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ARCHPASTORAL LETTER FOR THE
FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, GOD AND
SAVIOUR, JESUS CHRIST
Prot. N. 189
Very Reverend and Reverend Fathers and dearly-beloved faithful of our Godsaved Diocese:

on earth...”
“You have come to dwell in a cave, O Christ our God...”
“Christ comes from heaven, meet Him. Christ is on earth, be exalted.”
“The Creator, seeing man, whom He had fashioned with His own hands, perishing, descends, bowing down the heaven...:”
Christ is Born!
“I behold a strange and wonderful mystery: the cave has become heaven...”
Glorify Him!
At every Vespers Service, the priestly prayer at the bowing of heads tells us
quite clearly: “O Lord our God, You
lowered the heavens when You came
“Who for us men and for our salvadown for the salvation of the human
tion came down from heaven and was
race.”
incarnate by the Holy Spirit and of the
virgin Mary and was made man.”
This theme is prevalent throughout
the services of the Nativity of our
The fourth Article of the Nicaean-ConLord.
stantinopolitan Creed
In the Old Testament, one of the most
beautiful images of this concept is that
hen we were little chilof Jacob’s Ladder. You may recall that
dren, our parents and our
Jacob was fleeing from his angry
Church School teachers
brother Esau, for he had tricked him
were the first ones to instruct us in the
into selling him his birthright, the
mysteries of our Holy Faith. One of
privileges of the first-born. Jacob had
the initial words that we learned was
even deceived his father Isaac into
“Boze,” which, of course, means
blessing this action. Jacob’s mother,
“GOD.” Next we were taught where
Rachel, advised him to flee to Haran
God lived. And if you ask almost any
to the camp of his uncle Laban and to
child today, hopefully his or her reremain with him there for safety.
sponse will be, as was ours, “in
While journeying there, one night
heaven.” This is one of the first lessons
Jacob lay down to steep and was given
of the printed catechisms for our chila vision-dream from God; in it he saw
dren. And we now knew the truth,
a ladder set up, with its foot on the
that where God is, there is heaven. We
earth and its top touching heaven. On
did not know where heaven was, but
it angels of God were seen going up
we always looked upward towards the
and down, and the Lord spoke to him,
heavens when we said our prayers. We
promising him that land as an inheridid not understand whether heaven
tance! And God said: “This is none
was an actual physical place or a state
other than the house of God, and this
of existence, nor did we have any theis the gate of heaven” (Genesis 28:17).
ological understanding of this realm,
In this, our Church Fathers and our
but we knew that was where God
Orthodox Tradition see the foreshaddwelt!
owing of the coming of God the Son to the earth through the person of the
So, “when the fullness of time came, God sent His Son (into the world), born Most Holy Theotokos, who is represented by that ladder.
of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were Since heaven and earth are united this day, then what transpires in heaven,
under the Law” (Galatians 4:4 - 5), the Lord Almighty descended from heaven must certainly and necessarily also occur on earth.
to earth. Logically, then, earth became heaven as well, since God was now reIN HEAVEN, angels constantly praise and worship Almighty God singing
siding here in the flesh. Our hymns give witness to this fact:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts...” as Isaiah testifies (6:3); now ON
“Heaven and earth are united today, for Christ is born. Today, God has come EARTH, the angels sing their praises, “Glory to God in the highest and on
upon earth, and man has gone up into heaven...”
earth peace, good will to men!” and worship the Infant Christ. They recognize
“Jesus bowed the heaven and came down...”
their own Creator in each setting.
“The Wise Men knew with assurance that You, the heavenly King, were born
-cont’d on page 5
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The Best Thing in Life?
Having One!

I

t is fitting during this Nativity Season to tell you a story about a child.
No…not the Child of Bethlehem,
but rather “a child of Seattle.” This is
the story of a little boy named Brenden Foster that is both heart-warming
and heart-breaking. Who is Brenden
Foster? Actually, it would be more
proper to ask: who was Brenden Foster? For you see, Brenden Foster, an
11 year old boy from Seattle, Washington, died on November 21st after
a 3 year battle with leukemia. It was
not an unexpected death; he and his
family knew it was inevitable—in fact
in early November he had been told
that he only had 2 weeks to live.
Amazingly, the young lad had accepted this news with more grace
than most people would. His family
wanted to grant Brenden one last
wish, and understandably, they would
have done anything or given anything
to fulfill the final request of this brave
little boy. Would he like a certain toy?
Would he ask to take a special trip?
No, this was not what he wanted. Lis-

ten to his final request: he commented on how when he was returning home from one of his treatments,
he noticed a small community of
homeless people gathered together on
the outskirts of town in a makeshift
“tent city.” Brenden said when he saw
this, he decided he wanted to help—
he wanted to give them food and
water. “Someone needs to help
them,” said the young boy, who was
wise and compassionate beyond his
years. Now there really isn’t much that
an 11 year old boy can do for the
hungry and homeless, especially an 11
year old who can’t even get out of bed.
But, what he was able to do was inspire his family, neighbors and friends
to do what he was not physically capable of doing: that is, bring food to
the needy. A group of volunteers immediately made up some 200 sandwiches to pass out. A local TV station
found out about this, and made quite
a story out of it. People all over Seattle got involved, and in less than two
weeks, over $60,000 in cash was
-cont’d on page 6
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Emmanuel - S’Nami Boh! God Is With Us

A

s we continue in the spirit of Advent, the spirit of expectation, we
are waiting for something significant
to happen. We are waiting for the Joy
to come. By now, we are probably becoming weary of hearing and seeing
all around us, even since before Halloween, the evidence of the total misunderstanding of the season. We are
in danger of disliking beloved Christmas carols because of overuse and
misuse. It almost makes us heartsick
to hear how something that has been
sacred since our childhood has been
turned into a jingle for buying things
– and more things. We are so surrounded by the noises, distorted
sounds and images that we actually
begin to think of “Christmas” as
something somehow removed from
our Orthodox faith.
There is darkness around us. It is obvious in the idolatrous commercialism of the season. This same darkness
clouds our joy with stress as we try to
do more than what is required of us buying gifts for people who need no
additional material goods in their lives
or toys for children who have all the
toys they can possibly play with. Office parties are held, supposedly, because of the season. But instead of
being filled with the good news and
singing of hymns and expressions of
love, they have become excuses for behaving in a manner that is not becoming to children of God.
Nonetheless, in this darkness, it is a
physical relief to enter the church and
to again feel anticipation, one of the
most cherished of human experiences.
It is a relief to be able to consciously
wait for the Light to come, like people
who suffer from insomnia and long
for the night to end so that they can
see the light of day and stop feeling
the anxiety of their sleeplessness.
Soon we will hear the singing of “God
Is With Us!” These words, found in
the book of Isaiah and in the Gospel
of Matthew are derived from the
meaning of the name given to the
Messiah in the book of Isaiah: “Behold, the Virgin shall conceive and
bear a Son, and you shall call His

name Immanuel”(Is. 7:14).
Soon we will be joyously singing these
words at the Nativity and Theophany
Services as a refrain to the words
chanted from the prophesy of Isaiah.
“Listen, all you distant parts of the
earth; you may arm yourselves, but
you will be dismayed” (Is. 8:9).
For God is with us.
“Make your plans, but they will be
foiled; propose what you please, but
it shall not stand” (Is. 8:10).
For God is with us.
“You shall neither dread nor fear
that which they fear. It is the Lord
of Hosts Whom you must fear and
dread” (Is. 8:12-13).
For God is with us.
“The people who have walked in
darkness have seen a great light” (Is.
9:2a).
For God is with us.
“Light has dawned upon them,
dwellers in deep darkness” (Is. 9:2b).
For God is with us.
“For unto us a Child is born, to bear
the symbol of dominion upon His
shoulder” (Is. 9:5a).
For God is with us.
“And He shall be called Wonderful,
Counselor, Father for all time,
Prince of Peace” (Is: 9:5b).
For God is with us.
“God Is With Us!”--Simple words
which convey a profound meaning.
Our lives are busy. In spite of the fact
that we have so many “time-saving”
devices, our lives actually seem busier
than ever. This is not only true of our
personal lives but of our life in the
Church as well. It seems like our calendars are full of commitments and
activities. And in the midst of all these
commitments and activities, it is easy
to lose sight of our deeper commitment, to forget the primary goal and
purpose of our lives. In our preoccupation with our day-to-day living, we
tend to forget God.
But in the beautiful celebrations of
Nativity and Theophany, we are once
again reminded that Jesus Christ is
-cont’d on page 3
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Archbishop Demetrios to Lead
Anniversary Celebration
PERTH AMBOY, NEW JERSEY –
Upon the directive of His All-Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew,
His
Eminence,
Archbishop
Demetrios, Exarch of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, will head the list of ecclesiastical dignitaries who will gather
at St. John the Baptist Church in
Perth Amboy, NJ for the celebration
honoring the 50th Ordination Anniversary of His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas. The historic event will
be held on Sunday, January 11,
2009—exactly 50 years since the Metropolitan’s ordination to the Holy
Priesthood. The Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy that day will be served at 10
A.M. In addition to Archbishop
Demetrios, who heads the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, the following Orthodox hierarchs will concelebrate the Liturgy: His Eminence, Archbishop Antony of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA, His Eminence, Metropolitan Evangelos of the
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey and His Grace, Bishop Daniel of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA. The following Bishops are also
expected to be in attendance: Metropolitan Basil Shott, Metropolitan Archbishop of the Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Pittsburgh, Metropolitan Stefan
Soroka of the Ukrainian Catholic Archdiocese of Philadelphia, Bishop Basil
Losten, Bishop Emeritus of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Stamford and
Bishop William Skurla of the Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic. A Golden
Jubilee Banquet will be held at The Forge Inn in Woodbridge, New Jersey,
with a reception at 1 P.M. and dinner at 2 P.M. Ticket reservations can still be
made by calling Father Michael Rosco, Host Pastor, at (732) 826-4442. Tickets are priced at $50, with a choice of Prime Rib, Chicken Francese and Broiled
Salmon being offered. A special rate of $99 for overnight lodging has been secured at The Hampton Inn in Woodbridge, New Jersey. This can only be obtained by calling (732) 855-6900 and asking for rooms listed under
“Metropolitan Nicholas Anniversary.” Reservations must be made by December 24th and cannot be made online.

