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METROPOLITAN NICHOLAS CELEBRATES 25 YEARS
IN THE EPISCOPACY

JOHNSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA – On Friday, May 2nd—Bright Friday—
His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas reached a significant milestone in his
life of priestly service to the Lord and His Holy Orthodox Church: the 25th
Anniversary of his Consecration to the Episcopacy. The anniversary commemoration began with a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy celebrated by the Metropolitan in Christ the Saviour Cathedral, which was filled to capacity for the
service with faithful from all parts of the Diocese as well as those from the
local community. Presiding at the Liturgy was His Eminence, Archbishop
Demetrios, Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. Concelebrating with His
Eminence were the following hierarchs: Metropolitan Constantine (Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA), Archbishop Antony (Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA), Bishop Andriy of Great Britain (Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA) and Bishop Ilia (Albanian Orthodox Diocese—Ecumenical Patriarchate). Choral responses to the Hierarchical Liturgy were rendered by the Cathedral Choir, which was directed by Miss Helen Spanovich.
Diocesan clergy led the Plain Chant responses. Other bishops in attendance
were: Bishop Philotheos of Meloa (Bishop Emeritus of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese and Co-Consecrator of Metropolitan Nicholas), Metropolitan
Maximos of Pittsburgh (Greek Orthodox Archdiocese), Metropolitan Isaiah of

Denver (Greek Orthodox Archdiocese), Bishop Thomas of Charleston, Oakland and the Mid-Atlantic (Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese), Metropolitan Basil Schott (Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Pittsburgh), Metropolitan
Stefan Soroka (Ukrainian Catholic Archdiocese of Philadelphia), Bishop Basil
Losten (Bishop Emeritus of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Stamford),
Bishop William Skurla (Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic), Bishop John
Kudrick (Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Parma), Bishop Joseph Adamec
(Roman Catholic Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown) and Bishop Gregory Pile
(Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, Allegheny Synod) The Homily at
the Anniversary Liturgy was preached by Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro,
Diocesan Chancellor and Cathedral Dean. (see page 11)

Archpastoral Response

A

t the conclusion of the Liturgy, Metropolitan Nicholas offered his reflections on this special day in his life. “I cannot fail to stand in this beauty
and glory today without giving thanks to God for His Grace and His Calling,
and for the rich mercies of the fellowship made manifest by each one of you,”
-cont’d on page 4
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A “Sign of the Times”

L

ike many of our readers, I recently
made the trip to Johnstown for
the Metropolitan’s 25th Anniversary
celebration. The drive from Perth
Amboy takes about 5 ½ hours. It’s a
drive that I have made on numerous
occasions and, like any such drive, it
tends to become a bit boring and monotonous. For me, however, there is
one stretch that makes the drive
worth it—the final 38 miles when
you exit the Pennsylvania Turnpike in
Bedford, and travel on a very windy
and mountainous road that cuts
through several quaint rural communities. What is most appealing about
this stretch of road is the fact that
along the way are three small churches
that always have interesting phrases
posted on their church marquee. On
this latest journey of mine, I hit the
“trifecta”: there were 3 timely messages posted! While all 3 had some
merit, the following was, by far, the
most eye-catching: “YOU DON’T
NEED TO GO TO A BAR TO
ENJOY A HAPPY HOUR.” I de-

cided to write about this one because,
not only do I think it is clever and
catchy, but it ties in beautifully with
something I was going to write about
anyway!
Recently, an article in the newspaper
appeared with this shocking headline:
“NEW CHURCH HOLDS SERVICE IN BAR TO REACH NEW
PEOPLE.” In the town of Sidney,
Ohio, some 35 miles north of Dayton, the Country Rock Church now
meets at a place called the Pub
Lounge. It is an offshoot of the
United First Methodist Church in
Sidney, and the pastor there said he
came up with this novel idea because
he was looking for “a creative way to
reach people in unconventional
places.” The parish’s website advertises
the Country Rock Church as offering
“top regional bands, pizza, buffalo
wings, rowdy fun…and a short message.” One might be tempted to say
that the church apparently is doing
something right, because they now attract 100 people to a Sunday evening
-cont’d on page 12
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Post Pascha Blues

O

n the Sunday of Pascha we enjoy
a beautiful bright festival. We
enter into the day of the Lord and celebrate the day. . . . Christ is Risen, and
the angels rejoice. Christ is Risen, and
life is set free! Christ is Risen, and the
tomb is emptied of its dead! (taken
from the Pascal Homily of Saint John
Chrysostom)
On the Sunday of Pascha our
churches are filled to capacity! The
faithful are happy and joyful! What a
wonderful sight! Yet, what happens a
week later on the day we commemorate Saint Thomas Sunday? Perhaps
we should call it the post Pascha
blues!
The following is still fresh in our
minds from Holy Week: During the
final days of the life of Jesus here on
earth, He gathers His disciples together for a most revealing, yet difficult to accept type of talk with them.
His speech consists of powerful words
which foretell His own Death, Resurrection, and Ascension. Yet, in telling
His disciples about the events to come
in the days ahead regarding Himself,
our Lord also conveys how those closest to Him will react and what they
will do.
Jesus informs the Twelve Apostles that
there is a betrayer among them - Judas
Iscariot (John 13:21). Our Lord
then approaches Simon Peter and relates to him the manner in which
Peter will eventually deny any kind of
association with Him. And, that this
denial will become apparent on more
than one occasion (John 13:38).
And, finally, our Lord tells the group
collectively that they will flee from
His presence and distance themselves
from Him (John 16:32).
Judas does betray Christ. Peter does
deny knowing Him. And, the Apostles do indeed flee and go into seclusion following Christ’s Crucifixion
and Resurrection! Their main reason
was fear of the Jews, but may also
have included other basic human reasons, such as worry, doubt, stubbornness, slowness in understanding, total
disbelief, tiredness, or an overburdening of their time in some other way.
These reasons may sound familiar to
many of us, since we also seem to flee
and go into seclusion after Pascha.
And, just like Peter, when our Paschal

celebration ends, many of us deny any
association with Christ. Further, like
Judas, we also - in many different
ways - betray Christ.
Our Lord may have indeed foreseen
the activity of future generations of
His followers: “Indeed the hour is coming, yes has now come, that you will be
scattered, each to his own and will leave
Me alone. And yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.” (John
16:32)
The Risen Lord did seek out His disciples (just as He seeks out each of us
today) and joined their company on
several occasions, which takes us to
the second Sunday of Pascha. The
Gospel reading is from the Book of
John (chapter 20, verses 19-31). Jesus
appears to the ten disciples who are
gathered in a closed room. We hear
of the doubt of Thomas – a doubt
which gave birth to faith.
But, for the few of us who are present
at the Divine Liturgy on Saint
Thomas Sunday to hear the Gospel
Reading, we see an undeniable contrast from the week before.
On Pascha, what had been seen and
felt during the Paschal Liturgy celebrated in all of our Diocesan parishes,
is beautifully reflected in the verses
from the priest’s Prayer on the Amvon
for the Feast of the Resurrection:
“The Church of the Lord is honored
by many good people. See how many
of the faithful have not only endured
the weariness of fasting, but, with
lighted candles, are eager to offer gifts
to the King of ages on the feast of the
Resurrection. Those who have wandered away have returned . . . the
Churches are joyful. Keep all the
clergy and people in oneness of mind.
Watch, preserve, have mercy upon
and keep all the people standing
about in the enjoyment of Your divine
immortal and life-creating mysteries.”
Beautiful without a doubt! But that
was on the Sunday of Pascha! What
happens a week later on Saint
Thomas Sunday? All of those glorious things which we experienced and
were a part of the Paschal celebration
cannot simply vanish or be snatched
away. Or, can they?
Somewhere between Pascha and Saint
Thomas Sunday something drastic
seems to happen time and time again!
-cont’d on page 5
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Archpastoral Letter for the Feast of Pentecost
To the Very Reverend and Reverend
Fathers and Clergy, and to the Beloved
Faithful of this Diocese:
Glory to Jesus Christ!
Slava Isusu Christu!
Suddenly there came a sound from
heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind,
and it filled the whole house where they
were sitting. Then there appeared to
them divided tongues, as of fire, and one
sat upon each of them. And they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit.
-- Acts 2.2-4

