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Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord, God and Saviour,
Jesus Christ
Office of the
Metropolitan
312 Garfiled Street
Johnstown, Pennsylvania
Prot. 184
To the Reverend and Very
Reverend Clergy, and
Devout Faithful of this
God-Beloved Diocese:

Christ is Born!
Glorify Him!
Christos Razdajetsja!
Slavite Jeho!

I

greet all of you with the
words of the Archangel:
"Fear not: for, behold, I
bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to
all people. For unto you is
born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord" (Luke
2:10-11).
And I invite you to sing
with the Angelic Choir:
"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men"
(Luke 2:14).
What a mighty announcement that was to the poor Shepherds!
What a bright star that shone in the darkness to the Wise Men!
What a heavenly, glorious gift was carried in the womb of a poor
young Virgin, seated upon a donkey, accompanied by an old carpenter!
In Bethlehem, the richest, most majestic Gift of all time was hidden in obscurity. It was hidden in the familiarity of the poor, not
exalted in the celebrity of the powerful. This Gift was not
enthroned in a rich palace, but was camouflaged in a lowly manger,
within a cave of the earth.

It was only in such a place,
and with such a people, that
God came to set His
dwelling among men. It was
here that the Infinite
Beauty of Divinity came to
establish peace on earth and
the Good Will of the
Gospel.
Why in a cave? Why with
the poor? Because there was
no room anywhere, or with
anyone, else. There was no
other place or people.
Remember – “there was no
room in the Inn.”
There is still no room for
the Child Christ, the Prince
of Peace. Just as the whole
civilized world was too busy
with the census, the wars
and commerce at the
Nativity of Christ, so the
world today is too busy
with the economy, wars and
the business of the holidays.
There are many seasonal lights
and decorations, and there are many songs, many things to do,
many people to see, appointments to keep. There is hustle and bustle and shopping galore. But there is no time and no place for the
Infant Prince of Peace.
The business of the Inn--where there was no room--and the economy of the marketplace--where there is never time enough--will
make you tired but never warm. It may leave you cold and sad, but
not strong and glad. There is entertainment to be sure, and there
are parties, concerts, recitals and travel, but there is not enough
peace.

Christ is Born!

- cont’d on page 3
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Christmas 2007:
How “Calm and Bright” Is It?

B

ack in the 60’s one of the most
popular musical groups was the
duo of Paul Simon and Art
Garfunkel. For over 10 years we of
that generation listened to their
songs—all of which had haunting
harmony and often an equally
haunting message. Of their many
recordings, by far their most controversial was entitled “The Seven
O’clock News/ Silent Night.” The
popular carol was sung beautifully by
Simon and Garfunkel, accompanied
simply by an acoustic guitar. As they
sang, you began to faintly hear the
sound of a simulated newscast in the
background, reporting on the top
stories of the day. Now keep in mind
that this was recorded in 1966, so
the commentator was speaking of
issues such as civil rights, protest
marches by Dr. Martin Luther King,
demonstrations against the Vietnam
War, drugs, violence and poverty.
The longer the song goes on, the
louder the news commentary

becomes, with the refrains of “Silent
Night” softly fading to a whisper.
Eventually “Silent Night” is drowned
out by the dark and restless news of
the day.
The message of the song is quite
clear: all is NOT calm…all is NOT
bright, and the “peace on earth, good
will to men” that the angels sang
about on the first Christmas are
nothing more than empty words
about virtues and values that are
extremely difficult to find today.
Like it or not, that message is an
accurate one. Indeed, we could take
that same musical concept today—
some 40 years later—and write
something with an identical social
m
e
s
s
a
g
e
.
Truthfully, we could pinpoint any
period in history and do the same
thing. Even when “Silent Night” was
written in the early 1800’s, life in its
native Austria was far from perfect—
in fact, the rarely sung 5th verse of
the carol (I’ll bet you didn’t know
– cont’d on page 5
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Neighbor…Faith…Love…

T

he words neighbor, faith and
love—as well as those of believing, fasting, prayer, sin, forgiveness
and mercy—are deeply rooted in our
lives as Orthodox Christians. As
spirit-filled Christians, these words
impact our spiritual lives to maturity
with a meaning and understanding
of our lives to follow Christ, not only
on Sundays, but, without exception.
We live in a secular society where
churches are closing or consolidating
due to lack of membership. A recent
survey revealed that only 40% of a
church’s membership attends regularly. Astounding! Contrast this to
attendance at any major sporting
event, where stadiums and arenas are
sold out on a regular basis. People
will pay ridiculous prices for tickets
and utter not a word of complaint!
Yes, Christians have become
engulfed in this rage of secular phenomena.
The initials “NFL” are letters with
which we can all identify—especially
on Sundays from 1 P.M. until 11
P.M. They raise the level of satisfaction of desire within ourselves and
bring about the complete absenteeism of our spirituality on the
Lord’s Day.
There is an “NFL” in our lives, however, with the perfect fit of sustaining
spirituality in our relationship to our
neighbor, our faith and our love for
Jesus Christ. In the Gospel of St.
Matthew, we find Jesus responding
to a lawyer’s question: “What is the
greatest commandment in the Law?”
with this profound answer: “You
shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul and
with all your mind. And the second
is like it: YOU SHALL LOVE
YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” In both the Old and New
Testaments, there are encounters
with neighbors. Likewise, we are surrounded by neighbors on our streets
and in our communities on a daily
basis. They are not, however, limited
to our immediate living vicinity, but
rather, as our Lord teaches, our
neighbor can be anyone with whom
we come in contact that may need
our assistance.
By definition, faith is our belief and
trust in Christ as one’s Savior. The
effects of this faith are: freedom from

the power of the devil, the attainment of virtue, the progress towards
perfection and union with God.
Jesus made reference to faith on
numerous occasions in the Gospels:
“O you of little faith” (Matthew
6:30)…”I have not found such great
faith in all of Israel” (Matthew 8:10)
and “Increase our faith” (Luke 17:5)
just to mention a few. Faith in Christ
strengthens our ability to overcome
obstacles in our lives that seem
unconquerable, erases doubt that we
may see the best when we encounter
the worst and that when we walk
with Jesus—even though there is
darkness—we are guided by the One
Who enlightens the world. Saving
faith is the total response of our
entire being to the will of God.
In 1 John 4:7, we read: “Beloved, let
us love one another, for LOVE IS
OF GOD, and everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God. He
who does not LOVE, does not know
God, FOR GOD IS LOVE.” Love is
the foundation of our life’s existence
from the time of our birth until the
time of our death. There is love at
the birth of a child…there is love of
parents…there is love of family…there is love of life…there is love
in marriage…there is love of
work…there is love in almost everything. Still, love of God is the greatest expression of this virtue.
Unfortunately, there is no accurate
way of measuring love in detail,
other than expressing it through our
lives as Christians. Jesus reminded
His disciples to love one another as
He loved them. When the Apostles
began to spread the Gospel, they
were always recognized by their love
for Christ, as well as their love for
one another. Many times, we
Christians bury our love of Christ
because we are fearful of its reception
by others. The saints and martyrs
were prime examples of people who
expressed their love of Jesus and His
Gospel without fear of its consequences—even if it meant death.
Can you imagine: if love totally governed our lives, there would be no
cause for war, hatred, crime and lack
of understanding among God’s children!
So remember this: the initials “NFL”
are not limited to athletic competi– cont’d on page 5
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-Nativity Archpastoral, cont’d from page 1

