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HUNDREDS ATTEND ANNUAL SUMMER PILGRIMAGE
AT CAMP NAZARETH

MERCER, PENNSYLVANIA - On the weekend of August 15-17, faithful
from throughout the Diocese traveled through the mountains of Western
Pennsylvania to Sts. Cyril and Methodios Church at Camp Nazareth. Heeding the call of His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, to participate in a spiritually transfiguring weekend of prayer and Christian fellowship, the pilgrims
retreated from the world and immersed themselves in prayer and communion
with our Savior. The pilgrimage allowed the faithful to participate in the
forefeasts of two Great Feast Days of the Church: The Transfiguration of Our
Lord and The Dormition of the Mother of God. Those in attendance were
blessed to experience the profound peace and joy that the apostles experienced
while on Mount Tabor, and the hope of the universal resurrection through the
death and the bodily assumption into heaven of the Mother of God.

new ways.
The Summer Pilgrimage is just that: a journey to a holy place. This journey
began at our Saints Cyril and Methodios Church and from this holy church
we began our ascent. As with all journeys, certain preparations were in order.
On Friday evening the assembled youth sung the hymns of Vespers which was
served by the Reverend Fr. Andrew Fetchina. After a meal in the Camp Lodge,
the pilgrims gathered again under the porch of the church for a few words of
spiritual encouragement. The evening came to a close with the youth participating in the reading of the evening service of Compline which was served by
the Very Reverend Peter Paproski and an opportunity to approach the Sacrament of Confession.
Saturday began with some anticipation; the past evening’s services were to
begin our preparation for a trip to the Monastery of the Holy Transfiguration
Youth Activities in Ellwood City. The youth sang the responses to the Divine Liturgy which
was served by the Very Reverend Miles Zdinak and after breakfast everyone
he Pilgrimage began with the arrival of our Diocesan youth Friday afterboarded a specially charted bus for the Monastery. At the Monastery we were
noon. As has been the custom the past three years, the Annual Summer
given a tour and a talk about monastic life and the life of the Monastery’s
Pilgrimage included special youth activities on Friday evening and Saturday.
founder, Mother Alexandra, who was formally Princess Ilena of Romania. We
Each year, youth arrive prior to the main liturgical celebrations in order to
completed our pilgrimage to the monastery in the cemetery where we all gathparticipate in and explore the depth of their Orthodox Faith. Events are
ered to sing a Panachida for Mother Alexandra of blessed memory. Before deplanned to challenge them to pray, contemplate and experience their faith in
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God is not a “9-1-1” Operator!

O

nce again, our nation has felt
the effects of another natural
disaster as Hurricane Ike struck along
the east coast of Texas, doing a
tremendous amount of damage to the
cities of Galveston and Houston.
While the loss of lives was, thankfully,
minimal, the loss of property and the
loss of power from the wind and rain
were enormous. It will be several
weeks—perhaps
months—until
things are back to normal in that region. Catastrophic events like this
tend to bring out the best in most
people, and Hurricane Ike was no exception. Police, firefighters and other
emergency workers labored around
the clock to give assistance wherever
needed. State and local government
officials also worked non-stop to
monitor dangerous situations as they
did their best to keep the public informed of what was going on with the
storm. Media members literally risked
their lives to cover Hurricane Ike and
its aftermath. Yes, there are always
plenty of heroes in trying times such
as these.
And then…there is Ray Wilkinson.

Ray is a 67 year old ex-Marine—a
colon cancer survivor who lives in the
small Texas town of Surfside Beach.
There are 805 residents of Surfside
Beach, living in some 350 homes. As
the name implies, Surfside Beach is
right on the coast, so an evacuation
order rightly went out. 804 residents
of Surfside Beach heeded the warning. Ray Wilkinson did not! He
would later say that by the time he decided that perhaps he should leave,
everyone else was gone, and since he
didn’t have a car, he simply decided to
ride out the storm. So he sat on his
second story porch with his two dogs
and a case of beer and watched as the
flood waters carried away the furniture from the first floor of his home.
He watched cars float by and trees
float by and a variety of other debris
float by. But even though nearly 100
homes suffered severe damage in Surfside Beach, Ray Wilkinson’s home—
as well as Ray—survived the worst
that Ike could throw at them! When
Ray’s story got out the next day, he
was somewhat of a local celebrity. Reporters naturally wanted to talk to
-cont’d on page 12
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The Cross Preserves Us

L

ike so many of the Orthodox
churches in our Diocese, a Cross
stands in our front yard. Our church
office is situated in such a way that as
I work at my desk, I face a window
which looks out over the small front
yard and the Cross. From my vantage
point I am able to glance at the world
as it passes by the Cross day after day.
Sometimes I wonder if anyone notices
the Cross, the symbol of the salvation
of the world. Does anyone remember
the stories they learned in Sunday
school? Do they remember when
Moses raised his arms in the form of
a cross during battle and gave strength
to the Israelites over Amalekites. Does
anyone remember that Jacob blessed
his grandsons with his hands in the
form of a Cross? Certainly someone
remembers our Lord Who saved us
and gave us victory over death when
“He humbled Himself and became
obedient unto death, even the death
of the Cross.” (Phil. 2:8).
At this time of the year, my pondering
about the state of humanity and the
Cross on the front yard often occupies
more and more of my thoughts. The
celebration of the Elevation of the
Cross in September is approaching; I
remember that the hymns of the vesper’s service need to be reviewed and
my selection of reading material begins to focus more on the subject of
the Cross since a homily will soon be
prepared. The office shelves are filled
with text books from seminary classes
just for this purpose; their page corners folded back or marked with random bits of paper for future reference,
this was done years ago in anticipation of this moment. As I gaze over
the books, I recall somewhere a story
about Saint Anthony the Great and
how he would ward off demons with
the sign of the Cross. A textbook on
Church History is carefully marked at
the point where Emperor Constantine witnesses the cross in the sky and
he is convinced to put an end to the
persecution of Christians. There is
Alexander Solzhenitsyn’s The Gulag
Archipelago gathering dust, somewhere in its pages, in the story of his
imprisonment in the those infamous
Soviet labor camps, he recalls that