O

n the Christian Feast of Pentecost, the fiftieth day after
the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ, the Holy Spirit descended
upon the Mother of God and the
Apostles who were gathered together
in the Upper Room. John the Baptist
once predicted that Christ would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire
(Luke 3.16): at Pentecost, at nine
o’clock in the morning, the prophecy
of the Forerunner came true in the
fullness of divine power and joy.
The fire that blazed in the Upper Room was a sign of the Uncreated Energy,
the Grace, of the Holy Trinity. The infinite Love of the Three Persons, One in
Essence, spills out in vast profusion into and beyond the entire Universe: and
on that spring day in Jerusalem, the Holy Spirit glorified Jesus Christ in the
everyday reality of common women and men.
St. Basil writes that “… as the Father is seen in the Son, so the Son is seen in
the Spirit … By means of the illumination of the Spirit we behold the ‘radiance of the glory’ [Hebrews 1.3] of God: by means of the ‘impression’ we are
led up to Him of Whom He is the impression, exactly reproduced on the seal.”
Jesus Christ is the complete image of God the Father: the Holy Spirit is the radiance of that Image, and we are bathed in that ineffable glory.
At Pentecost, that ineffable glory of Trinitarian Grace flooded the Upper Room
with Uncreated Fire.
The fire is that glory of grace: it is the light and life of the Body of Christ. It
is the ground of belief, the substance of faith. It is eternal life that is inaugurated in the here and now. It is what transforms fishermen into fishers of men.
It is what amplifies the language of men into the Gospel of God.
The fire of Pentecost is nothing less than the profound presence of the Holy
Spirit. It is the only power that constitutes the Church. That Holy Fire is what
transforms a society of common folk into the mystical Body of Christ – common folk who become partakers of the divine nature, a chosen people, a royal
priesthood who are called by God the Father, fashioned by the Son, and realized by the indwelling and filling of the Holy Spirit. That Holy Fire, which is
at the same time a single flame but set individually upon each person, is the
sign and reality of sanctification in the present, and the perfection of theosis in
the ages to come.
You and I are inducted into that Day of Pentecost which never ends, for Pentecost is the name of this one Christian generation. At Pentecost, the Last Days
began and will only finish when the Son of Man returns in glory. Every sacrament completely ushers us into the mystical Upper Room and immerses us in
its Holy Fire. Through sacrament we commune with the Holy Trinity.
Through prayer the Holy Spirit gives utterance with a language that goes beyond human speech. Through fellowship we practice for Heaven in the New
Jerusalem. Through the virtues we set aside the darkness and divisions of the
Tower of Babel, and we enter into the sweet family accord of the “peace that
passes all understanding” (Philippians 4.7).
All we have to do, you and I, is to trade our lesser things for greater things. All
we have to do is to give up our passions and our entanglements, and receive
grace and spiritual gifts.
St. Macarius the Great writes of this happy exchange: “If you renounce the
life you are leading today and if you persevere in your prayer, you will feel that

your effort is securing you great restfulness. You will discover in these
slight pains and fatigues a great joy
and a happiness that are immense.
God’s tender love is ineffable. He offers Himself to those who with all
their faith believe that God can dwell
in the human body and make it His
glorious abode. God built heaven and
earth to be the dwelling place of the
human race. But He also built the
human body and soul to make them
His own abode, so that He might
dwell therein and rest there as in a well
kept house … ‘We are His house,’ St.
Paul writes [in Hebrews 3.6]. In their
houses human beings carefully accumulate their wealth. The Lord in His
house, our soul and body, amasses and
stores up the heavenly riches of the
Spirit.”
How can we refuse this exchange?
How can we – knowing that there is
so much to gain from repentance and
faith – fail to answer the invitation of
the Spirit and the Bride, who say, together, “Come!” (Revelation 23.17).
And yet, there are those who refuse.
Those individuals are the ones who
blaspheme against the Holy Spirit,
that sin, which our Lord says, is the
only sin that will remain unforgiven at the end of all things, on the Last Day:
Assuredly I say to you, that all sins will be forgiven the sons of men … but he who
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is subject to eternal
condemnation (Mark 3.28-29).
What is this blasphemy against the Holy Spirit? Remember that the Holy
Spirit descended at Pentecost to glorify the Son of God on this earth, so that
we might join with Jesus in His Mystical Body and sojourn with Him to eternal glory. The Holy Spirit testifies to Jesus Christ as the only Son of God. The
Spirit says that Jesus is the only Risen One, the only Hope, the only Way, Truth
and the Life. The Spirit says that the Upper Room of Pentecost is the only
place of Salvation, that the Christian Gospel is the only true message of salvation, that all religion is fulfilled and resolved in the glories of the Apostolic
Orthodox Church.
The Holy Spirit pushes and raises, moves and leads, cajoles and calls us in the
day and the night, in the sky and the depths of our souls. The Holy Spirit calls
us to solidarity with Jesus Christ in the Church. If we say no to that invitation,
we commit the sin which will be the only sin that remains unforgiven. And
tragically, at the last day, the only ones who will be condemned to the eternal
hell of torment will be those who committed the “unforgiven” sin.
There is no such thing as an “unforgivable sin.” That is a term that is alien to
the Orthodox Church, for God can do anything He so chooses. And the only
sin that remains unforgiven is the sin of refusal – the sin of refusing to repent
and commune … the sin of saying no to the Holy Spirit, when the Spirit calls
us to believe … the sin of not moving, of staying behind, when the Spirit and
the Bride say “Come.”
Let us cast aside all the passions, the despair and the worldly entanglements
that draw us away from belief. Let us lighten ourselves with prayer and freedom, simplicity and love, communion and repentance, so that the Spirit may
lift us up from earthly cares. Let us completely and perfectly believe in Jesus
Christ. Let us lift up our hearts and gift thanks unto the Lord, so that we may
raise on high the King of all, and enter by the door of the sheepfold into that
bright Upper Room, in the Morning of Eternal Life which is today, this bright
day, of the Feast of Pentecost, the generation of the Apostolic and Everlasting
Church of God.
Granting unto you, my beloved, my fervent Archpastoral blessings, I remain
Yours in the Grace of the Holy Trinity,

+METROPOLITAN NICHOLAS
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ligious landscape in America.

