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ARCHPASTORAL LETTER FOR THE GREAT FAST

When Jesus heard that, He said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but
those who are sick” (Matthew 9:12).
Prot. N. 190
To the Very Reverend Protopresbyters, Very Reverend and Reverend Fathers, Monastics, and the pious faithful of our God-saved Diocese,
Glory to Jesus Christ!
Dear Fathers and faithful,

A

s we began our journey into the Triodion a few weeks ago, we were
reminded once again of the lessons that several parables had to teach
us, especially the two parables of the Publican and the Pharisee and the
Prodigal Son; these messages are repeated in the hymns of the Church

during the third and the fourth weeks of the Great Fast. Another parable
was at one time also used as an introduction to the Great Fast, but it fell
into disuse as a pre-Lenten theme; it is, however, still used in the hymns
of the fifth week of Lent, and that is the Parable of the Good Samaritan.
This Gospel parable is also used in the Mystery of Holy Unction, individually, and on the evening of Great and Holy Wednesday. We see in it
the need for healing, physically, but even more importantly, spiritually.
The Good Samaritan pours oil and wine onto the wounds of the unfortunate victim and loving cares for him at his own expense. In this we see
an image of our loving God.
In a beautiful spiritual book First Fruits of Prayer: A Forty-Day Journey
Through the Canon of St. Andrew, which I recommend for Lenten reading, Frederica Mathewes-Green succinctly outlines the Orthodox teaching on salvation and the need for healing in this way: “In western
-cont’d on page 9
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A New Story With An Old Message

A

few months ago, I read an article
online entitled “Why I Gave A
Guy A Dollar.” The author wrote of
her recent experience giving a dollar
to an apparent homeless man, who
was “soliciting donations” near the
entrance of a shopping center parking
lot. (That’s the politically correct way
of saying he was begging!) After
doing so, the grateful man thanked
her and left her with the words: “God
bless you.” As she walked away, a
middle-aged man in a silver SUV
pulled up beside her, rolled down his
window, sneering as he yelled out
“Sucker” as he drove off. The woman
was troubled by all aspects of this
chance encounter. Indeed, the man
who was the beneficiary of her kindness could well have been a drug addict, sex offender or murderer. He
may also have had more money than
her! No one likes to be thought of as
a fool, and she wondered if she had
truly done the right thing. Then she
remembered the beggar’s parting
comment of “God bless you” and she
concluded that God does bless those

who willingly do acts of charity. She
suddenly felt good about herself, and
she came to this astute conclusion:
“The man’s past shouldn’t matter—only
his present should. He was a human
being in need. I had a dollar to give, so
I gave it.”
Who among us has not shared the
cynicism expressed by the man in the
SUV? As a parish priest in an urban
area, I have heard every “hard luck”
story imaginable. I must say that
some are quite creative and clever, and
I often will reply positively to someone’s request simply on that basis
alone! My favorite story deals with a
man who came to my door and said
he needed money to buy insulin for
his daughter. When I told him I was
a diabetic as well, and would gladly
give him a vial of my own medication, I think he almost went into
shock! Yes, it is difficult not to wonder about those who reach out to us.
On the other hand…
Some 2,000 years ago, our Lord told
a parable about the Last Judgment—
we all just heard it in church on Meat-cont’d on page 5
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“Can You Read the Sign?”

I

n the 1960’s a group of five young
men got together and formed a
band named “The Five Man Electric
Band” and recorded a song titled
“Can’t you read the Sign?” The young
singer set into song his frustrations
with the numerous signs that flashed
before him during the course of the
day. The chorus follows:

a multitude of nations, circumcised
the Israelite children on the eighth
day as a sign in the flesh of their
covenant with God. Perhaps the
Prophet Isaiah was given the greatest
sign as He proclaimed the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ: “Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
shall call his name Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14)

Jesus Christ was asked to show a sign
from heaven by the Pharisees and
Blocking out the scenery,
Sadducees. His answer to them was
Breaking my mind;
not the sign they were looking for:
“When it is evening you say, ‘it will
Do this, don’t do that,
be fair weather, for the sky is red;’ and
Can’t you read the sign?
in the morning ‘It will be foul weather
today, for the sky is red and threatenOne does not need to look too far ing’” (Matthew 16”2-3). (Where did
while driving to realize exactly what you think the saying: “Red skies in
this young singer was referring to. the morning sailor’s warning; Red
There are countless numbers of traffic skies at night sailor’s delight” came
signs, billboards, and advertisements. from?) Jesus called them hypocrites
In the large cities there are billboards for they could discern the sky but did
that change automatically every thirty not see the signs of the Kingdom of
seconds or so; double the message in Heaven that was “suddenly upon
the same amount of space. Signs are them”.
everywhere and we have gotten so
We, too, sometimes have difficulties
used to seeing them; they are a large
reading the signs. There seems to be a
part of our lives.
new-found popularity to be tattooed.
Perhaps the greatest sign of all, It used to be only those who were in
though, is the sign of the Cross. We the military would feel the urge to
may recall the miraculous event in the permanently mark their body by a
life of the Emperor Constantine the needle full of ink, but that trend has
Great. At the battle against Maxentius changed over the last few years. Both
of Rome, when Constantine was in young men and young women now
great anxiety and uncertainty about seem to be indulging in what they
his chances of success against a greatly now refer to as “art.” Is this how
outnumbered army, a shining cross, young people appropriately express
surrounded by stars, appeared in the themselves?
sky in full daylight. On the cross were
The television program, “Ripley’s –
written the words: “In this sign, conBelieve it or not,” featured a man
quer!” The wondering Emperor orwhose whole body was covered in tatdered that a great cross be put
toos. He felt the need to express himtogether, just as the one that had apself as a cat. The man even went as far
peared to him in the sky during the
as to have steel inserts inserted into
middle of the day, and be carried behis body so that he might add
fore his army. By the power of the
whiskers and complete his transforCross, he gained a glorious victory
mation. What is wrong with being
over that enemy so superior in numcreated in the image and likeness of
ber. The sign of the cross is powerful
God? He must not be familiar with
indeed!
the book of Leviticus chapter 19,
Throughout the history of mankind, verse 26: “You shall not make any cutGod has given us signs. He provided tings in your flesh or tattoo any marks
a rainbow as a sign to Noah that He upon you.” I saw a man who had the
would not again destroy man by a face of Jesus Christ tattooed on his
flood of water. Abraham, the father of
Sign, sign, everywhere a sign.

-cont’d on page 3
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Archpastoral Letter for the
Patriarchal Pence
To the Reverend Clergy and Beloved Faithful of the Diocese:
Glory to Jesus Christ!

