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PREAMBLE- MISSION AND VISION

Mission: The ACRY is an Orthodox Christian family fellowship dedicated to the
purpose of encouraging spiritual growth through charitable and apostolic
missionary works, prayer, and fellowship for the Glory of God and the
building up of the Church and our Diocese.

Vision: The ACRY seeks to enable its membership to experience the spiritual
joy and fulfillment of participating in the work of Christ on local, national, and
global levels through charitable outreach and philanthropic initiatives.

Tagline: The National ACRY – The Fellowship of Sts. Cyril and Methodios
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THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHORUSSIAN YOUTH OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCH
______________________________________________________________________________
ARTICLE I
NAME, PURPOSES AND MOTTO
1.

The name of the organization shall be the AMERICAN-CARPATHO-RUSSIAN
YOUTH OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCH (abbreviated A.C.R.Y.)

2.

The purposes of the A.C.R.Y. shall be:

3.

a)

To foster, perpetuate, uphold, protect, learn, and maintain the Faith of our
fathers, the Holy Eastern Orthodox Faith.

b)

To promote the healthy, clean spiritual, social, cultural, educational, and athletic
development of the young people of the Carpatho-Russian Diocese.

c)

To encourage its members to be contributing members of society demonstrating
their Orthodox Christian faith through hands-on outreach and philanthropic
works.

As a youth organization, the A.C.R.Y. is designed to make our youth sterling and
contributing citizens, devoted to their Orthodox Faith and respectful of the CarpathoRussian Ancestry and Heritage of the founders of the Diocese. It shall be within the
sphere of activity of this organization to promote the healthy, clean spiritual, social,
cultural, educational, and athletic development of the youth through activities including
but not limited to:
a) the establishment of carefully organized and supervised chapters
b) support for scholarships and aid for needy students
c) the printing of religious and cultural matter of all sorts
d) the sponsorship of radio broadcasts, concerts, festivals, pageants, and tournaments
e)
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the organization of campaigns for the raising of funds for charitable, religious, and
educational purposes

Every Chapter as well as every member shall morally and financially support all
religious, educational, charitable, and national movements of our Church and Diocese.

5. The motto of the A.C.R.Y. is “FOREVER FORWARD AND HEAVENWARD”.
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ARTICLE II
PATRON SAINTS
6. The Patron Saints of the A.C.R.Y. are SS. Cyril and Methodius, Apostles of the Slavs.
7. Each Chapter is encouraged to observe the Feast of the Patron Saints on the Sunday
following the feast in a proper way, especially by having its members attend Divine
Services and by offering a Moleben for the living members and a Panachida for the
departed members.
ARTICLE III
EMBLEM AND SEAL
8. The national emblem and official logo for each chapter shall be a double-headed American
eagle, clutching in one claw a three-barred Cross, in another a torch, with a star enclosed in a
circle within the eagle design. The colors of the A.C.R.Y. shall be red, white, and blue.
Local chapters can have any colors they wish.
9. The symbolism of the A.C.R.Y. emblem shall be:
a)

The double eagle represents the combined freedom of American and our
Carpatho-Russian people. We are proud to be Americans, and proud of the
blood that flows through our veins.

b)

The circle represents perfection. Our Orthodox Church has always guided our
people along the path once trod by Christ. We, too, are to live by the light of
Christ, striving after him.

c)

The star is for ascendancy. We are proud of our forbearers, and we shall rise as
they did to serve and preserve our Orthodox Faith.

d)

The Cross represents our Orthodox Faith. We shall keep it and let it protect us
and give us faith and courage in life.

e)

The torch is for culture and learning. We shall strive to gain knowledge and a
further understanding of life to improve ourselves and our children.