Christ the
Saviour
Cathedral
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, GOD AND SAVIOUR
JESUS CHRIST
THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD, GOD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST
2008 Schedule of Services
January 5
January 6

Thanks to God’s great love, we need not wait to enjoy the very presence of God
among us and in us. “God with us” is the meaning the Bible gives us of the
name Emanuel. What does it mean? It means simply that God is here, present with us and in us! He is the omnipresent God. There is no place in earth
where He cannot be found. If you seek Him with all your heart you’ll find
Him wherever you are. His mere presence means many things to us. He comforts us. He gives us strength when we are weak. He protects us. He guides
us in times of darkness. He heals us of our infirmities.
“God Is With Us,” therefore no fears, no anxieties can overcome us.
“God Is With Us,” therefore we have a gift to share with humanity.
“God Is With Us,” therefore we are able to love God with all our hearts, with
all our souls, with all our minds and to love our neighbors as ourselves.
“God Is With Us,” therefore light overcomes darkness and Christ is our joy.
Today the Virgin gives birth to the highest Being
And the earth provides the inaccesssible One with a cave.
The angels with the shepherds glorify Him;
The wise men journey with the star;
Because for our sake is born a little Child, the Pre-Eternal God.
“SNAMI BOH.”
Fr. Nicholas Wyborski

4:00 PM - Royal Hours of the Nativity (Metropolitan’s Chapel)
Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord
8:00 AM - Vespers and Liturgy of St. Basil
Strict Fast Day

CHRISTMAS EVE IN THE CATHEDRAL
10:30 PM
11:30 PM
11:45 PM

Nativity Compline
Ringing of the Chimes of Christmas Eve
Medley of Christmas Carols by the Cathedral
Choir

January 7

Nativity of Our Lord, God and Saviour
Jesus Christ

-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

the Presence of God in our midst. “God Is With Us!” During Matins we chant,
“God is the Lord and has revealed Himself to us. Blessed is He that comes in
the name of the Lord!” The message is that God is present at all times. This
presence of God in our lives is a beautiful gift. So let our labors and our prayers
and our lives as Orthodox Christians be such that this same presence of God
is made evident in our parishes, our communities, our homes and in our families.

Page 3

January 8
January 9
January 13
January 14
January 17
January 18

January 19

January 20

12 Midnight - Nativity Divine Liturgy of St.
John Chrysostom
Celebrant: His Eminence, Metropolitan
Nicholas assisted by Very Rev. Protopresbyter
Frank P. Miloro, Very Rev. James Gleason,
Protodeacon Gregory Benc, Protodeacon Emil
Gulick, Protodeacon Oleg Aminov
9:00 AM - Nativity Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom
Celebrant: Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro assisted by Protodeacon Gregory Benc
Feast of the Synaxis of the Mother of God
9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy
Feast of the Great Martyr Stephen
9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy
6:00 PM - Great Vespers of the Feast of St.
Basil
9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy on the Feast of St.
Basil
4:00 PM - Royal Hours of Theophany (Metropolitan’s Chapel)
Vigil of Theophany
9:00 AM - Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
7:00 PM - Compline of Theophany in the
Cathedral and Blessing of the
Water

Theophany of Our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ
9:00 AM - Liturgy of St. Basil
Blessing of Cathedral and Faithful with the
newly-Sanctified water
Feast of the Synaxis of St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy
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The Word of God in the Life and Mission of the
Church
Address of His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch BARTHOLOMEW to the XIIth Ordinary General Assembly of Bishops of the Roman
Catholic Church (The Vatican, 18 October 2008).

VATICAN CITY – At the personal invitation of Pope Benedict XVI, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew addressed the 12th General Ordinary Assembly of the Synod of Bishops of the Roman Catholic Church at the Vatican.
This was the first time ever that an Ecumenical Patriarch has addressed this
gathering that meets approximately every two years.
After the celebration of evening prayer on Oct. 18 by more than 400 cardinals,
bishops, priests, and lay people in the Sistine Chapel, Pope Benedict introduced His All Holiness who highlighted in his address
how this “is the first time in history that an Ecumenical Patriarch is offered the
opportunity to address a Synod of Bishops of the Roman Catholic Church,
and thus be ‘part of the life’ of this sister Church at such a high level. We regard this as a manifestation of the work of the Holy Spirit leading our
Churches to a closer and deeper relationship with each other, an important
step towards the restoration of our full communion.”
His All Holiness spoke to the Synod about hearing and speaking the word of
God through the Scriptures, seeing God’s word in nature and in icons, and
touching and sharing God’s word in the sacraments and the communion of
saints.
The Word of God, he said, is addressed to all people at all times of history
and, therefore, it must be proclaimed in a way that people can understand, and
in a way that touches their lives, meets their needs and challenges them to
change.
Following the Ecumenical Patriarch’s address, the Pope thanked him for his
words assuring him they would be studied and examined by the Synod. “This
too was a joyful experience,” he said, “an experience of unity, perhaps not perfect but real and profound.”
Before offering the synod members his blessing, Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew said all Christians, especially Christian leaders, are called to discern, highlight and strengthen the traces of God’s word in a world often
marked by evil.
“As we struggle -- in ourselves and in our world -- to recognize the power of

the cross, we begin to appreciate how every act of justice, every spark of beauty,
every word of truth can gradually wear away the crust of evil,” he said.
The Ecumenical Patriarch’s address reads as follows:
Your Holiness,
Synodal Fathers,

I

t is at once humbling and inspiring to be graciously invited by Your Holiness to address the XIIth Ordinary General Assembly of this auspicious
Synod of Bishops, an historical meeting of Bishops of the Roman Catholic
Church from throughout the world, gathered in one place to meditate on “the
Word of God” and deliberate on the experience and expression of this Word
“in the Life and Mission of the Church.”
This gracious invitation of Your Holiness to our Modesty is a gesture full of
meaning and significance - we dare say an historic event in itself. For it is the
first time in history that an Ecumenical Patriarch is offered the opportunity to
address a Synod of the Bishops of the Roman Catholic Church, and thus be
part of the life of this sister Church at such a high level. We regard this as a
manifestation of the work of the Holy Spirit leading our Churches to a closer
and deeper relationship with each other, an important step towards the restoration of our full communion.
It is well known that the Orthodox Church attaches to the Synodical system
fundamental ecclesiological importance. Together with primacy synodality
constitutes the backbone of the Church’s government and organisation. As
our Joint International Commission on the Theological Dialogue between our
Churches expressed it in the Ravenna document, this interdependence between synodality and primacy runs through all the levels of the Church’s life:
local, regional and universal. Therefore, in having today the privilege to address
Your Synod our hopes are raised that the day will come when our two
Churches will fully converge on the role of primacy and synodality in the
-cont’d on page 10
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JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM

