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PROTOPRESBYTER STEPHEN SHUTACK
FALLS ASLEEP IN THE LORD
STRATFORD, CT – The Very Reverend Protopresbyter Stephen Shutack, pastor emeritus of St.
John the Baptist Church in Stratford, Connecticut
(Silver Lane) fell asleep in the Lord on June 6th at
Bridgeport Hospital. Father Shutack was 81 at the
time of his death. Father Stephen’s body was vested
and prepared for burial by the priests of the New
England Deanery. He was brought to the church
on Silver Lane where he had served as pastor for
some 23 years on Monday, June 9th. That evening,
the Funeral Service for a Priest was celebrated by
the Very Reverend Father Luke Mihaly, Dean of the
New England Deanery, assisted by the Very Reverend Father Michael Macura, current pastor of St.
John’s and the clergy of the New England Deanery,
as well as other local Orthodox clergy.

in our bones and tears in our eyes. May we bow
deep while we are yet living in this world, before
we go hence, leaving only the testimony of this final
Metanoia, the Posiidnyj Pokion.”
After the final viewing, the Metropolitan concluded
the Funeral Service with the ancient ritual of pouring oil over the face of the departed priest and covering his face with the aer. Interment was at the
Sky-View Memorial Park in Hometown, Pennsylvania the following day. Funeral arrangements were
handled by the Adzima Funeral Home of Stratford.

Biographical Sketch

P

Hierarchical Liturgy

O

n Tuesday, June 10th, a Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy was celebrated by His Eminence,
Metropolitan Nicholas. In his Archpastoral Homily, His Eminence spoke of “the final prostration
(Poslidnyj Poklon) made by our departed brother,
Father Stephen Shutack, acknowledging in worship
and adoration the One Who is Lord of the dead as
well as the Lord of the living. Our brother lies prostrate not before us, but before his Creator and Redeemer. Therefore, as we commend his soul to God
and his body to the earth from whence he was
taken, let us ponder the meaning of this final
“Metanoia”—this last and in many ways most perfect act of devotion.
“We bring him into the temple so that he may
make this last oblation in silence, without the
breath of life, without the will of the flesh, without
the consciousness or awareness of self. Our brother
priest lies before the Holy Place devoid of sin, as
the Apostle Paul says: “For he that is dead is justified from sin” (Romans 6:7). This is perhaps the
only moment in the life of a priest when he is before the Altar in perfect obedience to God, when
our thoughts do not wander, the lust of the flesh is
quiet and the imaginations of our hearts have no
power to distract us from the contemplation of
God’s glory and His majesty. But it is not possible
for us, for any of us, to stand before the Altar with
such purity and holiness. Only in this Poklon, the
Poslidnyj Poklon, are we finally reckoned to be dead
indeed unto sin, and alive unto God through Jesus
Christ our Lord (cf. Romans 6:11)…
“Behold your brother! He is bowed down and prostrate before his God, silent and obedient, and con-

sider your own ministry. How subject are we to the
impulses of the Spirit, rather than the impulses of
our own flesh, our own needs, our own desires?
How willing are we to humble ourselves totally before the Lord? Our brother lies without the breath
of life, the capacity to repent, or the dampness of
tears of godly sorrow. But let us not forget the word
of the Apostle, that we, who are alive and who remain unto the coming of the Lord shall in no way
precede those who have fallen asleep (cf. 1 Thess.
4:15).
“O come, let us worship and fall down before Him,
and let us weep before the Lord Who made us!”
(Psalm 94:6). Let us moisten the ground with our
tears, even as our departed brother can no longer.
His eye is dry in the perfected and final Poklon. Our
eyes yet have many tears to shed, and through these
tears attain unto the second Baptism, spoken of by
the Fathers. And what is this second Baptism if not
a death, an image of the Poslidnyj Poklon our
brother now performs?
“And so, Reverend Fathers and Brothers in Christ
and all you faithful Orthodox Christians, we pay
homage and due respect to this Final Poklon of our
dear departed brother. May we all find within ourselves the humility, grace and true repentance to
begin anew in our spiritual struggles, to make a
deep and abiding Poklon while we yet have strength

rotopresbyter Stephen Shutack was born in
Nesquehoning, Pennsylvania in 1927, and was
a vocation of St. John the Baptist Church there. Father graduated from the University of Scranton
with a B.A. degree and earned a Masters Degree
from Villanova University in Philadelphia. Father
Stephen pursued his theological studies at St.
Vladimir’s Seminary, located in New York City at
the time. He was ordained to the Holy Priesthood
in 1951 by the late Metropolitan Orestes at St.
Nicholas Church in Manhattan. He was initially
assigned to the Holy Ghost Church in Phoenixville,
Pennsylvania, where he had a long and fruitful pastorate—serving there for 24 years. In 1966, Father
Shutack was elevated to the rank of “Protopresbyter” by the late Metropolitan. In 1969, he led a
building program in Phoenixville, which culminated in the erection of a magnificent church edifice. In addition to his parish work, Father Stephen
taught Russian and Russian History at The Hill
School in Pottstown, Pennsylvania for 21 years.
After his many years of service to the St. John the
Baptist Church in Stratford, Father Shutack retired,
and remained in the Greater Bridgeport area until
his death.
Protopresbyter Stephen Shutack is survived by his
wife, Pani Helen, and his daughter Justine and her
husband, Captain Dean Bradford of Phoenixville
and their two children: Elizabeth and Steven. He is
also survived by his son Victor and his wife Leslie
of Valley Forge, Pennsylvania and their two children: Claire Skye and Callum. Other survivors include his sister Marie and her husband Nat Lucas of
Jim Thorpe, Pennsylvania. The entire Diocese extends their deepest sympathy to the family of the
late Protopresbyter Stephen Shutack, and pray that
the Lord will grant him repose in the place where
“…there is no longer sickness, nor sighing, but life
everlasting!” Eternal be his memory!
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If We Build It, They Will Come…
If We Don’t, They will Go Elsewhere!

A

ccording to figures released by
the National Council of
Churches in their 2008 yearbook,
most of the largest church bodies in
the United States either lost members
or experienced no growth in the past
year. While the article in which these
figures appeared surprisingly ignores
the Orthodox Church, it is probably
safe to assume that we would also fall
into that dubious category of decline
as well. In our own Diocese, our census numbers are presumably comparable to those of other struggling
denominations and jurisdictions. It is
worth noting that one such group—
the Presbyterian Church—has taken
some initiative towards reversing this
trend. The Pittsburgh Presbytery,
which encompasses Allegheny
County in Western Pennsylvania, has
been forced to close some 60 churches
in the past 4 decades due to a 50%
decrease in their total membership. In
the year 2000, their leadership voted
to put $1.55 million of reserve funds

towards starting new congregations.
Since then, the Pittsburgh Presbytery
has started 7 new churches—modest
numbers indeed, but considering the
fact that NONE had been established
in the previous 40 years, that’s not so
bad! A telling observation was made
by their Director of New Church Development: “We had lost the skills
and the culture of church planting.”
In many ways, our Diocese has been
in the forefront of mission work in
the United States. As far back as the
mid 1950’s, efforts were undertaken
to establish parishes in areas such as
Washington, DC and Levittown, PA.
Our churches were asked to contribute to a Diocesan Mission Fund
on an annual basis. A portion of our
individual Diocesan assessment is
now allocated for this type of outreach. You may recall that the decade
of the 90’s focused on Harvest 2000,
a bold, ambitious plan to increase
membership and found new mission
-cont’d on page 6
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And Other Seed Fell Upon Good
Ground…(Luke 8:8)

T

he year 2008 marks the 70th Jubilee Year of the Canonical Establishment of the American
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese
of the U.S.A. However, in reaching
this milestone of spiritual growth, the
seed (Word of God) was initially
planted centuries ago and through a
perpetual pilgrimage of faith--we are
witnessing the harvest. The first of
many pilgrimages was made in the
ninth century by the Greek missionaries, Saints Cyril and Methodios,
who came from Constantinople, the
home of our Mother Church, and
brought Christianity to the Slav people who lived in Eastern Europe and
the Carpathian Mountains. In order
to sow the seed into the hearts of
those who at the time followed the
pagan gods, these saintly men created
a new alphabet, now known as the
Cyrillic Alphabet, and translated the
Holy Scriptures and all liturgical
books into a language understood by
those living in the region. The Christian faith, because of a common language, flourished and sustained those
converted for centuries during their
trials and tribulations under the rule
of political and spiritual leaders. Their
love for their customs and traditions,
reinforced by their Faith, gave way to
a new vision, that is, to enjoy the freedom of worship. In the twentieth century we witnessed another pilgrimage,
that of Orthodox immigrants coming
to America, bringing with them the
seeds of hope and love for their faith.
Those who came to the United States
endured many hardships. The journey by ship did not provide any of the
luxurious accommodations of today’s
cruise ships and was exhausting. In
seeking political and religious freedom, many families were separated-a mutual decision made by husbands
and wives. The men traveled to seek
employment and settled in areas
where there was mining, steel or textile jobs. In their homelands, they
worked on farms. However, now, the
only employment available exposed
them to dangerous conditions, especially in the mines. They suffered economically because they were forced to
live in homes and shop at stores
owned by the mining companies.