10. The common and corporate seal of the A.C.R.Y. shall be round with the official emblem and
name of the organization.
11. Any member in good standing in a chartered chapter shall be entitled to wear the emblem or
other insignia as may be adopted by the conventions.
12. The name, emblem, or insignia of the A.C.R.Y. shall not be used as a trade name, trade mark
or for any purpose other than authorized by the National Board of Directors.
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ARTICLE IV
NATIONAL ORGANIZATION
13. The National Organization shall consist of chartered Chapters of the American CarpathoRussian Youth in parishes or potential parishes of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox
Greek Catholic Diocese of North America, which have been accepted by the Executive
Board and which comply with the National A.C.R.Y. Constitution and By-Laws as adopted
or amended.
14. The National Organization shall have power to direct, manage, supervise, and control the
business, property, and funds of the A.C.R.Y. as defined by the National Convention. It shall
have the power to create, charter, and supervise chapters and districts.
ARTICLE V
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION
15. The official organ of the A.C.R.Y. shall be “The American Carpatho-Russian Youth Section”
in the official Diocesan publication. It shall be edited by the National Editor.
16. The A.C.R.Y. shall publish each year, in partnership with the American Carpatho-Russian
Orthodox Greek-Catholic Diocese of North America, a combined Diocesan Year Book and
A.C.R.Y. Annual publication, which shall contain information about our Diocese, and the
activities of the A.C.R.Y. and other educational material. The National Board of Directors
shall be responsible for the appearance of the Annual. Each member who shall have paid his
annual national dues and shall have fulfilled his obligations to the National Organization
shall receive a copy of the Annual, provided however, that when two or more members of the
same immediate family shall live in the same house, then and in such case, only one copy of
the said Annual shall be sent to such home.
ARTICLE VI
REVENUE
17. Each accepted chapter before receiving its charter shall pay upon application for
membership in the A.C.R.Y. the chapter fee of $10.00 or as otherwise established at a
national convention.
18. Each member shall pay to the National Organization national dues as approved by the
National Convention. The said national dues shall be due in advance on the 1 st day of
December of each year and in the event a member, either new or old, should pay his dues
subsequent to the 1st day of December he shall pay the entire amount and no part of the
same shall be refunded or apportioned.
19. In case of necessity, revenue from sources other than those defined in this article may be
raised as approved by the National Board of Directors. However, additional assessments
on members or Chapters can only be made by action of the National Convention.
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ARTICLE VII
LOCAL CHAPTERS
20. A local Chapter of the A.C.R.Y. shall be one which is chartered by the Executive Board
and which complies with the National A.C.R.Y. By-Laws as adopted or amended. When a
Chapter is accepted into the A.C.R.Y., all its members ipso facto become members of the
National Organization. It shall not use any name except that designated in its charter
which shall include the letters A.C.R.Y. in the Chapter Name.
21. The minimum required officers of the chartered Chapter shall be the Spiritual Advisor,
who is the pastor of the local parish, President, Treasurer and Secretary. .Other officers
may be elected as required. They shall constitute the Board of Directors of the local
Chapter. The officers shall be members in good standing. Their duties and obligations
shall be the usual ones as defined by parliamentary law and local by-laws.
22. The Secretary of each chartered Chapter shall send the National Financial Secretary along
with the national dues, the names and addresses of its members and the names of the
officers elected to serve for the coming year before 1st of December.
23. A chartered Chapter has the right to adopt its own local by-laws in regulation of its affairs,
but such by-laws cannot conflict with the National By-Laws. It has the right to set
initiation fees, monthly dues or whatever levies it may deem proper, besides the annual
national dues. It may organize its own athletic activities and social functions under its own
management, provided such activities shall not conflict with those of the regional or
National Organization.
24. The property of the chartered Chapter - real and personal -shall be held in trust by the local
parish. If the chapter shall dissolve, all the property and funds would be turned over to the
local parish the National A.C.R.Y. or the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Greek
Catholic Diocese of North America.
25. All meetings of the Chapter shall be conducted according to accepted parliamentary
procedures as prescribed in the “A.C.R.Y. Manual of Ceremonies”.
ARTICLE VIII
CHARTERING OF CHAPTERS
26. Local Chapters may be organized and chartered where three or more persons desire to
establish a Chapter for the preservation of their Orthodox Faith and, if applicable, their
Carpatho-Russian Heritage, who can insure the carrying out of the principles and ideals of
the A.C.R.Y.
27. Upon submission of the petition for a new Chapter, the National President shall instruct the
members about the principles and ideals of the A.C.R.Y. and explain the National
Constitution and By-Laws.
28. Upon completion of the organization of the Chapter and approval by the National Board,
there shall be issued to the Chapter a charter of the A.C.R.Y. signed by the Supreme Patron,
National President, and National Secretary under the seal of the organization, provided the
Chapter has complied with the following conditions:
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a) Local By-Laws, if desired by the Chapter, have been submitted to the Executive Board
for review and found to be in compliance with the
b) the National Constitution and By-Laws.
c) The organization and election of officers has been completed.
d)

Payment of all charter fees and national dues of its members.

e) The standard practice, principles, and ideals of the A.C.R.Y. have been maintained.
29. The Executive Board may create a chapter, naming it Chapter-at-Large, for the purpose of
giving people in those parishes and towns where there are not chartered Chapters the
privilege /of belonging to the A.C.R.Y., abiding by its ideals, and enjoying the rights and
privileges of its members. It shall consist of the following:
a)

