Volume LXV

(USPS 099–120) ISSN: 0734–0036 Portage, Penna. October 25, 2009

Number 10

New Orleans * New York

Atlanta * Washington D.C.

JOHNSTOWN, PA -- His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas has been invited and will take part in liturgical celebrations and meetings with His AllHoliness, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I during his upcoming
Archpastoral Visit to the United States from October 20 - November 6, 2009.

mentalists, policy makers, media representatives and other prominent figures
in politics and business - directly to endangered bodies of water. Previous symposia have been attended by heads of state, environmental ministers, ministers
of economic affairs and prominent intellectual figures. (More information on
the Mississippi symposium: www.rsesymposia.org )

His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew will arrive in New Orleans, on Oct. 20 to begin his Apostolic and Patriarchal Visit to the United
States. The purpose of this, his sixth visit to our nation, is twofold: to convene
New York City Activities
and preside over the Eighth Religion, Science and the Environment (RSE)
ollowing the Symposium, His All Holiness will travel to New York City for
Symposium, and to celebrate the 10 th anniversary of the enthronement of
a week-long celebration of the 10 th Anniversary of the Enthronement of
Archbishop Demetrios of America as the Primate of the Greek Orthodox
Archbishop Demetrios. It will commence on Oct. 25, with the Feast day Great
Archdiocese of America.
Vespers of St. Demetrios the Myrrh-streamer at the Parish dedicated to the
His All Holiness, under whose high patronage the Religion, Science and the Great-Martyr in Merrick, NY. The next day, the His All Holiness will preside
Environment Symposia take place, will lead a large and diverse group of the- at the Feast day Divine Liturgy at St. Demetrios Cathedral in Astoria, NY. On
ologians, scientists, policy makers, environmentalists, representatives of busi- the evening of the 26th, His All Holiness will preside at the 9th Annual Prayer
ness and NGOs, and media for a five day Environmental Symposium entitled; service for the United Nations at the Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trin“ Restoring Balance: The Great Mississippi River .”
ity. The service is sponsored jointly by the Standing Conference of the CanonSince 1995, RSE has convened seven symposia to study the fate of the world’s ical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA) and the Standing
waters, which cover seven-tenths of our planet’s surface. These assemblies of Conference of Oriental Orthodox Bishops in America (SCOOCH). On Tuesscientists, environmentalists, policy-makers and representatives of the world’s day, October 27th, His All Holiness will meet with the Primates of SCOBA.
main religious faiths have established a vibrant environmental ethics move- Later in the evening of the 27th, Fordham University will bestow an honorary
ment. Underlying RSE’s strategies is a core belief that the analytical tools of sci- doctorate in law to His All Holiness. In recognition of the Ecumenical Patrience and the spiritual messages of religion must work in harmony if the earth’s arch’s leadership in the fields of environmental responsibility, and interfaith
environment is to be safeguarded. The symposia take place afloat, bringing and inter-cultural dialogue, Fordham is also presenting the initial volume of
participants - international and regional religious leaders, scientists, environ-
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Proof of the “Power of Prayer”

O

nly an accomplished student of
American History (or someone
with a fascination for bizarre facts like
me!), would know that from 18591880, the United States had an Emperor. Well, I suppose I should qualify
that. During that 21 year period,
there was an eccentric citizen of San
Francisco who claimed to be the “Emperor of the United States and Protector of Mexico!” His name was
Joshua Norton. Born in London in
1819, Norton grew up in South
Africa, where he became a very
wealthy man. When he settled in San
Francisco in 1849, there was already a
large Chinese population in the city.
China itself was suffering from a great
famine, and was no longer exporting
rice to the US. Norton heard about a
shipload of rice coming in from Peru,
and being a businessman, he bought
the entire shipment of 200,000
pounds of rice, believing he would
control the entire rice market in San
Francisco, and would be rich beyond
his wildest dreams. Yes, he was a businessman, but not a very good one!
When the famine in China ended, so
did the ban on exports. Rice was

again plentiful in San Francisco, leaving Norton bankrupt and penniless.
He disappeared from San Francisco—
no one knew exactly where he went—
but when he returned, it was obvious
that he was not very stable mentally.
In 1859, expressing his displeasure
with the state of the country and its
politicians, he proclaimed himself
“Emperor of the United States and
Protector of Mexico.” He would walk
the streets wearing a full military uniform. He would regularly make official proclamations which, of course,
no one took seriously. With one such
edict, Norton dissolved the US Congress; with another he abolished the
Democratic and Republican Parties—
perhaps an idea ahead of its time! He
even deemed it illegal to use the word
“Frisco” in reference to his beloved
city, levying a $25 fine upon anyone
daring to do so in his presence. Despite his obvious delusions of
grandeur, he was a lovable sort of man
who, the citizens of San Francisco
adopted as their own. He ate free of
charge in the city’s finest restaurants.
Theaters and concert halls always had
the best seat in the house available for
-cont’d on page 3
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“Give me that Old Time Religion”

R

ecently in listening to a Public
Broadcasting report on the Appalachian Mountains, its people and
its culture I heard an elderly man sing
the song “Give me that old time religion”. One of the refrains from this
old tune was “if it was good enough
for my father it was good enough for
me”. Both the title and the refrain you
might say struck a “cord” with me. If
I might be allowed to use some poetic
and literary license to rephrase both
the title and the refrain and make it
applicable to the Orthodox Church it
might come out something like this.
‘Give me that old time Orthodox
Church, it was good enough for the
Fathers of the Church so it is good
enough for me”.
Why did this song strike and bring to
my thoughts a dilemma that can be
seen in the Church. It seems to me
that many of us within the Church
feel just the opposite of this statement
that what was “good enough for our
Fathers is not good enough for me”.
We attempt to change the Church to
fit it into what makes it convenient
for us and fit it into what the society
wants it to be. We forget the often repeated statement that as Orthodox
Christians “we are in the world but
not of the world.” That we are called
to stand out and be different. We use
the excuse that the Church has certain
doctrinal essentials and that if it holds
on to these the rest doesn’t matter.
The externals are not important only
the internals ( sounds almost Reformist doesn’t it). Some would lead
us to believe that tradition with a big
“T” deals only with basic doctrines of
revelation and our salvation in Christ,
and not the outward expression of it.
We set up false parameters for what
encompasses this the big “T” and the
small “t” of tradition.
Let’s examine some of these dilemmas
. In the Church we cannot separate
the external from the internal. Our
Churches are not naked building with
white washed walls. Our Church
services are not neutral but sensory.
They appeal to sight, hearing, taste,
touch and smell. Even their preciseness, composition and length show
and express who and what we are as

Orthodox Christians . We ourselves
are not just a spirit wondering around
this world but body and spirit. Our
externals actions, demeanor, and even
dress express and exemplify who and
what we are as Orthodox Christians.
Why then do we try to change them
and ourselves?
Lets get back to this dilemma of the
big “T” and the small “t”. As stated
before we set up a false dichotomy between these in many cases. To quote
“this type of distinction is rather misleading. Traditions and traditions are
the integral parts of the life of the
Church and the express the totality of
the Christian way of life which leads
to salvation. The doctrine of incarnation, the historical truth of the crucifixion and resurrection, the Eucharist,
the sign of the cross, the threefold immersion in the baptismal font, the
honor and respect for the Virgin
Mary and to the saints of the Church,
are all important for the Christian
who wants to find himself in the
“perimeter” of salvation of Christ.”
Or even more broadly “One distinguishes various traditions that express
the One Tradition of the Church:
scriptural, patristic, doctrinal, canonical, artistic, architectural, and liturgical are specific expressions if the
Spirit of the Tradition of the Church.”
From these statements we can see that
we cannot play loosely with some of
what some consider small “t’s,” items
such the iconography (artistic), architectural, and liturgical services. We
cannot just ‘tweak” these to make
them fit our needs or time frame.
“What matters most, in terms of the
faith is the so-called dogmatical, or
doctrinal tradition of the Church.
However, since all these aspects and
these manifestations of the one Tradition of the Church are interwoven,
one should consider all forms that express the spirit of the One Tradition
in establishing the context and the
very meaning of the Christian faith
and doctrine.
Another integral part of these Traditions which we seem to deal with almost flippantly are the Sacred Canons
of the Church. These also are an integral part of this big T. What are the
Canons are they similar to like civil
-cont’d on page 11
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Washington, DC Activities Georgetown and the Center for

-Patriarch, cont’d from page 1

a three-part series of the major
speeches of His All Holiness. Among
all the festivities organized by Fordham, there will be a special opportunity for the students of the local
Orthodox Christian Fellowship
(OCF) to meet with and receive the
blessing of the Ecumenical Patriarch.

n the evening of November 1st, the
Patriarchal Delegation leaves for
Washington DC. While in the DC
Metro Area, His All Holiness will
mark his 18th year as Ecumenical Patriarch in a Doxology service at the
Sts. Constantine and Helen Church
in Annapolis, MD .

