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ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM CELEBRATION:
“Glory to God for all Things”
Lord Jesus, who had sacrificed his
everything to the Holy Trinity, who
had soared to the heights of the
Church and earthly power, who had
it all taken away and spent his last
years on dusty, forgotten roads—
only such a man could end his life
giving God all the glory.”
At the conclusion of Divine Liturgy,
the faithful had the opportunity and
privilege to venerate the new icon of
St. John Chrysostom, with its
embedded relics.

Festive Banquet

F

Metropolitan Nicholas elevates the Icon of St. John Chrysostom which holds the relics of the great Saint. Pictured with the Metropolitan are: Protopresbyter
John Gido, Protodeacon John Youhas and Protopresbyter Kenneth Bachofsky.

HOMESTEAD, PENNSYLVANIA
– On December 9th, His Eminence,
Metropolitan Nicholas visited the St.
Nicholas Church in Homestead to
joyously commemorate the “1600th
Anniversary of the Repose of St.
John Chrysostom.” The day began in
a prayerful manner, with a
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy celebrated by the Metropolitan. Prior to its
beginning,
Church
Council
President George Murin greeted His
Eminence with the traditional gifts
of bread and salt, with the Very
Reverend Fr. Robert A. Buczak,
Pastor of the parish, presenting the
Hierarch with the hand cross. Then a
procession around the interior of the
church took place with the newly
written icon of St. John Chrysostom,
which contains the relics of this
important Church Father. The icon
was consecrated by Metropolitan
Nicholas and placed on the holy
altar.
Concelebrating
the
Hierarchical Liturgy with His
Eminence were: Father Buczak,
Protopresbyter John P. Gido and
Protopresbyter
Kenneth
M.

Bachofsky—a parish son of St.
Nicholas Church. Also assisting
were: Protodeacon John Youhas,
Protodeacon Oleg Aminov and
Deacon Artemius Steinstra. Sub-deacon Matthew Stagon, Sub-deacon
Gaius Gromm and Reader Andrew
Halapin also participated in the
liturgical celebration. The responses
to the Hierarchical Liturgy were
sung by the St. Nicholas Church
Choir, under the direction of Reader
Andrew Talarovich, Jr.

Archpastoral Homily

I

n his Archpastoral Homily, the
Metropolitan reflected upon the
final days of St. John Chrysostom
and the events that led to his death.
“St. John Chrysostom reposed in the
Lord some 1,600 years ago,” he
began. “He died from exhaustion in
a small, out-of-the-way village called
Comana. The 60 year old Patriarch
of Constantinople had been exiled
from his own cathedral, his city and
his home by a jealous gang of politicians. He was forced to march the

entire way—for hundreds of rocky
miles. It was on the long, twisting
path in the wilderness that he collapsed, unable to go any further. In
his last moments, he undoubtedly
reflected upon his years of service to
the Lord and all of the trials he experienced in his attempt to preach the
Gospel. His eloquent preaching won
many souls for Christ, but created
many enemies for himself in the
process. The Empress Eudoxia, for
one, did not appreciate his earnestness, his conservatism and his
uncompromising moralism. His
words often struck sensitive nerves
with her, especially when he spoke
out against the vanity of materialism
and luxury. His exile was a logical
consequence of his fearless preaching. And now, as his life was nearing
its end, Chrysostom showed no bitterness—he experienced no feelings
of hopelessness or despair. He forgave every one of his enemies, and as
he prepared to take his final breath,
these were his parting words: “Glory
to God for all things.” Only a man
who had given his heart solely to the

ollowing
the
Hierarchical
Liturgy, everyone gathered in the
church auditorium for a continuation of the Chrysostom celebration.
The hall was festively decorated with
banners and icons commemorating
the great Eastern Saint. A delicious
meal was prepared and served by the
men and women of the parish and
the guests were treated to a performance of songs from the Carpathians
by local musicians. A highlight of the
program was a recitation pertaining
to St. John Chrysostom by the following young people of the
Pittsburgh Deanery: John Steinstra,
Katherine Steinstra, Irene Grysiak,
Luke Grysiak, Alexis Tobias, Allison
Tusick, Emily Tusick and Alexander
Righetti. The St. Nicholas Church
Choir also entertained the crowd
with their rendition of a number of
Carpatho-Russian folk songs.
Metropolitan Nicholas led the
assembly in the singing of other folk
melodies and Christmas Carols.
Other clergy joining in the festivities
were: the Very Reverend Fr. Robert J.
Prepelka, Dean of the Pittsburgh
Deanery; the Very Reverend Fr. John
Brancho and the Very Reverend Fr.
Jonathan Tobias. The celebration
concluded with the distribution of
special gifts to everyone in attendance: a St. John Chrysostom commemorative booklet, a beeswax candle and a book of matches on which
were printed the last words of St.
John: “Glory to God for all Things!”
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“Believe it or Not….”

