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+Protopresbyter Stephen Dutko:
“He Loved Being A Priest”
tions from St. Michael’s Church. Plain Chant responses
were led by Father Thomas Kadlec, with choral selections
offered by the St. Michael’s Church Choir. The epistle lesson was read by Attorney David Dutko, another son of
the departed priest, with the Creed chanted by a large
group of altar boys who had served under the direction of
Father Dutko.

Archpastoral Eulogy

I

n his Archpastoral Eulogy, Metropolitan Nicholas
began with these words: “I have an impossible task set
here before me today. I must try to summarize a priesthood that encompassed almost 67 years. It is impossible to
do justice to his story—the life of this “pioneer priest” cannot be summed up in any single sermon. He touched the
lives of so many people! We are all beneficiaries of his
priesthood: Father Stephen’s family…his parish family of
St. Michael’s…the parishes of Buffalo and Freeland that he
served prior to his assignment to Binghamton…we all
have been touched by his zeal, dedication and priestly love.
Father Stephen’s life of service went far beyond the walls
of this parish church and the boundaries of the Diocese.
He worked tirelessly in the Binghamton community as
well, When ever I think of our Lord’s command to visit
BINGHAMTON, NY – On Bright Friday—April 24, the sick and to comfort the needy, I think of Father
The Very Reverend Protopresbyter Stephen Dutko, senior Stephen. When I hear the words ‘When I was sick, you
priest of the Diocese, fell asleep in the Lord after a brief visited Me’ I think of him as well—I think of the thouhospitalization. He was 92 years old, and had served sands upon thousands of hospital calls made by this tireChrist and His Church as a priest for nearly 67 years. The less priest, and I know that in him, the Lord’s command
departed priest lay in state on Monday, April 27 and Tues- has been fulfilled. As we all know, Father Stephen loved to
day, April 28 at St. Michael’s Church in Binghamton, sing the liturgical music of his Carpatho-Russian herNew York, where he had spent nearly a half century of his
-cont’d on page 3
life as pastor and pastor emeritus. On Tuesday evening,
the “Burial Service for a Priest” was celebrated by His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas. He was joined by over 50
priests of the Diocese as well as local Orthodox clergy of
other jurisdictions. The majestic church was filled with
mourners paying their respects to a priest who was wellknown, well-respected and loved throughout the Orthodox world—especially in his own parish community. In
his remarks following the service, Protopresbyter James
Dutko, pastor of St. Michael’s Church and son of the late
Father Stephen, fittingly described his father’s rich and
fruitful life with these five words: “He loved being a priest.”

Funeral Liturgy

O

n Wednesday, April 29th, St. Michael’s Church was,
once again, filled to capacity with clergy and faithful who came for the Funeral Divine Liturgy celebrated
for Father Stephen by His Eminence, Metropolitan
Nicholas. He was assisted at the altar by Father James,
members of the Diocesan Consistory and priestly voca-

To the Reverend Fathers and
Beloved Faithful of this Diocese,
Glory to Jesus Christ!

I

greet you in the spiritual joy of
the Feast of Pentecost, for on this
Day, we celebrate the outflowing of
the Holy Spirit from God the Father, through Jesus Christ and His
Church, and to the entire world.
Before Pentecost the Holy Spirit
came down upon only a few individuals. But after Pentecost, the
Holy Spirit visited all who believe in
Christ and were baptized in His
Church. The Holy Mystery of
Chrismation is the individual Pentecost for every Orthodox Christian.
The Holy Spirit began a healing revolution in the entire world on that
fiftieth day after the Resurrection.
One of the Stichera for Pentecost
Vespers says this about the revolutionary gifts of the Holy Spirit: The
Holy Spirit gives all things: makes
prophecies flow, perfects priests, taught
the unlettered wisdom, revealed fishermen to be theologians, welds together the whole institution of the
-cont’d on page 3
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The Divine Gift of Wonder

T

God as an object, to give us the good
things we desire, and we never move
into the state of continued praise and
worship out of wonder for all God
does out of love for us. We take for
granted God, our Orthodox Faith
and Tradition, our loved ones (until
they die), the very food and drink we
abundantly enjoy daily, our freedoms
in our country, but above all, we take
Jesus calls every person to be con- for granted the miracle of eternal life
verted and become like “little chil- when we lose the gift of wonderment.
dren” if we are to enter into the This gift is not taken from us, we litHeavenly Kingdom (Matt. 18:3-4). erally discard it from our relationships
This Heavenly Kingdom is none with God and neighbor and even by
other than the very presence of God. abandoning our true self. We have
Not by our reasoning powers but the discarded our true identity as being
knowledge of wonderment that created “in the image and likeness of
springs forth as a gift from the Holy God”.
Spirit can we adults have the wonder Yet, this is the malaise of all of us
and joy to live in the present moment, moderns coming from our almost exfully alive, and believe at the core of clusively rational, scientific approach
our being that Jesus Christ is God’s to life. Science creates an illusion that
joy to us and this joy will always be life is a bundle of problems that can
with us, even unto the ages of ages. In all be solved by human reason. It becontemplation, as we experience the gins with a curiosity, as does wonder,
Father’s Gift of Love to us in Jesus but it remains centered on the subOur Lord, may the spirit of wonder ject’s power to observe, manipulate,
come upon us and lead us to awe, rev- control, and exploit the objective
erence, and worship. Wonder and world outside. Mystery and the talk
worship in Spirit and Truth, the peak of childlike wonder is for such scienof true Christian prayer, can never be tists a throwback to a childish and imthat of a budding superstar enter- separated.
mature view of the real world. Since
tainer. She is a bit overweight…she
In our Western culture of highly ad- religion is connected with the invisidresses very plainly…her hairstyle is
vanced technology and light-speed ble and mysterious world of an invisnot one that might be found in any
mass communication, we absolutely ible God, reached only by faith, hope,
glamour magazine. When she walked
and love, religion is denounced as an
out on stage, the huge audience need to re-discover the gift of wonder. enemy to true science, the only engreeted her with giggles and laughter; Without developing this gift our lives trance to reality.
somehow you got the feeling that this become lives of hollow persons as T.S.
was not the first time in her life that Eliot in 1925 prophetically described In the scientific world all puzzles can
Susan got such a reaction. When many of us who are living today: “We be solved. There is no need to go beasked by the judges why she wanted are hollow men*We are the snuffed yond the visible world, governed by
to be on the program, and when she men*Leaning together*Headpiece static and universal laws that always
responded that her dream was to be a filled with straw. Alas! Shape without operate with absolute certainty;
singer, there was more laughter and form*Shade without color*Paralyzed hence, there is no need for the gift of
eye-rolling from those in attendance. force, gesture without motion” (The wonder. Yet, wonder does not oppose
When she was sarcastically asked why Hollow Men).
scientific, analytic knowledge, but is
she hadn’t yet gotten her career off the We fill our lives with emptiness in the
ground, she boldly replied: “I was shades of black or grey. We suppress a most important form of a different
never given a chance.” Again…more our native ability to understand the knowledge that must supplement that
of human reason. We find such heart
laughter and eye-rolling.
true meaning of God in our lives and
She announced that she had chosen to experience him as a loving Saviour knowledge in Sacred Scripture. On
to sing “I Dreamed a Dream” from “who desires all men to be saved and every page of the Old and New Testathe musical “Les Miserables” and as to come to the knowledge of the ments, we see a radical amazement tothe first few measures of the intro- truth” (1 Tim3-4). We never leave ward human history and nature due
duction played, the look of the faces the prayer of petition where we see to an immanent God, working in
of the judges told you that they could
mysterious ways that lie beyond our
he mystery of God’s infinite selfemptying love can never be
comprehended by our darkened
human imaginations and intellects.
We must stand before God in wonder, radical amazement, in reverential
awe, in great humility and surrender
ourselves in return for so great a Gift
as Jesus Christ “the Image of the unseen God” (Col. 1:15).

A Dream Comes True…
And a Lesson is Taught!