American Progress ( www.americanprogressaction.org )

Bartholomew will meet with the
highest leaders of our Nation: the
President, the Vice President, the
Speaker of the House, the Secretary of
State, and the Majority Leader of the
Senate. Both Vice President Biden
and Secretary of State Clinton will
host dinners in honor of His All Holiness.

multi-media of the Environmental
Symposium and other planned
events. Upon the commencement of
the patriarchal visitation, the Information Technology Apostolate will
assist with the posting of media coverage, and a special multi-media project involving Orthodox youth.

I

On Wednesday, Oct. 28th, His All
Throughout the first week of NoHoliness will have meetings with
vember,
Ecumenical
Patriarch
U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
at the United Nations, as well as with
Jewish religious and lay leaders hosted
by Rabbi Arthur Schneier, President
of the Appeal of Conscience Foundation.

Our Diocesan Apostolate for Information Technology has been assisting
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
Department of Internet Ministry
with the development of a special Patriarchal Visitation Website which
provides up to date information, including live video feed and archived

His All Holiness will also travel briefly
to Atlanta, and celebrate an Ecumenical Doxology in the Annunciation Cathedral of the Metropolis.
Following his return to New York
City on Friday, Oct. 30th, he will attend a reception at the Museum of
Biblical Art (MOBIA), which will be
presenting a month-long (mid-October to mid November) exhibition in
honor of His All Holiness and his environmental initiatives.
That evening, His All Holiness will
attend a gala musical celebration at
the famed Alice Tully Hall in New
York , both in honor of his presence
in the United States and in tribute to
the decade of service of Archbishop
Demetrios. Maestro Peter Tiboris will
lead the Manhattan Philharmonic in
a program and a special appearance by
the Archdiocesan Metropolitan Youth
Choir.
On Saturday, Oct. 31st , His All Holiness will address the Archdiocesan
Council and meet with the National
Board of Philoptochos. In the evening
of the 31st, the Order of Saint Andrew, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate will present their annual
banquet in honor of the Ecumenical
Patriarch. A special speaker for the
evening will be the newly enthroned
Roman Catholic Archbishop of New
York, His Excellency Timothy Dolan.
On Sunday, November 1st, His All
Holiness will preside at a Patriarchal
Divine Liturgy with Archbishop
Demetrios and all the Members of the
Holy Eparchial Synod of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America at
the Archdiocesan Cathedral of the
Holy Trinity in New York City. In a
rarely seen occasion, he will personally conduct the investiture of the
new Archons of the Order of St. Andrew the Apostle. Daniel Breno of
Holy Resurrection Church in Potomac, Maryland, will be one of the
newly invested Archons.

His All Holiness Ecumenical PatriAdditionally, the Ecumenical Patri- arch Bartholomew’s visit to the
arch is scheduled to speak at the United States can be followed online
Brookings Institution ( www.brook- at: www.usvisit2009.org
ings.edu ) and at Georgetown University in a joint event sponsored by
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him whenever he wanted to take in a
performance. He even printed his
own currency and, around town, it
was an acceptable form of payment!
The “Emperor” collapsed and died
in front of a church in 1880. Some
30,000 people are said to have lined
the streets for his funeral, which was
paid for by the members of a businessman’s association. Now there was
plenty of silliness and nonsense associated with the life and legend of
“Emperor Norton.” There is, however, one incident in his life that
teaches us a very important spiritual
lesson. During his years in San Francisco, there existed a great deal of
anti-Chinese sentiment. Riots and
street fights were commonplace. One
evening, it seemed like an extremely
ugly incident was about to ignite. An
unruly mob made their way into
Chinatown with the intention of
vandalizing and destroying whatever
they could. As they made their way
down the street, an equally large
group from the local Chinese community took a stand, blocking their
path. A terrible confrontation
seemed eminent. Suddenly, out of
nowhere, the Emperor appeared with
his trusty saber in hand. He stood
between both groups and stunned
everyone by starting to pray. He
prayed the Lord’s Prayer, over and
over, and louder and louder. Indeed,
this was his most effective “proclamation.” After several minutes of
this, both sides quietly dispersed and
everyone went home. What an example of the power of prayer! Joshua
Norton had his quirks and eccentricities, but apparently, he also had a
great deal of faith. When I heard this
fascinating story, certain words of
Christ came to my mind—words
such as: “Whatsoever you ask for in
prayer, believe, and you will receive it.”
And how about “If you have faith the
size of a mustard seed you can move
mountains.” Remember that when
His Apostles asked Him just how
should they pray, Christ taught them
the prayer the Emperor prayed over
and over—not to move a mountain—but to spare lives: “Our Father,
Who art in Heaven…” This story
should remind us of something we
all should know: when we turn to
God in prayer, all things are possible.
Prayer is our best medicine; it is our
strongest weapon, and no matter
how hopeless our difficulties may
seem—no matter how serious and
grave our concerns may be, prayer is
often not just the best answer, it is the
only answer. We see from Joshua
Norton that our prayers need not be
lengthy and complicated. A simple,
sincere prayer always works best.
By the way, in one of his other
proclamations, the Emperor ordered
all religions to be tolerant and respectful of each other. Perhaps he
wasn’t so crazy after all!
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
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viduals, many of whom have been Roman Catholics. It is interesting to examine these visions in the light of Orthodox spirituality and devotion to the
Mother of God.
One of the most popular sites of claimed apparitions of Mary is the village of
Medjugorje in Herzegovina. Since the early 1980’s, it is estimated that some
ten to fifteen million people have visited this site.
In 1981 a small group of Croatian teenagers reported having visions of a figure who told them that she was the Virgin Mary. During a ten-year period, the
visionaries claimed to have received over 1,000 messages from the Mother of
God. These messages, like those of other famous Roman Catholic apparitions
as at Fatima and Lourdes, have fallen into three broad categories: secrets, information to be eventually revealed by the visionaries to Church authorities
that will confirm the secrets, and calls for the renewal of prayer, fasting and the
conversion of the world to God.
Those who have visited Medjugorje have insisted that they saw supernatural
phenomena such as the sun “dancing,” throwing off a rainbow of colors and
pulsating in the sky. In addition, there have been claims of healings and visions
st
th
n October 1 (14 ), the Church celebrates the Feast of the Protection of of Jesus.
the Mother of God. This Feast commemorates an apparition of the The Roman Catholic Church, to its credit, usually thoroughly investigates all
Mother of God in the Blachernae Church of Constantinople.
claims of apparitions before sanctioning them. (Without doubt there have
Although the traditions vary concerning when this event happened, most been authentic appearances of the Mother of God among Western Christians;
sources agree that it was on October 1st, 911, under the reign of the Emperor we believe that at her Dormition she “did not forsake the world” and that her
Leo the Wise. At that time, Slav barbarians were besieging the city of Con- intercession is not bound by geography, culture or language.) The local bishop
who was canonically in charge of the investigastantinople. (Other versions of the story say that
tion at Medjugorje concluded after interviewing
there was a plague raging at the time.) Many peothe “visionaries” that the whole matter was fraudple gathered in the Blachernae Church that was
ulent and was perpetuated by the local Francisdedicated to the Mother of God to spend the
can order.
night in prayer. About four o’clock in the morning the Mother of God appeared over the crowd,
After the Vatican dissolved his commission, a new
clad in purple and gold encrusted clothing and
commission headed by the bishops of then Yuspreading out a veil in her hands as though to progoslavia released this statement in 1990:
tect them.
Seeing this vision, St. Andrew the “Fool for
From the very beginning, the bishops
Christ” gestured towards it and asked his disciple
have been following the event of MedjuEpiphanios, “Do you see how the Queen and
gorje through the local bishop, the
Lady is praying for all?” The icon of the Protecbishop’s commission and the commission
tion of the Mother of God reflects this vision and
of the bishops’ conference of Yugoslavia
St. Andrew’s expression of joy. The annual refor Medjugorje. On the basis of studies
membrance of this apparition was the genesis of
that have been made to this moment, it
this beautiful Feast.
cannot be affirmed that supernatural apMost psychologists and anthropologists would
paritions and revelations are occurring
agree that apparitions and visions are a part of the
here.
human experience. Going back to the ancient
world, in the Illiad, one of the oldest pieces of litThe apparitions at Medjugorje, like those of
erature in Western culture, the dead Patroclus apLourdes and Fatima, were not to masses of people
pears to his friend Achilles. Or recall how the
but to a select group of visionaries. This in itself
Prophet Samuel, when deceased, appeared to Saul
is not significant since Saints such as St. Charthrough the aid of the witch of Endor (I Samuel
lambos of Crete had “private” visions of the
28). In the Acts of the Apostles the residents of
Mother of God. Some accounts of the vision of
Lystra mistook Paul and Barnabas for the gods
the “Protection of the Mother of God” in the
Zeus and Hermes after their cure of a crippled
Blachernae Church claim that St. Andrew and his
man (Acts 14).
disciple, St. Epiphanios, were the only ones who
It is not uncommon that in religious experience
saw the apparition. Other accounts imply that the
there are apparitions. Indeed, one of the manifesTheotokos was seen by all present.
tations of Pentecost in the book of Acts was the
What is challenging and demands “testing” is the
claim that the Prophecy of Joel was fulfilled:
claim that these visionaries received highly detailed messages that were given to them in priIn the last days, God says, I will pour out My
vate. It was the contradictory nature of these
Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters
messages that apparently gave the local bishop
will prophesy, your young men will see viand the Commission of bishops investigating
sions, your old men will dream dreams (Acts
Medjugorje doubts about the authenticity of the
2:16).
vision. Certain phenomenon, such as the “dancing” sun, was supposedly observed by some, but
not all of those present. (The New England JourHowever, in conjunction with this fulfillment is
nal
of
Medicine
related
the
appearance
of an eye disorder called “Medjugorje
the admonition given by the Apostle John in his First Letter:
affliction,” which affected pilgrims to Medjugorje who stared too long at the
sun hoping to see the phenomenon.)
do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they
Some of these visions, such as those at Garabandal in Spain in the early 1960’s,
are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the
almost seem to be manifestations of demonic possession. St. Paul warned the
world (I John 4:1).
Corinthians: “Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light” (II Corinthians
11:14). The motion pictures of the “visionaries” of Garabandal, allegedly in a
In our own day, as in ancient times, there has been no dearth of apparitions, state of holy trance, are truly frightening. The spirit of Prelest’ or “spiritual departicularly of Mary, the Mother of God. The more famous of these appear- ception” is clearly manifested in them.
ances have taken the form of visions granted to individuals or groups of indi-