T

his is a story about a group of
Boy Scouts in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, who did something
very special this year on the day after
Thanksgiving. While most people
were either out shopping or home
trying to recover from their
Thanksgiving meal, these scouts and
members of their families took a
walking tour of the Oakland and
Shadyside
neighborhoods
of
Pittsburgh. The tour was called “The
10
Commandments
Hike.”
Appropriately enough, they visited
10 houses of worship throughout the
day, and in each one, a different
Commandment was discussed from
the point of view of that particular
faith. In addition to visiting “mainstream” denomination churches—
Roman
Catholic,
Byzantine
Catholic, Baptist, Lutheran and
Episcopalian—the scouts also
stopped in a synagogue and in the
worship facilities of Christian
Scientist, Hindu, Buddhist and
Unitarian-Universalism congregations. Now the purpose of this “holy
hike” should be pretty obvious to all

of us. This was a lesson in tolerance
for these young men, and an exercise
in seeing that, in many instances, all
religions are based on the same principles—even though differences cannot be denied or overlooked. The
boys listened as the rabbi explained
to them that in the Jewish tradition,
some of what the Christian world
views as “commandments” are
thought of as being “utterances” or
“statements.” “You can’t command
faith,” the rabbi said. They were told
by the Byzantine Catholic priest that
the 10 Commandments are the basis
of all law, and that they are written
on the hearts of even those who have
never read the Bible.
Now all in all, I’m sure that this was
a wonderful experience for these
Pittsburgh Boy Scouts. But they did
have an encounter in one of the
churches—the
UnitarianUniversalism church—that was
more than a bit troubling. The “minister” who spoke to the boys there—
who was supposed to talk about taking the Name of the Lord God in
vain—told the scouts that he did not
– cont’d on page 8

December 30, 2007

The Challenge of Raising Children

I

n the Orthodox Church we often
use the expression that the home
should be like “a little church.” In
Romania, a country the size of the
state of Pennsylvania with over 500
monasteries, they take this saying a
step further and say that the home
should be like “a little monastery.” It
is my firm belief that in our increasingly secular and hedonistic culture,
these sayings are true more now than
ever. To raise Christian children in
21st century America, parents need
all the help they can get from the
Church and, yes, even the monasteries.
As a parent of four children and as a
youth worker in the secular arena, I
have a great deal of experience working with kids. I’ve seen the successful
results of raising kids according to
God’s laws and wisdom, and I’ve
seen the damage done when parents
don’t draw from the rich resources of
our Judeo-Christian heritage. I teach
a parenting class in my vocation as a
certified prevention professional and
I always tell the parents, “You have
to be militant against our culture to
be successful at raising kids these
days.” Unfortunately, most of these
parents are outside the Church and
do not have the weapons they need
to engage in this cultural battle. In
fact, many of them are themselves
caught up in the very cultural influences that are causing their kids to
get involved in drugs, criminal
behavior, sexual promiscuity, and
poor school performance.
In this article I will share some suggestions for ways that we as
Orthodox Christians can raise children who will be able to withstand
the anti-Christian forces at work in
our culture. If some of these suggestions hit too close to home, please
forgive me. It is not my intention to
condemn anyone or make anyone
feel. My hope is to give guidance to
those who are in the midst of the
challenge of raising and preserving
Christian families in an antagonistic
culture.
I’ll start with some basics. Christian
parents need to have good, solid
marriages. They need to be “grown
up” in the sense that they know who
they are. They need to be solid in
their commitment to their spouses

and firmly planted in the Church.
Many of the parents I work with are
too busy going through their own
personal soap operas to have the time
or emotional energy to give their
kids the guidance and protection
that kids need.
If you have been married in the
Orthodox Church and have kids,
you don’t get to be an adolescent.
You can’t be wondering if you married the right person or be busy trying to turn your spouse into “the
right person.” The grace of the
Sacrament of Marriage has been
given to you and the righteous
response is to put your hand to the
plow and never look back. If your
spouse can’t make you happy,
remember: we are put on this earth
to be holy, not happy.
With a good marriage and a life centered in the local Orthodox
Christian parish, Orthodox parents
must set about the task of parenting
with vigilance and intensity. Here are
some practical suggestions:
1) Every child should go to bed at
night with a Bible story being read to
them by one of the parents. A good
Bible story book will take a child
completely through the major stories, themes, and lessons of the Old
and New Testament in a relatively
short period of time. With my own
children I have used the same book
over and over for the last 23 years.
When I get to the end of it, I simply
start over at the beginning. Each
time they hear the stories they have
grown a couple inches and gained
more maturity and the stories are
understood at a deeper level.
2) Families need to pray together.
Christ the Savior Seminary has a
wonderful little book of mealtime
prayers that we have used in our
home for years. Each week we sing
the prayers in the vesperal tone of
the week. What a joy to sing the
plain chant in our home and practice
for the stichera to be sung at Great
Vespers on Saturday night. Families
should also try to gather at least once
a day for prayers at the family icon
corner. This is one of the key ways
that children perceive their home to
be a “little church.” This also helps
them to realize that worship is not a
– cont’d on page 5
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PATRIARCHAL DECLARATION
FOR CHRISTMAS, 2007