There is no room in the modern Christmas for peace, because there is no
room for the Prince of Peace. There remains no room in the Inn.
And that is why God gave Jesus to the poor. The rich are too busy, too
impressed with the big, shiny packages under the tree. They have grown too
accustomed to the comforts of the world, to used to their own sufficiency
and luxury to notice the small, obscure package of a Cave and a Manger, of
an unknown King of an undiscovered Country, an ox and a donkey who
knew enough to worship, a carpenter and the Queen of Heaven, and the
Prince of Peace Who had come into a world that had forgotten what true
Peace ever was.
What the rich leave unopened, the poor receive with humble thanks. God
announced to the Shepherds and Wise Men the Nativity of His Son, the
Incarnation of the Prince of Peace. And through them, He has announced
this Heavenly Gift unto us.
It is up to us to receive this Gift of Divine Grace, and to make room for the
Prince of Peace. There was not room in the Inn for Him, but there can be
room in your heart for Christ the Lord. There can be room at your table, in
your home and in your church. There can be, and there must be, room in
this Diocese for the Prince of Peace.
In the Sacraments and in our prayers, the Holy Spirit brings us to Jesus
Christ, Who conducts us to the Father. Christ is called the Prince of Peace
because in His Body that we receive in the Eucharist, and in His Body that
we become under His Headship, we are plunged into the Energetic fellowship of the Holy Trinity. This Fellowship is the Place of Wholeness in a shattered world, the Peace of Salvation from spiritual decay, the Peace of Beauty
and Goodness in an age of pollution and contempt, the Peace of Love that
is stronger than death in a world of war, and the Peace of the very
Personhood of Christ.
This is the Peace you can find only in the Prince of Peace. And that is why
He, the Second Person of the Trinity, has come: He has come to be the Word
of God the Father, to announce, through the witness of the Holy Spirit, that
the Church is now a New World of Paradise.
So let us receive this Gift of the Prince of Peace, and let us enjoy it together
this Christmas Day, and let us rehearse its Mysteries forever. Let us be
changed by this most majestic Gift, and let us be renewed and healed by the
Peace of the Holy Trinity. Let us rejoice with the Theotokos and Joseph the
Carpenter. Let us bow down in adoration with the poor Shepherds and the
travel-weary Wise Men.
And best of all, let us sing with the Angels "Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward men."
Let us sing of Peace on earth, for that Peace is Christ Himself, Jesus our Lord,
the Prince of Peace.
Granting you my festival Archpastoral blessings on this glad Nativity season,
I remain

Official
Notice
Ordinations
SUB-DEACON ROBERT KUCHTA, ordained to the Diaconate in Saint
Michael Church, St. Clair, PA on October 28 and officially attached
to Saint Michael Church, St. Clair, PA.
READER GAIUS GROMM, ordained to the Sub-diaconate in St. John
the Baptist Church, East Pittsburgh, PA on November 20.
READER MATTHEW STAGON, ordained to the Sub-diaconate in St.
John the Baptist Church, East Pittsburgh, PA on November 20.

Assignments
VERY REV. STEPHEN KUNDLA, at his own request, relieved of his
responsibilities as Pastor of Saints Peter and Paul Church, Central
City, PA, and placed on retirement status, effective December 10.
FATHER ELIJAH BREMER, appointed Administrator of St. Mary
Church, Jenners, PA, effective August 1, and appointed temporary
Administrator of Saints Peter and Paul Church, Central City, PA,
effective December 10.

Email Address Change
Effective immediately, the email address for Very Rev. Fr. Mark
Leasure has been changed to fr.mal@comcast.net. All photograph
submissions for publication in The Church Messenger should be sent
directly to Fr. Mark. Likewise, our readers are reminded that all
articles and text submissions for publication should be sent directly to Protopresbyter Michael Rosco, Editor of The Church
Messenger, at MRosco2@excite.com or frmsr@hotmail.com.

Most sincerely yours in the Grace of Christ,

+Metropolitan Nicholas

Silver Jubilee
Celebration
JOHNSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA
– On March 13, 2008, His
Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas
will celebrate the 25th Anniversary of
his Consecration to the Episcopacy.
The Chancery, therefore, wishes to
formally announce that this Silver
Jubilee will be solemnly observed on
Bright Friday—May 2, 2008—with
appropriate liturgical and social
events being planned. The celebration will take place in Johnstown,
Pennsylvania. As additional plans are
finalized, the clergy and faithful of
our Diocese will be updated frequently.

Festal Greetings on this
Feast of Our Lord’s
Nativity
The Staff of The Church Messenger extends cordial greetings to His All-Holiness, Bartholomew,
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople;
to His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios,
Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of America & Exarch of the Ecumenical Throne;
to His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas of Amissos;
& to the Priests, Deacons, Seminarians, Monastics,
Cantors & Choir Directors;
& to all the Faithful of the Diocesan Family
& to all of our Readers:

Christ is Born!
Glorify Him!
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and the ancient organization of the Church throughout the
whole world, and the manifestation of the Body of Christ
according the successions of Bishops, by which successions
the bishops have handed down the Church which is found
everywhere; and the very complete tradition of the
Scriptures.

God Is With Us
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we
beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only Begotten of the Father,
full of grace and truth (St. John 1:14).

A

s we celebrate the season of Christmas, culminating in the Baptism of
our Lord, we must examine what exactly it is that we are celebrating. As
strange as it may seem today, the Church did not celebrate either the
Nativity of Christ or His Baptism for the first three centuries of Her existence. The dates of December 25th for the Nativity of the Lord and January
6th for His Baptism were arbitrarily chosen by the Church to supplant pagan
celebrations on those days, not because they had any historical significance
as being the actual dates of those events.
The greatest impetus for the Church to celebrate the Feast of the Lord’s
Birth and His Baptism undoubtedly stemmed from the early 4th century
heresy called Arianism.
Arius, the Arch-heretic as he has come to be known to generations of
theologians, was from the city of Alexandria, Egypt. This city was a cultural
cross road between east and west in the Roman Empire; it was the New York
City of its day, with many diverse cultures and peoples coming together.
The career of Arius was seemingly marked out beforehand in a revelation
to St. Peter of Alexandria, the last Patriarch (the Patriarchs of Alexandria are
called “Pope”) to suffer martyrdom before the Emperor, St. Constantine,
legalized the practice of the Christian Faith.
As a deacon in the Alexandrian Church, Arius was involved with a schismatic bishop and was excommunicated by the Patriarch. After some time he
feigned repentance in an effort to be readmitted to the Church again by St.
Peter of Alexandria.
By this time, St. Peter was in prison for his faith. He had a vision of
Christ Who spoke to him and warned him not to re-admit Arius to
Communion in the Church. When he inquired of the Lord as to why, the
Saviour told him: “It is Arius who will tear my seamless garment.” After St.
Peter’s martyrdom, his successor to the throne of Alexandia did readmit
Arius to the Church and he was ordained a priest.
In the year 319, in opposition to Patriarch Alexander of Alexandria,
Arius began teaching that Jesus was not God but only the first creation of God
and, therefore, as a creature, was not worthy of worship. He argued that
there was a time when God was not a Father and that the Son did not exist.
Using passages from the Old and New Testaments, taken out of context, he
gained many followers, much to the consternation of the rest of the Church.
A tall thin middle aged ascetic man who was very sincere in his beliefs, Arius
presented his teaching with clever songs and in worship that was entertaining to people.
The Arians, as His followers came to be called, continued to use the traditional Trinitarian formulas of the Church but reinterpreted them in a radical new way.
Until this time the Church did not have a formal statement of faith about
Who exactly Jesus was; although there had been heretical groups on the
fringes of the Church such as the Gnostics, they had little effect on the mainstream life of the Church. The Church did not feel a need for such a general statement of faith beyond local church creeds, which were used in
Baptism. The local churches embodied the Apostolic Faith, not in written
documents, but in the living voices of the bishops of the Church who taught
that which was received only several lifetimes earlier from the Apostles themselves.
Writing at the end of the second century A.D., Irenaeus of Lyons tells us
in his work, Against Heresies:
The true gnosis (knowledge) is the doctrine of the Apostles,