This delayed the promises made to
their loved ones left behind, that is, to
save enough for their passage to
America. However, this did not deter
them from practicing their faith,
sown by Saints Cyril and Methodios
and became spiritually active in the
churches they found, but once again,
their Orthodox Faith and precious
customs and traditions were being
threatened. They were willing to
make the sacrifice of leaving the
membership of the churches in America they supported and with the same
vision that prompted them to come
to their new homeland, they initiated
building new houses of worship to
preserve the Faith that was revealed to
them centuries ago. Once again, as a
child finds unconditional love in the
arms of a parent, so too, we, as children of God, turned to our Mother
Church in Constantinople to embrace and safeguard us with the mantle of Orthodoxy.
The birth of our Carpatho-Russian
Diocese was initiated at a Sobor held
in Pittsburgh, Pa, where our first Spiritual Father, Metropolitan Orestes P.
Chornock, of thrice-blessed memory,
was elected as Bishop and on September 18, 1938, was consecrated
Bishop by the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. The Mother
Church also blessed our Diocese by
bestowing Canonical recognition,
giving our faithful the autonomous
right to live their Orthodox Faith and
perpetuate their customs and traditions. The Diocese found in our new
Bishop a man who was humble, but
courageous enough to speak out
about the injustice towards our people, and who had a vision to care for
the needs of his flock. He witnessed
the struggles of Orthodox Christians
who suffered the loss of their churches
and needed a place to worship. Many
times, due to a lack of finances, they
were forced to rent a hall or, out of the
kindness of other Orthodox churches,
were able to meet for worship. The
first priority was to have a seminary
that would train young men for the
priesthood, instructing them properly
to perpetuate the Faith and to preserve the customs and traditions that
our ancestors handed down to us.
-cont’d on page 5
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Anniversary at St. Michael’s Church in Freeland

Metropolitan Nicholas implores the Freeland faithful to “lift up their hearts” during the Hierarchical
Liturgy as Protopresbyter Stephen Dutko, former Pastor of St. Michael’s, looks on.

vest of souls in the Church.
His Eminence was also present for the celebration of the 50th Anniversary of
St. Michael’s Recreation Center along with Protopresbyter Stephen Dutko
who was the pastor of St. Michael’s fifty years earlier when the Recreation Center was built. Also present at the Liturgy was the Very Rev. Mark Leasure, the
Dean of the Pocono Deanery.
“The faithful of St. Michael’s Church,” Metropolitan Nicholas stated, “have
been known in the Freeland community as a generous congregation. The
Recreation Center has been used not simply for fund-raisers or for the entertainment provided by its bowling alley, but for the betterment of the community at large.
“The faithful of St. Michael’s have opened the doors of the Recreation Center freely to several generations of Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts who have called
the Center home over the years. It has served as a meeting hall for local labor
unions; it has been the site of fundraisers for community charities; it has served
as an emergency shelter. Currently over 100 senior citizens receive a warm
lunch there at noon five days a week through the auspices of the county and
Federal Bureau of the Aging. For this show of Orthodox Christian charity St.
Michael’s is to be commended.”
Later at a dinner that followed the Liturgy, Tim Martin, the Mayor of Freeland, presented a certificate of acknowledgment to the congregation on behalf of the borough of Freeland, acknowledging that the Center has been a
hub of the community over the years.
Protopresbyter Stephen Dutko reminisced at the dinner on the difficulty involved in building the Center fifty years earlier and how hard the struggle was
to pay the mortgage which was largely done through the sale of pirohi made
by the ladies of the parish. He said that he was happy to see the progress made
by the parish in the fifty years since the Center was dedicated and how faithful the congregation was in still singing the Carpatho-Russian Prostopinije or
“Plain Chant.”
Protodeacon Theodore Worobey and the newly-tonsured Reader Daniel
Vaskalis both thanked the Metropolitan for the leadership that he provided in
the fostering of vocations in the Church.

FREELAND, PA--Sunday, June 8th was a special day for the faithful of St.
Michael’s Church in Freeland. The Very Reverend Protopresbyter Lawrence
Barriger, pastor of St. Michael’s, along with the Parish Council President, Emil
Bzdil, welcomed His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, to the church with the
traditional gifts of bread and salt and the presentation of the hand cross.
His Eminence was called upon to lead the celebration of several events that day.
In the celebration of the Hierarchical Liturgy, Deacon Theodore Worobey was
given the honor of being named a “Protodeacon” by His Eminence in honor
of his selfless dedication to the ministry of the diaconate, not only in St.
Michael’s Church in Freeland, but in the Deanery and the Diocese.
Also at the Hierarchical Liturgy Metropolitan Nicholas tonsured Daniel
Vaskalis, a member of the parish, to the order of Reader in the Church.
His Eminence noted the number of altar servers that St. Michael’s is blessed
with and commented on the need for vocations in the Church and for committed young men to respond to the call to serve the Lord in the Holy Priesthood and in the Diaconate as well.
“Protodeacon Theodore has served the Church and St. Michael’s well,” His
Eminence stated, “and has reflected in his life and service the icon of St.
Stephen, the Protodeacon and the First Martyr of the Church. We ask that
the Lord give to him many more years of service and that others may follow
his example.”
In commenting on the tonsure of Daniel Vaskalis His Eminence noted that vocations from a parish to serve the Church were the responsibility of the whole
church. He quoted the Carpatho-Russian proverb “Jakoje korina, takoje
nasina” – as is the seed so is the crop. In the parish where the priest is respected
as the icon of Christ’s ministry, where the members of the parish strive to love
each other and work towards the common goal of loving Christ through loving each other, then in that parish the seed of vocations to the priesthood and
the diaconate will be perfectly tended through the presence of the Holy Spirit.
On the other hand, as Metropolitan Nicholas noted: “In those places where
the Holy Spirit is grieved by pettiness, selfish agendas and a disdain for the
ministry of the priesthood the seed of vocations is uprooted and soon blown Pictured with His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, are the clergy and altar servers who participated
away when a young man reaches maturity.” He asked the faithful of St. in the Hierarchical Liturgy celebrated on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the Parish Recreation
Michael’s to continue to pray that the Lord would send laborers for the har- Center.

IOCC Mobilizes First Responders to Flood Stricken Midwest
Large sections of the U.S. farm belt are under water after a week of torrential
rains. The worst flooding to hit the Midwest in 15 years has claimed two dozen
lives and forced more than 40,000 to evacuate their homes. This season’s corn
and soybean crops are in danger, and Iowa’s agricultural losses alone are estimated to exceed $2 billion. Other states of the upper Midwest including Illinois and Indiana have also been affected.
International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) is mobilizing its network
of first responder Orthodox clergy to travel to Iowa to conduct a needs assessment and provide trauma counseling. Help us speed relief to the U.S.’s
devastated communities by making a donation today. Call IOCC’s donation
hotline toll-free at 1-877-803-4622, make a gift on-line at www.iocc.org, or
mail a check or money order payable to “IOCC” and write “US Emergency
Response” in the memo line to: IOCC, P.O. Box 630225, Baltimore, Md.
21263-0225.
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T HE O RTHODOX S TUDY B IBLE