+BARTHOLOMEW
BY THE GRACE OF GOD
ARCHBISHOP OF
CONSTANTINOPLE,
NEW ROME, AND
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH,
TO THE PLENITUDE OF THE
CHURCH,
GRACE, MERCY AND PEACE FROM
THE SAVIOUR, CHRIST,
BORN IN BETHLEHEM

Christ is Born!
Glorify Him!
Christ comes from heaven, meet
Him.
Beloved brothers and children in
the Lord,

I

t is with great joy that our
Church calls us to glorify God
for His loving and personal presence on earth in the divine-human
hypostasis of Christ Jesus, one of
the three persons of the Holy
Trinity.
We must, therefore, examine very
carefully the true and life-giving
significance of the incarnation of
the Son and Word of God. First, it
reveals to humanity that God is
personal and is made manifest to us
as a person, just as He has also created us as persons. Second, it
reveals to us that God embraces us
with His love. These two realities,

the personhood and love of God,
express fundamental truths of our
faith, which we have doubtless
heard many times. However, their
impact on our lives is not as great as
it might be, because many of us
neither experience our brotherhood with Christ in a personal way,
nor His boundless love for us.
Neither do we return our love to
Christ so that by sharing in His
love, we may also share, by grace, in
other characteristics of His Person.
If others, who do not know Christ
and, as a result of their ignorance,
drown in their search for an impersonal being that they perceive as
divine, are to some extent justified,
then we Orthodox Christians are
not justified at all if we follow such
fruitless pursuits. Instead of seeking
God as a person and approaching
Him in the One Who approaches
us, namely Jesus Christ, people
who are misled desperately strive to
become divine through their own
powers, like Adam thought, when
he listened to spirit of evil. But the
true and personal God, Who is
known only through Jesus Christ,
the One born in a manger out of
love for us, promised us adoption
and a return to the bosom of the
Father, as well as deification by
grace through Christ. It is only
through Christ that one may fulfill
the universal human desire to transcend the corruption and isolation
of an existence without love, and to
achieve communion with Divine
and human persons in love. This is
what leads to eternity and to

immortality!
Let us, therefore, turn the gaze of
our hearts toward the newborn
Jesus Christ in the manger, so that,
by considering how much He loves
us, we might love Him with all our
heart, mind and being. It is only
through the love of Jesus Christ
that we may become partakers by
grace in His divine nature, just as
through His love He shared in our
human nature. Human-centered
attempts and concepts, druginduced states and ecstasies,
together with similar nonChristian experiences do not lead
to an encounter with the truly personal God of love. Rather, they lead
to a deep cold darkness, to gloom
of eternal destruction, as well as to
a feeling of complete and abysmal
emptiness.
For this reason, beloved children in
the Lord, love Jesus Christ, Who
out of love for us and for our salvation became human. Come to
know the communion of His love,
with the Father and the Holy
Spirit. Indeed, there is nothing
sweeter than the love of the personal God.
The supreme herald of divine love,
the one who identified God as love,
is St. John the Evangelist and
Theologian, who first pronounced
to us, “God is love.” After him, the
greatest herald is St. Paul the
Apostle, who loved God to the end
and who asked the fervent question: “What can separate us from
the love of Christ?” Neither sorrow
nor sword, neither death nor any

other love can be more powerful
than our love for Christ. In remembrance of the words and loving
works of St. Paul, and in celebration of two millennia since his
birth, we declare the coming year
2008 as the year of the Apostle
Paul.
We pray paternally and fervently
that Jesus Christ, Who was born in
a manger out of love and for our
salvation, may render our hearts to
become like His manger: through
the intercessions of His ever-Virgin
Mother, as well as of our predecessor St. John Chrysostom, to whose
memory we dedicated this past
year, together with the intercessions of another Patriarchal predecessor, St. Niphon, restorer and
second founder of the Holy
Patriarchal
and
Stavropegic
Monastery of St. Dionysius on
Mount Athos, which next year celebrates the 500th anniversary since
his repose, as well as of Saints John
and Paul the Apostles, par excellence heralds of God’s love, and of
all the saints, so that He may reveal
to everyone the person of His love.
We invoke upon all of you His
grace and rich mercy. Merry
Christmas; may the twelve days of
Christmas be blessed; and may the
New Year be both spiritually and
materially fruitful.
Phanar, Christmas 2007
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The Earth has agreed to interact with the human species, and
to allow the development of this species to merge with its
own consciousness.
In this system of belief, popular among radical “environmentalists,” is
the view that all things, however inanimate, possess a consciousness and that
the earth itself is a sentient being, just somehow different from us, who has
agreed to host our race! God is not a Creator. Rarely do “new age theologians” speak of God as a personal being, although they all love “angels.”
Like the Deists of the 18th century, these theologians believe that God
simply established principles for the universe to operate – rather like winding an alarm clock and then walking away from it. Everything is evolving
and creation itself is nothing more than sustained evolution. To quote Gary
Zukav again:

On Creation

S

ince ancient times it has been the custom of the Church to bless water on
the Feast of the Theophany, the Baptism of Christ. Many times we accept
this blessing and its obvious relationship to the blessing of the Jordan and,
by extension, to all waters by the entrance of Christ into them, without really thinking about it.
Some Christian groups have impoverished themselves by dismissing the
blessing of water as the intrusion of pagan ritual into the life of the Church.
But in the Great Blessing of Waters, the Orthodox Christian theology of
Creation and Redemption is revealed to us.
Often people are put off by the world theology, as if it were some secret
art or knowledge that was only the concern of theologians and scholars. But
theology is very important to all who are believers. Theology is very simply
put, our vision of God and our vision of our relationship to Him.
Without theology we can have no relationship with God or each other.
For example, a common remark, usually given to minimize the differences
between faiths, is, “After all, there is only one God.” This is certainly true there is only one God - but there are many theologies of God. The late
Ayatollah Khomeini of Iran certainly believed that there was only one God,
but his theology of God, his vision of God, permitted him and his followers
to persecute and commit heinous acts in the Name of God.
As Orthodox Christians, we believe that our theology of God has been
revealed to the Church by the Holy Spirit. This revelation has taken place
through the Scriptures, the Creed, the liturgical life and the prayer life of the
Church.
Our theology teaches us to pray because we believe that God accepts and
is receptive to prayer. Our theology teaches us to celebrate the Sacraments
because in our vision of them, a vision revealed to the Church through by
the Holy Spirit, they are the means of entering into communion with God.
Similarly, our theology teaches us to bless water, especially on the Feast
of Theophany, because by entering the Jordan, Christ has sanctified all of
Creation, which itself has fallen with mankind and is in need of restoration.
As the Apostle Paul tells us:
For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
sons of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its
own will but by the will of Him who subjected it in hope;
because the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to
decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the children of God. We
know that the whole creation has been groaning in travail
together until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves,
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies (Romans
8:19-23).
The traditional Biblical view of creation as revealed in the book of
Genesis, a view which identifies man as the crown of creation, made in the
image and likeness of God, and with all things being subject to him as their
high priest and steward, has come under attack from several quarters in
recent years.
For instance, the currently popular book by Gary Zukav, The Seat of the
Soul, presents a very different vision of creation. Drawing on Hinduism, the
world’s oldest pagan religion (I do not use the term pagan here in a pejorative sense - if God had not revealed Himself to Abraham and manifested His
fullness in Christ, our society might have a similar sort of faith, centered on
the ancient gods and goddesses of Greece and Rome with their mythologies
as “Scriptures.”), and “new age” theology of such writers as De Chardin, he
informs us:

It is possible, and it does happen, that human beings’ souls
come from the advanced soul energy of the dolphin soul or
the ape soul, and begin their process of evolution in to the
human soul.
Contrast this with Psalm 8:3-6:
When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the moon
and the stars, which Thou hast ordained; What is man, that
Thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that Thou visitest him? For Thou hast made him a little lower than the angels,
and hast crowned him with glory and honour. Thou madest him
to have dominion over the works of Thy hands; Thou hast put
all things under his feet (Psalm 8:3-6).
This theme of God as the Creator Who causes the creation to come into
existence from nothingness is echoed in the Prayer at the Blessing of Water:
For Thou of Thine own will hast brought all things out of
nothingness into being, by Thy power Thou dost hold
together all Creation, and by Thy Providence Thou dost govern the world.
Our prayer does not imply that the water will become “different” than any
other water, but that, in a certain sense, it will be redeemed from the fall and
restored to its original purpose as the vehicle of God’s grace: “Grant to all
those who touch it, who anoint themselves with it or drink from it, sanctification, blessing, cleansing and health”
Orthodox Theology teaches us that we are not the products of evolution,
neither physical nor “spiritual,” but that we have been created out of love by
a God Who wills to be an active part of our existence, sending to us our
Saviour, Jesus Christ, to redeem us after we rejected His love and the Holy
Spirit to sanctify us and renew in us His Divine Life.
The “new age” fantasies with which we have contrasted this theology, are
not revelations from God but, like the myths on which they are based, the
creations of human beings who are often seeking to be “spiritual” without
bearing the “burden” of a moral life.
Almost two thousand years ago the Apostle Paul described the “new age”
theologians of his day who, likewise, rejected the revelation of God for their
own “theology.” His words are still accurate today:
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of men who by their wickedness suppress
the truth. For what can be known about God is plain to them,
because God has shown it to them. Ever since the creation of the
world His invisible nature, namely, His eternal power and deity,
has been clearly perceived in the things that have been made. So
they are without excuse; for although they knew God they did
not honor Him as God or give thanks to Him, but they became
futile in their thinking and their senseless minds were darkened.
Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory
of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man or birds
or animals or reptiles. Therefore God gave them up in the lusts
of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies
among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God
for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the
Creator, Who is blessed forever! Amen (Romans 1:18-25).
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Centennial of the Miracle of St. Nicholas
JACOBS
CREEK,
PA
Two bishops, twenty priests and
deacons, and a standing-room-only
crowd filled St. Nicholas Church in
the village of Jacobs Creek,
Pennsylvania on the evening of St.
Nicholas Day, December 19, to
commemorate
the
100th
Anniversary of the Darr Mine
Disaster and the Miracle of St.
Nicholas. The worst mine disaster in
Pennsylvania history occurred in
Jacobs Creek at the Darr Mine on
December 19, 1907 when the coal
mine exploded, instantly killing 239
men and boys working in the mine.
However, for the Carpatho-Rusyn
miners employed by the Darr Mine,
December 19 was the Feast of their
Patron Saint, St. Nicholas the
Wonderworker. Even though work
in the mine had been slow, nearly
200 men lost a day’s wages in order
to attend the Divine Liturgy that
morning. While they were praying
and honoring the Saint, the mine
exploded. At the time of the disaster
many newspapers, including The
New York Times, reported on the
miraculous events of the day. A local
Pittsburgh paper in December,
1907, carried this notice:

Pictured above is the newly-written icon of St.
Nicholas commemorating the Darr Mine Miracle.

virtues and faith. He challenged all
to remember and to become champions of the weak, the poor, the
oppressed and to be defenders of life
from the moment of conception to
natural death.
Also greeting the congregation were
representatives of two Hungarian
fraternal organizations who presented gifts to the congregation in
remembrance of those who lost their
lives in the tragedy. Most of those
killed in the explosion were
Hungarian immigrants, 71 of whom
now lie in a mass grave in the nearby
Olive Branch cemetery.
Following the solemn intonation of
Vicnaja pamjat – Eternal Memory –
and the tolling of the church bell for
the 239 victims, refreshments were
offered to all in the church basement. Copies of the new icon were
distributed to all in attendance along
with a special tropar and kondak to
commemorate the miracle:

saved and those who lost their lives.
At the bottom of the icon is a representation of the Darr Mine and the
village of Jacobs Creek. Copies of the
icon, mounted on wood, will be
available for purchase from the
Jacobs Creek parish in the near
future. Information will be forth- Tropar (Tone 4) Protected by your
prayers, O Holy Father Nicholas* we
coming in The Church Messenger.
In his remarks, Metropolitan children of those saved offer praise to
Nicholas reminded those in atten- you.* Beneath your holy omofor you
dance that the December 19th mira- covered your people* as they labored
cle was really the second Miracle of beneath the hills of a new land.* Cease
not to intercede that our souls may be
Religious fervor is due to sweep through St. Nicholas that occurred in 1907.
saved.
the Youghiogheny Valley as never before It was on December 6 that the exact
scenario
occurred
in Kondak (Tone 3) You were truly the
as a consequence of the Darr disaster. same
Today was a holiday of the Greek Monongah, West Virginia. This, the protector of your people, O Holy
Catholic Church, and as such it was worst coal mine disaster in United Nicholas.* For those who zealously celobserved by many of the men who usu- States history, claimed the lives of ebrated your holy feast* you preserved
ally work in the Darr mines. Usually nearly 400 men. Amazingly, 60-100 them from danger and death as they
about 400 men toil within the mine. men, mostly Roman Catholic but labored beneath the earth.* Therefore
On account of the religious holiday – it also some Carpatho-Rusyn Greek with one voice we ask you to continuwas the Feast of St. Nicholas – this Catholics, were also spared when ally pray for us* that we may obtain
number was nearly cut in half, and they participated in the Roman mercy from Christ our God.
these, almost two hundred men, who Catholic observance of the Feast of The centennial of the Darr Disaster
were saved by religious devotion, will St. Nicholas according to the received extensive media coverage in
certainly be more devout than ever, Gregorian Calendar. His Eminence the Pittsburgh area. The Pittsburgh
after the extent of the mine’s horror is noted that St. Nicholas, by his Post-Gazette and the Tribuneprayers and intercession, is bringing Review, both carried lengthy stories
fully realized.
Leading the celebration of the together Christian people in love and on the anniversary of the disaster
Akathist to St. Nicholas was His peace. He noted that while the along with historical photographs.
Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, Orthodox and Byzantine Catholic WQED, PBS Channel 13 devoted a
along with numerous Diocesan and Carpatho-Rusyns are separated by full ½ hour documentary on the cenother Orthodox clergy. In attendance faith they are joined today in their tennial which was aired on
was His Eminence, Metropolitan honor and thanksgiving to the Lord December 19 and again on
Basil of the Byzantine Catholic and the intercession of St. Nicholas. December 20. The Heinz Regional
Archdiocese of Pittsburgh, along Metropolitan Basil greeted the con- History Center in Pittsburgh sponwith a large group of his clergy and gregation and asked all to not simply sored a day long symposium on the
Sisters of St. Basil from Mt. St. honor the miraculous intervention Monongah and Darr Disasters on
Macrina in Uniontown. Father of the Saint but to emulate his Saturday, December 1.
Edward Pehanich, host pastor, welcomed the hierarchs with the hand
cross and Michael Bobich, president
of the parish council, greeted the
Metropolitans with the traditional
gifts of bread and salt. Greeting the
bishops with roses were Alexis
Matey, a great-great granddaughter
of one of the miners saved, along
with Irene Pehanich. A highlight of
the service was the solemn blessing
of a new icon of the Miracle of St.
Nicholas painted by Philip
Zimmerman. The icon depicts St.
Nicholas covering the miners with
his stole of protection, both those Metropolitan Nicholas and Metropolitan Basil are greeted by Fr. Edward Pehanich prior to the Akathist
to St. Nicholas.