A

s those shepherds and wise men so long ago journeyed to see the Christ Child, so at this time of year we want to
travel to Bethlehem anew to reawaken the wonder and majesty of that holy time and place.
Bethlehem means “City of Bread” and also “City of Peace” in Hebrew. This city was founded long before the Israelites
arrived to possess the Promised Land that God was giving them. In time it became the birthplace of David the young
shepherd who would grow to become the King of Israel, and who would be described by God as “the apple of His eye.”
Many different peoples have lived in this region over the millennia. The number of times this region has been captured, then freed; taken by one group, then by another; oppressed by harsh regimes and nurtured by others—so many
times this land has seen change, yet it endures, and so do its peoples. Although a plethora of peoples call it home
today, most are either Jewish, Muslim, or Christian in faith. Naturally this has brought great conflict, and that continues unabated today. Likewise, long ago when Bethlehem found its special and unique place in time and space, the
region was suffering under the often heavy-handed burden of local corrupt political appointees, and the distant Roman
rule that maintained order throughout the empire with the sword and the cross. So on the occasion of an order for a
census across the empire, St. Joseph and the Holy Virgin found themselves arriving in Bethlehem, looking for a place
to stay.
The church can be seen from many places around the city. There is a square next to the church where crowds gather,
especially at Christmas. Proceeding down toward an ancient wall you near a small door. As you get close you discover
that the door is very short—in fact you must bend over to enter. [Note the roughly six-foot high post beside the door.]
For this reason it is called the Door of Humility. The supreme humbling of God in order to take on flesh and blood
and walk among us is unfathomable. But for us to barge into this special Church without humbling ourselves would
be hard to see as anything but a slap in God’s face.
The interior is as beautiful as it is ancient. The iconostasis is replete with gold and silver and the lighting imparts a
wondrous air about it both day and night. Recently during some repair work, a section of floor was removed, uncovering what has been determined to be mosaic flooring from the original 4th century church built under the direction
of St. Helena, mother of Constantine the Great.
Beneath the church proper is the Grotto. This
cavern is attested to be the actual location where
Christ was born. As the Gospel writers tell us,
there were no rooms available in the inns when
they arrived in Bethlehem, so someone offered
the use of the stable, typically a cave in that region. Our Western pictures of leantos or barns
are most unlikely. And that “manger” in which
the newborn Christ Child was laid, was of
course a livestock feed trough, not the building,
despite the frequent use of the term for what we
see on lawns and public squares. So this place of
most humble beginnings is honored and revered
to this day. There is a star (see above) in the
stone floor that was placed to mark the spot
where the delivery took place. We cannot know
for certain, but it does provide a focal point as
we stand and kneel in reverence, an “icon” in
silver and stone.
Each year we return, figuratively or actually, to
Bethlehem. We see the clergy processing in and
out of the church. The crowd gathers on the
eve, many reveling at the Western adornments
of lights and trees. We get pulled into Vorobiev’s
painting from 1833 as if we were there so long
ago, waiting for the birth, when a small town
became the focus of angels awed by what God
was doing.

Church of the Nativity

IN HEAVEN, God sits upon His
throne; ON EARTH, He sits upon
a new-styled throne, a manger, a
food trough, within the cave.
Angels IN HEAVEN serve Him and
do His bidding; now ON EARTH,
they do the same, announcing His
Birth to a band of simple peasant
shepherds, keeping watch over their
flocks by night. They appear in visions to Joseph, instructing him in
his duties to protect the Child and
His Mother.
The majestic light of God’s divinity
fills the HEAVENLY REALM; now
ON EARTH, an awesome new light,
the Star of Bethlehem, pierces the
dark sky to announce His Birth. And
the DIVINE LIGHT OF HEAVEN
now glows amid the straw, and the
beasts of burden of the EARTH.
God, the Law-giver of HEAVEN
and EARTH, decreed in the Law of
Moses the gifts that must rightly be
presented to Him in His Temple: incense, the showbread, lambs and
other animals; now in the humblest
of settings, Wise Men from the East,
recognize that same Law-giver even
though He is now veiled in the flesh
as a little Child, and they bow down
in adoration, presenting Him gifts
suitable for God and their King:
gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and
the shepherds make their offerings of
song and a lamb.
INDEED, EARTH HAS BECOME
HEAVEN! For thirty-three years,
heaven and earth were intimately
united. And even though He has returned to His heavenly realm, His
Presence is still among us. Of course,
we see it in the majesty of creation
that surrounds us, in the order of the
universe, in the birth of a child, and
so forth, but nowhere do we see Him
more present than in His Holy
House. This is where God dwells
most intimately and concretely. This
is where we need to run, not only on
Christmas Day, but continually and
at all times, to see Him, to be near to
Him, and to be united with Him.
And together with the Virgin Mary
and Joseph, the angels, the shepherds, and the Magi, WE WILL
SING His praises, SERVE Him,
hearing and obeying His commandments, and OFFER Him the choicest gifts within our power, and
PARTAKE of Him from the throne
of the Chalice where He continues
to dwell among us.
Beseeching peace, great joy, good
health, and salvation for you and
yours and imparting my archpastoral
blessing upon each of you on this
blessed and saving day, I remain
Sincerely yours in our Newborn
King,

+Metropolitan NICHOLAS
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OCMC Fall Board Meeting
Held in Denver
DENVER, COLORADO - The 2008 Fall meeting of the
Orthodox Christian Mission Center was held in Denver,
Colorado, from Tuesday, November 18 through Thursday, November 20. Fr. Luke Mihaly, a member of the
Board of Trustees for 20 years, was in attendance representing His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas.
The meeting was hosted by Fr. Louis Christopulos, another Board Member, and his parish, St. Catherine Greek
Orthodox Church. With the move to hire an Associate
Director, Fr. David Rucker, the OCMC has been better
able to fulfill its mandate to help establish vibrant Eucharistic communities throughout the world. By freeing
up Fr. Martin Ritsi, Executive Director, to better use his
talents to travel and spread the message of Mission and
Evangelism experience and expertise to the Orthodox
faithful in America, Fr. Rucker has been able to take over
much of the day to day office work that kept Fr. Ritsi from
better putting his talents to work. Fr. Rucker, with years
of field experience in China, works very closely with Deacon James Nicholas, the Missionary Coordinator, to put
together strategies for each country in which the Mission
Center is working. With actual Field Plans in place with
an overall strategy, the projects sponsored by the Mission
Center now have a measureable goal and definable purpose. As such, strategies are now able to be reviewed and
updated to meet the changing needs that missionaries discover in the communities where they work.
Before this, the Mission Center was mostly motivated by
individual projects and teams to meet immediate and specific needs in a given area of the world. However, without
an overall strategy for a given country or region, it was difficult to see where each project fit in with other projects
and thus better improve the area. Now, with a coordinated strategy to develop vibrant Eucharistic communities, there has been a decided effort to focus on
establishing long-term missionaries that can be fed by
short-term mission participants. They discovered a need
to build support behind each and every long-term missionary in the field. This support was discovered to be
critical if we Orthodox Christians are serious about
spreading the Gospel. This support in now integrated in
the life of the missionary before, during and after their
term in the field. With built-in reviews, the Mission Center is now in a position to constantly improve and critique
their work so that they can better advance the Gospel.
With Deacon James Nicholas, we are seeing an increase
in the number of potential missionaries. Presently, there
are about 100 applicants for review with a real potential of
25 actual new Missionaries each year. Such has been the
growth of OCMC. And these are candidates who have
actual experience or, at least, have shown actual interest
in, missionary work. But with an improved review

-Editorial, cont’d from page 2

process, we have been able to weed out potentially unqualified candidates.

Opening of New Facilities

T

he Orthodox Christian Mission Center will be formally opening and dedicating its new facilities in
May, 2009. This will be the first facility built under the
auspices of SCOBA. However, the new building, centered in St. Augustine, Florida, should be readied for moving in by the beginning of next year. While the capital
campaign is drawing to a close, there are still opportunities to donate to this magnificent building. The building
will allow all Orthodox Christians in America to physically connect Missions and Orthodoxy to a specific location. We will be able to point to this building and talk
about Missions in a real and concrete way that we never
could do before. It will be an opportunity for Orthodox
Christians to rediscover and, hopefully, recapture, their
long and rich history of Missions and Evangelization.

Financial Support Needed!