Apparitions of the Mother of God

O

-cont’d on page 5
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This deception is the result of people wishing for spiritual experiences, not realizing that such experiences are gifts of God and not the result of simple
human desire coupled with emotionalism masquerading as “spirituality.” In
fact, the Fathers of the Church teach us to reject all visions, especially those
with secret messages.
Contrast these apparitions with those that took place at the Coptic Orthodox
Church of the Mother of God in Zeitun, Egypt in 1968. Here, in a suburb of
Cairo, the Mother of God appeared above the Church in a series of appearances that were witnessed by thousands of people. Orthodox, Roman
Catholics, Protestants, Jews, Muslims and atheists all bore witness to the same
thing. The vision of the Mother of God, lasting at one time as long as eight
hours, did not have any “secret” messages or deliver any explicit detailed instructions on faith or practice. This vision of Mary was not to a select group
of visionaries but, like the weeping icon of Chicago that many of us have witnessed, was plainly seen by all present and challenged the doubts of all in her
presence.
This is perhaps the greatest criterion by which to judge the “authenticity” of
any apparition of the Mother of God: it is not given to a select group of “initiates” with secret instructions but, like the vision of the Mother of God in the
Blachernae Church centuries ago, to all who seek her intercession with a pure
heart.
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Ordination of Father Andrew Gromm

Hagia Sophia Institute
The College of St. George the Trophy-bearer
St. Sophia Foundation
We have the intellectual prowess.
We have the curriculum.
We have found the land.
Now we need your involvement.
We are a prayer away from reality.
We have been laboring for over 4 years to bring an Orthodox institute
and college to our nation’s capital. We have demonstrated the intellectual prowess necessary to create a successful endeavor. Our curriculum
has been reviewed by professors across America, from Fordham University to the University of California, and received acclamation. We are
now ready to move to the next step.
The St. Sophia Foundation has, today, committed to purchasing 47
acres of land within one hour’s drive of Washington, D.C. There we will
build a “green” institute and college, The Hagia Sophia Institute and
The College of St. George the Trophy-bearer. This educational endeavor
will have its own ecological system, using wetland ecologies to clean polluted water and recycle it back into the land, be built of the best resources nature has to offer, and provide an environment wherein
Orthodox Christian students may grow intellectually and spiritually in
their faith becoming good citizens of our nation and world.
Ours will be a micro-college admitting approximately 25-30 students
per year allowing not only individual instruction in the liberal arts, but
also strong mentorship as our youth enter adulthood. We will offer two
Bachelor of Arts degrees, one in “Orthodox Christian and Classical
Studies” and a second in “Orthodox Theology” with a strong emphasis
on the Patristics.
Ours is a dream that The Hagia Sophia Institute and The College of St.
George the Trophy-bearer will be open to all Orthodox Christians,
American and foreign students, including non-Orthodox who are willing to live and experience our Orthodox faith.
The Hagia Sophia Institute and The College of St. George the Trophybearer will, we pray, give witness to the nation’s capital of our faith. Neither the institute or the college will accept U.S. government funding;
rather each will stand on its own merits, not subject to the secular nonChristian requirements of modern society.
We humbly beg for your involvement & leadership.
Please contact:
Rev. Fr. Nectarios Trevino
Chairman, St. Sophia Foundation
opriest@gmail.com - 703.629.0414

JOHNSTOWN, PA--Father Andrew Gromm was ordained to the priesthood
on October 14, the Feastday of the Protection of the Mother of God. The
“laying on of hands” was conferred during the festal Liturgy celebrated for the
faithful of Christ the Saviour Cathedral.
Concelebrating with His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, was Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, Chancellor; Father Nicholas Ferencz, Seminary Prefect;
Very Rev. James Gleason, Father Tony Joseph and Father Andrew Bartek. The
deacon serving was Protodeacon John S. Youhas. Also assisting was Sub-deacon Len Myers. Responses were led by the Cathedral Cantorial Singers.
Father Andrew Gromm is a late vocation of Christ the Saviour Parish in Rockford, Illinois. Father Basil Aden, pastor, and the parish faithful are preparing
for an upcoming weekend when Father Andrew will celebrate the Liturgy in
Rockford, and the parish will honor their priest-son with a dinner.
Father Andrew is a 2009 graduate of Christ the Saviour Seminary where he
earned a Bachelor of Theology Degree. He is presently teaching in Cambria
County Community College in Johnstown. He is attached to Christ the Saviour Cathedral. Father Andrew, Pani Yoanna and their son, Yusen, reside in
Seminary housing while awaiting parish assignment.
A catered luncheon was served in the Cathedral auditorium following the ordination.

