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THE CONSECRATION OF HOLY TRINITY CHURCH:
A DREAM BECOMES A REALITY
DANBURY, CONNECTICUT - It
remain open forever, and let the King
was a day 13 years in the making. Sevof Glory enter.” Fr. Mihaly responded
eral hundred people from across the
representing an angel, asked in amazeNortheast gathered together in the
ment: “Who is this King of Glory?”
western hills of Danbury, Connecticut
The Metropolitan responded. “The
for the consecration of Holy Trinity
Lord strong and mighty, the Lord
Orthodox Church. It was a cloudy,
mighty in battle, the Lord of Hosts,
misty morning that greeted everyone
He is the King of Glory.” Upon this
Saturday, October 25, but spirits were
response, Metropolitan Nicholas
high in the expectation of what was
knocked on the doors, which were
about to occur.
then opened. His Eminence, still representing Christ, entered the church
Serving with His Eminence, Metroand then into the sanctuary carrying
politan Nicholas for the Consecration
the Holy Relics, followed by all the
Service were: Very Reverend Fr Luke
clergy.
Mihaly, pastor of Holy Trinity; Protopresbyter Elias Kozar, Very Reverend
Fr David Cochran, Very Reverend Fr Metropolitan Nicholas is pictured with the clergy and parish children who participated
Altar Consecration
Peter Paproski, Very Reverend Fr in the first Hierarchical Liturgy in the newly-consecrated Holy Trinity Church.
he service continued with the
Michael Macura, Very Reverend Fr
Metropolitan placing the relics
Peter Karloutsos, Very Reverend Fr George Alberts, Fr. Michel Chendorain, Fr.
Stephen Laposky, Fr. Daniel Mahler, Fr. Gregory Justiniano, Prodeacon Gre- into the altar itself. In the ancient Church, the persecuted Christians performed the Eucharist in underground catacombs over the tombs of martyred
gory Benc and Deacon Robert Hubiak.
saints. When Christianity ceased to be persecuted, this tradition was perpetuated by enclosing Holy Relics of martyrs in the Altar Table. Each relic was
Procession with Relics placed in gold box and placed in a cavity in the Altar Table and sealed with a
he service began with three processions around the church interior with wax-mastic which the Metropolitan poured over the containers.
the relics of the martyrs which were to be placed in the new altar made The Altar Table was then washed by the Metropolitan with rose water mingled
by John Scalzi and Vladimir Obrevko. The relics included the Martyrs of with wine while the priests washed the table with new sponges. New antiRaithu Monastery on Mt. Sinai and were placed in the four corners of the mensia were used to dry the altar table, after which the Metropolitan spread
altar and the Great Martyr Panteleimon which were placed in the center of the Holy Chrism on the Altar Table. Finally the Altar was covered with a white
altar. Immediately following the procession the Metropolitan, along with all linen shroud called the “katasarkion” which symbolizes the shroud in which
the clergy, went outside the church and stood before the front doors. Father our Lord was wrapped for burial. The shroud will remain on the Altar for as
Mihaly remained inside the church, and a dialogue took place between Met- long as the Church will remain standing. The altar was properly vested with
ropolitan Nicholas and Fr. Mihaly. The Metropolitan representing Christ re- new altar cloths and the appointments were placed on the altar.
turning to heaven at the Ascension said: “Open, open the gates and let them
-cont’d on page 6
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Metropolitan Nicholas begins the procession with the Holy Relics at the consecration
service of Holy Trinity Church.

Metropolitan Nicholas seals the Holy Relics in the Altar table of Holy Trinity Church during the Consecration Service.
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A Fitting Epitaph For All Of us!

H

is life had been one of service to
his faith and to his fellow man.
For his dedicated efforts, he had received his share of accolades and acclamation—which really meant very
little to him. He would often say that
it was wrong to extend a helping
hand, looking for someone to pat us
on the back with theirs! At times, his
labors were also maligned, misunderstood and even ridiculed by those
who never quite took the time to
learn or practice our Lord’s response
to that well-known biblical question:
“Who is my neighbor?” This negativity would sometimes sadden and hurt
him, but still, he “kept his hand to the
plow” and didn’t look back—never
becoming discouraged and always
striving to put his time and talents to
good use for the benefit of others.

request of his pastor, who had been
summoned to minister to his friend:
“At my funeral, I want no long,
drawn-out eulogy. Simply say this
about me: ‘He tried to make a difference.’”
He tried to make a difference…I
would suspect that those words would
bring a smile to the Divine Face of
our Savior. Christ clearly spells out
what is expected of us in the Gospels.
Feed the hungry…give drink to the
thirsty…visit the sick…don’t ignore
the “Lazarus’s” at our door. Our Lord
didn’t suggest that it would be nice if
we did these things—He commanded
us to do so, with grave consequences
promised for those who would ignore
His words.

Unfortunately, a life of service can
sometimes prove to be a strained exisAs is the case for all of us, age and ill- tence. It is well-documented that
ness finally began to take its toll upon those who try to comply with Christ’s
him. Alas, his rich and full life was command to respond to the needy
rapidly coming to an end. Family and often try too hard, becoming frusfriends were called in to bid farewell trated in the process. In this time of
to this noble “warrior.” As his life was economic crisis in our nation, the list
drawing to a close, he had this final of those who suffer want is growing at
-cont’d on page 3

November 23, 2008

The Church as the Body of Christ

I

“blessed” refers to the condition of
the soul of one who lives life in the
Kingdom of God. That is, one who
submits to God’s rule in life. It’s not
about one’s life circumstances. It is
about knowing that God rules your
life within whatever circumstances
The assumption here is that all of us you happen to live. If you know that,
want to be blessed. Just about every you are blessed.
time I pray for someone, for anyone, Let me give you an example. The
I pray that God may richly bless story is told of a woman who toured
them. Those are good religious words. the country talking to teenage girls.
But depending on how we under- She talked about the world’s lie that
stand blessing, it can mean very dif- what really matters is what you look
ferent things. St. Luke reports this like. “You know the signs.” She
from Christ’s “Sermon on the Plain”: would describe those signs in her talk.
“And he came down with them and “If you could lose 20 pounds. Or if
stood on a level place, with a great you could just get your hair done
crowd of his disciples and a great mul- right. If you just had the right jeans
titude of people from all Judea and and the ideal pair of shoes. Then
Jerusalem and the seacoast of Tyre everything would be perfect. It’s all
and Sidon, who came to hear him and lies,” she would say.
to be healed of their diseases; and This same woman told the story of
those who were troubled with unclean the night before one of her talks. She
spirits were cured. And all the crowd went over to a friend’s house. She’s alsought to touch him, for power came lergic to cats, and the friend, without
forth from him and healed them all. her knowing it, had a cat. Pretty soon,
And he lifted up his eyes on his disci- her eye, just one eye, started to swell
ples, and said: ‘Blessed are you poor, up. It swelled shut before she got
for yours is the kingdom of God. back to her hotel room. She said she
Blessed are you that hunger now, for looked like a Cyclops. She woke up
you shall be satisfied. Blessed are you the next morning, and it still looked
that weep now, for you shall laugh. pretty hideous. She said to herself,
Blessed are you when men hate you, “Why is this happening to me? This is
and when they exclude you and revile the first time I’ve spoken in three
you, and cast out your name as evil, weeks, and this happens now? What
on account of the Son of man! Re- am I going to do?”
joice in that day, and leap for joy, for
The group to whom she was to speak
behold, your reward is great in
had asked her to wear a T-shirt they
heaven; for so their fathers did to the
gave her and some jeans. She tried
prophets.”
wearing the shirt untucked. It looked
These Beatitudes as St. Luke records sloppy. So she tried tucking it in. She
them, tell us about how to measure tried wearing it this way and that way.
the blessings in our lives. Now, there
Then she turned sideways, and
are two basic measures of blessing. looked in the mirror. She saw the CyThe world’s way and God’s way. By clops eye. She saw a great lump that
the world’s measure, if you are rich, was her own middle. She said to hersuccessful, happy and popular, that self, “I can’t go and speak looking like
means you are blessed by God. By the this.”
same token, the world says that if you
Then she suddenly realized what had
are poor, miserable, ugly and rejected,
happened. She had fallen right into
or you have a disability, then you are
the trap that she had spent years
not blessed. By the world’s way, if cirtelling her audiences about. She had
cumstances are good, you are blessed.
fallen victim to the world’s culture of
If they are bad, you are not blessed.
women that says what makes them
According to Jesus, however, valuable is what they look like. Lies!
’d like to ask you a very simple
question. What kind of life would
you like to have? When you ask for
God’s blessing on your life, what kind
of blessing are you thinking about?
What is the picture of your life in
your mind that you want?

-cont’d on page 8
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Preparations Finalized for
Golden Jubilee Celebration for
Metropolitan Nicholas
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A Celebration of Priestly Service

PERTH AMBOY, NEW JERSEY – On Sunday, January 11,
2009, His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas will celebrate
the Fiftieth Anniversary of his
Ordination to the Holy Priesthood. Protopresbyter Michael
Rosco, Chairman of the Jubilee, has announced the following details for this historic
celebration:

