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Archpastoral Letter for the 70th Jubilee Year of the Canonical Establishment
of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese of the U.S.A.

Office of the Metropolitan
312 Garfield St.
Johnstown, PA
To the Protopresbyterate, the Very
Reverend and Reverend Clergy, and
the Pious Faithful of this GodBeloved Diocese:

Christ is Baptized!
In the Jordan!
Christos Krescajetsja!
Vo Jordani!

W

hen our Lord was immersed into the waters of
the Jordan River by the
Forerunner, the Holy Spirit descended upon Him like a dove as a
sign for all to see, and the Father’s
voice rang out for all to hear, “This is
My Beloved Son in Whom I am well
pleased”.
Thus did God reveal for the first time
clearly to the understanding of man
that His Nature is Triune. He is God
the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Spirit. He is Holy God, Holy
Mighty and Holy Immortal.
And in that moment of revelation,
which was the fulfillment of all
prophecy and all the hopes and needs
of man, at the very instant of the
Theophany of the Holy Trinity, Jesus
Christ the Son of God, completely
God and completely Man, having
two natures without confusion and

division — at that Proclamation of
the Trinity, this Son of God and Son
of Man descended into the waters of
the Jordan.
At His Nativity, as the Second Adam,
He brought the restoration of human
nature into the world, though He was
hidden by the cave of the earth and
shrouded in the obscurity of childhood. But at the Theophany, and at
His historic Baptism, Jesus Christ descended into the waters not for repentance, because there was no need
of change and transformation in His
Person.
No. Instead, He descended into the
waters of the Jordan Baptism to transform the Jordan itself. He descended

into the Jordan River to change the
waters from a sign of repentance to
the sacramental virtue of renewal. He
Who had no need to repent, to
change, to turn away from sin since
He had no sin - this same Jesus
Christ, Son of God, Who turned the
water into wine, turned these very waters of Baptism into the Sacrament of
Salvation!
It was at Holy Theophany that He
did this, at the beginning of His
three-year Gospel ministry. Here was
the beginning of the immortal ministry of Christ and His Church. Here
was the spilling out, the gushing
forth, of the flood of God’s redemptive love for mankind.

Here was the invasion of man’s dark
history by the new River of Eternal
Life. Here was the reversal of the
Flood of Noah that brought judgment and death: this Flood of Theophany was the new latter rain, the
spring-tide showers of salvation, joy,
peace and the loving grace of the
Holy Trinity.
Divine Grace, that which always fills
the emptiness, that which always
completes that which is lacking, is the
Latter Rain of these Last Days. It is
the latter rain that falls on the just and
the unjust, the Grace of a Messiah
Who came into the world not to
judge the world, but to save and re-cont’d on page 3
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“Cyber Silliness”

T

he far-reaching effect the computer has had on our personal
lives is almost beyond comprehension. In addition to the immeasurable
wealth of information that is out
there for us to access, the computer
affords us the opportunity to do our
banking online, pay our bills, buy
stocks, make plane reservations, book
vacations, do our shopping—in some
cities you can even order your groceries online and have them delivered
to your door.
Yes, computers have made just about
everything in our lives easier to do. It
was just a matter of time, then, that
someone would find a way to use the
internet to simplify a spiritual discipline that many find extremely difficult to practice: confessing our sins.
Yes, my friends, we have entered the
age of “Cyber Confession!” Actually,
online confession websites have existed for a number of years now. Recently, however, there has been a
tremendous increase in the number of
such sites now “up and running” as

well as phenomenal growth in the use
they are getting. Notproud.com, one of
the pioneers in this “service,” archived
some 7,000 confessions last year. Its
founder proudly proclaims that he is
providing a marvelous way to
“…clean one’s plate while cleansing
one’s soul.” In addition to the actual
recorded confessions, Notproud.com
receives nearly 10,000 “hits” a day.
Dailyconfession.com does even better,
receiving over three million “hits” a
month, with an average of 150-250
confessions flowing in each day.
In our era of the “quick fix,” the
whole concept of “Cyber Confession”
should not surprise us. In a completely anonymous way (even more
“anonymous” than the old Roman
Catholic confessional!) these websites
DO provide their users with a somewhat guilt-free way of “baring their
soul” and “clearing their conscience.”
What could be easier than sitting
down at our keyboard and revealing
our darkest secrets and long-concealed transgressions without really
taking personal responsibility for
-cont’d on page 11
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A Marvelous Transformation
“And Jesus said unto him; ‘Today salvation has come to this house,
because he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to
seek and to save that which was lost’” ( Luke 19: 9-10).

P

icasso, the famous painter, was once asked to paint a large mural, 30 by 60
feet, expressing what General Custer’s last thoughts were at the Battle of
Little Big Horn. They asked him to read every book that had ever been written about Custer so that he may be better able to analyze his mind. Picasso did,
and finally the mural was completed. When it was unveiled, it turned out to
be a great disappointment. Nobody could make out what the mural meant. In
one corner there was a huge cow with a great silver halo over its head. The remainder of the canvas was filled with trillions of Indians each with globs of cotton in both hands. Dumbfounded, they asked Picasso what this meant. He
replied, “It’s quite simple. General Custer’s last thoughts were, ‘Holy cow!
Where did all these cotton-pickin’ Indians come from?’”
Whether or not this story is true or simply a piece of fiction is not important.
The point is the moral of the tale. Each of us sees things differently. A person
who has developed a taste for art, good art, can see in a painting many things
that perhaps a person with an under-developed art sense could see. A skilled
writer or a teacher of literature can discover and comprehend the metaphors,
the similes, the imagery, the symbolism, and so on in a poem or short story
that an unskilled reader cannot appreciate. And God, in His infinite insight,
can see the best, and often hidden, talents, skills, traits, and tendencies in an
individual which often we, in our limited human vision, may, and do, overlook. We so often see others only at face value, and then we tend to evaluate
them in negative, unflattering, uncharitable, and usually erroneous ways. We
see what a person appears to be or what he is at present. So it is no wonder that
sometimes we only discover the worst in people. But Christ our God, in His
great love and compassion, overlooks, or sees beyond, the outer shell. He sees
the good, the best, within each and every one of us. He finds the potential of
what we might become, if given the opportunity.
Imagine the despised Zacchaeus in the Gospel lesson that we will soon hear
once again at the end of this festive Nativity/Theophany season, immediately
before the entrance into the Triodion. He collected taxes from his own people
to give to the hated Roman overlords. These publicans were usually quite dishonest, often severely over-taxing their brothers, and then pocketing the
money for themselves. And to top it off, HE WAS SHORT! Not that that
should be of any consequence, but sometimes we do make judgments based
upon physical attributes in order to dislike another human being. What animosity there must have been toward this puny individual who had the audacity to climb up into a sycamore tree to get a glimpse of Jesus!
NOW SEE WHAT OUR LORD DID!!! He stopped beneath that tree and
said to the man, “Hurry up and come down, for today I must stay at your
house.” He saw something good in the man, and used it to the advantage of
changing him and thus saving his soul.
Psychologists use a term to describe a certain development in an individual
that often happens in dysfunctional families, called “self-fulfilling prophecy.”
This is an attitude that can lead to disastrous results. A while back, a television
commercial vividly demonstrated this principle, with lines such as: “Call your
child a dummy, an idiot, a worthless bum, and because he has been labeled
thus, HE WILL BECOME ONE. Tell your child that you wish she had never
been born, or that your life is miserable because of her, AND YOU WILL
DESTROY HER SELF-ESTEEM AND DIGNITY. She will most likely become bitter and resentful and destructive. Sometimes it is best if we subscribed
to the old adage, “If you have nothing good to say, say nothing at all!” Yet how
much better would the world be, how much more harmony and peace would
exist, if we only took the time and effort to look more deeply into someone
-cont’d on page 12
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Annual
Diaconal Retreat in Johnstown