Diocesan Missions Commission Holds
Initial Meeting
PERTH AMBOY, NEW JERSEY – The newly formed Diocesan Missions
Commission, established in response to renewed interest expressed at the XXI
Diocesan Council to take the message of Holy Orthodoxy into areas without
established Orthodox parishes, held their first meeting on Thursday, October
15th. The session was hosted by Protopresbyter Michael S. Rosco, Chairman
of the Commission. Also in attendance were: Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro,
Diocesan Chancellor; Pani Constance Miloro; Father Andrew Fetchina and
Donald Lauffler.
Much fruitful discussion on mission activities and evangelization took place.
An extensive study will take place throughout the country to determine which
regions and geographic areas might be best suited for the establishment of a
Diocesan mission. A manual will be prepared to assist newly organized missions, mapping out the steps that are needed to assist in their success. A
fundraising campaign will be developed so that the Diocese may be in a position over the course of several years to literally build a church in these targeted
communities. It is hoped that more information concerning the “Build It And
They Will Come” Program can be announced in the near future. Tentative
plans were also discussed for a “Missions Conference” in the spring at Camp
Nazareth.

Page 6

THE CHURCH MESSENGER

October 25, 2009

65th Annual ACRY Convention

2009-2010 National A.C.R.Y. Officers.

BINGHAMTOM, NY--The 65th Annual Convention of the National Sen- fundraiser were distributed in the following manner: $5,000 to the Diocesan
ior and Junior ACRY (American Carpatho Russian Youth) took place on Mission Fund, and $2,500 for ACRY Blessing Fund, $500 for Serbian OrLabor Day Weekend, Fri September 4 – Monday September 7, 2009 at the phanage, $1,000 to St. John the Compassionate Mission, and $1,000.00 St.
Holiday Inn in Binghamton, NY. This year’s convention was hosted by the Nicholas Home for Children, Medzilaborce Slovakia.
St. Michael’s Orthodox Church of Binghamton, NY ACRY Chapter #40. It was decided that the proceeds of the 2010 Lots of Luck Calendar will be alThose in attendance enjoyed the gracious hospitality of the Binghamton located to the Diocesan Mission Fund, The Diocesan Apostolate for Youth,
Chapter.
The Three Hierarchs Orthodox School in Pittsburgh, PA, The ACRY PubliThe Junior ACRY under the leadership of President Alex Breno, Senior Advi- cation Fund, and the Junior ACRY for their annual Fall Encounter.
sors, Amy Oblinsky and Adam Rogers and Spiritual Advisor, Very Rev. Miles Other charitable donations approved at the Convention include, $2,500.00 to
Zdinak set into motion plans to further the growth of the Jr ACRY and its Camp Nazareth, $1,000.00 to the Diocesan Apostolate of Youth, $500.00. to
outreach to the youth of the diocese.
Christ The Saviour Seminary. $500.00 to the Metropolitan Orestes Perpetual
During their convention sessions, the Jr. ACRY recapped the highlights of the Fund and $150.00 for the care of Metropolitan Orestes’ grave. The “pass the
past year with particular attention paid to the commemoration the 25th an- hat” collection was taken to benefit the victims of the recent tragic shooting
niversary of the National Jr. ACRY and the group’s trip to our diocesan mis- at the Binghamton, NY Civic Center.
sion of Saint John the Compassionate in Toronto, Ontario.
One of the most significant items of discussion was the new strategic plan for
The group also had a special workshop Sunday afternoon with Mother the ACRY. The delegates amended the by-laws of the ACRY to include the
Raphaela, the abbess of the monastery of The Holy Myrrhbearers in Otego, new ACRY Mission and Vision. In addition to the new mission and vision
New York. Mother Raphaela urged the youth to take time each day to be statements, the strategic plan called for the establishment of four subcommitalone with God in order to help foster a practical spirituality in each of their tees, Technology, Membership, Publicity and Charitable Outreach/Missions
daily lives. She also impressed upon the group how important the daily read- and the development of implementation strategies, and the articulation of annual and three to five year goals.
ing of Holy Scripture was for their spiritual development.
The Junior ACRY decided to do a special Lenten project this coming year to In ongoing efforts to reinvigorate the ACRY and increase awareness of the
benefit the Saint Nicholas Orphanage in Slovakia. The details of the project ACRY within the diocese, it was decided that the ACRY website become an
organic part of the newly redesigned diocesan website. This decision will allow
will be announced in the coming months.
The Juniors conducted their “pass the hat” collection for the assistance of the the ACRY to take advantage of all of the multi-media and technological enhancements of the diocesan website as well as its user friendly content manThree Hierarchs Eastern Orthodox
agement system which will allow the
School in Pittsburgh, which is in need
website to be quickly and easily upof a new roof for the building it now
dated.
occupies.
In the coming year, the membership
The Encounter sponsored by the Jr.
committee will be hard at work
ACRY will be held at Camp Nazareth
preparing promotional materials exon November 6-8 with all youth eight
plaining the mission and vision of the
to eighteen invited to attend. Look to
ACRY, to assist in reversing the signifthe diocesan paper and website for
icant decline in membership that has
more detaisl of this event in the near
taken place during the past several
future.
years.
Philanthropy, outreach and evangelThe delegates also decided to disconism characterized the deliberations
tinue the Miss Sr. ACRY position, to
and accomplishments of the Senior
allow the creation of a new position to
ACRY component of the national
be known as an ACRY Ambassador,
convention. Most notably, due to the
which would be open to both men
hard work and diligence of Pani Deband women. The purpose of this new
orah Zak of the Clymer, Chapter at
position would be to assist with the
Large. $10,000 was raised during the
past year. The proceeds of the Matthew Peifer turns the gavel over to Nicholas Dzubak of Holy Resurrection Church in Potomac, MD, promotion of the ACRY through parthe new president of the National Sr. A.C.R.Y.

-cont’d on page 7
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given to Chapter 33, Nesquehoning, PA, and the Sunday School Teacher of
the Year Award, to Dr. Louise Brudnak of Christ the Saviour Cathedral,
Johnstown, PA..
The newly elected SR ACRY officers include the following:

A presentation was made by Maria and Nadine Korchak and Archon Michael Kundrat on the St. Nicholas
Home for Children in Medzilaborce, Slovakia at the beginning of the Saturday afternoon business session.
-ACRY Convention, cont’d from page 6