NEW YORK, NY – “This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice
and be glad in it.” Indeed such was the Sunday of October 12th when St.
Nicholas of Myra Church celebrated the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the Ordination to the Priesthood of her Pastor, the Very Reverend Fr. John J. Beskid.
HIERARCHICAL DIVINE
His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas presided while Fr. John celebrated the
LITURGY
Divine Liturgy along with Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda and Fathers AlexanMetropolitan Nicholas will celder Ioukliaevskikh, Elias Kozar, Stephen Krivonak and Samuel Sherry. Proebrate a Hierarchical Divine
todeacon Gregory Benc and Seminarian Gregory Robel assisted.
Liturgy that day at St. John the Baptist Church, 145 Broad Street,
Following the Liturgy, family, friends and parishioners of the community ofPerth Amboy, beginning at 10 A.M. Several Orthodox and Byzantine
fered sincere congratulatory greetings and wishes to Fr. John along with many
Catholic hierarchs are expected to be in attendance. St. John’s is the
hugs and handshakes. The subsequent Jubilee Banquet, held at the Fort
Metropolitan’s home parish, and he was ordained there on January 11,
Hamilton Community Center in Brooklyn, was a fitting backdrop for the
1959 by the late Metropolitan Orestes of thrice-blessed memory.
tribute to Fr. John. The military base is the home of the North Atlantic Division of the U. S. Army Corp of Engineers. With perfect weather, a splenGOLDEN JUBILEE BANQUET
did view of still waters, and the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge in close proximity,
Later that day, a Golden Jubilee Banquet will be held at The Forge
the hearts of all were gladdened.
Inn, 1002 Route 9 North, Woodbridge, New Jersey—approximately
Guests from Fr. John’s past spoke graciously of his youthful days in Erie, Penna 10 minute drive from St. John’s. A Fellowship Hour will begin at 1
sylvania; his theological education at Christ the Savior Seminary in Johnstown,
P.M. with dinner being served at 2 P.M. Tickets are priced at $50 for
and his transition to living in the ‘Big Apple’ – New York City. Bridging the
adults and $15 for children 13 and under. Reservations can be made
past with the present, fourteen years of which have been at St. Nicholas, was
by calling Father Rosco (732) 826-4442. When placing your ticket
a memorable and oftentimes humorous story.
order, you must designate your choice of entrée from the following selections: Prime Rib, Chicken Francese or Broiled Salmon. The deadProtopresbyter Ronald Hazuda, one of the keynote speakers, who recently celline for ordering tickets is: December 24, 2008. Checks should be
ebrated his own Fiftieth Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood, bapmade payable to St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church.
tized and chrismated Fr. John at his home parish of St. Nicholas Church in
Erie. An emotional and moving account of seminary life was shared by Fr.
OVERNIGHT LODGING
Samuel Sherry, classmate and dear friend of Fr. John. His Eminence MetroSpecial arrangements for overnight lodging have been made with the
politan Nicholas also addressed the large gathering of parishioners and guests,
Hampton Inn, 370 Route 9 North, Woodbridge, New Jersey. The
which included Fr. John’s son Jonathan and numerous family members who
Hampton Inn is in close proximity to The Forge Inn. A special rate of
travelled long distances to join in the festivities.
$99 is available for Friday, January 9th, Saturday, January 10th and
Other distinguished guests at the affair were: Protopresbyter Elias and Pani
Sunday, January 11th. Reservations can be made by calling the hotel
Kozar, celebrating sixty years of marriage and priestly service, and Father
at (732) 855-6900 and asking for the rooms listed under “MetropolStephen Krivonak celebrating thirty years in the priesthood.
itan Nicholas Anniversary.” Reservations cannot be made online. The
deadline for room reservations is: December 24, 2008. Inquiries after
Testimonials and gifts were presented by parishioners and children of the St.
this will not receive the special rate.
Nicholas community. The program, both inspiring yet sprinkled with humor,
was skillfully mastered by altar server and teen toastmaster Andrew Timko.
Any questions concerning this celebration should be directed to Father
Rosco (732) 826-4442.
In expressing his gratitude for the truly memorable day, Fr. John shared a
‘never-told’ poignant story from his childhood. He noted that the printed
Banquet Program cover, never seen before, depicted five images of Fr. John
-Editorial, cont’d from page 2
fully vested during portions of a Divine Liturgy. He continued his boyhood
a rapidly alarming rate. Homeless shelters are overcrowded, with countless story relating how at age four, he one day decided to don a green towel, drapnumbers turned away due to lack of space. Food pantries can’t keep their ing it from his shoulders and flowing down his back. He sort of knew at that
shelves stocked, and community food banks have a shrinking inventory of moment in his young life, he would one day become a priest. Now years later,
goods needed to help such programs replenish their supply of items that their gathered together for this 25 year celebration of priestly ministry, he sees the
clients depend upon to survive. There is so much to do and so little resources five photos of himself which were taken during the Feast of Pentecost, thus Fr.
with which to do it!
John was clothed in all green vestments. One might call that ‘serendipitous’.
So as Orthodox Christians, how do we respond? What can we do? Can we re- I’d prefer the call to be AXIOS! AXIOS! AXIOS!
ally make a difference? Indeed we can—provided we realize our limitations.
None of us can do everything for everyone, but all of us can do something for
someone, even if that “something” is simply showing compassion, mercy, love
and understanding to those in need. The underprivileged…the unemployed…the unwanted…the unloved…the afflicted…the lonely…they all
seek our help.
May we all offer a “cup of kindness” to someone in the Name of the Lord! He
tried to make a difference… If that can be said of us when our own earthly
journey comes to an end, we can be assured of hearing these words from our
Lord: “Well done, good and faithful servant!”
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor
Father John Beskid is pictured above with his classmate, Father Sam Sherry, at his 25th Ordination AnThe Church Messenger niversary celebration.
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IOCC Offers Aid and Hope to Hurricane Ike Victims
By Father Miles Zdinak

Soon after September 11, 2001, it became clear to
International Orthodox Christian Charities
(IOCC) that there was a need for a domestic mission for this charitable and humanitarian organization. Plans were made and training begun to create
teams of clergy to be emergency responders to aid
in the emotional and spiritual care giving of victim
of disasters. The International Critical Incident
Stress Foundation began training individuals in this
type of work in a crisis because the Foundation realized how important this was in aiding a person’s
recovery following a disaster. There are now about
40 trained clergy from all Orthodox jurisdictions
that are ready to be sent into a crisis area. IOCC
hopes to have about 100 such clergy a part of their
Emergency Response Network (ERN) or also referred to as their “Frontline Fathers” in the near future. Teams of two to four clergy are deployed into
a disaster area to aid in pastoral crisis intervention.
The first teams do needs assessment and purchases
to aid in the immediate physical needs of the community. The following teams focus more on the
emotional and spiritual needs of the community
without neglecting the physical needs as well.
IOCC found itself putting this new branch of its
domestic program into use following Hurricane
Ike. Having been through the training along with
others I was deployed to Galveston to work in the
large shelter erected by the Red Cross and in the
community-at-large with the Salvation Army and
other relief workers.
I arrived in Houston on Sunday evening, October
19 and was picked up by the other team member,
seminarian David Hostetler at the airport, and we
drove to Galveston, about an hour and fifteen minutes away. The devastation of the storm five weeks
prior to our visit could still be seen even in the
darkness, as we drove onto the island of Galveston
that night on the way to the home that had become
the base for IOCC. The devastation was much
clearer in the morning light as we drove to the Red
Cross shelter in a school yard in a residential area
not too far from downtown Galveston. Piles of debris lined the streets. Buildings were gutted in
order to clean out all the mold and mildew. Other
places were still in a state of disrepair, either because
their owner had not returned, the insurance had
not paid on the claim or the owner was too busy
trying to clean up elsewhere on the island. The
hardest hit area of Galveston was the community
located across the bay on the peninsula because of
the absence of the seawall to protect them. High
waters and sustained winds damaged and destroyed
much of the communities around Galveston Bay

and The Intercostals Waterway.
Our ministry was to continue the work of the previous teams: working with the Red Cross in the
main shelter on the island and working with the
local Orthodox communities there. The individuals and families in the shelter were being serviced by
the Red Cross for their basic needs. Red Cross
Chaplains were present during the day at the shelter. We provided pastoral care and referrals to other
charitable organizations available on the island to
the residents of the shelter. Getting information to
those who needed it was still difficult as it took time
for word to spread over the island of what organizations were open and where they were located on
the island.
So many were pleased to have the presence of clergy
in the tent community. We would spend hours
from the late afternoon throughout the late evening
when the children would return from the schools
and the adults who still had jobs would return from
work to the shelter. We would be there most nights
until lights-out, which was at 11:00 P.M. We would
talk and listen to people’s stories about their life and
family and their concerns, as well as their fears
about what was going to happen next. It was a spiritual joy to be able to assist these individuals and
the families both spiritually and materially. There
are so many stories of the hardships and the resilience of these people! One little girl about six
would always call out to us when she saw us: “Hi
Church!” or as we left “Bye Church!” She saw in
us much more than just men in robes but the embodiment of Christ’s presence.
IOCC’s presence in this still hurting community
was a great witness to our commitment as the
Church to provide for the needs of others. The staff
also looked forward to our arrival each evening at
the shelter. We would spend time with the staff,
which was manning the shelter. So many good
people were giving of their time to aid and assist
others in need. These volunteers received little
recognition for what they were doing to provide for
others. We spoke with them and prayed with
them. They too needed to talk as tensions often ran
high with so many unknowns at times running
through the shelter community.
We also would go early in the morning to the Salvation Army distribution site, which was an empty
car dealership lot. The people would often gather
from the evening before to throughout the night to
receive one of 250 numbers handed out in the
morning. The number guaranteed you would receive a $100.00 gift card to Wal-Mart, a food and

cleaning supplies that day. People were tired and
weary from waiting. Others were disappointed because they got there too late to receive a number.
Many were frustrated because the process was slow.
We would walk around the parking lot to again listen and speak to those gathered there each day. The
Salvation Army was very appreciative of the spiritual presence we brought to the gathering. Tension
and frustrations were eased by God’s grace moving
through His servants “throughout the world.”
Many times we were asked to pray with and for
those gathered at the distribution site. One day a
group of people approached us at the site and asked
if we could lead a group prayer with those gathered
there that morning. We gladly complied. A woman
came over to us on the third or forth day at the distribution site and said that when she saw us get out
of our vehicle and come across the lot a calm came
over the whole area. We assured her that it was indeed God’s presence that makes the calm possible.
It was quite a humble experience see how God uses
such inadequate servants to make His presence felt
in the world.
We also spent time assisting the local office of
Catholic Charities, which was damaged from the
storm. Their new location was a Catholic school.
We worked with them in getting the word out to
the community that their services were now available once again. We made referral after referral to
those in need both at the distribution center and
the shelter.
IOCC asked us to wear our riassa (cassock) and
cross while we ministered to the community. I was
amazed at how the local people responded to us in
our robes: from the local waffle house to the shelter to the streets of town, people knew we were
there to aid them in their time of emotional, material and spiritual strife. The image of Orthodox
clergy working and ministering to the community
has given the Church a positive presence to the
Galveston community as well as to the other emergency relief workers.
We ministered on average twelve to fourteen hours
each day in various locations throughout the community in Galveston: from spiritual ministry to aiding in the cleaning out of the Assumption of our
-cont’d on page 6

Father Miles and Seminarian David Hostetler are shown at the Assumption of the Virgin Mary Church in Galveston.
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Nativity of Our Lord Celebrates
15th Anniversary

“Let us life up our hearts...” Metropolitan Nicholas celebrates the Hierarchical Liturgy marking the 15th
Anniversary of the Nativity of our Lord Church in Manassas.