R

ecently the long-awaited complete Old Testament of the Orthodox Study
Bible has been put into publication. Prepared by the Academic Community of the St.Athanasius Academy of Orthodox Theology and published by
Thomas Nelson publishers, it is the only English text of the Bible that can
claim sanction by the various Orthodox jurisdictions residing in North America. Its overview committee and acknowledgements read like a “Who’s Who”
of English-speaking Orthodoxy.
The text of the Orthodox Study Bible New Testament published several years
ago was essentially that of the New King James version of the New Testament and this has been kept as
the New Testament in this complete Bible. It was
quite feasible for the Committee to do this with the
New Testament. The New King James version reflects
the Greek text of the New Testament that is commonly used in the Greek Orthodox Church and in
those Orthodox Churches that use Church Slavonic.
It is the Greek text of the New Testament that was
used in the late Byzantine Empire and is called by
scholars the “Received Text.”
Some more modern editions of New Testament, such
as the New Revised Standard Version use variant texts
of the New Testament, which often have some lines
missing or otherwise arranged differently from the
common text that was the basis of the King James
version of 1611. There is nothing in these variations
that affects the faith of the Church. Most often they
are simply copyists’ errors and nothing more. They
are pointed out in the margins or footnotes of most
Bibles. There is no document from the ancient world
that has been more studied and analyzed than the
text of the New Testament from every point of view.
Although it was quite feasible to use the New King
James Version as the basis for an Orthodox edition of the New Testament in
English it was not feasible to do this with the Old Testament.
Indeed, attempts at this were made in the past. Some will remember the
“Common Bible” of the 1970’s which included in its Old Testament the books
of the Old Testament that were used only by the Orthodox Church. This
Bible, essentially the Revised Standard Version, had the approbation of an Orthodox Bishop as well as that of the leaders of other various non-Orthodox
Churches. The Revised Standard Version with the Apocrypha was published
by Oxford University Press and included all of the books used by the Orthodox Church in the Study Edition.
Neither of these two editions was authentic to the Old Testament as used in
the Orthodox Church however.
The problem of preparing an English version of the Old Testament for English speaking Orthodox Christians simply by adopting one or another English
translation was ultimately inauthentic. This was so because the Orthodox
Church used a Greek version of the Old Testament called the Septuagint. This
translation was not the translation of the Hebrew text that was used by the Jews
in later centuries, but generally was the rendering into Greek of another Hebrew text.
The Hebrew text that underlies such English translations as the New King
James or the Revised Standard Version was known as the “Babylonian” text because it was used by Jews in that province, or the “Masoretic” text because the
Jewish scholars who worked on passing it down were called “Masorites.” The
Jews in Palestine and in Alexandria used another Hebrew text called the Palestinian text. It was this text that generally was the basis for the Greek translation of the Old Testament called the “Septuagint.”
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Besides having a differing underlying Hebrew text, the Septuagint also contains Greek translations of Old Testament books that were popular with the
Jews in the first century B.C. Some of these books were additions to already
existing works, such as the additions to the Book of Daniel. Some were translations into Greek of Hebrew works that were later lost to general circulation
and survived only in Greek, such as the Wisdom of Ben Sirach or the Books
of the Maccabees.
Already two centuries before the advent of our Lord Jesus Christ the Jews living both in Palestine and those scattered throughout the Roman Empire found
it necessary to have translations of the Hebrew Old Testament. This was because the Hebrew language, while still used in worship and perhaps in some
rural villages, was no longer a widely spoken language.
In the synagogues the Scriptures were still read in the Hebrew original but a
translator would then render the reading into the Aramaic language spoken in
Palestine or into the Greek language spoken in places like Alexandria or
Athens.
This is illustrated by the words of our Lord on the Cross. He quotes the first
verse of Psalm 22 not in Hebrew: “Eli, Eli lema asavtani” but in the Aramaic
language he spoke daily: “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani.”
In time these translations, produced originally on the spur of the moment,
were written down. Among Aramaic speaking Jews such a translation was
called a “Targum” and there were several.
Among Greek speaking Jews there were several translations as well but the
most popular was known as the “Septuagint.” This translation was the one
frequently quoted by New Testament authors such as
Paul (to cite one example, Romans 12:20 is a direct
quote of the Septuagint version of Proverbs 25:21-22)
and retained its popularity with the Greek speaking
Fathers of the Church. Hence, in time it became the
“official” text of the Orthodox Church.
It is this version of the Old Testament, and not the
Hebrew, that the Early Christians used as well as the
Church Fathers. The Hebrew version of the Old Testament was unknown to most Christians in the Ancient Church save for those few scholars like Origen,
St. Epiphanios of Salamis and St. Jerome who took an
interest in it.
The Septuagint derives its name from a document
called the Letter of Aristeas that purports to relate how
the Hebrew Bible was translated into Greek. According to Aristeas, King Ptolemy II of Egypt wished to
enlarge the famous library of Alexandria with a copy
of the Hebrew Scripture, but translated into Greek so
that it could be understood. Accordingly, seventy (or
in some accounts seventy-two) learned translators were
dispatched from Jerusalem to Alexandria circa 280
B.C. Working separately on the island of Pharos the
seventy were later astounded to find that their translations agreed word for word and believed that the
Holy Spirit must have inspired them.
From then on the translation was known as the Septuagint from the Greek
word for the “seventy” (i.e. the seventy-two translators). Hence, the Roman
numeral LXX for seventy is often used as a modern shorthand way of referring
to the Septuagint.
The Letter of Aristeas could perhaps best be described as a Jewish “apology”
for the existence of the Septuagint against those Hebrew and Aramaic speaking Palestinian Jews who were critical of it. Most modern scholars hold that
the Septuagint was the product of translations that were made in the city of
Alexandria over several generations for the use of Greek speaking Jews who
no longer understood the Hebrew language.
One of the criticisms that was brought against the Septuagint by the Jewish
Rabbis during the early centuries of the Christian Church was that it was not
an accurate translation of the Hebrew text, which as mentioned, later came to
be called the “Masoretic Text.” Many Christian leaders discovered this as well,
much to their chagrin, in debates with the Jews. Since very few Christians had
any knowledge of Hebrew and textual criticism was virtually unknown as a science, the Church was often reduced to trudging out the Letter of Aristeas and
proclaiming the Septuagint was divinely inspired as a translation and/or claiming the Jews had falsified the Hebrew text of the Old Testament in their hatred for Christ.
Often, the underlying reason that the Septuagint and the Hebrew text in use
by the Jews of the early Christian centuries differed is to be found in the fact
that the Hebrew text of the Alexandrian synagogues underlying the Septuagint translation was not the same text as was used by the Jews in Palestine and
-cont’d on page 5
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Those pioneering clergy endured difficult times and made
many sacrifices on their first parish. However, we witnessed their great dedication and love to serve the Lord
when many remained active on parishes for over 50 years.
Christ the Saviour Seminary in Johnstown, Pa, became
the permanent home to train our future priests. The vision
of our first Bishop was evident when the first instructors
chosen were those pioneer priests to teach the seminarians
and share their practical wisdom of parochial life that was
not found in textbooks. These talented clergy also were
given the responsibility to author textbooks for the religious education of our youth. Like Saints Cyril and
Methodios, there was a need to print simple but effective
text books to instruct our children in the Faith. Just as our
children were spiritually nourished, our Spiritual Father
saw the need for people to meet socially and thus, the
A.C.R.Y. organization was founded. This presented a
wonderful means for our Diocesan family to gather each
year and support the spiritual and social ideals of the Diocese. To better communicate with the faithful, the Diocese published a newspaper, The Church Messenger, which
shared events and news in our Diocese and world-wide.
Once again, our pioneer priests were entrusted with its
publication and later this responsibility was given to those
who were graduates of Christ the Saviour Seminary. We
are blessed to have such dedicated writers who prepare a
superb publication that informs and educates everyone in
our Faith. As our Diocese embarked on uncharted waters
from 1938 until 1950, establishing new parishes, there
was one vital institution missing that would sustain the
spiritual life and growth of our Diocese. However, in 1950
that void was filled when plans were made to construct
Christ the Saviour Cathedral in Johnstown, Pa. Now the
Diocese had a Mother Church that would care for its
Diocesan faithful. Shortly after the solemn consecration
of the Diocesan Cathedral, we witnessed the first pilgrimage dedicated to the Mother of God, just as our ancestors made pilgrimages each year to Mariapoc and other
villages in Carpatho-Russia. The needs of our youth were
addressed again by Metropolitan Orestes and the first
Altar Boys Retreat was held at our Diocesan Headquarters.
Again, our pioneer priests were given the responsibility of
teaching and guiding the souls of these young men, many
of whom in later years embraced vocations to the Holy
Priesthood. Indeed, “the seed fell upon good ground” and
the harvest was great, for many of our present priests had
attended many of these altar boys retreats.
Our first Spiritual Shepherd of the Diocese labored unselfishly, sacrificing his health to care for his flock. Therefore, it was time for an auxiliary bishop to share the
burden. Auxiliary Bishop Peter Shymansky served only for
a short time before his death. Therefore, Bishop John R,
Martin was consecrated Auxiliary Bishop and resided at
the Episcopal residence built next to the Cathedral. He
had the same vision as Metropolitan Orestes concerning
the needs of our youth. In his visits to Diocesan parishes,
the message was sown that a camp was so important for
our children to assemble during the summer months, not
only for recreation, but also to fortify their faith. “The
seed fell upon good ground” when Mr. Richard Radick, of
blessed memory, who had purchased 289 acres of land in
Mercer County, met with Bishop John, of thrice-blessed
memory, and donated this land to the Diocese. This unselfish act of charity mirrored the words of Scripture: “For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”
(Matthew 6:21). No words of gratitude can express what
a generous act of charity this gift was and once again the
awesome responsibility to oversee the work by the contractor was given to a priest and laymen of the Diocese.
This gift multiplied when Diocesan parishes and organizations came forward to underwrite the costs of the cabins and the faithful gave generously to underwrite the costs
of the Main Lodge. Bishop John spoke of Camp Nazareth
as “A Home away from Home”. Every visitor to Camp
Nazareth feels at home, whether it be their first visit or

Babylon. This has been recently born
out by the discovery among the documents of the Dead Sea Scrolls of
many Hebrew texts that are the
source of the translation of the Septuagint Greek Old Testament.
We must remember that much of the
Biblical tradition was at first oral tradition and only in later times was
written down through laborious
copying and re-copying. Often, there
were slight differences between texts
because scribes did not use the same
“master copy.” While much of the
Septuagint and the so-called “Masoretic” Hebrew text of the Synagogue stand in agreement, there are
some differences that must be noted.
Perhaps the most controversial of
these is the wording of the Septuagint
found in Isaiah 7:14, “A virgin shall
be with child.” The Hebrew text that
was used by the Jewish polemicists
against the early Church says at this
passage (as the Hebrew text still does
today), “A young woman shall be
with child.” St. Matthew quoted the
Septuagint text in his Gospel and not
the Hebrew.
(An interesting tradition exists in the
Church that St. Simeon who embraced
the forty-day old Christ Child in the
Temple {see Luke 2:25-35} was one of
the original translators of the Septuagint. Accordingly he wished to translate the Isaiah 7:14 passage as “young
woman” rather than virgin, disagreeing
with all the other translators on the
grounds that it was illogical for a virgin
to be with child. As a result the Lord
told him that he would live to see the
event come about, which inspires his famous prayer “Now, O Master, let you
servant depart in peace…” when he
holds the infant Messiah. Seeing the
prophecy of Isaiah fulfilled he “departs
in peace” at the age of 276.)
Other differences are less profound.
For instance, Psalm 23 begins in the
Hebrew text with the familiar words,
“The Lord is my shepherd....” but the
Septuagint text reads “The Lord tends
me as a shepherd.” There are many
other small differences between the
two such as the numbering of the
Psalms. This is why the familiar Psalm
50 of Orthodox Prayer books (“Have
mercy on me, O God….”) is Psalm
51 in our Bibles.
The compilers of the Old Testament
of the Orthodox Study Bible have undertaken to provide Orthodox Christians with a readable version of the
Septuagint Old Testament in modern
English. There will be some who will
be critical of this or that aspect of it
but de gustibus non disputandum est.
It is to be hoped that it will become a
standard text among English-speaking Orthodox and provide a basis for
unity among all of us. The Orthodox
Study Bible is available from our
Seminary Bookstore or the Camp
Nazareth Bookstore.