-Archpastoral, cont’d from page 1

deem. This is the water of eternal life that the Lord promised to the woman
at the well, the water that gushes up from the Spirit in the soul, like a spring
that shall never go dry. It gushes into the valleys of the shadow of death, and
turns the desert into a garden, and makes the flowers bloom.
The River of Life descends from Theophany, and flows through the Apostolic
Gospel that turned the world upside down. It flows through the Fathers of
the Church, through persecutions and oppressions, through conversions of
entire nations, and through the prayers of monastic fathers and mothers who
prayed, who taught and who healed.
And it flows all the way from the Baptism of Jesus Christ into our midst at
every ministration of Baptism, and at every supplication for Divine Mercy.
For as it was once said of the Garden of Eden, so it is said of this God-saved
Diocese: “and a river runs through it”, the River of Life that waters the world
of man.
That River ran through the City of Kings - Constantinople -seventy years ago
on September 18, 1938. On that day, Metropolitan Orestes of thrice-blessed
memory was consecrated as our first Bishop. The following day — September
19 — His All-Holiness, the late Benjamin I, Ecumenical Patriarch, canonically
established the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Diocese
by that name, sealed it and documented it for all time under Protocol number 1379.

JOHNSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA – The weekend of December 14-16
found some forty deacons, sub-deacons and readers from all across the Diocese gathering together in Johnstown for their Annual Retreat. The Very Reverend Father Robert Prepelka served as the retreat master for the event. The
theme for this year’s Retreat was taken from the final words of St. John
Chrysostom: “Glory to God for All Things!” During the Retreat Alexander
McNutt of St. Thomas the Apostle Church in Waldorf, MD, was tonsured a
And thus our community of congregations and families, priests and laity, were Reader by Metropolitan Nicholas.
brought back into the healing stream of Orthodoxy. Once again, the Jordan
of Theophany descended into our fellowship, into our ministry and into our
Opening of Retreat
hands.
he Retreat opened on Friday evening with the Akathist to St. John
As Ruling Metropolitan of the Diocese, I therefore hereby declare that, from
Chrysostom celebrated by His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas. Father
this Day of Holy Theophany until the close of the calendar year 2008, there Prepelka gave the first retreat presentation at the conclusion of the service.
shall be joyous and solemn commemoration throughout the community of The following day, Father Prepelka celebrated Divine Liturgy in Christ the
this Diocese, celebrating the Grace, Mercy, Life, and Peace received for seventy Saviour Cathedral. Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, Cathedral Dean, welcomed
years from the benevolent Hand of the Lord.
the group and offered insights into the purpose of the Annual Retreat. His
During this Jubilee Year - the “acceptable year of the Lord” (Luke 4:19) — we Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas then provided remarks. “St. Nicholas conhumbly bow in glad thanksgiving for every remembrance of Grace. We cling tinues to be a fountain of grace for us,” the Metropolitan began. “He prays
to the mystic cords of memory that connect us still to our ever-remembered constantly for his people, and he prays for their deliverance. As such, he himfirst Father, + Metropolitan Orestes, and our beloved Fathers in the Faith, our self became a vessel of grace through which God worked mighty wonders for
departed Bishops + Peter, + Methodios and + John. We remain true to the spe- the Church. We follow St. Nicholas in ministry, and we look to his example
cific traditions of our forefathers in the Carpathian Mountains: we returned for inspiration and direction. We follow him in fidelity to the Apostolic Proclamation. We follow him in his pastoral concern for his people. We follow St.
to Orthodoxy through the gate of the Mother Church, the See of ConstanNicholas in his constant study of the Scriptures. We follow him in his nevertinople, retaining our Plain Chant and the ways of our first spiritual fathers.
ending study of Christian doctrine, and we follow him most of all in his faith.
We continue to cleave to our strands of remembrance that call to mind the St. Nicholas did all these things. So did St. John Chrysostom, whose words at
courageous dedication of our pioneering priests, most now gone on to their the end of his life provide the theme for this Retreat. God expects all His bisheternal reward. We remember with loving edification the legacy of our stead- ops, His priests, His deacons, sub-deacons and readers to do the same. We are
fast laity who struggled for the life of this great communion of Orthodoxy.
here this weekend to pray, to study, to encourage one another and to edify one
Thus we bow in gratitude, but also in fervent supplication, that this Diocese another in being built up into the mature image of Christ. If we do that this
will remain faithful to its first-calling....that this Diocese will grow in “the weekend, then we shall truly honor our patron saint—St. Nicholas the Wonmeasure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13)....that this derworker of Myra—in the very best possible way.”

T

Diocese will thrive until that Last Day when the Lord returns for His
Own....that the Water of Life will flow like “streams in the desert”, an oasis of
cool water for the thirsty, weary refugees wandering in the modernist desert of
this world.
On this occasion, as this Diocese has now reached “three score years and ten”,
the Biblical fullness of a single life, and the attainment of its first generation,
we bow down in gratitude and hope, and we proclaim and confess to one and
all, the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese is truly a Diocese GodSaved, but now also God-Protected and God-Preserved, God-Renewed and
God-Transformed, God-Called and God-Provided, and most and best of all,
God-Beloved, Rained and Watered, Washed and Cleansed.
As the Lord announced on the Jubilee Year of His Own Gospel Ministry, so
now I announce to you: this Platinum Jubilee is for us the “acceptable year of
the Lord”!
Praying that Christ God, Who appeared and enlightened the world and this
Diocese, be given all glory, with fervent prayers in your behalf, and with my
blessing, I remain

Guest Lecturer

F

ollowing breakfast, His Eminence introduced the guest lecturer for the
weekend: the Very Reverend Fr. Patrick H. Reardon. Father Reardon is
the pastor of All Saints Antiochian Orthodox Church in Chicago, the Senior
Editor of Touchstone Magazine and author of numerous books. Father Reardon made two presentations on Saturday, and was the homilist at the Cathedral parish’s Sunday Divine Liturgy. In his sermon, Father Reardon noted the
admirable qualities of St. Nicholas, which included his generosity and constant kindness. He also pointed out, however, that St. Nicholas strictly followed Church doctrine; that he was a cleric who was solidly dogmatic and
that his compassionate and mercy-filled lifestyle empowered others to imitate
the Lord in their own lives. Responses to the Sunday Liturgy were provided by
the St. Nicholas Church Choir of Homestead, Pennsylvania, under the direction of Professor Andrew Talarovich.