MANASSAS, VIRGINIA - On September 28th Nativity of Our Lord Orthodox Church in Manassas, Virginia celebrated its 15th Anniversary with a
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy. His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas was
greeted at the parish entry by Mr. & Mrs. Vladimir and Stephanie Atseff with
the customary gifts of bread and salt. This was to be just the beginning of a
long and glorious day of celebration with the tonsuring to Reader of Gerasimos Dan Seaman and Joseph Brown, followed by the ordinations of Joseph
and Michael Sivy to Sub-diaconate and the ordination of Maximus Tatum to
the Diaconate. All are assigned to Nativity, excepting Joseph Brown who is assigned to St. Nectarios Mission Parish in Lakeland, Florida.

Hierarchical Liturgy

P

resent at the Liturgy were: the Very Reverend Fr. John Lazarek, the founding priest of Nativity of Our Lord Orthodox Church; Reverend Fr.
Nicholas Wyborski, the second priest at Nativity; Reverend Fr. Nectarios
Trevino, Nativity’s present pastor; Reverend Fr. Stefan Mihailov, pastor of St.
John of Rila Bulgarian Orthodox Church, which meets at Nativity and Protodeacon Gregory Benc.

Archpastoral Homily

R

eflecting on the parable of the Great Wedding Feast from Matthew 22:114, His Eminence reminded the faithful: “you have received a personal
invitation to this Feast of feasts, the Marriage Banquet of Christ and His
Church, the Celebration that will extend beyond the bounds of time. Moreover, God has supplied for you everything that you need in order to attend the
Banquet, and to enter into its deep and eternal joy.
“Through the salvific mystery of Holy Baptism, God has provided you with
a wedding garment. He has provided you with the proper attire. The Prophet
Isaiah recognized this great truth when he wrote these words: ‘My soul shall
rejoice in the Lord, for He has clothed me with the garment of salvation; with
the robe of joy He has covered me’ (Isaiah 61:10). Indeed, in the moment
after you and I were baptized, the priest clothed us with a white robe--a
krizma—as he said these words: ‘’The servant of God is clothed in the garment
of righteousness, in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.’
“But there is a problem. We live in a dusty, dingy, sinful world. And in every
instance in which we participate in the sinfulness of the world, we trample
our beautiful white baptismal garment into the mud of passion and evil. So as
time goes on, what was once shining
bright with the holiness of baptismal
grace is now smeared and stained with
the contamination of selfish passion.
You know that I am not telling you
anything you didn’t know already. In
our most serious moments, when we
are most honest with ourselves, we are
very much aware of how our souls are
poorly dressed. We know that if we are
called to stand before the fearful judgment seat of Christ at this moment, we
would be standing in the shame of inappropriate dress. We know that our

Newly-ordained Deacon Maximus is presented to
the Manassas faithful by the Metropolitan.

-cont’d on page 12
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Ghana: A Spiritual Journey
By Fr. Nectarios Trevino

Fr. Nectarios and Deacon Maximus with His Grace, Bishop Damaskinos and members of his flock in
Ghana.

T

wo weeks in Ghana can be hot, dusty, sweaty and physically tasking, or
it can be a journey towards the ineffable. At times it felt like the former,
but thankfully it was the latter that overwhelmed us.
This was my second summer in Ghana; it was Father Deacon Maximus
Tatum’s first. I believed that, this year, I would be better prepared and the deacon would be able to benefit from my lessons learned. I was wrong.
Yes, we anticipated the humidity, rain and sweltering heat. But we failed to anticipate the overwhelming love and grace that we would experience. Our mission trip was to teach select Ghanaian diocesan lay leaders how to build an
Orthodox Sunday School program, while taking into account their Ghanaian
heritage and culture.
With Father Deacon’s leadership (he has a doctorate in Education from
William & Mary College), we succeeded in building the framework for the
diocese’s future success. In doing so, we learned more than we ever expected
to about Ghana, its people and culture. At times we were more in the role of
the student than the teacher.
As rewarding as the classroom portion of the mission was, it paled in comparison to what we gained from the people of Ghana. Their’s is a faith unbounded. They have only minimal texts and bibles from which to learn. Their
oral culture is alive and strong. Their actions speak volumes of their faith.
Their trust of God and belief in their Orthodox faith is unquestionable.
So overwhelming is their confidence in the Truth that the diocese has more
than doubled in size in the past 25 years. So rapid is their growth that they cannot educate priests quickly enough to maintain pace with the diocese’s needs.
One Roman Catholic priest remarked that there was so much in common between native Ghanaian beliefs and Orthodoxy that it was fortunate for the
Roman church it took so long for Orthodoxy to arrive in Ghana; the implication being that if Orthodoxy had arrived earlier and with more vigor, Ghana
would, today, be an Orthodox nation.
We met such beautiful people; I am convinced there are saints walking on
Ghanaian soil. We have many stories to tell; some we will recall vividly; some
will make us laugh; others will bring tears to our eyes. All of our stories are
about Orthodox faithful who have given and are giving their lives to our Holy
Orthodox Church. We saw this from the vast seashore, where a new church
had only recently been consecrated by the Patriarch of Alexandria, to the
mountain plateau we still a second new church had been consecrated by the
Patriarch the month before, to the plains of the central region where a third
aging church had been for well over a decade. The children were everywhere
– being children, but ever so well behaved. Truly God has smiled on Ghana.
Having said all of this, the question I am often asked is: “Would I return to
Ghana again – for a third summer?” There is only one answer is this question:
“Say when!”

First Miss Junior A.C.R.Y.
Falls Asleep in the Lord
PITTSBURGH,
PA--Diane
(Hudak)
Schmidt who was selected to be the first Miss
Junior A.C.R.Y. in 1967 passed away recently
in Holland, Michigan. Funeral services were
celebrated at St. John the Baptist Church in
Northside Pittsburgh.

Eternal be her memory!
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Metropolitan Nicholas elevates Father Luke Mihaly to the rank of Protopresbyter.
-Holy Trinity Consecration, cont’d from page 1

Metropolitan’s Message cially made cross was Mrs. Isabelle

F

ollowing the anointing of the
church walls with Holy Chrism,
His Eminence preached and told all
those present that today was a day
that we must remember. “This is a
day you must never forget, and always
keep in your solemn memory. You
have witnessed something that the
Lord promised His disciples at the beginning of His ministry: “Verily, verily I say unto you: hereinafter you
shall see heaven open, and you shall
see the angels of God ascending and
descending upon the Son of Man.”
(John 1.51) He continued: “You saw
all of this, and you remember. But
now I want you to remember more
deeply, and to understand the even
greater spiritual reality of this event.
The bishop carrying the relics was
only the image, the bare tip of the iceberg for the fullness of the heavenly
reality you just witnessed. What happened in the spiritual realm was that
Christ Himself entered this Church,
through the Sign of the Cross. And
He ascended in royal and divine procession, through the Vestibule and
into the Nave, and through the center
aisle up onto the Ambon, and
through the Royal Doors, and finally,
and majestically, up onto His MercySeat, this Holy Table of the Lord.
And because He has ascended in this
newly-consecrated Church of the
Holy Trinity, He has already begun to
bestow upon this fellowship the riches
of His spiritual gifts.
And He has given you the Orthodox
Apostolic life of Prayer and Liturgy,
so that in this very place, upon this
very holy ground, you may enter and
be at peace.You must remember this.
You must never forget this time and
this place. You must know in the center of your heart, the very depth of
your soul, that Jesus Christ has truly
come in the Name of the Lord. You
must know that He is the King of
Glory.”

Farrington, donor and benefactor of
Holy Trinity parish. By her generosity of donated property and gifts,
Holy Trinity was able to realize the
dream of building the new church. It
was a gesture of ecumenical charity by
someone who stepped outside her religious tradition to help another faith.
His Eminence then called Father Mihaly forward and read a letter elevating him to the rank of
“Protopresbyter” with the right to
wear a jeweled cross and the epignation. Fr. Luke follows in the footsteps
of his grandfather, Protopresbyter
Joseph Mihaly, who was elevated in of
the Church of St. George when he
traveled to Constantinople for the
consecration of Bishop Orestes.

Consecration Banquet

A

banquet was held following the
consecration, with nearly 300
people attending. Eric Lewis of the
Manhattan String Quartet along with
his wife, Kathy Dorn-Lewis played
during the reception. Father Cochran
was the Master of Ceremonies.Robert
Paltauf, Parish Council President,
congratulated the entire parish for
their efforts over the years reminding
those present that many thought that
this day would never come to pass. Fr.
Mihaly spoke of the theme for the
weekend where our Lord likened
Faith as a Mustard Seed:”… if you
have faith as a mustard seed, you will
say to this mountain “Move from here
to there,” and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.”
(Matthew 17:20) Fr. Mihaly thanked
Mrs. Farrington on behalf of the
parish and presented her with a
Faberge necklace. In his comments
Fr. Mihaly stated: “It is our hope that
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we will be in a position not only as a
parish but as individual Christians to
help in real ways all those who call
upon the Name of Our Lord. That
this example [by Mrs. Farrington] of
Christian love may lead each of us to
a greater respect for each other, so that
one day may be fulfilled that great
prayer of unity of our Lord to His Father that “… that they may be one
even as we are one.” John 17:11.
Finally, Fr. Mihaly thanked Marty
Vizi of Omega Custom Construction
for his efforts to get the finish the detailed work of obtaining the Certificate of Occupancy for the church
building. In his words to Marty Vizi,
Fr. Mihaly stated that his “… unselfish acts of generosity saw us
through to the Certificate of Occupancy. You will never know the depth
of gratitude we have for you and your
family. The thanks of an entire parish
and diocese are extended to you and
to each member of your family who
sacrificed for us.”