Oversight by the Executive Board.

b)

Members Qualified membership as outlined in the Article on Membership.
Application for membership shall be made to the National Secretary and shall be
by persons located in places where there are not chartered A.C.R.Y. Chapters.

c)

Besides national dues and other obligations, to subscribe to the official
publication, other dues and regulations of Chapter-at-large shall be governed
entirely by the Executive Board.

d)

The Executive Board may transfer members from this chapter to a local
Chapter whenever possible.

e)

Members of the Chapter-at-large shall have the privilege of attending the
Convention with the right of voice and vote within their chapter delegation.

f)

The members of the Chapter at large at the National Convention will select one
member of the Chapter-at-large as the spokesperson of the delegation.
ARTICLE IX
REGULATION OF CHAPTERS

30. A Chapter is considered in good standing if it has paid its dues and any other mandatory
obligations prior to the start of the opening session of the annual National Convention. Prior
to the convention the national officers will contact any chapter that is not current in its
financial obligations to remind it of its obligations and encourage it to remain in good
standing.
31. While it is anticipated that all members of the ACRY will conduct themselves in a godly
manner, in the event of internal or external dissension or strife involving a chartered Chapter,
the National President, on behalf of the National Board, will offer whatever assistance
possible to help resolve the matter at hand. The National President, along with the National
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Spiritual Advisor, will work together with the chapter leadership and the local Spiritual
Advisor to restore peace and tranquility. They will work closely with the Office of Supreme
Patron, who by virtue of his Office as Diocesan Bishop is deemed the final arbiter in such
matters.
32. In event a chapter shall dissolve or cease to exist, it shall be the duty of the Executive Board
to see to it that the funds of such a dissolved Chapter are turned over to the local parish or
the Diocese or are divided between both.
ARTICLE X
REGIONS
33. To foster cooperation and interaction between A.C.R.Y. chapters and Diocesan parishes, it is
strongly recommended that spiritual, philanthropic, and social activities be developed
collaboratively at the deanery and regional levels.
34. The Executive Board may support each deanery or region in the coordination and promotion
of activities and projects through its digital correspondence, social media, A.C.R.Y. website,
Church Messenger, and other outlets as necessary. Each deanery or region, at their
discretion, may deem it advisable to establish a coordinating committee, to facilitate common
activities and projects.
35. Nothing in these By-Laws shall prevent the re-establishment of formal regional/district
administrative structures in the future if deemed necessary.
ARTICLE XI
MEMBERSHIP
36. Any person, male or female, 18 years of age or older, who is a member in good standing of a
Parish of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese (ACROD), or a member in good
standing of a Parish of another Canonical Orthodox Diocese in areas without an ACROD
presence, is eligible to join the A.C.R.Y.
37. Upon reaching the age of 18, or until the Convention after his/her High School graduation,
whichever comes last, Junior members enter the Senior Organization under paragraph 36 but
also are permitted to maintain their membership in the Junior Organization until the National
Convention following their high school graduation. Such Junior members may hold office at
the National and Local levels, so long as the offices held are part of the same Senior or
Junior Organization. .Members holding office must be consistent on each level, i.e. both
officers must either be Junior or Senior.
38. A person not meeting the requirements of paragraph 36 may join the A.C.R.Y. as an
Associate Member provided they are the spouse or child of a member of the A.C.R.Y.
Associate Members are permitted to participate in all National, District, and Local Chapter’s
social and athletic affairs, but they may not vote, assume office, or in any way control a
National, Regional or Local Chapter.
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39. Upon fulfillment of the required local and national membership requirements/fees, the
applicant will become a full member of the A.C.R.Y. or an Associate Member depending on
his or her status as a member in good standing of an Orthodox Christian Parish.
40. Special prayers for current and new members are to be included in the annual installation of
local chapter officer’s ceremony.
41. All Reverend Fathers and Deacons in the Jurisdiction of the American Carpatho-Russian
Orthodox Greek Catholic Diocese shall be honorary members of the A.C.R.Y. with the
privilege of voice and vote at all Chapter and regional meetings and shall have the right of
voice at all National Conventions. The Reverend Fathers and Deacons who are spiritual
advisors of Chapters in good standing shall have the privilege of voting within their chapter
delegation.
42. A member moving to another town may transfer his or her membership by having the
secretary of his former chapter write to the National Secretary who will issue the transfer and
forward it to the new Chapter, enabling continuous membership in the A.C.R.Y.