President: Nicholas Dzubak
Vice President: Amy Oblinsky
National Secretary: Maryann Hudak
Financial Secretary: Christina Dutko
Treasurer: Debbie Samilenko
Sergeant-at-Arms: John Fedornock
Athletic Director: Sarah Sherry
Chief Auditor: Stephanie Nakonecznyj
Auditor: Alex Righetti
Auditor: Stacey Carlisle
Publicity Director: Danielle Bartko
Custodian of Properties: Donna Yarina
Junior Advisor: Matthew Dutko

ticipation in charitable/missionary activities as well as representing the ACRY
at various diocesan and parish events. The specifics of this new position will
be further developed during the course of the year by the committee appointed for this task.
Junior ACRY officers include:
Recognizing the need for the guidance
of the Holy Spirit, the convention
Alex Breno – President
took place within the context of the
Maria Korchak – Vice President
liturgical life of the Church, opening
with Liturgy on Saturday morning
Emily Tusick – Corresponding Secreconcelebrated by the Very Rev. Prototary
presbyter Peter Paproski, National
Joanna Puzakulics - Treasurer
Senior ACRY Spiritual Advisor and
Angela Sudick - Financial Secretary
Very Rev. Fr. Miles Zdinak, National
Paul Zdinak – Sergeant At Arms
JR ACRY Spiritual Advisor, and the
Very Rev. Protopresbyters James
Irene Grysiak – Publicity Director
Dutko and John Fedornock.
Charles Halapin – Auditor
Following the final business session on
Mary Korchak – Auditor
Saturday, the delegates traveled to St.
Michael’s Church for Great Vespers
The participants in this year’s 65th
which were celebrated by the Very
National Convention, were blessed
Rev. Fr. Miles Zdinak.
with the opportunity to gather toSaturday evening was spent at St.
gether as a family in Christ, to chart
Michael’s recreational center where
the future of the ACRY, and enjoy
the delegates and guests enjoyed a de- Protopresbyter Frank Miloro congratulates Christ the Saviour Cathedral parishioner, Dr. Louise Bridnak,
Christian fellowship. As The Very
licious meal served by the faithful of who received the ACRY Church School Teacher of the Year Award.
Rev. Protopresbyter Peter Paproski,
St. Michael’s Church. Following the
pointed out in his Keynote address
meal, those present participated in a
at the Sunday Evening Grand Banquet, during their time together in Bingtrivia contest. Working as a team, each table answered various trivia questions
hamton, the delegates realized that despite the challenges facing the ACRY
and participated in special contests which tested their dancing, singing and
and our diocese, there is a wonderful opportunity for revitalization and
athletic abilities. The interactive, family-friendly format of the evening progrowth on the ACRY and diocesan levels, if we are willing to “think outside
vided a wonderful opportunity for those in attendance to get to know each
of the box, and try new and creative approaches to spreading and living the
other better and enjoy good Christian fellowship.
Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
Sunday Divine Liturgy was celebrated at St. Michael’s Church in Binghamton,
For more information about the ACRY and to learn how to become a memNY by Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, Diocesan Chancellor, who
ber, visit the ACRY website at www.acrod.org/organizations/sracry.
represented His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, assisted by Very Rev. Protopresbyter James Dutko, host pastor, Very Rev. Protopresbyter Peter Paproski,
National Sr. ACRY Spiritual Advisor, Very Rev. Fr. Miles Zdinak, National
Junior ACRY Spiritual Advisor, Very Rev. Protopresbyer John Fedornock and
Very Rev. Michael Zak The choral responses to the Liturgy were beautifully
sung by the St. Michael’s Choir and the parish cantorial singers.
Other highlights of the convention weekend included presentations on the
Junior ACRY Summer Mission Trip to St. John the Compassionate Mission
in Toronto Ontario, Rusyn Culture by the Kundrat and Korchak families and
the Convention Grand Banquet, which took place on Sunday Evening..
At the Grand Banquet the following scholarships were awarded:
Freshman: Allison Tusick, Chapter #7 Ambridge
Sophomore: Alex Righetti, Chapter #7 Ambridge
Senior: Nicholas Matyas, Chapter #40 Binghamton
Metropolitan Orestes Memorial : Caitlin Righetti, Chapter #7 Ambridge
Mary Kay Wanchik Memorial: Allison Tusick, Chapter #7 Ambridge
Other presentations included the Chapter Achievement Award which was

Alex Righetti, Emily Tusik, Alison Tusik and Ileana Righetti win Best Costumes of Trivia Night.
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Holy Myrrhbearers Orthodox Mission
Celebrates Their First Divine Liturgy

October 25, 2009

Share in a Journey of Faith: Join a
2010 Mission Team!

“I am surrounded by love. It’s not the kind of love you see on TV or in the
movies, but love in its most true and simple form. It is the love that can only
come from God ... I have already found that love in abundance everywhere I
look.” - A 2009 Team member
Now is the time for you to have a Teams experience! In 2010, Teams will be
offered during more times of the year and for varying amounts of time (as few
as 9 days and as long as 3 weeks) and there will be opportunities for families
as well! Be a living witness of your Faith on a Teaching team; provide labor on
a Construction team; engage the future of our Church on a Youth team; or
take part in the holistic mission of the Church on a Health Care team. Develop
deep relationships with others, have a cultural learning experience, and live in
response to the Lord’s command to “make disciples of all nations”.
For over 20 years, Team members have proudly served through OCMC to
participate in the Holy Orthodox Church’s unending mission effort to bring
the saving message of salvation to the ends of the earth. Join the thousands of
Orthodox Christians from North America who have been witnessing to the
hope and good news of the risen Christ with the world. There will be at least
PORTSMOUTH, VA--Holy Myrrhbearers Orthodox Mission of Portsmouth, 14 opportunities to participate on a Team in 2010: Alaska - Teaching and
Virginia, celebrated their first Divine Liturgy today. The pastor of Holy Outreach; Albania - Youth camp; Guatemala - Youth camp; India - Teaching;
Myyrhbearers, the Rev. Fr. Maximus Tatum, was assisted by Seminarian Ruiari, Kenya - Teaching; Korea - Youth camp (ESL); Madagascar - Teaching; Roand Maria Murray (acting Cantor), along with their two sons and daughter, mania - Youth camp; South Africa - Teaching; Tanzania - Construction and
all of who traveled all the way from Nativity of Our Lord Orthodox Church Teaching; Uganda - Health Care and Zimbabwe - Teaching
in Manassas, VA. Several additional Orthodox families from Manassas, and Team applications and more detailed information are available online at
the local area, also came and worshipped with us. In addition, several persons http://teams.ocmc.org or you can call the OCMC at 1.877.463.6787 (ext
traveled from as far away as Florida, just to be in attendance during our first 142) for more information.
Divine Liturgy. Much to the delight of everyone, a total of 27 souls were in attendance.
Also exciting was the addition of two new members to the Orthodox Church!
Mr. Michael (Jeff ) Barbour and Mr. James (Mike) Harden were Chrismated
into the Church the day before, after spending the last several months atHis Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, takes this opportunity to extending catechism classes with Fr. Maximus. Welcome home James and
tend his most heartfelt gratitude to all the clergy and the laity who
Michael!
have offered their prayers in recent weeks during his illness.
Holy Myrrhbearers Orthodox Mission now meets each Sunday for Divine
He is also grateful for the many greetings received. Their inspiring
Liturgy in the Chapel of The Church of the Resurrection, 3501 Cedar Lane,
messages have uplifted him and given him renewed strength.
Portsmouth, Virginia. Holy Myrrhbearers serves all of the Hampton Roads,
His Eminence is responding well to treatment. Although his schedVirginia area. Divine Liturgy is served on Sundays at 1:00 pm. Please consult
ule for the remainder of the year has been curtailed by the physithe parish website at http://www.hmoc.us for a complete listing of services,
cians, nevertheless he is keeping limited office hours at the Chancery.
news, and events.
His Eminence asks for your continued prayers, and assures everyone
For more information, or if you would like to offer prayerful and/or financial
of his remembrance of you in the Liturgy.
support, please contact Fr. Maximus Tatum at 757-270-2160 or via email at
priestmaximus@gmail.com.