Arianism swept through the Eastern provinces of the Roman Empire and
threatened the stability of the Church, which had just been granted freedom
to worship and evangelize and the patronage of the Emperor Constantine
himself. In reaction to the crisis, Constantine summoned the bishops of the
Empire and beyond its borders to a Council convened in 325 A.D. in the
city of Niceae – today in northwest Turkey.
It was to the “living voices” of the bishops of the Church that
Constantine appealed to bear a collective witness to the memory of Who the
Apostles taught that Jesus was. Many of them came bearing scars from the
persecutions that still racked the Church at the beginning of the century. But
come they did - three hundred and eighteen of them from all over most of
the Roman Empire and beyond.
The Council, which was opened by the Emperor who restated his desire
for peace in the Church, left no detailed minutes that have survived.
However, the accounts of several eyewitnesses have come down to us. The
Nicene Fathers did state once and for all time the Apostolic memory of Jesus’
relationship to God the Father. Using a traditional Baptismal Creed from
Palestine, they clearly set forth that Jesus, the Incarnate Word of God, was
“homoousios,” that is, of the same substance as God the Father. (Our Diocesan
translation uses the word “consubstantial,” which comes into English via the
Latin translation of homoousios.) Very simply put, the Fathers stated that
Jesus and God the Father share the same divine essence and are both God, but
they are two distinct Persons. Since the Son is God as well as the Father, there
was never a time when the Son did not exist or that God was not a Father.
We still affirm every Sunday in the Creed of Niceae that Jesus is “consubstantial” or “of one essence” with the Father and is, therefore, God Himself.
Acting on the decree of the Council, the Emperor Constantine ordered
all of Arius’ works to be burnt and Arius himself was sent into exile, along
with two bishops present at the Council who supported his views and would
not be convinced otherwise.
The First Ecumenical Council did not put an end to the Arian question.
Arius had many supporters in the household of Constantine who some years
later were able to persuade him that the punishment meted out to Arius was
too harsh. Arius, by now an elderly man, was summoned to Constantinople
where he presented a “confession of faith” that was deemed to be Orthodox
enough and the Emperor ordered him readmitted to the Church.
The Patriarch of Constantinople and his staff, believing that Arius’ confession was intended for political ends and was not sincere, were upset with
this pronouncement, though they did not wish to offend the Emperor.
However, Providence interceded. On the Saturday before the Sunday
that Arius was to be readmitted to Communion with the Church, he was
lead by the call of nature to a public restroom. As he was sitting, answering
the call, he died.
The fact that he died suddenly and unexpectedly and in such a compromising situation was taken by the Emperor Constantine and by many other people in the Church to be proof that Arius was acting in bad faith and the
Saviour Himself had intervened to prevent his reception back into the
Church. The Church historian Sozomen has an interesting comment on
this. He writes:
It became manifest that the Arian madness could not be fellowshipped by the Saviour both here and in the Church of
the Firstborn. … It is said that for a long period of time subsequently no one would make use of the seat on which he
(i.e. Arius) died. Those who were compelled by the necessities of nature…when they entered the place spoke to one
another to avoid the seat, and the place was shunned afterwards because Arius had there received the punishment of his
impiety. At a later time a certain rich and powerful man, who
had embraced the teachings of Arius, bought the public place
and built a house on the spot, in order that the occurrence
might fall into oblivion and that there might be no perpetual memorial of the death of Arius.
The death of Arius in such a manner did not, as Sozomen suggests, bring
an end to Arianism. In fact, the Arians grew stronger politically and were
even able to win over the Roman Emperor Constantius, the son of
Constantine, to their position against the Orthodox. During his reign, most
Orthodox bishops were exiled and replaced with Arian ones. It took most of
the rest of the century for the Orthodox to come again to the forefront as far
– cont’d on page 6
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by Emily Hunter

“It is God who brought me to His Church so that I might be closer to Him”

A

conversation was cut short by the sound of a
bell being rung and the congregation standing up. I looked around at the people in the
church as some of them crossed themselves
and others stood completely still as if intently waiting for something. I couldn’t help but
wonder what it was they seemed to be waiting so earnestly for. My attention was soon
brought back to the front when I heard the
words, “Blessed is the Kingdom of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit” come from that Altar. At those
words, a voice inside me told me that what I
was about to experience was going to be different from anything I had ever been
exposed to.
Throughout the Liturgy, the two sisters
whom I had met before the service whispered things into my ear explaining what
was going on. Following Liturgy, everyone
was invited to the parish hall for coffee and
a light lunch. Once in the hall, I was greeted by a myriad of Christian backgrounds. I
quickly learned that roughly one-third of
Christ the Savior was made up of converts. I
was also told that the parish priest, Father
Maxym Lysack, was the Orthodox chaplain
at the university I attended and that he led a
Bible study and OCF meeting there every
week. And so my journey into the Orthodox
Church began.
Roughly seven months later, I was received
by Chrismation into the Church on the eve
of the feast of St. Mary of Egypt. People
often ask me why I converted to Orthodoxy

s September neared its end, I couldn’t help but think back to where I
had been a year earlier. I remember
walking down the streets of Chinatown
looking past the different Asian food stores
for some sign of a church. Although I knew
that the parish I was looking for was in the
area, I couldn’t help but wonder if I was on
a wild goose chase. All of a sudden, I found
myself in front of a beautiful, white church
adorned with large domes. Without any hesitation or second thoughts, I walked in.
I was warmly greeted by a man standing
behind the counter in the narthex and welcomed to go into the nave. As I walked past
the pews, I was overcome with a sense of
quiet and peacefulness. The church smelled
of incense, was dimly lit by candles, and
icons of the Saints hung along the walls. I
was told that I had missed Vespers but that
Liturgy would be served the following
morning at ten o’clock. I left a few minutes
later, got into my car and headed home. I
look back at myself then with a smile. I was
completely unaware to how the Lord was
working in my life, and gently leading me
closer to Him.
Surprisingly, for an eighteen year old, I
woke up early the next morning. I remembered that Liturgy was at ten and thought to
myself that I might as well go check it out
since I was already awake. So I left my house
and drove to Chinatown. As I walked into
the church I was again hit with the same
sense of calmness. I sat in the back row and
was welcomed by two parishioners. Our
Emily Hunter

– cont’d on page 4
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C AMP N AZARETH

Katie Verbitsky works on her prayer rope during some
free time at Camp Nazareth.