T

he Board Meeting did have concerns in the area of
fundraising for the general fund. Due to the economic downturn that everyone is now experiencing, donations have suffered at OCMC. Any regular support
that we as a Diocese, parishes or individuals can give to
OCMC through a line item budgetary designation on our
Diocesan, parish or personal budgets would be greatly appreciated. Do not be afraid to take the lead and be an example to others of charitable giving to a most worthy
cause. But do not stop there! Help make others aware of
the ongoing Missionary work of the Orthodox Church,
become an OCMC Ambassador, pray for missions and
missionaries, go to www.ocmc.org and find out more
about the great work of Orthodox Missions and Evangelism. Discover the great legacy of missions and evangelization that is Orthodoxy’s. Make Mission and
Evangelization not something we read about, but something we live!
Already we have many priests and faithful in our diocese
who have participated in OCMC sponsored mission
teams: Fr. Maxym Lysak, Fr, Matthias Moriak, Fr. Nectarios Trevino, and Fr. Michael Miklos to mention only a
few. Further involvement on our part to expose our
Diocesan Youth at Camp Nazareth, our Diocesan Faithful
at the Sobor to a guest speaker would only deepen the
faith our diocesan faithful and help further dedicate them
to our diocese and to the Faith. Missions and Evangelization: Live it- Love it!

CZ Orthodox Crosses
in a sterling silver setting
designed by

JOANNE

raised and truckloads of food were
collected for the needy. But it didn’t
stop there. The national news media
picked up on the story. A radio station in Los Angeles sponsored a
food drive, as did a community in
Florida, a school in Ohio and who
knows where else! A donation even
came into Seattle from someone in
Saudi Arabia to help care for those
in need. Brenden lived long enough
to see the impact of his wish, and
his story truly epitomizes what
Christmas is all about. We are not
living in the best of times. Banks are
failing…unemployment rates are
rising…the stock market is plunging…pension funds are going
under…corporations and industries
that were considered the backbone
of our nation may be going bankrupt. No one would fault us this
year for not really having the
“Christmas Spirit.” And no one certainly would have faulted Brenden
Foster for lamenting the life-ending
misfortune that left him and his
family with unfulfilled dreams. Still,
he looked for the ways God had
blessed him, and he was able to
think of the needs of others, even
when his own needs were immeasurably large. Isn’t this what happened in Bethlehem nearly 2000
years ago? God sent His Son into
the world to give, not to receive. In
his brief life, Brenden Foster learned
that Christ came down from heaven
to show us how to live and how to
love. In a discussion with a reporter
on one of his last days on earth,
Brenden was asked what the best
thing in life was. He thought about
it momentarily and said: “The best
thing in life is having one!” Indeed,
life itself is God’s greatest gift and
blessing to all of us. May we use that
precious life to freely share the love
that has been unconditionally given
to all of us by our Messiah. Brenden
Foster certainly did!
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor
The Church Messenger

ENCLOSED IS MY CONTRIBUTION TO THE
DIOCESAN DONORS FUND FOR THE YEAR 2009:
Name: ________________________________
Address: _______________________________
City: ____________ State: _____ Zip: _______
Parish: ________________________________
Please make all checks payable to “2009 Distinguished Diocesan

The sparkle from this cross is the light to heaven.
$90.00 each
To place orders, call Joanne at (607) 729-4192 or email to
JM09225@ hotmail.com

Donors,” & send to:
Office of the Diocesan Treasurer
Diocesan Administration Building
312 Garfield
Johnstown, PA 15906
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95 Years of Faith
Nativity of the Mother of God Orthodox Church
JENNERS, PA--On Sunday, September 14, the faithful parishioners of St.
Mary’s Church, along with their families, neighbors, and friends gathered to
celebrate 95 years of faith with their archpastor and shepherd, Metropolitan
Nicholas. The Hierarchical Divine Liturgy of Thanksgiving marked the culmination of a full year of thanksgiving, during which many activities and
fundraisers were reinstated, and parish life, in general, has experienced a
tremendous rebirth.
Prior to the Liturgical celebration, His Eminence was greeted by the officers
and pastor of the parish. David Pelesky, parish president, offered words of welcome and the traditional welcome of bread and salt. Other council members
proudly bore the patronal icon of the Nativity of the Theotokos, and founder’s
Gospel Book for the Metropolitan to venerate. Jonah (age 3) and Nathanael
(age 7 months) Bremer, the youngest parishioners, presented His Eminence
with a bouquet of yellow roses and a single sunflower, respectively. The pastor, Fr. Elijah Bremer, greeted His Eminence at the amvon, and presented him
with the hand cross.
In preparation for the Liturgical Celebration, the Holy Table was stripped and
washed. Immediately preceding the Divine Liturgy, His Eminence deposited
the relics of the Holy and Great Martyr Euphemia into the Holy Table, and,
along with Fr. Elijah and Protodeacon Oleg Aminov, proceeded to dress the
altar. A white, linen winding sheet symbolizing the binding and entombment
of Christ, was made specifically for the occasion, and now permanently adorns
the Holy Table.
With this sacred ceremony complete, His Eminence served the Hierarchical
Divine Liturgy. A crowd of approximately sixty faithful attended, adding their
voices to cantors David Finui and Lou Mihalko, who led the Plain Chant responses. In addition to His Eminence, Fr. Elijah, and Protodeacon Oleg, present in the Sanctuary were the Reader Joseph Lia (Serbian Orthodox Diocese),
and altar Boys Daniel Mihalko and Alexander Christensen.
As His Eminence preached and reflected upon the long and proud history of
St. Mary’s, he drew a poignant comparison between the remaining faithful
members and the Holy Theotokos. He remarked that as the Apostles began
their mission of evangelization, it was the prerogative of the Theotokos to remain in Jerusalem—to “stay and pray,” acting as an anchor for the faith and
zeal of the early Church. She provided an example of strength and resolution
of purpose by continuing, in spite of every hardship, to lead an ordinary life
of faith, always praying for, and anticipating the heavenly kingdom. His Eminence clearly emphasized how important an example the faith and perseverance of this small parish is to the Diocese and the communities of Somerset
County. Many priests found a happy home and an early, formative experience
at St. Mary’s, learning and growing in their own faith because of the time they
spent here. With the admonition to continue “staying and praying,” His Eminence concluded his remarks.
Following the Liturgy and the acclamations for “Many and Blessed Years,” the
parish hosted a celebratory banquet. All of the materials and food supplies
were generously donated by parishioners and benefactors so that guests could
enjoy simple, Christian hospitality and some of St. Mary’s famous home
cooked food.
Cantor David Finui acted as toastmaster for the informal banquet program,
recalling and thanking the past priests who served St. Mary’s, and adding some
personal memories of day’s gone bye. During the banquet address, Fr. Elijah
also gave thanks and reminded the faithful that “we take none of our good
fortune and rich blessings for granted. I hold out the highest hope that we will
continually maintain what we have inherited, recover what has been lost, and
uphold what is true. We have seen that the quantity of faithful parishioners
sometimes pails in comparison to the quality of those same faithful.”

Hurricane Ike Collection
JOHNSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA – Due to the generosity of
Diocesan parishes, a total of $14,612 was forwarded to International
Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) for distribution to those who
were affected by storm damage caused by Hurricane Ike in the Galveston, Texas area. In addition, several Diocesan parishes forwarded
their offering directly to IOCC.
International Orthodox Christian Charities has been a source of financial assistance to hundreds of families and parishes who have suffered natural disasters over the years—both here and abroad.
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Funeral held for Russian Patriarch
Alexy II

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew bids farewell to the newly departed Patriarch Alexy II.

MOSCOW (AP) — Candles flickered and white-robed clergy chanted prayers
as Russia bade farewell Tuesday, December 9 to Patriarch Alexy II, who guided
the country’s dominant Russian Orthodox Church through its remarkable recovery after decades of Communist-era oppression.
Nuns, believers and government officials looked on as prayers filled the soaring Christ the Savior Cathedral at the funeral service for Alexy, who died Friday, December 5 at age 79. He was to be buried later in the day at Epiphany
Cathedral across town.
Chosen as patriarch a year before the 1991 collapse of the officially atheist Soviet Union, Alexy shaped the Church’s powerful growth — and a renewal of
its traditionally close ties with the Russian state — through the turbulent years
that followed.
Tuesday’s funeral followed nearly three days of around-the-clock viewing of
the patriarch’s body, with 80,000 people lining up outside the cathedral and
waiting hours in the rain to file past his coffin and pay their last respects.
Alexy’s body lay in an open casket surrounded by flowers and candles in the
cathedral near the Kremlin, his face and body covered by a white-and-gold
embroidered cloth.
The hours-long ceremony mirrored services Alexy himself led at Christ the
Savior: The glittering robes, incense smoke, the prayers and the upturned faces
of the faithful.
It was led by Alexy’s temporary replacement, Metropolitan Kirill, a top contender to become the next patriarch. That decision may not come for months,
however.
President Dmitry Medvedev and Prime Minister Vladimir Putin attended with
their wives, arriving about three hours after the ceremony began.
Other Orthodox Christian leaders also came to bid farewell to the leader of the
Orthodox world’s largest church, and the Vatican sent a high-level delegation.