I

n these days filled with troubling
and distressing stories about the
economy, international conflicts,
crime and, yes, the swine flu, I
thought that a “feel good” story with
a marvelous lesson would make for a
good editorial…so here is a story
about a woman named Susan Boyle.
By now, perhaps many of our readers
already know her amazing tale. She
was a recent contestant on “Britain’s
Got Talent,” which is the British
equivalent of our “American Idol.”
The announced purpose of these
shows is to discover new, exciting talent, but in the process, the programs
tend to embarrass and humiliate most
of the men and women performers—
who generally are totally lacking in
talent! I suppose that there are many
who faithfully watch these shows for
that very reason.
Now Susan was far from being a typical contestant. She is 47 years old,
single and unemployed. To put it
kindly, her physical appearance is not

-cont’d on page 11
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itage—the Prostopinije. In his voice, there was glory. In it was faith in Christ
and the living memory of what was true, beautiful and good. He served at
Christ’s holy altar until the end, assisting his priest-son in the celebration of
the services for Holy Week and Pascha. Indeed, this was an appropriate time
for this amazing priest to sing one more song in his heart—the Song of St.
Simeon—’Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace.’ The soul of Father
Stephen is about to take a journey away from this mortal coil, beyond all of
the ambiguities of this world. We thank God for allowing us to have him in
our presence for so long. Yes, we will miss him, but we will always remember
him. Truly, his memory will be eternal.” At the conclusion of the Divine
Liturgy, Father Stephen’s earthly remains were interred in St. Michael’s Church
Cemetery in Binghamton.

Church. Advocate, consubstantial and equal in majesty with the Father and the
San, glory to You.

Biography of Protopresbyter Stephen Dutko

F

ather Stephen Dutko was born in Nesquehoning, Pennsylvania. A graduate of Union College in Cranford, New Jersey, he received his theological
training at Christ the Saviour Seminary. He was ordained to the Holy Priesthood on May 10, 1942 at St. John the Baptist Church in Bridgeport, CT by
the late Metropolitan Orestes of thrice-blessed memory. He was first assigned
to organize the St. Mary’s Church in Buffalo, where he served as pastor until
1947. He was then transferred to St. Michael’s Church in Freeland, PA. While
pastor there, Father Stephen oversaw the building of a new rectory, the completion of the church and the construction of an educational and recreational
center—complete with bowling lanes. In September of 1961, Father Stephen
assumed the pastorate of the large St. Michael’s Church in Binghamton, NY
During his years at St. Michael’s, he led many significant improvement projects at the parish, including the renovation of the church interior and the installation of new church bells and towers. Upon his retirement in 1991, Father
Stephen was named “pastor emeritus” of St. Michael’s by Metropolitan
Nicholas. He remained active in the church until his death. Father Stephen was
also active in the life of the Diocese. For over 25 years, he served as a member
of the Diocesan Consistory. He was also one of the Directors and Founders of
the Annual Diocesan Altar Boy Retreats, working with and inspiring the
acolytes of the Diocese for some 30 years. Father Stephen was predeceased by
his wife, Pani Mary (Dzuback) Dutko in 1990 and by his son, Richard J.
Dutko in 1967.
The entire Diocese extends its condolences to the family of the late Protopresbyter Stephen Dutko. We are confident that He has already heard the
comforting words of our Savior: “Well done, good and faithful servant.” Eternal be his memory!

Prophecy is the proclamation of God’s transforming wisdom to the world, and
the Holy Spirit makes such prophecy flow. “Your young men shall see visions,”
the Prophet Joel said, speaking of Pentecost, “and your old men shall dream
dreams” (Acts 2:17, Joel 2:28).
The perfection of priests is accomplished only by the Holy Spirit, Who draws
the priest into deeper righteousness, and inspires the priest with prayer and vision. The uneducated fishermen are taught wisdom by the Holy Spirit, and
they are transformed into theologians, who have taught the world that God is
One in Essence, Three in Person ... that Jesus Christ is One Person, but Two
in Nature, completely human and completely God.
And the song for Vespers proclaims that the Holy Spirit welds together the
whole institution of the Church. The Church is unified and inspired, guided
and empowered by the Holy Spirit, In fact, the Church is made real by the
Spirit There is no Church without the Holy Spirit: in fact, it is impossible to
think so
Through the Church, the Holy Spirit has invaded the world and continues to
do so. There was a long and glorious millennial reign of the Byzantine Empire.
For over eleven centuries, the Kingdom of Constantinople brought the spiritual gifts of the Orthodox Church to the world at large. It was the only Christian Empire that ever existed. And indeed, the Byzantine Empire lasted longer
than any other realm.
In the West, the Roman Church gave European Christendom many of the
same gifts. From the fourth century until the disaster of the Reformation, the
Roman Church kept the light of humanity and civilization burning brightly,
even during the so-called “dark ages.”
In both places, East and West, the Church brought gifts to civilization that had
not been seen before. The Church labored with zeal for the liberation of slaves.
It crusaded against the brutality of gladiator combat. It provided liberal care
for the widows, the orphans, the poor and destitute. It constructed hospitals;
indeed, the Church invented the concept of the hospital. The entire tradition
of Western medicine is not from pagan Rome or from the Arab world (as is
usually taught in schools): Western medicine, as we know it, was established
and flourished in the Byzantine Empire ... and after the Moslems invaded the
Middle East, the doctors that spread throughout the Arab world were Christian, far more so than any other.
Everything that we know today about philanthropy and social generosity is
really a legacy of the Christian Church. Welfare, health care, universal education, and equal justice under the law are all ideas that are rooted deeply within
the Christian Revolution that started in Pentecost.
I wish the Western world would take notice of its Christian roots. There would
be no Western Civilization without the Church, and without the Gifts of Pentecost. The Church is salt and light to the world, in America, in Europe and
beyond. Without the Church, and without her Pentecostal witness to Orthodoxy, there is no salt, there is no light, and the world will be left in decay.
Indeed, this is what is happening as we speak.
Let us, at least, in this time when the West is becoming less, make the most of
our Orthodoxy. Let us wait, as the Apostles did, in the Upper Rooms of our
prayer and the Sacraments. Let us be fed at the Table by our Lord with His Eucharist. Let us listen to His Voice, echoing in the Spirit, and let our minds be
filled with the Wisdom of the Trinity and the Incarnation.
Let us be welded together by the Holy Spirit in humble prayer and compassionate service. Let us look back to the days before the Fall of Constantinople,
before the Reformation and the Renaissance, and let us look to the gifts of the
Church and return to Her wisdom. Let us pray and learn, let us pray and serve,
let us pray and love each other.
Let us learn wisdom and become theologians and servants. Let us carry on the
healing Revolution of Orthodoxy, started at Pentecost, and waiting to begin
another Day.
Blessings to you and your house on this Feast of Pentecost,

+Metropolitan Nicholas
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Sunday of All Saints

I

n the First Letter to Timothy we read:
For there is one God, and there is one Mediator between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus, Who gave Himself as a ransom for all,
the testimony to which was borne at the proper time (I Timothy
2:5-6).