Concluding Remarks

T

“As many as have been baptized into Christ...” Metropolitan Nicholas leads the clergy and faithful in the singing of this beautiful hymn.

Program

-25th Anniversary, cont’d from page 1

His Eminence began. “In these 25 years of the
apostolic yoke of the Orthodox episcopacy, I have
been content. I have had no regrets. I have desired
no other calling. I have experienced the abundance
of Christian life. I have been rich in the sufficiency
of God’s strength, which has been made manifest,
over and over again. And even in the moments of
greatest challenge, I was constantly befriended by
the Lord Jesus Christ. In the moments of greatest
weakness, I was overcome by the sufficiency of
God’s grace. In that moment when I was stricken
with cancer a few years ago, my weakness was filled
to overflowing with the manifestation of God’s infinite strength. I was reminded at that moment that
I owe everything to the love and grace of the Holy
Trinity, and to the intercessions of the Holy
Theotokos and Saint Nectarios. So on this glorious
day of blessings beyond all counting, I give to you
the very best I have as my expression of thanksgiving for your kindness, your love and your friendship. I give to you a thankful heart, full of the grace
of Christ, and the Peace of His Holy Name.”
Following his remarks, the Metropolitan presented
each priest in attendance a silver pectoral cross, specially designed and crafted for the occasion.

P

residing over the main portion of the Banquet
Program was Protopresbyter Mark B. Arey,
General Secretary to the Standing Conference of
Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas. Remarks were offered and presentations made by the
following speakers: His Grace, Bishop Andriy, His
Grace, Bishop Philotheos, His Excellency, Bishop
Joseph Adamec, Metropolitan Stefan Soroka, Metropolitan Basil Schott, Bishop Gregory Pile and
John Righetti, President of the Carpatho-Rusyn Society. A monetary gift was presented to Metropolitan Nicholas in behalf of all of the clergy and
parishes of the Diocese by Protopresbyter Ronald
A. Hazuda, Diocesan Treasurer.

Special Tribute

A

special feature of the program was two unique
tributes to the Metropolitan. The first was a
musical tribute to His Eminence by the Diocesan
clergy and Panis in attendance. Number some 70
strong, they formed a combined choir under the
direction of Protopresbyter Michael Rosco, singing
two choral selections for the Metropolitan. Then
Protodeacon Emil Gulick and family performed an
original song entitled “Our Shepherd,” which he
wrote especially for this occasion. The second tribJubilee Banquet ute was a DVD narrated by Father Miloro, which
25th Anniversary Banquet was held that featured scores of photographs highlighting the
evening at the Frank J. Pasquerilla Center in Metropolitan’s life—especially his Episcopal years.
downtown Johnstown. Over 500 guests came out
to honor their beloved hierarch and Chief ShepMain Address
herd. Prior to dinner, introductions were made and
remarks were offered by: Protopresbyter Frank
he Main Address was given by His Eminence,
Miloro, Mr. Daniel Breno, Diocesan Trustee and
Archbishop Demetrios. The Archbishop
Financial Secretary; Mayor Thomas Trigona, Mayor began his remarks with this observation: “We have
of Johnstown and Mr. Mark Pasquerrilla, President gathered here today for this substantial celebration of
of Crown American Hotels. An Anniversary Toast a substantial episcopacy.” He lauded the Metropolwas offered by Protopresbyter Elias Kozar, Pastor itan for his quarter of a century of tireless efforts as
Emeritus of St. Mary Church in Yonkers, New York a bishop of the Church of Christ, and for being a
and a Presentation from the National Senior and true leader. Quoting from the writings of the
Junior ACRY was made by Katherine Stienstra, Na- Prophet Isaiah, Archbishop Demetrios called Mettional Junior ACRY President and National Senior ropolitan Nicholas a “prudent listener, an admirable
and Junior Spiritual Advisors Father Peter Paproski counselor and a wise architect.” He praised him for
and Father Miles Zdinak. Dinner entertainment being a “bridge builder,” reaching out across juriswas then provided by Vychodna Dolina from New dictional and ecumenical barriers and striving to
York City.
bring some semblance of Christian unity to the re-

he banquet program came to a conclusion
with closing remarks from Metropolitan
Nicholas. “King Solomon once wrote in the Book
of Proverbs: ‘Let a friend be with you on every occasion, and let brethren be useful in necessities, for
they are begotten for this reason.’ I cannot fail to
stand here today without boasting to you of my
riches in friendship. We have been brought together
in many occasions of necessity. Today, we enjoy fellowship in this moment of great joy. I give you all
my thanks: from His Eminence, Archbishop
Demetrios, to my brothers in the episcopacy, to my
beloved priests and clergy in this Diocese, to the
wonderful Chancery staff who worked so diligently
in preparing this celebration, to the Diocesan Consistory priests and lay Trustees, to the clergy wives
and clergy families who have sacrificed and worked
long years in the vineyard of Christ, and to all of
the faithful of this God-blessed Diocese. I thank
you, and rejoice in our friendship in the Lord Jesus
Christ. I look today, and I am amazed and humbled to see many of our brethren from neighboring
jurisdictions. I wholeheartedly welcome you from
the Roman Catholic Diocese, the Byzantine and
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchies and from the
Lutheran community. I rejoice in your presence
here today, and I thank you all, because in these
later years, we have confidently approached each
other in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and we
have experienced friendship in the Name of the
Prince of Peace. The angels told the Myrrhbearing
Women at the empty Tomb not to be afraid. We
are constantly being told the same thing. ‘Do not
be afraid,’ the Holy Spirit tells us, in our hearts
tonight and every day. ‘Do not be afraid,’ He says,
‘but go tell everyone that Jesus Christ is Risen, and
that Jesus Christ is the Second Person of the Holy
Trinity Who accomplished salvation on the Cross
and was vindicated at the Resurrection.’ Let us not
be afraid in this world of fear. Let us stand with
courage and confess the Risen Christ together.
There are many ecumenical movements today, and
many political and economic agendas. But there is
only one Gospel and one Apostolic Tradition! Let
us work together in apostolic friendship, and say
‘yes’ to Grace and to the Gospel.”