Festal Greetings on this Feast of Our
Lord’s Nativity
The Staff of The Church Messenger extends cordial greetings to His All-Holiness, Bartholomew,
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople;
to His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios,
Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of America & Exarch of the Ecumenical Throne;
to His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas of Amissos;
& to the Priests, Deacons, Seminarians, Monastics, Cantors & Choir Directors;
& to all the Faithful of the Diocesan Family
& to all of our Readers:

Christ is Born!
Glorify Him!
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MERCER, PA--Pictured above are the particpants in the Annual National
Junior A.C.R.Y. Weekend Encounter held at Camp Nazareth on November 7,
8, and 9, 2008. On Saturday evening a special dinner was held celebrating the
25th Anniversary of the Junior A.C.R.Y.

2008 Seminary Giving Appeal Raises
$55,000.00!
JOHNSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA – The Administrative Offices of Christ
the Saviour Seminary in Johnstown have announced the results of the 2008
Seminary Annual Giving Appeal Program. A total of $55,000.00 has been
contributed by 844 donors. These gifts help alleviate the financial burdens of
the Seminary associated with costs of education, library funding, faculty
salaries, maintenance of properties and student housing.
Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, Seminary Dean, noted that “over the years
since the Appeals Program was instituted in 1989, a total of $990,000.00 has
been contributed by the faithful of the Diocese. This has allowed us to continue our work unimpeded. May God bless all who love our Seminary and
ERIE, PA--Making her First Confession this year was Parker Elizabeth Waters
care so greatly about its work of providing formation for seminarians who are
of St. Nicholas Church in Erie, PA. She is shown with her pastor, Protopresthe future priests of our parishes.”
byter Ronald Hazuda.

24th Annual Lenox Retreat

SHARON, PA--Pictured are the members of the 2008 First Confession Class
of St. John the Baptist Church in Sharon, PA: Ian Miller, Emily Maurer and
Nicholas Baronowsky. They are shown with their pastor, Protopresbyter
Michael Polanichka.

LENOX, MA--The twenty-fourth Annual Lenox Retreat was held Friday, November 7 thru Sunday, November 9 of this year. Fr. Andrew Fetchina was the
retreat master. His presentation was entitled “Christian Family: The Little
Church.” While attendance was down, the spirit of the retreat was not. We had
new participants who were very glad to be there and really enjoyed themselves.
The weekend was relaxing and spiritually beneficial to those who participated.
Fr. Fetchina led Saturday’s presentation which looked at the Old Testament
book, The Song of Solomon. By comparing God’s relationship with humanity
as seen in The Song of Solomon, participants were asked to look deeper into
their relationships within their families. By seeing how much God loves us as
described in The Song of Solomon and what He did for us, participants were
able to compare their family relationships with the relationship that God has
with humanity.
Following the presentation, participants were able to enjoy the rest of the afternoon on their own. Saturday evening the participants gathered for the
Moleben Service to St. Nectarios and confession, followed by a gourmet New
England dinner.
The retreat was concluded with an intimate Sunday morning Liturgy, a group
picture and a New England brunch at the Village Inn.
Next year will be the twenty-fifth Lenox Retreat. We hope to have a large
turnout to celebrate one of the longest running and most successful retreats of
the Diocese.

LAKELAND, FL--Each Sunday during the Advent Season at St. Nectarios
Church the older Sunday School children participate in the Lighting of the
Advent Wreath before Sunday Liturgy. Each Sunday a different colored candle is lit: green to remind us of our faith in God, blue to remind us of our
hope that Christ will bring us joy, gold to express our love for God as well as
His love for us, white for peace in the world, purple to remind of our need to
repent, and red to remind us that Christ, Who came to us in Bethlehem and
Who will come again at the end of time, also comes to us now in the great
Mystery of His Presence in the Holy Eucharist. Pictured are: Acolyte Christopher Orender, Desiray Woods (lighting a candle), Shirley Wyborski, Cecily
Arbuthnot, Summer Wyborski, Destiny, Wyborski, Subdeacon Joseph Brown
and Caitlyn Orender. Pastor of St. Nectarios Church is Fr. Nicholas Wyborski.
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Diocesan Priest Does Mission Work in Tanzania

Fr. Miklos is pictured with two friends in Bukoba: Ponyotis and Sanktus.

ST. AUGUSTINE, FL--The Orthodox Christian
Mission Center (OCMC) commissioned by the
Standing Conference of Orthodox Bishops in
America (SCOBA), headquartered in St. Augustine
Florida, has dispatched many missionary teams
throughout the world this year. Eight of them to
Africa. One team to Ethiopia; Ghana; Kenya; Pretoria, South Africa; 1 Medical and 1 Teaching team
to Uganda, and 1 Construction and 1 Teaching to
Team to Tanzania.
The Very Reverend Fr. Michael Miklos of Spring
Hill, Florida, Dean of the Florida Deanery of our
Diocese led the team to Bukoba Tanzania. This was
Fr. Michael’s third trip to Africa. In 2006, he led a
team to Bukoba, Tanzania. In 2007, he led another
team to Upper Nord region, Tchatibali, Cameroon,
and again this year to Bukoba, Tanzania.
Bukoba Tanzania is on the south western shore of
Lake Victoria at an elevation of 3950 ft It lies 1.5
degrees south of the Equator so it is now the fall

season there.
At the Request of His Eminence Metropolitan
Jeronymos, Metropolis of Mwanza, Tanzania which
is on the extreme south of the lake, Fr. Michael led
a team of 7 Orthodox faithful, five from America
including Mrs. Charita Stavro of Newport News,
Va., who at the young age of 79 has made several
Missionary trips to Africa. She was on the team to
Cameroon last October and was already in Tanzania when this team arrived. Also on this team were
Fr. Tapio Rudamaki and Ms Outi Vasko of
Helsinki Finland,
Ms, Vasko is the Vice President of Missions for the
Orthodox Church of Finland. They are exploring
the possibility of co operating with OCMC to send
Missionaries.
The purpose of this trip was to instruct the rapidly
growing population of the Orthodox Church in
western Tanzania, in the teachings of the Orthodox

faith. The people who received these instructions,
traveled from all over Tanzania and Uganda, for an
exhaustive 3 week session. They will then return to
their villages to instruct the local faithful.
The team spent a 17 days in and around Tanzania,
visiting many small villages and newly constructed
churches. Whereever we traveled the villagers
greeted us warmly with singing and dancing. Some
offered us gifts of pineapple, papaya, or bananas.
Although there is limited communication, children
were always waiting along side the road waving at
us with huge smiles on their faces hoping for a wave
back. At the Divine Liturgy celebrated for the Feast
of the Transfiguration of the Lord at St. Dionysius
Church in the village of Kennyana, we were all surprised to see some 40 children lined up out of the
door for Communion.
Two years ago Fr. Michael and his team visited an
newly formed Mission parish in the remote village
of Kobunswu, Tanzania and upon return to the village found a completed church building.
With help from OCMC, and the blessing of His
Eminence Jeronymos, a new Church building was
erected by St. Paul’s Greek Orthodox Church in
Irvine, California. By Fall 2006, plans were finalized for the construction of a permanent church in
Kobunswu. In just months, Fr. Steven Tsichlis, Fr.
Stephan Karcher, and St. Paul’s Missions Committee had raised the $40,000 needed to build
Kobunswu’s new church and recruited 14 volunteers to help with its construction.
Fr. Michael was overjoyed to see many old friends
from his last trip to Bukoba and surprised at how
many remembered him. He is pictured above with
two very close friends, Ponyotis and Sanktus.
The Orthodox churches in Africa are under the jurisdiction of His Beatitude, Theodorus the Patriarch of Alexandria.
If you would like further information about being
a Missionary you may contact OCMC at 1-877GO-FORTH

Metropolitan and The Diocesan Apostolate for Youth
to be Featured in Upcoming Programming