when he had all but given up hope he
was refreshed and given the strength
to continue when a fellow prisoner
traced the form of the Cross at his
feet. A picture is worth a thousands
words!
I also begin to think about our lives
together in the Church. I think about
how our children and their Godparents are led around the baptismal font
in procession, their first steps being
led by the Cross. I remember the inscription on the back of a Russian
Baptismal Cross “Save and Protect.” I
remember the celebration of Theophany when the Cross is placed in the
water and the water is sanctified. I remember blessing so many homes with
Crosses by their doors and over the
parent’s and children’s beds. Yes, certainly we do remember the Cross and
the love our Savior gave to us. It is
obvious that we do remember; the
Cross is in our homes, it is on our
breasts, in our cars. But what about
the rest of the world--does it remember?
Instead of just glancing out across the
yard at the Cross and those passing
by, I took the time to observe, to
study and to reflect on all the times
someone stopped to pray. Our Cross
faces a busy street; and sure enough,
in the heat of the morning rush, I
have witnessed people turning their
heads and making the sign of the
Cross, they do remember! I recall one
Thanksgiving morning, looking out
and seeing a man walking by; he
stopped, removed his hat and fell to
his knees, he remained there a moment in prayer and then continued
on his way. Young mothers, pushing
baby carriages, on occasion turn and
bow, some cross themselves; they remember too. The more closely I
watch, the more I see. The world does
indeed remember but it is also apparent the world is so much in need of
the Cross. The Cross is a symbol of
victory, it is a mighty weapon against
our adversary, it is a comfort to those
who morn and the joy of all those
who have chosen to fight the good
fight. Let us remember the power of
the Cross when we look down at our
-cont’d on page 12
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A Highlight of this year’s Pilgrimage was the presentation of a reliquary with the relics of twelve Saints to Saints Cyril and Methodios Church
by His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas. This reliquary was donated by Lois Erhard of Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church of Potomac, Maryland and carried into the church by four Diocesan teenagers as pictured above.
-Pilgrimage, cont’d from page 1

parting, the monastic community gathered with us
to remember the day with pictures and they generously offered us cool refreshments before our journey back to Camp Nazareth.

Great Vespers

A

Resurrection Orthodox Church of Potomac, Maryland. The sacred vessel contains the relics of the following saints: The Great Martyr and Healer
Panteleimon, Saint Herman of Alaska, Holy Martyrs of the Monastery of Sinai and Raithu, The
Martyr Theophylactus, the Defender of Icons; The
Holy New Martyrs Elizabeth and Her Cell-Attendant Barbara; Holy Great Martyr Barbara; The
Holy Wonderworker Nicholas, Bishop of Myra in
Lycia; St Athanasius the Great; St. Joseph the Betrothed and The Holy Righteous Ancestors of our
Lord, Joachim and Anna.
The Liturgy began with the intonation of “Blessed
is the Kingdom” by Protopresbyter Stephen Dutko,
the senior priest of the Diocese. Also concelebrating with His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas
were Protopresbyters Kenneth Bachofsky, James
Dutko and Michael Polanichka, and the Rev. Fr.
Andrew Fetchina. They were assisted by the Protodeacons John Youhas and Emil Gulick and Deacon Robert Conjelko. The responses were
beautifully rendered by the choir of St. Nicholas
Orthodox Church in Homestead, PA under the direction of Reader Andrew Talarovich. The Epistle
was read by David Dutko of Binghamton, NY.

s the sun began to set on Saturday evening, the
youth were joined by their elder pilgrims at
Great Vespers, which was presided over by His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas. Assisting His Eminence were: the Very Rev. Protopresbyters Michael
Polanichka, Kenneth Bachofsky and James Dutko;
the Very Rev Fathers Robert Buczak, Jonathan Tobias and Robert Prepelka and Protodeacon John
Youhas. Much to the delight of the arriving pilgrims, the youth were tasked with leading the Plain
Chant Vespers responses. The beauty and intensity
of their singing was an inspiration to their parents
and elders and a tribute to their deep spiritual life
and active involvement in the life of their home
parishes.
At the conclusion of Great Vespers, His Eminence,
Metropolitan Nicholas presented on behalf of Mrs.
Eleanor Dussling of St. John the Baptist Parish in
Ambridge, PA, a miraculous Icon of the Mother of
Archpastoral Homily
God - Panagia Odigitria (The Directress) to the
camp church. This icon was obtained by Mrs. Dusn his homily, Metropolitan Nicholas spoke about
sling from a monastery in Greece. After being
the incredible ministry of St. Paul the Apostle,
blessed in July of 1988 with the tears of the weep- whose 2000th anniversary of repose is commemoing icon of Our Lady of Chicago, this icon also rated this year in the Church. Reflecting on the
miraculously shed tears. After venerating the wonderworking icon, the clergy and faithful processed
to the church porch where Marian hymns were
sung at the Epitaphios of the Mother of God. Before retiring for the evening, the youth gathered
around a campfire and enjoyed one another’s
singing. As the fire dimmed, the youth on their
own accord finished the evening by singing some
of the hymns they had learned and practiced earlier
in the day.

I
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spiritual darkness of the present world and the economic and spiritual struggles that the Body of
Christ is now experiencing, His Eminence challenged those present not to despair but to rely on
the power of Christ. “Saint Paul, in his triumphal
Apostolic Vision, knew that ‘all things work
together for good to those who love God, to those
who are called according to His purpose’ (Romans
8.28). It is time, today, that we know this truth a lot
better than we do, for too often, we modern Orthodox are caught lurking in the shadows of doubt,
of defeat, of self-pity and fear. We need to look to
the Jesus Christ, the Author and Finisher of our
faith (Hebrews 12.2). We need to look away from
the storm and the rising waters, and like Peter we
need to call out to the Master Who rules the wind
and the wave, Who walks upon the sea and says
‘Peace, be still’ (Mark 4.39). We have been wasting
time in too much doubt. We need to recover our
confidence in the robustness and tenacity of Holy
Tradition. The Orthodox Church will never fade
in the modern world. It will grow in this Godblessed nation, no matter who wins the election this
Fall. The Orthodox Church will survive and thrive
through heresies, scandals and political mudwrestling. Orthodoxy will continue afresh, despite
new Soviet invasions and Chinese imperialism. Orthodoxy will succeed, even as times change. Orthodoxy struggles, but indeed, as the Body of
Christ, it is always on the rise. Saint Paul not only
tells us that it was worth all the struggle and hardship. He also tells us to join him in this same struggle. He tells us to grow up, to become mature, and
to abandon the immaturity, the weakness, the
childishness of a small-minded, complaining and
whining religiosity.”

Pilgrimage Conclusion

F

ollowing Divine Liturgy and the blessing of
flowers, the faithful enjoyed a delicious luncheon prepared by the Camp Nazareth Staff in the
Dining Hall and on the beautiful camp grounds.
The day concluded with the celebration of the
Paraklis Service in honor of the Mother of God.
The pilgrims departed for home strengthened in
body and soul, determined in the words of St. Paul
to “fight the good fight and finish the course” (2
Timothy 4:17) praying that the Lord, “…through
the prayers of the Birth-giver-of God will let (His)
Everlasting light shine upon us sinners” (Tropar for
Transfiguration).