The historic signing of the agreement between the Diocese and the Johnstown
parish on October 4, 1950 resulting in the Diocesan Cathedral erected in
Johnstown. Signing for the Diocese is His Excellency, Bishop Orestes, and for
the congregation, Michael Radasky, president of the parish at the time. Looking on are: Very Rev. John Yurcisin, Diocesan Chancellor, and Nicholas
Mishurda, parish secretary.

one of many.
With the untimely repose of Bishop John, of thriceblessed memory, a wise decision was made by the Diocese
to nominate a son of our Diocese, a graduate of Christ the
Saviour Seminary, a graduate of Halki Seminary, to succeed Bishop John. Metropolitan Nicholas of Amissos,
with the blessing of the Holy Ecumenical Patriarchate, became our ruling Hierarch. The Word of God and the Orthodox Faith was nurtured from his youth, perpetuated
by the pioneer priests of the Diocese and embraced by the
late Metropolitan Orestes, of thrice-blessed memory, who
had the vision to send this young monastic to the theological school in Halki. Metropolitan Nicholas is a very
humble and caring Spiritual Father who witnessed the
needs of his Diocesan children and, therefore, embarked
on a mission of building a church at Camp Nazareth. Not
just any church, but a church to tie the bonds of our forefathers to the present and future generations to come. It
was named Saints Cyril and Methodios in humble gratitude for their missionary work among our people and the
structure was to reflect the trials and sacrifices of our people from the Carpathian villages. The dedication of the
entire Diocesan faithful with their humble and most generous gifts brought about a bountiful harvest when the
Camp Church was consecrated in 2003. Now the Camp
fulfilled the spiritual needs of all, both young and old. Our
Spiritual Father has dedicated his life to bringing all of
God’s children to live their faith daily and to treasure the
customs and traditions of our forefathers. This journey
will be completed when the Heritage Center at Camp
Nazareth is blessed. Just as all of our former Hierarchs focused on the needs of our youth, so too Metropolitan
Nicholas has embarked on a new mission called the Youth
Apostolate. His vision is that our youth will become the
new missionaries, sowing the Word of God by their dedication to their Church and Faith. As all of our Hierarchs
have brought us closer to our Heavenly Father with their
unselfish service to God, so too, our youth are being asked
to sacrifice their lives, with prayer and fasting, to help our
brothers and sisters to know Christ as we do. Our Hierarchs have accepted our Lord’s command, “Let the little
children come to Me, and do not forbid them, for of such
is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 19:14). As we celebrate the Platinum anniversary of the founding of our
Diocese, our humble thanks to Saints Cyril and Methodios and all our dedicated Spiritual Shepherds who truly
sowed the Word of God into the hearts of our faithful for
“...having heard the word with a noble and good heart,
keep it and bear fruit with patience” (Luke 8:15).
Protopresbyter Ronald A. Hazuda
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Anniversaries
Congratulations are extended to PROTOPRESBYTER RONALD A.
HAZUDA on the occasion of his 50th Anniversary of Ordination to the
Holy Priesthood and to PROTOPRESBYTER MICHAEL SLOVESKO on the
occasion of his 50th Anniversary of Ordination to the Holy Priesthood and Golden Anniversary of Marriage of Father Michael and Pani
Anna Marie Slovesko.

May God Bless them and Grant them Many Years!

Schedule of
Metropolitan Nicholas
June 29-July 2

Johnstown, Pennsylvania
Christ the Saviour Cathedral and
Seminary
Annual Altar Boy Retreat

July 2

West Miflin, Pennsylvania
Kennywood Park
Annual Carpatho Russian Day

July 13

Erie, Pennsylvania
St. Nicholas Church
50th Ordination Anniversary of Protopresbyter Ronals A. Hazuda

July 16-17

Washington, DC
Greek Orthodox Clergy-Laity Conference

July 27

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral - 50th Priestly Ordination Anniversary and 30th Episcopal
Ordination Anniversary of His Eminence, Metropolitan Maximos

August 15-17

Mercer, Pennsylvania
Saints Cyril and Methodios Chapel
Camp Nazareth Dormition Pilgrimage

parishes. But alas! How successful have we been in taking the message of Orthodoxy outside the regions where our forefathers settled at the turn of the
20th century? In reality, not very successful at all. Oh, a few missions have developed into viable parishes. But most of the others continue to struggle; still
others have been forced to abandon their noble efforts and close their doors.
Unlike our Presbyterian brothers who lament having “…lost the skills and
culture of church planting,” our main problem is we may not have ever had
these skills in the first place! We bless and applaud attempts to organize new
communities, but because of a lack of funds, we often ask them to stand on
their own. In truth, the Diocese is extremely limited in support that can be offered to fledgling mission parishes for one reason: our faithful have not fully
grasped the necessity of making a long-term commitment to the success of
mission churches through substantial, short-term financial backing. In 2007,
a little less than $36,000 was received from parish offerings and individual assessments for our Mission Fund. Only 2 of our missions received any assistance
from this somewhat meager amount.
The major strike against any mission parish is not having their own place to
worship. Many never grow beyond the rental space provided for them through
the kindness of some other religious or community group. Those of us who
have grown up in a stable and vibrant ecclesiastical environment cannot fully
appreciate the frustration of those dedicated, but often discouraged members
of our missions, who cannot attract or hold new members because they have
nothing tangible to offer them. Perhaps it is time for us as a Diocese to realize the necessity for a real commitment to building—in a literal sense—for
the future. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could move into an area and construct a modest house of worship for those attempting to bring the Orthodox
Faith to those seeking spiritual fulfillment there? Wouldn’t this give us, at least,
a “fighting chance” to expand and progress? We cannot do much, however,
with $36,000 annually! Yes, it is true, when our grandparents built OUR
churches, no one helped them…but then again…no one was here to help
them either.
It is vital, therefore, that every parish and every faithful member of our Diocese seriously consider becoming an advocate for missionary expansion.
Churches and parishioners who have been blessed abundantly by the Lord are
urged to remember those who are struggling to keep their flickering hopes
alive to start new Orthodox Christian communities. The Diocese cannot make
such a commitment if the PEOPLE of the Diocese do not! Yes, “if we build
it, they will come.” If we do not, someone else will, and will take away what
could have been ours!
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor
The Church Messenger

Diocesan Pilgrimage in Honor of the Transfiguration of Our Lord & Dormition of the
Theotokos
Camp Nazareth - August 16-17, 2008

MEAL TICKET ORDER FORM
Meal Tickets must be pre-ordered and pre-paid no later than August
10, 2008
No complimentary tickets will be available.
Tickets may be picked up at Camp Nazareth when you arrive.
Cost: $15 per person; $8 for children 4 to 12 years of age.
Dear Father Ellis:
We are pre-ordering and pre-paying ____ adult tickets at $15 and
____ children tickets at $8.
Name of Parish: _______________________________________
Pastor: ______________________________________________
Send Order Form and Checks (made payable to Camp Nazareth)
by August 10, 2008 to
Camp Nazareth
339 Pew Road
Mercer, PA 16137

Family Day Raffle Winners
Ticket #
400
658
714
2163
1293
639
1147
2417
1122
1530
528
689
1324
1236
451
422
2360
1672
226
1762

Description
$10,000.00
$ 1,000.00
$
900.00
$
800.00
$
700.00
$
600.00
$
500.00
$
400.00
$
300.00
$
200.00
$
100.00
$
100.00
$
50.00
$
50.00
$
50.00
1 wk camp
1 wk camp
1 wk camp
1 wk camp
1 wk camp

Winner’s Name
City
State
Christ the Saviour
Johnstown
PA
Merle Gross
Endicott
NY
Margaret Sawiuz
South Amboy NJ
Juliann Porter
Stratford
CT
Mike Gansor
Morgantown WV
Michael J. Wesko
Endicott
NY
Paul Danatjko
Lafayette
IN
Steve and Anna Kiddon Youngstown OH
Mary Zello
Ridgewood
NY
Christ the Saviour
N. Royalton OH
Connie Somoskovec
Dethal
CT
Rebecca Mam
Binghamton NY
Chris Mills
Coplay
PA
David Ruschek
M. Chalachan
Johnson City NY
Edward Margetta
Johnstown
PA
Fr. Dan Mahler
Yonkers
NY
Viola Peifer
Margaret Kadlec
Binghamton NY
E. Furda
Middlesex
NJ
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Real Break Greece:
A REAL Experience
by Reader Jonathan Bannon