JOHNSTOWN, PA--In recent months, interest has been expressed by the
SCOBA endorsed Orthodox Christian Network, (OCN) to collaborate
with our diocese in producing educational programing for the popular
Come Receive the Light Radio Program. Of particular interest to OCN is
the work of the Diocesan Apostolate For Youth (DAY). Plans are being
made to produce several Orthodox Teen Talk Online (OTTO) programs
during the coming year which will feature diocesan youth informally dialoguing about contemporary moral issues facing teenagers.
Along with His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, several members of the
Diocesan Apostolate For Youth have been asked to speak on some aspect

of Youth Ministry.
On November 21, 2008. Fr. Andrew Fetchina, the director of DAY spoke
on the topic Raising Faithful Kids in Today’s World.
In the coming weeks inteviews will be aired with His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas about St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: the Very Rev.
Miles Zdinak about the recent youth pilgrimage to the House of Miracles
and the Very Rev. Fr. Peter Paproski on Daniel and the Three Holy Youths
- A Model for Today’s Youth .
Currently, Come Receive The Light is presently broadcast in 13 US states
and the Bahamas. Click Here for a listing of radio stations carrying the
program. The program may also be heard on the internet.
The Orthodox Christian Network was officially endorsed by the Standing
Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of America (SCOBA) in
2003. The mission of the Orthodox Christian Network is to strengthen the
Orthodox communities of America by using modern communications
technologies - radio, the Internet, DVD’s, podcasts, television and more to inspire our faithful; raise up our children; call back our wayward; and
reach beyond to our towns and cities.
In addition to Come Receive the Light , OCN provides two 24 hour internet radio programs, the Rudder and the Ark. It also produces educational podcasts on a variety of topics.
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-Patriarchal Address, cont’d from page 4

Church’s life, to which our common Theological Commission is devoting its
study at the present time.
The theme to which this episcopal synod devotes its work is of crucial significance not only for the Roman Catholic Church but also for all those who are
called to witness to Christ in our time. Mission and evangelization remain a
permanent duty of the Church at all times and places; indeed they form part
of the Church’s nature, since she is called “Apostolic” both in the sense of her
faithfulness to the original teaching of the Apostles and in that of proclaiming the Word of God in every cultural context everytime. The Church needs,
therefore, to rediscover the Word of God in every generation and make it heard
with a renewed vigour and persuation also in our contemporary world, which
deep in its heart thirsts for God’s message of peace, hope and charity.
This duty of evangelization would have been, of course, greatly enhanced and
strengthened, if all Christians were in a position to perform it with one voice
and as a fully united Church. In his prayer to the Father little before His passion our Lord has made it clear that the unity of the Church is unbreakably
related with her mission “so that the world may believe” (John 17, 21). It is,
therefore, most appropriate that this Synod has opened its doors to ecumenical fraternal delegates so that we may all become aware of our common duty
of evangelization as well as of the difficulties and problems of its realization in
today’s world.
This Synod has undoubtedly been studying the subject of the Word of God
in depth and in all its aspects, theological as well as practical and pastoral. In
our modest address to you we shall limit ourselves to sharing with you some
thoughts on the theme of your meeting, drawing from the way the Orthodox
tradition has approached it throughout the centuries and in the Greek patristic teaching, in particular. More concretely we should like to concentrate on
three aspects of the subject, namely: on hearing and speaking the Word of
God through the Holy Scriptures; on seeing God’s Word in nature and above
all in the beauty of the icons; and finally on touching and sharing God’s Word
in the communion of saints and the sacramental life of the Church. For all
these are, we think, crucial in the life and mission of the Church.
In so doing, we seek to draw on a rich Patristic tradition, dating to the early
third century and expounding a doctrine of five spiritual senses. For listening
to God’s Word, beholding God’s Word, and touching God’s Word are all spiritual ways of perceiving the unique divine mystery. Based on Proverbs 2.5
about “the divine faculty of perception (αἴσθησις),” Origen of Alexandria
claims:
This sense unfolds as sight for contemplation of immaterial forms, hearing
for discernment of voices, taste for savoring the living bread, smell for sweet
spiritual fragrance, and touch for handling the Word of God, which is grasped
by every faculty of the soul.
The spiritual senses are variously described as “five senses of the soul,” as “divine” or “inner faculties,” and even as “faculties of the heart” or “mind.” This
doctrine inspired the theology of the Cappadocians (especially Basil the Great
and Gregory of Nyssa) as much as it did the theology of the Desert Fathers (especially Evagrius of Pontus and Macarius the Great).

1.Hearing and Speaking the Word
through Scripture

A

t each celebration of the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom, the presiding celebrant at the Eucharist entreats “that we may be made worthy
to hear the Holy Gospel.” For “hearing, beholding and handling the Word of
life” (1 Jn 1.1) are not first and foremost our entitlement or birthright as
human beings; they are our privilege and gift as children of the living God. The
Christian Church is, above all, a scriptural Church. Although methods of interpretation may have varied from Church Father to Church Father, from
“school” to “school,” and from East to West, nevertheless, Scripture was always received as a living reality and not a dead book.
In the context of a living faith, then, Scripture is the living testimony of a lived
history about the relationship of a living God with a living people. The Spirit,
“who spoke through the prophets” (Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed), spoke
in order to be heard and take effect. It is primarily an oral and direct communication intended for human beneficiaries. The scriptural text is, therefore,
derivative and secondary; the scriptural text always serves the spoken word. It
is not conveyed mechanically, but communicated from generation to generation as a living word. Through the Prophet Isaiah, the Lord vows:
As rain and snow descend from heaven, watering the earth … so shall my
word go from mouth to mouth, accomplishing that which I purpose. (55.1011)
Moreover, as St. John Chrysostom explains, the divine Word demonstrates
profound considerateness (συγκατάβασις) for the personal diversity and
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cultural contexts of those hearing and receiving. Adaptation of the divine Word
to the specific personal readiness and the particular cultural context defines the
missionary dimension of the Church, which is called to transform the world
through the Word. In silence as in declaration, in prayer as in action, the divine Word addresses the whole world, “preaching to all nations” (Mt 28.19)
without either privilege or prejudice to race, culture, gender and class. When
we carry out that divine commission, we are assured: “Behold, I am with you
always.” (Mt 28.20) We are called to speak the divine Word in all languages,
“becoming all things to all people, that [we] might by all means save some.”
(1 Cor. 9.22)
As disciples of God’s Word, then, it is today more imperative than ever that we
provide a unique perspective – beyond the social, political, or economic – on
the need to eradicate poverty, to provide balance in a global world, to combat
fundamentalism or racism, and to develop religious tolerance in a world of
conflict. In responding to the needs of the world’s poor, vulnerable and marginalized, the Church can prove a defining marker of the space and character
of the global community. While the theological language of religion and spirituality differs from the technical vocabulary of economics and politics, the
barriers that at first glance appear to separate religious concerns (such as sin,
salvation, and spirituality) from pragmatic interests (such as commerce, trade,
and politics) are not impenetrable, crumbling before the manifold challenges
of social justice and globalization.
Whether dealing with environment or peace, poverty or hunger, education or
healthcare, there is today a heightened sense of common concern and common
responsibility, which is felt with particular acuteness by people of faith as well
as by those whose outlook is expressly secular. Our engagement with such issues does not of course in any way undermine or abolish differences between
various disciplines or disagreements with those who look at the world in different ways. Yet the growing signs of a common commitment for the wellbeing of humanity and the life of the world are encouraging. It is an encounter
of individuals and institutions that bodes well for our world. And it is an involvement that highlights the supreme vocation and mission of the disciples
and adherents of God’s Word to transcend political or religious differences in
order to transform the entire visible world for the glory of the invisible God.