A

T

“We have gathered here today for this substantial celebration of a
substantial episcopacy.”
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In 1985, His Eminence represented the Patriarch

Highlights of the Episcopacy of Metropolitan and the Standing Conference of Canonical OrthoNicholas dox Bishops of the Americas (SCOBA) of which he

I

n 1982, Metropolitan Nicholas was elected Titular Bishop of Amissos and Auxiliary Bishop of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Diocese of the Ecumenical Patriarchate by the Holy Synod of Constantinople. He was subsequently elevated to the
episcopacy on March 13, 1983 at St. Mary’s
Church in Allentown, Pennsylvania.
The presiding prelate and consecrator was His Eminence, Archbishop lakovos, primate of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese and Exarch of the Ecumenical Throne in the Western Hemisphere. Coconsecrators were His Eminence, Metropolitan
Andrew of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, His
Grace, Bishop Philotheos of Meloa and His Excellency, Bishop John.
Following the death of Bishop John, Bishop
Nicholas was chosen as the third ruling hierarch of
the Carpatho-Russian Diocese at a special Clergy
Council in Johnstown on November 25, 1984.
Confirmed by the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical
Throne, he was solemnly enthroned in Christ the
Saviour Cathedral by His Eminence, Archbishop
lakovos on April 19, 1985.
The new Bishop gave immediate attention to liturgical matters. He authorized the Liturgical Commission to translate additional services into English.
Resulting from their work was the new Diocesan
Pew Book, Holy Week and Resurrection Matins
Service Book, a Christmas and Theophany Complines Book, as well as an Altar Liturgical text for
the clergy.
Several new parishes have been received into the
Diocese and missions have been established in
Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Illinois, Maryland,
North Carolina, Virginia and Ontario, Canada.
The lofty goals of HARVEST 2000 have been
promulgated by His Eminence for Diocesan
growth in numbers, parish renewal and in personal
spirituality.
His Eminence has headed several pilgrimages overseas: In 1986, he traveled with some 50 pilgrims to
Constantinople where he conferred with His AllHoliness, Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I, and
also to the Holy Land; the following year, he led
two pilgrimages to reverence the Weeping Icon of
Our Lady of Chicago; and in 1988, he twice journeyed to Russia and Czechoslovakia for the Millennium Celebration.
In 1988, Metropolitan Nicholas presided at the festivities celebrating the Golden Jubilee of the Diocese. Two years later, a similar celebration marked
the 50th Anniversary of Christ the Saviour Seminary.

is a member and its treasurer, visiting all four Dioceses of the Orthodox Church in Czechoslovakia,
seeing first-hand the present persecution it was suffering.
In July of 1990, he, along with Metropolitan Maximos of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania had the honor of
hosting His All-Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch
Dimitrios in Johnstown, with impressive services at
the Cambria County War Memorial and a visit by
the ranking prelate of World Orthodoxy to the
Carpatho-Russian Cathedral, Seminary and Administrative Offices.
Metropolitan Nicholas has spearheaded the continued development of Camp Nazareth with the
construction of a staff lodge and additional cabins
for campers. He also had the vision to build an
“Old Country Church” at the camp which was
consecrated in August of 2003. Its patrons are the
evangelizers of the Slavs, Saints Cyril and Methodius.
Under his leadership, a new Chancery for the Diocese has been constructed, adjoining the present
Episcopal Residence. Ground was broken for the
edifice in June 1997 by His Eminence, Archbishop
Spyridon, while the cornerstone was dedicated by
His
All-Holiness,
Ecumenical
Patriarch
Bartholomew during his historic visit to the Diocese on November 16, 1997. Later that year His
Eminence was elevated to the rank of Metropolitan by the Holy Synod of Constantinople.
Metropolitan Nicholas is the recipient of the Saints
Cyril and Methodius Award, given by the Orthodox Church of Czechoslovakia through His Eminence, Metropolitan Dorothej of Prague. For
service to the Serbian Orthodox Church in the
United States as well as abroad, Patriarch Pavel
awarded His Eminence the prized Saint Sava
Award.
His Eminence has participated in the biennial
Synod of Bishops Conference at the Ecumenical
Patriarchate since its inception, and he was the Patriarchal representative to the Synod of American
Roman Catholic Bishops in Rome in December of
1997. He delivered the 1998 commencement address at Hellenic College and Holy Cross School of
Theology, at which time he was presented an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree. His Eminence is
a member of the Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas and serves
as its treasurer, and is also a member or the Orthodox/Catholic Bishops’ Dialogue. For many years he
has been a member of the Halki Alumni Association.
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Just like the disciples, our commitment - not
only to follow Christ, but to stay with Him - sustains a deadly blow. Just like the disciples, we flee
and scatter.
What had been standing room only reverts back
to way too many vacancies in the pews. The
great harvest of communicants is reduced to
common yield. The heat and light produced by
not one candle left unlit grows cold and dark.
The generous gifts become paltry. The glowing
and enthusiastic faces of those remaining appear
as tired and without hope. The ‘we are all together’ spirit so profoundly demonstrated by us
modern-day disciples is replaced by a lack of
spirit. And, once more the haunting words resound. “Indeed the hour is coming, yes has now
come, that you will be scattered, each to his own,
and will leave Me alone.”
For whatever reasons (and none are worthy) the
second Paschal Sunday has become the inauguration day of what the coming summer months
will bring, or rather take, from our churches.
Oh, there may be a few flair ups in the embers of
May and June with the celebration of Mother’s
Day, Graduate Sunday, Father’s Day, and First
Confession Sunday. But for the most part, it will
be slim pickings until religious education classes
resume in September and fall and winter parish
activities can be planned. Then slowly, one by
one, the scattered sheep will begin their journey
back to church. For this much we still are grateful.
But the question: “Why do the sheep scatter after
Pascha?” will always be on our lips. Our Lord
seeks out each of us on Saint Thomas Sunday,
just as He did on Pascha. Why aren’t we there?
It truly is a difficult task to try and solve this ongoing mystery and uncover the secret. But wait!
What should be an even more difficult question
to answer is: “Why is there a mystery to have to
deal with in the first place?”
Because the secret is … there is no secret!
EVERY Sunday in the life of our Orthodox
Church is a celebration of Christ’s Resurrection
from the dead. Always has been and always will
be. There is never a time that we worship a dead
Christ. The joy brought about by such a feast,
cannot be taken away. The Light that has shown
on us does not go out. The gift to us of salvation
is never taken back. “Christ is Risen, and the angels rejoice. Christ is Risen, and life is set free!
Christ is Risen, and the tomb is emptied of its dead!”
In short, the exact same things offered to us on
Pascha are there for us each and every Sunday.
(Well, maybe not the Easter lilies.) But if we
don’t come back after Pascha, we’ll never know!

“Furthermore, we offer You this spiritual and bloodless Sacrifice, and we implore, pray and beg of You: send down Your Holy Spirit upon
us and upon these Gifts that are offered here.”

Very Reverend Samuel J. Sherry
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE

“May the Lord God remember in
His Kingdom all of your Orthodox
Christians...”

Archbishop Demetrios presides at the
25th Anniversary Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy.

Metropolitan Basil extends greetings
from the Byzantine Catholic Eparchy
of Pittsburgh.

Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda,
Diocesan Treasurer prays the Amvon
Prayer at the conclusion of the Hierarchical Liturgy.

Bishop Andriy of Great Britain, a former student at Christ the Saviour Semi- Bishop Philotheos of Meloa, last remaining co-consecrator of Metropolitan
nary, is shown leaving the Cathedral at the conclusion of the Hierarchical Di- Nicholas, offers congratulatory words at the Jubilee Banquet. Also pictured is
Protopresbyter Mark Arey, who presided over the banquet program.
vine Liturgy.
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EPISCOPAL CONSECRATION OF METROPOLITAN NICHOLAS

“This is the day the Lord has made...” Protopresbyter Frank Miloro, DioceArchbishop Demetrios and Metropolitan Nicholas exchange the Kiss of Peace san Chancellor, chants the Paschal verses at the beginning of the 25 th Anduring the 25th Anniversary Hierarchical Liturgy.
niversary Hierarchical Divine Liturgy.

