profound love every day, in a truer realization of God’s works among us. When
we surrender our time and money to those in need, we feel a blessing move inside us. When we pray instead of watch TV, we join the flow of eternal blessing. When we are slow to anger, a sense of fruitful, multiplying blessing unifies
us inwardly and outwardly. It is not easy to explain this communication, but
it is easy to ponder it, just as the Virgin Mary, through whom all are blessed,
pondered it in her heart.
Fr. Andrew Gromm

ENCLOSED IS MY CONTRIBUTION TO THE
DIOCESAN DONORS FUND FOR THE YEAR 2009:
Name: ________________________________
Address: _______________________________
City: ____________ State: _____ Zip: _______
Parish: ________________________________
Please make all checks payable to “2009 Distinguished Diocesan
Donors,” & send to:
Office of the Diocesan Treasurer
Diocesan Administration Building
312 Garfield
Johnstown, PA 15906