Page 5
-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

once-a-week-go-to-church type
thing, but is rather, at the heart of
who we are and what we do in this
life.
3) The “little church” needs to be
centered in the “big Church.”
Attendance at Divine Liturgy,
Vespers, and other services should
not be optional for children.
Children need to grow up knowing
that this is simply what Orthodox
Christians do, that the divine services are the most important, lifegiving and special events of the
week. A rich liturgical life in both
the small church and the big
Church will go a long way in helping our children to grow as worshippers of the One True God, the
Holy Trinity.
4) After your spouse, your children
need to be the most important people in your lives. Next to a strong
marriage, your children’s health and
holiness need to be your highest
priority as a family. Personal interests and hobbies that conflict with
this priority need to be put on hold
until the kids are raised. The more
we invest in our children, the more
they will identify with our values
and take the course we have set for
them. “Train up a child in the way
he should go, when he is old he will
not depart from it.”
Christian parenting in the 21st century is like swimming upstream in a
swollen river. The good news is that
if we stay firmly anchored to the arc
of the Church, we and our children
will not be swept away in the rushing waters of a nation that has forgotten God. We have in the Church
every resource we need to raise holy
and healthy children who will be
able to keep their virginity, stay free
from drug addiction, and reach
their full potential as human beings
created in the image of the One
God in Three Persons, the Holy
Trinity, Father Son and Holy Spirit.
Father Alexis Miller

DEEPEST
SYMPATHIES
ARE
EXPRESSED
TO:
Father Michael Chendorain on
the falling asleep of his sister
Stefanie Chendorain.
The
Chancery also sadly announces
the passing of Martha Slepak, a
member of St. Nicholas Church
in Homestead, PA and a longtime supporter and benefactor
of the Diocese and Camp
Nazareth.
Eternal be their memory!
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Tanzania 2007
by Mary Ann Bulko

Mary Ann Bulko takes a break from teaching class to mingle with some village children in Rubale,
Tanzania.

O

ne cannot be a member of a short-term mission team and not be
changed by the experience. Having served on a team to Tanzania in
2004 I was left with images and thoughts in my heart and mind that were
both humbling and inspiring. I had read about the continued spread of
Orthodox Christianity in the east African region and my love for the people,
along with a curiosity and eagerness to re-visit the Diocese of Bukoba was
steadfast. Working through the support of family and parishioners, God
made it possible!
What a blessing to again visit with these hospitable people who, despite the
challenge of economic hardship coupled with health and medical concerns,
joyfully strive to grow in their understanding and worship of Jesus Christ
and His Church.
Our eight-member team (five women/three men) hailing from six states, first
met each other while at the Orthodox Christian Mission Center orientation
in Florida. Though we ranged in age from 19 to 78 years we shared but one
common purpose. Our mission was to teach classes on various aspects of the
Orthodox Christian faith and Church life and to visit and worship with various parish communities throughout the vast diocese. By so doing, we
would visibly support and encourage all their ongoing extraordinary efforts.
The great strides made in the past three years since my last trip were truly
inspiring. A monastery for women and one for men have been constructed
and a hospital to serve the needs of the sick and infirm was nearing completion. During this particular visit there were seventeen simultaneous construction projects underway. We were blessed and fortunate to attend the
laying of a cornerstone for another church building to be built in Mutukula
near the Ugandan-Tanzanian border which will be dedicated to St.
Phanourios.
I believe His Grace Bishop JERONYMOS is truly a man of vision with a
great love for his people, not unlike that of Bishop ANASTASIOS of Tirana,
Albania, ministering to the whole person - body and soul. While striving to
nourish the spiritual needs of the men and women entrusted to his care, His
Grace simultaneously sees to it that skills are being taught and talents utilized
in order to help each person maximize potential while enriching the entire
Body of Christ – The Church. In fact, at our teaching location in Rubale
where we offered catechetical classes, information on HIV-Aids, and other
subjects to over 90 students, there were skill-training classes as well being
provided to young adults.
Needless to say, I was not disappointed in what I witnessed on this second
journey to Tanzania. What a joy and blessing to see the growth of Orthodox
Christianity in this far-reaching ‘ends of the earth’ region. We can only be
inspired and encouraged in our faith by their shining and glorious example!
Kindly support and encourage mission work in your parishes. It is the
responsibility of every baptized Orthodox Christian to spread the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. For more info on various programs/outreach please contact the
Orthodox Christian Mission Center at: www.ocmc.org or 877 GO-FORTH,