I

am writing to you to ask for your generosity. I am asking that you give
freely and spiritually to the cause of our spiritual father, His All-Holiness, Ecumenical Bartholomew, the Archbishop of Constantinople.
I have written before to you for this same purpose. You have given wonderfully in the past. Your support has brought real sustenance to the ministry of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. Your support has helped maintain the
humble surroundings of the Phanar in Constantinople. It has enabled the
Patriarchate to assist Orthodox Christians in their hard life, under the
modern Turkish yoke.
I use that term deliberately. The “Turkish yoke” is an old term that described the active persecution of Christians by the Muslim invaders that
swept through and destroyed the beautiful Byzantine Empire. Libraries
were reduced to ashes under the angry inspiration of Mohammed. Innocent children and women were carted off to slavery, while Christian men
were executed by the thousands in Palestine, North Africa and Asia Minor.
After the Muslims came to power, Orthodox Christians became secondclass citizens under the Turkish oppression.
We call that oppression a “yoke,” which is the collar worn by an ox by
which the beast of burden toils to pull the weight of hard labor. In the
same way, the Turkish invaders imposed a yoke of religious, political and
cultural oppression upon their Christian victims.
After hundreds of years, the Turkish state has become modern. It has become more European. It has spent millions of dollars to cultivate the impression that it is sophisticated and liberally minded.
But the Turkish state has not changed. The yoke remains. Christians remain second-class citizens. And the Ecumenical Patriarchate is still surrounded by religious intolerance, and it is continually harassed by a
Muslim government that openly desires the erasure of the Patriarchate.
For the government of Ankara, there are few things more fervently desired than the disappearance of the Phanar in particular, and of Christians
in general.
“We will never permit tricks or the vagaries of history to wipe us out from
this land,” the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, Bartholomew,
has said in response to the Turkish campaign of opposition to the Patriarchate. Turkey will only refer to the Patriarch as the “Patriarch of the
Phanar”--not the Ecumenical Patriarchate as he is known to the rest of
the world.
I tell you these things so that you may know of the intense and constant
opposition that surrounds His All-Holiness. But I tell you these things
also so that you may know of the courage, the constancy, the perseverance and the faith of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.
So I ask you to pray daily for our Mother Church in Constantinople. I ask
you, of course, to dig deep in your pockets--even in this trying economic
season--and given generously to the Patriarchal Pence offering that your
Priest will announce, and that your Church Council will send quickly to
the Chancery.
I also ask you to contact your state and federal legislators, your governor
and President Obama: and insist to them that the United States must demand of Turkey that it gives full rights and recognition to the Ecumenical Patriarch as a condition for our continued diplomatic relationship.
So pray fervently for Constantinople. Give generously. Be involved politically for the sake of our Church.
I urge you to pray for the peace of New Rome, and the continued protection under the Veil of the Mother of God.
I remain yours most fervently in His Grace,

+Metropolitan Nicholas
(The Patriarchal Pence is to be collected on one of the five Lenten Sundays as determined by
the parish priest and forwarded to the Chancery during the following week. This letter is to be
read in all parishes of the Diocese on the Sunday before the offering is taken.)
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Plans for 21st Diocesan Council
Announced
SOUTH BOUND BROOK, NJ – Information pertaining to the 21st
Diocesan Council/Sobor, which will be held July 12-15, 2009, has been sent
out to all Diocesan parishes recently. This event will be hosted by the parishes
of the New Jersey Deanery. The headquarters for the 21st Council will be the
Ukrainian Cultural Center in South Bound Brook, NJ, with delegates and
guests being lodged at the Holiday Inn Somerset, 195 Davison Avenue, Somerset—less than ½ mile away. South Bound Brook is the Diocesan center
for the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, and delegates will have the
opportunity to see all of their wonderful facilities, including their Consistory
Building, Seminary, Memorial Church, Cemetery and. Mausoleum
In light of the financial concerns that have had an impact on all aspects of
our lives—including our parochial activities—the Sobor Committee has attempted to present an overall package to you that will be affordable and economical. A room rate of $89 per night (plus tax) for accommodations with
either one king or two double beds has been arranged. To secure this special
rate, room reservations can be made by calling the Holiday Inn Somerset at
(732) 356-1700. Rooms should be booked under the group code “CRO.”
Reservations must be made by June 9, 2009. Please note that the Holiday
Inn Somerset will accept personal checks as well as church checks as payment for your room. If delegates plan on flying to New Jersey, please note
that the Liberty International Airport in Newark is approximately a 40
minute drive from South Bound Brook. The Sobor Committee will try to
arrange ground transportation for anyone flying.
Please remember that it is mandatory for every delegate to purchase a meal
package. There will be no refunds issued. The cost of the meal package is
$200 per person. This covers 7 meals—including a Sunday Evening Buffet.
All meals will be served at the Ukrainian Cultural Center. Kindly use the
enclosed form to order your meal packages. This should be send with a check
payable to: 21st Diocesan Council to:
Father Andrew Fetchina
211 W. Grand Avenue
Rahway, NJ 07065
We ask that you note that the deadline for this is June 9, 2009.
A Commemorative Journal that will be compiled for the meeting of the
Diocesan Council. The ads will be simple listings: a Gold Sponsor ($150)
and a Silver Sponsor ($100) will assist in raising revenues that will be used
to help defray the many expenses that we will incur in hosting the Sobor.
Checks for ads should also be made payable to “21st Diocesan Council”
and sent by May 25, 2009 to:
Father Michael Chendorain
64 Beach Street
Rockaway, NJ 07866
Any questions pertaining to any aspect of the 21st Diocesan Council can be
directed to Protopresbyter Michael Rosco, Council Chairman, at (732) 8264442.
-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

arm. I said to him, “Tattoo Jesus Christ in your heart, and leave your arm
alone!”
Maybe this is the best sign of all--to be the image of our Lord Jesus Christ in
what we say and in how we act. St. Paul said that it is Jesus Christ Who lives
in me! Let this be our sign. More people will be impressed with you if you
take the time to make the sign of the Cross while you are dining out and asking God to bless the food that you are partaking of. “Acquire the Holy Spirit
and a thousand around you will be saved.” (St Seraphim of Serov) This is the
sign that we should be sending to the multitudes. Can’t you read the sign? I
am an Orthodox Christian!
Very Reverend Robert A. Buczak
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ement and a minority, and it could not therefore, pretend to maintain there
its own customs and traditions which are in contrast with those which are the
legitimate customs and traditions of Catholicism in the United States, and
much less to have there a clergy which could be a source of painful perplexity
and scandal to the majority of American Catholics.”
Since the end of the Middle Ages and in the wake of the Protestant Reformation the Office of the Pope has become the final arbiter in all matters of disciple and faith in the Roman Church. The See of Peter in Rome has become
for the vast majority of Roman Catholics the manifestation of union with and
the focal point of the witness of the Holy Spirit within the Church historically.

The Eightieth Anniversary of
Cum Data Fuerit
“Do we have no right to take along a believing wife, as do the
other Apostles, the Brothers of the Lord and Cephas?”
(I Corinthians 9:5).

