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PROTOPRESBYTER RONALD HAZUDA CELEBRATES
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION!
ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA – Sunday, July 13th was a joyful day for the faithful
of St. Nicholas Church in Erie, Pennsylvania. On this day, their pastor—the
Very Reverend Protopresbyter Ronald A. Hazuda—celebrated the 50th Anniversary of his Ordination to the Holy Priesthood, and the 49th year of his
pastorate at St. Nicholas Church.

Liturgical Festivities

T

he day began with the greeting of
His Eminence, Metropolitan
Nicholas at the doors of the church.
Mr. Richard Koerner, president of the
parish board, welcomed His Eminence with the traditional gifts of
bread and salt, and Father Hazuda
greeted the Metropolitan with the
altar hand cross. His Eminence
presided at the Liturgy, which was celebrated by the Jubilarian. Other clergy
at the Liturgy included: Protopresbyter Stephen Dutko, Protopresbyter
Frank P. Miloro, Protopresbyter
Michael Polanichka, Protopresbyter
George Hutnyan, Protopresbtyter
Paul Herbert, Protopresbyter David
Smoley, the Very Reverend Fr.
Jonathan Tobias, the Very Reverend
Fr. Michael Kabel, and the following
priest-sons of the Erie parish: the Very
Reverend John J. Beskid, Father
Stephen Krivonak and Father
Nicholas Palun. Deacon Michael
Hronas served as the Attendant to the
Metropolitan. Professor Joseph Jaeger,
cantor at the St. John Church in
Sharon, Pennsylvania, led the Plain
Chant responses for the Liturgy. Following the Divine Liturgy, a
Panachida was served for the late Pani
Dolores Hazuda—who passed into
eternity on June 30, 2006—George Sr.
and Bertha Hazuda (Father’s mother and father) and Professor Andrew and
Mary Panchisin (Father’s mother-in-law and father-in-law). Services concluded
with festive anointing and the distribution of blessed bread. Congratulatory
greetings to Father Ronald were read from His All-Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios. Metropolitan Nicholas presented Father Hazuda with a specially sewn epigonation—an
“award vestment” that distinguishes the recipient for high accolades.

Archpastoral Homily

H

is Eminence began his Archpastoral Homily with these words: “Today,
Father Ronald, we celebrate the grace of your priesthood. It is a grace

given by God the Father, established by God the Son and brought to life by
God the Holy Spirit. For fifty years, that grace has been made manifest to the
faithful of this Diocese—especially in this Church of St. Nicholas in Erie. I
thank the Lord personally today for the gift of this good priest we know as Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda. I know that today there are many gathered here
who have their own stories of Fr. Ronald
as a father, a friend and a priest. You
children and grandchildren who are
gathered here today should be aware
that your special family relationship
with him is truly a treasure. You
should cherish this treasure, and you
should add to it. I certainly cherish my
own history with this favored and
worthy priest. He and I were roommates at Christ the Saviour Seminary
in a very different time. Our families
came from the same part of the old
country, so we had much in common.
As a result, we have always remained
friends. He has been, in the words of
St. Paul, a “yokefellow” with me in the
ministry of this Diocese. He has
shouldered more than his share of that
burden. He became the Treasurer of
the Diocese twenty-three years ago.
He looks after Diocesan finances with
complete professionalism and openness. Time and time again, outside auditors compliment the diligence of Fr.
Ronald’s work. As the Treasurer, he
has been a valuable member of the
Consistory. His participation is always
wise, thoughtful and pious. His concern for the Diocese is for her resources and treasurer—but he would
be the first to insist that the primary
treasure is spiritual and eternal. It is
with that perspective that he does all
his Diocesan and parochial work.
Here at St. Nicholas Church, Father
has been an outstanding pillar of dignity, Orthodox piety and priestly kindness. He has taken care of you in sickness and in want…in times of gladness
and in times of sorrow. He has baptized and married, communed and confessed you to the point where it would be useless to attempt to come up with
any meaningful numbers. In the parish’s metrical record books, it is his name
on page after page that confirms the vital statistics of life and death. For years,
he has visited the small community of Cory, some 30 miles away, where he has
celebrated the Liturgy on a regular monthly basis. The small group of faithful
looks forward to his visits and his paternal care of them. The Lord said in the
10th chapter of St. John’s Gospel that the sheep of a Good Shepherd follow
Him because they know his voice. We can be thankful today because, for 50
-cont’d on page 9
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I

n 1999, Dave Freeman co-authored a popular book with this intriguing title: “100 Things to Do
Before You Die.” The book, which inspired dozens of similar publications
and even movie scripts, highlighted a
list of adventurous activities that were
“must do” items for the writer. They
ranged from relatively tame trips to
Hollywood for the Academy Awards
to insanely dangerous journeys—such
as a voodoo pilgrimage to Haiti. In
the book, Freeman had this advice for
his readers: “This life is a short journey. Make sure you fill it with fun and
visit the coolest places on earth before
you pack your bags for the very last
time.”
Tragically, on August 17th, Dave
Freeman was called upon to do precisely that: on that day he “packed his
bags” for the final time. After hitting
his head in a fall in his Venice, California home, Freeman died at the age
of 47. His “things to do list” will
never be completed. His co-author
Neil Teplica estimated that his friend