Diocesan clergy and panis under the direction of Protopresbyter Michael
Rosco offer a musical tribute to Metropolitan Nicholas during the Jubilee Banquet.
Protopresbyter Lawrence Barriger, Diocesan Vice-Chancellor, prepares to offer
the traditional gifts of bread and salt to Archbishop Demetrios prior to the
25th Anniversary Hierarchical Divine Liturgy.

Christ the Saviour Cathedral was filled to capacity with clergy and faithful for Metropolitan Nicholas offers his personal reflections at the conclusion of the
the celebration of the 25th Anniversary Hierarchical Divine Liturgy.
Jubilee Banquet, as Archbishop Demetrios looks on.
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SCRANTON, PA - Members of St. Nicholas Church in Scranton, PA are pictured with their pastor, Fr. Andrew Bartek, with gifts collected for the “Friendship House,” an orphanage in the Scranton area.

ALLENTOWN, PA - Frank J. Silva of Protection of Blessed Virgin Mary
Church, Allentown, PA, recently celebrated his 90th birthday surrounded by
family and friends. He remains very active in his church, making pirohi twice
a month and singing for services on holydays. The Very Reverend ProtopresThe Great Fast a Time Of Charity byter Robert Rebeck is the pastor of the parish.
HAWK RUN, PA--The faithful of Saint John the Baptist Church in Hawk
Run took to heart all of the tripod on which the Great Fast rests: prayer, fasting and almsgiving. In this year’s Lenten period, however, their effort in acts
of charity both within and beyond the parish were exemplary.
The Agape Society initiated its third project of the Church year during this
time by deciding to collect clothes, vitamins, medical supplies and other necessary items for Father Ivan Zamenko and the parishioners of Saint Nicholas
Church. Father Ivan’s Matushka Olga is the sister of a very close friend of Father Peter Benyo the pastor of Saint John’s in Hawk Run. This extremely poor
parish is located in city of Yaroslav in Russia. On the trip this past fall Father
Peter and the parishioner from the parish who accompanied him on their journey to Russia were able to meet Father Ivan and Matushka Olga and ascertain
their needs which are many and diverse and convey this to the Saint Agape Society and the parish. Donations poured in and boxes of clothes both new and
old were contributed along with the other items necessary. Also monetary donations were received to cover the shipping costs. In all a couple of hundred
pounds of items will be sent right after Pascha.
The young people of the parish also responded in an enthusiastic and loving
fashion. They gathered together both on Saturday evening and Sunday Morning with some of their teachers to prepare palachenti (blyni) for a brunch for
that Sunday, the Sunday of Mary of Egypt, April 13. Donations were requested
from those who attended that day to go towards the Lenten Youth Project this
year for Saint John the Compassionate soup kitchen in Ontario, Canada.
Through their efforts and the generosity of those attending over $250 was
raised and contributed to this worthy cause.
In addition many parishioners and organizations within the parish donated
funds so that a new Tomb would be built to be used on Holy Friday. This new
Tomb would hold the new Plaschanica (Burial Shroud of Christ) donated to
the parish by children and grandchildren of Mary Myers. The tomb itself was
designed and built by Father Peter’s son Peter Benyo, Jr. It was based on the
Byzantine style koboulkion and baldikine tombs used in Greek Orthodox
Churches. However it was done in a less ornate style with three barred crosses
and a cupola done in Slavic form. This beautiful Tomb and Burial Shroud
were use for the first time this Holy Friday.
Truly this past Great Lent was a time of almsgiving within Saint John’s of
Hawk Run.

LANSFORD, PA--Pictured with their pastor, Fr. Robert Teklinski, are Mr.
and Mrs. Donald Neifert of St. Nicholas Church in Lansford, PA on the occasion of their 55th Wedding Anniversary.

SCRANTON, PA--The newest member of St. Nicholas Church in Scranton,
PA is shown with his pastor, Fr. Andrew Bartek, and Fr. Deacon Theodore
Worobey following his baptism.
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2008 Diocesan Lenten Retreats Bring Spiritual Nourishment to Many

D

uring the time of the Great
Fast, Lenten Retreats were
held in the Eastern, Western
and Central regions of the Diocese.
Sponsored by the National A.C.R.Y
and open to all diocesan faithful, a
record number of adults and children
availed themselves of the opportunity
to spiritually nourish their souls
through their participation in the day
long retreats.

Central Regional Retreat

T

he Central Regional Retreat took
place at Camp Nazareth on Saturday, March 29th. More than 50
retreat participants enjoyed a peaceful
day in the serene setting in hills of
Western Pennsylvania. The Very Rev.
Fr. Edward Pehanich of the St
Nicholas Churches of Jacobs Creek,
and Monongahela, PA spoke on the
topic “Finding Solace in Suffering and
Pain” to the adults.
In his presentation, Fr. Edward dealt
with the topic of “suffering.” He
began by raising the commonly asked
questions: “Why do bad things happen to good people? If there is a God,
why is there so much suffering in the
world? Why do I pray and pray and

dance. The cost of renting this wonderful facility was generously underwritten by the National ACRY. The
retreat-masters for the one day retreat
were the Rev. Fr. Stephen Loposky,
pastor of St. Mary’s Church of Corning, New York, the Very Rev Fr. Miles
Zdinak of Windber, PA and the Rev.
Fr. Andrew Fetchina of Rahway, New
Jersey. A special surprise was the participation in the retreat of His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas via
conference call. His Eminence gave a
meditation on how the gift of speech
that can be used both for good and
evil. In his talk, Metropolitan
Nicholas encouraged those in attendance to use the remaining day of the
Great Fast to examine how they used
this precious gift in their own lives. A
positive way to use this gift, according to His Eminence, would be to
speak to others outside of the Church
of the beauty and truth of the Orthodox Christian Faith. Father Loposky
then gave a presentation on How
Eastern Regional Retreat Church Music Helps Us Through the
he Eastern Regional Retreat was Lenten Season, stressing that the
held at the National Christian hymns of the Church are a treasure
Conference Center in Valley Forge, trove of wisdom and inspiration. DiPennsylvania on Saturday April 12th, viding into four breakout groups, the
with 77 adults and children in atten- participants were given selected

my prayers are not answered? Numerous Biblical passages were studied
that offer insight on these questions
from both the Old and New Testament. It was pointed out that God
answers prayers in many different
ways including: delayed answers, disguised answers and denied answers.
The Very Rev Fr. Robert Prepelka, of
St. John the Baptist Church, Ambridge, PA engaged the assembled
youth in a discussion about Worshiping God in Body and Spirit. In his talk,
Fr. Robert, spoke about how we are
able to communicate without using
words through our body language.
We worship God with our bodies
when we kneel, stand, make the sign
of the cross and make prostrations. Fr
Robert encouraged them to make the
sign of the Cross in a careful and
pious manner, for by doing so as children they will set a good example for
young and old alike to follow.