T

his March marks the eightieth anniversary of the Promulgation of the
Vatican decree titled, “Cum Data Fuerit” which would prove to be the
spark that would ignite a fire in the Byzantine-Rite Catholic Church in the
United States and ultimately lead to the return of thousands of “Greek
Catholics” as they were then called into returning to the Orthodox Faith of
their ancestors through the creation of our diocese by the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 1938.
The decree itself was hardly remarkable; it was primarily intended to regulate
relations between the members of the Roman Catholic Church and the Greek
Catholic Church in such matters as intermarriage, baptisms and other such affairs. However, buried within it was this statement:
“In the meantime, as has already been several times provided, priests of the GreekRuthenian Rite who wish to go to the United States of North America and stay
there must be celibates.”
This was not a new provision as the decree notes. As early as 1890 the Vatican called for priests who desired to go to America to be celibate. The provision was again restated in 1907 in the Ea Semper Decree which appointed
Bishop Soter Ortinsky as the first Greek Catholic bishop in North America.
Knowing that this celibacy decree was prompted by the “scandal” of married
priests by the American Roman Catholic clergy and hierarchy it was simply ignored.
In 1929 however, the Greek Catholic Bishop Basil Takach, himself enamored
of the power and status of the Roman Church in America, was charged with
enforcing the celibacy decree and did so vigorously.
At this time there were several married Greek Catholic seminarians who were
awaiting ordination. These men had the choice of giving up their vocations to
the priesthood or permanently relocating to Eastern Europe where the Greek
Catholic clergy could still be married (and in fact are still today).
Many Greek Catholic priests in the New World resented the fact that their
bishop refused to come to the defense of the traditional discipline of their
church in regards not only to celibacy but to other matters as well – although
forced celibacy was seen itself as being the most visible sign of the “Latinization” of the Eastern Church.
The real issue of 1929 is one that has plagued the Greek Catholic Church
since its creation in 1595 at the Union of Brest and the 1646 Union of
Uzhorod which marked the beginning of the entrance of the Carpatho-Rusin
Church into “Union with Rome.” The issue at the heart of the conflict was
what it meant to be a member of the Greek Catholic or as it is termed in the
United States the Byzantine-Rite Catholic Church.
Simply put: Is a Byzantine-Rite Catholic a Roman Catholic who simply used
the Byzantine-Rite Liturgies and other worship services instead of the Roman
ones? Or is a Byzantine-Rite Catholic a member of an Eastern Church possessed of its own worship, spiritual traditions and unique disciple of which a
married clergy is an integral part?
In 1934 the Vatican responded to the petitions of an “Anti-Latinization” National Religious Congress which among others things demanded that Rome rescind the celibacy restriction for the Church in America.
The Vatican’s response showed its inability to understand the mindset of the
Eastern Christian… “(Celibacy) arose not now, but anew, from the particular
conditions of the Ruthenian (i.e. the Vatican’s term for Carpatho-Rusins) population in the United States of America. There is represents an immigrant el-

As evidence of this we have seen the almost total reformation of worship in the
Roman Church in the wake of the Second Vatican Council which with few exceptions has been accepted without questioning by the majority of Roman
Catholics. Such a fast paced and complete reformation would be almost unthinkable in the Orthodox Church.
As a matter of geography in the Western part of the Old Roman Empire the
only Church that could claim an intimate relationship with the Apostles was
the Church in Rome. This gave it a unique position of leadership among
Christians living in what would become the nations of Western Europe and a
good deal of Eastern Europe.
In the Eastern part of the Old Roman Empire many if not most Churches
could claim an Apostolic foundation and/or visitation. SS. Peter and Paul for
example were in Antioch long before they were in Rome (cf. Galatians 2:11).
As a result of this and other factors Orthodox Christians did not associate the
responsibility for the guardianship of the faith with any particular Church or
bishop but rather saw it as the responsibility of the whole church expressed in
not only councils and canons but also in the worship and disciplines of the
Church as well. Change takes place in such things in the Orthodox Church
but only after time reveals it to be in harmony with the witness of the Holy
Spirit in what has come before. For example the Patriarch of Constantinople
could call for a Council of the Church but it could not be called an Ecumenical
Council until generations had shown that its pronouncements were in harmony with the whole of the Church and were accepted by the whole Church.
In 1929 the Vatican was asking the Greek Catholic Church in America to fundamentally become a Roman Church. If the Pope and the Oriental Congregation in Rome saw celibacy as simply a small matter of discipline, the
pro-Orthodox such as Fr. Orestes Chornock saw it ultimately as a repudiation
of their faith. (For a more detailed discussion of the celibacy crisis and the origins
of our diocese please see my Glory to Jesus Christ! available from our Seminary or
Camp Nazareth Bookstore.)
Ironically the return of so many former “Greek Catholics” to the Orthodox
Church under the leadership of Fr. Orestes Chornock, later Bishop and Metropolitan Orestes of blessed memory probably served to keep alive the Byzantine-Rite Church in America. The program of “Latinization” reached its peak
in the 1950’s and 1960’s with the removal of iconscreens, abbreviated Liturgies, the removal of triple-barred crosses, the adoption of the Western date of
Pascha and so forth.
Vatican II urged Eastern Rite Catholics to faithfully study their history and
faithfully practice their “Rite.” Many Byzantine-Rite Catholics took the message seriously and began to think of themselves once again as members of Orthodox Church who were “united” with Rome.
The tragedy is that Rome, eighty years later, is still unwilling to regard the
Byzantine-Rite Catholic Church in the United States as anything but a tolerated Church. In recent years the Byzantine-Rite Church attempted to secure
the restoration of the married priesthood in the United States once again. The
Vatican reaffirmed the celibacy provision of Cum Data Fuerit by its refusal to
act on the request of the Byzantine Church.
If Pope Benedict really wanted to demonstrate his understanding of and regret
for the divisions in families and the heartaches that Cum Data Fuerit had
caused in the Byzantine Church since 1929 he could do two things. In the
external forum he could rescind the excommunication of Metropolitan Orestes
Chornock with the admission that his return to Orthodoxy was done out of
the love of his Church and people which Rome, wittingly or unwittingly, was
in the process of destroying.
Internally the Pope could rescind the celibacy provision of Cum Data Fuerit
to demonstrate that Rome no longer regards our Eastern Rite brothers and
sisters as unwanted and unloved, subject to the needs and prejudices of the
American Roman Catholic Church. Until then we can only conclude that no
matter how “Eastern” services appear in the Byzantine Church that it is still
fundamentally simply a group of Roman Catholics who have a “different
Mass.”
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College Star Places
Faith above Football

F

lorida Gators quarterback Tim Tebow is only 21 years old, but
he has already achieved a lot in his career. Tebow led his team
to a 24-14 victory over the Oklahoma Sooners in the National
Championship game on January 9th. In three seasons, he now has
two national championships and has already won the Heisman Trophy.
The Heisman is an award given annually to the best player in college
football. Tebow seemingly has it all on the field, but what about off
it? Too often today, young people look up to athletes and other
celebrities only to be let down by the way they live their lives. Tebow,
however, is a rare exception. He is a devout Christian and spends the

majority of his time living his faith. He tries to the best of his ability
to answer Christ’s call in the Gospel of St. Matthew to feed the hungry, give drink to those who thirst, and to visit the sick and imprisoned.
Tebow’s parents founded an orphanage in the Philippines. Tebow was
actually born there while his family got it off the ground and lived
there until he was three. Annual trips back to the orphanage were the
norm, and Tebow’s desire to do mission work only increased from
there. Between school and football, his schedule is always very full.
He spends most of his spare time, including his spring breaks, doing
-cont’d on page 2
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-Tebow, cont’d from page 1

What’s In Your Wallet?