Lessons from the Lives of the Saints

W

hen we contemplate the lives
of the saints, we are sometimes
inclined to ask, what sustained them
amidst the distractions of their lives?
How could these men and women remain in a state of communion of with
God? How could they continually
center their thoughts, prayers and
contemplations on Jesus Christ? We
could read about them and say that
many of the saints over the past 20
centuries lived monastic lives and
were without the distractions that
most of us face on a daily basis. If we
look at this honestly, it becomes obvious that the distractions and cares
of the world are a blessing in disguise.
The monastic does not have these
worldly concerns, but without them,
the monastic must continually face
themselves. They must constantly
take stock of their spiritual lives.
Those of us living in the world have
the distractions of the world that we
can use to insulate ourselves from
where we are spiritually. Monastics
are not the only saints. Among the
panoply of saints we can find numerous examples of married individuals
who also lead exemplary lives centered on Christ. Regardless if the
saint is monastic or not, how did they
probably got around to doing 50% of
become saintly? How did they keep
the things listed in his book, and
centered on Christ? What compels
while he lamented the fact that so
them to follow a life that to the world
much of Dave’s dreams were unfulfilled, he took comfort from the fact sometimes appears to be one of selfthat Freeman “lived his days like he deprivation?
In the 3rd chapter of Book of Wisdom
should have.”
Indeed, life is a short journey—a we read the souls of the virtuous are in
journey that doesn’t end on our terms, the hands of God, no torment shall ever
but rather on those set by our Heav- touch them (Wisdom 3:1). And furth
enly Father—the “Great Travel ther in the 5 chapter of Wisdom we
Agent!” The Church constantly places read the virtuous live forever, their recthis message before us. While it may ompense lies with the Lord, the Most
sound exciting and noble to romanti- High (Wisdom 5:15). In the Book of
cize and fantasize about “living life to Isaiah God refers to these virtuous as
the fullest,” this pleasure-packed phi- witnesses to God, the Almighty One
losophy is not exactly the acceptable (Isaiah 43:10). Saint Paul in his letter
Orthodox Christian approach to life. to the Hebrews writes that we are all
In fact, we can bluntly say that for all surrounded by so great a cloud of witof us, there is only ONE THING— nesses (Hebrews 12:1). Earlier in the
not ONE HUNDRED—that we letter to the Hebrews, St. Paul lists the
must do before we die: be in complete various tortures and ways that many
communion with Christ. This was of these witnesses met their death.
our Lord’s message to Martha, the sis- What sustained them all was their
ter of His beloved friend Lazarus faith in God. This is what distinwhen she agonized over all that she guishes the saints from others. They
had to do in preparation for His stay

Preparing for the Only Journey That
Really Matters…

-cont’d on page 8
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are true witnesses to Jesus Christ and
His life saving mission here on earth.
They lived their lives as witnesses to
the faith and those saints alive today
follow the same path. Faith sustains
them. Faith guides them. Faith anchors them. Faith directs their every
waking hour and their time at sleep as
well.
Except for the saints who turned their
lives from evil to Christ such as St.
Mary of Egypt and St. Moses the
Ethiopian, the lives of the saints seem
to describe superhuman beings. The
stories of their lives could lead one to
believe that these saints were as perfect as anyone could be, perhaps even
perfect from the womb. Many of the
saints seem to have lived on a plane,
which the average mortal can never
go. On reading the lives of the saints,
it would appear that doubts never
creep into their minds and souls.
Sometimes the stories seem to imply
that these saintly men and women
never doubted their faith. How could
someone who is at such a lofty plain
ever have doubts about their faith?
But, could this be true? We all, the
saints included have been created
with a Free Will and a questioning
nature. Each of us experience moments of doubts. It is what we do
with this doubt that matters. If we
allow doubt to consume us and to direct us away from our faith, then we
have chosen doubt as our guide.
Doubt then has become the road
away from faith. St. John of Kronstadt wrote that doubt is Evil One
working against us. He wrote that we
should flee with all your power from
doubt, unbelief and the passions
through which the evil serpent, the thief
and destroyer of our souls creeps in.
Consider St. Peter. Here is a man
who can’t open his mouth without
thrusting his foot beyond his vocal
cords. Upon seeing Jesus walking on
the sea, St. Peter, doubting his vision
says “Lord, if it is you, bid me come to
you on the water”. He said, “Come.”
So Peter got out of the boat and walked
on the water and came to Jesus; but
when he saw the wind, he was afraid,
and beginning to sink he cried out,
“Lord, save me.” Jesus immediately
-cont’d on page 4
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Archpastoral Letter for the Seminary
Year

For they will be made holy who keep holy things piously,
And those who are taught holy things will find a defense.
— Wisdom of Solomon, 6.10
To the Reverend Fathers and Beloved Faithful of this God-Saved Diocese:

Glory to Jesus Christ!
Slava Isusu Christu!

And we challenge them every day. We challenge them to treasure the Wisdom
of the Apostles and the Fathers of the Church. We lead them in intense, heartfelt devotion to the worship of the Holy Trinity, and the veneration of the
Theotokos and all the Saints. We call them to replace their worldly patterns
of secular thought with the Wisdom of Bible and Liturgy. We look for a quietness in their soul, a stability in their emotions, a discipline in their lifestyle, a
constant love for their family and fervent loyalty to this fellowship, the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Church.
In hard work, in service and humility, in peace and joy, our Seminarians – by
God’s Will – will ascend from glory to glory. As they are filled with Grace,
they will recognize that the necessary sacrifice of comfort and worldly position
is really a profitable exchange. In exchange for simplicity and obscurity, God’s
blesses the Seminarian with Wisdom Divine, and the Company of Heaven.
As Solomon once said: “I loved this Wisdom [the Mind of Christ] more than
health and beauty, and I chose it instead of light … I was gladdened by all
good things, because Wisdom rules them all” (Wisdom of Solomon 7.10,12).
Seminary is ultimately a place of gladness, after all.
The Wisdom of the Good Shepherd is the only science worthy of the Orthodox Priesthood, and that Wisdom is the ideal, the hope and the reason of
Christ the Saviour Seminary. “Know thoroughly the souls of your sheep,”
Solomon tells the young man who is called to the Priesthood of Christ, “and
you will set your heart on your flocks” (Proverbs 27.25). The business of our
Seminary is to produce priests whose “heart is on their flocks.”
Solomon concludes his advice to shepherds with these beautiful words: “Take
care of the green plants in the field and cut short the weeds, and gather especially the grass of the mountains … honor the field, so there may be lambs”
(Proverbs 27.27-28).
Honor the field: in other words, we want priests who will tend to Wisdom and
banish foolishness. And gather the grass of the mountains: in other words, we
want priests to climb up out of the culture and thought of this world, and
learn – in the atmosphere of Heaven – from the Apostles, Prophets and Fathers, and from Christ Jesus Himself.
Granting to you my Archpastoral Blessing, and asking your prayerful support
of Christ the Saviour Seminary, I remain