Hierarchical Liturgy

S

unday morning dawned bright and clear, allowing the nearly 200 pilgrims an easy journey
to Camp Nazareth. His Eminence, Metropolitan
Nicholas, upon arriving at Sts. Cyril and Methodios Church, was greeted by Fr. Michael Ellis with
the traditional gifts of bread and salt and the hand
cross. Prior to the start of Divine Liturgy a newly
donated reliquary was carried to the center of the
church in procession by four teenage pilgrims,
where it was received by Metropolitan Nicholas.
This reliquary was donated by Lois Erhard of Holy

At the conclusion of Great Vespers, Metropolitan Nicholas presented the Saints Cyril and Methodios Church with a Miraculous Icon of the
Mother of God--Panagia Odigitrias (The Directress). This icon, which was obtained by Mrs. Eleanor Dussling of St. John the Baptist Parish
in Ambridge, PA from a monastery in Greece, miraculously shed tears in July of 1988. It was Mrs. Dussling’s desire that the icon be enshrined
in the Saints Cyril and Methodios Church at Camp Nazareth.
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The Feast of the Exaltation of the
Holy Cross
For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God” (I Corinthians 1:18).

E

very September 14th the Orthodox Church celebrates the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. In a solemn ceremony, the Cross is brought
forth at Vespers and placed for veneration in the center of the Church. We
sing the familiar words, “Your Cross we adore, O Master, and Your Holy Resurrection we glorify.”
The Synaxarion (the semi-liturgical book
that explains the meanings of the Feasts of
the Church), tells us that the Feast of the
Holy Cross commemorates several events,
the first of which was the discovery of the
true Cross by the Empress, St. Helena, the
Mother of Constantine the Great, the first
Roman Emperor who embraced the Christian faith.
Today, in the Church of the Holy Resurrection in Jerusalem, there is a chapel that
marks the place where the Holy Cross was
discovered by St. Helena. Scholars were
wont to dismiss the whole story of St. Helena and her excavations in the Holy Land
until recently. Carsten Peter Theide and
Matthew D’Ancona in their book, The
Quest for the True Cross, bring forth strong
evidence that the visit of St. Helena to the
Holy Land in the late 320’s should not be
regarded as simply a pious legend. Indeed,
their examination of linguistic and scribal
artifacts taken from the ground of the Titulus and the title board of the Cross as preserved in the chapel of St. Helena in Rome,
indicates that this may be the actual title
board of the Cross that Helena brought
back with her from Jerusalem and not some
Medieval fake.
This Feast also commemorates the recovery of the true Cross from the Persians
by the Emperor Heraclios in 628 A.D. The Persians, in their conquest of
Jerusalem, took this most valuable relic from the Church of the Resurrection.
Upon its recovery, the Cross was taken back to Jerusalem and enshrined again
in the Church of the Resurrection. This is the event depicted in the icon of the
Feast of the Exaltation.
Heraclios, apparently feeling that the Cross was still exposed to danger in
Jerusalem or desiring to have it closer to the center of the Empire, took it to
Constantinople in 633 A.D. With the presence of the Holy Cross in Constantinople the Feast of the Exaltation took on a national character, much like
Thanksgiving in American culture. It was the Feast upon which the faithful
asked God to bless the Emperor and the Empire. In fact, the original words
of the Festal troparia allude to this. Although we have modified the words to
the tropar (“O Lord save Your people and bless Your inheritance, grant victories to Orthodox Christians over their adversaries and protect Your people
with your Cross”), the original words were “grant victories to our Emperor
over the barbarians.” These original words were reinstated by the Greek
Church after the Nazi invasion of WWII.

September 28, 2008

Eventually, the relics of the true Cross were lost in the vicissitudes of time and
history. Apparently, the Cross was divided into fragments, portions of which
are extant in various Churches but the majority of these relics have disappeared, save for the title board mentioned above, which, if authentic, is still in
Rome.
The date of the Feast of the Holy Cross is September 14th. (This is September
27th on the Old Calendar.) This was the day after the consecration of the
Church of the Holy Resurrection (which Western Christians call the Church
of the Holy Sepulcher) in 335 A.D. It was at this time that the Cross was enshrined in the Church as its new home.
The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, like many Feasts of the Church,
originated in the Patriarchate of Jerusalem and eventually spread to the entire
Church.
Although the Tradition surrounding this Feast associates it with the discovery
and recovery of the Cross of the Lord, its actual origins may go back further
in time than those events.
The Feast of the Holy Cross, according to some liturgical scholars, has its real
origin in the Jewish “High Holyday” of Yom Kippur – the Day of Atonement.
It is interesting to note that this Jewish feast day falls on, or very near, the Julian Calendar’s date for the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.
This holy day was and still is one of the most important on the Jewish calendar. It was on this day that the High Priest entered the Holy of Holies in the
Jerusalem Temple to offer expiation for the sins of the people. It was on the
day of Yom Kippur that Zechariah, while in the Holy of Holies serving as the
High Priest, experienced the vision of the Archangel Gabriel who announced
that he was to be the father of John the Baptist. The Day of Atonement must
have been an important observance for the first Christians, who continued to
worship in the Temple according the book of Acts.
In fact, the Letter to the Hebrews may have
been written to counteract those Jewish
Christians who continued to observe Yom
Kippur. The author seeks to instruct his
readers that Jesus Himself is the true High
Priest and that His Sacrifice on the Cross
endures as the one true expiation of sin of
which Yom Kippur was only a sign.
It may be that the Jerusalem Church
sought to give a spiritual reinterpretation to
the Day of Atonement, dedicating it to the
Sacrifice of Christ on the Cross. It would
then have been only natural to remember
the discovery of the Cross by St. Helena on
this day.
Although the early Church used many
symbols, such as the fish and the image of
the phoenix, the predominant and probably the earliest Christian symbol was the
Cross. In the House of the Bicentenary at
Herculaneum, destroyed with the city of
Pompeii in 79 A.D., is preserved a bookcase with a relief where a Cross may have
been fixed.
In the city of Rome is preserved a blasphemous graffito. It depicts a man worshiping
a crucified man who has been given the
head of a donkey. Crudely scratched under
it are the words “ALEXAMENOS SEBETE THEON,” that is, “Alexamenos
worships his god.” (For those interested in such things the word “sebete” is misspelled – just as modern graffiti artists are wont to do! It should read “sebetai”
but since the “e” and “ai” were pronounced the same then as they are in modern Greek today, it was an easy mistake to make.)
A word of explanation is in order here. Many Romans believed that before the
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem in 70 A.D., the “Holy of Holies” contained the head of a donkey that the Jews worshiped (in fact, it was empty).
The author of this graffito may have been of the impression that Christians,
having developed out of Judaism, did the same thing. Or it may have simply
been his way of stating his belief that the teaching of Christ was, well, “asinine.”
In either case, it proves that the symbol of the Cross was accepted by the pagan
public as the sign of Christianity long before the time of Constantine. It was
well known that Christians prayed before it and venerated it.
As we celebrate the Exaltation of the Cross, let us beseech the Lord to grant
us victory through the Cross over all of those forces, those “barbarians,” both
in the world around us and within us who seek to destroy us.
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64TH ANNUAL ACRY CONVENTION HOSTED BY
ELIZABETH CHAPTER #34

2008-2009 National Junior and Senior A.C.R.Y. Officers.