W

e’re all familiar with the credit
card commercial that asks this
question. When we are faced with
temptation, one of the best ways to
combat it is to draw our minds to
Christ and to pray. Sometimes it
helps to have a reminder. That’s why
the question “what’s in your wallet” as
well as the questions, “what’s around
your neck” and “what’s on your wrist”
can be very important to us as we
struggle daily to be the best Orthodox
Christians we can be.
“What’s in
your wallet?”
We probably
all have a lot of
the
same
things in our
wallets: money,
a driver’s license, school
ID, pictures,
etc.
How
many of us have an icon card? Carrying around a small icon card, especially if it has some sort of prayer
written on the back of it, should be a
part of every wallet. What better way
to think of God and to remind ourselves to pray than to have a holy

missionary work. In addition to his yearly trips to the Philippines, Tebow has
also recently taken trips to Croatia and Thailand. On these trips, he has
worked with underprivileged youths and visited hospitals and prisons.
“Doing these things,” says Tebow, “taking my platform as a football player
and using it for good, using it to be an influence and change people’s lives,
that’s more important than football to me.”
Not everyone can do all of the same things that Tim Tebow does, but everyone can do something if they want to. In past issues of Daylight we have spotlighted youth from our Diocese who have taken mission trips of their own.
The opportunities to really put your faith into action are available. All you
have to do is take them. In addition to mission trips to other countries, there
are opportunities to help those less fortunate here in our own towns and communities. You can volunteer at a local soup kitchen, or organize your parish
ACRY chapter or youth group to take part in community service. Even within
your own parish, there may be an opportunity. Ask your priest if there are any
shut-ins who can’t come to Church. Perhaps they would like to have a visit
from a young person in their parish. Sometimes, the ministry of time spent
can be very powerful. God calls each and everyone one of us to use our talents for His glory, we just have to answer the call.

image and a prayer on hand all the
time?
“What’s around
your neck?” Necklaces or beads are the
most
common
things, and that goes
for guys as well as
girls. Here’s hoping
we all are wearing a
cross around our necks as well. The
cross is the symbol of Christ’s victory
over death and a reminder to us that
we have to carry our own crosses each
and every day,
“What’s on
your
wrist?”
How about a
bracelet, or a
wrist
watch?
Better yet, how
about a prayer
rope? When we have a prayer rope
around our wrist, or even one in our
pocket, it can make it easy to pray no
matter where we are. We can say a
short prayer like the Jesus prayer
(Lord Jesus Christ Son of God have Florida quarterback Tim Tebow is shown with children
mercy on me a sinner) as our fingers from an orphanage in the Philippines that he visits
move over each bead on the rope.
every year.

ACRY Lenten Retreats Offer Much for our Youth

E

ach Lent, the National
ACRY sponsors one-day
Lenten retreats in three different locations throughout the
Diocese. The purpose of these retreats is to get away from the
“world” and reflect on Christ and
the Lenten journey we all take as
Orthodox Christians. Over the
years, program aimed at our youth
have been included in these retreats, and the results have been
outstanding. Daylight spoke with
Fr. Peter Paproski, National ACRY
Spiritual Advisor, about this development.
Daylight: Fr. Peter, how did the youth portion of these retreats get their
start?
Fr. Peter: The addition of special programming for youth was done at the
direction of His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas. As we all know, His
Eminence has a great love and concern for our Diocesan youth.
Daylight: Since they first began, how much participation and growth in

participation has their been by our
youth?
Fr. Peter: At first, the participation of our youth was limited.
However over the past three years,
the number of youth participants
has doubled. If this trend continues, they will soon outnumber the
adults in attendance. The greatest
increase in attendance by the
youth has been at the eastern regional retreat that is held in Valley
Forge, PA.
Daylight: Would you hope to see these retreats expand even more than they
have?
Fr. Peter: I am confident that as more people learn about how worthwhile
these retreats are they will continue to grow. We hold these retreats at three
different locations to make it easier for people to attend. Our goal is to
have representatives from every Diocesan parish in attendance. I especially
ask the readers of Daylight if they have never attended before to do so this
-cont’d on page 4
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Windows into Heaven

When we come into Church, we venerate the holy icons.
In doing so, we are giving honor to Christ, the Mother of
God and the Saints. Icons can also be educational and we
can learn so much about our faith and the Feasts of the
Church by studying them. In a new feature in Daylight,
we will highlight a specific icon and all the things we can
learn about it. In this issue, we will look at an icon of one
of the twelve major Feasts of the Church: The Annunciation of the Theotokos. This Feast is celebrated on March
25th according to the New Calendar and April 7th, according to the Old.
The story of this Feast can be found in the Gospel of St.
Luke 1:26-39. The angel Gabriel appears to the Mother
of God to tell her she has found favor with the Lord. She
would conceive a Son by the Holy Spirit, Who would be
called Christ. He would be the Messiah, the Savior of the
world. Even though she is at first afraid, it is in this event
where Mary shows her incredible obedience by responding: “I am the handmaid of the Lord. Let it be done to me
according to your word.” Even though we celebrate the
birth of Christ, it is at the Annunciation that the Incar-

nation actually takes place. God becomes man in the person Christ, safe within the womb of the ever blessed Virgin.
The icon is filled with bright colors, to show the joy of
this Feast. In the icon we see the figures of the Archangel
Gabriel and Mary. Gabriel’s feet are
spread apart, as if to show that he is
almost running to greet Mary with
the news. In his left hand, Gabriel
holds a staff, which is symbolic of a
messenger. He extends his right
hand towards Mary as he announces the blessing to be bestowed on her.
If we look at Mary in the icon, there are many things we
can learn from how she is depicted as well. We sing that
she is “more honorable than the Cherubim and beyond
compare more glorious than the
Seraphim.” In the icon, she is
seated in an elevated seat, representing her elevated role as the
Mother of God. In her left hand
she is holding thread. Mary’s
task while she stayed in the temple was to weave the purple and
red material to be used to make
the veil of the Temple. In the icon, her right hand is
raised. This is to show her acceptance to what Gabriel is
telling her. Mary could
have said no, but she accepts out of her willingness
to follow the will of God.
She is a great example for all
of us in this regard. On her
garments, you will notice
three gold stars. You will
see this in many icons of the
Mother of God. These
three stars represent that
Mary was a virgin before, during and after the birth of
Christ.
At the top of the icon is a circle with what appears to be
rays of light coming from it. This represents the Holy
Spirit descending upon her at this miraculous Feast.

Daylight begins its third full year of
publication in 2009. Over the last
two years, we have had articles written by the youth of our Diocese
covering all sorts of topics: from
mission trips to attending pilgrimages, from Camp Nazareth to the
Altar Boy retreat, from standing up
for their faith to discovering it. We
want to continue to offer YOU, the
young people of our Diocese the
chance to share the things you are
experiencing as young Orthodox
Christians. If you have an interest
in writing something for Daylight,
we want to hear from you. You can
write about anything pertaining to
your faith. Something you’ve done
in your parish or community, attending Camp or another Diocesan
event, or anything pertaining to
your faith. If you do write something, please send along a photo.
All articles and pictures as well as
any questions you might have, can
be sent to daylight@acrod.org Looking forward to hearing from you in
2009!