O

n September 3rd, Seminarians will arrive at Christ the Saviour Seminary
to begin its 69th Academic Year. The 2 returning seniors and several who
will be attending for the first time will begin the year with two days of Retreat.
They will meditate upon their new discipline of service and learning. They
will also pray and reflect upon their preparation for the highest, and most
powerful, calling in history: and that is, of course, the Holy Priesthood of the
Orthodox Church.
We are ever-mindful of this heavy responsibility given by the Lord to this
Diocesan Seminary. Even though the priesthood is never rich in worldly goods,
it is the richest in Holy Grace. And even though there is nothing of the worldly
sense of power and celebrity that could be associated with the priesthood, it
truly is charged with the power of binding and loosing, blessing and forgiveness, the practice of Holy Tradition, and the articulation of the Word of God
and Wisdom of Christ.
It is for good cause that before he is ordained, we require of a man at least
three years of residence at Christ the Saviour Seminary. The Apostles journeyed with Our Lord for three years in Galilee and Judea, walking with Him
in the wilderness, the roads and the towns. They heard Him speak words of
Divine Peace and Prophetic Power. They witnessed miracles of healing by the
Great Physician, miracles of nature by the Creator, and miracles of Resurrection by the One Who swallowed up death in victory.
Even the late-comer, the Apostle Paul, spent three years with the Lord in the
Apostolic Seminary. For three years in the wilderness of Arabia, after his conversion, Paul sojourned with the Lord Who confronted him in a blaze of Uncreated Light on the Road to Damascus. And during these years, Paul heard
the same teaching, and experienced the same training as did the Apostles before him.
In childhood, Paul, Peter, James and John and all the Apostles were brought
up in the traditions of Wisdom. And in these three years of Seminary, they experienced the fulfillment of this Wisdom through the Revelation of Jesus
Christ as the Son of God.
The Three-Year Apostolic Seminary continues in the Holy Tradition of the
Orthodox Church, and it continues and thrives at Christ the Saviour. Young
men who have responded to God’s Call to the Priesthood enter these walls of
memory and faithfulness. There, just like 68 years of men before them, they
pray at many Divine Services. They learn to serve with humility. They practice leadership and community. They work in cleaning, serving at table, providing for guests, and they serve the Altar. They learn to sing prostopinije Plain
Chant. They practice serving the rubrics of the Great Church and the pious
customs of our people.
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Sincerely yours in Christ,

Schedule of
Metropolitan Nicholas
September 3

Johnstown, Pennsylvania
Christ the Saviour Seminary
Opening of New Academic Year with
Liturgy and Retreat

September 14

Jenners, Pennsylvania
Saint Mary Church
95th Anniversary of Founding

September 20

Waldorf Maryland
St. Thomas Church
Ordination of Sub-deacon Stephen
Hall to the Diaconate

September 21

Potomac, Maryland
Holy Resurrection Church
50th Anniversary of Founding

September 28

Manassas, Virginia
Nativity of Our Lord Church
15th Anniversary of Founding
Ordination of Sub-deacon Maximus
Tatum to the Diaconate
Rite of Tonsure and Ordination of
Joseph Brown to the Sub-diaconate
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Archpastoral Letter for the Indiction
To the Reverend Fathers and Beloved Faithful of this God-Saved Diocese:
Glory to Jesus Christ!
Slava Isusu Christu!

T

he Indiction falls every year on the first day of September (September
14th on the civil calendar). This is often called the “Church New Year,”
since in the Christian Byzantine Empire, the calendar began on this day. In
the year 537, the great Emperor Justinian commanded that the New Year
should begin on this date.
Contrary to the Western custom of using terms like “BC” (“before Christ”)
and “AD” (“anno domini,” or the “year of the Lord”), the Byzantines simply counted years from their best estimation of the age of the world since
Creation. They also divided up the years into 15-year cycles, called “Indiction” periods, for the sake of government and administration over the wide
territory of the Byzantine Empire.
Thus, on the civil calendar, the 14th day of September 2008 is for us, in the
Orthodox Church, New Year’s Day of the “year of the world” 7517. And this
year, 7517, is year one of the fifteen-year Indiction cycle.
I remind you of these largely obscure and hardly-popular facts for two reasons. The first reason is that we should always look back with reverent respect at the legacy of our Byzantine fathers of the Orthodox faith. When we
312 Garfield Street
think of the Indiction, we should remember that the greatest Empire ever
Johnstown, Pennsylvania
witnessed in world history was a Christian one that endured for a thousand
years. We should also remember that the same Emperor Justinian who established the Byzantine Indiction cycle in his Novella 47 also penned the words of the great Hymn of the Incarnation, “O Only Begotten Son and Word of God.” We should remember that never was there before or since a
harmony of philosophy and science with theology as there was in the Byzantine Empire: this was solely because
in that Christian Empire of the New Rome, the Apostolic Dogma of the Church was pre-eminent, and philosophy, science and commerce were placed in secondary, subservient roles.
The Indiction calls us to remember with pride the glories of Byzantium. It calls to mind, in particular, that this
year is the 1025th Anniversary of the Byzantine Evangelization of the Kievan Rus, which culminated, soon thereafter, with the establishment of the Kievan Metropolitinate under the suffrage of the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople. It is because of Constantinople and this Christian Empire that the entire Slavic world – including
the Ukraine, our own Carpathian Rusin homelands, and the vast tracts of the Muscovy Duchy and Novgorod –
received not only the Orthodox Gospel, but also leapfrogged quickly from barbarism to high Byzantine culture.
Some try to forget this or obscure it, but every Indiction, we must remember.
The other reason for remembering the Indiction is the Archpastoral emphasis of His All-Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew upon the Environment. We pray fervently that the Lord blesses and protects His beautiful Creation, and we prophesy to the commercial world that the Lord requires stewardship of His lands, His
oceans and His earth and sky.
Some of you are skeptical about this environmental emphasis, and I am well aware that the epithet “Green Patriarch” is often used in a pejorative manner. This skepticism is in deep error, for our Father in Constantinople,
despite his hardship at the hands of Turkish antipathy and oppression, calls to the modern world in a prophetic,
deeply traditional and Patristic voice. This planet and sun, the stars and life on earth – precisely because they are
each one created in Genesis and not mindlessly evolved – must be cared for with reverence, just as Adam husbanded the Garden of Eden. Man was created to be agricultural and pastoral in Paradise: to pollute and to abuse
Nature is to profoundly violate the maxims of Natural Law, and to store up cursedness in our body and our span
of life.
Thus, at the Indiction, we commemorate the wondrous Creation of God on this earth, in the sky, and in our own
human existence. We rejoice in the Divine Design that leaps out from every creature to our thankful hearts. And
in Vespers and Divine Liturgy of that Festal Day, we return what we have seen and heard in Creation back to the
Creative Holy Trinity in profound Christian praise: herein, we fulfill our Eucharistic destiny, and we return to
the ancient and fundamental Stewardship of Eden.
On that Day also, we call our nation and our homes back to honoring the Land. We should live more simply,
consuming and using less things. We should nurture beauty inside and outside our homes, without going so
much to the store. We should throw away much less than we do. As a conservative Church, after all, we should
be most proficient at conserving.
It is a Christian thing to be environmentally responsible. It is blasphemous and heretical, of course, to suggest
that any other plant or animal life is just as or even more important than human life (this, I think, is the inevitable
conclusion of the Darwinist dogma). But it is just as blasphemous to assume that the Natural World of Creation
is not guarded and protected by God Himself. After all, His eye is on the sparrow, and the whole Creation is groaning with anticipation for the revelation of the Sons of God.
Granting you my Archpastoral Blessing on this First Year of the Indiction Cycle, in the Year of the World 7517
of the Reckoning of New Rome, I remain
Sincerely Yours in the Grace of Christ,