WOODBRIDGE, NEW JERSEY - The 64th Annual Convention of the National Senior and Junior ACRY (American Carpatho Russian Youth) took
place on Labor Day Weekend, Friday, August 29 – Monday, September 1,
2008 at the Hampton Inn in Woodbridge, NJ. This year’s Convention was
hosted by the St. Nicholas Orthodox Church of Elizabeth, NJ, ACRY Chapter #34.

he Junior ACRY under the leadership of President Katherine Steinstra,
Senior Advisors, Amy Oblinsky and Adam Rogers and Spiritual Advisor,
The Very Rev. Miles Zdinak, set into motion plans to further the growth of
the Jr. ACRY and its outreach to the youth of the Diocese. The members reviewed the progress of their successful Grow 2020 membership campaign, noting the reactivation of several chapters in the past year and the prospect for the
reactivation or establishment of four more in the coming year. Plans were also
finalized for the 25th Anniversary celebration of the Jr. ACRY which will take
place at the Annual Fall Encounter at Camp Nazareth on November 7-9,
2008. The members also reviewed their successful campaign in support of the
St. John the Compassionate Mission of Toronto, Ontario (Canada). Through
their efforts, over $4,000 was raised to assist the mission in renovating its
kitchen facilities. It was decided that the Jr. ACRY would sponsor a mission
trip to St. John’s in the coming year, where the participants would offer “handson” assistance to the poor and needy of Toronto. The Juniors conducted their
“pass the hat” collection for International Orthodox Christian Charities with
more than $200.00 being raised.

ACRY in honor of their 25th Anniversary, $2,500 in additional funds to assist needy children to attend camp, $1,000 to the Diocesan Apostolate for
Youth to sponsor an edition of the Daylight youth newsletter, $1,000 to establish a transportation fund to help underwrite the costs of youth attending
the Diocesan Pilgrimage and the Fall Encounter at Camp Nazareth. The “pass
the hat” collection was taken to benefit the Diocesan Apostolate for Youth.
One of the most significant items of discussion was a power-point presentation on the strategic plan for the ACRY. During the past year, Carolyn Kushner, working with a subcommittee of the national board members, crafted a
comprehensive strategic plan of growth for the ACRY which relied on the
feedback offered through various surveys conducted by the national board and
the planning workshop held at last year’s convention. This new strategic plan
includes mission and vision statements, recommendations for the establishment of four subcommittees: Technology, Membership, Publicity and Charitable Outreach/Missions; implementation strategies and annual three to five
year goals. The strategic plan was enthusiastically received by the delegates,
and it was decided that it would guide the officers and general membership
during this coming year. It will be reviewed on an annual basis, beginning at
next year’s Convention. In ongoing efforts to invigorate the ACRY it was noted
that in the past year significant efforts were made to more effectively utilize the
available digital technology of electronic mail (e-mail) and the internet. The
ACRY website is presently undergoing a major re-design and will be continually updated and enhanced during the coming year. It will be overseen by an
information technology team that consists of ACRY members skilled in webdesign, content generation and data entry. The board members also conducted
for the first time ever, a special conference call meeting.

Senior Highlights: Mission Statement

Liturgical Highlights

Junior Highlights

T

P

R

hilanthropy, outreach and evangelism characterized the deliberations and
ecognizing the need for the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the Convention
accomplishments of the Senior ACRY component of the National Contook place within the context of the liturgical life of the Church, openvention. Most notably, due to the hard
ing with Liturgy on Saturday morning
work and diligence of Maryann
concelebrated by the Very Rev. Fr.
Hudak of the Bayonne Chapter, who
Peter Paproski, National Senior ACRY
spearheaded the Lots of Luck Calendar
Spiritual Advisor and the Very Rev. Fr.
fundraiser, $10,000 was raised during
Miles Zdinak, National Jr. ACRY
the past year. The proceeds were disSpiritual Advisor. Following the final
tributed in the following manner:
business session on Saturday, the Con$5,000 to the Diocesan Mission Fund
fession Service took place with several
and $5,000 to Christ the Saviour
members availing themselves of the
Seminary. It was decided that the proopportunity to participate in the Holy
ceeds of the Lots of Luck fundraiser
Mystery of Repentance. Sunday Diwould be allocated to the Diocesan
vine Liturgy was celebrated at St.
Mission Fund, St. John the CompasNicholas Church in Elizabeth, NJ by
sionate Mission, St. Nicholas OrHis
Eminence,
Metropolitan
phanage in Slovakia, Orthodox
Nicholas, assisted by the Very Rev. Fr.
Orphans of Serbia Benevolent Project
Miles Zdinak, the Very Rev. Fr. John
and the establishment of an ACRY
Pribish, host pastor, the Very Rev.
Blessing (charity) Fund. Other chariMichael Zak and Protodeacon Oleg
table donations approved at the ConAminov. The responses to the Liturgy
vention included $5,000 to the Junior Father Andrew Fetchina addresses ACRY delegates concerning the ministry of the Diocesan Apostolate were beautifully sung by the St.
for Youth.

-cont’d on page 6
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-ACRY Convention, cont’d from page 5

Nicholas Church Choir, directed by Mr. David Modero.

Talks and Presentations

O

ther Convention highlights included presentations on the difficulties
faced by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, by Archon John
Halecky, and Outreach and Evangelism by Protopresbyter Michael Rosco, the
Very Rev. Fr. Luke Mihaly and Reader Jonathan Bannon. His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas addressed the Seniors and Juniors separately on Sunday afternoon. The Very Rev. Father Peter Paproski was the keynote speaker at the
Sunday Night Grand Banquet.