In St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans, in another passage closely connected with
this one, we read:
Is it Christ Jesus, Who died, yes, Who was raised from the dead,
Who is at the right hand of God, Who indeed intercedes for us?
(Romans 8:34).
And in a further related passage we read:
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know
how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us
with sighs too deep for words (Romans 8:26).
All three of these passages deal with the theme of intercession. The first passage talks about Jesus Who mediates between God and man as the Great High
Priest, so eloquently spoken of in the Letter to the Hebrews, the “new and living way” of entering the house of God over which He is the High Priest and
Who gives us the confidence to stand before the sanctuary of the Father by His
blood (Hebrews 10:19-20).
The second passage above as well states this: it is Christ the Saviour Who intercedes in prayer with the Father for us. A concrete example of this is the
High Priestly Prayer of Jesus that takes up all of chapter seventeen in the Gospel
of John. The fundamental tenet of the Orthodox Faith is exactly this: that
Jesus is the one and only “High Priest” before the throne of the Father through
Whose sacrifice on the Cross our sins are forgiven.
The third passage from Romans, however, speaks of another kind of intercession - the intercession, not of Christ, but of the Holy Spirit Who acting in our
hearts intercedes for us with the Lord. It is exactly this kind of intercession for
another that we ask of the Mother of God and of the Saints.
First of all, we must define what a saint is. The Apostle Paul used the term
saint (from the Latin word sanctus for holy) to describe all the members of the
Apostolic Church. Indeed, all of us are called to be holy ones and so are potentially saints. But at the end of the Apostolic Era the Church began to reserve
the title only for those who demonstrated through the sanctity of their lives,
expressed in powerful intercessory prayer or through their martyrdoms or other
circumstances in death, that the Holy Spirit was truly present and active within
them.
We do not believe that the intercessory prayers of the Saints take the place of
or somehow augment the sacrifice of Christ. What we do believe is expressed
in the Letter of James: “the prayer of a righteous man is of powerful effect” (St.
James 5:16).
The Scripture contains many examples of people interceding with the Lord
during His earthly life. For example, the first miracle of Jesus at Cana of Galilee
takes place at the request of His Mother (St. John 2). Or who can forget the
poignant words of Mary to Jesus concerning her brother:
Lord, if you had been here my brother would not have died. And
even now I know that whatever You ask from God will give You
(John 11:22-23).
The tradition of the members of the Church praying for one another’s con-
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cerns out of love stems from the Apostolic Church: “Confess your sins to one another and pray for one another that you may be healed” (St. James 5:15). And we
especially ask the prayers of those whom the Holy Spirit has manifested,
through miracles or answered prayers, to be the friends of Christ.
Few, if any, are the fundamentalists who would deny the possibility of praying for one another - if they did, all of the “dial-a-prayer” services would have
to be shut down. But, taken to its logical conclusion, their denial of the intercessory prayer of the Saints, the friends of Christ, is a denial of all intercessory prayer.
Perhaps what really bothers them is the concept that dead Saints are called
upon to pray for us. St. Seraphim of Sarov (+1833) told his spiritual children
shortly before his death: When I am no longer with you come to my tomb often,
bring all your worries, all your troubles, tell me everything that is grieving you, talk
to me as to a living person because, for you, I shall go on living....
The Scripture also maintains that the friends of God are active for us, even
though their lives are now “hidden with Christ” (Colossians 3:3). In the Old
Testament book of Second Maccabees, Judah Maccabee is strengthened for
battle by a vision of the departed high priest Onias, a righteous servant of God
in his lifetime, praying with outstretched hands for the Jews who were about
to go into battle against the pagan Greeks. In the same vision, the Old Testament Prophet Jeremiah hands him a golden sword to strike down the enemies
of God (II Maccabees 15:12-16).
Unfortunately, many Protestant churches have rejected the book of Maccabees
as a legitimate part of the Canon of Scripture. They adopted the artificially
contrived Hebrew canon that eliminates the Maccabean books because their
Hebrew originals did not survive. (Oddly enough, the Feast of Hannukah is
drawn from these books.) It must be conceded, though, that the example cited
shows that in the time of the Maccabees (the second century before Christ),
it was believed that the Saints continued their prayers even in death.
You will remember too that in the Lord’s parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus,
it is “Father Abraham,” the greatest of the Jewish Saints who was already dead
by the time of Christ for about two thousand years, who receives the beggar
Lazarus into his bosom at his death (St. Luke 16:19-31).
According to the Scripture, then, the bond of love that connects the Church
on earth with the Church in heaven is not severed in death but strengthened,
and the friends of Christ continue their compassion towards those who ask for
their prayers before the Lord Jesus Christ.
While some people are willing to accept that the Saints are able to continue
their prayers for us in death, they may not be willing to accept the veneration
of their relics or the possibility of the sanctity of objects associated with them,
such as anointing with oil from the lamps at their tombs. The Fathers of the
Church believed that in death, the residue, as it were, of the operation of the
Holy Spirit in the lives of these remarkable men and women was still present
in their remains and these remains often were and are a vehicle through which
the Holy Spirit continues to work on earth. For instance, the author of the eyewitness account of the Martyrdom of Polycarp of Smyrna records that after
Polycarp was martyred and his body burned, the Christians of Smyrna “took
up his bones, more precious than costly stones and more valuable than gold,
and laid them away in a suitable place.”
Polycarp was martyred on February 23, 155 A.D. at the age of eighty-six. It
would have been quite possible for him to hear the preaching of the Apostles
as a child and, indeed, one tradition links him with the Apostle John. The
Christian Church in Smyrna was not introducing a man-made doctrine in venerating the relics of their martyred bishop at this early date.
This teaching about relics (which was no doubt abused in the Middle Ages
when “vendors” in the Holy Land sold the gullible Western Crusaders such
bizarre things as the “eggs of the Holy Spirit,” laid when the Spirit was revealed as a dove) has it origins in the Scripture. The book of Second Kings in
the Old Testament tells of how a corpse came to life again after being entombed, out of haste, with the bones of the prophet Elisha (II Kings 13:21).
In the New Testament, Acts 19:12 tells that so many miracles were worked by
God through the Apostle Paul that people touched handkerchiefs and aprons
to his body and then used them to heal their sick and drive out demons. Acts
5:15 tells how people put out their sick so that the Apostle Peter’s shadow
would fall upon them and heal them.
The tradition of Orthodox Christians in valuing the remains of their Saints is
consonant with the Scripture and the practice of the Apostolic Church. To
deny the concept of relics is, ultimately, a denial of the sanctifying work of the
Holy Spirit.
In closing, we can bring to mind the words of St. John of Kronstadt (+1908)
concerning the honoring of Saints and their prayers for us: Those Christian
communities who do not venerate the saints and do not call upon them in prayer
lose much in devotion and in Christian hope. They deprive themselves of the great
strengthening of their faith by the examples of people like unto themselves.
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reasoning comprehension but are discovered by the humble and pure of heart.
There is found in scripture the sense of perpetual surprise at the fact of our
human existence, the existence of all creatures out of God’s free creation of
this amazing world; “…they have seen the works of Yahweh, his wonders in
the deep” (Ps 107:23).
Wonder is different from curiosity in that it preludes scientific knowledge
which disappears when causes are determined and phenomena adequately explained. The development of the gift of wonder is the prerequisite for an authentically balanced human existence. The way of faith and the way of prayer
lead us through acts of wonder and amazement to discover God at the heart
of his material creation, which is “very good”.
“Meditate on God’s wonders. Can you tell how God controls them or how
his clouds make the lightning flash? Can you tell how he holds the clouds in
balance: a miracle of consummate skill? When your clothes are hot to your
body and the earth lies still under the south wind, can you help him spread the
vault of heaven, or temper that mirror of cast metal? (Jb. 37: 14-17).
The Psalmist never tires of wondering at how marvelously God created him:
“It was you who created my inmost self, and put me together in my mother’s
womb; for all these mysteries I thank you: for the wonder of myself; for the
wonder of your works (Ps. 139:13-14).
Wonder is always a surprise that dramatically bursts upon us with a suddenness that produces in us amazement or astonishment. We cannot create wonder because we cannot create for us something that will surprise us. We cannot
control it since it is a gift we cannot actively bring about or manipulate. Such
an experience, such as contemplating God’s beauty in his creation, reduces us
in its suddenness and gentle power to lift us outside of ourselves and our habitual, rational ways of perceiving the world around us to a sense of hesychia
(inner stillness, peace of the heart). God’s sacredness and holiness melt into
each other as we move into awe and reverence before God’s beauty and power
in such a silent openness in adoration of the Divine maker of all beauty.
Basically we all fear the unknown. This is why we plan our daily activities to
keep the unexpected and unexplainable to a minimum. We prefer being old
wineskins, no longer able to stretch when the new wine is poured into us, and
it ferments. We wish no strangeness, no challenges, no crosses, no trials, no sufferings, and no risks! We all basically long for surprises, new loves, new experiences, new challenges, but we also fear letting go of the familiar and our
habitual control over the familiar. But in wonder we must abandon the aggressive self-control since we must allow others simply to be and we to rejoice
in their unique presence.
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Father Tatum Ordained in Manassas
MANASSAS, VIRGINIA--His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas of Amissos, on May 3, 2009, at a Divine Hierarchical Liturgy at Nativity of Our Lord
Orthodox Church in Manassas, Virginia, ordained Father Deacon Maximus
Tatum to the Holy Priesthood. The newly ordained Father Maximus is the
4th priest to come from Nativity of Our Lord since its founding by Fr. John
Lazarek in 1993.
Father Maximus holds a doctorate from William & Mary University in Education. He is a combat veteran having served in both the U.S.Air Force and
U.S. Army. Father Maximus is a federal government employee and travels frequently to the Middle East. He is married to Carmen nee-Stretch and has two
children Hannah, age 13, and Isaac, age 1. They live in Norfolk, Virginia,
where Fr. Maximus will begin work on founding a new diocesan mission
parish.
Present at the ordination were Father Maximus’ mother, Gay Kennedy, from
Florida, and his elder brother Joseph Tatum, from St. Augustine, Florida;
Joseph is a catechumen.
In his homily Metropolitan Nicholas charged the newly ordained Father Maximus to “let nothing deter you from raising up spiritual children to Christ our
true God. Give them spiritual birth through Baptism--in the Name of the
Holy, Consubstantial, Life-Giving and Undivided Trinity. Nourish them
through the teachings of our Master and Lord. Present these spiritual children
to Christ as newly-planted olive trees round about His Holy Table. And never
be deterred from your mission!”
At liturgy’s end, His Eminence presented letters of recognition for dedicated
service to Nativity and the diocese to: Vladimir Atseff, Parish Advisory Council Vice President; Burk Andrews, Responsible for the Brotherhood of St. Maximus the Confessor; Priscilla Saboe, Responsible for the Sisterhood of St.
Julianna of Paraskevo; and Michelle Forman for her years of steadfast educational support for the children of Nativity. While Nativity’s success is due to
many, these parishioners merit specific recognition given their years of service
and support.
Nativity of Our Lord Orthodox Church has historically maintained a strong
presence at Christ the Saviour Seminary. Seminary graduates who later became priests are: Fr. Nicholas Wyborski, St. Nectarios Mission Parish in Lakeland, Florida; Fr. Nectarios Trevino, Nativity of Our Lord Orthodox Church
in Manassas, Virginia; and Fr. Joseph Edgington, St. Thomas Orthodox
Church in Waldorf, Maryland.
At the present time Nativity of Our Lord has five seminarians, Subdeacon
Michael Sivy, Reader Gerasimos Seaman, Ruairi Murray, Andrew Roesell, and
Tudor Stefan Popesciu. All were present at the ordination. The seminarians
presented Fr. Maximus with a newly silver plated antique censer.