First Divine Liturgy

T

he next day the first Hierarchical
Divine Liturgy in the newly consecrated Holy Trinity Church was celebrated
by
His
Eminence,
Metropolitan Nicholas. Assisting him
at the altar were: Protopresbyter Luke
Mihaly, Father Gregory Justiniano,
Protodeacon Gregory Benc and Deacon Robert Hubiak. Holy Trinity
Choir under the direction of Sandi
Fong sang the responses to the liturgy.
In his sermon, Metropolitan Nicholas
recounted the time he spent in church
praying and listening to God speak to
him in all that surrounded him in the
church of St. John’s in Perth
Amboy—how God spoke to him
through the hymns of the church, in
the extinguishing of candles that were
lit and offered up in prayer by the
faithful. And now, we have this opportunity here in Danbury, to sit and
listen to God in the church, to walk
the beautiful grounds and see God in
the beauty of nature that surrounds it.
Following liturgy, there was a brunch
where those who attended the liturgy
stayed to reminisce about the weekend and all that they had experienced.
Fr. Mihaly thanked several people
from the Planning Committee for all
they work in preparation for the
weekend. They include Sally Hubiak,
Orestes Mihaly and Edna Soto.

Acknowledgements and Awards

F

ollowing his remarks, Metropolitan Nicholas recognized two
members of Holy Trinity—James Zeleniak and Robert Popp—with a
Hramotta for all of their work in the
construction of the church. Also rec- Metropolitan Nicholas acknowledges the generosity of Mrs. Isabelle Farrington, benefactor of Holy Trinognized by His Eminence with a spe- ity Church.

-Hurricane Ike, cont’d from page 4

Lord Greek Orthodox Church on
the island. The Church interior was
almost totally destroyed. The team
before us helped remove and salvage
the Holy Relics from the Altar as
well as icons and other liturgical appointments with the assistance of Fr
Serge from the local Serbian Orthodox Church. The Greek parish does
not have a full time priest at this
time. It will mostly take about a
year before the Greek facilities will
be back to full use. The watermarks
in the building reached to the top of
our shoulders. The Serbian Orthodox Church of Saints Constantine
and Helen sustained less damage in
the storm. The community lost the
use of their hall as it had been
flooded during the storm, but the
sanctuary was still usable.
We were approached our last
evening at the shelter by a member
of the Red Cross who was in charge
of transportation for those in the
shelter who wished to leave the
Galveston area to start their life elsewhere. The bus company would
not let passengers use grocery bags
or garbage bags for their belongings.
These individuals would need duffle-type luggage bags to take what
they still posessed. Those going on
the buses were leaving the next day.
We contacted IOCC in Baltimore
and got authorization to purchase
the bags for the passengers. We
went the next morning and purchased the duffle bags and took
them to the shelter. The staff was
very grateful to IOCC for their continued support and assistance to the
community. IOCC had been very
instrumental in procuring needed
items in the shelter for the Red
Cross in the early stages following
the storm, but that would take up a
whole other paper to tell of that
work accomplished by the Emergency Response Network of IOCC.
I ask you to keep the people of
Galveston in your prayers as well as
the relief workers aiding in the recovery of the communities there,
which have suffered from Hurricane
Ike.” It is likewise wonderful to see
how IOCC has expanded its role in
aiding those in need here in the
United States. Support IOCC and
pray for the IOCC your time and finances will always go to doing the
work which God has commanded
us to do. Then, we also on Judgment Day can find ourselves
counted among those who have fed,
given drink, clothed, comforted and
visited our Lord through doing
these kindnesses for others.
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Reflecting on the Youth Pilgrimage

W

hat is it about
Camp Nazareth
that calls you back
every year? For me, it is the
mystery of time. At Camp
Nazareth time stops, and you
feel like you have spent your
whole life there when in actuality it has only been a half a
day. There are no worries, and
it always feels like home even
when you have only taken one
step out of the car. So every
time I hear of an event being
held there, I jump at the opportunity to attend.
This year I attended the
Diocesan Youth Sojourn on
the Friday and Saturday before the Sunday Pilgrimage.
On Friday afternoon all pilgrims arrive and attend vespers. Although
our pilgrimage lasts from Friday until Sunday, Saturday is the main
time we take our spiritual journey. This year was a little easier on our
backs than last year, but it was just as spiritually enriching. After breakfast we got on a bus and headed to the Monastery of the Transfiguration in Ellwood City.
It was a delightful journey, but after an hour we were more than happy
to get off the bus. That first step out was one of the most amazing
parts of the whole weekend. The monastery’s beauty took your breath
away. We had just traveled on highways and through cities, but none
of that seemed to matter here. We felt as though we were a million
miles away from anywhere, even though we knew we were not.
Once we were there the nuns had a jam-packed day prepared, so we
split into groups. Mine was sent to the outdoor chapel where we asked
the nuns a few questions and got to know them a little better. They
asked us a few questions too, and learned that we all wanted to know
one thing: what did they do here? They told us of how they were called
to the monastic life, and about their lives on a daily basis. We were

not all that shocked to find out that their lives are much like ours, but
with a little more prayer. They wake up, pray, eat breakfast, have alone
time, eat lunch, pray, eat dinner, and then sleep, all while doing individual prayers throughout the day. My friends and I were all fascinated
by their dedication, but they just saw it as what they were supposed to
do. For them this was the natural way to live their life, and would not
have it any other way.
Afterward, we were allowed to walk around the garden, whose aroma
was absolutely heavenly. The bright colors and variety of flowers were,
personally, one of best parts of the journey. Then we made our way to
the gift shop where you could even purchase small stuffed nuns to remember the journey by! Then, they took us to the chapel where we
could ask some more questions. It was a small room but was filled with
relics of the saints and the whole room was covered in icons, which was
lovely to see.
Next, we made our way back outside for a presentation on the Orthodox Christian Fellowship, or the OCF. It is a ministry for college
students on their respective campuses. Since I myself am a college student, knowledge of this group will be very helpful for my college experience. It is a great way to connect with people that have the same
-cont’d on page 8

Youth Pilgrims are shown at Holy Transfiguration Monastery in Ellwood
City, PA.
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-Youth Pilgrimage, cont’d from page 1

views as you, and very comforting to know that they are there for you.
It was so wonderful to hear about the lives of these women and all they have
accomplished, especially the founder of the monastery, Mother Alexandra.
They told us of her royal beginnings as Princess Ileana of Romania and the
humble beginnings of the monastery in the United States. Since the day we visited was the anniversary of her repose, we were able to serve a panachida with
them.
Reluctantly, after the service was over, we all stepped back on the bus and left
that beautiful monastery. When we arrived back at camp we were changed for
the better. We had time to contemplate what had happened and what could
happen in our futures. The journey was not only physical but spiritual and
brought us closer to God.
I love going to the Pilgrimages whenever I get a chance, because it is a way to
reevaluate what is important for you as a Christian and gives you the chance
to be with fellow Orthodox Christians. Without the time spent doing that it
is very easy for me to get lost in the world. I will be back next year to take
some time out of my life to spend with my friends, and I hope I will see all of
you there too.
s we draw to the end of 2008, a year dedicated to the life and teach- To find out more information please visit www.orthodoxwiki.org and search
ings of St. Paul, it is a good idea to remind ourselves of St. Paul’s mirac- for Monastery of the Transfiguration or Orthodox Christian Fellowship.
ulous calling to be a follower of Christ. We all know how St. Paul,
then known as Saul, was persecuting the Orthodox Church and was on his way
to the city of Damascus when he encountered Christ. Saul lost his eyesight for
a time, and upon being baptized, he began preaching Christ, risen from the
dead.
When the Apostles heard about what Paul was doing, it was understandable
that they were a little concerned and perhaps even skeptical. Wasn’t this the
same man who was persecuting them? The same man having Christians arrested and thrown in jail? The same man who held the cloaks of those who
were stoning the first martyr, St. Stephen?
The Apostles accepted Paul however. If Christ could forgive him for what he
had done, then why shouldn’t they? That’s an important lesson for all of us.
Too many times, we get angry with someone, and we hold a grudge. No matter what, we can’t seem to get past what they said, or what they did. The problem with that is that we don’t know if they have already been forgiven by God
for what they have done. They may have been genuinely repentant, and received forgiveness, yet we are still holding on to an old hurt. At that point,
we aren’t hurting them by being angry. If anything, all that anger we have inside is only hurting us.
The youth were invited to ring the monastery bell.
If there is someone you are angry with or holding a grudge against, forgive
them. Pray for them. Light a candle for them Sunday in church. We are
called to be imitators of Christ. If we want to be forgiven by Him for our
own sins, then we absolutely must be willing to forgive others as well.

Don’t Hold That Grudge

A

Did You Know?

When the priest turns and gives a
blessing in Church, his fingers
form the letters “IC XC.” In
Greek, the letters “IC” stand for
Jesus and the letters “XC” stand
for Christ.

IT’S NOT TURKEY
It’s togetherness, not turkey, that makes Thanksgiving a special holiday.
Try these together-time traditions.

With the recent devastation from Hurricane Ike in Texas and Lousiana, International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) offered opportunities for
people to help. One of the easiest ways was to put together personal hygiene
packets, which included items such as bars of soap, and hand towels, or emergency clean-up buckets, which included such items as work gloves and cleaning supplies. Many of our Diocesan youth were able to help in these efforts.
These pictures are of youth from Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Rockaway,
New Jersey and Holy Ghost Church in Manville, NJ as they worked on this
worthwhile project. For more information, go to www.iocc.org
If your parish has any photos they would like to share, please e-mail them to
daylight@acrod.org

Thanks for the Memories - Think of people you’re thankful for… the
older neighbor who has tools to lend or the librarian who can find just
the right book. Make thank-you cards for those people who have
touched your lives.
Double the Pleasure - Have your children help make pumpkin pies.
Double the recipe and donate one of the pies to your local soup
kitchen, or share it with a shut-in in your parish/neighborhood.
Let the Games Begin - What can you do while the turkey’s roasting?
Get out the games. Each Thanksgiving, begin a tradition of buying a
new game that appeals to all ages.
Healthy Habits - Make an after-dinner walk part of your family’s tradition. Warn guests to bring walking shoes and winter coats.
Give Thanks - Attend your parish’s or community Thanksgiving service
before you carve the bird!
© 1997 by Orthodox Family Life and the original author(s).
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HOSPITALITY OF ABRAHAM
Before you read any further, open a Bible and read in the book of Genesis 18:1-15. This story is commonly known as the Hospitality of Abraham. In this story, three angels appear to Abraham and Sarah. They treat
their three visitors with great reverence, and prepare a meal for them. You
have probably seen an icon of these three angels seated at the table, but
you may not have known that this icon is a “type” of the Holy Trinity!
A type is a figure or a representation. The guests are described simply as
three men, but when Abraham talks to them, they respond as one (“they
said”). The Lord appeared to Abraham, but when he looks to see who is
there, he sees three men. Three men speaking as one; the one God in
three Persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. At other times, only one of
the angels speaks to Abraham and he is referred to as “Lord.”
In the icon, it is most often felt that the angel in the center of the icon is
the one referred to as Lord: Jesus Christ. In iconography, it is traditional
for Christ to be depicted wearing a red undergarment, with a blue garment
over the top of it (red representing His divinity, and blue His humanity which He “put on”). In the icon of the
Hospitality, the center angel is also wearing red with blue over the top of it.