From the Chancery

SCOBA Hierarchs Convene
For Special Session
New York, NY - A Special Session of the Standing Conference of the Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas
(SCOBA) met on September 25, 2009 from 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., hosted by the Chairman of SCOBA, Archbishop
Demetrios of America, at the headquarters of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America in Manhattan. The session was
attended by the following Members of SCOBA: Archbishop Demetrios, Chairman (Greek Orthodox Archdiocese), Metropolitan Philip, Vice-Chairman (Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese), Metropolitan Christopher, Secretary (Serbian Orthodox Church),
Archbishop Nicolae (Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese), Metropolitan Joseph (Bulgarian Orthodox Church), Metropolitan Jonah (Orthodox Church in
America) Archbishop Antony (proxy, Ukrainian Orthodox Church) and Archpriest Alexander Abramov (Representation of the Moscow Patriarchate in the
USA). His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, who serves as Treasurer for SCOBA was unable to attend.
Also present were the General Secretary and members of the SCOBA Study and Planning Commission representing the SCOBA member Churches.
The entire discussion was focused on the documents related to the “Organization of Episcopal Assemblies” in the regions of the world that are outside the
borders of the Autocephalous Churches. These Episcopal Assemblies have been authorized by the Fourth Pre-Conciliar Pan-Orthodox Conference which
met at the Orthodox Center of Ecumenical Patriarchate in Chambésy, Switzerland from 6 - 13, June 2009. It was decided unanimously by the Hierarchs
that the first such Episcopal Assembly shall be convened during Post-Pentecost Week of 2010, which will fall in the last week of May. The likely days of
the Assembly will be May 26-27, 2010. There was also discussion as to the location of the Assembly, with a specific venue to be decided after investigation
of locales and resources.
The Hierarchs also outlined an initial staging process, combining Hierarchs of SCOBA with sub-committees, which will formulate the outline of the form
and agenda of the Assembly.
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Thinking Outside of the Box
Editors Note: Below is the Keynote Address at the Grand Banquet of the 2009 Na- Throughout the centuries, the Fathers of the Church, our Patriarchs, Bishops,
tional ACRY Convention in Binghamton, NY delivered by the Very Rev. Proto- Priests and Laity, have struggled to preserve the integrity of the Orthodox faith
presbyter Peter Paproski, National Senior ACRY Spiritual Advisor
entrusted to us by the Holy Apostles, often at great personal sacrifice. We
have not changed one iota of the teachings of Jesus Christ, and because of this
we are blessed to experience the fullness of the faith and an intimate connecany years ago in a small Indian village, a farmer had the misfortune of
tion with our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ in the Mysteries of the
owing a large sum of money to a village banker.
Church. This unbending, adherence to the Faith, has caused others outside of
The banker, who was old and ugly, fancied the farmer’s beautiful daughter. So the household of faith, to accuse the Orthodox Church of being a relic of the
he proposed a bargain.
past, of being out of step with the times. You know there is a joke that is told
He said he would forgo the farmer’s debt if he could marry his daughter. Both in some circles about us - and it goes like this.
the farmer and his daughter were horrified by the proposal.
How many Orthodox Christians does it take to change a light bulb? Does anySo the very shrewd banker suggested that they let providence decide the mat- one know the answer? The correct answer: Change?
ter.
While it is true as Orthodox that we have strong ties to the past, and are a traHe told them that he would put a black pebble and a white pebble into an ditional church, it is not true that the Orthodox Church is unchanging. Yes
empty money bag. Then the girl would have to pick one pebble from the bag. we are faithful to Holy Tradition, but not, however, in a dead or museum
1) If she picked the black pebble, she would become his wife and her father’s like perpetuation and preservation of the customs of a by-gone era, but a Living Tradition that is inspired, refreshed and renewed by the Holy Consubdebt would be forgiven.
stantial, Life-Creating and Undivided Trinity. Indeed it has been a hallmark
2) If she picked the white pebble she need not marry him and her father’s debt
of the Orthodox Church to think outside of the box, to go beyond convenwould still be forgiven.
tional wisdom, and be living icons of Christ, who knows no bounds or limi3) But if she refused to pick a pebble, her father would be thrown into Jail.
tations. The Church over the centuries has been a leader in progressive
They were standing on a pebble strewn path in the farmer’s field. As they thinking in reaching out to the humanitarian needs of the societies in which
talked, the moneylender bent over to pick up two pebbles. As he picked them it has lived. Did you know, for example, the first hospitals of the world were
up, the sharp-eyed girl noticed that he had picked up two black pebbles and started by the Church under the leadership of St. Basil the Great.
put them into the bag.
In Orthodoxy then, there has always been a dynamic tension between mainHe then asked the girl to pick a pebble from the bag. Now, imagine that you taining unbroken the traditions of the Church, and on the other hand interwere standing in the field. What would you have done if you were the girl? If acting with society in new and creative ways to reach the un-churched. And
in this struggle there have been some who have sought to turn the Church in
you had to advise her, what would you have told her?
to a museum, recreating the glory years of the Byzantine Empire or the Old
If we really think about it, there were only three possibilities:
Country, and retreating into a safe cocoon of isolation from the morally bank1. The girl should refuse to take a pebble.
rupt modern society. As tempting as this is and in so many ways as comfort2. The girl should show that there were two black pebbles in the bag and ex- able as it might be for those of us who have fond memories of the way the
pose the money-lender as a cheat. But risk his anger
Church and our Diocese used to be 40 to fifty years ago, it simply is not pos3. The girl should pick a black pebble and sacrifice herself in order to save her sible, nor is it what Christ wanted. Imagine how different things would have
been if our Patron Saints, Cyril and Methodios had refused to go out and mix
father from his debt and imprisonment.
The girl’s dilemma cannot be solved with traditional logical thinking. Think with the Pagan Slavic tribes? If this were so, we would not in all likelihood be
here this evening. Imagine for an instance if Sts Cyril and Methodios had not
of the consequences if she chooses one of these options..
thought outside of the box and insisted that we liturgize and pray in Greek?
What would you recommend to the girl to do?
If that were so, perhaps we might be here today, but we would be eating souWell, here is what she did ....
vlaki and baklava. Not that that would be too bad, mind you. The point is
The girl put her hand into the moneybag and drew out a pebble. Without however, they transmitted the unbroken Tradition, the spirit and life of the Orlooking at it, she fumbled and let it fall onto the pebble-strewn path where it thodox Faith, and interwove it into the life and experience of our ancestors,
in a way that was accessible to them.
immediately became lost among all the other pebbles.
“Oh, how clumsy of me,” she said. “But never mind, if you look into the bag It is no secret that we are now living in very difficult times. Much has changed
since last year’s convention. Who would have imagined the economic downfor the one that is left, you will be able to tell which pebble I picked.”
Since the remaining pebble is black, it must be assumed that she had picked turn that we have experienced, the many changes on the political scene in our
the white one. And since the money-lender dared not admit his dishonesty, the country, and the many struggles all of us have experienced in our personal and
girl changed what seemed an impossible situation into a very favorable out- spiritual lives?
It has been said by some that we are currently in the midst of a crisis. We hear
come.
We live in a difficult world, filled with many challenges difficult times indeed, this used in different contexts, such as an economic crisis, a moral crisis, or a
economically, politically and yes spiritually. We are faced with a lot of things personal crisis. When we hear this word, we usually associate this with a
in life that we feel are impossible. Our human reason tells us it is not possi- tragedy, with a hopeless situation.
ble, change is not possible, growth is a foregone conclusion. This may lead us Yet if we study this word closely, we learn that the word crisis comes from the
to despair or depression. While these situations in life may be very real, these Greek word krisis, which means a turning point.
crisis real, we must never forget: nothing in life is impossible when God is in With this understanding in mind, let me propose to you that our Church, our
the equation. Did we not hear in the Gospel reading for last Sunday, those Diocese, and by extension, the ACRY, is experiencing a crisis. Now just what
whose church’s observe the Julian Calendar, that when the Apostles asked our do I mean by this? Let me see a show of hands of how many people attended
Lord, who could be saved, His answer was “With men this is impossible, but our recent Diocesan Sobor in South Bound Brook, this past July. Those of
with God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26).
us who attended heard first-hand some sobering statistics of the overall deWe need a living faith in God during especially difficult times to, in the words cline in Diocesan and parish membership, and the need for increased funding
of St. Paul, “walk by faith and not by sight.” Great things happen to those of the Diocesan administration and ministries. Yet despite these difficult chalwho love the Lord, who keep their hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Those lenges that we discussed, there was a pervading sense of optimism and hope
who live in a different realm, those who are able to, if you excuse the expres- that came about from some fruitful discussions that were undoubtedly insion, think outside of the box, like that young woman in the story I just told spired by the Holy Spirit.
you about.
It became clear to all of us as we worked, prayed and labored together, that we
This woman had a big problem a huge dilemma; no matter what way she had reached a critical turning point. During our time together we were apturned, according to human logic, she was doomed. If she drew a pebble out prised of the wonderful missionary work that is being undertaken in the Dioof the bag, it would be a black pebble and she would have to marry the bad cese, in fact since the Sobor two new mission parishes have been established.
man. If she refused to choose a pebble her father would have been imprisoned. St. Nicholas Mission in Murphy, NC, recently celebrated its first liturgy in a
Instead she looked outside of conventional thinking--she stared impossible in completely rural area, far away from any other Orthodox Church with over 20
people in attendance. We also heard about the remarkable work that St. John
the face and low and behold her greatest hope became possible.