Thus we encounter the cross and the call to embrace a cognitive dying to our
illusions that a human being can continue to create our own worlds and persons and even God without a death. This is the way Jesus lived his earthly life
and tells us, if we wish to have a part with him, we too must live according to
this universal law implicit in the wonder-experience. If you wish to live an authentic, human life as a person, living fully unto God’s glory, you must lose
your former way of viewing the world exclusively from your own self-centeredness. But if you hold on to that optic and exclude wonder in your life,
you will surely lose your life as an authentically fully alive, unique person.
We must relinquish our own activity as the prime source of all reality. Humility is demanded and a willingness to reverence the “other” is needed. Such
a “passover” experience in wonder brings us to a sense of delight and enjoyment of new-found enrichment. The seed dies and brings forth a hundredfold.
God’s revelation of his reality in self-giving and his immanence to us at all
times is the basis of our Orthodox Faith upon which we build the reason why
we can truly have the wonderment of a child at all times before our Heavenly
Father. Retaining this true son-ship as a child of God, we are called also to be
adults who can enjoy an even greater sense of wonder through the gift of the
Holy Spirit. We can enjoy a greater openness to God’s amazing humility and
love in his creation of this universe, in the perfect gift of his incarnate Word
(Logos) Jesus Christ, indwelling us through his Holy Spirit.
When our wonder before the Triune God becomes a habitual attitude giving
us new eyes of faith, then we will understand that true wonder leads always to
true worship of God.
Father John Zboyovski Metropolitan Nicholas presents the newly ordained Fr. Maximus Tatum to the faithful of The Nativity of
Our Lord Church in Manassas.
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Encounter 2009
Diocesan Altar Boy Retreat
JOHNSTOWN, PA--Plans are underway for the Annual Altar Boy’s Retreat
which will take place from June 28-July 1, 2009 at Christ the Saviour Seminary and Cathedral. The Very Rev. David Cochran has been appointed director of this year’s retreat.
The theme for this year’s retreat is “Christ Lives in Me” (a paraphrase of Galatians 2:20). The retreat is also dedicated to the memory Fr. Stephen Dutko,
one of the founders of the retreat and his memorable phrase: “I love being a
Priest” In addition to participation in daily prayers, liturgical services, classes,
and instruction in Plain Chant, the participants will be hosted on Monday,
June 30, by the Sts. Peter and Paul Parish of Windber, PA where they will
enjoy swimming, sports and other recreational activities, and a barbeque.
On Tuesday all will participate in the Divine Liturgy in the Diocesan Cathedral and after brunch and classes, will board the buses for a trip to Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania for a visit to PNC Park to take in the baseball game between the
Pittsburgh Pirates and the Chicago Cubs.
This year, we are pleased to inform you that you will be able to watch the retreat liturgy live (Tuesday June 30 at 9:00 am) and by demand on our diocesan website at http://www.acrod.org/livebroadcast.html We will also post
photos as time permits on our diocesan website either during or immediately
following the retreat. All parishes of the diocese are urged to underwrite the
$85.00 participation fee for their altar servers, recognizing that the altar boy
of today may very well be the priest of tomorrow!
All parish priests are kindly asked to send the completed registration forms
for each of their altar boys attending by June 12, 2009 - with a check payable
to the Altar Boy Retreat in the amount of $85.00 per participant to:

Pictured above is the home that now serves as the Lived Theology School in Toronto.

Very Rev. David Cochran
40 Beaver Dam Rd.
Stratford, CT 06614

TORONTO, ONTARIO--St John the Compassionate Mission, a diocesan
apostolate, with the blessing of Metropolitan Nicholas opened what is now For additional information on the Altar Boy’s Retreat, please contact Fr. David
Cochran at (203)-385-1020 or at pdavidcochran@msn.com
called LTS – a short form for Lived Theology School.
This is a new resource for our diocese open to anyone over the age of 18. LTS
offers a unique opportunity to spend a year as an intern in Canada learning
and living our Orthodox faith while engaging in mission work with others.
The year is composed of times of structured theological study and reflection
that focuses on mission and pastoral work. At times the interns will have a
hands-on experience of working at St John the Compassionate Mission and
other places such as the local jail. Interns live in a 7-bedroom house that is at
a walking distance from the Mission. Part of the year’s experience involves
community life among the interns and active participation in our mission
parish of St Silouan of Athos.
This experience is perfect for students looking for a meaningful gap year or
who have finished college and want to take the opportunity to live more deeply
their Orthodox faith and learn how to do mission work. It is also helpful for
those discerning a priestly or diaconal vocation and for those in mid-life career changes.

Prayers and best wishes go out to the Pani Donna Smoley as she recovers from her recent surgery. Cards may be
sent to:
1731 West 50th Street
Erie, PA 16509

ALSO
Please remember Father Stephen Jula and Father Michael
Conrad who have been hospitalized recently. Cards may be
sent to:
Father Stephen Jula
3640 Christfield Drive

The purpose of this school is to give a strong theological, spiritual, pastoral and
practical experience so that interns leave LTS with the necessary qualifications
and knowledge to find their own ways of doing “mission work” back home.

Rockey River, H 44116

At this time LTS is open to receive anyone interested from our diocese, who
will receive priority consideration. This is the only educational opportunity of
its kind among Orthodox in North America.