Office of the
Metropolitan

+METROPOLITAN NICHOLAS

August 31, 2008
-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

reached out his hand and caught him,
saying to him, “O man of little faith,
why did you doubt?” (Matthew
14:28-31) Despite this show of
doubt, Jesus did not eject Peter from
his chosen twelve, but He continued to nurture and teach him along
with the other disciples. Even after
rejecting the Saviour, Peter was forgiven by Christ. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before
you to Galilee; there you will see him,
as he told you. (Mark 16:7). In a
wonderful show of love, Christ
sends a message to Peter that though
Peter doubted and denied knowing
Christ, his tears have shown that he
is truly repentant.
During the summer months, we
will commemorate several saints.
Among these are the great Apostles
Peter and Paul, St. John of Kronstadt, and St. John of San Francisco.
Their lives may be different, and
the times they lived in might not be
the same, but their focus was the
same. These saints and the numerous unknown saints are beacons of
light guiding us and praying with
us. They intercede for us. They are
truly friends and helpmates. While
summer means vacation for many,
we should take time to learn of
these saints. We should read about
their lives and see the trials and
tribulations they endured. Some
were reviled and rejected by their
brothers, but they never lost their
faith.
St. Patrick of Ireland wrote a beautiful prayer with which he greeted
the Lord every morning. In his
prayer, St. Patrick acknowledged
God’s works in his life and thanked
the Lord for his faith.
I arise today
Through God’s strength to
pilot me;
God’s might to uphold me,
God’s wisdom to guide me,
God’s eye to look before me,
God’s ear to hear me,
God’s word to speak for me.
Like the Apostle to Ireland, let us
arise each morning and give thanks
for all the gifts we have been given
and will be given by Almighty God.
Let us give thanks for the saints and
for gift of faith that the Holy Spirit
has imparted to them and to us. As
the lives of the saints demonstrate,
through thick and thin, through
storm and fair weather, through
good times and bad, it is faith that
sustains us.
Fr. Paul Stoll
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“Heaven on Earth”

F

or over 30 years, Camp
Nazareth has been the
“home away from home”
to our Diocesan youth. Another
summer session has come and
gone, and we felt the best way to
show the impact the Camp has
on our young people was to ask

them to tell us. Over the course
of the three Diocesan camping
sessions, our younger campers
were asked what they liked best
about Camp and our older teen
campers were asked what attending Camp Nazareth means to
them. We received hundreds of

responses and are sharing some of
them with you. Our children
enjoy all the same things that kids
can find at just about any camp:
sports, swimming, hiking, arts
and crafts, dancing, etc. You
name it. But what sets apart
Camp Nazareth is that our children are able to do all of these
things in the context of living
their Orthodox faith to its fullest.
A day of sports and games and
crafts is always book-ended by
prayer, supported by the guidance
of our Diocesan clergy, and filled
with opportunities to grow in
their faith. That is what came
through in the responses our children shared with us. If you have
not yet experienced a week at
Camp Nazareth, plan to do so in
the summer of 2009. It will have
a tremendous impact on your life.
Don’t believe me? Read what
your peers are saying about it
themselves in this issue. In keeping with that theme, I close with
the words of camper Jenna Goetz
(pictured to the left). Jenna is 17
years old from Bridgeport, Connecticut and has been attending
camp for many years. What does
Camp Nazareth mean to her?
“Coming to camp, personally, has
the feeling of coming home, and
being here is like achieving the
closest parallel to heaven on
earth.”

WHAT DOES ATTENDING CAMP
NAZARETH MEAN TO YOU: a
“booster shot” of faith
Maryann Kokus, 17, Sts. Peter
and Paul Church Windber, PA
“Being my last year at camp, this
acted as a last chance to reconnect
with my camp friends as well as
my faith before entering the college world. Originally, I wasn’t
going to go because I felt I was
too old, but as I went to get my
shots and vaccinations, I realized
camp was another needed booster
shot of faith in a complete Christian environment.”

DAYLIGHT PULL-OUT SECTION

Father Matthew Moriak, Editor, Daylight
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DOES

CAMP

MEAN TO YOU?
“Camp has probably been one of the most
wonderful experiences I’ve ever had.
Learning about God with my fellow
campers made the Church teachings understandable and all worthwhile.”
Adrienne Fedyna-Dembeck, 13
Danbury, CT

“Where we all as a whole come together
and understand the true values of life.
Camp takes us away from the outside
world and gives us an opportunity to find
our true selves.”
Chrissy Ayala, 17
Trumbull, CT

“Attending Camp to me, means that it is
possible to live a Christian life only caring
for each other and God, and that gives me
hope for my future and the future of society.”
Alicia Kleer, 17
Carnegie, PA

“I love Camp so much. I always learn a lot
about God and my faith and I always get
the feeling that I’m doing something right.
After three years, I wouldn’t miss Camp
for the world.”
Kate Rael, 13
New York, NY

“It means everything. It is a wonderful “A never ending feeling of utter happiCamp.”
ness.”
Cade Kelleher, 13
Emily Tusick, 13
Binghamton, NY
Pittsburgh, PA
“Attending Camp is the ultimate experience
living life how God intended! I wouldn’t
trade anything in the world for my unexplainable experiences at Camp!”
Michael Stan, 18
Warren, OH

“It’s meeting with my friends and learning
the word of God with them. I also like it
because I never have to think about anything but God in here.”
Ananya Habtemariam, 17
Rockford, IL

“It means I get to see the friends who I
can worship with and relate to even though
they are far away. I also have a chance to
make my faith stronger and make it strong
enough to take home with me.”
Samantha Moyer, 14
Phoenixville, PA

“For me, Camp is a place where you can be
yourself and talk about God freely as much
as you want. I met so many great people
that I will never forget and will keep in
touch with.”
Julia Korenaski, 14
Johnstown, PA
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WHAT

DO YOU LIKE BEST ABOUT

C AMP ?