St. Nicholas Banquet

F

ollowing Divine Liturgy, a festive St. Nicholas Banquet was held at the
Christ the Saviour Cathedral Educational Center. Despite severe wintry
Sincerely yours in the gladness of this Jubilee, weather, over 300 Cathedral parishioners were in attendance. Children were
treated to a visit from St. Nicholas and the Homestead Choir presented “The
Bethlehemer’s Visit.” The Arrangements Committee for the banquet included:
Susan Kalcik, Nicholas Bocher, Donna Zizan, Carol Devine and Julie
Gilchrist. They were assisted by Educational Center Officers Gary Ernest and
+Metropolitan Nicholas Donna Yarina.
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they are often a window to our own past.
Yes, I know well that Orthodoxy “is the faith that created the universe” as
we proclaim every Orthodoxy Sunday. What can we possibly learn from the
others? We can re-learn the practice of those aspects of our faith that we have
often left “lying in the tomb of negligence.”
We all hear that Orthodoxy is the Church of the Bible; most Orthodox
homes have a Bible in them. Certainly our worship is replete with quotes from
the Bible, “more than any Protestant Sunday service,” according to one reviewer.
Many centuries ago St. Evagrios wrote, “May the rising sun find you with
a Bible in your hand.” Closer to our own time St. John of Kronstadt tells us:

T HE W EEK

O

OF

C HRISTIAN U NITY

ne of the events that many of our parishes participate in their respective
communities is the ecumenical prayer service marking the “Week of
Christian Unity.” At the same time, many Orthodox pastors and churches remain aloof or are even openly critical of any participation or cooperation with
non-Orthodox Christians. Some have even gone so far as to label “ecumenism” a modern heresy, to wit, “the belief that the Church of Christ is only
now being formed through the Ecumenical Movement out of the many different churches.” To further substantiate their point, the critics of the “Panheresy of ecumenism” will cite chapter and verse of canons that forbid prayer
with heretics and condemn any and all who are seen at ecumenical affairs.
Their solution is to “wall themselves off ” into a pure world of their own making.
In the ancient Church there existed a schismatic movement that also believed in “walling themselves off ” from the rest of the Church and society.
They were known as the Novatianists, named after their founder, Novatian.
The Novatianists, who otherwise were Orthodox in their beliefs, denied
the possibility of penance after Baptism. They believed that those who had
committed serious sins after Baptism should pray and live in repentance in
the hope of God’s mercy, but they were unprepared to accept them into the
Church as communicants again. They believed that their own purity took
precedence over God’s mercy.
It is recorded that at the First Ecumenical Council the Novatian bishop,
Acesius, explained this doctrine of purity to the Emperor Constantine when
he inquired how their beliefs were different from the rest of the Church. The
Emperor, probably with a laugh, responded by saying, “Plant a ladder here,
Acesius, and climb up to heaven yourself!”
However, there is very often a great difference between the heretics of the
ancient Church and the non-Orthodox Christian churches of today. The
heretics of the past often denied the existence of the Trinity, the two natures
of Christ, or the reality of the Incarnation. The Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons,
Unitarians and extremely liberal Protestant churches represent these groups
today with whom an ecumenical relationship is simply not possible.
On the other hand, the Roman Catholic Church and many “mainline”
Protestant churches, such as the Lutherans, Episcopalians, Methodists, and
others, all share in the Orthodox heritage that is preserved in the Ecumenical
Councils concerning the Trinity, the Person of Jesus Christ, the Canon of the
New Testament, the meaning and necessity baptism and a sacramental life and
many other things. To be certain, there are very often differences, especially in
regards to ecclesiology (i.e. the nature and function of the Church and its ministers) and in the nature of the sacraments.
As we enter into relationships with these churches, we do so with our eyes
wide open, not as “ecu-maniacs” who pretend that there aren’t any differences
except in form or custom or that the differences that exist are all legitimate expressions of “diversity.”
We refute the accusation that the true Church of Christ is only now being
formed in the Ecumenical movement and other such ideas that the modern
“Neo-Novatianists” have accused Orthodox participants in the ecumenical
gatherings of believing in.
As Orthodox Christians we are called upon to provide a unique theological and spiritual witness to the Christian churches of the West since, historically, we come from the same font. Many people are surprised to discover that
many Roman Popes are Saints in the Orthodox Church and that the Roman
Church was regarded in the fourth and fifth centuries as a beacon of Orthodoxy in the midst of the heresies that were sweeping the Eastern part of the
Roman Empire or to discover that St. Patrick, the “enlightener of Ireland,”
has a place on the Orthodox Calendar.
These Churches have preserved much of our own heritage for us to rediscover;

If you read worldly magazines and newspapers, and derive
some profit from them, as a citizen, as a Christian, a member
of a family, then you ought still more and still oftener to read
the Gospel…
How refreshing it is to discover people in the other Christian churches
who practice the tradition of the Orthodox Church Fathers of actually reading the Scriptures. We all know that contemporary Orthodox Christians, including many clergy, show their great respect for the Bible by leaving it closed
upon a shelf and contemptuously referring to those who do read the Scriptures
as “bibliashi,” thinking that the reading of Scripture “isn’t our tradition.” Think
of the number of souls lost to the Church who discovered God’s Word and
then found that their love was not shared by others.
Very interestingly, many Protestant churches do not celebrate the Eucharist
every Sunday. Some only celebrate it once a month or even only four times a
year. At the time of the Protestant Reformation, the Roman Church required
its members to receive Holy Communion four times a year and many Protestants simply confined the celebration of the Eucharist to those times. Voices
like that of John Calvin, the Reformer in the city of Geneva, after reading the
Fathers of the Church, came to realize the importance of the celebration of the
Eucharist every Sunday. However, the popular opinion that it was “too
Roman,” refused to permit this.
Of course, in the Orthodox Church, we proudly point to the fact that we
celebrate the Eucharist every Sunday in the Divine Liturgy. Well, let’s qualify
that statement. The Church celebrates the Eucharist every Sunday. However,
many people are only present for the Liturgy, since they steadfastly maintain
the “tradition” of only receiving the Eucharist once or twice a year. It is certainly a reflection of Orthodox belief that when the Eucharist is celebrated in
other Christian churches, no one refuses to come forward and receive it. To
quote St. Nicholas Cabasilas:
…. If anyone having the possibility, refuses to come forward
to the Eucharistic Banquet, he will not obtain the sanctification procured by this banquet; not because of the fact itself of
his not approaching, but because, having that possibility, he refuses to come… How could one believe in the love of the one
who, having the faculty to receive the sacrament, does not receive it? (from On the Divine Liturgy).
Although many of these Protestants (though not all) believe that their Eucharist is only a symbol of the Body and Blood of Christ, they come forward
in faith and love for the Lord. Ought not we to do the same who believe that
we are receiving the Body and Blood of Christ?
It also speaks volumes that many of these churches, although they have
differences among themselves, are able to cooperate enough to put out standardized English translations of hymns and the Bible. It is a sorry fact that
we, the holders of the Faith that created the universe, cannot even bring forth
a standard English translation of the Divine Liturgy or other services, much
less an Orthodox edition of the Bible. The multiplicity of English translations
that now exist in Orthodox America will condemn any attempts at unity to
failure. If we cannot pray together, if we cannot learn the texts together, then
our hearts cannot be together.
Fr. Alexander Elchaninov wrote in the 1930’s,
The Protestants, who have small things, have done great things
with them. We Orthodox, with great things, vegetate in mediocrity.
This is why we participate in ecumenical activities: not only to teach and
bear witness to the truth of Orthodox theology but to learn and rediscover in
others the witness of our own past, to awaken in us the memories of the time
when these things were ours as well and to ask for the grace to renew them
again.
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D IOCESAN H ISTORY 1938 - 2008