S

ometimes I feel like the world has me
trapped. There are so many bad
things, things we shouldn’t be doing
or seeing, material things that we don’t really need, things that move us away from
God, and even ways that we shouldn’t be
acting or talking. But yet it is so hard. How
do you stop, change, move closer and give
up the things of the world? People don’t
understand any more that the world is different and it has changed. We are living in
a time of electronics and new discoveries.
Kids hardly play outside any more, because
they would rather play video games or
watch television.
It’s hard to get close to God when the
whole world is pushing you in a different
direction. The world keeps you so busy that
it is so hard to slow down and even think
about what is more important. School,
work, sports, clubs, after school activities,
and chores; sometimes it’s even hard to fit
in dinner. Then you get really bummed
when you finally realize that it’s getting late
and you still have homework to do and you
are so tired that all you want to do is lie in
bed and watch TV. Your days fly by and
every morning you have to rip your body
away from your bed just to do it all over
again. We don’t even think about God until
Sunday morning, that is if we are even
strong enough to go to church.
It’s not just the world that may frustrate
us, it’s our friends. Everyone has those
friends that they do everything with and
they can talk to them about anything. No
matter what, they will always be there and
understand. You love to do things together,
go out and have a good time or even stay in
and just hang out. But when you think
about it, can you really talk to you friends
about what is most important? Can you
have conversations about God, church, and
religion? Or if you start talking about it will
they think you’re weird, get scared away, or

by Katie Verbitsky
freak out? There are kids in school that
don’t act very Christian and some that
never see the inside of a church. Some will
act badly and others may even persuade
you to act sinfully. Sometimes it seems like
life is a game and those who run to God
end up being the winners. Life can just get
too stressful and too hard, but when summer comes I feel relief.
Every year since I was eight I have been
going to camp. Camp teaches us how to
deal with our everyday problems. It gives us
a chance to figure out who we are and what
kind of person we are going to become. It’s
good to get away from your parents and
realize what kind of person you are going to
be without them over your shoulder telling
you how to act. At camp you can clear your
head, think about things, and make good
decisions. You get a chance to learn things
about your faith that you may have never
known and find answers to the questions
that you have always had.
Camp takes you away from the worldly
things that pull us away from Christ. There
are no TV’s, cell phones, or computers.
This gives us a chance to live fully for God.
We play games and do activities to show us
that we can have fun and still act like a
Christian.
God grows within us at camp, and we
experience friendships that last a lifetime. It
feels so good to spend a week with other
people who know exactly what you are feeling, thinking, and going through. These
friends are just like your friends at home,
but they are better!!!! You can talk about
your faith, and you can have fun without
sin. Most importantly you can pray and
sing together. When everyone in camp
stands up and sings together you can
almost feel all of the angels in the room

next to you just watching and praying. You
can feel a weird chill up your spine. The
warmest, greatest feeling will fill your heart
like you are doing something that is more
important for the first time. Friends at
camp mean more than anything. The bond
becomes so solid, and you will experience
more joy and love over one week than you
did all year. By the end of the week you will
have realized that this is the way we should
be living, and this is the way we want to
stay. It’s hard to leave camp and tears roll
from everyones’ eyes. Maybe this is because
we know we are leaving something really
great behind. Or we feel like we are saying
good bye to Christ, because we know once
we get back out into the world we won’t
have time for Him any more.
It doesn’t have to be this way. We listen to
the words we are taught at camp and we
each take a little piece of camp home with
us. Our friends at home think we are weird
and sometimes make fun of us when we tell
them we had a blast at church camp. We
show them pictures and tell stories.
However, they will never understand,
because they didn’t share our joy in God.
They will never be like our friends at camp
and they just aren’t Orthodox. Camp is not
just a great experience every summer, it is a
transformation. We all turn into little
Christs and every time we leave camp and
tell our other friends what they are missing
we are changing the world. We change the
world, because camp changes us. With
every sad tear we shed when we have to
leave, hope is planted. Hope that next summer will come sooner; hope that we all will
keep growing in Christ, and hope to spread
our faith throughout the world! Who
knows if I’d be the same person if I didn’t
go to camp? I would miss out on great
memories, friendships, and FAITH!

Katie Verbitsky (back row, second from the left) is pictured with friends from cabin 1 during week one of the
Diocesan Camping Sessions.
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Reflecting on the Annual Jr. ACRY Encounter
by Rachel Pribish
crosses that they were able to take
home at the end of the weekend.
Soon after it was time to get
dressed for one of the most fun
parts of the weekend: the football
game! Every year we play a game of
touch football. The game was
competitive but full of fun and
laughs.

Junior A.C.R.Y. Encounter participants are shown playing a game of Monopoly with Amy
Oblinsky, newly appointed adviser to the Juniors by the National Senior A.C.R.Y.
President, Matthew Peifer.
If you’ve ever spent a week at Camp
Nazareth during the summer, it’s
safe to bet that when you get home
on Saturday, you start counting
down the days until you can go
back the next summer. I know
that’s always how I felt, and it’s why
I started to go for more than one
w
e
e
k
.
You know what’s more beautiful
than Camp in the summer though?
CAMP IN THE FALL!
Every year, the National Jr.
ACRY hosts a weekend encounter
for anyone in the camper age range
(7-18). It’s a week long camp session jam packed into one weekend!
This year, the encounter was held
from November 9-11 and there
were 27 campers there! It may not
seem like a lot if you’re used to big
weeks at camp, but more than half
the people drove more than 5 hours
to spend just so they could be
there.

The weekend started on Friday
night when campers started to
arrive. A movie was shown and
Camp director Fr. Michael Ellis
provided all campers and chaperones with some snacks for the
night. After lights out, the chaperones waited until about midnight
for the van from Binghamton to
arrive, and after some mattress
shifting, everyone was in bed for
the night, and we all needed rest for
the busy day ahead.
Saturday started with morning
prayers and breakfast as usual. We
then moved on to a religious education talk by National Jr. ACRY
spiritual advisor Fr. Miles Zdinak
on the difference between truth
and lies. He also spoke about how
the Church and the world we live
in interpret truth and lies differently. After his talk, it was time for
lunch. Next we had arts and crafts.
The campers made bookmark

DDD dinner in Scranton.

On Sunday morning, Fr. Miles
celebrated the Divine Liturgy, and
all the campers participated in
singing the responses. After the
Liturgy, we all took a group photo
in the church. Breakfast came next
as we all neared the time we had to
depart. Slowly, people made their
After this, we cleaned up and got way to cabins A & B to pack their
ready
for
vespers. things.
This was followed by dinner and a
So, do you have to wait an entire
short amount of free time in order year to get another experience? No
to get ready for the campfire. Alex w
a
y
!
and Eli Hecox ran the campfire, The Jr. ACRY hosts a weekend
and it was a sight to be seen. encounter EVERY NOVEMBER
Everyone participated and had a on Veteran’s Day weekend. The
good time, singing all our favorite best part? You don’t have to be a Jr.
songs that we sing at camp every ACRY member to attend, but
summer. After the campfire, it was maybe once you do, you’ll want to
time to head upstairs to the dining join. Next year the Jr. ACRY will
hall for the dance! I told you we celebrate their 25th anniversary
packed all the best things about and will be celebrating it during
camp into one weekend! Kris the weekend encounter at camp.
Carlisle, Ryan Ferko, and John We hope to see a lot of new faces
Fucsko played “DJ” as Father Ellis and people who come for the love
had to leave early to attend the of the camp. A special thanks to Fr.

Young people are shown making laminated crosses and finger weavings during the Junior
A.C.R.Y. Encounter held at Camp Nazareth.

Reflections from a “Rookie” Counselor
by Stephanie Coffman
lthough I’ve been a camper at Camp Nazareth for the past eight years, this was my first summer on staff. It was an amazing experience that was
made possible by Fr. Michael, Pani Jesica, the entire CN staff, and, of course, Jesus Christ!
Though I attend Divine Liturgy every Sunday, I had the opportunity to live a life in Christ for an entire month. I learned that living a life in Christ
does not just mean going to church whenever possible, but to act a certain way all the time. The general rule of thumb for this was also this summer’s
theme: I Corinthians, 10:31. “Whatever you do, do all to the Glory of God!” Simply put by Fr. Michael, if you don’t think you should be doing it, you
probably shouldn’t. I have tried to apply this to my life everyday both at
camp and back at home.
This, however, was not the only thing I learned this summer. Living with
sixteen children for eight weeks was an experience unlike anything I’ve ever
done before. Yes, I was a camper, but it was a totally different experience
being the one in charge of the children. Every camper had her own personality and it was a challenge to deal with sixteen different personalities at
once. It was a big adjustment from dealing with only three brothers at
home, but I learned a lot from my campers each week. Spending so much
time with the children gave me some valuable insight and experience for
what I will encounter in my future occupation as an elementary school
teacher.
Overall, the month I spent at camp was amazing. If given the chance, I
would, without a doubt, do it all again. I would like to thank Fr. Michael
and Pani Jesica for giving me this opportunity and the rest of the staff for
making my time at camp the experience it was.
Stephanie Coffman is picured with her family during a visit to Camp Nazareth.