“Swimming, learning about Saint Paul and praying.”
Luke Maltais, 12
Bridgeport, CT
“I like the sports, game room and religious education.”
Alexa Fitzgerald, 9
Rockway, NJ
“I like being with my friends best!”
Anna Lee, 10
Rahway, NJ
“Going to Church.”
Seth Dyess, 9
Bridgeport, CT
“I really really liked religious education and free time.”
Samuel Laposky, 9
Corning, NY
“I like going to Church and learning about Orthodoxy.”
Amber Estma, 9
Transfer, PA
“Spending time with my friends and getting to know more about God.”
Danika Dykeman, 10
Binghamton, NY
“Everything! What’s not to like when you have a big heap of fun?”
Emily Perevuznik, 12
E. Pittsburgh, PA
“Talking about Church because it makes me learn.”
Ariana Riselvato, 10
Wake Forest, NC
“Making friends.”
Jacob Myers, 10
Potomac, MD
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INTERVIEW WITH ALOSHA

During the summer months, between
vacations and the usual sort of neighborhood activities, Alosha Riddle invested a bit of time and energy helping
others this year. But, before we go any
further, we need to get to know
Alosha. He emigrated from Russia to
the United States four years ago at the
age of twelve. That first year, with a
very limited knowledge of the English
language, he entered Middle School
and along with the expected course
load he participated in the English
Second Language Program (ESL).
Since that time, he has become so proWHAT DOES ATTENDING CAMP NAZARETH MEAN TO YOU: A vocation fostered
ficient that he has earned a place on
Nate Choma, 16, St. Nicholas Church Warren, OH
the Honor Roll. While working on his studies he was invited to participate in
Attending camp means “Being one with God, truthfully and fully since there a special program offered through his High School called “Foundation for
Peace”. During the summer, students and teachers would work together in the
is no pressure against religion. The world just falls away.”
Attending camp means having “the chance to grow spiritually to better ready Dominican Republic to build a school in an impoverished village. So in July,
Alosha, along with some classmates and teachers, set off to give some children
myself for entering the priesthood.”
a school of their own.

My Experience at the
Altar Boy Retreat

Daylight: What did you gain from your experience this summer helping to
build the school in the Dominican Republic?
Alosha: I gained a lot of experience, being in a different culture and being
away from home. It was hard work. We began building the walls of the school
with cement blocks. They were very heavy. Every time we made a line to pass
the blocks or the cement to where the work was being done, the young children would get in the line and take our place. Everyone wanted to help. I
By Nicholas Fazekas (age 10)
made some new friends this summer.
Before I got to the Alter Boy Retreat,
I was kind of nervous, but at the same Daylight: Would you recommend our readers to follow your example?
time, happy because I knew the retreat Alosha: Yes, it makes you feel good to help others and to see that you have acwould be a blast. The ride down was complished something. It is much better to get out and help others than to stay
fun even though the old van was at home. You can choose a mission trip or a project and just do it. It was helppacked to the top and not very com- ing others that made the trip so enjoyable.
fortable. I got to talk with my friends,
relax and look at the sites..When I got Editors note: Alosha Riddle lives in Westfield, New Jersey and serves as an Altar
there, I felt great because at the first Boy at Saint John the Baptist Russian Orthodox Church in Rahway. If you would
service, I knew every person in the like to get involved helping others, consider these resources:
pews would be singing and having a
Contact your Priest for information on local projects or missions trips within
good time.
your Deanery or Diocese.
When we arrived at the retreat, we had
to go to our sleeping areas, pick out The Orthodox Christian Mission Center at www.ocmc.org offers both long
our cots and unpack our stuff. I was and short term mission opportunities.
glad to know that my friends were International Orthodox Christian Charities www.iocc.org offers opportunities
sleeping in the same area. Our sleep- to respond to needs locally and globally.
ing area was great because the eating Orthodox Christian Fellowship www.ocf.net offers college students the “Real
area was right next door to us. The Break” an alternative to the usual Spring break.
food was made perfect and tasted so Foundation for Peace at www.foundationforpeace.org organizes church, civil
sweet and good. The people who and school groups for humanitarian work in the Dominican Republic, Haiti
cooked for us really seemed to care by and Kenya.
making such great meals.
When we were at the retreat, we took a bus to a couple of places. On the bus
ride, we saw a huge stadium and other cool sites in the town. We got to do a
lot of cool things like going to this huge pool with this way big slide. We also
got to go to the science center and see a real submarine. But what made it really cool was making new friends and meeting new priests who were nice and
kind.
While at the church services, I noticed that the church wasn’t painted gold
like our church. Instead it was wooden and smaller than our church. Behind
the alter, there wasn’t a place to put on robes like at our church. It felt different being in the pew during the service. As an altar boy in my church, I am
more involved in the service. The services for each day were different than our
normal service. There were booklets for the morning and evening services.
At the retreat I bought a pendant so I would always remember the great time
I had at the retreat and how much fun I had with my friends and meeting
new people who share the same religion as me.
Next year when I go to the retreat, I won’t be as nervous because I’ve already
made new friends by being an altar boy, going on the pilgrimage to New York
and going to Camp Nazareth. I am beginning to feel like my church family Pictured are some of the children from the Dominican Regoes beyond Bridgeport.
public.

August 31, 2008

THE CHURCH MESSENGER

Page 5

“Let the Heavens Rejoice”
SACRED MUSIC OF THE CARPATHIAN MOUNTAINS

FAIRFAX, VA – Eastern Christian Publications and Orientale Lumen TeleVision announce a concert tour named “Let the Heavens Rejoice: Sacred
Music of the Carpathian Mountains” scheduled for September 15 through
October 12, 2008 in 25 Byzantine Catholic parishes throughout the Northeastern and Midwestern US. This concert tour will be performed by the seminary choir from the Blessed Theodore Romzha Theological Academy in
Uzhorod, Ukraine.
It will include selections in Church Slavonic from the Divine Liturgy, Vespers
and Panachida service along with Marian, Eucharistic, Lenten, Paschal and
Christmas Hymns. Most of the songs will be sung in the “plain chant”
(prostopinije) style of music from the Carpathian Mountains, including many
familiar melodies, but also some that may not have been heard before in the
US.
The concerts will be free and open to the public, but a free will donation of
$10.00 (or more) per person will be suggested to cover the traveling expenses
of the choir. Net proceeds from the concert tour will be sent directly to support the seminary in Uzhorod. Audio and video recordings of the choir will
be available for purchase during the concerts.
A Divine Liturgy in Church Slavonic will also be scheduled at the Pittsburgh,
Parma and Passaic Byzantine Catholic Cathedrals on the Sundays during the
tour. For further information, contact each parish for details for that location, call the concert tour office at 703-691-8862. You can also view the concert tour website www.SeminaryConcertTour.com or send an email to
jackfigel@verizon.net for detailed schedule information.

Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda is pictured above with Metropolitan Nicholas, his Seminary classmate,
following his 50th Anniversary Liturgy.
-50th Anniversary, cont’d from page 1

years, the good Orthodox Christian voice of Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda
has been heard in his ministry, and the sheep have followed his voice. They
have followed that voice because it always echoed the Voice of the One Great
Shepherd, Jesus Christ.”

Golden Jubilee Banquet

A

t the 50th Anniversary Banquet, roses were presented to Metropolitan
Nicholas and to Father Ronald by Eleni Dimitriadis and Alexander
Hazuda—grandson of the Jubilarian. A toast was offered by Ralph Bincarowsky, parish trustee. Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka, Father Ronald’s
brother-in-law, served as toastmaster for the program. Speakers included: Father Beskid, Protopresbyter Kenneth Bachofsky, Father Dutko, Father Miloro,
George Hazuda and Tamara Kloss—the Jubiliarian’s children. A presentation
on behalf of the St. Nicholas Church was made by Mr. Koerner.

Biographical Sketch

P

rotopresbyter Ronald A. Hazuda was born in July 18, 1935 in Coaldale,
PA to George Sr. and Bertha Hazuda. He attended Penn State University
and graduated from Christ the Saviour Seminary in Johnstown, PA in May
1958. Father and the former Dolores Panchisin were married on May 17, 1958
at Christ the Saviour Cathedral. Father was ordained to the Holy Priesthood
on June 7, 1958 by the late Metropolitan Orestes P. Chornock. His first Divine Liturgy was celebrated in of home parish of St. John’s in Nesquehoning,
Pennsylvania. Father Ronald’s first priestly assignment was SS Peter and Paul
Church in Newark, New Jersey. On September 1, 1959, he was assigned to St.
Nicholas Church in Erie—where he remains to this day. He continued his edJOHNSTOWN, PA--Over twenty-five years ago our Diocese transitioned
ucation at Gannon University, graduating in 1967 with a B.A. Degree. Durfrom an internal auditing committee of two clergy and two lay members to the
ing his pastorate, the present rectory was built, a new iconostas was erected and
practice of contracting with a professional, independent auditor. This decithe church interior renovated several times. Father Hazuda served as Secretary
sion was taken to ensure the quality and integrity of diocesan financial proceof the Diocesan Priests’ Pension Fund since 1977 and since 1995, he has been
dures, reports and audits, as well as to provide an assurance that all diocesan
the Director of the plan. He has served as Diocesan Treasurer for 23 years and
financial transactions would be handled in a transparent and forthright manis also a member of the Consistory and the Diocesan Board of Trustees. Father
ner.
and the late Pani Dolores are the parents of two children: Tamara Leah (marSince adopting this practice of independent audits, the Diocese has consis- ried to John Kloss) and George.
tently received unqualified opinions from its auditors that the reports which
it issues annually to its trustees and to its membership at its Councils/Sobors,
“present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of The American
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Diocese of the USA, … changes
in net assets, functional revenues and expenses and cash flows … in conformity with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles.”
In addition to an independent outside auditor, our diocesan Bishop appoints
an elected lay member of the diocesan board of trustees to serve as a liaison between the trustees and the independent auditor. Metropolitan Nicholas has
appointed Trustee Stephen Hall to serve in this position.
Mr. Hall has received the diocesan audit for the period ending December 31,
2007, from the Cranberry, Pennsylvania, firm of David Brenner, CPA. The
audit states that the reports issued by the diocese, and incorporated in the auditor’s report, fairly present, in conformity with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles, the financial position of the diocese.
The auditor’s final report is now on file and available for examination by interested faithful at the diocesan chancery. The report was reviewed at the May
diocesan trustees’ meeting, and will be provided to the delegates at the next
The Altar Boys of St. Nicholas Church are shown above following the 50th Anniversary Liturgy of the pasdiocesan Council/Sobor, and through them, to the parishes.

Diocesan 2007 Independent Audit
Completed

tor, Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda.
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JOHNSTOWN, PA-- Pictured are the “Cathedral Seniors” during a visit to
“House of Miracles,” a new Orthodox bookstore and coffee shop in Berlin, PA.
Dean of Christ the Saviour Cathedral is Protopresbyter Frank Miloro.

MANASSAS, VA--Nativity of Our Lord Orthodox Church was the setting
for the Girl Scout Gold award ceremony of Natalie Marie Popsuy after the
Divine Liturgy on February 10, 2008. This is the highest award a Girl Scout
can receive. Last year approximately 5,500 or 5.4% of eligible registered Girl
Scouts received the award. Shown with Natalie is the Reverend Father Nectarios Trevino, pastor of Nativity.

TAYLOR, PA--Pictured are some of the dedicated workers from St. George’s
Church in Taylor, PA. They are shown at the end of a long day of preparations
for the parish’s annual Ethnic Food Festival. The event is scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, October 4 and 5. Traditional Carpatho-Russian delicacies
will be available for purchase from 12 to 7 p.m. each day. Proceeds from this
and other fundraising events throughout the year will help defray the costs of
an extensive interior church and kitchen renovation project recently completed. Pastor of St. George’s Church is Very Rev. Fr. Mark Leasure.
NILES, IL--Members of the 2008 First Confession class at Saint Michael’s
Church in Niles, IL are pictured with their pastor, Very Rev. Fr. Samuel Sherry.
They are (left to right): Niko Kapetan, Brianna DiClementi, and Maxim
Zabrodsky.

PERTH AMBOY, NJ--Church School children from St. John's Church in
Perth Amboy and St. John’s Church in Rahway enjoy a day at the Perth Amboy
Waterfront at the conclusion of their summer Church School week.