Orestes Chornock have been officially received with the signing
of the Confession of the Orthodox Faith on behalf of all by the
aforementioned Reverend Presbyter.
Consequently, we have accepted
the above mentioned Presbyter
for the purpose of electing him
as Bishop for the needs of the
Carpatho-Russian Parishes entering the Holy Orthodox
Church. Since these parishes requested him at the General
Clergy-Laity Assembly which
took place, he was elected a
Bishop on the 16th of this
month with our personal Patriarchal exhortation and permission by a canonical election of
the Holy and Sacred Synod in
the Venerable Patriarchal Temple of the Holy, Glorious, Great
Martyr George the Tropaioforos, with the title of the ancient and glorious Diocese of
Agathonikeia in the Metropolis
of Philippoupolis of the Most
Holy Patriarchal and Ecumenical Throne. He was ordained in
the Most Holy Patriarchal Temple through our direction by the
Most Reverend Metropolitans
Germanos of Sardis and Pisidia,
Con-stantine of Eirinoupolis,
Editor’s Note: Through the course of 2008 each issue of The Church and Dorotheos of Laodicea.
Messenger will highlight important aspects of the history of our Diocese. We announce these glad tidings
This issue features the official proclamation of Ecumenical Patriarch by this Patriarchal letter to you
Benjamin, accepting our parishes into the fold of the Holy Orthodox
Church and placed under his canonical protection.
Protocol Number 1379
The Most Esteemed Members
of the Consistory of the Orthodox Carpatho-Russian Parishes
in America, beloved Children
in our Lord, Grace and Peace
from God be with you.

W

e received through
His Eminence the
Archbishop
of
North and South America,
Athenagoras, copies of the official minutes of the Clergy-Laity
Assembly which took place in
November 1937 in Pittsburgh
comprised of the CarpathoRussian Parishes which were
separated from the Unia. In a
meeting of the Holy and Sacred
Synod, We read with particular
joy from the minutes of your assembly the decision regarding
your return to the bosom of the
Holy Orthodox Church under
the presiding, canonical juris-

diction of the Most Holy Apostolic and Patriarchal Ecumenical Throne, as well as your
recommendation for the election and ordination to the rank
of Bishop for your needs the
Reverend Presbyter Orestes
Chornock.
Keeping in mind that we have
recognized your decision to return to Orthodoxy as having
been made in total freedom,
and in purity and sincerity of
conscience, as well as receiving
the confirmation and fervent
recommendation of our Archbishop of North and South
America,
His
Eminence
Athenagoras, we accept your petition with paternal affection
and we readily ratify it.
Pursuant to this and in accordance with the necessary canonical regulations, all the
aforementioned
CarpathoRussian Parishes in America
under the Reverend Presbyter

of the Consistory of the Orthodox Carpatho-Russian Parishes
in America and to all with our
ecclesiastical and paternal congratulations, joyful events
deigned by God and desired
and requested by you. We express hope that you will now organize and establish your
Orthodox Church upon stable
and canonical foundations
under the zealous and prideful
care of your Bishop, always
working together in canonical
unity with His Eminence the
Archbishop who will always be
willing to express his concern
and love for you whenever the
need arises. Together, then, go
forth with understanding; develop and progress in works of
faith and piety to the glory of
Christ. This will bring joy to the
Holy Orthodox Church and to
us.
We, now, bestow upon all of
you our Patriarchal and Pastoral
wishes and blessings, praying always and in all things that the
blessings of God, His grace and
immeasurable mercy, be with
you and with all the members of
your Church.
September 19, 1938
BENJAMIN
Archbishop of Constantinople
The Ecumenical Patriarch
Consecration
Photo of
Metropolitan
Orestes
1938
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The Meeting of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple

T

he Creator of the Law, in fulfillment of the
Law, was brought to the Temple and presented
to the Lord, for the external aspect of this great
event in the Gospel narrative was in conformity
with the rules laid down in the Old Testament. The
Lord said to Moses, Consecrate to Me all the first
born; whatever is the first to open the womb
among the people of Israel, both of man and of
beast is Mine.... And when in time to come your
son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say
to him, ‘By strength of hand the Lord brought us
out of Egypt, from the house of bondage. For when
Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lord
slew all the first-born in the land of Egypt, both the
first-born of man and the first-born of cattle.
Therefore I sacrifice to the Lord all the males that
first open the womb; but all the first-born of my
sons I redeem’ (Ex. 13:1-2, 14-15).
And so Mary and Joseph came after forty days of
purification to the Temple to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the law of the Lord, a pair
of turtledoves, or two young pigeons (Luke 2:24).
The original Old Testament prescription that the
firstborn must be consecrated to the service of the
Lord was now done by substitution: ...the firstborn
of man you shall redeem, and the firstling of unclean beasts you shall redeem. And their redemption price (at a month old you shall redeem them)
you shall fix at five shekels in silver, according to
the shekel of the sanctuary... (Num. 18:15-16).
These five shekels evidently symbolized the coming redemption of us by the Savior His five wounds
on the Cross.
The harsh way of the Cross, portent with profound
significance, brought Son and Mother, the GodMan and she who is more honorable than the
Cherubim and more glorious, beyond compare,
than the Seraphim, meekly to the Temple at
Jerusalem, and the Liberator and Redeemer of the
world was Himself redeemed for so trifling a sum.
Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name
was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel, and the
Holy Spirit was upon him And it had been revealed
to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see
death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And inspired by the Spirit he came into the temple; and
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do
for Him according to the custom of the Law, he
took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said,
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in
peace, according to Thy word (Luke 2:25-29).
This was the crossroads between the Old Testament
and the New. St. Simeon symbolizes the departing
Old Testament, exemplified by men of righteousness and prophets who in spite of all their doubts
and searchings entertained the firmest faith in what
had been foretold of the promised salvation. The
righteous Simeon took Him up in his arms, and the
Old and New Testaments stood together: the Old,
departing, held in its arms and blessed the New.
This was unity and continuity, a direct link and a
development; the Law and the promised manifestation of the Grace of God as His Only-Begotten
Son, the Redeemer.
To Simeon the God-Receiver was granted more
than had been granted to any other man before
him: he held the Almighty in his arms, and to him
were revealed both the Glory and the Way of the
Cross of his God: for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation which Thou hast prepared before the face of
all people, a light to enlighten the Gentiles and to
be the glory of Thy people Israel. And His father

and His mother marveled at what was said about
Him; and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary
His mother, Behold, this Child is set for the fall and
rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is spoken against (and a sword will pierce through your
own soul also), that thoughts out of many hearts
may be revealed (Luke 2:30-35). Thus, for the first
time, the Most-Holy Mary was forewarned that
there would be no end to the thorns and trials of
her life, that her Son, while bringing light and spiritual renewal to all peoples, would Himself be so
persecuted that a sword will pierce through your
own soul also.
The Lord wished for moral harmony in spreading
abroad this holy news, and so He wished a woman,
too, to repeat what had been said by Simeon: And
there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher; she was of a great
age, having lived with her husband seven years from
her virginity, and as a widow till she was eightyfour. She did not depart from the Temple, worshipping with fasting and prayer night and day.
And coming up at that very hour she gave thanks to