A
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‘Tis the Season….
for Giving!

Emily Hunter is shown with Thomas Beebe of cabin 3 during week three of
the Diocesan Camping Sessions.
-Journey to Orthodoxy, cont’d from page 1

O

ne of my favorite stories about St.
Nicholas involved a man and his
three daughters. In the days that St.
Nicholas lived, if a woman was to marry, her
father had to offer a dowry, which was something of value, to the potential husband.
The larger the dowry, the better the chance
the woman would find a good husband. The
man in our story had fallen on hard times,
and didn’t have enough money to provide
one dowry, let alone three for all of his
d a u g h t e r s .
With seemingly no chance of getting married, the daughters would have most likely
been sold into slavery. St. Nicholas, who
came from a wealthy family, visited the man’s
home in secret three nights in a row, and
threw a bag of gold through the window
each night. Each bag of gold was more than
enough for the father to use as a dowry. The
man, wanting to know who had provided
him with this blessing, waited up and caught
St. Nicholas on the third night. Upon seeing
that it was St. Nicholas who had been providing the gold, the man asked why he had
done it. St. Nicholas answered, “because you
needed it.” The man asked why St. Nicholas
had not let him and his family know who he
was. St. Nicholas answered, “Because it’s
good to give and have only God know about
it.”
During the Christmas season, there will be
a lot of focus on what people WANT for
Christmas. Our society is very much a
“GIVE ME” and “GOTTA HAVE” society.
This is why St. Nicholas is such an important Saint for us to venerate and remember.

There are many, many stories of his generosity just like the one of the man and his three
daughters. St. Nicholas is a tremendous
example for us of love and caring and living
a life in Christ, and especially of being giving. We can follow his example by trying
our best to give of ourselves during the
Nativity fast, leading up the birth of our savior. We can give of our time to our families.
There is always a lot to do around the house
at
the
holidays.
We can help out in whatever way that we
can. We can give of our time to the Church.
There is a lot of preparation that goes into
the Nativity in our Churches as well.
Perhaps we can be of assistance there. We
can give back to our communities. Many
people need help during this time of the year.
Perhaps there are items we could help donate
or deliver to food banks, or soup kitchens.
Many charities deliver toys to children and
families in need. These are all things we can
take part in. Ask your parents to help you,
or try to organize an activity in your Church
with your Jr. ACRY or youth group.
Remember when we do these things that
we don’t need to look for recognition or a pat
on the back. St. Nicholas gave of himself
when no one was looking. God sees what we
do, and knows the good deeds that we do for
others. The reward He will give us, eternal
life in His heavenly kingdom, is the best
This issue of Daylight is being sponsored
by St. Michael’s Church in Freeland,
Pennsylvania. Thank you and may God
bless you for your support.

and I always struggle in answering them. As I continue to
grow in my faith, I am coming to realize that through His
mercy, it is God Who brought me to His Church so that I
might be closer to Him.
Since my Chrismation, I have continued to immerse
myself into the life of the Church. I thank God every day for
all the blessings He has bestowed upon me and especially for
all the wonderful Christians He has placed in my life. I often
have to take time and sit back to ponder the magnitude and
the beauty of how Christ has so mercifully been present in
my life when I had done nothing to be worthy of it.
This is now my third semester as a member of the
University of Ottowa’s Orthodox Christian Fellowship. I still
attend the weekly Bible studies led by Father Maxym, as well
as participate in the events that are organized for the students. The Orthodox Campus Ministry has been such an
important part of my spiritual life as well as my university
experience. I know that this is the same for many other students. There have been times when there have not been
enough chairs to accommodate all the young people who
come to the Bible studies. What is beautiful is that it is proof
that young people are thirsty to hear the Word of God and
that they will show up to hear it.
This past summer, I worked at Camp Nazareth and it was
truly an experience of a life time. I cannot explain to you the
joy and inspiration it brought me by seeing our Diocesan
youth eating, playing and praying together. I watched as the
children grew in their faith and took ownership of their
Orthodoxy for three weeks, July through August. We are
blessed to have such a beautiful and Christ-centered camp
within our Diocese and I hope that all the Diocesan children
will be able to experience it. I often think of the other staff
and the wonderful girls that I got to know in my cabin this
summer. I look forward to seeing them all again next year
when I return as a counselor. God willing I will see you all
there also!

Emily Hunter is shown with fellow counselor, John Fucsko, and camper,
Stevi McQueen.
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Vatican Joins Historic Talks to End 950-Year Rift with
Orthodox Church
Ruth Gledhill, Religion Correspondent and Paul Bompard in Rome

(November 16, 2007 - The Times) The Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches took tentative steps towards
healing their 950-year rift yesterday by drafting a joint document that acknowledges the primacy of the Pope.
The 46-paragraph “Ravenna Document”, written by a special commission of Catholic and Orthodox officials,
envisages a reunified church in which the Pope could be the most senior patriarch among the various Orthodox
churches.
Just as Pope John Paul II was driven by the desire to bring down Communism, so Pope Benedict XVI hopes passionately to see the restoration of a unified Church. Although he is understood to favour closer relations with
traditional Anglicans, the Anglican Communion is unlikely to be party to the discussions because of its ordination of women and other liberal practices.
Unification with the Orthodox churches could ultimately limit the authority of the Pope, lessening the absolute
power that he currently enjoys within Catholicism. In contrast, a deal would greatly strengthen the Patriarch of
Constantinople in his dealings with the Muslim world and the other Orthodox churches.
Pope Benedict has called a meeting of cardinals from all over the world in Rome on November 23, when the
document will be the main topic of discussion. The Ravenna “road map” concedes that “elements of the true
Church are present outside the Catholic communion”.
It suggests that means “be sought out” to set up a new ecumenical council, similar to those of the early Church
which drew up the Nicene and other creeds, and to which Catholic and Orthodox bishops would be invited.
Such a council would attempt formally to end the schism of 1054 between East and West.
If the proposals move forward, the Pope would be acknowledged as the universal Primate, as he was before the
schism. Although it is not stated outright, he would be expected by the Orthodox churches to relinquish the doctrine of infallibility. The proposals could also allow married priests in the Catholic Church, as already happens
in the Orthodox.
However, continuing disputes within the Orthodox Church between Constantinople and Moscow mean that
there is unlikely to be agreement among the entire Orthodox community about reconciliation with Rome.
The document, The Ecclesiological and Canonical Consequences of the Sacramental Nature of the Church, has
been produced by a commission of Orthodox and Catholic bishops and theologians that met in Ravenna in western Italy last month. The Russian delegate walked out of the meeting, an indication of the enduring disputes
within the Orthodox Church.
Referring to the early councils of the Church, whose decisions are still central to doctrine throughout
Christendom, the document adds: “In the course of history, when serious problems arose affecting the universal
communion and concord between Churches – in regard either to the authentic interpretation of the faith, or to
ministries and their relationship to the whole Church, or to the common discipline which fidelity to the Gospel
requires – recourse was made to Ecumenical Councils.” These councils, which assembled bishops from Rome,
Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch and Jerusalem, are still regarded as binding by Catholics and the Orthodox
in particular. “The means which will allow the reestablishment of ecumenical consensus must be sought out,”
the document states.
The Catholics at the Ravenna meeting were led by Cardinal Walter Kasper, of the Council for Promoting
Christian Unity. The Orthodox were headed by Metropolitan Zizioulas, of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople.
A delegate from Moscow blamed Constantinople for upsetting the talks, and the final text published by the
Vatican was agreed without the input of the Moscow Patriarchate. After Rome and Constantinople, Moscow is
agreed to be third in the hierarchy of “equals”, but it is still at odds with Rome over the Uniate Catholics in
Ukraine, whose loyalty is to the Pope.
If the Orthodox were able to move closer to Rome, the Constantinople Patriarchate would have much stronger
influence in its dialogue with the Muslim world in Turkey and beyond. Healing the schism would in effect turn
Patriarch Bartholomew into an Orthodox “Pope”.
The document suggests that the Pope, always referred to in the text as “Bishop of Rome”, could be the “first”
among the regional patriarchs. But this would be only as a primus inter pares, with his authority resting firmly
on the support and consensus of the other patriarchs. “Certainly Rome could not be the absolute centre of
administration, with authority over all the others,” Greek Metropolitan Athanasios Chatzopoulos, one of the
participants of the Ravenna conference, said. “The ‘primus’ would not be able to do anything without the consent of the other Patriarchs.”