A

little over a year ago, I
spent my spring break in
New Orleans helping to
rebuild in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. This was through
the OCF (Orthodox Christian
Fellowship) program, “Real
Break.” My time spent in New
Orleans was very inspiring. A year
had passed and I was blessed to be
able to go on another Real Break
trip--this one to Greece. If I
could sum up the trip in two
words, they would be “life changing!”
This trip to Greece was life
changing in ways that were both
similar and different to my New
Orleans experience. In New Orleans, I saw destruction caused by
a natural disaster being rebuilt
through aid and hard work. In
Greece, I saw churches once covered with icons on every square
inch of the walls, covered in black
soot. Many of the icons had been
desecrated and were now being
repaired. It was life changing in
more ways than I can explain.
From seeing beautifully painted
icons that have withstood wars
and time itself, to numerous
miraculous icons and relics of
Saints, to monasteries built upon
373 meter high rock formations,

ing cement and doing other small
jobs, we moved onto the beautiful monastery of St. George. This
is one of the most beautiful
monasteries in the country. Here,
a miraculous spring gushed forth
from the ground where beforehand there was no water, and a
beautiful forest grows where a
monk long ago planted trees from
another part of the world. Now
this monastery is the only place in
the world these trees exist! The
sisters explained to us that students with a certain degree in science travel to the monastery just
to see them. Here, I helped with
moving and organizing areas and
rooms that they couldn’t have
done without the extra help.
Half of the team stayed at St.
George’s while the other half
worked at the Sacred Monastery
of the Twelve Apostles, locally
known as “Red Church.” The
name came from the remembrance of the precious blood shed
by the numerous martyrs from
the Turkish invasions. Here, the
team helped paint the walls of the
monastery.
Real Break 2008 was one of
the most fulfilling trips I’ve ever
Reader Jon Bannon is pictured with two sisters from one of the many monasteries he vis- been on. My expectations were
ited on his Real Break trip to Greece.
-cont’d on page 2

to seeing columns holding up a
church built in 400 A.D.
Alongside of me were 22
other Orthodox students from all
over the United States working
together for the glory of God. I’ve
never developed such a close
bond with people I’ve never
known in such a short period of
time. In addition to the student
workers, there were nuns, monks,
a priest and a local construction
company that donated its time
and workers to help.
The main objective of the

trip was to assist a number of
monasteries, most of which were
hundreds of years old. We
worked on many different jobs at
each. Arriving first at the Sacred
Monastery of the Exaltation of
the Cross, I was handed both a
miner’s pick and an ax to help
tear down a mobile home structure to scrap the metal. The sisters once lived there while their
main housing structure was being
built. After two days of tearing
the structure down and scraping
the insulation off, as well as pour-
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ATTENTION CLERGY, PARENTS,
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS, etc.

O

ne of the most enjoyable aspects of working on this newsletter is
hearing about so many of the amazing things the youth of our Diocese participate in. In this issue, you will read about one college
student who spent his spring break in Greece. You’ll also read about a high
school student who withstood ridicule from her friends because of her faith.
The common link between them is that they both found ways to really live
their faith! That’s the whole idea. We can’t afford to see our faith as something
we just do on a Sunday morning, but something that is a part of our lives
each and every day.

met and far surpassed. I left for my trip only with images I’ve seen in books
and on the internet of what a monastery would look like overseas. While much
of the team’s time was spent in the women’s monasteries where we stayed, we
also visited the men’s monastery, Moni Petras. This monastery houses a miraculous icon of the Theotokos and a historic icon associated with St. Luke. We
were able to venerate the relics of 5 Saints and numerous miraculous icons. We
saw ancient vestments and chalices, as well as hand carved wooden icon screens
and altars. Even with all of this, the most memorable aspect of the trip was the
love shown to me from the monastics and priests, as well as my teammates. It
was truly the highlight of the trip.
In traveling to Greece on my spring break, I was able to see love in action
on a very deep and selfless level. We complimented the sisters and offered our
thanks to them but they always responded with “thank God” rather than “no
problem” or “anytime.” They would ask us all the time if we needed anything
and would bring us water or soda or Greek coffee while we were working. It
was very humbling.
Real Break was life changing, mentally and spiritually. I couldn’t help
finding myself thinking of how comparable it was to my time spent at Camp
Nazareth. From being surrounded by trees and fields (in among the mountains), to working together with other Orthodox Christians with the goal of
glorifying God, to truly experiencing a love, joy and connection amongst ourselves like no other. Like camp director, Fr. Michael Ellis, says, “at Camp
Nazareth, time slows down.” A week spent working and living in these monasteries felt like a month. Each day I was surprised with how much we had accomplished and the sense of peace I felt within me. One day, I realized and
exclaimed, “we’ve been drinking holy water this whole week!” One of the nuns
overheard and responded, “that’s how we roll!” It was fantastic! God willing, I
plan to attend another Real Break trip next year.

As we receive and print stories and articles each and every issue, I am
constantly impressed and proud of our youth. I also know that there are
countless stories yet to be told. That’s where I need your help! Please encourage the youth in your parishes to write something for our newsletter.
What kinds of things are we looking for? You name it. It could be a service
project they are involved in at school or in the community. It could be activities your Jr. ACRY or youth group are taking part in. It could be a personal experience that has had an impact on their faith, like the two stories
in this issue. It could be as simple as expressing why they love Christ or their
faith or Church. We will print articles from our youngest children to our
college students and beyond.
If you have any questions, kindly e-mail me: Daylight@acrod.org Looking forward to hearing from you and God bless you!!!

Pictured with Jon is Archimandrite Chrysostom. Fr. Chrysostom works in the Jerusalem Patriarchate and is very involved with many of the monasteries the team visited.

TRINITARIAN MATH

That’s right--one! This simple math formula isn’t
as simple as it looks. This is a formula for helping to understand the Trinity: Three Persons in
one God.
1+1+1=1
Father+Son+Holy Spirit=God
Every time we cross ourselves, we do so in
the Name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. Yet, it can be such a difficult
thing for our minds to grasp.
In trying to better understand the Trinity, it
might be a good idea to start in Scripture--not in
the New Testament, like you might expect, but
in the Old Testament. The Trinity is in the Old
Let’s do some basic math….we’re talking basic;
Testament? Yes, it is, and it’s right there from the
1st grade stuff.
beginning.
1+1=2
The earth was without form and void, and dark2+2=4
ness was upon the face of the deep; and the Spirit
How about this one:
of God was moving over the face of the waters
(Genesis 1:2).
1+1+1=1
The answer to that last problem is 3. However, Later, in the same chapter, we see a reference to
theologically speaking, the answer is one. ONE?! the Trinity during the creation of man:

Then God said, “Let US make man in OUR
image, after OUR likeness” (Genesis 1:26).
The Trinity acted together in creation because all
three persons existed together from the beginning of time.
This is just an introduction. There is so
much to look at. Next time, we’ll stay in the
Book of Genesis, looking at the story of the Hospitality of Abraham, which gives us our icon of
the Holy Trinity.
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Starting a Conversation:
New Ways to Keep Young People Engaged in
the Orthodox Faith
By Seraphim Danckaert

T

he numbers are astounding.
According to a variety of
surveys conducted over the
last few years, the average American
teenager spends more than 72 hours
a week using “electronic media.”
But the numbers alone don’t tell the
full story of teenage media usage,
most especially when it comes to the
Internet, cell phones, iPods and video
games.
All of these new forms of media are
actually fora: They are electronic
means for teens to interact with each
other, form friendships, meet new
people, exchange ideas and — yes! —
learn about their faith.
According to the Barna Research
Group, teens in particular use the Internet as a way to explore their own
faith and different faith traditions in a private, non-threatening environment.
That’s why it’s vitally important that the Church engages teens where
they spend most of their time.
And, in this new realm of electronic media, it’s not enough to simply
speak to (or at!) young people. Teens are attracted to a form of media that
emphasizes participation and community. They don’t just want to watch or
listen; they won’t to join the conversation, comment on the program and
create their own show!
In fact, according to a 2007 survey from the Pew Internet & American
Life Project, 64 percent of “online teenagers ages 12 to 17 engage in at least
one type of content creation.” They write their own blogs, make and post
their own videos, create their own photo albums and so forth.
And, even more significantly, they are looking to be included. The Pew
survey discovered that “content creation is not just about sharing creative
output; it is also about participating in conversations fueled by that content.”
That’s why the Orthodox Christian Network (OCN), a media ministry
of the Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas, has started a new, user-driven online program for Orthodox Christian
teenagers and young adults.
It’s called OTTO: Orthodox Teen Talk Online, a bi-weekly podcast that
features a pan-Orthodox group of teens from around the country. On the
show, the teens discuss real-life issues in an open and honest manner with at
least one Orthodox priest. Recent topics have included drugs, drinking, abortion, dating and peer pressure.
The teens themselves develop the topics for discussion, contribute their
own opinions and share their own life experiences related to the discussion.
This allows Orthodox young people to find their own voice and to develop
their own Orthodox Christian response to some of the most pressing issues
of the day.
Given today’s online culture, that’s critical.
And, in accord with the Internet’s tradition of inclusion, all Orthodox
Christian teens are welcome to participate! If a young person in your parish
would like to join the conversation, just ask; if the members of your youth
group would like to produce their own episode, it can be arranged.
When it comes to teenage media consumption, the numbers are astounding — but so too is the opportunity to engage teens in the life of the
Church.
All we have to do is sign online and join the conversation.

www.
MyOCN.net

(Seraphim Danckaert can be reached at seraphim@myocn.net. For more information about OCN, and to listen to the existing episodes of OTTO, visit
www.MyOCN.net.)