2. Seeing the Word of God –
The Beauty of Icons and Nature

N

owhere is the invisible rendered more visible than in the beauty of
iconography and the wonder of creation. In the words of the champion
of sacred images, St. John of Damascus: “As maker of heaven and earth, God
the Word was Himself the first to paint and portray icons.” Every stroke of an
iconographer’s paintbrush – like every word of a theological definition, every
musical note chanted in psalmody, and every carved stone of a tiny chapel or
magnificent cathedral – articulates the divine Word in creation, which praises
God in every living being and every living thing. (cf. Ps. 150.6)
In affirming sacred images, the Seventh Ecumenical Council of Nicaea was
not concerned with religious art; it was the continuation and confirmation of
earlier definitions about the fullness of the humanity of God’s Word. Icons
are a visible reminder of our heavenly vocation; they are invitations to rise beyond our trivial concerns and menial reductions of the world. They encourage us to seek the extraordinary in the very ordinary, to be filled with the same
wonder that characterized the divine marvel in Genesis: “God saw everything
that He made; and, indeed, it was very good.” (Gn. 1.30-31) , which implies
−ςολλακ The Greek (Septuagint) word for “goodness” is etymologically and
symbolically – a sense of “calling.” Icons underline the Church’s fundamental
mission to recognize that all people and all things are created and called to be
“good” and “beautiful.”
Indeed, icons remind us of another way of seeing things, another way of experiencing realities, another way of resolving conflicts. We are asked to assume
what the hymnology of Easter Sunday calls “another way of living.” For we
have behaved arrogantly and dismissively toward the natural creation. We have
refused to behold God’s Word in the oceans of our planet, in the trees of our
continents, and in the animals of our earth. We have denied our very own nature, which calls us to stoop low enough to hear God’s Word in creation if we
wish to “become participants of divine nature.” (2 Pet 1.4) How could we ignore the wider implications of the divine Word assuming flesh? Why do we fail
to perceive created nature as the extended Body of Christ?
Eastern Christian theologians always emphasized the cosmic proportions of divine incarnation. The incarnate Word is intrinsic to creation, which came to
be through divine utterance. St. Maximus the Confessor insists on the presence
of God’s Word in all things (cf. Col. 3.11); the divine Logos stands at the center of the world, mysteriously revealing its original principle and ultimate purpose (cf. 1 Pet 1.20). This mystery is described by St. Athanasius of Alexandria:
-cont’d on page 11
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consumed with the fire of God’s love. This is why the saint imparts grace and
cannot tolerate the slightest manipulation or exploitation in society or in nature. The saint simply does what is “proper and right” (Divine Liturgy of St.
John Chrysostom), always dignifying humanity and honoring creation. “His
words have the force of actions and his silence the power of speech.” (St. Ignatius of Antioch)
And within the communion of saints, each of us is called to “become like fire”
(Sayings of the Desert Fathers), to touch the world with the mystical force of
God’s Word, so that – as the extended Body of Christ – the world, too, might
say: “Someone touched me!” (cf. Mt 9.20) Evil is only eradicated by holiness,
not by harshness. And holiness introduces into society a seed that heals and
transforms. Imbued with the life of the sacraments and the purity of prayer,
we are able to enter the innermost mystery of God’s Word. It is like the tectonic plates of the earth’s crust: the deepest layers need only shift a few millimeters to shatter the world’s surface. Yet for this spiritual revolution to occur,
we must experience radical metanoia – a conversion of attitudes, habits and
practices – for ways that we have misused or abused God’s Word, God’s gifts
and God’s creation.
Such a conversion is, of course, impossible without divine grace; it is not
achieved simply through greater effort or human willpower. “For mortals, it
is impossible; but for God all things are possible.” (Mt 19.26) Spiritual change
occurs when our bodies and souls are grafted onto the living Word of God,
our cells contain the life-giving blood-flow of the sacraments, when we
3.Touching and Sharing the Word of God – The when
are open to sharing all things with all people. As St. John Chrysostom reminds
Communion of Saints and the Sacraments of Life us, the sacrament of “our neighbor” cannot be isolated from the sacrament of
“the altar.” Sadly, we have ignored the vocation and
he Word of God persistently “moves outside of
obligation to share. Social injustice and inequality,
Himself in ecstasy” (Dionysius the Areopagite),
global poverty and war, ecological pollution and
The challenge before
passionately seeking to “dwell in us” (Jn 1.14), that
degradation result from our inability or unwillingthe world may have life in abundance. (Jn 10.10)
us is the discernment of
ness to share. If we claim to retain the sacrament of
God’s compassionate mercy is poured and shared “so
altar, we cannot forgo or forget the sacrament of
as to multiply the objects of His beneficence.” (GreGod’s Word in the face of the
the neighbor – a fundamental condition for realizing
gory the Theologian) God assumes all that is ours,
God’s Word in the world within the life and mission
evil, the transfiguration
“in every respect being tested as we are, yet without
of the Church.
sin” (Heb. 4.15), in order to offer us all that is God’s
of every last detail and
and render us gods by grace. “Though rich, He beBeloved Brothers in Christ,
comes poor that we might become rich,” writes the
speck of this world in the
great Apostle Paul (2 Cor. 8.9), to whom this year is
e have explored the patristic teaching of the
so aptly dedicated. This is the Word of God; gratispiritual senses, discerning the power of hearlight of Resurrection. The
tude and glory are due to Him.
ing and speaking God’s Word in Scripture, of seeing
victory is already presGod’s Word in icons and nature, as well as of touchThe word of God receives His full embodiment in
ing and sharing God’s Word in the saints and sacracreation, above all in the Sacrament of the Holy Euent in the depths of the
ments. Yet, in order to remain true to the life and
charist. It is there that the Word becomes flesh and
allows us not simply to hear or see Him but to touch
Church, whenever we ex- mission of the Church, we must personally be
changed by this Word. The Church must resemble
Him with our own hands, as St. John declares (I John
the mother, who is both sustained by and nourishes
perience the grace of
1,1) and make Him part of our own body and blood
through the food she eats. Anything that does not
(σύσσωµοι καί σύναιµοι) in the words of St.
reconciliation and comfeed and nourish everyone cannot sustain us either.
John Chrysostom.
When the world does not share the joy of Christ’s
In the Holy Eucharist the Word heard is at the same
munion.
Resurrection, this is an indictment of our own intime seen and shared (κοινωνία). It is not accidentegrity and commitment to the living Word of God.
tal that in the early eucharistic documents, such as the
Prior to the celebration of each Divine Liturgy, Orthodox
book of Revelation and the Didache, the Eucharist was associated with prophChristians pray that this Word will be “broken and consumed, distributed and
esy, and the presiding bishops were regarded as successors of the prophets (e.g.
shared” in communion. And “we know that we have passed from death to life
Martyrion Polycarpi). The Eucharist was already by St. Paul (I Cor. 11) dewhen we love our brothers” and sisters (1 Jn 3.14).
scribed as “proclamation” of Christ’s death and Second Coming. As the purpose of Scripture is essentially the proclamation of the Kingdom and the The challenge before us is the discernment of God’s Word in the face of evil,
announcement of eschatological realities, the Eucharist is a foretaste of the the transfiguration of every last detail and speck of this world in the light of
Kingdom, and in this sense the proclamation of the Word par excellence. In Resurrection. The victory is already present in the depths of the Church, whenthe Eucharist Word and Sacrament become one reality. The Word ceases to be ever we experience the grace of reconciliation and communion. As we strug“words” and becomes a Person, embodying in Himself all human beings and gle – in ourselves and in our world – to recognize the power of the Cross, we
begin to appreciate how every act of justice, every spark of beauty, every word
all creation.
of truth can gradually wear away the crust of evil. However, beyond our own
Within the life of the Church, the unfathomable self-emptying (κένωσις)
frail efforts, we have the assurance of the Spirit, who “helps us in our weakness”
and generous sharing(κοινωνία) of the divine Logos is reflected in the lives
(Rom. 8.26) and stands beside us as advocate and “comforter” (Jn 14-6), penof the saints as the tangible experience and human expression of God’s Word
etrating all things and “transforming us – as St. Symeon the New Theologian
in our community. In this way, the Word of God becomes the Body of Christ,
says – into everything that the Word of God says about the heavenly kingcrucified and glorified at the same time. As a result, the saint has an organic
dom: pearl, grain of mustard seed, leaven, water, fire, bread, life and mystical
relationship with heaven and earth, with God and all of creation. In ascetic
wedding chamber.” Such is the power and grace of the Holy Spirit, whom we
struggle, the saint reconciles the Word and the world. Through repentance
invoke as we conclude our address, extending to Your Holiness our gratitude
and purification, the saint is filled – as Abba Isaac the Syrian insists – with
and to each of you our blessings:
compassion for all creatures, which is the ultimate humility and perfection.
Heavenly King, Comforter, Spirit of Truth
This is why the saint loves with warmth and spaciousness that are both unpresent everywhere and filling all things;
conditional and irresistible. In the saints, we know God’s very Word, since –
treasury of goodness and giver of life:
as St. Gregory Palamas claims – “God and His saints share the same glory and
Come, and abide in us.
splendor.” In the gentle presence of a saint, we learn how theology and action
And cleanse us from every impurity;
coincide. In the compassionate love of the saint, we experience God as “our faand save our souls.
ther” and God’s mercy as “steadfastly enduring.” (Ps. 135, LXX) The saint is
For you are good and love humankind. Amen!
-Patriarchal Address, cont’d from page 10

As the Logos [he writes], he is not contained by anything and yet contains
everything; He is in everything and yet outside of everything … the first-born
of the whole world in its every aspect.
The entire world is a prologue to the Gospel of John. And when the Church
fails to recognize the broader, cosmic dimensions of God’s Word, narrowing
its concerns to purely spiritual matters, then it neglects its mission to implore
God for the transformation – always and everywhere, “in all places of His dominion” – of the whole polluted cosmos. It is no wonder that on Easter Sunday, as the Paschal celebration reaches its climax, Orthodox Christians sing:
Now everything is filled with divine light: heaven and earth, and all things beneath the earth. So let all creation rejoice.
All genuine “deep ecology” is, therefore, inextricably linked with deep theology:
“Even a stone,” writes Basil the Great, “bears the mark of God’s Word. This is
true of an ant, a bee and a mosquito, the smallest of creatures. For He spread
the wide heavens and laid the immense seas; and He created the tiny hollow
shaft of the bee’s sting.”
Recalling our minuteness in God’s wide and wonderful creation only underlines our central role in God’s plan for the salvation of the whole world.
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Festal Greetings from Across the Diocese
St. John the Baptist Church

St. Nicholas A.C.R.Y. Chapter #49

Eastern Seaboard District A.C.R.Y.