Page 5
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“Silent Night” had 5 verses!)
reflects on how “…long we had
hoped that He might, as our Lord,
free us of wrath.” Although Christ
was born at a time of relative calm
and peace in the world, it would
not be long before trouble, turmoil,
hatred, war and revolution—both
political and religious—rocked the
Roman Empire.
This is what we see going on
around us in 2007, and what has
been going on in the world since
the angels announced to the shepherds that they were bringing them
“tidings of great joy.” Yet in a way,
this IS the beautiful message of
Christmas—that God became Man
and came into the world: the real
world. He didn’t come into a perfect world—if it was perfect and we
were perfect, there would not have
been any need for His coming. No,
Christ came into a sinful world…a
suffering
world…an
angry
world…an unfair world…a dark
world…a world where, even today,
you must look long and hard to
find peace and good will. We do
not find it between nations…it
doesn’t exist in our cities and communities…sadly, often it is not even
present in our own family or within
the family of believers that we call
our church.
But rather than giving in and giving
up, believing that nothing will ever
change, it is our challenge and our
responsibility to do all we can to see
that life is CALM AND
BRIGHT—at least in our own little corner of the world. It is our
duty to be peaceful people. It is our
duty to be men and women of good
will—to show the world that these
virtues do exist. Christ is often
referred to as the “Light of the
world.” The fact that people still sit
in the darkness that the Prophet
Isaiah wrote about some 2,700
years ago is not an indictment of
that Light, but rather a revealing
commentary on those of us professing to be followers of the Child of
Bethlehem. The Prince of Peace has
not failed the world; we have failed
Him. We are called upon to be different and to be the example that an
unbelieving world needs to see. Our
actions must speak louder than any
words we may utter. The night may
be silent, but we cannot be!

-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page

tion aimed at attaining the Super
Bowl. The “NFL” of neighbor, faith
and love connected spiritually to
Jesus Christ has as its final outcome
the “Salvation Bowl,” where we
have all “…taken the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the Word of God.”
(Ephesians 6:17)
Very Rev. Fr. Theodore Z. Mozes
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Christmas In Bethlehem
by Helen Gibson
sleigh bells and snow drifts; plump English squires
wolfing plum pudding; trussed turkeys cooking in
electric ovens, slim church steeples in New
England villages, "Silent Night" sung tenderly in
Latin, a Macy's parade, a generous Dutch saint
and the clang of cash registers.

The silver star underneath the sanctuary of the Church of the Nativity
designates the place where Jesus Christ was born.

EDITOR'S NOTE: The following article was written in 1971, which is a further testimony to its
theme: The story of Christmas is timeless and changeless.
To Americans, Christmas in Bethlehem can be a
jarring experience.
This is partly because the sight of armed troops is
still an unusual sight to most Americans and in
Bethlehem, an occupied territory since the 1967
Arab-Israeli War, Uzzis are at least as common as
rosaries.
More than that, however, is the failure of
Bethlehem to fit the American image of the place
where Christ was born. Thanks in part to the photographic license of Hollywood moguls who saw
box office potential in the Christmas story, and in
part to the parochial sentimentality of Christmas
card artistry, Christmas to most Americans is
something quite unlike the pungent reality of the
small village where, 1,971 years ago, a carpenter's
wife gave birth to a child whose name would be
Jesus.
This vision of Christmas is an often amusing juxtaposition of admittedly picturesque, yet incompatible and frequently anachronistic elements:

-Spiritual Insights, cont’d from page 4

as the government went.
However, what did happen was that among
the faithful at large, especially among the newly
founded monastic communities in Egypt and
Palestine, through the work of churchmen like St.
Athanasios the Great, the Orthodox Faith
remained constant. The beliefs of Arianism were
more and more confined to the intellectual and
political elite. Although Arian churches would
continue to exist for several centuries afterward,
Arianism was reduced to sterility by the continuing defense of the Orthodox Faith.
The Arian vision of Christ is simply that of a
super angel Who ultimately, as a created being
Himself, has no power to save nor to mediate
between God and man. He is an uninteresting
and boring theological exercise, not the Saviour of
the world.
St. Jerome, writing in the waning years of the
Arian heresy, stated:
The whole world groaned when,
to its astonishment, it discovered
that it was Arian… The little ship
of the Apostles was in peril, driven by the winds and with her sides
buffeted by the waves. There was
now no hope. But the Lord
awoke, He commanded the

that first Christmas, and fields where stolid shepherds in sandals guard their flocks and where, at
Christmas, devout pilgrims come to sing of that
night so long ago or listen to the echoes of
Gregorian chant from candlelit cathedrals in the
town. And there are the children whose large
Bethlehem has nothing in common with such Eastern eyes reflect the ageless innocence of childimages. Bethlehem is an Eastern town with more hood.
than its share of the sounds, smells and sights that These traces of the past certainly do not override
give all Eastern communities their particular and the strident voice of the transistor, or muffle the
unforgettable flavor: muezzins chanting prayers ... exhaust of the buses careening by, or mute the
mosques standing in tranquil harmony with high cry of the Muslim call to prayer or the mutchurches ... a crowded "suq" redolent with sharp ter of a Boeing off to New York. But they do
strange smells ... narrow stone streets ... small endure, and in enduring remind us that
shops stuffed with statues carved from shell and Christmas, like truth, is a timeless and changeless
olive wood ... donkeys laden with boxes ... the thing.
black and white mosaic of cassocks, surplices and
sisters' habits ... the restless movement of peoples
in costumes from all over the world ... the shape of
arid hills in the distance ... an unseasonable
warmth.
To those who link the Christmas spirit to crisp
winter air and glowing cheeks, all this is unavoidably jarring—as is the stern surveillance by helmeted patrols, the density of the crowds, the
pedestrian architecture of the cathedrals, the hum
of tourists, and the constant clicking of cameras,
the tensions of a city dedicated to peace but torn
by war.
Yet it is the birthplace of Christ. And if the customs of the East disturb the visitors, they also
affirm a certain continuity of life. For despite the
lapse of centuries, Bethlehem retains an aura that
is visibly Biblical. Out beyond the town, for example, on winding roads leading to Jerusalem or distant Nazareth, stand villages hardly touched by
time, villages with wells dug centuries ago, where
women gather in robes that the Apostles would
have known and Mary might have worn. There “The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light.” A young
are olive groves too with trees planted long before boy lights a candle and offers a prayer in the Church of the Nativity.