Page 3

The Icon of the Theotokos at
Moni Petras Monastery
Editor’s Note: During his recent trip to Greece, Reader Jon Bannon was able to
venerate a miraculous Icon of the Mother of God. Daylight asked him to share a
little bit of the background of this icon.

A

long time ago some of the
people in the village near the
monastery that houses this
icon of the Theotokos, saw a light
coming out of a cave. When they
went up to see where it was coming
from or what caused it, they found
this icon. They brought it down into
the village 3 consecutive times. Each
time, when they would wake up the
following morning, they would find
that the icon was missing. Each time,
they traveled back to the cave and
they found it again. The Theotokos
wanted to stay up there. So they built
a monastery around where they found
the icon and it stays in the church
they built. It’s a miraculous icon and
I was told that it has a close connection with the villagers. Unless people
were taking pictures it was extremely
dark in the church and VERY hard to
see the icon or the face of the
Theotokos! This is in the monastery
of Moni Petras, the only men’s
monastery that we visited.

My Memorial Day Weekend
By Chloe Webb, 16, of St. Nicholas Church; Scranton, Pa.

T

his past Memorial Day weekend, I went along with my
priest, Fr. Andrew Bartek, and
a few other parishioners for grave
blessings at cemeteries around the
area. Earlier that week, my friends
and I had a conversation about Memorial Day weekend plans. All of my
other friends had been describing their
party plans and their family picnics
and their fireworks watching. Then
came my turn to tell everyone of my
upcoming weekend plans. I explained
to them that I was going to attend
grave blessings with my church and
we were going to have a Liturgy at one
of the cemeteries. I still remember the
look my friend Sarah gave me when
she asked, “You consider that fun?
Hanging with your church all weekend?” At that moment, they all
laughed and called me a weirdo. I started to think about the weekend ahead.
It didn’t dawn on me until the first day of grave blessings just how wrong
Sarah had been. Singing Christ is Risen in the cemetery over the graves of the
departed was something I wish she could’ve been part of. To me, that was one
of the most beautiful services I had ever been involved in. It was so uplifting
to sing in the joyous tones of Pascha instead of the somber tones we are used
to hearing during a Panachida. I felt as if the souls of all the departed sang
along with us celebrating Christ’s Resurrection just as we were and still are
today.
So, as far as my Memorial Day weekend went, it was not only fun, but it
showed me that the living aren’t the only ones celebrating Pascha. All of the
souls of our loved ones are in heaven celebrating it as well. It has also inspired
me to continue going in the years to come. I just wanted to thank Father Andrew for inviting me and making my vacation fun and one that I will never
forget!
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YOUTH
PILGRIMAGE 2008
AUGUST 15-17
Camp Nazareth-Mercer, PA
Come to Camp Nazareth for an unforgettable weekend which includes
a trip to Holy Transfiguration Monastery on a specially chartered pilgrimage bus. If you are from the Johnstown area deaneries, you can
ride to and from Camp on the pilgrimage bus that will leave from
Christ the Saviour Cathedral on Friday Aug 15 and return Sunday Aug
17. This pilgrimage is a “hands on event”! Be prepared to experience
the power of Christ in your life as we labor and pray together.

S CHEDULE
Friday, August 15
3:00 pm
Pilgrimage Bus Departs Johnstown
5:00 pm
Vespers
5:30-7 pm Registration & Dinner
Saturday, August 16
9:00 am
Liturgy Followed By
Breakfast
11:00 am Travel to Holy Transfiguration Monastery, El-

wood City, Pa

5:00 pm

Supper - Camp
Nazareth
Great Vespers

Board the pilgrimage bus with our 7:00 pm
diocesan youth for an unforgettable trip to Holy Transfiguration
Sunday, August 17
Monastery. Enjoy the hospitality of
Fore-feast of the Transfiguration
the female monastics and assist
of our Lord
them with a special work project.
10:00 am Hierarchical Divine
Experience the joy of our labor
Liturgy Celebrated by
mixed with prayer!
His Eminence, +Metropolitan Nicholas

National Junior ACRY Celebrating 25 years!

T

he annual Jr. ACRY Weekend Encounter at Camp Nazareth is always
a fun time. This year, however, it will be extra special. The National
Jr. ACRY will celebrate the 25th Anniversary of its establishment! The
event will be held Friday, November 7th-Sunday, November 9th.
The committee is busy planning for this event and they really want to
hear from past members and officers. All past officers of the National Jr. ACRY
are asked to kindly contact Rachel Pribish, Immediate Past Jr. ACRY President,
via email at: rprib@stnicholasnj.net Please put “Jr. ACRY” in the subject line
and include in the body of the email the office(s) and year(s) held along with
up to date address and contact information.
More information will be released soon and sent to churches throughout
the Diocese. Anyone who would like to be contacted directly with the most
up-to-date information regarding the Anniversary Celebration or would like
to help in any aspect of the planning, can also contact Rachel Pribish at
rprib@stnicholasnj.net
Junior ACRY members are kindly asked to complete a special survey form
to assist with the planning of the Anniversary Celebration. You can download
the survey form at the following link on our Diocesan website:
http://www.acrod.org/Day/JrACRY25th.html
Looking forward to hearing from you and to seeing you in November!!!

HOLY TRANSFIGURATION YOUTH MINISTRY

S

ince October of 2007 Holy Transfiguration Orthodox Church in Crawfordsville, Indiana has been sponsoring Friday Night Live, a youth event
every Friday night at the Montgomery County Boys and Girls Club.
The event is open to youth ages 6 to 17 and attendance has been in the
range of 20 to 30 young people. Admission is $2.00 and proceeds are used to
sponsor a child in Kenya through the World Vision child sponsorship program.
The Boys and Girls Club donates the use of the facility and the AHEAD
Coalition of Montgomery County, a non-profit drug prevention organization
recently awarded the program a $2000.00 grant to cover the cost of materials.
The event is supervised by members of the parish who donate their time. In
addition, a local pizzeria, Johnny Provolone’s Pizza, supplies pizza at a greatly
reduced price of $6.00 per large pizza.
The program is recognized by the community as an excellent example of
cooperation between the faith community, business, and non-profit youth
serving organizations.
The evening’s activities are well-supervised and consist primarily of recreational opportunities such as pool tournaments, basketball, music and dancing, and team games. Program Director, Father Alexis Miller, conducts a short
program of songs, lessons, and discussions centered on character development
and drug abuse prevention.
Recently, five of the older youth participated in the World Vision 30 Hour
Famine to raise funds for world wide famine relief. The group was able to raise
over $300.00, enough money to provide for one child for one year. Participants
agreed not to eat for 30 hours. During that time they participated in a lockin at the Boys and Girls Club and completed a service project at Trinity Mission, a faith-based residential drug abuse treatment center for women.
They also attended Divine Liturgy and Great Vespers at Holy Transfiguration and broke the 30 hour fast with a spaghetti supper in the fellowship
hall.

Some of the participants at the 10th Anniversary celebration of the establishment of the National
Jr. ACRY held at Camp Nazareth in November, 1993.

Sponsorship
This issue of Daylight is sponsored by the National ACRY. Thank
you and God bless you for your support.
Any parish, organization or individual wishing to make a donation in
support of Daylight can contact us at: Daylight@acrod.org

Father Alexis Miller talks to a group of youth about making good choices at Friday Night Live
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A.C.R.Y. Bowling Tournament

Family Day

May 23-26, 2008

June 1, 2008

Pictured with His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, are the National Senior
and Junior A.C.R.Y. Officers in attendance for the 2008 Bowling Tournament. Also shown are Very Rev. Fr. John Brancho, host pastor, and Father
Metropolitan Nicholas enters Saints Cyril and Methodios Church at Camp
Michael Ellis, Camp Administrator.
Nazareth for the Family Day Hierarchical Divine Liturgy.

Metropolitan Nicholas remembers the departed faithful of the Diocese during
the Bowling Tournament Hierarchical Divine Liturgy.

Gregory Zuder is tonsured a Reader by Metropolitan Nicholas during the
Family Day Hierarchical Liturgy.

Metropolitan Nicholas receives a special greeting from Katherine Chow, granddaughter of Very Rev. Fr. John Brancho.

Responses to the Family Day Hierarchical Liturgy were sung by the Saint John
the Baptist Church Choir, Perth Amboy, NJ, under the direction of Mr.
George Hanas.