T

hymns from Vespers and Matins of
the sixth week of Great Lent and
Holy Week to analyze. In particular,
each group was asked to discuss what
the hymn was teaching them, where
they were in comparison to what is
being taught and how the hymn
apply to their own life situations.
In addition to the 53 adults more
than two dozen youth participated in
two separate workshops led by two
members of the Diocesan Apostolate
for Youth. Fr. Andrew Fetchina, spoke
to the teens about Great Lent being a
journey into the Kingdom of Heaven,
using the example of a pilgrimage
which passes through villages and
towns, where people have the opportunity to join in or let the pilgrimage
pass by. To help kindle the spark of
prayer, the group made a short pilgrimage outdoors to a quiet setting,
leaving their cellphones and MP3
Players behind. Having arrived at
their destination in a beautiful tree
grove, the group read together the beginning paragraphs of the classic story
The Way of the Pilgrim. Each participant was given a copy of the book.
Fr. Miles Zdinak, spoke to the
youngest in attendance about the
-cont’d on page 12
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Ecumenical Patriarch Honored
NEW YORK, NY -- His All Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew,
spiritual leader of 250 million Orthodox Christians worldwide, has been
recognized by Time Magazine as one
of the world’s most influential people.
This is the fifth annual list compiled
by the magazine. In an article included with the selection and written
by the Archbishop of Canterbury and
head of the Anglican Church, Rowan
Williams, Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew is honored for his clear
moral and spiritual vision and for his
concern for the environment.
Williams states, “In a way that is profoundly loyal to the traditions of worship and reflection in the Eastern
Orthodox Church, he has insisted that
ecological questions are essentially
spiritual ones. He has stressed that a world in which God the Creator uses the
material stuff of the universe to communicate who he is and what he wants is
one that demands reverence from human beings. Probably more than any
other religious leader from any faith, Patriarch Bartholomew, 68, has kept
open this spiritual dimension of environmentalism…. The title Ecumenical
Patriarch historically refers to the Patriarch’s pastoral responsibility for ‘the
whole inhabited world.’ This brave and visionary pastor has given a completely
new sense to the ancient honorific; his work puts squarely on our agenda the
question of how we express spiritual responsibility for the world we live in.”
Time Magazine’s complete list of the 100 most influential people appears in
the May 12 issue, and the article on Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew can
be viewed online via the Archdiocese web site at www.goarch.org.

Schedule of
Metropolitan Nicholas
May 23-25

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Saint John the Baptist Church (Northside)
60th National A.C.R.Y. Bowling
Tournament

June 1

Mercer, Pennsylvania
Camp Nazareth
Annual Family Day
10 a.m. Hierarchical Liturgy

June 8

Freeland, Pennsylvania
Saint Michael Church
50th Anniversary of the Dedication of
the Parish Recreation Center

June 15

Johnstown, Pennsylvania
Christ the Saviour Cathedral
Pentecost Sunday

June 19-23

Ottawa Canada
Christ the Saviour/Holy Trinity
Church
25th Ordination Anniversary of Very
Rev. Maxym Lysack, and Silver Wedding Anniversary of Father Maxym
and Pani Yvonne

June 29-July 2

Johnstown, Pennsylvania
Christ the Saviour Cathedral and
Seminary
Annual Altar Boy Retreat
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Archons Conduct Lenten Retreat at
St. Basil’s Academy

Diocesan Archons and their wives are pictured with His Grace, Bishop SAVAS and Father Constantine
Sitaras. From left: John and Sheila Hrapchak, Steve and Nancy Hall, John and Sonia Halecky, and Bill and
Carol Sutzko.

GARRISON, NY--”It is how we conduct our lives on this earth, how Christlike we comport ourselves and how we serve as instruments of Jesus Christ
our Lord and Savior that will ultimately determine our salvation. Thus, it is
the healthy and meaningful integration of our hectic daily lives into our spiritual lives that really matters,” remarks National Commander Anthony Limberakis in his January announcement letter regarding the Archon Lenten
Retreat.
This year marked the fifth annual retreat which focused on “Spiritual Renewal” and provided Archons and their spouses an opportunity to study in
greater detail the theological meaning of Holy Scripture and to participate in
discussion with retreat-master, His Grace Bishop Savas of Troas, chancellor of
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese in America.
The retreat, organized by the Spirituality Committee of the National Council of The Order of Saint Andrew, was held on April 11-12, 2008, at St. Basil’s
Academy in Garrison, NY. Serving as a philanthropic center for the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, the academy provides a home for children in need and
provides a loving Christian environment, where resident children are nurtured
into adulthood.
The retreat began Friday evening with introductions in St. Basil’s Chapel by
Fr. Constantine Sitaras, executive director of the Academy, who provided a
general history and overview of the program that the academy offers its youth.
An Akathist service to the Most Holy Theotokos was later celebrated by Bishop
Savas. A Lenten meal followed served by the children of the academy. Dr.
Limberakis later introduced His Grace who offered introductory remarks and
provided an overview of the retreat itinerary.
On Saturday morning, a morning prayer service was celebrated by retreat participants in the chapel followed by breakfast. All participants received the
newest edition of The Orthodox Study Bible and His Grace lectured on the
remaining time in Great Lent, beginning with Lazarus Saturday through Holy
Week and into Resurrection of Our Lord. He emphasized in detail the relationship and unique perspectives each of the Evangelists wrote and how to
take the lessons learned from this into our own daily spiritual lives.
Archon James Speros, chairman of the Spirituality Committee and coordinator of the retreat, concluded by thanking all Archon participants who gathered
saying, “The beautiful facilities of the St. Basil Academy provided the perfect
environment for our retreat. We are very grateful to His Grace, Bishop Savas
for serving as our retreat master and to Fr. Constantine Sitaras and children of
St. Basil’s for their hospitality during our time gathered here together. Let us
take what we have learned here this weekend and apply it in our own lives, our
parishes, and most importantly, in service to Christ.”

Diocesan Altar Boy Retreat
JOHNSTOWN, PA--This year’s Annual Diocesan Altar Boy Retreat, “Encounter 2008,” has been scheduled for Sunday, June 29 through Wednesday,
July 2. Registration will be from 6 till 8 p.m. on Sunday with the dismissal at
11 a.m. on Wednesday. The Retreat will once again take place at Christ the
Saviour Seminary and Cathedral in Johnstown. Participants will have the opportunity to enjoy each other’s company, study their faith, learn how to be
better Altar Boys and spend some quality time with some of the dedicated
priests and deacons of the Diocese. This year’s theme is: “Christ Strengthens
Me.” This is in keeping with Metropolitan Nicholas’ proclamation of 2008 as
the “Year of St. Paul the Apostle.” The cost of this year’s retreat is $85.00,
which includes everything for the three days along with a commemorative
“Encounter 2008” T-Shirt. ALL completed forms (with checks made payable
to “ALTAR BOY RETREAT”) must be returned to Very Rev. Fr. David
Cochran (40 Beaver Dam Road, Stratford, CT, 06614) no later than Wednesday, June 11th.
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“I Am the Door of the Sheep.”
The following Homily was delivered by Diocesan Chancellor, Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, at the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy celebrating the 25th Anniversary
of the Episcopal Consecration of His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas.