Reflecting on
St. Paul

Quadruplets Attend Camp Nazareth
T
for the First Time!

T

he summer of 2008 at Camp
Nazareth was a very successful one. Well over 300 of our
Diocesan youth attended one or more
of the three Diocesan camping sessions. Many of them attended for the
first time. Amongst the first timers
were the Fitzgerald “quads” from Sts.
Peter and Paul parish in Rockaway,
NJ: Alexa, Zachary, Lauren and
Nicole.
The quads mom, Barb, had attended
Camp herself when she was in high
school and was certain her children
would enjoy it, but the family
planned a visit a year ahead of time,
to help prepare them. “I knew it was
a beautiful place with lots of things to
do, whether they were religious,
sports, arts and crafts, or just hanging
out and I wasn’t disappointed in our
visit. The church was absolutely
beautiful set in among the trees.”
As for the children themselves, they
were immediately impressed with
what they saw at the Camp. “It was
very big,” said Alexa. “The pool was
very big and cool.” Zachary added
that it was a “very nice place” and
Nicole noticed that “everything was
clean and the food was good.” Perhaps Lauren summed it up best for all
of them when she said: “All of it’s
good!”
There were many different things
they enjoyed about the Camp program, including sports, the game
room and singing. The campfire was
a favorite as well. Alexa said it was
“really cool” and Zachary said it was
the best. Lauren and Nicole said their
favorite part was making friends and
Nicole added that she enjoyed “learning about God.”
Speaking of learning about God, all
four of them came home having
learned something new about their
faith. The children learned about the

life of St. Paul. Zachary learned that
this great Saint’s name used to be
Saul. Nicole mentioned learning
about the “big cross that they put in
the woods.” That cross had been carried and planted by our own Diocesan youth at the summer pilgrimage
in August, 2007. Every summer program has a theme. This year’s them,
according to Lauren, was 2nd
Corinthains 12:9. Alexa explained
how they learned this quote: “Fr. Ellis
said, ‘2nd Corinthians’. We would
say, ‘12:9’. He said, ‘For my grace is
sufficient for you’ and we said ‘for my
strength is made perfect in weakness.’”
After a week of great fun, all four of
them were sad to have to leave the
Camp and the new friends they had
made. Even months later, they still
miss the Camp and their friends. The
Camp truly creates lasting memories
for our youth. “My favorite memory”
says Alexa, “was seeing all the priests I
hadn’t seen in a long time and seeing
them serve at the altar in the Church
and outside.” Zachary especially remembers the game room. “I loved
playing games…with my cousin Josef
and going to the snack stand with

him.” Nicole’s favorite memories included the campfire and singing
around it as well as swimming at
night. Lauren couldn’t pick just one
memory. “I have a lot of favorite
memories.”
Even though it’s sad to leave camp,
Barb says all four of them are already
looking forward to next summer.
“Alexa got off of the bus and asked if
she could got for two weeks next summer…they all want to go back next
summer.” She also notices the difference the Camp has made in their lives
spiritually. “Lauren, Alexa and Nicole
have been following along in the Divine Liturgy books more and singing
more hymns during Church services.”
Zachary already serves as an Altar boy.
Barb would recommend the Camp
Nazareth experience to any and all of
our Dicoesan youth and encourages
other parents to send their children.
“Trust that your children will have
fun and enjoy themselves. They will
meet so many other Orthodox children and this is a wonderful thing.
It’s the same great place that I went
(to) and I will be sending them back
next again.”

he year 2008 was dedicated to
the life and teachings of St.
Paul. Throughout the year, our
youth learned about the life of this
great Saint. As part of the Metropolitan Orestes Scholarship application put out by the ACRY, our
youth were asked to answer the following question: “If St. Paul was
writing to the Churches of the
American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese, what would he
say?” Printed are parts of some of
the great responses that were received.
“St. Paul’s writings would inform us
about salvation and what our actions entail for us in the modern
age. What we see on TV and how
we interact with people daily may
not always be best for us. God does
not want us to emulate the bad behavior which is prevalent in today’s
society despite the fact it conforms
to popular opinion. St. Paul would
tell us to focus on the Church and
in God’s righteousness.”
“St. Paul would tell us that it is
never too late to find the “right”
path. He went from the greatest
persecutor to the greatest teacher.”
“St. Paul would advise us not to get
caught up in the American culture.
Today, people are too materialistic,
thinking the more you own the happier you’ll be. St. Paul would state
that you don’t find happiness in material things, but that you need to
turn to the Church to find inner
peace.”

Pictured with their Pastor, Fr. Michael Chendorain, are the Fitzgerald quads:
Lauren, Alexa, Zachary and Nicole.

“St. Paul would urge us to settle our
disputes with each other in the
manner in which he suggested to
the early Christians: to avoid gossip;
idle talk and hurtful statements.”
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The following essay was written and used for a college application
by current Miss Jr. ACRY Emily Matelan from St. Michael
Church in Rankin, PA.
Growing up, going to church was never an important part of my family
life. My family has always gone to a small Carpatho-Russian Orthodox
church about forty minutes from our house, so it was difficult for us to go
every week. Occasionally, my grandmother would take my brother and me
to special services, but as I got older, I became more interested in God and
I wanted to attend church more frequently. My grandmother signed my
brother and me up for Sunday school at the Orthodox Church, and I made
my First Holy Communion on my fourteenth birthday. After that, I became more interested in meeting other people with the same beliefs as me,
so I went to an Orthodox Church camp. While there, I met a group of
people who were in an organization called the American Carpatho Russian
Youth, or ACRY. The goal of the ACRY is to spread the Orthodox faith and
raise money for the churches. Unfortunately, because there were not enough
people in my church eligible for the group we were unable to establish our
own chapter. Each year, a convention is held over Labor Day weekend for
every chapter of the ACRY to come together and discuss what is going to
happen over the following year. I had a chance to attend the convention in
2006 and learned that I could join a chapter-at-large. I attended the convention again the next year and was elected Auditor of the Junior ACRY.
The opportunity allowed me to attend many ACRY events and make new
friends. In early 2008, my church finally had enough people interested in
joining. My church had never had a chapter before, so there was a lot of paperwork that needed to be filled out. I did all the work of starting the chapter by myself, and in February 2008, my church had its own Junior ACRY
chapter. I was elected to be president of the chapter and got the chapter off
to a great start. In the first few months, my chapter raised over 300 dollars
for our church. At the 2008 convention, I was elected Miss Junior ACRY
2008 for my work on creating the new chapter and my leadership skills in
the church. I was very humbled for being recognized for doing something
in which I believe and something I truly love. This experience has taught
me how to be a strong leader while maintaining a Christian lifestyle and
working with people for the good of the community.

Real Break 2009 Filling Up Fast!
Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF)’s Real Break program is an alternative
to the traditional spring break and offers the opportunity for college students
to use that time to experience the reality of Christian life. Trips are available
to such places as Mexico, the Dominican Republic, Jerusalem, Romania,
Guatemala, El Salvador and Greece. For information, check out:
http://ocf.net/programs/506.html
Here’s some quotes from people who went on trips last year:
“[Real Break] has opened my eyes to the struggles I have never had to experience in order to worship God.”
“I will forever remember what I was blessed with this past week. I have been
truly blessed by God. My life will be changed forever. Thank God. Thanks
OCF. Thank you all my donors.”
“[Real Break] has made me want to travel and get involved with other areas
that need help and has motivated me to learn another language.”
“Words cannot explain what I saw and experienced.”
“[Real Break] has renewed my faith.”
“I now understand that the Church is everywhere and is a living, breathing
thing.”
“God-willing I’ll value my time more. I’ve come to love and get to know so
many people in just one week. How many more can I touch with the rest of
my lifetime? I’ve also come to understand that I have the opportunity to work
myself out of bad situations. I should appreciate that because not everyone
has that opportunity.”
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What I learned from Linus