Pictured are the members of the Pittsburgh A.C.R.Y. Chapter #42 Men’s Team
who took first place in the handicap series. They are: Joe Mainolfi, Jr., Joe Metropolitan Nicholas blesses the faithful at the beginning of the Family Day
Hierarchical Liturgy.
Mainolfi, Sr., Fr. John Brancho and Mark Tongel.
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AUGUST 16 - 17, 2008
C AMP N AZARETH , M ERCER , PA

PILGRIMAGE SCHEDULE

7:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 16
Great Vespers with the Blessing of Bread, Fruit and
Flowers
Followed by the singing of Marian Hymns at the Tomb
of the Most-Holy Mother of God.
Confessions Before and After Service.
SUNDAY, AUGUST17
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, Assisted by
Diocesan Clergy
Choral Responses Sung By St. Nicholas’ Church

Choir, Homestead, PA, Under the Direction of Reader
Andrew Talarovich
Selected Plain Chant Responses by Diocesan Youth
Enthronement of Relics of Saints For Veneration
Panachida For Departed Diocesan Faithful

Following Liturgy: Lunch (Cost: Adults: $15.00 Children: 4-12
$8.00)
Prepaid Reservations Only. Deadline August 10
Following Lunch: Paraklis to the Mother of God.
Anointing of the Faithful With St. Nectarios Oil
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10th Street Parish Initiates Plans for Elevator
NEW YORK, NY--St. Nicholas of Myra Church in New
York City is pleased to announce that work is now underway to install a much-needed elevator.
The parish decided to undertake this initiative in order to
assist its aging and disabled parishioners who currently
must navigate the church steps – of which there are many!
Though these very dedicated parishioners continue to
manage their way up the steps with little complaint, we
recognize the struggle (and strength) that it takes for them
to do so. We also wonder how many others simply do not
attend our church services because it is physically too
daunting to enter the church building. Since the most
important decree of our church is to serve its faithful, the
installation of an elevator is a priority item. Although the
church building is over 100 years old, thanks to modern
day engineering, an elevator is now within our reach.

History

C

Metropolitan Nicholas served St. Nicholas Church as its
parish priest for over 10 years.
In addition to its illustrious Diocesan history, St. Nicholas
has also “starred” in a number of Hollywood productions.
It was used as a set for the movie “King of the Gypsies”
and the TV show “Law & Order,” as well as a staging area
for the movie, “The Godfather II.” Some of its visitors
from the entertainment industry include Natalie Wood,
Telly Sevalas, Meg Ryan and Shelley Winters. St.
Nicholas was also the inspiration for “Legacy of Faith,” an
independent video produced by one of its parishioners
which chronicled the church’s history from its roots in
Eastern Europe to its present-day in America.

Fund-Raising

T

he Church Board and Building Committee have
worked hard to ensure that the look and style of the
church are preserved because of the building’s historic significance. This meant finding the least intrusive, yet financially feasible way of incorporating an elevator. Given
the age of the building and the nature of the work, the
cost is significant. In order to raise the monies needed,
we’ve held several successful fundraisers, such as a pierogi
and kolachi sale by our Vychodna Dolina singing group
and a flea market and coffee socials by our Altar Society.
A Mediterranean cruise is planned for this summer with
part of the proceeds going towards the elevator construction costs. In addition, a pledge fund was established to
assist people with their donation plans.
To make a donation or to receive a fund-raising booklet
that describes our Building Pledge Fund Appeal, please
contact the Church office at 212-254-6685.

areful thought has been given to the elevator’s architectural design in order to ensure that the building’s
historic and beautiful façade is preserved.
The church building was originally built as a chapel for
St Mark’s Episcopal Church on the Bouwerie through donations from the prominent Rutherford and Stuyvesant
families of New York City. The patrician benefactors’ initials still adorn the church’s stained-glass windows. Designed by the renowned architect, Charles Renwick, Jr.,
who also designed St Patrick’s Roman Catholic Cathedral
and St Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church, the building is of
architectural significance. It was recently selected to become a landmark by the New York City Landmarks Commission.
Throughout its history, the building at 288 East 10th
Street has opened its doors to New York City’s immigrant
Construction Goal
settlers. The Episcopal Diocese initially built the chapel
ur goal is to complete elevator construction by the
to aid English, German and Dutch immigrants. After the
time of our annual Kermes Festival in the fall, Sunbuilding was purchased in the 1930’s by the founders of
day, November 23, 2008. For those Diocesan faithful
St. Nicholas, it served eastern European immigrants from
who are able to attend, we look forward to giving you a
Carpatho-Russia (then part of Austria Hungary). Today
ride in our long-awaited elevator.
the church continues to welcome newer and more recent
immigrants who practice the Orthodox faith, as well as
other area locals who seek a parish home.
St Nicholas also has a significant place in our Diocesan
history. Upon his return to America from Constantinople, Bishop Chornock offered his first service of Thanksgiving as Bishop in St. Nicolas Church. The Church was
also home to the Diocesan Seminary graduating many
priests that dutifully served our faithful. Two of the
church’s parishioners married Diocesan priests – in 1948,
Pani Ann (Yanoscik) Kozar married Father Elias Kozar,
and in 1959, Pani Jean (Derevjanik) Hutnyan married Father Andrew Hutnyan. And, always dear to our hearts,

O

St. Nicholas parishioners hold bake sake to raise funds for the new elevator.

SUMMER YOUTH PILGRIMAGE
Come join us at Camp Nazareth for a memorable weekend! Our pilgrimage this year will take us to the Holy
Transfiguration Monastery on Saturday to do a little
work and to learn about the Monastery. Then on Sunday
we will join Metropolitan Nicholas for Liturgy when he
places relics of saints in Saints Cyril and Methodios
Camp Church. If you are between the ages of 8 and 22,
you need to have this information:
GET ON THE BUS! The Pilgrimage bus will get you there
on Friday. You can catch a ride from Christ the Savior
Cathedral in Johnstown at 3pm for only $20 or get a carpool started from your area. You can print a registration
form from our Diocesan web site at www.acrod.org for
the pilgrimage, bus or both. If you are interested in carpooling, Father Michael Chendorain has a list of carpools
and riders. If you are driving to the Pilgrimage and you

have room in your car, please let Fr. Michael know. Likewise, if you are looking for a ride, he may be able to get
you in touch with someone who has room. Contact him
at 973-627-1462 or at fathermike@verizon.net.
The Pilgrimage begins on Friday, August 15, at 5pm
with registration, a light meal, fellowship and prayer.
Bring a gift for the monastery; put all your spare change
in a can, organize a fund raiser in your parish or neighborhood, get creative! Together let us make an offering
from the works of our hands and the joy of our hearts.
The registration fee includes all meals, overnight lodging for Friday and Saturday in the Camp cabins and a
commemorative Tee Shirt. For more information and
to keep up to date with all the weekends events go to
www.acrod.org and the Diocesan Apostolate for Youth
section.

Local Hotels and Motels for Diocesan Pilgrimage Participants
INN AT MERCER (formerly the
Howard Johnson)
835 Perry Highway, Rt. 19 & I. 80
Mercer, PA 16137
Phone: 724-748-3030
HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS (across
from Prime Outlet Mall in Grove
City)
21 Holiday Blvd.
Mercer, PA 16137
Phone: 724-748-5514
HAMPTON INN (across from Prime
Outlet Mall in Grove City)
4 Holiday Blvd.
Mercer, PA 16137
Phone: 724-748-5744
MICROTEL
2049 Leesburg Grove City Road
Grove City, PA 16127
Phone: (724) 748-9920
BEST WESTERN (across the outlet
mall)
1924 Leesburg Grove City Road
Grove City, PA 16127
Phone: 724-748-5836
COMFORT INN
118 Garrett Dr.
Grove City, PA 16127
Phone: (724) 748-1005
SUPER 8
2001 Leesburg-Grove City Rd.
I-79 & 208 West
Grove City, PA 16127
Phone: 724-748-3000
Lodging at Camp is limited due to
the Youth Pilgrimage participants
who will be housed on site. Others
wishing to stay at Camp must contact Fr. Michael Ellis at: (724) 6624840.
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NEW YORK, NY--Pictured are the members of the 2008 First Confession
Class of St. Nicholas Church, 10th Street, NYC: (left to right) Christine Gajdos and Olga Horbal. They are shown with their teacher, Dawn Krzyzanowski,
and Pastor, Very Rev. Fr. John J. Beskid.

WARREN, OH--Michael and Margaret Sheptock celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary on March 7, 2008 at St. Nicholas Orthodox Church in Warren, OH. Protopresbyter Kenneth Bachofsky presided over their Anniversary
Celebration as they commemorated their 60 years together in the same church
where they met and were married.
Mike fondly remembers ringing the bells at St. Mary’s Orthodox Church in
Elkhorn, West Virginia as a young child, and now those very same bells are
used in the bell tower at amp Nazareth in Mercer, PA.
Michael and Margaret are lifetime members of St. Nicholas Church and both
have sung in the choir for over 55 years.

RAHWAY, NJ--Pictured are the members of the 2008 First Confession Class
of St. John the Baptist in Rahway, NJ. They are: (left to right) Yustina Alexander-Himlan, Rachel Rojek, Sam Bakaletz and Vladimir Lee. They are shown
with Father Deacon Michael Rustick and Father Andrew Fetchina, Pastor of
St. John the Baptist Church.

HOBART, IN--Pictured is the newly-baptized servant of God, Christian
Campbell, of St. Nicholas Church in Hobart, IN with his parents, Ryan and
Nicole Campbell, and their parish priest, Fr Sergii Alekseev.