M

As Orthodox Christians we pride ourselves on being faithful to Holy Tradition.

-cont’d on page 12
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NORTH ROYALTON, OH--On the Sunday following the Feast Day of St.
Ephrosynus the Cook, the ladies of the Christ the Saviour Parish in North
Royalton, Ohio held a small Bake Sale in honor of this great man of God. All
items contained apples in memory of the vision with apples associated with St.
Ephrosynus. The entire proceeds from this sale were sent to our St. John the
Compassionate Mission in Toronto, Canada. Shown in the photo is Gloria
Zabala, church Treasurer, giving the check to Father David Smoley, the parish’s
Interim Pastor, so he could forward it to the Mission.

JOHNSTOWN, PA--Pictured with His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas,
are faculty and students at the beginning of the fall term at Christ the Saviour
Seminary. 1st row, (l to r) Protopresbyter Kenneth Bachofsky, Protopresbyter
Frank P. Miloro, Very Rev. James Gleason, Fr. Nicholas Ferencz and Very Rev.
Jonathan Tobias. 2nd row (l to r) Mr. John Mavrodis, Sem. Christopher
Greenhill, Sem. David Mastroberte, Sem. John Bannon, Sem. Joseph Gingrich, Sem. Gregory Robel, and Very Rev. Miles P. Zdinak.

NORTH ROYALTON, OH--The beautiful church edifice of the Christ the
Saviour American Orthodox Church in North Royalton, Ohio. The church
is located at 10000 State Road and is only 20 minujtes away from downtown
Cleveland. Visitors to the area are always welcome and the Sunday Divine
Liturgy takes place at 10 a.m.
DANBURY, CT--A Camp Nazareth Reunion was hosted by Holy Trinity Orthodox Church in Danbury, CT on Sunday, October 11, 2009. Those who
attended enjoyed a beautiful Fall afternoon in Christian Fellowship. Pastor of
Holy Trinity Church is Protopresbyter Lujke Mihaly.

JOHNSTOWN, PA--On Saturday October 10, 2009, Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank and Pani Constance Miloro, along with Deacon Gaius and Yoanna MANVILLE, NJ--Fr. Matthew Moriak addresses his sermon to the Sunday
Gromm led a group of Cathedral Youth on a trip to Weakland Farms for a School children of Holy Ghost Church at the start of the 2009-2010 school
Fall Hay Ride and Outing. A total of 32 youth and adults were in attendance. year.
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-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

law? Church law, the Canons, differ from civil law in that “the original source
of canon law is found in the will of God to establish His Church on earth.
Consequently, the source of its authority stems from the will of God. Furthermore, the Church’s law differs from secular law in purpose (humanity’s
salvation,), time (extending beyond this life into the next), scope (including
one’s conscience) and place (the universal Church).
If these canons are the “will of God” within the Church how do we integrate
them into today’s Church realizing that some are either not applicable or impractical (we have to be very careful with this second term “impractical” should
not be equated with inconvenient). First of let’s state that all canons as original established were absolutely valid as practical aids which expressed doctrinal truths as some point in history. However, “Some of these aids have outlived
the purpose for which they were originally intended, they are conditioned by
time. This, of course, cannot be said of all the canons, since there are many
which express doctrine as clearly today as when they were first adopted by the
Church.” So trying to put it in a pragmatic manner those canons which both
reflect the practicality of the Church and express the doctrinal truths of the
Church should be followed.” Many time, however, the following erroneous
opinion is expressed, “Father, those canons were written a long time ago, we
can’t follow them today” or even more erroneously, “those are rules written by
men and don’t apply to me today.” We want to “throw the baby our with the
bath water” We generalize that if some canons are not applicable today that all
of them are not applicable. Or that we can pick an choose which ones are convenient. Neither of these is true. We must be very discerning in following these
canons. First we must know what they are. Secondly we must use and apply
them even if they are inconvenient. Maybe most importantly we should not
let “worldly things” determine their applicability. Lastly let us discuss another
term that we seem to use freely for our rationalization and application of a
liberal viewpoint of the big “T”, “Ekonomia” or economy. What is economy
in the Church? “The abolition of the letter of the law by the spirit of the law
has led to the institution of “economy,” exercised in nonessential matters.
Through ‘economy,’ which is always the exception to the general rule, the legal
consequences following the violation of the law are lifted.”
However, economy is not something to be applied at random or arbitrarily.
“First and foremost, exception from a law which has been endowed with universal recognition and validity is not possible.” In other words it cannot used
to used to release one from the essentials of the Church.
Again here we see those who have no authority to do so use “ekonomia” to justify their abrogation of the big “T”‘s. The use of economy “is governed by defined guidelines which must be strictly adhered to by the competent
ecclesiastical authority granting them.” Again from the top down not from
the bottom up.
In conclusion let us reiterate that the Church has both big T’s and little t’s and
the line between them is not so distinct as we might believe. The make up of
these within the Church is like a 1000 piece puzzle. The main image of the
puzzle is in the middle while the outer edges are the usually the back round
and embellishments. Yes we can remove some pieces from the edges without
changing the essentials (dogmatical traditions) but is the puzzles still complete. How much of the perimeter can we remove? How far can we takes pieces
away towards the middle of the puzzle before we make it unrecognizable or destroy its image completely. Yes “ give me that old time religion, it was good
enough for my fathers so it is good enough for me.”
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IOCC Delivers Emergency Supplies to
Typhoon-Battered Philippines

Filipino children wade through knee-deep mud in Monralban, Philippines following Typhoon Ketsana.
IOCC is coordinating the delivery of hygiene kits for 3,300 survivors in the Northern Luzon area and
working with the Orthodox Church to provide medicine, food and clothing to 500 survivors in the Manila
area. (Photo credit: ALANAH M. TORRALBA/epa/Corbis)

BALTIMORE, MD. (IOCC) — International Orthodox Christian Charities
(IOCC) is coordinating the delivery of hygiene kits that will assist over 3,000
survivors of Typhoons Ketsana and Parma, which struck the Philippines in
late September. The subsequent floods and mudslides killed hundreds and an
estimated 2.5 million people are either homeless or in need of emergency aid.
This latest effort by IOCC is part of its response to a series of natural disasters – multiple typhoons, earthquakes and a tsunami – that recently hit Southeast Asia and the Pacific Islands. Whole communities have been destroyed
with thousands killed or injured and millions left homeless in the wake of the
destruction.
Heart to Heart International (HHI), a medical humanitarian organization, is
providing the hygiene kits and shipping them through their partnership with
FedEx. Lutheran World Relief (LWR) will receive the kits in the Philippines
and distribute them in the Northern Luzon area, giving priority to families
headed by women.
IOCC is also working through the Orthodox Church in the hard-hit province
of Rizal to deliver emergency supplies to victims. IOCC has provided enough
food, clothing and medicines to assist nearly 500 survivors through the relief
efforts of the Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox Church in Manila.
You can help the victims of disasters around the world, like the Asia Pacific
Disasters, by making a financial gift to the IOCC International Emergency Response Fund, which will provide immediate relief as well as long-term support through the provision of emergency aid, recovery assistance and other
support to help those in need. To make a gift, please visit www.iocc.org, call
toll free at 1-877-803-IOCC (4622), or mail a check or money order payable
to IOCC, P.O. Box 630225, Baltimore, Md. 21263-0225.