Awards and Scholarships

A

t the Grand Banquet the following scholarships were
awarded:Trade/Technical College: John Steinstra , Freshman: Katherine
Stienstra, Sophomore: Rachel Pribish & Stacey Carlisle, Junior: Anna Stienstra & Katlin Righetti, Mary Kay Wanchak Scholarship: Stacey Carlisle, Pani Protodeacon Gregory Benc proclaims the Holy Gospel during the Sunday morning Hierarchical Divine
Jeannette Moriak Scholarship: Lindsey Matolyak. Other presentations in- Liturgy celebrated at St. Nicholas Church in Elizabeth, NJ.
cluded the Chapter Achievement Award which was given to St. Michael’s
ACRY Chapter, Binghamton, NY and the Individual Achievement Award
which went to Sonyia Woloshyn, Eastern Seaboard District President. The
newly elected Sr. ACRY officers include: Matthew Peifer, President; Adam
Rogers, Vice President; Aaron Zak, Treasurer; Deborah Samilenko, Financial
Secretary; Corresponding Secretary: Mary Ann Hudak; Adam Zak, Stephanie
Nakonecznyj and Christina Dutko, Auditors; Nicholas Dzubak, Sergeant at
Arms; Danielle Fesco, Athletic Director; Amy Oblinsky, Junior ACRY Advisor. Junior ACRY officers include: Alex Breno, President; Alison Tusick, Vice
President; Emily Tusick, Corresponding Secretary; Joanna Puzakulics, Treasurer; Angela Sudick, Financial Secretary; Maria Korchak, Sergeant at Arms;
Chanis Halapin and Paul Zdinak, Auditors. The participants in this year’s
64th National Convention, were blessed with the opportunity to gather together as a family in Christ, to chart the future of the ACRY and enjoy Christian fellowship. It was clear to all who attended that the newly articulated
mission statement is more than mere words, but expresses the essence of the
ACRY which is truly …an Orthodox Christian family fellowship dedicated to
the purpose of encouraging spiritual growth through charitable and apostolic missionary works, prayer and fellowship for the Glory of God and the building up of
the Church and our Diocese (Mission Statement of the National Senior ACRY). Very Rev. Fr. Peter Paproski, Senior Spiritual Advisor, delivers the main address during the Sunday evening
Grand Banquet.

23rd Annual Lenox Retreat

Schedule of
Metropolitan Nicholas
October 4

Warren, Ohio
St. Nicholas Church
Blessing of Icons
Youngstown Deanery DDD Dinner

October 5

Sharon, Pennsylvania
St. John Church
70th Anniversary of Founding
Pittsburgh Tri-State Deaneries DDD Dinner

October 12

New York, New York
St. Nicholas Church
25th Priestly Ordination Anniversary of Very
Reverend John J. Beskid

October 18

Niles, Illinois
Archpastoral Visitation

October 19

Chicago, Illinois
St. George Belarusian Church
50th Anniversary of Founding

October 25-26

Danbury, Connecticut
Holy Trinity Church
Consecration of New Church

DANBURY, CT--This year we will be
having our 23rd Annual Lenox Retreat/Get-Away and the Ninth Annual St. Nectarios Society Retreat. It
will be held Friday, November 7
through Sunday, November 9. Rev.
Fr. Andrew Fetchina will be our Retreat Master. The topic will be:
“Christian Family: The Little
Church.”

biak at (203) 748-3377 days, (203)
894-1157 eves. or by e-mail at Shubiak@aol.com. Reservations must be
made no later than Wednesday, October 10. After this date, reservations
cannot be guaranteed.

The weekend will be equally divided
between exploring our Orthodox
Faith and relaxing. Saturday morning following the Continental BreakThe weekend package includes a two fast, we will have morning prayers
night stay at The Village Inn in the followed by Fr. Andrew’s presentaquaint New England town of Lenox, tion. This will leave the afternoon
Massachusetts; a Saturday Continen- open for free time activities such as
tal Breakfast; a Saturday Dinner and a
shopping or visiting nearby StockSunday Brunch. The cost for the enbridge to see the Norman Rockwell
tire weekend will be $150.00 per perMuseum. There are plenty of things
son for double occupancy and
to do and visit in the area that will
$175.00 for single occupancy. Checks
make this a special New England
should be made payable to Holy Trinity Orthodox Church. Full Payment weekend.
must be received no later than Octo- Saturday evening we will gather for
ber 10th. Cancellations prior to Oc- another presentation by Fr. Andrew,
tober 25th will receive a full refund. a Moleben to St. Nectarios and conWe anticipate a sell-out this year so fessions. Dinner will be at The Village
Inn followed by free time. Sunday we
please book early.
There are twenty-five rooms available, will have Divine Liturgy followed by
each different and unique in its own a group picture and a hearty New
way. Some rooms have king-size beds, England breakfast and then depart to
others have queen or double; all have our respective communities. We do
their own private bathroom, some hope that you will be able to attend.
have a working fireplace. Reservations Please feel free to invite family and
for rooms are now open and may be friends. The Retreat is open to all made directly by contacting Sally Hu- Orthodox and non-Orthodox.
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7-Day Caribbean Cruise on Royal Caribbean’s
OASIS OF THE SEAS
(Launches in December 2009)
Date: January 30, 2010
Itinerary - St. Marten, St. Thomas, Nassau, Bahamas (7 days)
Departing from: Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Sponsored by St. Nicholas Church, 10th Street, NYC
(Portion of Proceeds will go to the Elevator Fund)
Contact: Stephanie Salony - stephanie.salony@comcast.net or on 908-2840561 Mon-Fri between 6:00-8:30PM or anytime on the weekends until 8:30
PM.
$50 deposit per room is due immediately. Full deposit of $500/room due
February 28, 2009. All monies are refundable up until 70 days prior to
sailing. Final Payment will be due November 2009. If you are interested, it
is strongly suggested a deposit be placed, since prices will probably increase.
We are holding a limited amount of cabins due to the high interest in this
new ship.
Price includes: Taxes/Fees/Port Charges/Fuel Supplement Charges
Price does NOT include airfare
Prices & itinerary subject to change
CATEGORY C1 (CENTRAL PARK VIEW WITH BALCONY)
Double Occupancy - $1,475.58/person
Three in a Room - $1,274/person
Four in a Room - $1,173.08/person
CATEGORY D2 (SUPERIOR OCEAN VIEW STATEROOM WITH BALCONY)
Double Occupancy - $1,525.58/person
Three in a Room - $1,308/person
Four in a Room - $1,198.08/person
When she launches in late 2009, Oasis of the Seas will be the largest and
most revolutionary cruise ship in the world. An architectural marvel at sea,
she will span 16 decks, encompass 220,000 gross registered tons (GRT),
carry 5,400 guests at double occupancy, and feature 2,700 staterooms. Oasis
of the Seas will be the first ship to tout the cruise line’s new neighborhood
concept of seven distinct themed areas, which includes Central Park, Boardwalk, the Royal Promenade, the Pool and Sports Zone (which offers a new
thrilling experience, the Zip Line) and Vitality at Sea Spa and Fitness Center. The ship will sail from her home port of Port Everglades in Fort Lauderdale, FL. Check it out on: www.oasisoftheseas.com

Official
Notice

2008 DDD Schedule
September 28

CHICAGO DEANERY
Briar Ridge Country Club
Schererville, Indiana
Hors d’oeuvres 2:00 p.m.
Dinner: 3:00 p.m.
Speaker: Father Michael Ellis