NESQUEHONING, PA--On May 18th, Frank Cunius, master wood carver,
came to St. John the Baptist Church for a question and answer session on the
Icon Screen that the parish is having installed. In January, 2008, the Parish
kicked off a DOLLAR-A-DAY fund-raiser to help pay for the Icon Screen.
Frank Cunius will start carving the Icon Screen early this summer. The parish
is hoping to have the frame of the Iconostasis installed within the next 6 to 7
YONKERS, NY--Saint Mary’s Orthodox Church in Yonkers, NY recently months. Pictured with Fr. Robert Teklinski, pastor of St. John the Baptist
blessed new solid wood entrance doors to the church and the church hall. The parish, is master wood carver Frank Cunius along with the members of the
new doors were installed by Andrew Zecca of Zecca Custom Homes of Sum- Board of Trustees of St. John the Baptist Church, Nesquehoning. They are
mit, New Jersey. Pictured are Mrs. Dorothy Dymek, Parish President, Father standing behind the model of the Icon Screen that was designed by Frank CuDan Mahler, Pastor, and Mr. John Kwap, Parish 1st Vice-President.
nius for the church.
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St. Nectarios Orthodox Mission Breaks Ground in Lakeland

LANSFORD, PA--Pictured with their pastor, Fr. Robert Teklinski, are Mr.
and Mrs. George Jupin of St. Nicholas Church in Lansford, PA on the occa- LAKELAND, FL--With the blessing of Metropolitan Nicholas, Fr.
Nicholas Wyborski and the parishioners of St. Nectarios Orthodox Church
sion of their 55th Wedding Anniversary.
broke ground on their newly acquired property in Lakeland, FL on Sunday,
June 8, 2008. Father Michael Miklos, Dean of the Florida Deanery under
the patronage of St. Mary of Egypt, was also on hand to concelebrate the
Ground Breaking Service. The service consisted of three main parts: the Planting of the Cross to establish that this is to be the House of the Lord; the setting of the cornerstone which signifies the foundation of the temple to be
raised to the glory of God; and the groundbreaking with a ceremonial shovel
by each member of the parish present, signifying that this is a communal effort in which every individual member of the parish plays a vital role. The patron Saint of the parish is St. Nectarios of Aegina.
St. Nectarios Orthodox Mission parish celebrated its first Divine Liturgy on
August 14, 2005. The Mission began with six people who had a vision to establish an Orthodox presence in Lakeland, Florida. The community held services in several different locations including a nursing home room, the pastor’s
home, and an Episcopal church. Finally, the parish, with the help of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Orlando, settled into its current home, a chapel
on the campus of the local Catholic High School. The Mission has now grown
to over thirty members and due to the generosity of many benefactors, both
local and throughout the Diocese, raised enough funds to put a down payment on a piece of property in Lakeland to establish a permanent home. The
parish is now in the process of obtaining the necessary permits, surveys and
other governmental requirements needed to erect an Orthodox church on the
SCRANTON, PA--Pictured are John Maceyko and Tekla Evanega celebrating
property. If you are in the Orlando-Tampa Bay area, please feel welcome to
their 97th birthdays, making them the oldest parishioners of St. Nicholas
join us for services (5pm Saturday, 9:30am Sunday and 6pm Wednesday). For
Church in Scranton, PA. They are shown with their Pastor, Father Andrew
directions, call 863-815-1576.
Bartek.

HOBART, IN--The newly-baptized servant of God Anastasia Yudina is pic- PITTSBURGH, PA--Mrs. Susan Behun of St. John the Baptist Church
tured in the hands of her mother, Valeria Yudina. Also shown is Irina Kless, (North Side Pittsburgh) recently celebrated her 90th birthday. She is shown
with her pastor, Very Rev. Fr. John Brancho.
grandmother, and their parish priest, Father Sergii Alekseev.
On behalf of Saint Nicholas Church:
The Faithful of Saint Nicholas Church in Hobart, Indiana, would like
to express their sincere gratitude to all of our Diocesan parishes, organizations and individuals who helped our parish deal with the consequences of the flood that they suffered last year. We thank you for
your Christian charity and kindness. May God bless all of you!
Rev Father Sergii Alekseev
Pastor

WARREN, OH--Anna Staviski of St.
Nicholas Church in Warren, OH recently celebrated her 101st birthday.
She has been an active member of the
parish since its founding and continues to pinch pirohi and make holupki
every week in support of the church
fundraising efforts. She loves life, the
Church, and her family and friends.
May God continue to grant her
health and happiness for many
blessed years!
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SCOBA Hierarchs Convene For
Spring 2008 Session
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ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE ORTHODOX CHURCH
ALASKA CRUISE
Carnival Spirit
7 Day Southbound
Wednesday, August 12, 2009
Debark Anchorage - Return from Vancouver
INSIDE
BASE
$550
$320

TOTAL COST PER PERSON *
$931.02
$666.02
3rd/4th person

OCEANVIEW
BASE
$750
$350

TOTAL COST PER PERSON *
$1,131.02
$696.02
3rd/4th person

CAT 7A - BALCONY
BASE
TOTAL COST PER PERSON *
$800
$1,181.02
$350
$696.02
3rd/4th person
NEW YORK, NY - The Spring Session of the Standing Conference of the
Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA) met on June 12, 2008
from 10:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at the Headquarters of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. This session was attended by all Hierarchs of SCOBA:
Archbishop Demetrios, Chairman (Greek Orthodox Archdiocese), Metropolitan Philip, Vice-Chairman (Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese), Metropolitan Christopher, Secretary (Serbian Orthodox Church), Metropolitan
Nicholas (Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese), Metropolitan Herman (Orthodox Church in America), Metropolitan Joseph (Bulgarian Orthodox
Church), Archbishop Nicolae (Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese), Archbishop
Antony (proxy, Ukrainian Orthodox Church) and Bishop Ilia (Albanian Orthodox Diocese). In attendance as well were Metropolitan Maximos of Pittsburgh (Greek Orthodox Archdiocese), Metropolitan Methodios of Boston
(Greek Orthodox Archdiocese), and Bishop Antoun of Miami (Antiochian
Orthodox Archdiocese). Also present were the General Secretary and thirteen
members of the SCOBA Study and Planning Commission representing all the
SCOBA member Churches.
The Hierarchs held a fraternal and open discussion related to SCOBA Agencies, dealing with communications, education and mission. The formal request of the Vicar of the Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia, who is also the
Administrator of the Moscow Patriarchal parishes in the USA (33 in number), Bishop Mercurius of Zaraisk to be included on SCOBA was presented
by the Chairman, Archbishop Demetrios. He noted that the Moscow Patriarchate, through its Exarchate, had been one of the original signers of the
SCOBA Constitution. After the Archbishop’s presentation of the matter, there
was immediate unanimous agreement, in a spirit of fraternal welcome, by all
SCOBA Hierarchs to welcome the Representation of the Moscow Patriarchate
in the United States, in the person of Bishop Mercurius, to full membership
in SCOBA.
In addition, both Archbishop Demetrios and Metropolitan Philip shared with
the other SCOBA Hierarchs the positive results of their individual meetings
with Metropolitan Hilarion, the newly enthroned (May 18, 2008) First Hierarch of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia (ROCOR).
The Co-Chair of the Orthodox-Roman Catholic Theological Consultation,
Metropolitan Maximos, gave a presentation on the status of the various InterChristian Dialogues. The meeting closed with an open and fraternal discussion
of ecclesiastical issues that need attention.

VALIS PASSPORTS REQUIRED
Plus Group Receives a $75 Shipboard Credit Per Cabin
*NOTE: ABOVE TOTAL COSTS INCLUDE port charges, all fees, taxes
and the $5.00 per day/per person fuel surcharge ($35) for
1st and 2nd guests, 3rd and/or 4th guests not assessed this
surcharge. PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE AIRFARE.
Required Deposit: or 2 persons in cabin - $25.00 per person deposit.
For 3 or 4 in cabin - $350 per person deposit is required. Once deposit
is made, Prices At Time of Booking are guaranteed.
If Interested: Contact Fran Montoya at Adventure Travel: 1-800-3278967 or her Asst. Kathy Eisenberg. State that you are with St. Paul the
Apostle Orthodox Church Group.
SINGLE GUEST PROGRAM - Subject to availability. Inquire with Adventure Travel
Day 1: Anchorage (Whittier), AK
Day 2: Cruise Prince William Sound, View College Fjord
Day 3: Sitka, AK
Day 4: Juneau, AK
Day 5: Skagway, AK, Cruise Lynn Canal
Day 6: Ketchikan, AK
Day 7: Cruise Inside Passage
Day 8: Vancouver, BC, Canada

PLEASE REMEMBER
IN YOUR PRAYERS:
TAMARA HAZUDA,
daughter of Protopresbyter
Ronald Hazuda
MARTHA PODOBINSKI,
daughter of Pani Martha
Zeleniak

PERIODICAL

Is your husband or wife serving our country in Iraq or Afghanistan?
Is your son or daughter? We, the Ambridge A.C.R.Y., would like to let
them know we appreciate their sacrifice and are praying for them with occasional “Care Packages.” Where are they? Send their name and address
to us and we will be mailing a package to them filled with many things
as well as the intangible - our and love and prayers. This project can’t get
out of the idea phase without your cooperation. Send information to:
Ambridge A.C.R.Y.
Ms. Barbara Coe
243 Columbia Dr.
Aliquippa, PA 15001
barbnharry@earthlink.net

BALCONY GUARANTEE
BASE
TOTAL COST PER PERSON *
$1000
$1,381.02
$320
$746.02
3rd/4th person