L

ike most children, when the leaves began to change colors and the
weather began to get a little colder, a feeling of anticipation came right
along with it. Christmas would be coming soon. Christmas meant a
lot of things, as I’m sure it does to children today. It meant a break from
school. It meant great food, candy and cookies. It meant spending time with
family. It meant decorations and, of course, it meant presents.
My sister and I used to always look forward to the various Christmas cartoons
that would be on TV every year. From ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas and
The Grinch Who Stole Christmas to Frosty the Snowman and Rudolph the
Red Nosed Reindeer, we simply couldn’t get enough.
As I look back, perhaps the one cartoon that stands out most of all is the
Peanut’s Christmas Special. I loved Charlie Brown and all the other characters (Snoopy was my absolute favorite). We would always laugh at the way
they danced and how Lucy would always pull the football away from poor
Charlie as he tried to kick it. We always felt bad when he tried to bring home
that little, run down Christmas tree and all the other kids made fun of him.
It was at that point that Charlie asked if anyone could tell him the true meaning of Christmas.
That’s when Charlie’s best friend, Linus, with his trusty blue blanket at his
side, took center stage. Linus would tell Charlie Brown the meaning of Christmas and he would do so by quoting the Gospel of St. Luke:
“Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is
born to you this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And
this will be a sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths,
lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying: ‘Glory to God in the highest, And on
earth peace, goodwill toward men!’” (Luke 2:8-14).
Today, the words “Happy Holidays” often replace “Merry Christmas” for fear
of offending someone. When you consider that, it’s amazing that a cartoon
quoting Scripture still airs every year. Every year, Linus explains to Charlie
Brown and all of their friends that the true meaning of Christmas isn’t found
in the biggest tree, or the fanciest decorations, or the best food, or the coolest
new presents. It’s found in a much simpler place. It’s found in a manger. It’s
found by simple and humble shepherds.
As we go through the Nativity Fast and approach the Feast of the Nativity of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we can never lose sight of the true meaning
of this Feast.
We will all have a lot of preparation to do. We will all decorate our trees and
our homes. We will prepare for the big meal and brave the long lines at the
malls. The most important preparation we have, though, is to prepare to welcome Christ into the manger of our souls.
Take some time each day to pray, to reflect on the love God has for us that He
would send us His Son. Imitate His example by finding ways to help those less
fortunate during the cold winter months. Participate in the services your
church offers for this glorious Feast.
And when you see that The Peanut’s Christmas is going to air, take the time
to check it out, and listen closely to Linus.
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SEAFORD, NY--The Faithful of St. Gregory’ Church have been busy. They
have been planning for the Annual Food Fair which is their largest yearly
fundraiser. Parishioners worked hard preparing foods well in advance of the
sale.
St. Anne’s Sisterhood donated a new sign for the front of the church. A beautiful 3 x 6 foot blue sign with white letters is hoped to bring more attention
to the mission parish. But most importantly, a concerted effort was made to
retire the $217,000.00 mortgage that the parish had. The parish used funds
that were in savings, as well as donations from parishioners and many of the
parishioners offered interest free loans. Instead of paying more than
$100,000.00 in interest over the next 15 years, the parish has set the goal of
paying back interest free loans to the parishioners within the next four years.
The mortgage was burned during the Metropolitan’s visit in November. Pastor of St. Gregory’s Church is Very Rev. Hieromonk Matthias.
WARREN, OH--The Garden Angels of St. Nicholas Orthodox Church held
a Perennial Plant Sale on May 24, 2008. This newly formed group of parishioners tend to the church grounds. They hold various fund raisers throughout the year. Pictured from left to right are Marge Adams, Linda Sekella,
Bettieanne Diles, Kathy Clark and Sandy Kish. Very Rev. Protopresbyter Kenneth Bachofksy is the pastor.

HUNTINGDON PA--In appreciation for her many years of service, the faithful of Epiphany of Our Lord Orthodox Church in Huntingdon, PA presented
out-going church president Theresa Shirokey, with a gift of a gold wall cross
and a pair of silver and gold wall icons. She is shown with her pastor, Fr.
Thomas Klein, and Mr. Kent East who has agreed to serve until another president can be elected.

NEW YORK, NY--Lauren Tymus graduated Magna Cum Laude from the
Illinois Institute of Art-Chicago in September 2008, receiving her Bachelor
of Arts degree in Fashion Marketing and Management. The intense three-year
program included an internship with New York fashion designer, Betsey Johnson, a first for the Institute and an invaluable educational experience for Lauren. She was also a member and elected Secretary of the Kappa Omnicron Nu
Honor Society. Lauren has returned to New York and looks forward to starting her fashion career in Manhattan.

BINGHAMTON, NY--Pictured are the members of the 2008 First Confession Class of St. Michael’s Church in Binghamton, NY where Protopresbyter
James Dutko is Pastor.

HOMESTEAD, PA--Pictured are the members of the 2008 First Confession Class of St. Nicholas Church in Homestead, PA where Very Rev. Fr.
Robert Buczak is Pastor.
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Ask yourself: Do your looks, your stuff, your hunger, your sadness, and your
lack of popularity give ultimate meaning and significance to your life? Jesus
says never give the world that much control over you. We Orthodox have a
unique view of life. Or we certainly ought to. We Orthodox cultivate an eternal perspective on life. That means that we see that all of life is not just our
own “three score and ten years.” We have been created by God to live forever.
Life in this world is our opportunity to purify our souls with the help the Holy
Spirit. And when we have become literally saturated with the Holy Spirit, we
are ready to move on to life eternal with God. But if we fall into the temptation to be like the world? What a waste of our short time on earth! We waste
valuable time looking at what the world considers to be important. For example, the world wants us to look at our bodies more than it wants us to look
Christ the Lord. After all (don’t we all believe) “I have to look my best. I have
to smell good. I have to impress others. I have to weigh a certain amount. I
have wear only that which is ‘in.’” Such is the world’s way. And then there is
“stuff.” You know what “stuff “ is. We waste so much time with “stuff.” We
collect it. We horde it. We protect it. We live our lives as if the amount of
“stuff ” we have determines our value. We have replaced the word “blessing”
with “stuff.” Remember? The more “stuff ” we have, the more we must be
“blessed”(?). And there is something worse. All the while we are playing with
our “stuff ” we could have been spending time with God.

soul needs changed. And we understand these words, prayed by the priest before he enters the Holy Sanctuary before Liturgy: ‘How shall I so unworthy,
dare to enter the brilliance of Thy holy place? If I venture to enter into the
bridal chamber, my garment itself will denounce me, for it is not worthy of a
wedding garment, and I shall be cast out bound by the angels. Cleanse, O
Lord, the defilement of my soul, and save me, for Thou art the Lover of
mankind.’
“Here, in this prayer, we see the problem, but we also glimpse the solution.
God does not want us to remain in defilement. He does not want the garment
of our souls to remain in stain and contamination. Yes, we have sinned. But
God has loved us, and will continue to do so. ‘If we confess our sins,’ St. John
the Theologian tells us, ‘He is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness’ (1 John 1:9 RSV).
“If we confess our sins ... Here is the crux of the matter. What is said here by
John seems to go beyond the usual confession of eating meat on Fridays, or of
uttering the occasional vulgarity. Instead, St. John is describing the heartfelt,
soul-exposing task of repentance.
“In repentance, we enter into a quiet consultation with the Holy Spirit, Who
searches us and tries us, and examines us from the roots of our souls to the
crown of our minds. David, the great Prophet King says this: ‘Search me, O
God, and know my heart. Try me, and know my thoughts. And see if there be
any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting’ (Psalm 139:23-24
RSV).
“In repentance, we close all thoughts of comparison. We deny any possibility
of comforting ourselves that others behave worse than we do. We know that
we are among the worst of sinners... that we are less deserving... and that it will
be more of a miracle, more of a work of grace, if God could forgive someone
like us. You know this is true, for you pray this prayer at every Liturgy: ‘I believe, O Lord and confess, that You are truly the Christ, Son of the Living
God, Who came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the first.’
“In repentance, we bravely enter the gentle, spring rain of tears. We enter that
holy sadness, and that healing grief that comes from the recognition that it was
our sin that laid stripes on His back... that it was our sin that drove the nails
through His palms and the spear through His side... that it was our sin that
left Him standing alone one evening in the Garden of Eden, after Adam and
Eve rejected His holy fellowship.
“Sometimes we do not see any outlet, any escape from our sins. St. John of
Kronstadt once wrote, ‘and these sins torment us: on account of them the
heart is oppressed with sorrow and weary. But Jesus looks upon us and streams
of tears flow from our eyes, and with the tears all the substance of evil in our
soul vanishes. We weep with joy that such mercy has suddenly and unexpectedly been sent to us.’
“On this day, and in this very hour, and in the holiness of this moment of Divine encounter, God promises you the renewal of baptismal grace. Repent, for
the Kingdom of God is at hand.
“God has called you to the Great and Eternal Wedding Feast of the ages. Let
us go then, in repentance and love, with our baptismal garments renewed and
full of gold and white, joy and light. Let us enter together into the ages of ages
with joy. He invites us to the Wedding Feast of the Lamb. Let us not disappoint Him.”
It is within the spirit of the homily that the faithful celebrated the tonsurings
and ordinations. It is with the Spirit’s guidance that six parishioners are
presently enrolled in the Diocesan Diaconate Program in Johnstown, PA. The
Spirit of His grace has led this once small parish to blossom forth and do His
will. Father Deacon Maximus Tatum, a combat-tested former Air Force enlisted officer and Army Officer with a Doctorate in Education from William
& Mary College, will assume a hospital ministry caring for the Orthodox faithful in the Norfolk, Virginia region. Sub-deacon Michael Sivy is a senior real
estate consultant in Northern Virginia. Sub-deacon Joseph Brown is an airconditioner and heater consultant and repairman. Reader Gerasimos Seaman
is a senior special projects engineer with the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
The Spirit and a full house of worshippers were present at Nativity of Our
Lord on October 29th, 2008. May the next 15 years be as fruitful as the first
15 years!

The Book of Acts tells us that the earliest Christians voluntarily shared their
“stuff ” with others. Some sold their property from time to time as funds were
needed to help the poor. What those Christians practiced was the struggle
against “stuff.” They struggled against the cares of this world. They struggled
against selfishness. They demanded of themselves the type of self-sacrificing
love that serves others. Because they believed in the quick return of the Lord
Jesus and the end of the age, they cared little about earthly possessions. The
relief of the poor was a distinctive quality of these Christians from the beginning. They had a common fund and the proceeds were then given to the apostles for sharing.
What was practiced in the earliest Church was a voluntary community of
goods out of love for each other. The principle of stewardship was made clear
to them early. What they had was not their own, but they themselves belonged
to God and all they possessed were His. The more fervent converts pooled
their money and labor for the general welfare. The welfare of others was more
important than just their own family. There was an intense feeling of responsibility for each other. A true Christian in those days could not bear to have
too much when others had so little. Some made heroic sacrifices in order to
share fully in the life of the Church. Some had to leave families who would
disown them and jobs that would no longer be available. Baptism meant initiation into a community that shared this unique lifestyle.
It was our Father among the Saints John Chrysostom who instructs us about
our life and our “stuff.” Here is some of what he said: Go outside into a field.
Ask yourself: “To whom does this field belong?” And you will reply to yourself: “It belongs to me” or “It belongs to so-and-so.” Then ask yourself: “To
whom has this field belonged in the past?” If you know the history of that
field, a list of names will appear in your mind. Then you will realize how little ownership means. That field has seen countless generations of people claiming ownership of it. Countless generations of feet have trod on it, have plowed
its soil, and have sown and harvested grain. If the field had feelings, do you
think it would feel owned by the person who claims ownership? Of course
not. The field would feel that it owned itself and was welcoming the person
who claimed ownership merely as a visitor. That is the way we should always
think of ourselves on this earth: we are merely visitors, here for a short span
to learn virtue; then after that span we shall continue our journey toward the
kingdom that lasts forever.
The season of the Nativity of our Lord is upon us. On the feast day itself, the
celebration is of God taking His world and making all of His creation new
once again. For God became human in Jesus Christ. He became like you and
me. He showed us what it meant to be truly human. And truly blessed. For
Jesus Christ, to be truly blessed meant that He went to the Cross and suffered
at the hands of human torturers. He was blessed because he was doing the will
of His Father.