ARTICLE XII
DUTIES OF MEMBERS
43. Members in good standing have the right to vote and participate in all activities of the
Chapter as well as those of the National Organization, subject to limitations noted in
paragraphs 36 and 38..
44. To remain a member in good standing of the A.C.R.Y., members must be in spiritual good
standing as a member of a Diocesan parish or local Canonical Orthodox Parish as described
in paragraph 36.
45. Members and their guests attending National A.C.R.Y. events shall conduct themselves in a
manner befitting an Orthodox Christian so as not to bring disrepute or disdain upon the
Orthodox Church, our Diocese, and this organization. The behavior of members not in
accord with this paragraph, or any lawful rule, practice, or procedure adopted by the National
A.C.R.Y. shall be subject to review by a Special Review Board appointed by the National Sr.
ACRY President and/or The Supreme Patron.
ARTICLE XIII V)
NATIONAL OFFICERS
46. The National Officers of the A.C.R.Y. shall consist of:
a)

Supreme Patron/Associate Patron. The Supreme Patron and Associate Patron
shall be the legally elected, validly-consecrated and canonical Bishop and
Auxiliary Bishop respectively of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox
Catholic Diocese. They shall be the general overseers of the religious and
cultural trends of the organization. They or their representatives shall have the
privilege of participating in all meetings of the National Board of Directors,
Executive Board and the National Convention, and shall be given the respect due
them.
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b)

Patron Appointments. The Supreme Patron and/or Associate Patron shall
appoint the National Senior Spiritual Advisor, National Junior Spiritual Advisor,
National Editor, Assistant Editor, and Annual Business Manager.

c)

Elected Officers. President, Vice President, Financial Secretary, Treasurer,
Auditor (3), Collegiate Trustee, and Sergeant-at-Arms.

d)

Presidential Appointments. Recording Secretary, Custodian of
Properties, Publicity Director, and such other appointments as may be deemed
necessary.

e)

The immediate Past President shall be Ipso facto a National Officer only during
the first term of a standing president. Terms of office for all positions, except
those of the Supreme Patron and Associate Patron, shall be for the duration from
one National Convention to another. Each Officer shall serve until their
successors are elected or appointed. However, no person shall hold the same
elected National Office for more than three consecutive years. No more than
two persons from one Chapter shall hold positions of elected National Officers.