Fr. Peter Benyo

ENCLOSED IS MY CONTRIBUTION TO THE
DIOCESAN DONORS FUND FOR THE YEAR 2009:
Name: ________________________________
Address: _______________________________
City: ____________ State: _____ Zip: _______
Parish: ________________________________
Please make all checks payable to “2009 Distinguished Diocesan
Donors,” & send to:
Office of the Diocesan Treasurer
Diocesan Administration Building
312 Garfield
Johnstown, PA 15906

Residents push their makeshift rafts loaded with their belongings in the town of San Pedro, Laguna
province south of Manila on September 30, 2009 as they scramble to leave their flooded houses in anticipation of another tropical storm. (photo credit: TED ALJIBE AFP/Getty Images)
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the Compassionate Mission is doing for the poor of Toronto Canada. We
heard an informative presentation about Christian Stewardship and sacrificial
giving, which has the potential to allow us to fully fund missionary and outreach ministries to build up our God-Saved Diocese. We did something that
never ever happened before: we did not conclude the Sobor, but merely adjourned it for a year so we can get back together again to further discuss mission and evangelization and Christian stewardship.
At the Sobor, we also learned about our new Diocesan website, and the cutting edge technology it has leveraged for educating, nurturing and encouraging the spiritual growth of the faithful of the Diocese and those seeking the
truth of Holy Orthodoxy. And just a few weeks ago, His Eminence established
two new Diocesan commissions for Mission and Evangelization and Christian Stewardship to build upon the fruitful discussions and enthusiasm that
was displayed at the Sobor. I encourage all of you to go to our Diocesan website and listen to the excellent presentations at the Sobor, which are posted in
the multi-media section. Thus what one might perceive as hopeless as unchangeable, we as a Diocese at this sobor, saw otherwise and recognize this
crisis as being an opportunity for growth and renewal.
We have gathered here this weekend in the city of Binghamton, as the family
of the ACRY to address a similar crisis. It is no secret that we have experienced
a similar, and proportionally a greater decline in membership in the ACRY.
Our faithful ACRY members and especially those of you here this evening,
are also the faithful parish council officers, church school teachers, workers,
builders and movers and shakers of our parishes. You are to be commended for
your love and devotion to our Lord and His Holy Church.
Our organization is declining in numbers for many reasons, the chief of which
is that the faithful of our parish are feeling overwhelmed, hurried and overscheduled. The Church, which was once the center of their cultural, social and
spiritual lives, has been overshadowed by the more immediate and pressing
concerns of daily life out in the suburbs, miles away from the church- that
once was a stone’s throw away from most parishioners’ homes.
This reality is sobering, discouraging and perhaps depressing, and no amount
of wishful thinking will magically change it. We find ourselves then in a
quandary, much like the pretty young girl who was backed into the corner,
knowing according to conventional thinking, there was no way out. The answer, my dear friends is to think outside of the box, to adapt to the situation
at hand, as our Patron Saints Cyril and Methodios did so many years ago in
evangelizing our forefathers.
As I stand here this evening, I am hopeful for the future of the ACRY.
Throughout its history, the ACRY has been a leader in thinking outside of the
box, of jumping on the bandwagon of supporting the Diocese and any positive initiative to further its growth and vitality. I am pleased that over the past
few years, we have taken a good hard and honest look at the ACRY and ourselves and have committed ourselves to a new vision. We understand that our
purpose is the same as it always has been, to perpetuate the spiritual heritage
of our Faith, and inspire love of our God and our Church. We have, however,
come to realize that we must fulfill this purpose in a new way. We know that
we must not be afraid of change and doing things a bit differently, for in the
words of Albert Einstein, the definition of insanity is doing the same thing
over and over again and expecting different results. It just doesn’t work.
We have through our self-study process discerned that the ACRY is ...an Orthodox Christian family fellowship dedicated to the purpose of encouraging spiritual growth through charitable and apostolic missionary works, prayer and

Father Jeff Zias on the falling
asleep of his father, +HARRY
ZIAS.
Pani Jean Hutnyan on the
falling asleep of her father,
+IGNAC DEREVJANIK

Eternal Memory!
fellowship for the Glory of God and the building up of the Church and our Diocese.
It is providential that the ACRY has understood and articulated with clarity
its mission and purpose in this manner. It has been my experience as a parish
priest of more than 15 years, that our faithful are seeking opportunities to put
flesh on their faith, and to live it in new and challenging ways. We have witnessed an increased interest and participation over the past few years of several
ACRY members in missionary work, such as Jonathan Bannon who travelled
to Greece and Rachel Pribish, Alex Breno, Angela Sudick, Katherine Stienstra
and Tim and Daniel Paproski who assisted at St. John the Compassionate Mission in Toronto. The fruit of their labors has been a strengthened commitment to Christ, the Faith and the ACRY.
We have a great opportunity this year to grow the ACRY like never before, if
we continue to think outside of the box. The work of our membership and
technology commissions will be crucial to the renewal and growth of the
ACRY. Their task is much like that of our forefathers Sts Cyril and Methodios, to spread the good news of the Kingdom of God as lived in the ACRY, in
a manner that is decidedly fresh and new, yet captures the unchanging, inner
spirit of the ACRY that we sing about in the ACRY March. It must also inspire those not only of Carpatho-Russian descent or our established parishes
but also, our new mission parishes, to want to become part of our spiritual fellowship, to want to be more actively involved in the life of this Diocese. I
cannot overemphasize how important it is that the work of these committees
be diligently and expeditiously carried out.
With this thought in mind, I believe that it is providential that we as the Diocese, as parishes and the ACRY find ourselves in the midst of a crisis, and a
turning point, and collectively we realize that we have been given a golden opportunity to nurture and strengthen one-another.
At our recent Sobor, we recommitted ourselves to spiritual growth, mission
and evangelization and have taken concrete steps to move this from merely an
idea to a reality, taking a decidedly new and fresh approach to an ancient task.
We here at the ACRY have recommitted ourselves to the same. I foresee great
opportunities for collaboration between the ACRY and the mission, evangelization and stewardship initiatives in the Diocese. The ACRY as always, I am
confident, will rise to the challenge and in the spirit of our Patron Saints, Cyril
and Methodios will be a motivating force for the active participation of our
Diocesan faithful in these holy works, challenging one another to move Forever Forward and Heavenward.

Diocesan Commissions Meet in Johnstown
JOHNSTOWN, PA--Two diocesan
commissions met at the Chancery at
the end of October. On Monday, October 19, a day-long infotech session
for the Diocesan Information and
Technology Commission was conducted by Protopresbyter Peter Paproski,
diocesan
webmaster.
Participants included Protopresbyter
Frank P.Miloro, Very Rev. Robert Prepelka, Very Rev. Miles Zdinak, Deacon Stephen Hall, Deacon Michael
Rustick, and Christ the Saviour Seminarians. Father Paproski presented an
overview of the diocese’s new website
ministry, which marked its second
month usage that day. The day-long
program centered around how the

new site can assist our ministries. At
the day’s end, His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, joined by Father Paproski, spoke in a live broadcast at 7
PM from the Cathedral. The fifteen
minute presentation is archived and
can be viewed at acrod.org.
On Tuesday, October 20, the Diaconal Commission met with His Eminence at the Chancery. Members
include Protopresbyter Frank P.
Miloro, Father Nicholas Ferencz, Very
Rev. Robert Prepelka, Very Rev. Dr.
Edward Pehanich, and Protodeacon
John S. Youhas. A re-styled diaconal
program was studied, with implementation scheduled for the 2010-2011
academic year.