Daylight Interview

L

ast November, some of our Diocesan faithful in Western Pennsylvania made a procession carrying a 50 pound cross. Similar
events have been held at Camp Nazareth in August, 2007 and in New York City last spring.
These “mini pilgrimages” have introduced our
young people to the idea of pilgrimage in the
hope that it will spark an interest in them seeking
to make pilgrimage to other holy sites. Physically
carrying the cross allows them to focus on Christ
and His sufferings. They can focus on prayer and
the cross rather than the distractions of the world
around them. Daylight conducted the following
interview with Paul Zdinak of Sts. Peter and Paul
Church in Windber, PA, who participated in the
event.
Daylight: What were you expecting from this
event before it happened?
Paul: That it was going to be very tiring
Daylight: Did the event meet your expectations?
Paul: Not exactly, I was not sure what to expect.

It was cold and raining and many people chose to
stay home…. There were just few who came because of the weather.
Daylight: Did you notice how people reacted
when they saw a group of people carrying a cross

along the side of the road?
Paul: They would stop and watched us go by…
one man stopped his car and asked what was
going on…. After we told him what we were
doing he said he was glad to have had the chance
to see us… he felt blessed.
Daylight: Did carrying the cross make it easier to
think about Christ and to pray?
Paul: Yes, because it felt as if you were in the presence of God. It was hard at times but not as hard
as His(Our Lord) walk with the cross.
Daylight: The procession ended at the House of
Miracles. What did you think of it?
Paul: It was a great experience. Everyone was glad
to have been a part of the walk who came. The
House of Miracles is really neat.. there is great
food and Icons and stuff like that…
Daylight: Would you encourage other young people to try a pilgrimage like this if they have the
chance? Why?
Paul: Yes, because It helps you get to know Christ
and yourself.
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Jacob Wrestles With
the Lord

February 22, 2009

Resolve to Write a
Letter

A

Note: This is the third in a series of articles dealing the presence of the Trinity
in the Old Testament. The first two can be found in the June/July and November/December 2008 issues of Daylight. Go to www.acrod.org/Day to check
them out.

I

n the Book of Genesis 32:22-32, we read a curious story of Jacob wrestling
a man. This wasn’t wrestling like you might see on TV. The two grappled
“until the breaking of day.” Who was this Jacob’s mysterious opponent?
Many say it was an angel. The Church tells us something different. The
Church tells us that Jacob wrestled with the 2nd person of the Holy Trinity:
Jesus Christ. THIs is another example in Scripture showing us that Jesus existed eternally with His Father and the Holy Spirit, long before He took on
flesh and lived among us as we read in the Gospels.
If Jacob was wrestling God Himself, how was it that he was able to battle him
all night? According to The Orthodox Study Bible, there is a reason for that.
It was a foreshadowing of what Jesus would do by living as a man. The footnote pertaining to this reads:
“The man who wrestled with Jacob was the Son of God, who appeared as a
weak man. When He became incarnate, He assumed the weakness of human
flesh for man’s salvation.”
After receiving a blessing from God, Jacob calls the place where they wrestled
the Form of God: “For I saw God face to face and my soul was saved.”
Jacob would later be given the name Israel which means “contender with
God.”

large portion of the New Testament consists of
the Epistles of St.
Paul. St. Paul
wrote these letters
to
various
Churches to encourage
them and to instruct them and
they are still a source of instruction for us some 2000
years after they were written.
They are that important to the
life of the Church.
Imagine what it must have been like
to be a part of one of those Churches
when they received that letter from St.
Paul. We take for granted how easily
we can communicate with each other
today, but it would have taken a very
long time for St. Paul’s letters to arrive
at their destination.
When I was younger and attended
Camp Nazareth as a camper, one of
the things we all looked forward to
was receiving our address lists at the
end of the camping session. We
would waste little time sitting down
and hand writing letters to our
friends. Now, compared to when St.
Paul was writing, it didn’t take very
long to send a letter and receive a response—anywhere from one to two
weeks—but compared to the instantaneous world of text messages and emails, two weeks probably sounds like
an eternity.
And yet, there was something very
special about the mail arriving with a
hand written letter from a friend; just
as it must have been very special for
the Churches in Corinth or Thessa-

lonica or Ephesus to receive those letters from
St. Paul. St. Paul
loved and cared
for the faithful in
these cities, many
of whom he instructed and baptized
himself.
That he took the time to write to
them after he moved on to another
city, or even while he was languishing in prison had to have been very
re-assuring to them.
Technology is a wonderful thing, and
the ability to communicate instantly
is very convenient. However, it also
allows us to communicate without
much actual interaction. People have
whole conversations without hearing
the other person’s voice. It really can
depersonalize the relationships we
have with our friends and loved ones.
A whole generation of young people,
as well as future generations, may
never know the feeling of receiving a
hand written letter in the mail; of
knowing that someone took the time
and effort to think about what they
wanted to say, and to write it down
and place it in the mail. People make
all sorts of resolutions in the New
Year. Why not resolve to doing something the old fashioned way. If you’re
exchanging text after text with a
friend, call them up and actually converse with them. If you have something really important to say to a dear
friend, send them a hand written letter. It might take a little longer to get
your response, but making the effort
might be well worth the wait.

-Lenten Retreats, cont’d from page 2

Chicago Deanery to Host Pilgrimage

year.
Daylight: What would you say to our Diocesan youth and families who have
never attended one of these retreats?
Fr. Peter: I am reminded of the exchange between the Apostle Philip and
Nathaniel, when Philip invited Nathanial to come and meet Christ. Nathaniel
was interested but was a bit skeptical and asked, “what Good can come out of
Nazareth?” Philip simply replied, “Come and See” Nathaniel listened to
Philip and did just that. By doing this he had an amazing experience. So to
those who have never attended, “come and see” and I promise that you will
have an amazing experience.

2009 ACRY LENTEN RETREAT SCHEDULE
The Chicago Deanery will be hosting a pilgrimage for youth and adults on Saturday, May 9th beginning at 11 AM. The retreat will take place on the
grounds of St. John Chrysostomos Monastery for women in Kenosha, Wisconsin.
The day will begin with a prayer service and a talk by Mother Melanie of the
monastery. After lunch, there will be a tour of the Monastery’s Byzantine-style
Church. Following the tour, the pilgrimage will conclude with a “clergy rap”
conducted by Chicago Deanery clergy.
For those in the Chicago Deanery, this pilgrimage will offer a wonderful opportunity to lay aside the cares of the world, and spend a day in a place of
peace and prayer. For more information, please contact Fr. Sam Sherry at
847-647-8398.