47. A vacancy occurring in any elective office between conventions shall be filled by the
Executive Board, except the President, who is succeeded by the Vice President.
48. At the expiration of any National Officer’s term of office or in case of his resignation or
removal, he shall pay and deliver to his successor in office all funds, books and property in
his possession belonging to the National Organization within the space of 30 days.
49. Any elected or appointed National Officer may be suspended and/or removed from office
good cause after notice and a fair and impartial hearing before the National Board of
Directors, and upon the vote of at least two-thirds majority of said tribunal to take such
action. Sufficient cause for such removal may be violation of the National A.C.R.Y.
Constitution and By-Laws or any lawful rule, practice, or procedure adopted by the National
A.C.R.Y. or other conduct deemed to be prejudicial to the best interest of the National
A.C.R.Y. Such an action shall commence upon the filing with the President (or VicePresident for action against the President) or a formal written complaint signed by at least
two members of the then current National Board of Directors. In such an event, it is
necessary for the President (or Vice President) to convoke a session of the National Board of
Directors within 30 days following a formal complaint. At least 20 days before the National
Board meets on the matter, the accused shall receive the list of charges filed against him or
her. In the case of a charge of malfeasance only, the accused shall be suspended immediately
upon notice and pending the hearing. The officer shall have the opportunity to appear in
person and to present any defense to such charges before action is taken. The National Board
of Directors shall adopt such rules as may be necessary to assure due process to the officer.
In the event that the tribunal directs removal from office of the accused, said removal shall
operate to exclude the removed officer from eligibility for election or appointment to any
national office for the following two conventions. Upon suspension or removal, the
appointment of an interim replacement shall be at the discretion and choice of the President
(or Vice President).
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50. Any National Officer removed from office under the terms of Paragraph 55 may appeal to
the Supreme Patron within 20 days following removal.
ARTICLE XIV
DUTIES OF NATIONAL OFFICERS
51. National Senior Spiritual Advisor. The National Spiritual Advisor shall conduct all religious
exercises of the A.C.R.Y. He shall give advice on all religious and moral questions. He
shall write articles of a religious nature for inclusion in Official Publications. He shall be the
overseer of all religious publications published by the organization and shall secure from
proper authority the proper approbation for them. He shall be a priest of good standing in the
American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Diocese.
52. National Junior Spiritual Advisor. The National Spiritual Advisor shall conduct all religious
exercises of the A.C.R.Y. He shall give advice on all religious and moral questions. He
shall write articles of religious nature for inclusion in Official Publications. He shall be the
overseer of all religious publications published by the organization and shall secure from
proper authority the proper approbation of them.. He shall be a priest of good standing in the
American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Diocese of North America.
53. National President. The National President shall preside at all meetings of the National
Board of Directors, Executive Board and National Convention. He/She shall have the power
of convoking meetings of the National Board of Directors, Executive Board, upon the advice
of the National Board or special convention. He/She shall be the Chief Executive Officer,
exercising general supervision of the work and activities of the A.C.R.Y. It shall be his/her
duty to see that the Constitution and By-Laws of the Organization are enforced. He/She shall,
with the advice of the Executive Board, appoint necessary committees and see to it that they
accomplish their task. .He/She shall perform all such other duties as usually pertain to the
office of the President.
54. National Vice President. The National Vice President, in event of inability of the President
shall perform his/her duties and have the same authority as the President. He/She shall be the
Vice Chairman of the National Convention, and he/she will be responsible for membership
supervision. The Vice President shall perform such other duties as may be assigned to
him/her by the President, National Board of Directors or Executive Board.
55. National Recording Secretary. The Recording Secretary shall be the active managing officer
of the A.C.R.Y. under the supervision of the Executive Board and the President. He/She
shall assist in the conduct of the business affairs of the Organization and shall perform such
duties as are specified or implied in the National By-Laws or assigned to him/her by the
National Board of Directors or Executive Board. He/She shall keep accurate record of the
minutes of all meetings of the National Board of Directors, Executive Board, and National
Convention. He/She shall prepare and send to the chapters various reports, announcements,
convention materials, and other matters as directed by the President, National Board of
Directors, or the Executive Board.
56. National Financial Secretary. The Financial Secretary shall keep the financial records of the
A.C.R.Y., collecting and receiving all funds paid to the A.C.R.Y. and, within 30 days of
receipt, turn same over to the Treasurer with original receipt. He/She shall receive bills and
upon authorization of the National Board of Directors or Executive Board shall issue checks
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in payment. The Financial Secretary’s records and books shall at all times be open to the
inspection of the President, the National Board of Directors and Auditors. He/She will
assume and conduct all necessary correspondence of the organization and shall keep proper
records of all Chapters and Members. He/She shall sign all documents issued by the
organization and shall upon the direction of the President affix the corporate seal when
required. He/She shall make a report to the Convention and Board Meeting. The Financial
Secretary shall see to it that a complete and up-to-date roster of Chapters and members, as
well as a copy of the Financial Reports of the previous year, are kept at the National
Headquarters.
57. National Treasurer. The National Treasurer shall take charge of all funds of the National
Organization and deposit them in the name of the American Carpatho-Russian Youth in a