October 4

YOUNGSTOWN DEANERY
Camp Nazareth
Mercer, Pennsylvania
Hors d’oeuvres 4:00 p.m.
Dinner: 5:00 p.m.
Speaker: Metropolitan Nicholas

October 5

PITTSBURGH/TRI-STATE DEANERIES
Church Hill Valley Country Club
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Hors d’oeuvres 2:30 p.m.
Dinner: 3:30 p.m.
Speaker: Metropolitan Nicholas

October 12

JOHNSTOWN DEANERY
Sunnehanna Country Club
Johnstown, Pennsylvania
Hors d’oeuvres 4:00 p.m.
Dinner: 4:30 p.m.
Speaker: Father Michael Ellis

October 19

SOUTHERN TIER DEANERY
St. Michael’s Recreation Center
Binghamton, New York
Hors d’oeuvres 4:30 p.m.
Dinner: 5:00 p.m.
Speaker: Father Michael Ellis

October 26

MID-ATLANTIC DEANERY
The Lake Side Inn
Limerick, Pennsylvania
Hors d’oeuvres 4:00 p.m.
Dinner: 5:00 p.m.
Speaker: Father Michael Ellis

November 2

NEW YORK/NEW JERSEY DEANERIES
Raritan Yacht Club
Perth Amboy, New Jersey
Hors d’oeuvres 1:00 p.m.
Dinner: 2:00 p.m.
Speaker: Metropolitan Nicholas

November 9

POCONO DEANERY
St. George’s Center
Taylor, Pennsylvania
Hors d’oeuvres 2:00 p.m.
Dinner: 3:00 p.m.
Speaker: Father Michael Ellis

Assignments
FERENCZ, REVEREND NICHOLAS, appointed as Prefect of Christ the Saviour Seminary, Johnstown, Pennsylvania, and Instructor of Ecclesiology and Holy Orders, in addition to his responsibilities as Pastor of St.
Stephen Church, Latrobe, Pennsylvania, effective September 1.
STOLL, REVEREND PAUL, relieved of his duties as Administrator of St.
Elizabeth Mission, Woodstock, Georgia, and placed on Supply Priest
Status, effective August 17.
WATSON, REVEREND FREDERICK, appointed as Administrator of St.
Elizabeth Mission, Woodstock, Georgia, effective August 17.

Ordinations
HALL, DEACON STEPHEN ordained to the Diaconate at St. Thomas the
Apostle Mission, Waldorf, Maryland on September 20, and attached
to St. Thomas Mission.

September 28, 2008

THE CHURCH MESSENGER

Page 9

RETURNING TO OUR ROOTS
A

s we look over the landscape of our diocese we have an opportunity to see
not only where we are but where we have been. One of the dangers that
we as a diocese need to consciously avoid is a loss of who we are and where we
come from. All anniversaries provide an opportunity to look not just backward but also forward. And there is a truism that one cannot know where
they are going unless they know where they have been. As we look at our diocese on this 70th anniversary we need to be sure that as we look back at where
we have been we know where we are going in the future.
When the founders gathered together to form this diocese, they took hold of
their future knowing full well who they were. That is why one of the rallying
cries at the foundation of this diocese was “Neither to Rome nor to Moscow.”
For too long the Carpatho-Russian people were defined by what other people
thought they were. For centuries we were forced to define ourselves, not by
who we were but by who were not. We were defined as Hungarian, Magyars,
Ruthenians, Russian Orthodox, Uniates, Slovaks and Ukrainians. The list
goes on. We were an oppressed and suppressed people struggling to fight for
our own culture, our own traditions, and our own unique – dare I say, valid
– expression of Christianity. Yet, here in the Untied States we finally were able
to come together and positively define who we were. Rome saw the founders
of our diocese as Uniates, Ruthenians, whom they could co-opt into good
obedient Roman Catholics. Having been embarrassed by our Eastern Rite
and married clergy, Rome did their best to make us look like them.
However, after seeing how Fr. Alexis Toth, a former Uniate priest who brought
thousands of Carpatho-Russians to the Russian Orthodox Church, was coopted into being an ethnic Russian in order to be a good Russian Orthodox,
our founders knew that the Russian Orthodox Church would – like Rome label us something we were not. And so the founders of this diocese set us
upon the course of Orthodoxy through the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople. Why was this important to the founders of our diocese? If mere
Orthodoxy was the issue, then would not joining the Russian Orthodox
Church be just as good as joining the Church through Constantinople? Obviously it was not.
Having been an oppressed people, the founders of this diocese were sensitive
to ensure that the diocese be free and not to fall under that same oppression
which had afflicted our people for centuries. Now, here in America, we could
be who we were. What they simply wanted was the freedom to worship God
as they knew how; as their ancestors before them had. This basic freedom is
actually the foundation of the Christian Faith and the root of Orthodoxy.
This radical freedom has its responsibilities, though. It meant that our diocesan founders had to endure much bigotry from those who thought that their
way was, if not the only way, at least the best way to worship God. For the
Roman Catholics we were not Latin enough, for the Russian Orthodox we

were not Russian enough. However, because of the stubbornness and courage
of our founders they were not deterred because they knew they were in the
right.
For many, we may still be perceived as a small ethnic diocese that will forever
doom us as a closed community. But we know better. As a Diocese, our work
as Church is to hand down, not solely the ‘what’ of our ancestors, but the Divine Person Jesus Christ Himself. The founders of diocese knew the fundamental link between who we are and Jesus Christ because they knew Jesus
Christ intimately and Who, in turn, knew them.
In order for us to know Jesus Christ, we have to know ourselves. As such, the
work of the Church, the work of you and I, is to move into an ever deeper relationship with Jesus Christ, while at the same time doing our best to come to
a better knowledge of ourselves. This introspection is important in evangelization. How can we introduce Christ to those around us, if we ourselves do
not have that real relationship with God Himself? If the person we present to
Jesus is not us – but someone we think Christ wants – the relationship is based
on fraud. If anything, our ancestors were real people, with no airs about themselves. They were not ashamed of where they came from and what language
they spoke.
We need to reach further into ourselves and rediscover who were are in order
to grab hold of Him Who is life-giving and saving. We often devolve into
trying to determine and judge between that which is Orthodox and that which
is ethnic as if somehow that ethnic component is something to be avoided
when in reality the only thing we do is replace one ethnic expression for another. Be who you are! For us to solidly move toward God, we must have a
firm and true idea of who we are, not only as Carpatho-Russians, but also as
Americans. Once we do, it will be that much easier to bring others into the
fold of the Church, seeing others not as outsiders to be feared but brothers and
sisters we welcome home.
This 70th anniversary is a time for us to remember not only who we are, but
where we have come from. Having been freed from our oppressors let us not
oppress those who come to us who may be different. But rather, let us take
hold of the freedom that was so preciously fought for by our founding fathers.
Let us lay claim to the heritage of freedom that was given to us by those who
sacrificed so much. In so doing, not only will we fulfill our vocation as Christians, but we will also draw others into this Divine-human relationship that
God has called us all to experience.
Very Rev. Fr. Luke Mihaly