Central Region: Saturday, March 14th at Camp Nazareth. Fr. Miles Zdinak
will offer a presentation entitled Living Waters for children ages 6-12 and teens.
Western Region: Saturday, April 4th at Christ the Savior Church in Rockford,
Illinois.
Eastern Region: Saturday, April 4th at the National Christian Conference Center in Valley Forge, Pa. Fr. Peter will lead the teens in an interactive presentation entitled Commending ourselves and our whole lives to Christ. Proto-Deacon
Gregory Benc will offer a presentation to children 11 and under entitled The
Cross, the Tomb and the Resurrection.
For detailed information on all three retreats, go to our Diocesan website:
www.acrod.org
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-Archpastoral, cont’d from page 1

theology, the word ‘salvation’ immediately raises an image of the crucified
Christ. His death on the Cross reunited us with God the Father, paying Him
the debt for our sins. Christians of St. Andrew’s world would have seen things
from a slightly different angle. For them, salvation is being restored to the
image and likeness of God. It means God dwelling within us and filling us
with His presence.” A few paragraphs later, she says, “It’s sometimes said that
we live in a ‘therapeutic’ culture, which means that people are led to cultivate
feelings of self-pity and to seek out comfort. Early Christian spirituality was
therapeutic, too, but to a very different effect. Here the idea is that sin is a
kind of sickness. When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, they broke the connection they had with the only source of Light and Life. They began to die.
The result is that every human is born with a spiritual ‘broken gene,’ so to
speak, which will inevitably dispose them to sin as well… The goal of life in
Christ is to be healed.”
These extensive quotes outline the position of our Holy Orthodox Faith to
this very day. In another spiritually-edifying book Gifts of the Desert, “Father
Maximos” (now a bishop of the Church) instructs his spiritual children about
the mindset of the holy monastic and desert fathers. He says: “The Ekklesia”
(the Church) was created for purely therapeutic purposes, for healing the split
between us and God…” The Ekklesia (the Church) takes fallen, sick, and confused human beings, who suffer from all sorts of destructive passions and sins,
and with its very tangible therapeutic methods helps them to attain real health.’
If, then, we view the Church as a “spiritual hospital,” nowhere do we see this
practiced more obviously and intensely than during the period of the Great
Fast. We might view this sacred season as an intense period of “hospitalization” to which we run for healing.
There are obvious analogies that we can observe between the healing of bodily ailments and that of spiritual illnesses.
The first that we will consider is the subject of food. We know, of course, that
in order to return to good health and to maintain a healthy body, we may have
to eliminate certain foods from our diet, such as fats, sugar, salt, alcohol and
so on. These items are poison to our bodies; they make us sick.
In a spiritual sense, we call our type of dieting FASTING; we
forego animal products and other foods which weigh us down,
steal us away from prayer, meditation, and Scripture reading, and
place emphasis on the wrong part of our nature. FASTING allows
the spirit to soar freely to the heights of holiness, which is the epitome of good health.
While still focusing on the subject of food, we are aware that when we eliminate certain foods that are harmful to us, we must replace these with healthful foods, such as fruits, vegetables, whole grains, lower fat products and the
like. Sometimes, we also need to take certain prescribed medicines. By ingesting all of these, we help our bodies to heal, prevent the onslaught and progression of diseases, build up immunity, and promote growth.
While we are fasting to strengthen our souls, we also need to consume the best food that the Lord offers to us, and that is the
“FOOD OF IMMORTALITY,” the Holy Eucharist, the precious Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. This awesome
Mystery is sacred Medicine for us. The more often we receive Holy
Communion, the more developed and stronger our spiritual lives
become, the more we build up immunity toward sin, and the more
God-like we grow.
NEXT, our physical doctors always tell us that we need to exercise these cor-
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poreal bodies of ours and discipline ourselves in therapeutic sessions.
Our spiritual directors also teach us the necessity of spiritual exercise, especially at this time of year: to kneel more often in prayer,
to bow abundantly, especially with full prostrations, before the
Almighty Physician of souls and bodies. This discipline, while performed by the body, has a profound effect on our souls.
FINALLY, our bodies are sometimes so ill and diseased that SURGERY is
necessary to remove some cancer or other malignancy or defect. This may be
the best or only way to accomplish healing.
In the spiritual hospital, the Church, the GREAT PHYSICIAN
excises SIN through the Mystery of Penance, Holy Confession. This
merciful procedure removes the infection that has plagued our
souls.
There is still one more observation that applies to both areas of our life: PROCRASTINATION. So often we put off going to the doctor until it is too late!
God forbid that people who call themselves Christian should adhere to the
same hazardous practice in their spiritual lives. St. Paul tells us emphatically:
“Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” (II
Corinthians 6:2)
Let us not put it off one more day! Resolve to make this the best Lenten experience that you have ever had. Create a new maxim for yourself:
A HEALTHY MIND, IN A HEALTHY BODY, GUIDED BY A
HEALTHY SOUL!!!
As we begin this Great Fast together, the following fasting regulations are to
be observed by our faithful:
1) Monday, March 2, 2009 (Clean Monday), the first day of Lent, is a day of
strict abstinence; likewise, Great and Holy Friday and Great and Holy Saturday, namely April 17 and 18. On these days, no meat or dairy products
may be eaten.
2) All Wednesdays and Fridays during this entire season are days of abstinence
from meat.
3) Meat and meat products may not be eaten during all of Great and Holy
Week, April 13 through April 18.
4) For the evening Presanctified Liturgy, a minimal three-hour fast from all
food and drink ought to be observed before the reception of Holy Communion. (Normal fasting from midnight is still practiced before the Liturgies of St. John Chrysostom and St. Basil the Great.
5) Where the Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil the Great is celebrated on Great and
Holy Thursday, the three-hour fast is required.
These are the minimum requirements for observing during this season. But for
those of a stronger body and more willingly spirit, again I whole-heartedly
recommend the penitential practices of a sterner quality which the time-honored traditions and customs of our Holy Orthodox Church have handed down
to us.
With my prayers for you and your families that you experience a meaningful,
uplifting, and spiritually beneficial Great Fast, I remain
Most sincerely yours in Christ,

+ Metropolitan Nicholas

-Editorial, cont’d from page 2

fare Sunday. Its message is remarkably the same as the one in the above-mentioned article. Christ speaks of that final day when He will return in glory
to deal with all mankind. According to the ominous words of this parable,
we will all be judged by our simple response to those who “could use a dollar:” the hungry, the thirsty, the homeless, the sick, the suffering, the poor
and the lonely. The saved and condemned will both be surprised—who
would have ever thought that by helping (or not helping) someone in need,
it would be as if we were helping Jesus Himself?
So the next time we are approached by someone seeking assistance, remember this: it really doesn’t matter if that person is being truthful with us or
not. It doesn’t matter if they really need that dollar for what they say they do.
One day, they will answer for their own actions. And so will we. “…He was
a human being in need. I had a dollar to give, so I gave it.”