HAWK RUN, PA--Pictured are the First Holy Confession recipients at Saint
John the Baptist Church in Hawk Run, PA. They are Dakota Alexander Long
and Marina Ann Smith. They are shown with their teacher, Verna Cazp, and
their pastor, Father Peter Benyo.
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Conversion of the Heart: the Time is Now!
O

n September 18, 1938, the newly consecrated bishop, Orestes Chornock,
signed a Confession of the Orthodox Faith on behalf of his priests and the
20,000-25,000 faithful of the newly created Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese. This was a monumental event that has yet to be fully appreciated by Orthodox Christians here in America and around the world. It marked one of the
largest mass conversions to the Orthodox Faith in history, one without government interference or pressure. With his signature, His Grace, Bishop
Orestes, testified that the people of the new Diocese wished to be Orthodox
and believed in what the Orthodox Faith taught.
There are a number of reasons why this historic event has not received the
recognition by other Orthodox Christians as a veritable Triumph of Orthodoxy
in America. Some have argued that while Bishop Orestes signed the Confession
of the Orthodox Faith, the average person-in-the-pew did not fully understand
the change in Faith that was happening. They regarded themselves as
Pravoslavnyj (Orthodox) before September 18, 1938 and Pravoslavnyj after. The
outward practice of their Eastern Faith underwent little or no change. I would
argue, however, that for the average person-in-the-pew there were dramatic
changes. Court cases sprung up in every parish of the new Diocese to decide
if parish properties were Orthodox or Greek Catholic. In most cases, faithful
lost their churches. In places like Windber, the Orthodox faithful had to celebrate the Divine Liturgy in a place called Solomon’s Hall. In many towns, new
Orthodox churches had to be built during this time of the Great Depression.
In places like my home town of Taylor, families mortgaged their homes to
construct a new church. Families were divided. I heard the story many times
of my grandfather’s death in 1939 at the age of 44. The family was so divided
by the movement to Orthodoxy that a large segment of the family would not
enter the new Orthodox church to attend his funeral.
This signing of the Confession by Bishop Orestes was a Triumph of Orthodoxy.
Those Carpatho-Russians who joined him had to struggle and fight to become and remain Orthodox. Bishop Orestes and those who stood with him
were truly Confessors of the Faith, that is, those who suffered for the sake of the
truth of Christ. While many in this new Orthodox flock could not define the
fine points of Orthodox teaching, they rejected their forced union with Rome
and desired to be Orthodox. Unlike the other immigrant Orthodox who were
also building their communities in America at that time, the Carpatho-Russians had to endure not only court cases, but also, at times, even physical violence and slander.

Another Conversion

T

he events of 1938 began the process of conversion to Orthodoxy of thousands of Carpatho-Russians, which has reached its maturity during the
episcopacy of Metropolitan Nicholas. Traditional Byzantine icons adorn our
churches. The traditional fasting discipline of the sainted Fathers and Mothers of Orthodoxy is widely practiced. Fuller liturgical cycles of Vespers, Matins,
Presanctified Liturgies, and Akathists are found in all parishes. But with these
external conversions to the fullness of Orthodoxy, the danger to us is that they
will remain simply external conversions. In my years attending two seminaries, I was often involved in classroom discussions in which it was argued that
if we just initiate the right liturgical changes, or the right icons, the Church will
improve. Just get the services right, use the correct liturgical rubrics, paint the
right icons. . . . Yet it was the Pharisees in Jesus’ day, those pious Jews who were
concerned with the proper adherence to every detail of the Law of Moses, who
received the sharpest condemnation from the Lord Jesus.
Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: ‘This people
honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. And in vain
they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men’
(Mark 7:6).

The problem with the Pharisees was that they were concerned primarily with
the outward forms of religion while the Lord Jesus was concerned with an
inner change, an inner conversion.
Now that we have been Orthodox Christians for 70 years, we face the same
danger: a concern for the outward expressions of our faith rather than inner
change and inner conversion. We face the problem of a generation of Orthodox Christians who are cultural Orthodox. Cultural Orthodox are Orthodox
Christians who identify themselves as members of the Orthodox Church that
was built by their parents or grandparents. They will observe the important
feastdays like Pascha and Christmas and observe all the traditions like Holy
Night Supper, Epiphany Home Blessings, Blessing of Paschal Food and will
support parish fundraisers. But what is missing is that which is most important: there has never been any real inner conversion to Christ. As St. Paul
wrote, they hold the form of religion but deny its power (2 Timothy 3:5). Orthodox theologian Dr. Bradley Nassif has such a story to tell:

I’m a cradle Orthodox, born of Lebanese parents. I had originally
intended to become a priest. But although I was religious, I was
also spiritually lost. Even though I went to church every week,
had read a lot and was morally upright, I had no personal relationship with Christ, nor did I have a clear understanding of what
the Gospel was. When I was 17, however, I had a life-changing
experience with God due in part of evangelical friends in high
school. Looking back, I had what Sts. Makarios of Egypt, Symeon
the New Theologian, and Gregory Palamas called “a conscious experience of God in the heart”. I went from a dead Orthodoxy of
the letter to a living Orthodoxy of the Spirit. My baptismal vows
were fulfilled.
To our discredit, we clergy have often neglected to tell our people that such an
inner conversion is necessary. I have been Orthodox my entire life, attended
church every Sunday, served as an Altar Boy, attended Diocesan events. I can
honestly say that I cannot remember a time when I was told that I needed an
inner conversion to Christ. I was told to pray, attend church and follow the
commandments, but I cannot recall being challenged with the necessity of
such an inner conversion. When we struggle with lack of attendance at services, Bible studies or retreats, these are but symptoms of this deeper problem.
When our young people want to live with their boyfriend/girlfriend and still
be part of the church, it is but a symptom of this inner problem. The solution is not information and education but conversion and transformation!
We are the children and grandchildren of converts to the Orthodox Faith,
people who struggled for the truth of Orthodoxy. Our struggle continues, a
struggle to enter more deeply into this Orthodox Faith which begins with a
personal conversion to Jesus Christ. Dr. Nassif cogently describes the challenge facing us:
The most urgent need in world Orthodoxy at this time is the need for
an aggressive internal mission of rededicating or converting our priests
and people to Jesus Christ.