storm, the beast died, and there
was calm once again.
The Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council
did not call their council “Ecumenical” save only
in the sense that it included participants from the
Roman oikoumene (the Roman sphere of influence).
Indeed, it was only through subsequent revelation of the Holy Spirit as expressed in the history of the Church that the statement of the Fathers
of Nicaea about the relationship of God the
Father and God the Son was valid for the whole
of the Church and for all time. The Church has
recognized, in the hundreds of local and general
councils called throughout the centuries, only six
others as having “Ecumenical” status - that is,
they manifested for the whole Church the witness
of the Holy Spirit and have been accepted as such
by the whole of the Church.
Undoubtedly, as they watched the continuing
growth of Arianism in the wake of their council,
the Fathers of Nicaea felt disheartened - but they
maintained their faith with the hope that their
seemingly still, small voice would yet be heard.
But, to quote St. Jerome again, “The Lord
awoke.” The Holy Spirit revealed their truth and
it is still proclaimed each Sunday in the Creed.
Today, except for the sect of the Jehovah
Witnesses, which revived its fundamental belief in

the 19th century, Arianism is forgotten. But we
must contend with a new set of challenges to the
living memory of the Lord that we have received
in the Apostolic and Orthodox Tradition of the
Church. The new “Arianism,” as it has been
called, seeks to again distort the memory of the
Lord and His teaching into something strictly
humanistic that we are free to accept or reject in
whole or in part. Like the Fathers of Nicaea, we
are called upon to proclaim to a world that may
not always wish to hear it, the Truth of the Faith
about Christ.
It was for this very reason that the Church
began to celebrate the Nativity of the Lord and
His Baptism: to bear witness to the world that
the Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us, and we beheld his glory,
the glory as of the Only Begotten of
the Father, full of grace and truth.
We are called upon, as best we can, to live that
faith, to proclaim, in the words of the prophet
Isaiah that mark the vigils of both the Nativity
and Theophany, that “God is with us” (“S’nami
Boh”) in the very Person of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.
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“My First Christmas in America”
by Emery Konick
(EDITOR’S NOTE: The late Emery Konick was a long time member of St. John
the Baptist Church in Perth Amboy, New Jersey, who was well-known in the
parish and in the Diocese for his writing and linguistic skills. I’m sure our readers will enjoy his reflections on his first Christmas in America.)

Garden,” which later became known as Ellis Island. Then we were put on
some type of train, which, although it had lights, seemed to be traveling in
the dark—I later found out that I had taken my first subway ride! We arrived
shortly at Penn Station in New York. While we were still at Castle Garden, a
itting at home recently and reflecting on past Christmas holy days, this special card/sign was attached to our chest—instructions for the conductor
thought came to my mind: How would I respond if someone would ask concerning our ultimate destination. The special attention given to us was
me which, of all the past 68 Christmas observances of my life, was the most greatly appreciated by the many strangers in this new land!
memorable? I could answer that quite quickly and definitively: it was my Yes, it was Christmas Eve when we left New York for the final leg of our jour17th Christmas, which was observed on January 7, 1921. I vividly remem- ney that would bring us to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania the next morning. Then,
ber that year’s holiday for a number of reasons. It was the first Christmas I an interesting—almost miraculous—happening unfolded. At a small station
observed far from the country of my birth, and the first that I celebrated in near Brownsville, PA, 4 men came to our car and sat by us. Seeing that we
America, which, from that day on, became my new home and my new were wearing “Old Country” clothes and noticing the card/sign still pinned
to us (by now we were joined by a husband and wife with 3 daughters) They
“fatherland.”
In a way, this was really my first “Christmas” period! In the Old Country, the began to question us: “What language do you speak?” and “Where are you
name “Christmas” was not used. The Nativity of Christ was often referred to from?” and “Where are you going?” They introduced themselves and we disby the people there as “Krachun”—a word that refers to a special bread that covered that they were fellow countrymen—Krajane—who lived in
California, Pennsylvania near Brownsville. They were on their way to church
was eaten by everyone at Holy Supper.
there—St. Nicholas Greek Catholic Church—for the celebration of the
My first Christmas in America was the final day of a 7-week journey here.
Christmas Divine Liturgy. They comforted us and assured us that we had
Yes, indeed—it took me 7 long weeks to travel from my birthplace in
nothing to worry about, as they knew our relatives to whom we were going
Baraninec to Brownsville, Pennsylvania. Our journey began on November
and would lead us to them! Well, “praised be to You, O Lord” I thought. We
17, 1920. I was accompanied by a young woman from our village who was
don’t have to fear being left at some strange place, trying to find out where
also 16 years of age. I remember it being very early in the morning when we
we were supposed to be! We left the train at the Brownsville station and were
boarded the wagon in Uzhorod. We traveled all day and all night, arriving in
taken to a waiting room. Our new friends left and returned some 20 minutes
Prague at dawn the following morning. There we were put up in special barlater—with my brother and the husband of my traveling companion!
racks where Slovaks and Carpatho-Russians who were going to America were
Although I had not seen my brother in 7-8 years, I recognized him immedihoused temporarily. Thousands were there, for this was soon after World War
ately. After a hearty and happy embrace, my brother summoned a taxi (my
I, and everyone who had the means to do so were leaving their homeland in
first taxi ride!) and we were off to the region called “Snowdon Patch” where
search of a better life. We remained in Prague for 12-13 days—waiting along
my sister lived. Soon her house was filled with others who had come from
with everyone else—waiting for our turn to proceed. Upon leaving Prague,
my village and surrounding ones who wanted to greet the “greenhorn!” They
we were sent through Germany to Holland, where we waited nearly two
were eager to hear any news I may have brought from the relatives in the Old
weeks in Rotterdam for the ship that would carry us across the Atlantic.
Country.
Finally, on December 21st, we boarded the “Ryndam” which set sail for New
York. On January 2nd, we arrived at our destination—but not, as yet, my By evening, I felt comfortable and “at home” with my new friends. In the
final destination. The next few days were spent in a warehouse on the first few hours we shared, I learned a number of English words: train, taxi,
Hudson River—we would return to the ship to sleep each evening. Finally, cake, drink and, yes, even whiskey! Most importantly, I learned two wonwe were processed on January 6th. First, we were taken by boat to “Castle derful holiday greetings in English: “Christ is Born” and “Merry Christmas.”

S

DEEPEST SYMPATHIES ARE
EXPRESSED TO:
Pani Deborah Zak on the falling asleep of her mother,
+ARMEDA HOLUBZ - November 28.

Eternal be her memory!
Application for Additional Entry, Reentry, or Special
Rate Request for Periodicals Publication
Publication Title: The Church Messenger

Publication Number: 099-120

Is postage paid under CPP? NO
Frequency of:

New York Talent Show
NEW YORK, NY - Reminiscent of the Christmas song, "The Little
Drummer Boy," what can a young boy or girl offer to the Christ Child or to
the Church community for that matter? Well, the children of St. Nicholas
Church in New York City offered the gift of themselves by way of a "Talent
Show" for their parish on Sunday, November 4th following the Divine
Liturgy. The entertainment included the playing of musical instruments,
gymnastics, stand-up comedy, singing, dancing and a satirical parody by two
'anchors' reporting on parish news. Ages of the children ranged from a 14
year old playing a rendition of the lovely "Moonlight Sonata" on an electric
keyboard to a 3 year old spontaneously singing "God Bless America" while
holding a microphone in one hand‚ and gripping a blank sheet of paper in
the other as if it were sheet music! The audience was delighted with the
wholesome family variety show coordinated by the teachers and parents of
the Church School. The children offered their unique talents as a fundraiser
in order to help defray the cost of future class outings. Pastor of St. Nicholas
Church is Very Rev. Fr. John Beskid.
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Festal Greetings from Across the Diocese
Christ the Saviour Cathedral

Crawfordsville, IN

St. Mary’s Church

Adzima Funeral Home

Johnstown, PA

Rev. Alexis Miller, Pastor

Painted Post, NY

Stratford, CT

His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas

St. Nicholas A.C.R.Y. Chapter #49

Rev. Stephen Loposky, Pastor

Wishing you a Blessed Christmas!