2009 Diocesan
Camping Schedule
DIOCESAN SESSION I - JULY 19-25
New England, New York, New Jersey, Florida, and Canada
Deaneries

DIOCESAN SESSION II - JULY 26-AUGUST 1
Johnstown, Pocono, Southern Tier, Youngstown, and Chicago
Deaneries

DIOCESAN SESSION III - AUGUST 2-8
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor
The Church Messenger

Pittsburgh, Mid-Atlantic, Tri-State and Washington D.C. Deaneries
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Fr. Frederick Watson, priest administrator of St. Elizabeth Mission, administers Holy Communion to some
of the mission’s children at the outdoor Liturgy. Assisting are Reader David Danko (left) and Fr. Deacon
James Blomeley (right).

Woodstock Building Project
WOODSTOCK, GEORGIA--With the blessing of His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas, St. Elizabeth Orthodox Mission of Woodstock (Atlanta),
Georgia, is about to embark on the construction phase of its long-awaited
church building. This Mission of the Diocese has been in existence for over
ten years, has grown from a handful of people to over fifty faithful, and has
raised nearly $200,000 for this construction. However, with the costs of construction and the economic problems being faced by many, they are short of
their goal of $350,000 necessary to complete the project.
Faithful of the Diocese are invited to become permanent partners with the
CORNING, NY – The children of St. Mary’s Orthodox Church in Corning, members of St. Elizabeth in their mission to construct the first Carpatho-RussNY, are shown singing Church Slavonic and English Christmas Carols. The ian Orthodox church in Georgia. Donors will have their name permanently
children sang beautifully and were proud to sing in the Church Slavonic. Many associated with this construction through the parish’s “Dedicate a Brick” proof the parishioners of St. Mary’s recalled the days when they too sang these gram.
same hymns as children. As these hymns taught the faith then, so they conIndividuals, parishes, groups (like ACRY, Altar Societies, etc.) are asked to dotinue to teach the faith now. Rev. Stephen Loposky is the pastor.
nate a minimum of $100 for a brick that will have you and/or your group or
parish’s name permanently inscribed on the brick. The inscribed bricks will
be placed in a location suitable for this remembrance and seen by all who will
enter the new St. Elizabeth Orthodox Church of Woodstock, Georgia.
Order forms for the “Dedicate a Brick” program have been sent to all churches
of the Diocese. These forms can be duplicated and distribute via the Sunday
bulletin, newsletter, or better yet, by personal contact. Return the form to St.
Elizabeth “Dedicate a Brick” program along with a donation check. Receipt
of the donation (tax deductible) will be acknowledged. Ongoing reports as to
the progress of the project will also be forthcoming. Mr. Peter Blanar is the
Chairman of the “Dedicate a Brick” Committee. Pastor of St. Elizabeth Mission is Fr. Frederick Watson.

HOMESTEAD, PA--Members of the Homestead A.C.R.Y. are shown filling
bags with treats and necessities for the shut-ins of the parish. Pastor of St.
Nicholas Church is Very Rev. Fr. Robert Buczak.

Prayers and best wishes go out to the Very Rev. Fr.
Michael Zak as he recovers from his recent surgery. Cards
may be sent to:
465 Morris Street
Clymer, PA 15728

ALSO
Protopresbyter David Smoley extends his sincere thanks and
appreciation to all those who remembered him with cards,
calls, and especially prayers during his recent hospitalization.

WOODSTOCK, GEORGIA--Lewis and Helen Knuth celebrate their 60th
wedding anniversary on the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, September 14, 2008, at St. Elizabeth’s. Fr. Frederick Watson is their priest, and
he is assisted by Fr. Deacon James Blomeley. Lewis and Helen were married
at our St. Nicholas Church in Erie, PA.

February 22, 2009

THE CHURCH MESSENGER

Page 7

ST. ALEXIS OF CHUST
1877-1947

Photo Credit: Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos Monastery, NC

T

he Holy Scriptures command us to remember those who went before us
preaching the word of God. They are to be our examples and models of
faith, piety, and devotion to Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. One such recent example of faith lived and struggled for the Faith in the mountains and
villages of many of our ancestors. Our Holy Father Alexis Kabaluk was born
with the name Alexander in 1877 in the Rusyn village of Yasinie to a pious
Greek Catholic family. As a youth he was drawn to God and frequently visited Orthodox and Uniate monasteries. After completing his military service
he visited the Monastery of Biskad, now in Romania, to seek the counsel of
the Elder Arcadius who blessed him to become a monk. Unable to accept the
false Union with Rome, Alexis entered the Orthodox Church in 1908 while
on a pilgrimage to the Holy Mountain, Mt. Athos in Greece. In 1910 he became a monk at the Yablochino Monastery (now in Poland), taking the name,
Alexis, and was ordained to the priesthood later that year.
At this time there was a growing movement away from the Greek Catholic
church, which had been forced upon the Carpatho-Rusyn people by the Hungarian authorities, to their ancestral Orthodox Faith. This movement was centered in the village of Iza where the villagers were beaten, (and in the case of
a peasant, Joachim Vakarov, beaten to death) imprisoned and fined because
of their attempts to profess the Orthodox Faith. It was to this village of Iza that
Father Alexis arrived secretly, hidden in a hay cart, as the first Orthodox priest.
Despite the danger, Father Alexis supported himself working as a wood-turner
while he traveled to all the nearby villages preaching and celebrating the Holy
Mysteries. Within two years, Father Alexis had established 28 parishes and
over 14,000 people had returned to the Orthodox Faith.
In response, the Hungarian authorities arrested Father Alexis several times-homes were searched, prayer books, icons, and religious literature were seized.
Orthodox believers were hung up on trees so that their feet did not touch the
ground until the blood flowed from their noses, mouths and ears. Father Alexis
was hunted from village to village by the authorities, finally leaving in 1913
to continue his ministry among the Carpatho-Rusyn immigrants in America.
With dozens of his flock being brought to trial in July of 1913, Father Alexis,
now aged 36, returned from America to suffer with his people. Father Alexis
was sentenced to four-and-a-half-years imprisonment and fined. When Tsar
Nicholas II heard of the priest’s sufferings, he awarded him a gold pectoral
cross for his confession of the Faith.
With the end of World War I, the persecution against the Orthodox eased.
Upon his release from prison, Father Alexis returned to Iza and lived in the
Monastery of St. Nicholas which he had founded. On the Feast of the Transfiguration 1921, Father Alexis opened the Council of the Carpatho-Russian
Orthodox Church with over 400 delegates in attendance. The new CarpathoRussian Orthodox Church was under the jurisdiction of the Bishop Dositheus
of the Serbian Church, who himself died as a martyr for the Faith and was
glorified as a Saint in 1998. The fledgling church was aided by numerous illustrious Orthodox hierarchs and priests including Metropolitan Anthony
Khrapovitsky, St. John Maximovitch (later of San Francisco), St. Justin
Popovich and St. Gorazd the New Martyr. The Diocese blossomed, and by
1936 the Mukachevo-Presov Diocese had 127 churches, 138 priests and