P.O. Box 33639

Father Michael Conrad
North Royalton, OH 44133

Please see the LTS website at www.livedtheologyschool.org for further details.
St. John the Compassionate Mission opened its doors on January 30, 1987.
They first began by renting a small store on 53 Blake Street in the middle of
a densely populated Public Housing Project. The opening day was an act of
trust in God’s desire to plant a presence of Faith, Hope and Love in that needy
neighborhood. In 1995, after a period of being homeless for one year, the Mission moved out of Blake Street and with the help of friends, purchased a building on Broadview Avenue. This place is large enough to accommodate all their
needs. All the renovation work in the building, including the chapel, was done
by volunteers.
Their purpose is to be and to build an inclusive community through the gifts
and the needs that each of us brings. This Community of Love is a place of
healing and nourishment occurring through awakening the God-given dignity and value of each person, while responding to each person’s needs.

Shop at our New Diocesan
Online Mini-mall
Orthodox Goods.Com
Featuring the products of the Seminary Bookstore,
Gloria Incense and Liturgical Publications.
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National A.C.R.Y. Sponsors Successful Lenten Retreats

Western Regional Retreat in Rockford, IL.

Eastern Regional Retreat, Valley Forge, PA.

uring the time of the Great Fast, Lenten Retreats were held in the eastern, western and central regions of the Diocese. Sponsored by the National A.C.R.Y and open to all Diocesan faithful, a record number of adults
and children availed themselves of the opportunity to spiritually nourish their
souls through their participation in the day long retreats.
The Central Regional Retreat was the first of the three regional retreats, which
took place at Camp Nazareth on Saturday, March 14, 2009. Hosted by Fr.
Michael and Pani Jesica Ellis, the retreat participants enjoyed a peaceful day
in the serene setting in hills of Western Pennsylvania. The retreat-masters for
the Central Regional Retreat were the Rev Fr. Stephen Loposky, pastor of St.
Mary’s Church of Corning, New York and the Very Rev Fr. Miles Zdinak of
Saints Peter and Paul Church of Windber, PA.
Father Stephen Loposky gave an insightful presentation to the adults in attendance on the topic: How Church Music Helps Us through the Lenten Season.
In his presentation, he stressed that the hymns of the Church are a treasure
trove of wisdom and inspiration. They help us to enter into the mind of the
Church and teach us how we should think, see and speak. They challenge us
to examine our lives in light of the gospel of Christ. During the afternoon session, the participants were given the opportunity to examine specific hymns
from the various Lenten and Holy Week offices to gain a deeper appreciation
of their poetic beauty and catechetical nature.
Father Miles spoke to the youth in attendance on the topic of how water has
been used to sanctify creation and unite creation with God. The youth learned
of the Spirit moving across the waters at creation, to the cleansing of the waters at the time of Noah, to the birth of a nation as Israel crossed through the
waters of the Red Sea as if as on dry ground. The youth learned of the many
ways water is used by the Church to unite us with God’s divine energy: from
the waters of baptism to the holy water which sanctifies our homes and our
lives and all the things in them with God’s divine presence through the grace
of the All-Holy Spirit. The group went with Fr. Miles to the Church of Saints
Cyril and Methodius to learn about the blessing of water. The group participated in the rite of the lesser blessing of water in the camp church. Each child
was given a small container of the blessed water to take home. The children
then had the opportunity to make a cross banner depicting aspects of our Lord
and Saviour’s life from His birth to His Resurrection and watched the video,
“Prince of Egypt,” which depicts the saving acts of God for His people and
their passage into a nation as they passed through the waters of the Red Sea.
The Eastern Regional Retreat was held at the National Christian Conference
Center in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania on Saturday April 4, 2009. The retreat
was well received with nearly 80 adults
and children in attendance. The retreat-masters for the one day retreat
were the Very Rev. Fr. Edward Pehanich of the St Nicholas Churches of
Jacobs Creek and Monongahela, PA,
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Peter Paproski, National Sr. ACRY Spiritual
Advisor and Protodeacon Gregory
Benc of St. John the Baptist Church,
Perth Amboy, NJ.
Addressing the adults in attendance,
Fr. Edward Pehanich spoke on the
topic: “Finding Solace in Suffering and
Pain.” In his presentation, Fr. Edward
addressed two topics that cause people to have a crisis of faith, question

their faith, and/or lose their faith: Why do bad things happen to good people?
and, Why does it seem my prayers are ignored and not answered? The retreat was
spent on an in-depth study and survey of both the Old and New Testaments
which speak on these themes along with reviewing writings of the Church Fathers and more modern saints. The participants learned that answers to the
question of “Why do bad things happen” from Scripture and the Fathers center on four themes:

D

1. God is testing our faith
2. Suffering is a means of God correcting or perfecting us
3. Suffering is a means for our union with God and imitation of Jesus
4. At times, the “Why?” of suffering is ultimately a mystery and beyond
human comprehension as in the theme of the Book of Job
Fr. Edward and the participants reviewed scriptural passages which describe
reasons why our prayers are not answered: praying with wrong motives, lack
of faith, and unconfessed sin. The participants also learned that there are three
ways that God answers our prayers: the answer is delayed, the answer is disguised, or the request is denied. We also reviewed Jesus’ High Priestly prayers
from John 17 as a model for our prayer and what the Lord considers important.
In addition to the adults, more than two dozen youth participated in two separate workshops. Fr. Peter Paproski spoke to the teens on the topic: “Commending Ourselves and All of Our Lives to Christ Our God.” Comparing and
contrasting famous contemporary sport, music and movie stars to the saints
of the Church, Father Peter led a lively interactive discussion with the teenagers
about exercising discernment in the spiritual life. In his presentation, Fr. Peter
challenged the teenagers to pay attention to the lyrics of the music they listen
to, and the behavior of their favorite actors and sports figures and ask themselves if God is being glorified through their life and works. Together the participants studied the lives of several saints of the Church, who lived even more
“extreme” lives than today’s pop stars, and did so in a God-pleasing way. Working in small groups, the teens gained a deeper appreciation for the power of
faith that allowed especially the martyrs of the Church to combat the evil of
their time, and truly give their lives over completely to God. The afternoon session concluded with a discussion of practical ways the youth can strengthen
and deepen their faith through reading scripture, adopting a regular rule of
prayer, regularly attending church services, participating frequently in the Mysteries of Confession and Communion
and assisting with the outreach work
of their parishes. Fr. Matthew and
Pani Jodi Moriak, spoke to the youth
assembled about Pan-Orthodox missionary trips through the Orthodox
Christian Mission Center and the
Real Break Program offered by the
Orthodox Christian Fellowship Campus Ministry. Fr. Andrew Fetchina,
the director of the Diocesan Apostolate for Youth, spoke briefly to the assembled youth about the upcoming
youth pilgrimages, and Alex Breno,
National Jr. ACRY President, led a
short discussion on the Jr. ACRY.

Central Regional Retreat, Camp Nazareth.