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank Miloro, Pastor

Erie, PA

National A.C.R.Y.

St. John the Baptist Church

St. Nicholas Church

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda,
Spiritual Advisor

“Forever Forward and Heavenward”

Hawk Run, PA

Lansford, PA

National President: Matthew Peifer

Rev. Peter Benyo, Pastor

Rev. Robert Teklinski, Administrator

Saints Peter and Paul Church

Spiritual Advisor: Very Rev. Peter Paproski

St. Nicholas Church

St. Mary’s Church

Rockaway, NJ

St. Nicholas Church

Homestead, PA

Orchard Park, NY

Rev. Michael Chendorain, Pastor

Scranton, PA

Very Rev. Robert Buczak, Pastor

Very Rev. Thomas Kadlec, Pastor

Holy Ghost Altar Society

Rev. Andrew Bartek, Pastor

St. Nicholas A.C.R.Y. Chapter #11

St. Nicholas Church

Phoenixville, PA

St. John the Baptist Church

Homestead, PA

Barton, OH

Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Fedornock,
Spiritual Advisor

Ligonier, PA

Very Rev. Robert Buczak, Spiritual Advisor

Rev. Tony Joseph, Pastor

St. John the Baptist Church

St. Michael’s Church

Silver Lane, Stratford, CT

Very Rev. Michael Kabel, Pastor
Holy Resurrection Church
Potomac, MD
Rev. Peter Zarynow, Pastor
The Presentation of Our Lord Church

St. Michael’s Junior A.C.R.Y. Chapter #72
Saint Clair, PA
Rev. Jeff Zias, Spiritual Advisor
St. Nicholas A.C.R.Y. Chapter #28

Clymer, PA

Very Rev. Michael Macura, Pastor

Very Rev. R. Michael Zak, Pastor

St. John the Baptist A.C.RY. Chapter # 23
Silver Lane, Stratford, CT

Hollywood, FL

Very Rev. Michael Macura, Spiritual Advisor

Very Rev. Elias Mitchell, Pastor

St. John the Baptist Church

Holy Ghost Church

Perth Amboy, NJ

Phoenixville, PA

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael Rosco, Pastor

Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Fedornock,
Pastor

St. Elizabeth Church

St. Mary’s Church

Rev. Paul Stoll, Pastor

Yonkers, NY

St. Mary’s Church

Woodstock, GA

Rev. Daniel Mahler, Pastor

Endicott, NY

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Elias Kozar, Pastor
Emeritus

Very Rev. Michael Kleban, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church

St. Michael’s Church

Ambridge, PA

Saint Clair, PA

Very Rev. Robert Prepelka, Pastor

Rev. Jeff Zias, Pastor
St. John’s A.C.R.Y. Chapter #7

Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Gido, Pastor
Emeritus

Ambridge, PA

St. Michael’s Church

Very Rev. Robert Prepelka, Spiritual Advisor

Niles, IL

St. Nicholas A.C.R.Y. Chapter #54

Very Rev. Samuel Sherry, Pastor

Warren, Ohio

St. Nicholas Altar Society

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Kenneth Bachofsky,
Spiritual Advisor

Scranton, PA
Rev. Andrew Bartek, Spiritual Advisor

Holy Ghost Church
Manville, NJ
Rev. Matthew Moriak, Pastor
St. Michael’s Church
Rankin, PA
Very Rev. John Lazarek, Pastor
Dormition of the Mother of God Church
Bluefield, WV
Rev. Mark Tyson, Pastor
Christ the Saviour Church
Rockford, IL
Rev. Basil Aden, Administrator
Saints Peter and Paul Church
Central City, PA
Very Rev. Stephen Kundla, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
Nesquehoning, PA
Rev. Robert Teklinski, Pastor
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael Sopoliga,
Pastor Emeritus
Saints Peter and Paul Church
Windber, PA
Very Rev. Miles Zdinak, Pastor
Descent of the Holy Spirit Church
Schererville, IN
Rev. Lev Holowaty, Pastor
Seaford, New York
Very Rev. Hieromonk Matthias, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
Bridgeport, CT
Very Rev. David Cochran, Pastor
St. Michael’s Church
Freeland, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Lawrence Barriger,
Pastor
Holy Transfiguraton Church

Saints Peter and Paul Church

Taylor, PA

Very Rev. Edward Pehanich, Spiritual Advisor

Homer City, PA

Very Rev. Mark Leasure, Spiritual Advisor

St. Nicholas Church

Rev. Matthew Conjelko, Pastor

St. Mary’s A.C.R.Y. Chapter #36

Jacobs Creek, PA

St. Nicholas Church

Bayonne, NJ

Very Rev. Edward Pehanich, Pastor

Hobart, IN

Very Rev. John Fencik, Spiritual Advisor

St. Mary’s Church

Rev. Sergii Alekseev, Pastor

Eastern Seaboard District A.C.R.Y.

Dickson City, PA

St. Nicholas Altar Society

Sonyia Woloshyn, President

Very Rev. Ronald Kovac, Pastor

Erie, PA

Very Rev. John Fencik, Spiritual Advisor

Christ the Saviour Church

Holy Ghost Junior A.C.R.Y.

N. Royalton, OH

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda,
Spiritual Advisor

Very Rev. Michael Conrad, Pastor

St. Nicholas Church

Saints Peter and Paul Church

Erie, PA

Very Rev. Protopresbyter John Fedornock,
Spiritual Advisor

Levittown, PA

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Ronald Hazuda,
Pastor

St. John the Baptist Church

Very Rev. Theodore Mozes, Pastor
St. Michael’s Church
Wood, PA
Rev. Thomas Klein, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
Stratford, CT
Very Rev. Peter Paproski, Pastor
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church
Jenners, PA
Rev. Elijah Bremer, Administrator
St. John the Baptist Church
Northside Pittsburgh, PA
Very Rev. John Brancho, Pastor
St. Nicholas Church
Monongahela, PA
Very Rev. Edward Pehanich, Pastor
St. Stephen Church
Latrobe, PA
Rev. Nicholas Ferencz, Pastor
St. Nicholas of Myra Church
New York, New York
Very Rev. John Beskid, Pastor

St. George’s Church

Phoenixville, PA

Sharon, PA

Taylor, PA

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka,
Pastor

Very Rev. Mark Leasure, Pastor

St. John the Baptist Church

St. John the Baptist A.C.R.Y.

Rahway, NJ

Chapter #33

Rev, Andrew Fetchina, Pastor

Nesquehoning, PA
Rev. Robert Teklinski, Spiritual Advisor
Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church
Allentown, PA
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Robert Rebeck, Pastor
St. Mary’s Church
Akron, OH
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Myron Zuder, Pastor
Nativity of Our Lord Church
Manassas, Virginia
Rev. Nectarios Trevino, Pastor
Holy Trinity Church
Danbury, CT
Very Rev. Luke Mihaly, Pastor
St. John the Baptist Church
East Pittsburgh, PA
Very Rev. Jonathan Tobias, Pastor

PERIODICAL

St. Gregory of Nyssa Church

St. George’s Altar Society
Monongahela and Jacobs Creek, PA