God, and spoke of Him to all who were looking for
redemption in Jerusalem (Luke 2:36-38).
Just as in Palestine in ancient times, we bring our
children on the fortieth day to be presented to the
Lord; but in contrast to the Israelites, we bring children of either sex. In the Presentation, Christ, the
Firstborn of all the human race, Creator of the New
Church and of the New Testament, filled the old
rites with a new content. By bringing our children
to church like the Most-Pure Virgin Mary, we bind
them over to God. Baptized and sanctified by grace,
our children, by being made members of the
Church, take their first steps upon the way of grace
and the way of the Cross that lies before those who
would follow Christ.
So we must go out to meet Christ and receive Him,
taking Him into the arms of our souls, begging
leave for sin to depart from us that we may live our
lives in peace and tranquility, free of the agitations
of evil. St. Simeon gave us an example of how
firmly to follow the path of a righteous life, filled
with the expectation of a meeting with the Lord.
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for some time saw the copies of the church service books and noticed that the markers were always in place and the volumes never
dusty, which earned the Divine Promise: “Well done good and
faithful servant, because you have been faithful over little things,
I will set you over great things. Enter into the joy of the Lord”
(Matthew 25:21).

Father Philoumenos of Jacobs Well
1913-1979

The crowning moment of Father Philoumenos’ earthly pilgrimage came on
November 29, 1979 at the shrine built on the site of Jacob’s Well. Father
Philoumenos had been assigned as the guardian and keeper of this holy place,
the very place where our Lord met the Samaritan Woman and offered her living water. The week before a group of fanatical Zionists came to the monastery
at Jacob’s Well, claiming it as a Jewish holy place and demanding that all crosses
and icons be removed. Father Philoumenos gently reminded them that the
floor they were standing on had been built by the Emperor, St. Constantine,
in 331 A.D. The shrine at Jacob’s Well had served as an Orthodox Christian
holy place for sixteen centuries before the Israeli state was created, and had
been in Samaritan hands before that. Several days later, during a rainstorm, a
group broke into the shrine while the monk was already vested to celebrate
Vespers. They chopped off the three fingers of his right hand, the fingers used
to make the Sign of the Cross and cut his face with an axe in the form of a
cross. The church and the holy things were all desecrated. No one was ever arrested.
Father Philoumenos’ body was buried on Mt. Zion, and when it was exhumed
four years later, as is the custom among Greek monks, it was found to be substantially incorrupt. His relics rest in a glass shrine in the seminary chapel of
the Patriarchate of Jerusalem. His official glorification by the Patriarchate has
not taken place in order to prevent further violence and unrest, but in the case
of martyrs, no official canonization by the Church is needed. There can be no
doubt as to the reason and circumstances of his death.

The Relics of Father Philoumenos of Jacobs Well.

T

he life of Father Philoumenos is an example to us that martyrdom for
Christ is not of the past from Roman or Communist times, but is a reality even in our own day. Father Philoumenos, an Orthodox monk, was brutally martyred in 1979 in Israel. His life is a reminder to us of the danger of
being so devoted to our Faith, that we use it as a club or a weapon to attack
those who disagree with us. While Muslim fundamentalists receive most of
the press regarding this, even Orthodox Christians can use their love of the calendar, canons, or concern with being correct to attack and antagonize those
who do not measure up to their standards.
For priests, Father Philoumenos is an example of continuing in prayer regardless if there is a congregation to join us. While we priests are tempted to
omit some of the services since no one will attend, he faithfully conducted the
cycle of Vespers, Matins and Hours in remote locations with no one in attendance.
Father Philoumenos was born on the island of Cyprus on October 15, 1913,
the twin brother of Father Elpidios, a monk of Mount Athos in Greece. At the
age of 14 both of the brothers dedicated their lives to the service of Christ as
monks, entering the ancient monastery of Stavrovouni, founded by the Empress St. Helen. Later, Father Elpidios left for Mount Athos while Father
Philoumenos joined the monastic Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulcher in
Jerusalem in 1934.
Arriving in Palestine, Father Philoumenos was concerned as he saw how the
Orthodox Palestinian faithful were being spiritually neglected. He began the
study of the Arabic language, becoming fluent in both speaking and writing
and conducting the divine services. It was Father Philoumenos who was sent
by the Patriarch of Jerusalem to communities whenever there was a problem
caused by the behavior of an unworthy priest or when various sects attempted
to lure the faithful away from the Orthodox Faith. He became known as a
true defender of the Faith, a man of a blameless life, a man from whom no one
could imagine any immodest or improper word, a man whose faith and integrity were a model for all. With energy and zeal he visited small, outlying villages to serve the faithful, often using his own funds to try to save the faithful
from being seduced away from the true Faith by the wealth, power and education of other churches from the West.
His spiritual son, the Monk Yeghia wrote these reminiscences of his father in
Christ:
He never omitted one word of any day’s service. When we were
alone in some remote monastery, particularly for Matins, he slowly
and carefully chanted each word of every psalm and canon. But
when there were pilgrims for the Divine Liturgy and Vespers, he
made the usual abridgements lest the service be too long and some
be tempted to leave. Later on, privately, he would read every word
that had not been chanted in church. Those who stayed with him

TROPARION (Tone 4)
At Jacob’s Well you were proved well named: loving Christ, confessing Him, pouring out your sacred blood. Being faithful in small things you were set over great.
Worshipping in Spirit and in Truth, you are now Guardian of the Holy Places forever.
Very Rev. Fr. Edward Pehanich

Upcoming 2008 Trip
Sponsored by St. Nicholas Orthodox Church (10th Street, NYC)
(Part of the proceeds will be going to the elevator fund)

12 Night Greece & Eastern Mediterranean Cruise, departing from Rome, Italy
Departure from USA: Sunday, August 3; Cruise - Monday, August 4Saturday, August 16, 2008
Ship: Royal Caribbean - Legend of the Seas
Prices with airfare starting at: $3,450.53 per person (includes all taxes
and gov’t fees)
Prices without airfare starting at: $1,878.03 per person
Deposit of $450/person required to guarantee price. Full refund will
be given (if there is a need to cancel) by May 20, 2008
Contact: Stephanie Salony (908)284-0561 between 6-9 PM or via email: stephanie.salony@patmedia.net for additional details and to reserve your space.