IOCC Hurricane Appeal
BALTIMORE, MD (IOCC) — As rescuers conducted the largest search
and recovery operation in Texas history, officials in 11 states were assessing
the cumulative damage of the 2008 hurricane season after two tropical
storms and two hurricanes made landfall in the U.S. in just four weeks.
International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC), which mobilized its
Emergency Network for this year’s severe weather including the Iowa floods
and Hurricane Gustav, has been in contact with Orthodox hierarchs in the
affected areas and deployed a team of IOCC staff and Orthodox clergy
known as the “Frontline.” They are now in Texas evaluating the aftermath
of Hurricane Ike and coordinating a relief plan with IOCC partners on
the ground.
IOCC is issuing an emergency appeal for its continuing response with cash
funds going towards immediate clean-up and recovery efforts. Orthodox
faithful, including Sunday Schools, youth groups and others, are also urged
to continue providing emergency clean-up buckets and health kits for shipment to the Gulf Coast (for information on assembling the kits go to
www.iocc.org/emergencykits.aspx). IOCC distributed 1,000 such kits in
New Orleans and Baton Rouge immediately following Hurricane Gustav.
Cash donations can be made by calling IOCC’s donation hotline toll-free
at 1-877-803-4622; by making a gift on-line at www.iocc.org; or by mailing a check or money order payable to “IOCC” and writing “US Emergency Response” in the memo line to IOCC, P.O. Box 630225, Baltimore,
Md. 21263-0225.

Onlookers view debris from several oceanfront restaurants washed onto Seawall Boulevard in Galveston, Texas, following the landfall of Hurricane Ike earlier in the day. International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) has been in contact with Orthodox hierarchs in the affected areas and deployed
a team of IOCC staff and Orthodox clergy known as the “Frontline” to coordinate a relief plan with
IOCC partners on the ground in Texas. (photo credit: Bob Pearson/epa/Corbis)
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Saturday’s Kitchen Continues to Help
Those in Need
JOHNSTOWN, PA--While most of us enjoy our Saturdays off after a long
week, East Taylor Township resident Joan Bost spends much of her time helping those in need of a meal on weekends. Joan, a retired registered nurse and
founder of Saturday’s Kitchen feels compelled to give back to the community
in which she lives.
Saturday’s Kitchen is a group over 30 interdenominational parishes in the
Johnstown and Greater Johnstown area, comprised of priests, ministers, and
laity and was formed by Joan, husband Ronald, and Father Frank Miloro in
an attempt to get the Family Kitchen open on Saturdays. The idea came to
Joan in January 2007, after reading an article in the Tribune-Democrat about
a local woman telling her child to “Eat well on Friday, because you won’t be
able to eat again until Monday!” Knowing this type of lifestyle is not suitable
NEW YORK, NY--Members of St. Nicholas Church, friends and family from for anyone, Joan, Ron and Father Miloro of Christ the Savior Cathedral
sister parishes throughout the Diocese enjoyed a summer cruise. Countries the formed the group to help open the Family Kitchen Saturday, January 2008.
travelers visited included Italy, Greece, Egypt and Turkey. The vacationers be- Until now the Kitchen operated only Monday thru Friday. It was opened Suncame pilgrims as they visited the home of the Virgin Mary while in Turkey. day by parishes and organizations preparing and serving meals at the Kitchen
The chance to walk the grounds, see and pray in the home was a moving ex- only after the article appeared. Joan decided to get the door also open on Saturday.
perience for the pilgrims.
When asked who attends the Kitchen, Joan said, “The ill, young, aged, those
on fixed or little income, even those living out of their cars.” She stated, “On
average there are 150 people attending each Saturday. One Sunday there was
234 people to serve.” Saturday’s Kitchen has recently taken on the task of absorbing the Sunday program which offers the same services and is headed by
Kathy Belsky. They now both work together. Joan and Saturday’s Kitchen did
not stop here; they continued to look for ways to help the community. The
newest project called “Christmas in July” is a fund drive to help our local food
pantries instead of waiting until the busy holiday season.
Proceeds solicited for “Christmas in July” will be placed in the Community
Foundation of the Alleghenies which also houses the Saturday’s Kitchen fund.
The foundation manages the funds which they dispersed only under the direction of Saturdays’ Kitchen. When Joan began the push to open the kitchen,
the group felt it was necessary to work through the Community Foundation.
“The main reason they wanted the Foundation to handle their funds was because they trusted them.” It allowed an outside source to manage the money
so the local parishes would not have to deal with any problems that could
occur. She also commented on how pleased the group was with the monthly
financial report they receive from the foundation, explaining all transactions.
Saturday’s Kitchen meets monthly at Christ the Saviour Cathedral, and can be
WILPEN, PA--Ronald and Anna Markosky celebrated their 25th Wedding reached at P.O. Box 1133, Johnstown, PA 15907. Donations to Saturday’s
Anniversary with prayers at the home parish of St. John’s in Wilpen, PA. Their Kitchen are accepted at the Community Foundation of the Alleghenies at 116
pastor is Fr. Tony Joseph.
Market Street, Suite 4, Johnstown, PA 15901 or at www.cfalleghenies.org.
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Throughout the Diocese

CRAWFORDSVILLE, INDIANA--Members of Holy Transfiguration Orthodox Church, Crawfordsville, Indiana, gather around newly-installed play- JOHNSTOWN, PA--Students and faculty of Christ the Saviour Seminary are
ground equipment donated by the Harvey Rood family. The pastor of the shown following Divine Liturgy in Christ the Saviour Cathedral celebrated at
parish is Father Alexis Miller.
the beginning of the academic year.

HAWK RUN, PA--”God Parents Sunday” was held on Sunday, July 13.
Parishioners were asked to invite their Godchildren or Godparents to attend
Divine Liturgy with them at Saint John’s on that Sunday and receive the Holy
Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ with them. A Pot Luck dinner CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN--Friday Night Live participants gather around
was served after Liturgy for the parish. Pastor of St. John’s Church is Father Jonathon Caldwell and the Voice Smoke Free bike which he won in a drawPeter Benyo.
ing at the event sponsored by Holy Transfiguration Orthodox Church. The
event takes place every 1st and 3rd Friday at the Boys and Girls Club from 7
to 10 PM. Admission is $2.00 and the event is open to youth ages 6 to 17.