bank approved by the National Board of Directors. All checks received by him/her shall be
made out in the name of the American Carpatho-Russian Youth. All disbursements shall be
paid by check drawn on the National Organization and co-signed by the National President,
National Financial Secretary and Treasurer. His/Her accounts and books shall be open at all
times to inspection by the President, National Board of Directors, Executive Board and
Auditors. He/She shall present a report at the National Convention and all Board Meetings.
58. National Editor. The National Editor shall be appointed by the Supreme Patron and shall
edit the “American Carpatho-Russian Section” in the official Diocesan publication in the
interest of the A.C.R.Y., our youth as well as our Orthodox Church and our American
Carpatho-Russian Diocese.
He shall supervise the publication of “The Diocesan
Yearbook/American Carpatho-Russian Youth Annual” as well as various booklets and
pamphlets that may be published by the Organization, and all articles appearing in the
A.C.R.Y. section of the Diocesan paper. An Assistant Editor may be appointed by the
Supreme Patron to assist in fulfilling these duties. They shall be priests in good standing in
the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Diocese of North America.
59. National Auditors. The Auditors shall faithfully and zealously audit the funds to the
Organization at least once a year. They have the right at any time to examine the books,
papers, records, accounts, and transactions involving finances. They are to notify the
President and the members of the National Board of Directors immediately in the case of
malfeasance of any officer. One of the three auditors will be selected by the Auditors to be
the Chief Auditor. The Chief Auditor shall present the Auditors report to the Convention
and shall be a member of the Executive Board.
60. Sergeant-at-Arms. The Sergeant-at-Arms shall maintain order at the National Convention
and meetings of the National Board of Directors. He/She shall be subject to any duty
imposed on him by the National Board of Directors. He/She shall be responsible for the
three-barred Cross, the A.C.R.Y. Banner, and other ceremonial materials needed during the
Convention.
61. Immediate Past President. The Immediate Past President shall be a member of the Executive
Board and the National Board of Directors. He/She shall be the advisor to the President and
will act in his/her place when the President and Vice President are absent. He/She shall be
subject to any special duties imposed on him/her by the President, National Board of
Directors or the Executive Board. In the event that the standing President is serving a second
or third term in accordance with Article XIII Paragraph 46, the office of Immediate Past
President shall expire at the end of the first term.
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62. National Publicity Director The Publicity Director shall be appointed by the National
President and be responsible for the promotion and communication of the National,
regional, and local level A.C.R.Y. activities to all chapters and parishes within our Diocese.
He/she will be responsible for gathering information on current happenings from all
A.C.R.Y. levels as well as Diocesan affairs. He/she will provide the official Diocesan
Publications, website, and social media outlets with updates that communicate the purpose of
the A.C.R.Y. and information regarding current and upcoming goals and activities. He/she
should also be responsible for assisting in the organization and planning of events to benefit
both A.C.R.Y. and non-A.C.R.Y. members, including educational programs focused on
improving knowledge of the Orthodox faith and moral issues, as well as publicizing retreats
and maintaining contact with our college students. The Publicity Director shall perform such
other duties as entrusted to him/her by the President and/or National Board of Directors.
63. Business Manager of the A.C.R.Y. Annual. The Business Manager of “The American
Carpatho-Russian Youth Annual” shall be appointed by the Supreme Patron. He will handle
the finances of the Annual, keep proper records, and supervise the soliciting of
advertisements and the distribution of the Annual. He shall submit a report to the National
Board of Directors or the Executive Board as well as the National Convention. After all
funds have been collected and bills paid, he shall turn over to the National Financial
Secretary a complete report and all profits that may have been derived from the Annual. An
assistant Business Manager may also be appointed by the Supreme Patron to assist in the
fulfillment of these duties. They shall be priests in good standing in the American CarpathoRussian Orthodox Greek Catholic Diocese of North America.
64. Custodian of Properties: The Custodian of Properties shall be appointed by the National
President and be responsible for the care of the A.C.R.Y. properties, including, but not
limited to record books, journals, minutes, and valuable memorabilia. He/she is entrusted to
maintain and keep in an orderly fashion all of the National A.C.R.Y. Records in the archives.
He/she may be called upon by the President or the Executive Board to research thru the
archives for previous information that may come in discussion.
65. National Events Coordinator: The National Events Coordinator shall be appointed by the
National President and shall serve as a liaison between the National Board and the local
coordinating committee of National Events which include and are not limited to the National
Convention, Metropolitan Orestes Memorial Bowling Tournament and Lenten Retreats.
He/she will serve in an advisory role, facilitating the following of an orderly planning
timeline for each event, and assisting in any way needed the host chapter. In the case of the
National Convention he/she will assist the National Board with the formulation of a
Convention Theme, agenda and workshops. He/she will maintain and periodically update a
detailed guidebook describing best practices/ procedural events for various categories of
National Events.
66. Collegiate Trustee: The Collegiate Trustee shall be appointed by the National President as a
liaison to the young adult membership of the A.C.R.Y, assisting with the transition and
integration of the Junior A.C.R.Y. members to the Senior organization upon their graduation
from High School. He is called upon to communicate the ideas and programming needs of
the young adult membership of The A.C.R.Y. to the National Board of Directors. In addition,
he/she will serve as a liaison to the Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) Campus Ministry.
He/She shall perform such other duties as entrusted to him/her by the President and/or
14