I

n the gospel reading a few moments ago, we heard these words from Jesus
about Himself: “I am the Door of the sheep.”
Actually, some of the most moving and beautiful things that Jesus ever spoke
were said about Himself. They are called the “Great I am’s.” You can read about
all of them in St. John’s Gospel in chapters 6, 8, 10, 11, 14 and 15. Just think
for a moment. What great religious leader throughout history has said this
about himself: “I am the Door;” “I am the Bread of life;” “I am the Light of
the world;” “I am the Good Shepherd;” “I am the Sheepgate;” “I am the Way;”
“I am the Truth;” “I am the Life;” “I am the true Vine;” I am the Alpha and
the Omega, the Beginning and the End;” “I am the Resurrection.” Nobody except Christ has ever said these things about himself.
Now what about this particular self-proclamation, “I am the Door of the
sheep”? How can someone be a door, a sheepgate?
In Jesus’ time, shepherding was a very
common way of life. Shepherds’ jobs
required no academic degrees. Shepherds did have to be, however, completely devoted to the business of
shepherding. Because of that, few
shepherds were married. They had no
families. They seldom left their flocks.
They were on the job 24/7. Their
work was to provide round-the-clock
care and protection for the sheep. The
flocks would wander off and graze,
looking for food. Where was the shepherd all this time? Interestingly, he was
not behind the flock. Not even on the
side of the flock as you often see with
cattle-herders. The shepherd was always in front of the flock. He would
clear away anything dangerous. He
would pull up and throw away anything growing that he could not identify as safe for the sheep to eat. And at
the end of the day he would lead the
flock to a secure resting place for the
night. This was usually a structure
with walls and an entranceway that
had no door. Why no door? While the
sheep were sleeping the shepherd
would rest in that open doorway. The
shepherd was the door. The shepherd
was the sheepgate. Anyone or anything that wanted to get to the sheep literally had to go through the shepherd first.
“I am the Sheepgate”! What Jesus was saying in today’s gospel is this. And this
is important—I’d like you to listen carefully: Those who are heaven-bound must
go through Jesus Christ. There is no other way to the Father. Period.
Here is what I saw in a religious magazine recently. There was an advertisement
by Hammermill Paper Company. It read: “Hammermill papers--99% jam
free--don’t you wish life was?” And of course, life is not. We need the Good
Shepherd. He un-jams the jams! He provides specific direction. He shows the
way. He gives us rest for our souls. He puts His arm around us. He identifies
us as His, for all the world to see.
The story is told of Baron Rothschild, the powerful London merchant and
financier of an earlier generation. One day a young lawyer went to see him for
advice. This young lawyer was having a tough time getting settled into his
profession. Too little work was coming his way. Rothschild put his arm around
the young man’s shoulders and walked with him the entire length of the London Stock Exchange and back to his office. Then he shook hands with the
young lawyer and said goodbye. The young man felt disappointed because
Rothschild had not given him even a letter of recommendation. But by the
time he had returned to his office, calls for his services were coming in. By the
end of the day, he had received enough business to keep him busy for a long
time. What happened? That day, people had seen the young lawyer walking
with the prince of merchants and bankers. That was enough recommendation
for them. That walk meant the young man had to be dependable, trustworthy and capable, or Baron Rothschild would never have walked with him.
The Good Shepherd invites all of us to come and walk with Him. That walk

identifies us as His children. When He takes a step, fill His footprints with
your own feet. He’ll put His arm around your shoulders and give you rest for
your soul. When that happens, we find out Who He really is. And other people find out who we really are.
“I am the Sheepgate!” Here is what is so wonderful about the Good Shepherd,
our Risen Lord. Before He ascended to His Father in heaven, He richly provided for us and the Church He had established. If you look at verse 18 in
chapter 14 of John’s Gospel, you read where He told us that He would not
leave us orphans. And He didn’t. He sent the Holy Spirit to dwell with us. He
instituted the Eucharist so that we could always nourish ourselves on the Bread
of Life. He ordained a priesthood to provide His Sacraments. And He also
designated bishops as shepherds to take His place. The Lord has invested a
great deal in every bishop to become His eyes, ears, hands and feet. There are
16 of those shepherds here with us today. They have joined us in this Cathedral to honor specifically one of their
own brother shepherds, the shepherd
of this Diocese. We honor Metropolitan Nicholas as the best of shepherds.
Listen to what Jesus tells us in the 7th
chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel: “You
will know them by their fruits.” There
are two distinct fruits—they are shepherding traits—that belong to Metropolitan Nicholas. Firstly, he holds no
malice. Regardless of what someone
may have done to him, there is no hatred. He carries no grudge. Secondly,
He is, like his Patron Saint, a model
of generosity. Over the years, quietly,
with no attention drawn to himself, he
has lived the Gospel. I know a number
of people he has saved from deep financial distress. During his episcopacy, monetary gifts he received at
events along the way celebrating his
life—he gave them all to the Church.
When he prepares to visit a parish,
one of the clergy wives on the
chancery staff shops for him for gifts
for the children. If you lived here in
Johnstown, you would see that seated
at the bishop’s table for Christmas and
Easter are not only relatives and close
friends. People are also invited who otherwise would be alone and without company and comfort on a holiday… “You
will know them by their fruits.”
May 2, 2008 is an unforgettable occasion in the life of the American CarpathoRussian Orthodox Diocese, which is 70-years-old this year. We gather to celebrate the 25-year-old episcopacy of our shepherd, His Eminence,
Metropolitan Nicholas. In retrospect, it becomes clear that in our Diocesan
church life, we see not only His Eminence. We see ourselves. We see the clergy
and the laity who came before us. We can also envision those who will come
after us. The Ordained Priesthood and the Royal Priesthood are superimposed
on the other--bishops, priests, monks, nuns, religious and laity all working
harmoniously together. This Diocese is alive and well and spiritually prospering under His Eminence’s leadership. And we are grateful.
Your Eminence, here are the beautiful words of French priest and celebrated
orator, Jean Baptiste Henri Lacordaire:
“To live in the midst of the world without wishing its pleasures; to be a member of every family, yet belonging to none; to share all sufferings; to penetrate
all secrets; to heal all wounds; to go from men to God and offer Him their
prayers; to return from God to men and to bring pardon and hope; to have a
heart of fire for charity and heart of bronze for chastity; to teach and to pardon, console and bless always—what a glorious life—and it is yours.”

Is polla eti despota!
Christ is Risen!
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-Lenten Retreats, cont’d from page 9

Holy Mystery of the Eucharist, explaining how our Lord introduced it
to His Disciples at the Mystical Supper in the Upper Room in Jerusalem.
To help the children visualize this crucial event in the life of the Church, Fr.
Miles demonstrated what a tradition
Passover Seder (Haggadah or the
telling) was like in the time of our
Lord and Savior. Fr. Miles also explained to the group that the word
“Pascha” is Greek for “Passover” in
which Christ became the fulfillment
of all that is needed for our salvation
from eternal death. As the Israelites
were spared from an earthly death by
the blood of the Passover lamb, so are
we also spared from eternal death by
the Blood of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. The children worked on
a craft project in the afternoon in
which they made a small wall hanging of the Mystical Supper which
helped reinforce the day’s talk. The
children also watched the newest animated version of the Ten Commandments which revealed to them
how difficult it was for the Israelites
to live in the land of Egypt as slaves.
They saw how God came to His people to free them from their bondage.
The day’s events also included the
chanting of Morning Prayers, Prayers
at the Sixth Hour and opportunities
for confession.