Metropolitan Recovering from Recent
Surgery
JOHNSTOWN, PA - The Chancery is pleased to report that His Eminence,
Metropolitan Nicholas has recently undergone successful knee-replacement
surgery in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and is now recuperating at his residence
in Johnstown. Our Diocesan faithful are kindly asked to continue to remember His Eminence in their prayers during his period of recovery. Cards and best
wishes may be sent to him at:
312 Garfield St.
Johnstown, PA 15906
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Cathedral Renovations Begin
JOHNSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA – Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, Dean
of Christ the Saviour Cathedral, has announced that the Cathedral will undergo extensive interior renovation and re-decoration, and will be closed for
public worship from January 13 through mid-April. Plans call for the Cathedral to re-open for Palm Sunday—April 20. For the next three months, all Divine Services will be celebrated in the lower level Cathedral Auditorium, which
has temporarily been converted to worship space.
The renovation project includes complete interior painting of both levels of the
Cathedral, in addition to refinishing the auditorium walls. The altars and other
liturgical furnishings will be refinished. Wood wainscot will be replaced with
porcelain tile throughout the church to complement the porcelain flooring.
Wall and ceiling icons will be washed and reglazed, and the stained glass windows will be cleaned. Elias Painting and Church Decorating of Johnstown is
the general contractor. Other work will include a new cross shrine of customcarved resin icons that is being installed in front of the Cathedral. In addition, a mosaic Golgotha scene is being placed inside the main front portico of
the church. Design and fabrication of this is by Figula Studios of Glen Hope,
PA.

JOHNSTOWN, PA - Pictured are two of several Cathedral parishioners celebrating their 90th birthdays who attended the annual St. Nicholas Dinner.
They are (left to right): Ann Evanisko, mother of Pani Connie Miloro, and
Ann Grata.

YONKERS, NY - Pictured is Robert Silipigni of St. Mary’s Church in Yonkers,
NY on the occasion of his First Confession. He is shown with his former pastor, Fr. Peter Zarynow.

HOBART, In - Pictured are the workers for the Cookie Walk sponsored by
Saint Nicholas Church, Hobart, IN, where Fr. Sergei Alekseev is pastor.

NEW YORK, NY - St. Nicholas Church, 10th Street, NYC, held their annual
Kermes this past November. The day’s festivities began with Metropolitan
Nicholas celebrating a Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Metropolitan Nicholas was
greeted with the traditional gifts of bread and salt by Chairman of the Trustees,
Robert Zizik. The Divine Liturgy was filled with the voices of the parishioners
lead by Cantor Nicholas Timko. Following Liturgy parishioners and friends
were treated to a spectacular luncheon prepared by the parish’s own George and
Justina Chobor. After the luncheon everyone settled in for a wonderful program put on by the children of the parish and Vychodna Dolina. The show
began with Nike Rael and Michael Salony performing on their guitars and
singing. The children of the parish then shared a few encore performances
from the talent show they had put on a few weeks earlier. Finally, the crowd
was delighted by a performance by the children of the parish and Vychodna
Dolina who traced the calendar year in a Carpatho-Rusyn village through
song. They began by singing prayers of Theophany, through Puscana, into
Lent, to the joys of Easter, through the Fall Harvest, ending at Christmas. The
program was a delight to the ears, hearts and souls of each in attendance.
The beautiful interior of St. Nicholas of Myra Church is shown below, adorned
with dozens of poinsettias for the Feast of the Nativity. Very Rev. Fr. John J.
Beskid, pastor, is grateful to parishioner, Paul Sikoryak, Sr. for procuring the
magnificent plants.
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A Busy Fall at Saint John’s in Hawk Run!

HOMER CITY, PA - Recently a new bishop’s throne was blessed at SS Peter
and Paul Church in Homer City. The new throne was hand made by John
Charnego, son of Mike and Sheila Charnego of Homer City. The Ladies Altar
Society graciously donated the money to cover the costs of making the throne.

HAWK RUN, PENNSYLVANIA – There has been much activity at St. John
the Baptist Church in Hawk Run recently. After a highly successful Church
Picnic in the Fall, a small group from the parish made an 11-day trip to Russia. On the trip, a new Plascanitsa was purchased for the church. Parishioners
have begun to bowl together on the first Thursday of every month, with the
Church School students having their own bowling outing on a November
Sunday afternoon, with some 35 people participating. A new charitable organization has been formed in the parish: the St. Agape Society. Named after
one of the daughters of St. Sophia, the group has already sponsored to Fall
projects. Prior to Thanksgiving, a food drive was organized for a local food
pantry. In December, the members re-instituted the “giving tree” tradition in
the parish. A small Christmas Tree was put up in the church hall, containing
the names of some 27 needy individuals in the community. Parishioners were
asked to select a name and purchase Christmas gifts for the person whose name
was taken. This effort was coordinated through the YMCA. Pastor of St. John’s
in Hawk Run is Father Peter Benyo.

HOBART, IN - Pictured are the children of Saint Nicholas Church, Hobart, AMBRIDGE, PA - Recently John and Kathryn Youhas of St. John’s Church
IN, with Saint Nicholas during the annual Saint Nicholas Dinner, 2007. Pas- in Ambridge, PA celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary. They are shown
with their children, Protodeacon John Youhas and Bonnie and Ron Raible,
tor of the parish is Fr. Sergei Alekseev.
and their pastor, Very Rev. Fr. Robert Prepelka.

RAHWAY, NJ - His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas is pictured with New JOHNSTOWN, PA - Children of the Intermediate Sunday School Class at
Jersey Deanery clergy at the ordination to the Diaconate of Sub-deacon Christ the Saviour Cathedral participate in the parish’s annual Christmas PagMichael Rustick at St. John’s Church in Rahway.
eant.
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Memories of a Trip to Russia
By Father Peter Benyo

O

Church of Christ the Savior. This enormous church
was completely destroyed by Stalin and later rebuilt
after the fall of Communism. The church can hold
some 15,000 people—its iconostas and sanctuary,
restored to its original look—gives the effect of
being a “church within a church.” On Sunday
morning, I was able to concelebrate Divine Liturgy
in a local village church. As is common in Russia,
there was much “liturgical activity” following Divine Liturgy, with baptisms, a moleben and a parastas all being celebrated concurrently on the 3 altars
in the church. As is also common, we were asked to
remain for a light meal at the parish hall after the
completion of the services.

n October 1, 2007, I had the privilege of leading a trip to Russia for a small group of
parishioners from St. John the Baptist Church in
Hawk Run, Pennsylvania. The pilgrimage to some
of the churches and monasteries there—as well as
the unique opportunity to spend time with local
Orthodox clergy and faithful in that region—gave
his a multitude of memories that I would like to
share with the readers of The Church Messenger.

Early Visitations

T

he first few days of our trip centered around
visitations to the famous Holy Trinity-Saint
Sergius Lavra some 50 miles outside of Moscow.
Father George Gulin, our guide and translator, received his theological training at the seminary associated with the monastery. The monastery was
founded in the 14th century by St. Sergius of
Radonezh. It encompasses some 24 acres and is, in
effect, a walled fortress. The property includes 6
churches, numerous chapels, bell tower, monastic
dwellings, religious and liturgical shops and a graduate academy for seminary students. Here in the
Monastery Church of the Holy Trinity we had the
spiritual privilege of viewing and venerating the
relics of St. Sergius. A constant stream of worshippers comes here on a daily basis from 5:30 A.M. to
9 P.M. to pray before the body of this popular Russian Saint. While in the city of Sergiev Posad where
the Lavra is located, we were dinner guests of Father
George’s sister and brother-in-law: Father Deacon
Alexander and Vira. Their 8 children all expect to
be priests and priest’s wives when they grow up!