-cont’d on page 8
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Protodeacon Gregory Benc spoke to the youngest in attendance about the significance of Great Lent and Holy Week. Explaining to the youth about the
love of Jesus Christ for the world, Father Deacon Gregory reviewed the major
events of the final days of Christ, which led to the Cross, the Tomb and the
Third-Day Resurrection. The children spent an enjoyable day in interactive
learning through short explanatory talks, games and crafts. Each participant
created their own footprint journey poster showing the major events of holy
week events leading to the Resurrection. The day’s events also include the
chanting of Morning Prayers and Prayers at the Sixth Hour, a delicious Lenten
lunch and opportunities for confession.
The spiritual guidance of St. John of the Ladder on overcoming the passions
was the focus for the Western Regional Lenten Retreat, held on Saturday, April
4, 2009. The Reverend Father Stephen Hrycyniak, the rector of St. Nicholas
Orthodox Church (OCA), Kenosha, Wisconsin, spoke on “Dispassion in the
Ladder of Divine Ascent” by St. John Climacus.
The Reverend Father Basil Aden welcomed priests and faithful who gathered
on Saturday, April 4, 2009 in the newly renovated Christ the Savior Orthodox Church in Rockford, Illinois for the Lenten program. The Reverend Father Lev Holowaty of the Descent of the Holy Spirit Orthodox Church,
Schererville, Indiana, preached on denying oneself and taking up one’s cross.
Joined by the other deanery clergy, the Very Reverend Father Samuel Sherry,
Dean, led a Moleben to the Holy Cross. After a time of confessions, Parish
Council President Jonathan Zimmerman welcomed all to a Lenten supper
cooked and served by the faithful of the Christ the Savior parish.
Father Stephen Hrycyniak, who has completed graduate and post-graduate
work in pastoral studies and leadership and is an Adjunct Professor in the Institute of Pastoral Studies of Loyola University Chicago, gave a helpful review
of St. John of the Ladder’s profound understanding of the passions. He said
that these sicknesses of the soul are not “natural” to us but that they can become our “second nature” if left untreated. He used the theology of St. John
Climacus, pastoral theology, and family systems theory to give some insightful comments on identifying these maladies within oneself. He then referred
to Bishop Kallistos Ware’s teaching that the healthy spiritual struggle does not
repress our emotions but redirects them toward their proper goal.
Attendance at the Diocesan Regional Retreats has been growing steadily during the past several years. This is reflective of a growing desire on the part of
our Diocesan faithful and in particular our young families, to learn more about
the Orthodox Faith. These retreats provide opportunities for spiritual growth,
Christian fellowship, and to take a break from the stress and cares of daily life.
Special thanks are offered to the National ACRY for sponsoring these retreats
as they have done over the years and in particular for covering the rental costs
for the use of the National Christian Conference Center; Tracey Bilanin of
Holy Ghost Church, Phoenixville, PA for organizing and coordinating the
Eastern Regional Retreat, Fr. Basil Aden and Christ The Saviour Parish of
Rockford, IL for their hospitality in hosting the Western Region Retreat and
Fr. Michael and Pani Jesica Ellis for extending the hospitality of Camp
Nazareth for the Central Region Retreat.

21st Diocesan Council/Sobor
Deadlines Rapidly Approaching!
PERTH AMBOY, NJ – Parishes are reminded that a number of
deadlines concerning the 21st Diocesan Council/Sobor—to be held
at the Ukrainian Orthodox Cultural Center in South Bound Brook,
NJ—are rapidly approaching.

Commemorative Journal Ad Deadline
Ads for the Sobor Commemorative Journal should be submitted by
May 25, 2009 to:
Fr. Michael Chendorain
64 Beach Street
Rockaway, NJ 07866
Parishes can be a Gold Sponsor ($150) or a Silver Sponsor ($100)
Checks should be made out to: 21st Diocesan Council.

Meal Package Deadline
It is mandatory for all delegates to purchase a Meal Package at a cost
of $200. Kindly fill out the form that was mailed out to each parish
and return it with full payment to:
Father Andrew Fetchina
211 W. Grand Avenue
Rahway, NJ 07065
Checks should be made out to: 21st Diocesan Council. This should
be submitted by June 9, 2009.

Room Reservation Deadline
Delegates will be housed at the Holiday Inn Somerset. Room rates
are $89 per night. Reservations can be made by calling the hotel at:
732.356.1700 and referring to the group code ‘CRO’. This, too,
should be done by June 9, 2009.

Flight Arrangements
Anyone flying into Newark Liberty International Airport should
contact Father Michael Rosco, Council Chairman with your flight
information and arrangements will be made to provide you with
transportation to the Holiday Inn.

Directions To Ukrainian Orthodox
Cultural Center
From the NJ Turnpike: take exit 10 to Interstate 287 North. Follow 10 miles
to Exit 10 (formerly exit 6) (Route 527 New Brunswick/South Bound Brook).
Follow Rt. 527 North (Easton Ave.) to first traffic light and make left onto
Davidson Ave.
From Route 287: traveling NORTH, take exit 10 (formerly exit 6) (Route
527 New Brunswick/South Bound Brook). Follow Rt. 527 North (Easton
Ave.) to first traffic light and make left onto Davidson Ave.
From Route 287: traveling SOUTH, take exit 10 (formerly exit 6) (Route 527
New Brunswick/South Bound Brook). At the bottom of the exit ramp get into
the left lane immediately and make left hand turn (Follow signs for Rt. 527
Bound Brook). Go under overpass of Rt. 287. Continue straight to the first
traffic light. Make a left onto Davidson Ave.
From Upstate New York/New England: Take NY Thruway to the Garden State
Parkway South. Take exit 129 for Rt. 1 & 9 South. At first interchange follow
signs for Route 287 North. Follow 10 miles to Exit 10 (formerly exit 6) (Route
527 New Brunswick/South Bound Brook). Follow Rt. 527 North (Easton
Ave.) to first traffic light and make left onto Davidson Ave.

Father Edward Pehanich addresses the Retreat participants at the National Christian Conference Center
in Valley Forge.

The Holiday Inn Somerset is located ½ mile North of the Cultural Center on
Davidson Avenue.
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Who of us can imagine the extent of the shame that will descend on us and our children, when finally the veil falls from our eyes and the awful crimes which are beyond measure become visible to the whole world? For it is (the average citizen’s)
apathy which has given these sinister men the chance to act as they have. . . indeed,
(each citizen) is himself guilty, for the fact that they could have come to power in
the first place! Everyone wishes to exonerate himself from this complicity, and everyone then does so and then can sleep again with a clear conscience. But he cannot
exonerate himself, everyone is guilty, guilty, guilty!

Alexander Schmorell - New Martyr
(1917-1943)

T

he 20th century has been described as one of the most bloody centuries
in human history with countless examples of man’s inhumanity to man.
Certainly the most infamous and heinous example of man’s capability for cruelty and barbarity is the Holocaust perpetrated by the Nazis against the Jewish people and other perceived enemies of the Nazi German state. In looking
at photographs of piles of human bodies inside concentration camps and of
children with numbers tattooed on the arms herded into cattle cars one wonders: Did anyone speak out against these horrors? Did anyone in Germany rise
up against the slaughter of their neighbors? A number of Orthodox Christians
in Germany and in Nazi occupied Europe did exactly this and paid with their
lives for their courage. Among the best known is St. Maria Skobtsova of Paris
who perished in a Nazi concentration camp in 1944 and was glorified as a
saint by the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 2004. Lesser known is a young Orthodox layman, Alexander Schmorell, who has not yet been glorified as a saint,
but who is widely venerated among
Orthodox Christians in Germany as a
New Martyr.
Alexander Schmorell was born in Russia in 1917 and was baptized in the
Orthodox Faith. His father, Hugo
Schmorell, a doctor, was German, although he had been born in Russia
and lived there most of his life. His
mother, Natalia Vvedenskaya, was
Russian and the daughter of an Orthodox priest. When Alexander was
two years old, his mother died and a
year later his father remarried a
woman named Elisabeth Hoffman
who was also a German, but who had
grown up in Russia.
The Schmorell family fled Russia for
Germany in 1921 in order to escape
from the Communists, and despite
living in a new country, Russian continued to be the language of the home.
While Alexander’s siblings were raised
in the Roman Catholic faith, he remained a faithful communicant of the
Orthodox Church. According to his
friend, Lilo Ramdohr, Alexander always had a Bible with him and had a
life-long love of Orthodoxy.
According to the Nazi ideology, the
Slavs belonged to the great horde of
untermenschen, that is, people who supposedly were barely human. When the time came for Alexander to be sworn
into military service, he told his commanding officer that he could not in good
conscience swear loyalty to Adolph Hitler and asked to be released from military duty. His request was denied and yet, there were no repercussions for his
refusal. In 1938 he took part in the annexation of Austria and later the Nazi
invasion of Czechoslovakia.
In the summer of 1942, Alexander and a group of friends, Hans Scholl, Sophia
Scholl, Willie Graf, and Christoph Probst, wrote a series of six anti-Nazi resistance leaflets. Calling themselves The White Rose, they called on Germans
to passively resist Hitler and the Nazis. The second leaflet, in a passage written by Schmorell, is the only known public outcry by any German resistance
group against the Holocaust. Schmorell, Hans Scholl, and Graf were sent to
Russia earlier that year with the German military. They were all horrified
when they witnessed a group of naked Jews shot in a pit and the mass rape of
Russian women. In one of the leaflets they wrote:

On February 18, 1943, Hans and Sophia Scholl were caught distributing
leaflets at the University in Munich. On February 22, the Scholls, along with
Christoph Probst, were found guilty of treason and condemned to death. As
Sophia was being led to execution her last words were:
How can we expect righteousness to prevail when there is hardly anyone willing to
give himself up individually for a righteous cause? Such a fine, sunny day and I
have to go. But what does my death matter, if thousands of people are awakened
by us and stirred into action. The sun still shines.