Western Regional Retreat

T

-Editorial, cont’d from page 2

Very Rev. Fr. Miles Zdinak shares a traditional
Passover Sader Meal with youth during the Eastern
Regional Lenten Retreat.

Sam gave us this illustration: “Remember your death and you will
never sin.” He went on to show us
that it’s not a morbid kind of thinking; rather, it makes us alert and vigilant since none of us knows when we
may die. As a fitting ending to his
presentation, Father Sam mentioned
how St. John used the triple virtues of
faith, hope and love. Fr. Sam commented on how we all should strive to
become these virtues. Our lives
should be a reflection—if only a dim
one—of God’s love. Our faith and
hope in God—in spite of all of life’s
struggles—give us the strength to
love.A Moleben to the Holy Cross
was celebrated following the presentation. Fr. Pawel Falkowski of St.
George Belarusian Orthodox Church
in Chicago delivered a homily about
following Christ as His cross bearers.
Fr. Gregory Allard was the host pastor for the retreat.The faithful were
encouraged to make their confessions
following the service. A Lenten meal
was provided by the parishioners of
St. Alexis Church.

2007 DDD Donors
WASHINGTON, DC DEANERY
POTOMAC, MARYLAND
Holy Resurrection Church
John and Sheila Hrapchak - $460.00
Thomas and Ann Thear - $400.00
Nicholas and Janet Yakubik - $100.00
Charles and Marge Tomasevich $100.00
Mrs. Irene Dzubak - $250.00
Mr. Stephen Paczolt - $100.00
Joseph and Barbara Parimucha $150.00
Rose Plowchin - $100.00
Kevin Lindsay - $100.00
Very Rev. Fr. and Pani Miles Zdinak $100.00
MANASSAS, VIRGINIA
Nativity of Our Lord Church
Fr. and Pani Nectarios Trevino $100.00
WALDORF, MARYLAND
St. Thomas the Apostle Church
Fr. Joseph and Pani Stacey Edgington $200.00
Steve and Nancy Hall - $200.00
WINDBER, PENNSYLVANIA
Saints Peter and Paul Church
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Komisar - $200.00

gathering. How many of our parishes can make that claim?
But a church in a bar? Now this certainly gives new meaning to Christ’s
words: “ALL OF YOU DRINK OF THIS” but I would hope we all agree
that this is an outrageous idea, and that it is nothing more than a gimmick
that will fade away in due time. You can call what’s going on at the Pub
Lounge a lot of things, but “church service” is not one of them! Our worship experience in the Orthodox Church is quite structured and defined,
and while we may come up with some convincing arguments for a change
or two in our liturgical life, I think it is highly unlikely that the choir is ever
going to be replaced by the E Street Band or that a slice of Domino’s Pizza
is going to replace Holy Communion!
But put all of this outrageousness aside and go back to the statement that
Methodist minister gave for starting the Country Rock Church in the first
place: “I WAS LOOKING FOR A CREATIVE WAY TO REACH PEOPLE IN UNCONVENTIONAL PLACES.” Now that is not so silly! In
fact, that statement should be a primary focus in any church’s outreach program. Unfortunately, this is an approach in evangelization that we are often
reluctant to take. Oh, I think we are all willing to do some creative things
to attract new members to our church. Still, I also think when we talk about
“reaching people, I believe we are seeking to reach a certain type of person—
preferably one who is already Orthodox, and if he/she has a Slavic background—all the better! At the very least, I would say we are looking to attract
“normal” people we may find in conventional places like our workplace, our
beauty shop or our health club. But I’ve often wondered this: if Christ had
come to earth in this modern era, where would HE be looking for followers? We know what approach He took when He did walk this earth. His
Apostles were not exactly pillars of the Jewish community. They were fishermen…shepherds…one was even a hated tax collector. Who did He visit?
Did He “wine and dine” with the religious leaders, the priests, the scribes or
the members of the Sanhedrin? No! On the contrary, He associated with
the most unsavory characters in the society of His time! People grumbled
constantly about those with whom He associated. They were scandalized by
His friends and acquaintances. Yet what did Christ say when confronted
about this? It is the sick, not those who are well who need a physician! In His
day, Christ walked about the countryside…He went up into the hills…He
visited the shore along the Sea of Galilee…He went from town to town. In
other words, Jesus didn’t wait for people to come to Him…He went to them!
He didn’t set up an office in Jerusalem or Bethany or anywhere else and wait
for customers!
If He were here today, I’m sure He would pretty much have the same “game
plan.” He would probably stop off at bus stations and train stations, where
a lot of lonely, needy people hang out. We might find Him in Times
Square—especially in the Times Square in the old days—gently urging the
“regulars” there to do something better with their lives. I dare say He might
even walk into a tavern and try to convince the patrons that, indeed, YOU
DON’T NEED A BAR TO ENJOY A HAPPY HOUR!
We Orthodox are blessed to have a wonderful, rich liturgical and spiritual
tradition to offer the world. To whom do we want to offer it? The answer
should be “EVERYONE!”
And where should we be searching for “lost sheep?” ANYWHERE WE
CAN FIND THEM! “So those servants went out into the highways and gathered together all whom they found, both good and bad. And the wedding hall
was filled with guests.”
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor
The Church Messenger

FAMILY D AY
June 1, 2008
Hierarchical Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
Responses to be sung by St. John
the Baptist Church Choir, Perth
Amboy, NJ.
George Hanas, Director
Come and enjoy a day of fun and
fellowship at Camp Nazareth!

PERIODICAL

he Ladder of Divine Ascent by St.
John Climacus was the focus for
the Western Regional Lenten Retreat,
held on Saturday, April 12th at St.
Alexis Orthodox Mission Church in
Lafayette, Indiana. The Very Reverend Samuel Sherry, Dean, gave a
talk which involved the 30 steps that
St. John presents in his famous book.
There were approximately 40 deanery faithful and guests who attended
this event.
Father Sam presented each of the
steps with commentary about how
Orthodox Christians can learn from
these “rungs” of the ladder since they
contribute both to spiritual maturity
as well as to living our lives as followers of Jesus Christ. The very first
step—the renunciation of life—calls
us to move away from the things of
this world so that we might more
readily concentrate on God. As modern-day dwellers in a highly secular
nation, we realize that “toys and gadgets” like cell phones, I-pods, and other
electronic “conveniences” occupy us
so much that we forget the importance of daily prayer, scripture reading, and attending the Liturgies and
services of the Church. Being aware
of this and other time-wasting devices
can be the first step to saying “no” to
such gadgetry and rededicating ourselves to the nourishing of mind and
soul with God-directed activities. The
sixth step involves the “remembrance
of death.” Quoting St. John, Father
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