Stichera at the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy
Tuesday of Holy Week
At Lord I have cried we sing 2 stichera, one in Tone Two and one in Tone Four:
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Verse:

Stichera:
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In Tone 4
Verse:
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Stichera:
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In Tone 6
Verse:

Stichera:
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Prokimens and Old Testament Readings
First Prokimen in Tone 6

The First Old Testament Reading
Exodus 2:5-10
Now the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, and her maidens
walked beside the river; she saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid
to fetch it. When she opened it she saw the child; and lo, the babe was crying.
She took pity on him and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.” Then his
sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her,
“Go.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. And Pharaoh’s daughter
said to her, “Take this child away, and nurse him for me, and I will give you your
wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him. And the child grew, and
she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son; and she
named him Moses, for she said, “Because I drew him out of the water.”
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The Second Prokimen in Tone 4

The Second Old Testament Reading
Job 1:13-22
Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking
wine in their eldest brother’s house; and there came a messenger to Job, and
said, “The oxen were plowing and the asses feeding beside them; and the Sabeans fell upon them and took them, and slew the servants with the edge of the
sword; and I alone have escaped to tell you.” While he was yet speaking, there
came another, and said, “The fire of God fell from heaven and burned up the
sheep and the servants, and consumed them; and I alone have escaped to tell
you.” While he was yet speaking, there came another, and said, “The Chaldeans
formed three companies, and made a raid upon the camels and took them, and
slew the servants with the edge of the sword; and I alone have escaped to tell
you.” While he was yet speaking, there came another, and said, “Your sons and
daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house; and behold, a great wind came across the wilderness, and struck the four corners of
the house, and it fell upon the young people, and they are dead; and I alone
have escaped to tell you.” Then Job arose, and rent his robe, and shaved his
head, and fell upon the ground, and worshiped. And he said, “Naked I came
from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return; the Lord gave, and the Lord
has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” In all this Job did not sin or
charge God with wrong.
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The Gospel Reading
Matthew 24:36-26:2
“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son,
but the Father only. As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of
man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and they did not
know until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of
man. Then two men will be in the field; one is taken and one is left. Two women will be
grinding at the mill; one is taken and one is left. Watch therefore, for you do not know
on what day your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the householder had known in
what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have watched and would not
have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready; for the Son of
man is coming at an hour you do not expect. “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his household, to give them their food at the
proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his master when he comes will find so doing. Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his possessions. But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed,’ and begins to beat his fellow servants,
and eats and drinks with the drunken, the master of that servant will come on a day
when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know, and will punish him,
and put him with the hypocrites; there men will weep and gnash their teeth. “Then the
kingdom of heaven shall be compared to ten maidens who took their lamps and went
to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For when the
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with
their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those
maidens rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some
of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘Perhaps there will not be
enough for us and for you; go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And while
they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to
the marriage feast; and the door was shut. Afterward the other maidens came also,
saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’
Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. “For it will be as when a
man going on a journey called his servants and entrusted to them his property; to one
he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability.
Then he went away. He who had received the five talents went at once and traded
with them; and he made five talents more. So also, he who had the two talents made
two talents more. But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground
and hid his master’s money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came
and settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here
I have made five talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful
servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy
of your master.’ And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master,
you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.’ His master said
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to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will
set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.’ He also who had received the
one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where
you did not sow, and gathering where you did not winnow; so I was afraid, and I went
and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not
sowed, and gather where I have not winnowed? Then you ought to have invested my
money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own
with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten talents.
For to every one who has will more be given, and he will have abundance; but from
him who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant
into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.’ “When the Son of
man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious
throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate them one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will place the
sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left. Then the King will say to those at his
right hand, ‘Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and
you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you
clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then
the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry and feed thee, or
thirsty and give thee drink? And when did we see thee a stranger and welcome thee,
or naked and clothe thee? And when did we see thee sick or in prison and visit thee?’
And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of
these my brethren, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘Depart
from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I
was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in
prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see
thee hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to
thee?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one of the
least of these, you did it not to me.’ And they will go away into eternal punishment, but
the righteous into eternal life.” When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to
his disciples, “You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of
man will be delivered up to be crucified.”
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