Martyrdom

A

lexander Schmorell attempted to escape to Switzerland but was caught
and arrested on February 24. On July 13, 1943, at the age of 25, Alexander Schmorell was beheaded by guillotine at Stadelheim Prison in Munich. In
his last letter to his parents he wrote:
Munich, the 13th of July, 1943
My dear father and mother,
Now it shall be none other than this,
and by the will of God, today I shall
have my earthly life come to a close in
order to go into another, which will
never end and in which all of us will
again meet. Let this future meeting be
your comfort and your hope. Unfortunately, this blow will be harder for you
than for me, because I go in the certainty, that in my deep conviction, I
have served the truth. All of this leaves
me with a calm conscience, despite how
near the hour of death is. Think of the
millions of young men who have lost
their lives outside in the fields. Their lot
is mine as well. . . . . In just a few hours
I will be in a better life, by my mother,
and I will not forget you; I will ask God
to grant you solace and peace. And I
will wait for you! One thing, above all,
let me leave this on your hearts: Never
forget God!!!
Your Schurik
Following his execution, Schmorell
was buried behind the prison in the
cemetery at Perlacher Forst. After the end of World War II, American forces
came and built a base behind Perlacher Forst. When they left in the 1990s, the
military buildings and property were sold. One of the buildings left behind
was a church which was purchased by the Russian Orthodox Church Outside
of Russia for use by their Munich parish. Alexander Schmorell’s home parish
is now across the street from where his relics are buried. He is pictured on the
icon screen there and it is expected that he will be glorified as a saint in the near
future.

His Significance

E

ach year on the First Sunday of Great Lent we observe the Triumph of
Orthodoxy, which recalls the restoration of icons to their proper use in the
Church’s worship in 843 A.D. We honor the memory of those who defended
the proper use of icons since they serve as proof that the Lord truly took on
-cont’d on page 11
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Lenten Pilgrimage
TAYLOR, PA--On Palm Sunday, April 12, 2009, members of Saint George’s
Church in Taylor, PA, made a pilgrimage, an otpust, to their parish cemetery.
As participants braved the chilly weather, steep terrain, and for some the heaviness of the cross, they gained more insight into the sufferings of our Savior.
The pilgrimage began with a somber procession up the mountain while
singing some of the Lenten Hymns and reflection on the events of Christ’s
Passion. Before climbing the steepest and most challenging part of the mountain trail, the Gospel account of the Passion was read. Pilgrims struggled to
make their way up the rocky terrain, remembering Christ’s own struggle to
carry His Cross to the place of execution. The pilgrimage destination was a
small parcel of land within the cemetery confines on which a memorial for
un-baptized babies was erected by Christopher Souter in fulfillment of his
Eagle Scout Project. This too was a momentous yet spiritually somber occasion. Upon reaching this new memorial grove and the place where the cross
would be planted, the beams of the cross were assembled by several men from
the parish. Those present could not help but be moved by the sound of the
bolts being hammered into the cross as the hymns of Bridegroom Matins were
chanted softly in the background. After the cross was raised, pilgrims sang the
Beatitudes with the refrain, “Remember us, O Lord, when You come into Your
Kingdom. The pilgrimage concluded with prayers for the repose of the souls
of the departed infants. One participant commented that during the singing
of Eternal Memory, “you could feel the very presence of God along with the
souls of the departed.” It is certain that this Lenten Pilgrimage will be an annual event at St. George’s Church in Taylor. Pastor of St. George’s Church is
Protopresbyter Mark Leasure.

May 24, 2009

LATROBE, PA--St. Stephen’s parishioners “Walk because they walk.” The Latrobe Ministerium of Churches has been walking in the annual Crop Walk
against hunger for twenty-four years, and St. Stephen’s has been walking for
almost half that time. Once again, parishioners collected donations and walked
the Walk on Sunday, May 3, with hundreds of other participants from the Latrobe area. Of the monies collected, 25% is kept in Latrobe to feed the hungry in the area. The rest is sent around the globe. Most of the donations from
St. Stephen’s have been earmarked to go to the IOCC. This year the need is
greater than ever, and the parishioners of St. Stephen’s have once again responded!
St. Stephen’s also held its Easter Charity Dinner on Western Easter. For the
past ten years, the parish has been inviting those from the Latrobe area who
are in need to gather in fellowship to celebrate this joyous feast. About half of
our guests come because of economic need. About half come because of spiritual/social need - they need to be with others and not be alone as they celebrate. The meal is served homestyle to encourage fellowship, and each guest
receives gifts and favors. The parishioners donate everything for the meal, they
prepare it, serve it, and also spend time with our guests as they eat and enjoy
themselves. This year we served close to one hundred people. Pastor of St.
Stephen’s Church is Fr. Nicholas Ferencz.

New Mission Parish Being Organized
JOHNSTOWN, PA – His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas has announced
that a new mission parish is now in the process of being organized. Father
James Blomeley, a newly-ordained vocation from St. Elizabeth Mission in
Woodstock, Georgia, has been blessed to do missionary work in the region
encompassing Murphy and Brasstown, North Carolina. For further information about the newly designated St. Nicholas Mission, or if you know of any
Orthodox faithful in that area kindly contact:

St. Nicholas Orthodox Mission
c/o Father James Blomeley
PO Bow 250
Brasstown, NC 28002
828.835.2171
(St. Nicholas number)828.361.1464
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hardly wait for Susan to finish so that they could end her dream with their cutting and hurtful comments.
But an amazing thing happened. When Susan opened her mouth, one would
have thought that an angel from a heavenly choir had descended and had
started singing. It was breath-taking listening to her—she performed magnificently, and the audience rose and gave her a rousing, prolonged standing ovation. The many eyes that had been “rolling” moments before were now filled
with tears. Even the jaded judges admitted that they had been wrong, paying
her high compliments while giving her the opportunity for fame and fortune—an opportunity no one was ever willing to give her simply because she
didn’t “fit the mold.”