National Board of Directors. The person appointed to this position must be between 18 to
28 years of age.
67. Junior A.C.R.Y. Advisor: The Junior A.C.R.Y. Advisor shall be appointed by the National
President in consultation with the National Junior A.C.R.Y. Spiritual Advisor. He/she will
work together with the National Junior A.C.R.Y. and be responsible for overseeing the
National Jr. A.C.R.Y. He/she may also be responsible for signing/co-signing the Jr. A.C.R.Y.
Funds.
ARTICLE XV
NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND EXECUTIVE BOARD
68. There shall be a National Board of Directors, consisting of the Supreme Patron or his
representative, elected National Officers, appointed National Officers, and grandfathered
District Presidents. It shall meet immediately following the National Convention to decide on
national matters and policies pertaining and involving the status of every member chapter. It
shall meet prior to the National Convention to review the Organization’s progress during the
year. The National Board is encouraged to meet frequently as deemed necessary by the
National President or the Executive Board to further the progress and growth of the ACRY.
While face to face meetings are preferred, meetings may also be conducted via video or
teleconferencing. It shall define policies and authorize their fulfillment by the Executive
Board. The construction and interpretation of the By-Laws by the National Board of
Directors shall be final and binding unless such construction and interpretation is rescinded
at the subsequent National Convention. The National Board of Directors, after receiving a
written complaint, can hold a fair and impartial hearing and suspend any elected National
Officer, if such party is found guilty. The National Board of Directors may delegate any of
its power to the Executive Board.
69. There shall be an Executive Board consisting of the Supreme Patron and/or Associate Patron
or their representative, Senior Spiritual Advisor, President, Vice President, Financial
Secretary, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, Chief Auditor, and Immediate Past President.
The Immediate Past President shall only serve for the initial year of a standing President’s
term. The President shall make all appointments specified in paragraph 46 section d, and this
Board shall function as a committee of the National Board of Directors, having full
administrative authority in the A.C.R.Y. as prescribed by these By-Laws and empowered by
the National Board of Directors.
70. The Boards shall meet within or without the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania at such times
and places as may be determined by them, by the call of the President, or by consent of the
majority of the members of the Board. Said meetings may occur in person or via conference
call or other on-line technology. Notice of the time and place of the meeting shall be sent via
electronic mail to each member of the Board by the President at least 5 days prior to the
meeting.
71. The Board may, without meeting together, transact business by electronic mail by voting
upon proposed resolutions received electronically and sent by the President or National
Recording Secretary with the approval of the President. Each member shall reply within 3
days if he/she is in favor or against the resolution. If a majority of the members send their
votes in favor, said resolution shall be deemed carried. The Secretary is to send a report of
the results to the members.
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72. Seven members of the National Board of Directors, including at least four members of the
Executive Board, shall constitute a quorum for the purposes of transacting of all business.
ARTICLE XVI (
COMMITTEES
73. The President, upon suggestion of the Executive Board, shall appoint any special committee
whenever it may be necessary or advisable, especially for the conducting of money-raising
campaigns for some worthy purpose as agreed to by the Convention or National Board of
Directors, or for any other work. He shall supervise the work of the committees. The
members of such committees shall perform work in the manner as authorized.
ARTICLE XVII )
CONVENTIONS
74. The National Convention is the chief legislative branch of the A.C.R.Y. and shall be held
once a year as such time and place as shall be determined by the preceding Convention. If
however, it is impossible to hold the convention in such place, the National Board of
Directors shall have the right of deciding a new location. The details of the convocation
shall be entrusted to the Executive Board.
75. The National Board of Directors may at any time postpone the holding of the National
Convention in time of war or national emergency when travel is impossible until such time as
the emergency has passed. The National Officers shall continue holding office until the next
Convention.
76. The Officers of each Convention shall be the National Officers of the A.C.R.Y. The
President as chairman may appoint assistants for the Secretary and Sergeant-at-Arms. All
National Officers, shall have the right of voice but may vote only through their respective
chapter delegations.
77. In any National Convention, each chartered Chapter in good standing including the Chapterat-large shall be entitled to one vote. However, a Chapter can send as many duly-elected
delegates as it desires. They will have their right to the floor. The spokesman of each
delegation is to cast the vote as the majority of his delegation decides. There shall be no
voting by proxy. A quorum for conducting business shall be deemed 35% of the chapters in
good standing.
78. The Reverend Fathers, who are honorary members of the A.C.R.Y. and who attend the
Convention, shall have the right of voice. Those who are active as Spiritual Advisors of
Chapters in good standing shall have the right of voting within their Chapter delegations.
79. No new or old Chapter shall be allowed to actively participate in the National Convention
unless its National Dues are paid fully prior to the start of the opening session of the
Convention and it has fulfilled all its obligations to the A.C.R.Y.
80. The National President shall announce in the Diocesan Newspaper and/or the A.C.R.Y. and
Diocesan websites the convening of the National Convention at least 60 days before the date
of the Convention, and at least 30 days prior to a Special Convention. Delegate forms and
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award applications shall be made available to the Chapters by the National President and/or
National Secretary on the A.C.R.Y. website approximately 60 days prior to the Convention.
81. Proposals, resolutions, and By-Law amendments for consideration of the Convention must be
submitted to the National President 60 days prior to the Convention. The National President
shall forward all proposals, resolutions, and By-Law amendments to all Chapters in good
standing at least 30 days prior to the Convention.
82. Reports of committees, communications to the Convention, resolutions presented, and all
motions save such as are known to parliamentary practice as undebatable may be debated on
the floor of the convention unless the Convention decides to dispose of them without debate.
Any speeches on the Convention floor shall be limited as provided by the order of the day,
or, in absence of regulations, as determined by the chair.
83. All profits from affairs sponsored in connection with the Convention and any other National
Event shall go into the National Treasury.
84. The Order of business at the Convention shall be set by the Executive Board in accordance
with the guidelines set forth in the A.C.R.Y. Manual of Ceremonies.
ARTICLE XVIII
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS OF OFFICERS
85. The Committee on Elections, as appointed by the Chairman, shall have general charge of the
election and the distributing and counting of ballots. Prior to each Convention, the Chairman
shall appoint a nominating committee of three persons, who shall present to the delegates a
list of nominees for each office prior to the election of officers. Nominations can also be
made from the floor. Voting shall be by secret ballot except when persons are chosen
unanimously by acclamation. A majority of votes cast shall be necessary for election of
office.
ARTICLE XIX
FINANCE AND AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS
86. The Executive Board shall install and maintain an efficient system of accounts. The fiscal
year of the A.C.R.Y. shall be from September 1 through August 31 of each year.
Disbursements shall not exceed the gross amount of the annual budget. All disbursements
shall be made solely by check, which shall show the payee, the items of services rendered or
materials bought, and the amount of payment.
87. At the National Convention, financial reports for the previous year will be made available to
each chapter. The auditors shall audit the financial statement prior to the closing of the
Convention. Every effort shall be made to provide said reports and completed audit results
to chapter prior to the convening of the Convention.
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ARTICLE XX
JUNIOR A.C.R.Y.
88. The National Organization encourages the establishment of a Junior A.C.R.Y. chapter in all
parishes of the Diocese.
89. Membership shall consist of the youth of our churches ages 8 through 18, who conform to
the purposes and objectives of the A.C.R.Y. or who qualify as a Junior under the guidelines
of Article XI paragraph 38.
90. The National Junior A.C.R.Y. will convene their convention in the same city and at the
same site as the National Senior A.C.R.Y.
91. The National Officers of the Junior A.C.R.Y. shall consist of:
a)