(Mary Ann Bulko is a parishioner of St. Nicholas of Myra Church in NYC
and has served on three mission teams.)
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Archbishop Vsevolod
Reposes in the Lord
SOUTH BOUND BROOK, NJHis
Eminence
Archbishop
Vsevolod, Eparch of the Western
Eparchy of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA and
a long-time friend of our Diocese
fell asleep in the Lord on
December 16. His Eminence was
stricken with a serious illness just a
few months ago and was released
only recently from rehabilitation
to participate in the celebration of
his 20th anniversary of episcopal
consecration and his 80th birthday.
Vsevolod Kolomijcew-Majdanski,
son of Protopresbyter Wasylij and
Panimatka Maria KolomijcewMajdanski, was born in Kalisz,
Poland on December 10, 1927.
He received his elementary and
secondary education in Poland and began his studies in theology at the
Warsaw Orthodox Theological Seminary and completing them at the
Dillingen Theological University in Germany. In 1949 the Ukrainian
Orthodox parishes in Australia were being organized and the faithful wrote
to several priests located in Germany, Protopresbyter Wasylij being one of
them. He agreed and the entire Majdanski family emigrated to Australia to
serve the spiritual needs of the faithful in Sydney and other cities. Vsevolod
continued his higher education at Sydney and Melbourne Universities in
Australia.
In 1955, Archbishop Vsevolod came to the United States. He began his
graduate studies at Yeshiva University in New York City. He graduated in
1964 and was appointed to the Medical Faculty of Einstein College as a
Psychotherapist specializing in family and youth therapy. He received his
field practice working with families at the Jewish Family Service and also in
group therapy, working with institutionalized youth at the Jewish Board of
Guardians. He was then appointed as Principal Associate in Medicine at the
Medical School of Yeshiva University.
In 1985, the call of the Lord to “Follow Me!” became stronger in his life. He
was called to service in the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in America –
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople – by Metropolitan Andrew
(Kuschak), who headed the Church. He ordained Vsevolod to the Holy
Priesthood in 1985. He served at the Metropolitan’s side for two years and
was elevated to the rank of Archimandrite in 1987. Metropolitan Andrew
fell asleep in the Lord that year and the Archimandrite was chosen to become
his successor. He was consecrated Bishop on September 27, 1987 at Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral, New York City, by Archbishop Iakovos,
Metropolitan Silas, Bishop Athenagoras and Bishop Phillip.
From 1987 through 1996, Bishop Vsevolod served as Prime Hierarch of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in America. He developed a closer relationship
with the hierarchs of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and was
supportive of the invitation by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople for the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA to come
under the omophorion of the Patriarchate. This unification between the two
groups took place at the Metropolia Center of the UOC of the USA in
South Bound Brook, NJ in November of 1996. In 1997, Bishop Vsevolod
was appointed as the Ruling Hierarch of the Western Eparchy of the UOC
of USA with his Episcopal See in Chicago, IL. He was elevated to the rank
of Archbishop in 2000.
Since his episcopal consecration, Archbishop Vsevolod had been active in the
ecumenical dialogue between the Orthodox and Catholic Churches and in
other ecumenical dialogues. He helped initiate and organize the Orientale
Lumen conferences in Washington, DC, which have met annually since
1997. He was a founder and was the Orthodox co-patron of the Society of
St. John Chrysostom and co-founder of the Kievan Church Study Group.
Archbishop Vsevolod also served as a representative of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate in the on-going dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church and
has participated in numerous ecumenical conferences.
He is survived by his sister, Ilaria of San Diego, CA, her children – Juliana
Krejer, Los Angeles, CA, Deana Krejer-Mush, wife of Mark and their children Blade and Conall, and Christina Krejer, San Diego, CA – as well as several family members in Ukraine.
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Shown are Church Council president George Murin and Fr. Robert Buczak
as they welcome Metropolitan Nicholas to St. Nicholas Church in
Homestead to celebrate the 1600th Anniversary of the Repose of St. John
Chrysostom.

BRIDGEPORT, CT - John and Helen Kopchik, members of St. John the
Baptist Church, Bridgeport, Connecticut, celebrated their 60th Wedding
Anniversary on September 9, 2007 with a Moleben Service. They were married September 1, 1947 in St. John’s on Mill Hill Avenue. They are pictured
with their pastor, Very Rev. Fr. David Cochran.
Shown are Alyssa and Kayla Schoff of St. Nicholas Church in Homestead,
PA welcoming Metropolitan Nicholas with Roses.

Shown are the members of the St. Nicholas Orthodox Church Choir in
Homestead, PA as they sing a rendition of a classic Folk Song.
JENNERS, PA - Parish life has been busy at the Nativity of the Mother of
God parish in Jenners, PA. Marie Anne Kovkin was baptized on November
11, 2007. Pictured above is the newly illumined servant of God, Marie Anne
Kovkin with her, parents, Kyle and Elena Kovkin, and priest Fr. Elijah
Bremer. Also, parishioners have reinstated their Christmas Kolach sale after
taking a break for several years. Parish members are shown below rolling out
dough for their delicious Kolach.

NORTH ROYALTON, OH - Anna Marie Rigby is pictured with her pastor, Very Rev. Fr. Michael Conrad of Christ the Saviour American Orthodox
Church in North Royalton, Ohio on the occasion of her graduation from
Valley Forge High School. Anna graduated Magna Cum Laude with an
Honor’s diploma. She is currently attending Ohio Wesleyan University,
where she is majoring in Graphic Design.
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Archpastoral Statement On The
Annual March For Life
Office of the
Metropolitan
312 Garfield Street
Johnstown, Pennsylvania

January 22, 2008
Prot. N. 159

Dear Fathers and Faithful:
Christ is Born!
Glorify Him!