Patriarchal Liturgy

T
travel to this remote area, where St. Sergius lived
for a period of time. Legend has it that no water
was readily available in this area, but when the Saint
prayed for relief, 7 springs sprung forth on a nearby
hillside. Many miracles have been attributed to this
water, and believers still come and immerse themselves in the frigid waters of the springs.

On to Moscow!

N

o trip to Russia would be complete without
spending some time in Moscow! We visited
the renowned Church of St. Basil in Red Square.
This frequently photographed edifice is, in reality,
several churches, with each multi-colored dome
The 7 Springs of St. Sergius resting over a separate building. In Moscow, we also
took time to be “typical tourists”—visiting the
ocated approximately a half hour into the coun“Gum” department store and enjoying a lunch of
tryside from Sergiev Posad are the “7 Springs
pizza! We attended Vespers and Matins in the
of St. Sergius.” Our group had the opportunity to

L

he next day was the spiritual highlight of our
tour as the Feast Day of St. Sergius was celebrated in all of the monastery churches at the Holy
Trinity-St. Sergius Lavra. We were able to attend a
Divine Liturgy celebrated by Patriarch Aleksy II of
Moscow and All Russia. Also at the altar were Patriarch Theodorus of Alexandria and All Africa as
well as numerous other hierarchs. Two choirs antiphonally sang the responses to the Liturgy in the
church, which was filled to capacity for the service.
Two of our Hawk Run parishioners were blessed to
receive Holy Communion from the hands of Patriarch Theodorus—all members of our group agreed
that this was truly an experience they will never forget.
Returning home, we could not help but think of
what a special opportunity this trip was. Not only
were we able to see the grandeur and splendor of
Holy Orthodoxy, and we also experienced its intimacy through our contact with the ordinary people
there in a place where their Orthodox Faith is their
greatest treasure and most-prized possession.

Historic Ordination in Rahway
RAHWAY, NEW JERSEY – On Saturday, December 22nd, parish history
Luncheon
was made at St. John the Baptist Church in Rahway, NJ On this day, Subollowing the Hierarchical Liturgy, St. John’s Hall was filled to capacity for
deacon Michael Rustick was ordained to the Diaconate by His Eminence,
a special luncheon honoring Deacon Michael. The meal was prepared by
Metropolitan Nicholas—the first ordination in the 92 years history of St.
the women of the parish. Remarks were made by Paul Hanas, Parish PresiJohn’s!
dent, who thanked the parishioners for all of their efforts in preparation for this
special day. Deacon Michael offered an emotional “thank you” to everyone
Hierarchical Liturgy who had contributed to his spiritual growth and formation, leading him to the
Holy Diaconate. For the past four years, Deacon Michael has attended classes
rior to the beginning of the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, His Eminence
in the Diocesan Diaconate Program, which are held at Christ the Saviour Semwas welcomed with the traditional gifts of bread and salt by George Kocan,
inary in Johnstown, Pennsylvania.
Parish Vice President. Father Andrew Fetchina, Pastor, then presented the Metropolitan with the hand cross. Responses to the Liturgy were sung by the St.
John the Baptist Church Choir of Perth Amboy. The choral group is under the
direction of Mr. George Hanas. Assisting at the altar were: Father Fetchina,
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco, Archpriest Emil Minkovich, the Very Reverend
Father John Pribish, Father Michael Psenechnuk, Father Matthew Moriak, Father Vasily Adrejuk, Father John Cmur and Protodeacon Gregory Benc.

F

P

Archpastoral Homily

M

etropolitan Nicholas directed much of his homily to the newly ordained
Deacon Michael, a vocation of the Rahway parish. “The role of a deacon is an important one in today’s Church,” the Hierarch began. “A deacon
should not view his duties as simply being liturgical in nature. Always under
the supervision of his parish priest and directly answerable to his bishop, a
deacon should be expected to teach, to visit the sick, to work with the youth
of the parish and to perform labors of outreach. The original 7 deacons of the
early Church were selected to serve the basic needs of the faithful. Likewise,
the deacons of today must never lose sight of their calling to special service.”
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Annual Lenox Retreat
LENOX, MASSACHUSETTS -Over thirty people from
across the Diocese gathered together in Lenox, Massachusetts for the longest running Diocesan Retreat. The
Retreat, dedicated to St. Nectarios, met from Friday, November 2 through Sunday, November 4. Fr. Stephen Loposky was the Retreat Master. It was decided that the
presentation would honor the 1600th Anniversary of the
repose of St. John Chrysostom. Fr. Loposky’s presentation was entitled St. John Chrysostom: Martyr of the Pulpit.

Opening Presentation

F

ollowing a quiet evening of rekindling old friendships
and finding new friends in the welcoming atmosphere
of The Village Inn, everyone gathered on Saturday morning for a continental breakfast. After this, the faithful
gathered for morning prayers and a welcome by the Very
Reverend Fr. Luke Mihaly, host pastor of the Annual Retreat and Dean of the New England Deanery. Fr. Stephen
Loposky, pastor of St. Mary’s parish in Corning, NY was
introduced and gave his presentation. Fr. Loposky emphasized two points regarding St. John Chrysostom and
preaching. One is the contempt of praise that anyone
preaching should have. This means that when giving a
sermon, the preacher must be focused on teaching the
truth and not just what people want to hear. The sermons
must be challenging to those listening. The point of the
sermon is to preach the truth and not to focus on what
the people are going to say or think about you after you
preach. If the priest only preaches so he can hear how
good he was, then the sermons will be of no benefit. The
focus becomes on the one giving the sermon rather than
on God or man’s relationship with God. As Fr. Stephen
said: “…if the preacher does not have this contempt of
praise, and rather looks to be praised for his sermons, it
follows that he will eventually speak, not to profit his hearers, but simply to please them. If the pastor seeks praise for
his sermons, the people will not be profited.”
It is not that the preacher should reject all praise, but that
he should not be seeking it. On the other hand, the
preacher should not listen too carefully to criticism and
go in the opposite direction of praise. “… not only must
the preacher be indifferent to praise, he must also be indifferent to slander and envy as well. Here John spoke of
a middle ground. The preacher should not take too much
notice of slander and envy, nor too little notice of it either. If he takes too much notice of it, then he will eventually grow despondent and will not be able to speak

-Editorial, cont’d from page 2

profitably to the people. John says that despondency and
being constantly concerned over what the people will say
or are saying will eventually reduce the power of the mind
to speak and diminish that force of eloquence that is required. The struggle for the preacher is to be sure that the
next time he preaches that he is not motivated to preach
in order to hear the compliments or to avoid criticism.”
The preacher must always have in check the motivation
behind what he is saying so that the profit of his faithful
is always in the forefront of what he is saying. However,
the contempt of praise by the preacher is not enough to
ensure good sermons. As Fr. Stephen points out: “Let’s
say the preacher has contempt of praise, that he does not
seek it or desire it or follow after it. Still he may not profit
the people from his preaching. Why? Because he may
not be able to get his point across because he does not have
the second essential element: He does not have force of
eloquence—the power of preaching well. If the pastor
cannot effectively get his point across through the power
of his preaching, even if he does not care about being
praised, the people will not be profited and what is more
dangerous is that they will begin to despise him.”
The presentation by Fr. Stephen was very well received,
evoking many questions from the retreatants. Fr. Stephen
demonstrated the force of eloquence that St. John
Chrysostom believed to be of great importance.
Following the presentation, the afternoon was given to
free time for the people to explore the environs of Lenox
by visiting the Norman Rockwell Museum, hiking in the
woods set aside by the Audubon Society, visiting the local
shops or simply catching up on some leisurely reading.
Everyone gathered for the Moleben to St. Nectarios, where
everyone was anointed with oil from the tomb of St. Nectarios and given the opportunity to go to confession. After
returning from church, dinner was enjoyed by all at the
inn.