Parish History

N

ativity of our Lord parish was founded in 1993 with a humble beginning
at the Manassas Hampton Inn. From there, the community relocated to
Let us, this Christmas time, take stock. How much time do we spend on our a small storefront in Old Town Manassas. In 2001, the congregation moved
selves? Our looks? Our stuff? How much time do we spend doing the will of to its present location: a now entirely refurbished building with classrooms, a
social hall and church capable of sitting nearly 200 faithful. Unique among the
our Father who art in heaven?
Orthodox parishes in Northern Virginia, the Nativity parishioners comprise
15 different nationalities—many being immigrants and first-generation AmerRev. Fr. Frederick Watson icans—united by their Orthodox Faith.
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Sharon Parish Celebrates 70th Anniversary

SHARON, PA--St. John’s Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Church, 725 Cedar
Avenue, Sharon marked the 70th Anniversary of its Founding on Sunday, October 5, 2008. Metropolitan Nicholas, ruling Bishop of the American
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese headquartered in Johnstown, PA, celebrated the hierarchical Divine Liturgy at 9:30 am.
Metropolitan Nicholas, who is celebrating his 25th year as an Orthodox
Bishop, delivered the Anniversary homily during the Liturgical services. Responses were sung by St. John’s Choir under the direction of Mrs. James
(Paula) Kudelko. Professor Joseph Jaeger also led the congregational singing.
St. John’s was organized on March 20, 1938 and held its first Divine Liturgy
on April 3rd at the Croatian Hall in Farrell, PA. Two weeks later the Congregation bought the former Presbyterian Mission Church on the corner of Cedar
and Morrison, and over the past 70 years have done extensive interior and exterior renovations. Over fifty original members are still active in the Church

and will be honored with flowers. Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka has been
the pastor since 1972.
According to Eastern Orthodox tradition, the Bishop was greeted at the church
doors with the customary bread and salt by Steven J. Lukac, church president.
Father Polanichka then greeted the bishop with the hand Cross.
An Anniversary banquet was held at noon on Sunday at Tiffany Manor, Brookfield, Ohio. Attorney Michael Ristvey Jr., of Hermitage was the Toastmaster.
A presentation of old church films and activities, pictures and interviews was
a highlight of the festivities.
The members of the Church presented Steven John Lukac of Hubbard, Ohio
with the prestigious St. John’s Award for his tireless volunteer devotion and
service over the years. Mr. Lukac has been president of the congregation for the
past seven years, sings in the choir and is a lifetime member of St. John’s.

SCOBA and SCOOCH Hierarchs Celebrate 8th
Annual Prayer Service for the United Nations
NEW YORK, NY – On Thursday, October 30th, Hierarchs of the Standing Conference of the Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA)
and of the Standing Conference of Oriental Orthodox Churches in America (SCOOCH) celebrated the 8th Annual Prayer Service for the United Nations. His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian Church (Eastern), welcomed His Eminence Archbishop
Demetrios of America (Greek Orthodox Archdiocese), the Chairman of SCOBA, assembled Hierarchs, Clergy, Ambassadors and Dignitaries of the UN
Diplomatic Corps and laity to the Saint Vartan Armenian Cathedral, the traditional site when the service is hosted by an Oriental Orthodox Church.
Archbishop Barsamian presided over the Vespers Service, which included liturgical chanting by Armenian, Coptic and Ethiopian Choirs. The Vespers
marked a significant milestone in the life of SCOBA, as for the first time, Bishop Mercurius of Zaraisk (Representation of the Moscow Patriarchate)
participated in the Vespers as a full Member of SCOBA. Additionally, there were present Archbishop Mor Cyril Aphrem Karim of the Syrian Orthodox
Church, Archbishop Vicken Aykazian of the Armenian Church (who is also President of the NCC), and Bishop Seraphim, (retired Bishop of Sendai,
Orthodox Church of Japan,) representing the Orthodox Church in America.
His Excellency, Ambassador Negash Kebret, the Permanent Representative of the Federal Republic of Ethiopia to the United Nations addressed the assembled faithful. Following the conclusion of Vespers, led by the Hierarchs and the Diplomatic Corps, over 200 of the Clergy and Faithful attended
a reception in the Kavookjian Hall.
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Message of His All Holiness, the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, on the
Day of the Protection of the Environment
+BAR THOLOMEW
BY THE MERCY OF GOD ARCHBISHOP
OF CONSTANTINOPLE, NEW ROME AND
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
TO THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH
GRACE AND PEACE
FROM THE CREATOR OF THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE
OUR LORD, GOD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST
For creation was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who
subjected it ... For we know that the whole creation groans and travails in pain
together until now. (Rom. 8. 20,22)
Beloved Brothers and children in the Lord,

O

cious those who correspondingly treat created nature either reasonably or unreasonably.
Nevertheless, by the same token, even as people’s awareness of the environmental crisis grows, unfortunately the image presented by our planet today is
the opposite. Especially disturbing is the fact that the poorest and most vulnerable members of the human race are being affected by environmental problems which they did not create. From Australia to the Cape Horn of Africa,
we learn of regions experiencing prolonged drought, which result in the desertification of formerly fertile and productive areas, where the local populations suffer from extreme hunger and thirst. From Latin America to the heart
of Eurasia, we hear of melting glaciers, on which millions of people depend for
water supply.
Our Holy and Great Church of Christ, following in the footsteps and example of the late Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios, is working tirelessly to raise
awareness not only among public opinion but also among responsible world
leaders. It achieves this by organizing Ecological Symposia that deal with climate change and the management of water. The ultimate purpose of this endeavor
is
to
explore
the
interconnectedness of the world’s
ecosystems and to study the way in
which the phenomena of global
warming and its anthropogenic effects
are manifested. Through these academic gatherings, attended by representatives of various Christian
Churches and world religions as well
as diverse scholarly disciplines, our Ecumenical Patriarchate is striving to establish a stable and innovative alliance
between religion and science, based on
the fundamental principle that – in
order for the goal to be achieved and
for the natural environment to be preserved – both sides must show a spirit
of good will, mutual respect, and cooperation. The collaboration of science and religion at these Symposia
organized in different regions of the
planet, seeks to contribute to the development of an environmental ethic,
which must underline that the use of
the world and the enjoyment of material goods must be Eucharistic, accompanied by doxology toward God;
by the same token, the abuse of the
world and participation therein without reference to God is sinful both before the Creator and before humanity
as creation.
Beloved Brothers and children in the
Lord, we know that the creation participated in the fall of Adam from the original beauty; as a result, it groans and
travails in pain together. Moreover, we know that the abuse, deviation, violation and arrogance of humanity contribute to the destruction of the travailing nature, which is subjected to the corruption of creation. Finally, we also
know that this destruction actually comprises self-destruction. Therefore, we
invite all of you, irrespective of position and profession, to remain faithful to
a natural use of all God’s creation, “offering thanks to the God, who created
the world and granted everything to us.”
For to Him is due all glory and power to the ages. Amen.