Very Rev. Fr. Edward Pehanich

The 23rd Diocesan “Know Your
Faith” Educational Conference!
On: Saturday, September 13, 2008
At: Camp Nazareth Mercer, Pennsylvania
9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.
MORNING SESSIONS— The Psalms: Expressions of the Human Spirit—
by The Very Reverend Robert Prepelka, Pastor of St. John the Baptist
Orthodox Church in Ambridge, Pennsylvania and Dean of the Pittsburgh Deanery Churches. Fr. Prepelka is a graduate of Christ the Saviour Seminary (Lic.Th. Degree) and Duquesne University (BS in
Education). Father Prepelka will delve into the spiritual depths of the
Old Testament Book of Psalms and discuss their importance in the
spiritual growth of the Orthodox Christian. Some background and
exegesis of various Psalms will be provided.
AFTERNOON SESSIONS—Orthodox Christian School: How to Survive
and Thrive—by Dr. Christal Chaney. Dr. Chaney is the Executive Director of T.H.E.O.S. (The Three Hierarchs Eastern Orthodox School).
She has received her Ph.D. in Education and is a Professor at the Point
Park State University in Pittsburgh Pennsylvania. The T.H.E.O.S. is
sponsored by the Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania where Dr. Chaney is a parishioner. Dr. Chaney will discuss the importance of receiving an Orthodox Christian Education
and the role played by an Orthodox Parochial School. She will share
some ideas on starting and maintaining such Orthodox Christian educational institutions, using T.H.E.O.S as a example.
Register by calling Camp Nazareth (724-662-4840) or Father Bachofsky at (330-372-9778 or otecken@yahoo.com.) by September
8th. Adult Registration Fee—$15.00 and students $12.00. Checks
made payable To “Camp Nazareth”. You may register at the conference.

Come and join us in a day of prayer, study, personal and
spiritual reflection at the Diocesan Ed Conference 08!
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in Bethany: “ONLY ONE THING IS NEEDFUL.” Because of our life’s potential brevity, it is essential to live it properly each and every day. What constitutes “living our days like we should?” Every day must be one of service to
Christ, His Church and our fellow man. Every day must be viewed as an opportunity to practice the Gospel and share it with others. And yes, every day
must be lived as if it were our last—where we may hear the Voice of God saying to us the words He spoke to the rich fool in the parable that bears his
name: “This night I demand your life.”
When all is said and done, I hardly think the Lord will ask us on Judgment
Day if we ever went to the Grand Canyon or if we visited the Taj Mahal, but
He will want to know if our “top 100 list” included ministering to the poor,
the needy, the sick and the imprisoned. If we are most concerned about following Christ and living according to His teachings, our ultimate journey will
lead us to the Kingdom of Heaven—which should be first on anyone’s list of
things to do and places to see! And rest assured: it will beat a voodoo pilgrimage to Haiti by a mile!
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IOCC Expands Assistance to those
Displaced by Georgian Conflict

Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor
The Church Messenger

DEEPEST SYMPATHIES ARE
EXPRESSED TO:
Deacon Michael Kozar on the falling asleep of
his wife, +EVELYN KOZAR.
Pani Barbara Psenechnuk on the falling asleep
of her mother, +HELEN KRALICK

Eternal Memory!
Prayers and best wishes go out to the Very Rev. Fr.
John Fencik as he recovers from his recent surgery.
Cards may be sent to:
90 West 30th Street
Bayonne, New Jersey 07002
Many Years!

Is your husband or wife serving our country in Iraq or
Afghanistan?
Is your son or daughter? We, the Ambridge A.C.R.Y., would like to let
them know we appreciate their sacrifice and are praying for them with occasional “Care Packages.” Where are they? Send their name and address to
us and we will be mailing a package to them filled with many things as well
as the intangible - our and love and prayers. This project can’t get out of the
idea phase without your cooperation. Send information to:
Ambridge A.C.R.Y.
Ms. Barbara Coe
243 Columbia Dr.
Aliquippa, PA 15001
barbnharry@earthlink.net

The U.N. estimates that more than 127,000 people have been uprooted from their homes due to the conflict in Georgia. IOCC has distributed essential food and hygiene supplies to families in Tbilisi and is
working with the Russian Orthodox Church to assist refugees in North Ossetia. (photo credit: D. Dzotsendize/IOCC Georgia)

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND — “Many of the displaced people we are seeing from South Ossetia are farmers who have never lived without a piece of
land to farm or raise cattle so it has been difficult for them to take shelter in
Tbilisi,” said IOCC Georgia Program Manager Darejan Dzotsenidze. She was
describing some of the nearly 1,000 individuals that IOCC has assisted with
emergency food and hygiene supplies since August 13. More than 127,000
people have been displaced from their homes in Georgia and the region of
South Ossetia since the conflict began on August 8.
IOCC’s latest distribution on Wednesday, August 20, provided one-week rations of pasta, rice, buckwheat, canned fish and tea to 340 individuals who
have taken shelter in a children’s summer camp near Tbilisi. Dzotsenidze says
the displaced families include South Ossetians, ethnic Russians, and Georgians. Most of the displaced Georgians fled heavy fighting in the western town
of Gori.
As American military shipments of food and non food items are distributed
in and around Tbilisi, IOCC will expand its assistance to other parts of the
country such as Gori and southern areas that are in greater need than the capital. Russia’s Ministry of Emergency Situations has reported that about 15,000
displaced people have returned to South Ossetia and that another 13,000 are
still in North Ossetia. IOCC’s Moscow office is currently coordinating with
the Russian Orthodox Church to deliver relief supplies to those who have fled
to the Russian Federation.
Since the early 1990s, IOCC has been active in both Russia and Georgia working in cooperation with the Georgian and Russian Orthodox Churches to provide food assistance, agricultural development, school repair and micro finance
programs.
To help in providing emergency relief, call IOCC’s donation hotline toll-free
at 1-877-803-4622, make a gift on-line at www.iocc.org, or mail a check or
money order payable to “IOCC” and write “Conflict in the Caucasus” in the
memo line to: IOCC, P.O. Box 630225, Baltimore, Md. 21263-0225.
IOCC, founded in 1992 as the official humanitarian aid agency of the Standing
Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA), has implemented over $275 million in relief and development programs in 33 countries
around the world.

ENCLOSED IS MY CONTRIBUTION TO THE
DIOCESAN DONORS FUND FOR THE YEAR 2008:

Please make all checks payable to “2008 Distinguished Diocesan Donors,”& send to:
Office of the Diocesan Treasurer
Diocesan Administration Building
312 Garfield
Johnstown, PA 15906

PERIODICAL

Name: ________________________________
Address: _______________________________
City: ____________ State: _____ Zip: _______
Parish: ________________________________