YONKERS, NY--Members of St. Mary’s Parish recently visited Holy Protection Monastery in White Haven, PA. The pilgrimage to the women’s
monastery included a lunch prepared by the nuns and a tour of the grounds.
Parishioners included Julianne Petricha, Mary Gillis, Marion Korchak, Helen NEW YORK, NY--Members of St. Nicholas Church (10th Street) NYC
Verno, Helen Nekolek, Kathy Kerpchar, Mike Kerpchar and Gail Bove (Miss- gather together for the parish’s annual picnic at Pickle Park, Whitehouse Station NJ. Pastor of St. Nicholas Church is the Very Rev. Fr. John Beskid.
ing from Photo). Fr. Dan Mahler is pastor of St. Mary’s Church.
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-Editorial, cont’d from page 2

College Student Sunday
With us everything should be secondary compared to our concern with
children, and their upbringing in the instruction and teaching of the
Lord. (St. John Chrysostom)
THE HIERARCHS OF THE STANDING CONFERENCE
OF THE CANONICAL ORTHODOX BISHOPS IN THE AMERICAS
To the Most Reverend Clergy, Venerable Monastics and Devout Faithful of the Holy Orthodox Churches in the Americas.
Dearly Beloved in Christ Jesus:

G

race to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord
Jesus Christ.
We, the Hierarchs of SCOBA, have established the first Sunday after
the Feast of the Exaltation of the Most Precious Cross as College Student
Sunday. Since this designation was first made in 2003, we have witnessed an increased awareness and support of the Orthodox Christian
Fellowship (OCF) among all the Orthodox Faithful, even as the OCF
continues to grow on college campuses all across our Nation.
Orthodox Christian Fellowship, the official campus ministry agency of
SCOBA, manifests the loving and guiding presence of the Orthodox
Church to our young people, who have ventured away from the security and stability of their parents’ homes to advance their education.
Many young students are forced to face this new chapter of their lives
without a substantive connection to the local Church community of
their youth. OCF fills this gap by building a strong Orthodox fellowship
on campus, and by providing a bridge to the local parishes.
By the grace of God, OCF has expanded the reach of its ministry to college students significantly in the five years of its Agency designation
from SCOBA. Since the year 2000, OCF has grown from 50 chapters
to over 260 throughout North America. But there are still so many colleges and universities that need the presence and ministry of OCF. By
offering our prayers to the Lord and our financial support to OCF, we
empower our clergy chaplains and lay campus coordinators to expand
this holy endeavor, the nurture of our young people in our Holy Orthodox Faith.
On Sunday, September 21, 2008, the Sunday after the Exaltation of the
Precious and Life-Giving Cross, we ask all faithful Orthodox Christians
to prayerfully call to mind our students on college campuses. We also encourage all of our parishes to take up a collection to support this vital
ministry, and support the workers in this Vineyard of the Lord.
With abundant thanks to God and to all those who share in the OCF
ministry, we pray that our college students may continue to deepen their
relationships with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and His Holy Orthodox Church.
With paternal blessings and love in Christ,

Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor
The Church Messenger

ENCLOSED IS MY CONTRIBUTION TO THE
DIOCESAN DONORS FUND FOR THE YEAR 2008:
Name: ________________________________
Address: _______________________________
City: ____________ State: _____ Zip: _______
Parish: ________________________________
Please make all checks payable to “2008 Distinguished Diocesan
Donors,” & send to:
Office of the Diocesan Treasurer
Diocesan Administration Building
312 Garfield
Johnstown, PA 15906
-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

baptismal Crosses, or when we see
it atop a church, in a yard or field.
Let us remember its power when the
clergy bless us and let us especially
remember its power when we sign
ourselves with the Cross when we
pray.

Father Andrew Fetchina

PERIODICAL

+Archbishop DEMETRIOS, Chairman
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
+Metropolitan PHILIP, Vice Chairman
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
+Metropolitan CHRISTOPHER, Secretary
Serbian Orthodox Church in the USA and Canada
+Metropolitan NICHOLAS of Amissos, Treasurer
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese in the USA
+Archbishop DMITRI Locum Tenens
Orthodox Church in America
+Archbishop NICOLAE
Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in America and Canada
+Metropolitan JOSEPH
Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Church
+Metropolitan CONSTANTINE
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
+Bishop MERCURIUS of Zaraisk
Representation of the Moscow Patriarchate in the USA
+Bishop ILIA of Philomelion
Albanian Orthodox Diocese of America

him, and in one interview, Ray was asked if he did a lot of praying as he waited
for the Hurricane to pass. “No,” he said, “I didn’t pray at all!” Needless to say,
that answer stunned the reporter! When he asked Ray why not, this was his response: “IT WASN’T GOD WHO PUT ME IN SUCH A MESS SO I DIDN’T THINK I HAD THE RIGHT TO ASK HIM TO GET ME OUT OF
IT!”
Now, let’s look at the answer. Initially, I would think that we are not only surprised by such an answer, but probably offended by it. That’s not what Ray was
supposed to say. We hear stories all the time of people in perilous, life-threatening, impossible situations, and we are so used to hearing them say that it was
only through the grace of God that they survived. They are very quick to tell
us how much they prayed throughout their ordeal. So how dare this man tell
us that he didn’t pray? What’s wrong with him?
Now Ray Wilkinson is no hero. On the contrary, he is an extremely foolish
man, who endangered the lives of those who eventually had to come out and
airlift him and his dogs to safety. (His beer ran out in the middle of the storm!)
Yet when we get over our initial shock of someone not pleading with God for
help, when in distress, we might conclude that there really isn’t anything wrong
with Ray, and we might see that Ray’s answer was not so bad after all—in fact,
it was a pretty good one. Just because he didn’t ask God for His help doesn’t
mean that he didn’t believe that God couldn’t help him, or wouldn’t help him.
In fact, we might say that Ray had a somewhat humble approach to his plight.
It’s almost as if Ray was thinking that God was probably pretty busy watching over a lot of other people and if He wanted to spare him, He would do so
whether he prayed or didn’t pray. After all, if you follow Ray’s logic, it was his
own fault that he was trapped anyhow. Contrast that with the prevailing most
of us have that might be expressed with these words: “God, You better get me
out of this mess!”
Let us also look at something else in Ray’s words, because there is another great
lesson in them. Prayers come so naturally to us when we have a problem—
whether it is a problem of our own making or not. Sadly, sometimes the only
time we pray is when we are in desperate need of something. Wouldn’t it be
more pleasing to the Lord if we turned to Him in prayer regularly—not just
when we need Him to bail us out of some difficult situation? The truth of the
matter is so many of us forget about giving thanks to God for all of the times
He has blessed us and helped us without our asking, and without us even
knowing about it. Prayer must be an important part of every day for us—not
just the dark and foreboding ones. Remember: God is not merely a Divine 91-1- Operator! Our “prayer plan” with Him has “unlimited daily minutes!”