Sunday Liturgy

O

n Sunday morning, Divine Liturgy was celebrated,
with responses sung in our traditional CarpathoRussian Plain Chant. A very enlightening and enjoyable
weekend was sealed through the reception of the Body
and Blood of Christ. Following a hearty New England
breakfast, good-byes mingled with tears and many smiles
filled the inn as once again a successful weekend had come
to an end in Lenox. Thanks are extended to Sally Hubiak, the coordinator of the Annual Retreat.

them? If that was what confession is
all about, I would recommend it to
you myself! But in our sacred tradition, confession is much more than
this. In Orthodox thought, acknowledging our sins is but the first
step in the complex process of repentance. There must be true sorrow
for our sins. “Cyber Confession” requires no such remorse. In the Orthodox approach to Confession,
there must be a conscious effort
made to eliminate the sins to which
we admit from our lives. We are
called upon to promise our Heavenly Father that we will make every
effort to better ourselves spiritually.
“Cyber Confession” asks for no such
vow or commitment. In the mechanics of a proper Orthodox confession, the penitent has the
opportunity to receive the wise spiritual counsel of a Father Confessor.
Those who submit to “Cyber Confession” may only find themselves
subjected to ridicule and verbal humiliation from whoever may wish to
comment on their public airing of
dirty laundry, or the potentially dangerous “advice” from someone totally unqualified to give it. Most
importantly, “Cyber Confession”
can never provide us with what we
really need when we confess our
sins: forgiveness!
So use the internet wisely, but remember: “easier” is not always “better.” There are some things in life
that can still be done best the “good
old fashioned way.” Confession is
one of them.
Protopresbyter Michael Rosco
Editor
The Church Messenger

Attention, Readers!
Beginning in January, 2008,
The Church Messenger will
have a change in its frequency
of publication. It will be
printed and distributed
monthly, and will regularly
appear in a 12 page format.
This change is in compliance
of a motion to this effect
passed at the annual Meeting
of the Diocesan Board of
Trustees in May, 2007.
While the $12 parish subscription rate will remain the
same, please note that individual subscription rates for
The Church Messenger have
been increased to$20 per year
and $30 per year in Canada.
The Editorial Staff

Pictured above are the participants in the annual St. Nectarios Retreat held in Lenox, Massachusetts.
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OCMC to Take Up Special Collection Turkish Government Grants Permisfor Orthodox Christians Displaced by sion to Orthodox Christians to Observe Feastday of Saint Nicholas in
Violence in Kenya
Historic Church

NAIROBI, KENYA – Hundreds of Kenyans have lost their lives, and hundreds of thousands more have lost their homes, as a result of the recent violence
that erupted in the wake of contested presidential elections that were held in
Kenya on December 27th.
Several Orthodox clergy and laity have seen all of their worldly possessions
consumed by flames. According to His Eminence, Archbishop Makarios of
Kenya, food is in short supply. The seminary in Nairobi is currently housing
about 20 displaced families, and St. George Orthodox Church in Kibera is
housing several more.
The Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) has had a long history in
Kenya. The Mission Center is taking a special collection as a gesture of solidarity with its Orthodox brothers and sisters in this East African nation. The
funds collected will be used to help displaced Orthodox families in Kenya to
rebuild their homes and their lives.
All donations for this special collection should be made payable to the Orthodox Christian Mission Center with “Kenya Crisis Collection” clearly
marked in the check’s memo line. Gifts may be submitted to:
The Orthodox Christian Mission Center
Re: Kenya Crisis Collection
P.O. Box 4319
St. Augustine, FL 32085-4319

A

fter five long years of constant refusal, the Ecumenical Patriarchate has
been granted permission by the authorities in Ankara, to celebrate the
Divine Liturgy in the historic Church dedicated to Saint Nicholas, in Demre,
Turkey.
The church’s origins date back to the fourth century when Saint Nicholas, a
Greek, was the Bishop of the city of Myra, the ancient city which is now
known as Demre. Owned by the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the church was prohibited by the Turkish Government to conduct services or offer prayers. The
church was converted into a museum by the State and has been an attraction
for guided tours provided by the Turkish Tourism Agency. The structure is
currently under renovation and becomes submerged by rain water during the
winter and summer months, which damages the mosaics and frescos.
For several years, religious and political authorities have argued over whether
the Divine Liturgy should be celebrated there. In a meeting last year, the Ecumenical Patriarch held discussions with the Turkish Minister of Culture, Ertugrul Gunay, in which the Minister said, “I earnestly want every citizen in this
country to be able to freely celebrate their own religion in the place seen as
most important for worship.” Not only did the Minister keep his word, but
he also contributed forty-thousand Turkish Lira for the completion of the
church’s renovation.

-Guest Sermon, cont’d from page 2

Very Reverend Robert J. Prepelka

Additional Contributions to the Saints
Cyril and Methodios
Church Endowment
Protopresbyter Michael and
Pani Eleanor Polanichka - $25
+Memory of Josephine Barriger
Michaele Bober - $100

PERIODICAL

else to discover the good lying beneath the externals. And as always, Jesus is our best example! He saw past the labels
and the perceived reputation of people and transformed the lives of so many.
He looked at the doubtful, uncertain, rash and impetuous, Simon the fisherman, and saw Peter the Rock, the leader
of the Apostolic group! He looked upon Saul the persecutor, and saw Paul the great preacher and Apostle to the Gentiles! He was presented with an adulterous woman, but she departed a repentant saint. He took a mismatched band
of twelve men of little reputation and education and made them into the foundation of His Church! And the list goes
on throughout the ages. Luther Burbank, the famous American horticulturist, used to say, “Every weed is a potential flower.” From that
we can understand God’s thinking, “Every man and woman is a potential saint!”
It is appropriate that this last Sunday before the preparation period for
the Great Fast is also an appropriate prelude to it. Its message leads
into those of the following Sundays. First, we must have a DESIRE to
see and know our Lord Jesus Christ! This Sunday usually falls within
the time when our priests are still blessing the homes within our congregations. And during that blessing prayer, we hear the reference to
our Lord’s entrance into the home of Zacchaeus, and the marvelous
effect it had on him: that he would give half of his goods to poor, and
that if he had defrauded anyone, he would restore it fourfold. This reminds us that we must personally receive Him, not only into our
homes, but more especially into our hearts, just as Zacchaeus did.
Our Lord tells each of us, “Today I must stay at your house.” Will
your response be the same as that of Zacchaeus? It must be, because
only then will you find eternal salvation!