140,000 faithful.
With the end of World War II, Carpatho-Rus was freed from Nazism, but was
soon to fall under another yoke, that of Communism. Just as they had acted
in Russia after the 1917 Revolution, so the Communists began the closing of
Orthodox and Uniate churches and monasteries throughout the Carpathians.
The Soviet persecution of Carpatho-Rus was another tragedy in the life of Father Alexis as he witnessed the slow disintegration of his life-long ministry.
After taking the monastic rank of the Great Schema on November 22, 1947,
he fell asleep in the Lord on December 2, 1947.
In February, 1999, at St. Nicholas Monastery in Iza, Bishop Agapit of Chust
(now of Mukachevo) uncovered the relics of Father Alexis, which they found
to be almost completely incorrupt. With the relics was recovered an Iveron
icon of the Mother of God which Fr. Alexis had brought with him from Mt.
Athos. The glorification of Father Alexis as the “Apostle of Carpatho-Russia”
took place in Iza on October 21, 2001, celebrated by His Beatitude, Metropolitan Vladimir of Kiev and all Ukraine, attended by over 20,000 faithful.
The life and ministry of St. Alexis of Chust is an embarrassment to many modern Christians, both Orthodox and non-Orthodox. The days of hatred, fighting, insults, and persecution between Orthodox and Byzantine Catholics are,
thankfully, distant memories. There is a new attitude of peace, friendship and
conciliation between these people who are divided by faith, yet share the same
homeland, language and customs. To many, the honoring of saints such as St.
Alexis merely dredges up a past that is better left to the dust bin of history. Yet
the witness of St. Alexis reminds us of an unchanging truth: the Orthodox
Church continues to teach that She maintains the Apostolic Faith once for all
delivered to the saints (Jude 3). Despite our respect and esteem for our
Catholic brothers and sisters, we hold that the Orthodox Church alone has
kept unchanged the Faith handed down from the Apostles without additions
or subtractions. Thousands of converts are finding their way to the doors of
the Orthodox Church because they too have come to believe that Orthodoxy
possess the fullness of Christianity. It is our duty to respect and honor the
memory of those men and women who by their sufferings, sacrifices and struggle preserved and taught this unchanging Faith.

Tropar

(Tone 2)

Let the mountains sing and all the trees of the forest make glad,
O Holy Father Alexis, Apostle of Carpatho-Rus,
Beaten and banished by tyrants, O living martyr,
You shone forth like gold refined in the crucible of this world.
And as you did guide your people by your wisdom and suffering,
So also guide us,
For you intercede for the salvation of your people and Orthodox everywhere.
Very Rev. Fr. Edward Pehanich
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Emergency Appeal: IOCC Responds to
Worst Australian Wildfires

BALTIMORE, MD — The worst wildfires in Australia’s history have caused
181 confirmed deaths and left hundreds of people homeless. More than 900
houses were destroyed and some 7,000 people have requested assistance from
humanitarian agencies. International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC)
is issuing an emergency appeal and has released initial funds to assess the situation and assist the Orthodox churches in Australia to mobilize a response.
“We turn to you in this most difficult hour for all peoples of Australia, a time
when every soul mourns and suffers due to the great and horrific tragedies
which have befallen our Continent,” said His Grace IRINEJ (Dobrijevic)
Bishop of the Serbian Orthodox Church in Australia and New Zealand, a long
time co-worker of IOCC and former Board Member before his elevation to
the episcopacy. “We appeal to every person of good will to respond to the best
of your ability to this tragedy and manifest your charity and love,” His Grace
continued.
The fires were driven by 62 mile per hour winds and temperatures peaking at
117°F in the southeast state of Victoria where most of the damage occurred.
Large parts of Queensland are also suffering from floods caused by tropical
downpours.
Many survivors are claiming that there was no time for an orderly evacuation
and that people died taking refuge in homes that collapsed in minutes. As officials call for an inquiry to review the response, firefighters continue to battle more than two dozen wildfires.
Help IOCC speed relief to communities devastated by the worst fires in Australia’s history. Visit www.iocc.org, call IOCC toll free at 1-877-803-4622, or
mail a check or money order payable to “IOCC” and write “Australia Relief ”
in the memo line to: IOCC, P.O. Box 630225, Baltimore, Md. 21263-0225.

Choir Classic Recordings Available in CD Format

Two choral masterpieces recorded by St. Michael’s A Capella Choir
under the direction of Edward Sedor in Binghamton, NY, have been
re-mastered and released in a CD format.
The Christmas and Easter CD includes 15 selections of both traditional carols and the Liturgical music of Christmas, as well as six
Lenten melodies and 11 selections of the Easter Paschal music.
The Divine Liturgy CD features the choir and Fr. Stephen Dutko rendering the Liturgy in Church Slavonic.
Copies are available at a cost of $15 each, including shipping and handling. Checks payable to “St. Michael’s Choir” should be sent to
Josephine Sedor, 113 Zoa Avenue, Johnson City, NY 13790.

PERIODICAL

A couple stands amid the ruins of their house in Kinglake, a town of Victoria, Australia, in the aftermath
of the worst wildfires in the country’s history. International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) is assessing the situation and will assist the Orthodox churches in Australia to mobilize a response. (photo
credit: Luis Ascui/Getty Images)

Having suffered the Passion for us, O
Lord, Jesus
Christ, Son
of God, have
mercy on us!

February 22, 2009

St. Nicholas of Myra Church becomes
a New York City Landmark

On December 16th, St. Nicholas of Myra Church was designated as a New
York City landmark by the Landmarks Preservation Commission - a city
agency responsible for protecting and preserving New York City buildings that
are considered architecturally, historically and culturally significant. It is the
thirteenth house of worship to receive landmark status by the commission
since 2003.
The church building, which is located in the East Village of Manhattan, was
constructed between 1882 and 1883 as the Memorial Chapel of St. Mark’s in
the Bowery, one of the oldest Episcopal parishes in the city. The Chapel was
donated to St. Mark’s by Rutherford Stuyvesant in memory of his first wife,
Mary Rutherford Pierrpont. Stuyvesant was a descendent of the former
Dutch governor Peter Stuyvesant who founded St. Mark’s.
The Chapel was a Mission Chapel which was used as a religious and educational sanctuary for immigrant groups that settled in the East Village neighborhood in the late 19th century. According to Landmarks Commissioner
Chairman Robert B. Tierney, since its construction “this lively, picturesque
church has anchored the neighborhood for more than 100 years and served
thousands of immigrants as they tried to adapt to their new country”.
The church building is of particular importance because it was designed by
James Renwick Jr. (1818 – 1895) one of the country’s most renowned 19th
century architects. In addition to the St. Nicholas Church building, Renwick
designed several architecturally and historically notable churches including St.
Patrick’s Roman Catholic Cathedral, Grace Episcopal Church and St. Stephen’s
Church. Renwick is also responsible for designing the main buildings of the
Smithsonian Institution and Corcoran Gallery in Washington, DC and Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, NY.
The building, which is a later work of Renwick’s, is a renaissance revival style
church made of brick and terra cotta. The church building was first rented by
the St. Nicholas congregation in 1925 and eventually purchased in 1937. The
building’s façade features intricate trim, gothic-arched windows and a pair of
original ornate wooden doors topped by stain-glassed. The doors were recently restored by the parish. Landmarking will require St. Nicholas to maintain the architectural integrity of the building’s exterior. The parish is currently
in the process of renovating the church’s interior lower reception hall.