nce again, as the ecclesiastical
year begins, we are called to reflect – with renewed spiritual intensity
in Christ and especial sensitivity – on
the state of our bountiful planet, and
to offer particular prayers for the protection of the whole natural world.
Many things have changed since our
predecessor, the late Patriarch Dimitrios decided, over two decades ago,
that September 1st should be dedicated as a day of supplication for the
preservation of God’s beautiful creation. In assuming that initiative, the
late Ecumenical Patriarch also issued
a message of warning about the destructive consequences of abusing the
environment. He noted that, in contrast with most other forms of human
misuse and violation, environmental
pollution has the potential to cause
vast and irreversible damage, by destroying virtually all forms of life on
the planet.
At the time, of course, this warning
may have sounded exaggerated to certain sceptical ears; however, in the
light of what we know now, it is abundantly clear that his words were
prophetic. Today, environmental scientists expressly emphasize that the
observed climate change has the potential to disrupt and destroy the entire ecosystem, which sustains not only the
human species but also the entire wondrous world of animals and plants that
is interdependent upon one another like a chain. The choices and actions of
what is otherwise civilized modern man have led to this tragic situation, essentially comprising a moral and spiritual problem, which the divinely inspired Apostle Paul had articulated with colourful imagery in underlining its
specifically ontological dimension in his Letter to the Romans nineteen centuries ago: “For creation was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who subjected it ... For we know that the whole creation groans and
travails in pain together until now.” (Rom. 8. 20,22)
At this point, however, we are obligated to state that this spiritual and moral
dimension of the environmental problem constitutes today, perhaps more so
Your beloved brother in Christ and fervent supplicant before God,
than ever before, the common conscience of all people, and especially young
people, who are well aware of the fact that all of humanity has a common destiny. An increasing number of people comprehends that their overall consumption – namely, their personal involvement in the production of particular
goods or their rejection of others – touches not only on ethical, but also on eschatological parameters. An increasing number of people understands that the
irrational use of natural resources and the unchecked consumption of energy
contribute to the reality of climate change, with consequences on the life and
+BARTHOLOMEW
survival of humanity created in the image of God and is therefore tantamount
Archbishop of Constantinople, New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch
to sin. An increasing number of people characterizes either virtuous or else vi-
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dead three more blasts of a revolver were emptied into his head. On September 12, Sandovych’s father, his pregnant wife, and brother were sent to the
concentration camp at Talerhof in the far western part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. While in the camp Pelagia gave birth to a son named Maxim in
honor of his father. Like his father, the younger Maxim also entered the priesthood serving the Lemko Rusyn people faithfully until his death in 1991.
In September, 1994, the official glorification of Fr. Maxim began in the courtyard of the Gorlice Court House where Fr. Maxim had been martyred, where
a bronze plaque marking the tragic event was placed on the courthouse wall.
Following this service, a procession of hierarchs, including our Metropolitan
Nicholas, clergy and faithful entered the Holy Trinity Orthodox Church in
Gorlice for the service of glorification. In the procession were the martyr’s
grandson, granddaughter, great granddaughter, and grandnephew, Very Rev.
Daniel Ressetar of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
For the glorification of a saint, ordinarily the saint’s relics would be exhumed
from their grave and transferred in procession to the church. The bishops of
the Orthodox Church of Poland decided to delay the transfer, fearing it would
(1886-1914)
provoke the area’s Roman Catholics who reluctantly tolerate the Orthodox
t. Maxim was born in 1886 in Zdynia in the Lemko region of Carpatho- presence. Finally, on September 5-6, 2007, the martyr’s relics were transferred
Rus, which was a part of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy in present day from the village cemetery in Zdynia to the Holy Trinity Church in Gorlice,
Poland. His father, Tymofej, was the cantor of Zdynia’s Greek Catholic church. Poland where they are enshrined on the right side of the icon screen.
After completing his education in the nearby town of Jaslo and Nowy Sacz, he The Lord said: “Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.
entered the Greek Catholic Basilian monastery in Krakow. Dissatisfied with But rather fear Him Who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell”
the attempts to Latinize the Eastern rite to make it more acceptable to the (Matthew 10:28). The life of this new priest-martyr echo the words of Jesus.
St. Maxim had no fear of threats from
Roman Catholic majority and also atthe government, imprisonment,
tempts to denationalize the Rusyns, he
abuse, insults and even a firing squad.
crossed the border into the Russian
When this newly-ordained priest was
empire and entered the famed Orthoarrested for serving an Orthodox Didox monastery at Pochaev. It was
vine Liturgy, his first action on being
while at the monastery that his outfreed was to immediately return to his
standing potential attracted the attenflock and resume his priestly ministry.
tion of the illustrious Bishop Anthony
The Lord’s words in the Book of RevKhrapovitsky who enrolled him in the
elation apply well to St. Maxim: “Be
Orthodox seminary in Zhitomir.
faithful unto death and I will give you
He completed his seminary studies in
the crown of Life” (Revelation 2:10).
1911 and that same year married PelaIn my many years working as a hosgia Grigoryuk and was ordained to the
pice chaplain, I have often been sumHoly Priesthood. In the Lemko region
moned by doctors and nurses to the
at that time there was a growing
bedside of a terminally ill patient who
movement away from the Greek
is fearful of his approaching death.
Catholic Church to the Orthodox
These medical professionals assume,
Faith of their ancestors. Fr. Maxim reand rightly so, that only a strong spirturned home to serve the Orthodox
itual faith can help a person face this
churches in the villages of Hrab, Vysofear. The promise of the Lord Jesus to
vatka and Dovhe. After serving his
us is that if we believe in Him and our
first Divine Liturgy in Hrab on Delives are joined to His, we have nothcember 2, 1911, the Austrian authoring to fear in death. But while the
ities, suspicious of the Orthodox Faith
Death and Resurrection of Jesus have
for its alleged Russian sympathies, isremoved our fear of death, Jesus does
sued an order forbidding any further
not desire that all of our fears vanish.
Orthodox services. Fr. Maxim ignored
He does want us to be afraid! He
the order and continued to conduct
wants us to be afraid of the right
services in village homes. He was rethings, to be fearful of things that
peatedly fined and held under temposhould be feared: “…fear him who is
rary arrest. Before Pascha in 1912, he
able to destroy both soul and body in
was again arrested with his friend and
hell. “ What shall it profit a man if he
spiritual father, Father Ignatij
Fr. Daniel Ressetar is shown at the shrine of his great uncle, St. Maxim Sandrovych, at Holy Trinity Church
gain the whole world and lose his
Hudyma, and held in prison for two in Gorlice, Poland.
soul?” (Matthew 16:26). The life of
years in a Lviv prison until their trial
St. Maxim Sandovych, faithful priest
began on March 9, 1914. After being
found not guilty he immediately returned to his native village and continued and martyr, glory of Carpatho-Rus’, shines forth this truth!
ministering to his Orthodox parishioners.
With the outbreak of World War I, Sandovych was again arrested and imTropar
prisoned on August 4, 1914 along with his entire family. Father Maxim, his
(Tone 4)
father, mother, brother and wife were forced to travel on foot to the prison
while being prodded by the bayonets of the soldiers. In prison they were placed
in separate cells and denied the opportunity to see each other. This time, howMoved by the providence of God to go to Mount Pochaev, there to learn the
ever, there would be no court trial. On the morning of September 6, Fr.
rightness of the Orthodox Faith you attained unto true teaching in the city of
Maxim awoke in his cell and read his morning prayers. Austrian soldiers led
Zhitomir and returned to your own country as a brave warrior of Christ. For
the twenty-eight-year-old priest from his cell to a wall in the prison courtyard
Orthodoxy and your people you received the crown of martyrdom and thereby
where he was bound and blindfolded. There they ripped his priestly cross from
made your native land steadfast in the Holy Faith. O hieromartyr Maxim, enhis chest and threw it to the dirt, marking an “X” with a chalk over his heart
treat Christ God that our souls be saved.
for a target. Before the command to execute the priest was given, Father
Maxim was heard to shout: “Long live the Rus’ people, long live Orthodoxy!”
Very Rev. Edward Pehanich
As the shots rang out, the martyr slumped to the ground. To assure that he was

Saints of Carpatho-Rus
The Holy New Martyr
Maxim Sandovych

S
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Cross Carrying Pilgrimage Focuses on
Christ’s Presence
By Jackie Coughenour

You will be enriched in everything for great generosity which, through us, will
produce thanksgiving to God. (II Corinthians 9:11)
Dearly Beloved in Christ Jesus,
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our
Lord Jesus Christ.

O

n this Sunday before our national feast of Thanksgiving, we give thanks
to our Merciful God for all His blessings, and we take time to remember International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC). As the humanitarian
aid agency of SCOBA, IOCC serves throughout the world as ambassadors of
God’s mercy. Agency staff and partners feed the hungry, care for the sick, and
provide essential relief to those whose lives have been shattered by man-made
and natural disasters. Through your generous support, millions of hurting
people receive the care and attention that all people deserve.
IOCC’s mission is to respond to our Lord’s call to minister to those who are
suffering and are in need throughout the world, sharing with them God’s gifts
of food, shelter, economic self-sufficiency, and most importantly, hope. Since
its inception in 1992, IOCC has delivered more than $275 million in services
to some of the world’s most vulnerable people. From famine relief in Ethiopia
to assisting the victims of Hurricane Katrina; from fire fighting equipment for
Greece after the devastating wildfires of 2007 to relief for the war-torn Caucasus (both in Northern Ossetia and Georgia), IOCC brings comfort and assistance to literally tens of thousands.
As Saint Paul said to the Corinthians, God provides us with the means, in
every way, so that we will be generous at all times (2 Cor. 9:11). A generous
heart makes way for the grace of God to freely flow both to the one who receives, and to the one who gives. Through our giving, as God has given us, we
enter a holy cycle that glorifies God and uplifts our fellow neighbor. When you
support IOCC this holiday season, your love extends to families in need of
food and shelter.
As your spiritual shepherds, we exhort you to be mindful of your blessings, and
to joyfully share your bounty with those who are struggling throughout the
world, as well as your loved ones. In doing so, you not only bring them help
and hope, but you kindle the holy flame of God’s love.
May our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bless you and your families this holiday
season, as we offer thanksgiving to Him, and make ready to receive Him anew
in His Glorious Nativity in Bethlehem.
With paternal love and blessings in Christ,
†Archbishop DEMETRIOS, Chairman
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
†Metropolitan PHILIP, Vice Chairman
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
†Metropolitan CHRISTOPHER, Secretary
Serbian Orthodox Church in the USA and Canada
†Metropolitan NICHOLAS of Amissos, Treasurer
American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese in the USA

Very Rev. Fr. Miles Zdinak is shown with youth pilgrims in fron of “House of Miracles” in Berlin, PA.

BERLIN, PA - On November 15, nine members of the Orthodox faith made
a pilgrimage carrying a cross, as Jesus had done just before His Crucifixion.
Father Miles Zdinak, pastor of the Saint Peters & Paul Orthodox Church in
Windber, led this pilgrimage starting at the Saint Peters & Paul Orthodox
Church in Pine Hill. The group started out about 10 a.m., carrying a large
wooden cross weighing about 50 pounds, traveling north headed for the final
destination, the House of Miracles, a cafe in Berlin.
As they walked, Father Zdinak and the group discussed the cross and Christ’s
suffering and how it effects life today.
“The main focus on what we have done here today is to remove the cares of
the world and concentrate on Christ’s presence in our daily lives. How we
should imitate Him instead of watching the distractions happening in our
lives. The need to set aside time for focus and meaning in trying to accomplish
our service to Christ,” said Father Zdinak.
Plans are to make the pilgrimage again next fall. This season is chosen to do
this pilgrimage because things are at a slower pace, school is back in session,
and it’s a time before people are busy with Christmas church functions. Also,
they feel it helps to prepare for the Advent Fast, because the pilgrimage is a
dedication of self to Christ.
The church at Pine Hill was chosen as the starting point, because according
to legend, the iconostasis or icon screen there was originally donated to the
community of Pine Hill by Czar Nicholas.
The final destination of the pilgrimage was the House of Miracles, a colonialera log house turned into a cafe, where religious icons are on display, people
can pray, drink coffee and eat unique foods such as Italian gelato. But, according to the cafe owner, Roger Clarke, the place is a witness of faith, saying
that actual miracles have occurred there. Clarke was one of the people who
helped to carry the cross on the walk.
Those participating in the pilgrimage were Father Zdinak, his wife Elizabeth,
and children, Juliana and Paul; Roger Clarke and sons, Angel and Pedro; John
Drabish and Hannah Glick. Churches represented were Saint Peters & Paul
Orthodox Church in Windber, Saint Marys Byzantine Church in Windber
and Saint Marys Greek Orthodox Church in Johnstown.

†Bishop MERCURIUS of Zaraisk
Representation of the Moscow Patriarchate
†Archbishop DMITRI Locum Tenens
Orthodox Church in America
Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in America and Canada
†Metropolitan JOSEPH
Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Church
†Metropolitan CONSTANTINE
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
†Bishop ILIA of Philomelion
Albanian Orthodox Diocese of America

We wish you a happy
and blessed
Thanksgiving!
Oh, give thanks to the LORD,
for He is good! For His mercy
endures forever (Psalm 107:1).

PERIODICAL

†Archbishop NICOLAE
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