Supreme Patron/Associate Patron

b)

Patron Appointments. The Supreme Patron and or Associate Patron shall
appoint the Spiritual Advisor.

c)

Elected Officers. President, Vice President, Financial Secretary, Treasurer,
Publicity Director, Sergeant-at-Arms.

d)

Presidential Appointments. Corresponding Secretary and any
other appointments as may be deemed necessary and approved by the National
Jr. A.C.R.Y. Executive Board.

e)

The Jr. A.C.R.Y. Advisor. He/she is appointed by the National Sr. ACRY
President and shall act as the Senior National A.C.R.Y. liaison to the National Jr.
A.C.R.Y. His/her capacity shall be advisory.

92. The Duties of the National Junior Officers shall be similar to those of the Senior
Organization.
93. The National Junior A.C.R.Y. shall have the power to make assessments of dues or charter
fees and establish any reasonable fund drives deemed necessary. They shall also have the
ability to adopt their own set of operating procedures which must be consistent with the
Senior By-Laws.
94. The Junior Advisor, or if he/she is not available, an alternate appointed by the National
Senior A.C.R.Y. President, shall be responsible to sign any funds issued.
95. Each A.C.R.Y. Chapter, in consultation with its Spiritual Advisor, shall appoint an advisor to
the Junior Chapter to oversee and guide the young people. In the event a Junior A.C.R.Y.
Chapter is established in a Parish without an established Senior A.C.R.Y. Chapter, the
Spiritual Advisor shall appoint the advisor.
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ARTICLE XXI
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS AND INDUCTION OF MEMBERS
96. The installation of officers of the National Organization, Regional, and Local Chapters and
the induction of new members in the A.C.R.Y. as well as the conducting of meetings shall be
according to the ritual prescribed in “The A.C.R.Y. Manual.” The ceremonies shall be used
at all times and conducted according to the format presented in the Manual and with the
solemnity and dignity befitting the A.C.R.Y.
ARTICLE XXII
PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY
97. The Parliamentary authority for all matters of procedure not specifically covered by the
Constitution and By-Laws of the A.C.R.Y. shall be “Roberts Rules of Order.”
ARTICLE XXIII
AMENDMENTS
98. This Constitution and By-Laws may be amended, added there to by action of two-thirds
quorum vote of the Convention. The quorum shall be 35% of the total Chapters.
ARTICLE XXIV
DISSOLUTION CLAUSE
99. Should the National A.C.R.Y. dissolve, all the property and funds would be turned over to
the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Diocese of North America.
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