Johnstown, PA

Bridgeport, CT

Erie, PA

Sonyia Woloshyn, President

His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas

Very Rev. David Cochran, Pastor

Very Rev. John Fencik, Spiritual Advisor

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank Miloro, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Carpathian Club

Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Duranko, Pastor
Emeritus

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda, Spiritual Advisor
National Junior ACRY

Binghamton, NY

Hawk Run, PA

St. Michael’s Church

Alex Breno, President

Very Rev. Protopresbyter James Dutko, Pastor

Rev. Peter Benyo, Spiritual Advisor

McKeesport, PA

Very. Rev. Miles Zdinak, Spiritual Advisor

St. John the Baptist Sr. ACRY, Chapter #41

Rev. George Patrick, Pastor

St. Michael’s Church

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Stephen Dutko, Pastor
Emeritus

Hawk Run, PA

St. John the Baptist Church

Clymer, PA

St. Nicholas Church

Rev. Peter Benyo, Spiritual Advisor

Hawk Run, PA

Very Rev. R. Michael Zak, Pastor

Monongahela, PA

St. Nicholas Church

Rev. Peter Benyo, Pastor

St. John the Baptist Church

Very Rev. Edward Pehanich, Pastor

Hobart, IN

Christ the Saviour Church

East Pittsburgh, PA

St. Nicholas Church

Rev. Sergii Alekseev, Pastor

N. Royalton, OH

Very Rev. Jonathan Tobias, Pastor

Scranton, PA

Adzima Funeral Home

Very Rev. Michael Conrad, Pastor

St. John the Baptist Church

Rev. Andrew Bartek, Pastor

Stratford, CT

Saints Peter and Paul Church

Ligonier, PA

St. Nicholas Senior ACRY, Chapter #31

Wishing you a Blessed Christmas!

Homer City, PA

Rev. Tony Joseph, Pastor

Scranton, PA

Christ the Saviour Church

Rev. Matthew Conjelko, Pastor

Holy Transfiguraton Church

Rev. Andrew Bartek, Spiritual Advisor

Rockford, IL

St. John the Baptist ACRY, Chapter #42

Crawfordsville, IN

St. Nicholas Junior ACRY

Rev. Basil Aden, Pastor

Northside Pittsburgh, PA

Rev. Alexis Miller, Pastor

Scranton, PA

St. Stephen’s Church

Very Rev. John Brancho, Spiritual Advisor

St. Mary’s Church

Rev. Andrew Bartek, Spiritual Advisor

Latrobe, PA

St. John the Baptist Church

Cheektowaga, NY

St. Nicholas Men’s Club

Rev. Nicholas Ferencz, Pastor

Northside Pittsburgh, PA

Very Rev. Thomas Kadlec, Pastor

Scranton, PA

St. George’s Altar Society

Very Rev. John Brancho, Pastor

St. John the Baptist Church

Rev. Andrew Bartek, Spiritual Advisor

Taylor, PA

Holy Resurrection Church

Stratford, CT

St. Nicholas Altar Society

Very Rev. Mark Leasure, Spiritual Advisor

Potomac, MD

Very Rev. Peter Paproski, Pastor

Scranton, PA

St. Michael’s Church

Rev. Peter Zarynow, Pastor

St. John the Baptist Church

Rev. Andrew Bartek, Spiritual Advisor

Freeland, PA

St. Mary’s Church

Sharon, PA

Holy Ghost Altar Society

Endicott, NY

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka,
Pastor

Phoenixville, PA

Christ the Saviour Cathedral

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Lawrence Barriger, Pastor

Very Rev. Michael Kleban, Pastor

Saints Peter and Paul Church

St. John the Baptist Church

Central City, PA

Rahway, NJ

Protodeacon Oleg Aminov, Administrator

Rev, Andrew Fetchina, Pastor

Saints Peter and Paul Church

St. Nicholas of Myra Church

Levittown, PA

New York, New York

Very Rev. Theodore Mozes, Pastor

Very Rev. John Beskid, Pastor

Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church

St. Nicholas Church

Allentown, PA

Barton, OH

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Robert Rebeck, Pastor

Very Rev. Michael Kabel, Pastor

St. Mary’s Church

St. Michael’s Church

Morgantown, WV

Saint Clair, PA

Rev. Mojmir Zalcik, Pastor

Rev. Jeff Zias, Pastor

Cathedral ACRY, Chapter #20

St. John the Baptist Church

Johnstown, PA

Nesquehoning, PA

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank Miloro, Spiritual
Advisor

Rev. Robert Teklinski, Pastor

St. Nicholas Church

Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Fedornock, Spiritual Advisor

Erie, PA

St. Mary’s Church

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda, Pastor

Dickson City, PA

St. Nicholas Altar Society

Very Rev. Ronald Kovac, Pastor

Erie, PA

St. George’s Church

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda, Spiritual Advisor

Very Rev. Mark Leasure, Pastor

St. Nectarios Church

St. John the Baptist Church

Taylor, PA

Lakeland, FL

Perth Amboy, NJ

Very Rev. Nicholas Wyborski, Pastor

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael Rosco, Pastor

Holy Trinity Church
Danbury, CT
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Luke Mihaly, Pastor
Holy Ghost ACRY, Chapter #30
Phoenixville, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Fedornock, Spiritual Advisor

St. Mary’s Church

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael Sopoliga, Pastor Emeritus

Yonkers, NY

St. Gregory of Nyssa Church

Rev. Daniel Mahler, Pastor

Seaford, New York

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Elias Kozar, Pastor
Emeritus

Very Rev. Hieromonk Matthias, Pastor

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Kenneth Bachofsky,
Spiritual Advisor

The Presentation of Our Lord Church

St. Nicholas Church

St. John’s Senior ‘R’ Club

Hollywood, FL

Lansford, PA

Bridgeport, CT

Very Rev. Elias Mitchell, Pastor

Rev. Robert Teklinski, Pastor

Very Rev. David Cochran, Spiritual Advisor

Holy Ghost Church

St. Thomas the Apostle Church

Phoenixville, PA

Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Duranko, Pastor
Emeritus

Waldorf, MD

Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Fedornock, Pastor

Saints Peter and Paul ACRY, Chapter #43

Rev. Joseph Edgington, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church

St. Nicholas Church

Rev. Michael Chendorain, Spiritual Advisor

Ambridge, PA

Homestead, PA

St. Nicholas Choir/ACRY, Chapter #4

Very Rev. Robert Prepelka, Pastor

Very Rev. Robert Buczak, Pastor

New York, NY

Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Gido, Pastor
Emeritus

St. Nicholas Sr. ACRY

Very Rev. John Beskid, Spiritual Advisor

Homestead, PA

Holy Ghost Church

National A.C.R.Y.

Very Rev. Robert Buczak, Pastor

Manville, NJ

“Forever Forward and Heavenward”

St. Nicholas Jr. & Sr. ACRY, Chapter #28

Rev. Matthew Moriak, Pastor

National President: Matthew Peifer

Monongahela and Jacobs Creek, PA

St. Nicholas Church

Spiritual Advisor: Very Rev. Peter Paproski

Very Rev. Edward Pehanich, Spiritual Advisor

Elizabeth, NJ

St. John the Baptist Church

St. Nicholas Church

Very Rev. John Pribish, Pastor

Silver Lane, Stratford, CT

Jacobs Creek, PA

St. Michael’s Church

Very Rev. Michael Macura, Pastor

Very Rev. Edward Pehanich, Pastor

Niles, IL

St. John the Baptist A.C.RY. Chapter # 23

St. Michael’s Church

Very Rev. Samuel Sherry, Pastor

Silver Lane, Stratford, CT

Rankin, PA

St. John the Baptist ACRY, Chapter #33

Very Rev. Michael Macura, Spiritual Advisor

Very Rev. John Lazarek, Pastor

Nesquehoning, PA

St. Mary’s Church

Saints Peter and Paul Church

Rev. Robert Teklinski, Spiritual Advisor

Bayonne, NJ

Rockaway, NJ

Very Rev. John Fencik, Pastor

St. Nicholas A.C.R.Y. Chapter #54
Warren, Ohio

Rockaway, NJ

PERIODICAL

Rev. Michael Chendorain, Pastor

St. Michael’s Church