“You can’t judge a book by its cover.” Yet we do it all the time. We forget that God
has made each of us different and unique. We have all been blessed with abilities that often go undiscovered because we may not wear the right clothes,
have the right hairstyle or look the right way—whatever that may be. Indeed,
it is a good thing that God doesn’t evaluate “talent” that way. He selected
Moses for one of the greatest tasks given to anyone: freeing the Israelites from
slavery and leading them to the Promised Land. By his own admission, Moses
was not a leader; he even had difficulty communicating with anyone. But God
saw strength in his character, and He helped him compensate for his weakness
by having his brother Aaron do the talking for him! In terms of his physical
appearance, The Apostle Paul was “nothing to write home about!” He is usually depicted in Eastern Iconography as being quite short, with a pronounced
receding hairline. If he had to audition for the part of “missionary” he never
JORDANVILLE, NY - On February 20-22, three of our Diocesan seminar- would have gotten the job. But he had a great talent for writing, and God saw
ians attended a meeting of the Orthodox Inter-Seminary Movement (OISM) what was in his heart, and he used Paul to spread His Gospel throughout the
held at Holy Trinity Monastery and Seminary in Jordanville, NY. Reader world through his written and spoken words. Yes, the men and women who
Joseph Gingrich, Reader Gregory Robel, and Reader Marc Wisnosky made have done the Lord’s work were certainly not cast by Hollywood for their chothe eight-hour trek through snow and ice to upstate New York to pray and sen roles. And how about all of the so-called “Fools for Christ” we read about
hold fellowship with Orthodox seminarians from around the country. This in the “Lives of the Saints” whose unsavory appearances never prevented them
was the first time in many years that students from Christ the Saviour Semi- from teaching great spiritual lessons to those around them?
nary attended an OISM meeting, and our seminarians were warmly welcomed Susan Boyle finally got her chance to pursue her dream. May we never stand
in the way of anyone trying to do this simply because they are different from
back.
The students arrived Friday night and ate dinner with the monks in the trapeza us. Remember: “Different,” is, sadly, usually a code word for “we don’t like
of Holy Trinity Monastery. After dinner, Matins were held in the lower church how you look.” As Orthodox Christians, we should understand the imporof Holy Trinity Cathedral, dedicated to the Carpatho-Russian saint, St. Job of tance of recognizing that we all have something to contribute to making the
Pochaev. All services at Holy Trinity are held in Church Slavonic, and our world a better place, regardless of appearance.
students understood more than most of the other seminarians due to their
training in Slavonic and the weekly Slavonic Divine Liturgies held in the semProtopresbyter Michael Rosco
inary chapel. After Matins, all of the seminarians met in Holy Trinity SemiEditor
nary for some light refreshments and discussion. Students came from Christ
The Church Messenger
the Saviour Seminary, Holy Trinity Seminary, St. Tikhon’s Seminary, St.
Vladimir’s Seminary, and Holy Cross Seminary, and represented nearly every
Orthodox jurisdiction in the United States. The students discussed “a day in
the life” of each seminary, and noted many similarities, as well as many dif- -Lives of the Saints, cont’d from page 9
human form. We honor the memory of such great champions of icons as St.
ferences.
Saturday began early, with 6:00 AM Divine Liturgy and Panachida for All John of Damascus and St. Theodore of Studios. Today in our own time there
Souls Saturday. After this beautiful Liturgy, the students ate breakfast then is a new attack against the holy icons: the icon of God which is the human pertoured the grounds of the seminary and monastery. They also met with Abbot son in his body and soul. The most perfect icon of God is a human person beArchimandrite Luke, who provided insight and discussion on catechesis of cause God declared as He created man: Let Us make man in Our image
our faithful. He then anointed everyone with myrrh he collected from a according to Our likeness… (Genesis 1:26).
myrrh-streaming icon when he was in Russia for the installation of Patriarch While the Nazis considered Jews, Slavs and other non-Aryan people to be unKirill.
termenschen, somewhat less than human, there are elements in our society
After lunch, the executive board of OISM held its Spring Meeting. Seminarians Gregory Robel and Marc Wisnosky were seated on the board representing Christ the Saviour. After this short meeting, the larger OISM general
meeting was held at which Seminarian Joseph Gringrich was elected OISM
Vice President, giving Christ the Saviour Seminary three seats on the executive board, more than any other seminary! This concluded the formal part of
the trip. The rest of the weekend was taken as a monastery pilgrimage by the
students.

today that consider certain classes of people less than human and not worthy
of dignity and respect as icons of God. The state of Washington recently passed
a referendum permitting terminally ill people to commit suicide along with the
help of their physician. Oregon voters, now with Washington voters, have decided that a terminal illness renders a person’s life not worth living. Abortion
is widely viewed as a human right and the child in the womb merely a piece
of disposable tissue. Racism against Blacks, Hispanics and other minorities
persists in many parts of the country. Recently in an eastern Pennsylvania coal
Sunday began with Divine Liturgy at 9 AM. Following Liturgy, the students
town, a Mexican immigrant was savagely beaten and killed simply for being a
enjoyed lunch with the other seminarians, pilgrims, faithful, and monastics
Mexican immigrant.
in the trapeza. After saying their fond good-byes, the students began the long
We honor the memory of courageous Orthodox Christians like Alexander
trek back to Johnstown.
Schmorell and St. Maria Skobtsova who stood up and said NO! to the deThis is a trip our three Diocesan seminarians will not soon forget, and they are
looking forward to representing our seminary in the Fall at the next OISM struction of God’s living icons. May their martyrdom inspire us to defend
human life from conception to natural death.
meeting at Holy Cross Seminary in Brookline, MA.
Originally founded in the 1960s, the Orthodox Inter-Seminary Movement
(OISM) seeks to foster prayer, fellowship, and cooperation among seminarians of the Orthodox Church from across North America.

Very Rev. Edward Pehanich
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Prison Ministry Awareness Sunday
May 24, 2009
The Sixth Sunday of Pascha
The Hierarchs of the Standing Conference of the Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas

PERIODICAL

...for the captives and for their salvation, let us pray to the Lord. (The Great Litany)

To all the Clergy and the Laity of the Holy Orthodox Churches in the Americas
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Christ is Risen!
We, the Hierarchs of SCOBA, have, by the grace of God, been blessed to designate the Sixth Sunday of
Pascha, this year on May 24, 2009, to be Prison Ministry Awareness Sunday in all Orthodox parishes of
North America. Although Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry (OCPM) is the youngest Agency of SCOBA,
it fulfills the direct and clear Evangelical command of the Lord, I was in prison, and you came unto Me (St.
Matthew 25:36). Nevertheless, even if we all do not or cannot visit those in prisons, we all can participate
in this healing ministry through our participation in the Divine Liturgy.
When, in each Divine Liturgy of our Church, we pray “for the captives and for their salvation,” we have the
opportunity to be mindful of the prisoners who are serving sentences in jails and penitentiaries throughout
this nation. There are those who become captives as a result of their own sins. The prisons of our Nation are
filled to overflowing. In fact, there are now more people incarcerated in the United States of America than
in any other nation in the world, at any time in history. Many prisoners sincerely seek to be delivered from
the chaos of their lives and be healed of their addictions, and they embrace repentance. They look to God
for meaning and restoration. The Holy Orthodox Church offers the Life that gives meaning to all life, and
is able to restore broken humanity to its original beauty.
This is where OCPM fulfills a vital and truly compassionate service of the Church. This ministry reaches into
the dark corners of America’s penal system to find captives who are looking for their salvation.
When we, the Members of SCOBA ask all of our parishes to find ways to support OCPM and encourage
this work, we invite you to be active agents of compassion, true servants and missionaries who work for the
salvation of those held captive by sin and evil which result in death. With such an understanding, let us listen to the voice of the Lord saying, I was in prison, and you came unto Me (St. Matthew 25:36), and join
our prayers together for the captives and for their salvation.

Additional DDD Donation from
Saints Peter and Paul Church m
Rockaway, New Jersey:
Mrs. Helen Angle
Mrs. Katherine Bowan
Mr. John Buzek
Mrs. Barbara Cahill
Olga Gallos
M/M Anthony George
M/M Michael George
M/M Stan Griff
Mrs. Anna Hollis
M/M Emil Janosec
Mr. John Lichtey
Mrs. Mary Lichtey
M/M Joseph Roman
Ann Smith

With paternal blessings and love in the Risen Christ,
+Archbishop DEMETRIOS, Chairman
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
+Metropolitan PHILIP, Vice Chairman
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
+Metropolitan CHRISTOPHER, Secretary
Serbian Orthodox Church in North and South America
+Metropolitan NICHOLAS of Amissos, Treasurer
American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese in the USA
+Archbishop NICOLAE
Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in the Americas
+Metropolitan JOSEPH
Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Church
+Metropolitan JONAH
Orthodox Church in America
+Metropolitan CONSTANTINE
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
+Archpriest Alexander Abramov
Acting Representative of the Moscow Patriarchate in the USA
+Bishop ILIA of Philomelion
Albanian Orthodox Diocese of America

Attention ACRY
Chapters
All forms and the minutes of the 64th
National Convention have been
mailed to the chapters. If you did not
receive the mailing please contact the
National A.C.R.Y. Secretary Maryann
Hudak at (201) 823-0305 or be email at mhudak7139@aol.com.

Family Day
June 14, 2009