Once again, we are compelled to remember, at this time of year, the tragic reality of abortion.
It is now 31 years since that infamous day when the Supreme Court executed the legality of expedient
infanticide, for that is really what abortion is.
But in the minds of most people today, abortion does not appear so ugly. It has been dressed up and
masked. It is regarded as a political issue, a litmus test, a mere survey question.
Many see it as an inalienable right, as a necessary part of the equality of women. In particular, abortion is
often described as a “reproductive right”, as if “rights” had anything to do with the mystery of conception
and birth.
The insistence on rights and freedom has often brought liberty and real goods to humanity. But in this
instance, it has brought murder on a cataclysmic scale -- today, millions of children do not breathe, do not
talk, do not play or sing in church because abortion was camouflaged, and the murderous element of abortion was masked ... the terms were changed and made more attractive and polite. Today, human beings die
by the thousands every day, but few seem to care
This month, many in society pay attention to this anniversary of Roe v. Wade, & if it is surprised at all, it
is surprised not at the number of victims -- instead, it is surprised that anyone would be so backward as to
question its morality.
That is the position today. At one time, the burden of proof was on the side of the abortion movement: it
was up to them to defend the contention that killing unborn infants should be legal. But now, the table has
turned: the world demands from us an explanation as to why we would ever interfere with a person’s right
to choose.
We cannot answer such a false question: the mystery of birth and life is sacred at its base, and the whole
issue is predicated on love ... the beginning of life is all about self-sacrifice and exchange. That is why the
insistence upon one’s rights is meaningless in the Church -- in the realm of Christian love and peace, there
are no rights at all: there is only grace, privilege, and humble contentment. In the communion of Christ,
we are bound together by cords of kindness, respect, gratitude, mutual obligation and hope.

Sincerely yours in the light of Newly Born Saviour,

+METROPOLITAN NICHOLAS

In reflecting about this, I couldn’t
help but wonder why this group is
not larger (they do claim to have
217,000 members worldwide—
mostly in the USA), because it
seems like they offer something that
would be quite appealing to many
people: A CHURCH WITHOUT
ANY OBLIGATION! Believe in
what you want…do what you want.
Don’t be concerned about any real
central Church Authority to which
one must answer. It sounds too
good to be true, doesn’t it? Well
guess what? It is! Atheism and religion are mutually exclusive—at
least from an Orthodox Christian
point of view.
In today’s pluralistic society, it is
incumbent that we know our neighbor so that we can truly love our
neighbor. Indeed, this often means
that we must be understanding and
tolerant of their specific religious
beliefs and practices. However, we
are not, under any circumstances,
required to be tolerant of pure nonsense! Can we claim to be “religious” without believing in God? I
hardly think this is possible—or
acceptable—to us as Orthodox
Christians.
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco

PERIODICAL

In the Church, there are no “liberation movements.” Our Liberator is Jesus Christ Himself. He has liberated - or saved - us from the only bondage worth fighting against, and that is the bondage of sin and death.
There is, in the natural life of Christianity, no possibility of demand for self-advancement ... there is no
mention of reproductive rights, or liberation agenda ... there is instead a quiet, mutual assurance: “my life
for yours ... I give myself away for your sake.”
Abortion is simply one of the many inversions of this Christian ethic -- it is, essentially, “I take your life for
my sake ... it is your life sacrificed for mine.” For many tragic reasons, this civilization has seen fit to make
this act of murderous selfishness the law of the land -- perhaps this is so because civilization is finding
Christianity more and more intolerable.
But society must hear clearly the witness of the Church. That is why I am calling you to attend the 31st
March for Life in Washington DC, on Thursday, January 22nd, 2004. Join me in marching for those who
have no rights, who have no liberator except the Saviour of all.
I am calling you also to minister to the unwed pregnant women in your parish neighborhood, and to the
unwed mothers as well.
Let us minister with confident compassion to these young women. Let us bring to them -- instead of the
cold realities of the hell of abortion -- the bright realities of Paradise. Let us give them, following the example of the Good Samaritan and the Good Shepherd, the kindness, the care, the sacrificial love of Christ.
Let us give them this love that goes beyond all rights - a love that brings eternal life, and peace that passes
all understanding.
Be assured that I remember you in my prayers, and I ask that your prayers be united with mine, that the
unborn will be born.

believe in the Lord God! Yes, believe
it or not, he was an avowed atheist!
He explained to the scouts that in
their denomination, it was not necessary to believe in God—you just
had to believe in something, and he
believed in what he called ‘the
power of humanity.” Atheism and
religion, he claimed, are not really
mutually exclusive.
Now I’m probably as liberal in some
of my thinking as an Orthodox
priest can be, but this was something that was just too much for
even me to accept! I went online to
the group’s official website and discovered that this so-called minister
was correct in his words to the
scouts. To be a part of the
Unitarian-Universalism Church,
you can pretty much believe in
whatever you want. In fact, in all
that I read, the word “God” was
never used—not once!

